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O MITTING the more ancient accounts of the Afiatic Wands (namely the Philippines^ 
Borneo, Celebcis, the Sumatran Chain, and the Moluccas) from that of Pigafotta, 
who accompanied Magellan, the firft circumnavigator, as being rather curious than inte* 
rclting at the prefent period, our Accounts lhall begin with that of our great country^ 
man Dampier, the Cook of a former age. 


DAMPIER’S ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES.* 

CHAPTER I.— TY/cy refolvc to go to Mindanao. — Their Departure from Guam.—— Of 
the Philippine Jfands. — The IJle Luconia, and its chief Town and Port, Manilo, 
Manila, or Manilbo. — Of the rich Trade 'wc might cJiabUjJ} with tbefe IJlands. — 
St. John's IJland, — They arrive at Mindanao. — The IJland deferibed. — Its Fertility. 

— The Libby Tries, and the Sago made of them. — The Plantain Tree, F^uit, Liquor, 
and Cloth. — A f mailer Plantain at Mindanao. — The Botiano. — Of the Clove-Bayh, 
Cloves and Nutmegp, and the Methods taken by the Dutch to vwnopoliTse the Spices. 

. — The Betel Nut, and Arck Tree. — The Darien, and the Jaca Tree and Fruit. — 
The Beajis of Mindanao. — Ccntcpccs, or Forty Legs, a venomous Infedt, and others. 

— Thcin Fo^^ls, Fijh, tsfe. — The Temperature of the Climate, with thc*Courfe of the 
Winds, Tornadoes, Rain, atid Temper of the Air throughout the Tear. 

W HILE we lay at Guam, we took up a refolution of going to Mindanao, one of 
* the Philippine Wands, being told by the friar and others that it was exceedingly 
well ftored with provifibns, that the natives were Mahometans, and that they had for- 
merly a commerce with the Spaniards, but that now they were at war with them, 

♦ From hi« Voyages, vol. i. 7th edit. 1729, 4 vols. 8vo. The chapters are numbered in the order they 
are now printed. A new edition of this valuable work is wanted, arranged in the order of the countries 
deferibed. 
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This ifland was therefore thought to be a convenient place for us to go ; for befides 
that it was in our way to the Eaft Indies, which we had refolved to vifit, and that the 
wefterly monfoon was at hand, which would oblige us to flicker fomewhere in a fliort 
time, and that vvc coylcl not expe£l good harbours in a better place than in fo large an 
ifland as Mindanao : bcfides all this, I fay, the inhabitants of Mindanao being then, as 
we were told (though falfely) at W'ars with the Spaniards, our men, who it fliould feem 
were very f<5ueamifli of plundering without licence, derived hopes from thence of get- 
ting a corhmiflion there from the Prince of the ifland, to plunder the Spanifli fliips 
about Manila, and fo to make Mindanao their common rendezvous. And if Captain 
Swan was minded to go to an Englifli port, yet his men, who thought he intended to 
leave them,, hoped to get vefll-ls and pilots at Mindanao fit for their turn, to cruize on 
the coaft of Manila. As for Captain Swan, he was willing enough to go thither, as 
beft fuiting his own defign ; and therefore this voyage was concluded on by general 
confent. 

Accordingly June 2d, 1686, wc left Guam, bound for Mindanao. We had fair 
weather and a pretty fmart gale of wind at call for three or four days, and then it 
fhifted to the fouth-weft, being rainy ; but it foon camt about again to the call and 
blew a gentle gale : yet it often ihuiilcd about to the fouth-eafl; ; for though in the 
Eafl: Indies the winds fliift in April, yet we found this to be the Ihifting leafon for the 
winds here ; the other fhifting feafon being in Oftober fooner o^ later all over India. 
As to our courfe from Guam to the Philippine iflands, we found it, as I intimated be- 
fore, agreeable enough with the account of our common drafts. 

The 2 ill day of June we arrived at the ifland St. John, which is one of the Philip- 
pine iflands. I'he Philippines are a great company of large iflands, taking up about 
thirteen degrees of latitude in length, reaching near upon from the third degree of 
north latitude to the nineteenth degree, and in breadth about fix degrees of longitude. 
They derive this name from Philip II. King of Spain ; and even now do they mofl of 
them belong to that crown. 

"nie chiefeft ifland in this range is I.uconia, which lies on the north of them all. 
At this ifland Magellan died on the voyage that he was making round the world. For 
after he had paflTed thofe (traits between the fouth end of America and 'I’erra del FiU'go, 
which now bear his name, and had ranged elown in the South Seas on the back of 
America ; from thence (Iretching over to the Eafl Indies, he fell in with the Ladrone 
Iflands, and from thence (leering ea(l (till, he fell in with thefe Philippine Iflands, and 
anchored at Luconia, where he warred wiili the native Indians, to bring them in obe- 
dience to bis madcr the King of Spain, and was by them killed with, a poifoned arrow. 
It is ciow wholly under the Spaniards, who have feveral towns there. The chief is 
Manilo, which is a large foa-port town near the fouth-eaft end, oppofite to the ifland 
Mindora.* It is a place of great (Irength and trade : the two great Acapulco fliips be- 
fore mentioned fetching from hence all forts of Eaft India commodities ; which are 
brought hither by foreigners efpecially by the Chinefe and the Pbrtuguefe. Some- 
times the Eng'iilh merchants of Fort Sr. George fend their fliips hither ^ it ware by 
ftcalth, under the charge of Portuguefe pilots and mariners ; for as yet we cannot get 
the Spaniards there to a commerce with us or the Dutch, although they have but few 
fliips of their owm. This feems to arife from a jealoufy or fear of difeovering the 
riches of thefe iflands ; for moll, if not all, the Philippine iflands are rich in gold, and 
the Spaniards* have no place of much ftrength in all thefe iflands, thtd I could fever 
hear of, befides Maniio itfelf. Yet they have villages and towms on feveral of the Iflands, 
and padres or priefts to inftrud the native Indians, from whom they get their gold. 
The Spanifli inhabitants, of the fnialier iflands efpecially, would willingly trade with 
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US if the government vjas not fo fevere againft it ; for they have no goods but what 
are brought from Manilo at an extraordinary dear rate. I am of the opinion that if 
any of our nations will Teek a trade with them, they would not lofe their labour ; for 
the Spaniards can and will fmuggle (as our featnen call trading by Health) as well as 
any nation that I know ; and our Jamaicans are to their profit fenfible enough of it. 
And I have been informed that Captain Goodlud of London, in a voyage which he 
made from Mindanao to China, touched at fome of thefe illands, and was civilly treated 
by the Spaniards, who bought fome of his commodities, giving him a very good pri2e 
for the lame. 

There are about twelve or fourteen more large illands lying to the fouthward of 
Luconia ; moll of which, as I faid before, are inhabited by the Spaniartls. Befides 
thefe, there are an infinite number of fmall illands of no account, and even the great 
illands, ntany of them arc without names ; or at leal! fo varioully fet down, that 1 find 
the fame illands named by divers names. 

I’he ifland St. John and Mindanao are the fouthernmoH of all ihcfe illands, and are 
the only illands in all this range that are not fubjedl: to the Spaniards. 

St. John’s Ifland is on the call fide of the Mindanao, and diftant from it three or 
four leagues. It is in latitude about feven or eight degrees north. This ifland is in 
length about thirty-eight leagues, (Iretching north-north- w eft fouth-lbuth-eaft, and 
it is in breath about ‘twenty-four leagues in the middle of the ifland : I'he northern- 
moft end is broader, and the fouthernmoft is narrow'er. I'his ifland is of a good height, 
and is full of many fmall hills. I’he land at the fouth-eaft end, where I was alhore, 
is of a black fat mould ; and the whole ifland feems to partake of the fame fatnefs, by 
the vaft number of large trees that it produceth ; for it looks all over like one great 
grove. 

As we were palling by the foulh-caft end we faw a canoe of the natives under the 
fhorc ; therefore one of our canoes went after to have fpoken with her ; but llie run 
away from us, feeing themfelvcs chaced, put their canoe afliorc, leaving her, fled into 
the woods, nor would be allured to come to us, although we did what w'e could to 
entice them ; befides thefe men, wc faw no more here, nor fign of any inhabitants at 
this end. 

When W'e came on board our lliip again, w'e ftcered away for the ifland Mindanao, 
which was now fair in fight of us, it being about ten leagues diftant from this part of 
St. John’s. The twenty-fecond day w'e came within a league of the eaft fide of the 
ifland Mindanao, and having the wind at fouth-eaft w'e fteered tow'ard the north end, 
keeping on the eaft, fide, till we came into the latitude of feven degrees forty minutes, 
and there wc anchored in a finall bay, about a mile from the Ihore, in ten faHhom wafer, 
rocky foul ground. 

Some of our books ^ave us an account that Mindanao city and ifle lies in feven degrees 
' fdrty minutes. We^guelTed that the middle of the ifland might lie in this latitude, but we 
were at a great Jofs where to find the city, w hether on the call or w'eft fide. Indeed, had it 
been a imall iihtnd, lying open to the eaftem wind, we might probably have fearched firil 
on the weft fide j for commonly the illands within the tropics, or within the bounds 
of the trade-winds, have their harbours on the weft fide, as bell flieftered ; but the 
ifland Mindanao being guarded on the eaft fide by St. John’s illand, we might as rea- 
fonaWy expefl to find the harbour and city on this fide, as an/ w'here elfe ; but coming 
into ‘the latitude in which we judged the city might be, foiftid no canoes or people 
that might give us any umbrage of a city, or place of trade near at hand, though we 
coafted within a league of the Ihore. 
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The ifland Mindanao is the biggeft of all the Philippine iflancjs, except Luconla. It 
is about fixty leagues long, and forty or fifty broad. The fouth end is in about five 
degrees north, and the north-weft end reacheth ahnoft to eight degrees north. It is a 
very mountainous ifland, full ol hills and valleys. The mould in general is deep and 
black, and extraordinary fat and fruitful. The fides of the hills are ftony, yet pro- 
dudive enough of very large tall trees. In the heart of the country there are fomc 
mountains .♦hat yield good gold. I’he valleys are well moiftened with pleafant brooks, 
aivd fmall rivers of delicate water ; and have trees of divers forts flourifliing and green 
all the year. The trets in general are very large, and moft of tiiem are of kinds un- 
known to us. 

There is one fort which defer ves particular notice, called by the natives libhy trees. 
Thefe grow wild in great groves of five or fix miles long, by the fides of the rivers. 
Oi thefe trees fago is made, which the poor country people cat inftead of bread three 
or four months in the year. This tree for its body and fhape is much like the pal- 
meto tree or the cabbage tree, but not fo tall as the latter. I'hc bark and wood is 
hard and thin like a fliell, and full of white pith, like the. pith of an elder. 'I'his tree 
they cur down, and fplit it in the middle and ferape out all the pith, which they heat 
luftily with a wooden peftle in a great mortar or trough, and then put it into a cloth or 
ftrainer held over a troii'gh ; and pouring water in among the pith, they ftir it about 
hi the cloth : fo the water carries all the fnbftance of the pith thriiiigh the cloth down 
Into the trough, leaving nothing in the cloth but a light fort of hulk, whicli tliey throw 
away ; but that which falls into the trough fettles in a fhort time to the bottom lik<.' 
mud; and llien they draw off the water and take up the muddy fubltance, wherewith 
they make cakes ; which being baked proves very good bread. 

i'he Mindanao people live throe or four months of the year on this food for their 
bread-kind. I'he native Indians of Teranate and Tidore, and all the fpice-iflands, have 
plenty of tiit fe trees, and ufe them for locd in the fame manner, as i have been in- 
formed by Mr. Caril Rofy, who is now commander of one of the King’s flrips. He 
was one of our com[)any at this time; and being left with Captain Swan at Mindanao, 
went afterwards to Teranate, and lived there among tlie Dutch a year or two. "I’ho 
fago which is tnmfported into ni her parts of the Tail lndii‘s is dried in fmall ;)iect's, like 
little fetds or comlit.s, and commoi.ly eaten with milk ol almonds, by tliofe that are 
troubled will; lii; flux ; for it is a great hinder, and very good in that dillctnpcr. 

In fomc places of Mindanao tin re is plenty of rice; but in the hilly land they plant 
yams, potatoes, and pumplans; all which thrive very well. The otiier fruits of this 
ifland are water-melons, imilk-nielons, plantains, bonanoe.Sj guava.*, imtnieg.s, clove.s, 
betel-nuts, dfiiaans, jacks, or jacas, cocoa-net.s, oranges, kc. 

'Hie plantain 1 take to be tlie king ol all fruit, not cxcej)! the coco itfelf, I’he tree 
that bears this fruit is alviut three feet, or three feet and an half round, and about toy, 
or twelve feet high, i itele trt.es are not raileil from feed (for they leein not to have 
any), but frt^v* 'd)c n.K':, ol Other old trees. If thefe young fucker:, an* taken out of 
the ground, and ulumia it! aiiulher jtlacc, it will be fifteen months hciore iliey bear, 
h\it i! let Hand in tiicir own native foil they will bear in twelve months. As l<)on as 
the f ruit is ripe ihe tree decays, but then there are many young ones growing up to 
fupjdy its place.' When tins tree firfl fpring.s out of the ground, it comes up with 
tun leaves ; and by that time it is a foot high, two more fpring up in the infide of 
them, and in a tlun't tinVe alter two more within them ; and fo on. By that time the 
tree is a monLh old, you may perceive a fmall body almoft as big as one's arm, and 
then there are eight or ten leaves, loine of ihem four or five feet high. The lirft 
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leaves that it Ihoots fojjh are not above a foot long, and half a foot broad ; and the 
ftem that bears them no bigger than one’s finger ; but as the tree grows higher the 
leaves are larger. As ftie young leaves fpring up in the infida^ fo the old leaves fpread 
off, and their tops droop downward, being of a greater length? and breadth, by how 
much they are nearer the root, and at laft decay anti rot off : but ftill there are young 
leaves fpring up out of the top, which makes the tree look always green agd flourilhing. 
When the tree is full grown, tlic leaves are feven or eight feet long, and .a foot and 
half broad; towards the end they are finaller, and end with a round point. The 
ftem of the leaf is as big as a man’s arm, almod: round, and about a fool in length, 
bt'twecn the leaf and the body of the tree. That part of the Item which comes from 
the tret', if it be the outfidc leaf, feems to inclofe half the body as it wor? with a thick 
hide ; and right againft it, on the other fide of tlic tree, is another fuch anfwering 
to if. The next two leaves in the infidc of thefc, grow oppofite to each other in the 
fame manner, but fo that if the two outward grow north and foul it, thefe grow eaft 
and well, and thofe ftill within them keep the fame order. Thus the body of this 
tree feems to be made up of inany thick fkins, growing one over another, and when 
it is full grown, there fprings out of the top a ftrong ftem, harder in fubftance than 
any other part of the body. This ftem Ihoots forth at the heart of the tree, is as big 
as a man’s arm, and as long ; and the fruit grows in /clutters round it, firlt 
bloflbming and then fliooting forth the fruit. It is fo excellent that the Spaniards 
give it the pre-eminence of all other fruit, as moft conducing to life. It grows in a 
cod about fix or feven incites long, and as big as a man’s arm. The fliell, rind or 
cod is foft, and of a yellow colour when ripe. It rcfembles in lliape a hog’s-gut 
pudding. 'J'ho inclofed fruit is no harder than butter in winter, and is much of the 
colour of the pureft yellow butter. It is of a delicate tafte, and melts in one’s mouth 
like marmalct. It is all pure pulp, without any feed, kernel or ftone. This fruit is 
fo much efteemeJ by all Europeans that fettle in America, that when they make a new 
plantation, they commonly begin with a good plantain-walk, as tliey call it, or a field 
of plantains ; and as their family incroafeth, fo they augment tiic plantain walk, 
keeping one man purpofely to prune the trees, and gather the fruit as he fees conve- 
nient. For the trees continue bearing, foine or other, moft part of the year; and 
this is many times the whole food on which a wlnde family ftibfifts. They thrive only 
in rich fat ground, for poor landy will not bear them. The Spaniards in their towns 
in j\merica, as at Havana, Cartagena, Portobel, kc. have their markets full of 
])lantains, it being the common food for poor people : their common price is half a 
riol, or three pence a dozen. When this fruit is only ufed for bread, it is voafted or 
boiled when it’s jull full grown, or not yet ripe or turned yellow. I’o'or people or 
negroes, that have neither lifh nor flefli to eat with it, make fauce with coj-pepper, 
lalt and lime juice, ufiiich makes it eat very I’avory ; much better ih:;:! a cruft of bread 
alone. Sometimes^ for a change they eat a roafled plantain, atitl a ri|)e raw plaintain 
together, ,which is inftead e)f bread and butter. They eat very pleaj'ant fo, and I 
Iiave made mafiy a good meal in this manrer. Sometimes our Englilh take five or 
feven ripe plantains, and mnfhing them together, make them imo a lump, and boil 
them inftead of a bag-pudding ; v. hicli titev call a bufF-jackv t : and this is a very 
good way for a change. This fruit makes al fo very good tarts ; and the grceti plan- 
tains^fliced thin and dried in the fun anil gi tited, will make a fort of flfiur which is 
very good to make puddings. A ripe plantain diced and dried in the fun may be pi'e- 
ferved a great while; and then eat like figs very fweet and plealant. 'I’he Darien 
Indians preferve them a long time, by drying them gently over the fire ; mafhing them 
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•sa maji's fii^ger, in clufters much as thexocoa»ni^8 do, and'tficy* grow forfy or l^fty 
in n cltifter. This fruit is bigger than a nutineg, and is much like it but rounder^ It 
is much ufed all over the Eaft Indies. Their Uray is to cut it iil four pieces, and wrap 
one of them up in aft arek-leaf, which they fpread with a foft pafte made of lime or 
plafter, and then chew it altogether,; Every man in thefe parts carries his lime-box by 
his fide, and dipping his finger into fpreads his betel and arek-leaf with it. The 
arek is a fmall tree or Ihrub, of a green bark, and the leaf is long and broader than a 
billow. They are packed up to fell into parts that have them notj to chew' wddi the 
betel. The betel-nut is moft efteemcd when it is young, and before it grows hard, 
and then they cut it only in two pieces with the green hulk or Ihell on it. It is then 
exceeding juicy, and therefore makes them fpit much. It taftes rough in the mouth, 
and; dyes the lips red, and makes the teeth black, but it pi*efervcs them, and cleanfeth * 
the gums. It is alio accounted very wholcfome for the ftomach ; but fometimes it 
will caufe great giddinefs in the head of thofe that are not ufed to chew it. But this 
is t^e ell'eft only of the old nut, for the young nuts will not do it. I fpeak of ray own 
experience. ■ 

This ifland produceth alfo durians and jacks. The trees that bear the durians are as 
big as apple-trees, full of boughs. The rind is thick and rough : the fruit is fo large 
that they grow only abciMt the bodies, or on the limbs near the body, like the cacao. 
The fruit is about the bignefs of a large pumpkin, covered with a thick green rough 
rind. When it is ripe the rind begins to turn yellow, but it is not fit to eat till it 
opens at the top. Then the fruit in the infide is npe, and fends forth an excellent feent. 
When the rind is opened, the fruit may be fplit into four quarters ; each quarter hath 
feveral fmall cells that inclofe a certain quantity of the fruit, according to the bignefs of 
the cell, for fome arc larger than others ; the largeft of the fruit may be as big as a 
pullet’s egg. It is as white as milk and as foft as cream, and the talle very delicious 
as thofe that are accuftomed to them ; but thofe who have not been ufed to eat them 
will dillike them at firft, bccaufe they fmell liked roafted onions. This fruit ihuft be 
eaten in its prime, (for there is no eating of it before it is ripe,) and even then it will 
not keep above a day or two before it putrefies, and turns black or of a dark colour, 
and then it is not good. Within the fruit there is a ftonc as big as a fmall bean, which 
hath a thm fhell over it. Thofe that are minded to eat the ftones or nuts roaft them, 
and then a thin Ihell comes off, which inclofes the nut, and it eats like a chefnut. 

The ja^or jaca is much like the durian both in bignefs and lhape. The trees that 
bear thill|||fo arc much alike, and fo is their manner of the frqits growing ; but 
the, infidH|||Efierent : for the fruit of the durian is white, that of the jack is yellow, 
and fuller of ftones. The^durian is moft eftcemed j yet the jack is a very pleafant 
fruit, and the ftones or kernels are good roafted. 

There are many other forts of grain, roots and fruits in this ifland, which to give a 
particular defeription of would fill up a large volume. •• 

In this ifland many forts of beafts, both wild and tame; as horfes, bulls and 

cows, buffaloes, goats, wild hogs, deer, monkies, guanos, lizards, fnakes, &c. I never 
faw or heard of any beafts of prey here, as in many other places. « The hogs are ugly 
creatures ; they iiavc all great knobs growing over their eyes, and there are multitudes 
of them in the woods. They are commonly very poor, yet fweet. Deer are here vdrjp 
plentiful in fome places, where they are not difturbed. ‘ 

Of the venomous kind" of creatures here are fcorpions, whofefting is in their tail ; 
and centapees, called by the Englilh forty-legs, both which are dfo common in the" 
Weft Indies, in Jamaica, and elfewhere. Th& centapees are four or five inches long,' 
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as big as a goofc-qiiill* but flattifli, of a dun or reddifh colour on the back, but belly 
'whitiih, and full of le^ on each fide the belly. Their fling or bite is more raging than 
the fcorpion. They Tic in old houlbs and dry timber. There are fcvcral forts of 
fnakes, fome very poifonous. There is another fort of creature like a guano both in 
colour and fliape, but four times as big, whofe tongue is like a fmall harpoon, having 
two beards like the beards of a fifli-hook ; they arc faid to be very venomous, but 1 
know not their names. I have feen them in other places alfo, as at Pulo Condore, or the 
iflaud Condore, and at Achin, and have been told that they arc i» the Bay of Bengal. 

The fowls of this country are ducks and hens ; other tame fowl 1 have not feen nor 
heard of any. The wild fowl are pigeons, parrots, parroquets, turtie-dovi^s, and abun- 
dance 6f fmall fowls. There arc bats as big as a kite. 

There are a great many harbours, creeks, and good bays for (liips to ride in ; and 
livers navigable for canoes, proes or barks, which arc all plentifully ftored with fi(h of 
.divers forts, fo is alfo the adjacent fea. The chiefell fifli are bonetas, fnooks, cavallys, 
bremes, mullets, ten-pounders, &c. Here are alfo plenty of fea turtle, and fmall 
manatee, which are not ncaf fo big as thofe in the Weft Indies. 'The biggeft that I 
faw would not weigh above fix hundred pound j but the flelh both of the turtle and 
manatee are very fweet. 

The weather at Mindanao is temperate enough as to heat, for all itches fo near tlie 
equator, and efpecially on the borders near the fea. 'There they commonly enjoy the 
breezes by day, and cooling land-winds at night. The winds are caftcrly one part of the 
year, and wefterly the other. 'The eafterly winds begin to blow in October, and it is the 
middle of November before they are fettled. Thefe winds bring fair weather. The 
wefterly winds begin to blow' in May, but are not fettled till a month afterwards. 'I'he weft 
wdnds always bring rain, toniacloes, and very tcmj)eftuous weather. At the firft coming 
on of thefe winds they blow but faintly, but then the tornadoes rife one in a day, fome- 
times two : thefe are thunder ihowers which commonly come againft the wind, bringing 
witli them a contrary wind to what did blow before. After the tornadoes arc over, the 
wind ftiiffs about again, and the Iky becomes cleai', yet then in the vallies and the fides 
of the mountains there rifeth a thick iog which covers the land. 'The tornadoes continue 
thus for a week or more ; then they come thicker, two or three in a day, bringing 
violent gulls of wind and terrible claps of thunder. At lad they come fo fall, that 
the wind remains in the quarter from whence thefe tornadoes do rife, which is out of 
the weft, and there it Icttles till October or November. 'When thefe weftward winds 
are thus Icttled the Iky is all in mourning, being covered with black clouds, pouring 
down exceflive rams, fometimes mixt with thunder and lightning, that nothing aun be 
more dilmal. The winds raging to that degree that the Uiggoft trees are torn up by 
the roots, and the riyors fwcll and overllow their banks, and drown the lowladd, carry- 
ing great trees into the fea. 'Thus it continues fometimes a week together before the 
fun or ftars ajipca» The fierceft of this weather is in the latter end of July and in 
Auguft, for ii\en the towns feera to ftand in a great pond, and they go fitim one houfe 
to another in canoes. At this time the v^tcr carries away all the filth and naftinefs 
from under their hqufes. 'Wliilft this tempeftuous fcafon lafts the weather is cold and 
chilly. In September the weather is more moderate, and the winds are not fo fierce, 
nor the rain fo violent. 'The air thenceforward begins to be more clear and dclicht- 
fonie ; but then in the morning tliere are thick fogs, continuing till ’ten or dtweii 
o’clock before the fun fliines out, efpecially when it has rained in the night. In Octo- 
ber the eafterly winds begin to blow again, and bring fair weather till April. 'I'hus 
much concerning the natural ftate of Mindanao. 
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CHAP. II. -—'Of the Inhabitants, and civil State of the Ifle of %Iindanao. —■ The Min- 
danayans, Hillanoonos, Sologucs, and Alfoores. — Of the Mindanayans, properly fo 
called ; their Manners and Habits. — 7'he Habits and Manners of their IVomen . — A 
comical Cujlom at Mindanao. — Their Houfes, their Diet, and Wafhings. — The Lan- 
guages fppUcn there, and 2'ranfaBions with the Spaniards. — Their Tear of the Dutch, 
^and feeming Defire of the Englijh. — Their Handicrafts, and peculiar Sort of Smith's 
Bellows. — Their Shipping, Commodities and Trade. — Ihc Mindanao and Manilla 
Tobacco, — A Sort of Leprofy there, and other Diflcmpers. — Their Marriages. — The 
Sultan of Mindanao, his Poverty, Power, Family, — The Procs or Boats here. — 
Raja Laut the General, Brother to the Sultan, and his Family. — Their Way of Fight- 
ing. — Their Religion. — Raja Laut's Devotion. — A Clock or Drum in their M(fqucs. 
— Of their Circtimcijion, and the Solemnity then ufed. — Of other their Religious Ob- 
fervations and Superjiitions. — Their Abhorrence if Swine's Fhjh, Isfe. 

THIS ifland is not fubjccl to one Prince, neither is the language one and the fame ; 
but the people are much alike in colour, flrength and ftature. They are all or mnft of 
them of one religion, which is Mahometanifm, and their culloins and manner of living 
are alike. The.Mindanao people, more particularly fo called, are the grcatcil: nation in the 
ifland, and trading by fea with other nations they are therefore the more civil. I Ihall 
fay but little of the reft, being Icfs known to me, but fo much as hath come to my know- 
ledge take as follows : there are, befides the Mindanayans the Hiianoones (as they call 
them), or the Mountancers, the Sologues and Alfoores. 

The Hiianoones live in tlie heart or the country ; they have little or no commerce 
by fea, yet they have proes that row with twelve or fourteen oars a piece. They enjoy 
the benefit of the gold mines; and with their gold buy foreign commodities of 
the Mindanao people. They have alfo plenty of becs’-wa:c, which they exchange for 
other commodities. 

The Sologues inhabit the north-weft end of the ifland. 'i'hey an? the leaft nation of 
all ; they trade to Manila in proes, and to fomc of the neighbouring iflands, but have 
no commerce with the Mindanao people. ’ 

The Alfoores arc the fame W'ith the Mindanayans, and were formerly under the fub- 
jedtion of the Sultan of TVlindanao, but were divided between the Sultan’s children, and 
have of late had a Sultan of their own ; but having by marriage contrafted an alliance 
with the Sultan of Mindanao, this has occafioned that Prince to claim them again as 
his fu]rje&s and he made war with them a little alter w'c w’ent away, as I afterwards 
underftood. 

The Mindanavans properly fo called, are men of mean ftatnres,.fmall limbs, ftraighf 
bodies and little heads. I’heir faces are oval, their foreheads flat, with black fmall 
eyes, fliort low nofes, pretty large mouths ; their lips thin and r(.‘d, ‘ their teeth black, 
yet very found, their b.air black and ftraight, the colour of their fkin taw’ny, but inclin- 
ing to a brighter yellow than fome other Indians, efpecially the women, i'hey have a 
cuftora to wear (heir thumb-nails very long, efpecially that on their left thumb, for 
they do never cv»t it but ferape it often. They are indued with good natural wits, are 
ingenious, nimble and active when they are minded, but generally very lazy and 
thi«vilh, and will not work except forced by hunger. This lazinefs is natural to nioft: 
Indians ; but thefe people’s lazinefs feems rather to proceed not fo much from their 
natural inclinations, as from the feverity of their Prince, of whom they ftand in awe : 
for he dealing with them very arbitrarily, and taking from them what they get, this 
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damps their induftry, fo they never ftrive to have any thing but from hand to mouth. 
I'hey are generally proud and walk very ftately. They are civil enough to ftrangers, 
and will cafily be acquainted with them, and entertain them vfith great freedom j but 
they are implacable to their enemies, and Very revengeful if they are injured, fre- 
quently poifoning fecretly thofe that have affronted them. ^ 

They wear but few deaths ; their heads are circled with a fhort tiwbat, fringed 
or laced at both ends j it goes once about the head, and is tied in a knot*, the laced 
ends hanging down. They wear frocks and breeches, but no.ftockings nor Ihoes. * 

The women are fairer than the men ; and their hair is black and long, which they 
tic in a knot, that hangs back in their poles. They are more round vil'aged than the 
men, and generally well featured ; only their noil's are very fmall, and* lb low be- 
tween their eyes, that in fome of the female children the rifing that Ihould be between 
the eyes is fcarce difcernible ; neither is there any lenfible rifuig in their foreheads. 
At a diftance they appear very well j but being nigh, thefe impediments arc very ob- 
vious. I'hey have very fmall limbs. They wear but two garments ; a frock and ji 
fort of petticoat ; the petticoat is only a piece of cloth, lowed both ends together ; 
but it is made two feet too big for their waifts, fo that they may wear either end 
uppermoft ; that part that comes up to their waill, becaufe it is fo much too big, 
they gather it in their hands, and twill it till it fits clofe to their waifts, tucking in the 
twilled part between their waift and the edge of the petticoat, which keeps it dole. 
The frock fits loofe about them, and reaches down a little below the waift. The 
llecvcs are a groat deal longer than their arms, and fo fmall at the end, that their 
hands will fcarce go through. Being on the fleeve fits in folds about the wrift, wherein 
they take great pride. ^ 

The better fort of people have their garments made of long cloth ; but the ordi- 
nary fort wear cloth made of plantain-tree, which they call Saggen, by which name 
they call the plantain. 'I'hey have neither ftocking nor Ihoe, and the women have 
very fmall feet. 

The women arc very defirous of the company of ftrangers, efpccially of white 
men : and doubtlcfs would be very familiar, if the cuftom of the country did not debar 
them from that freedom, which feems coveted by them. Yet from the higheft to 
the loweft they are allowed liberty to converfe with, or treat ftrangers in the fight of 
their hulbands. 

There is a kind of begging cuftom at Mindanao, that I have not met clfewhere with 
in all ||ky travels j and which I believe is owing to the little trade they have, which is 
thus ; when ftrarfgcrs arrive here, the Mindanao men will come aboard, and invite 
them to their houfes, and inquire wdio has a comrade, (which word T believe they 
have from the Spaniards) or a pagally, and who has not. A comrade is a familiar 
male friend ; a pagally is an innocent platonic friend of the other lex. All ftrangers 
are in a manner obliged to accept of this acquaintance and familiarity, which muft be 
firft purchafed with a fmall prefent, and afterwards confirmed with fonte gift or other 
to continue the acquaintance : and as often as tlie ftranger goes afhorc, he is welcome 
to his comrade or pagally’s houfe, where he may be entertained for his inonev to eat, 
drink, or fleep ; and complimented, as often as he comes alhore with tobacco and 
b<HeI-nut, which is all the entertainment he mull exped gratis. 'J'iie richelt men’s 
wives are allowed the freedom to converfe with her pagally in public, ’and may give 
or receive prefents from him. liivcn the Sultan’s and generafs wives, w'ho are always 
coopt up, will yet look out of their cages when a ftranger paffeth by, and demand of 

c 2 him 



12 dampier’s account of the Philippines. 

him if he wants a pagaJly : and to invite him to their friendfhip, will fend a prcfent of 
tobacco and betel-nut to him by their fervants. 

The chiefeft city on this ifland is called by the fame name of Mindanao. It is feated 
on the fouth fide of the ifland in latitude fcvcn degrees twenty minutes north on the 
banks of a fmall river, about two miles from the fea. The manner of building is fome- 
what ftrangc, yet generally ufed in this part of the Eafl; Indies. Their houfes are all 
built on prods, about fourteen, fixteen, eighteen, or twenty feet high. Thefe pods 
are bigger or lefs, according to the intended magnificence of the fuperftrudture. They 
have but one floor, but many partitions or roon;s, and a ladder or ftairs to go up out 
of the ftreets. The roof is large and covered with palmeto or pahn-leaves. So there 
is a clear paMage like a piazza (but a filthy one) under the houfe. Some of the 
poorer people that keep ducks or hens, have a fence made round the piods of their 
houfes, with a door to go in aiul out ; and this under room ferves for no other ufe. 
Somqj ufe this place for the common draught ot their houfes, but building niodly clofe 
t)y the river in all parts of the Indies, they make the river receive all the filth of their 
houfe ; and at the time of the land-floods, all is waflied very clean. 

The Sultan’s houfe is much bigger than any of the refl. It Hands on about one 
hundred and eighty great pods or trees, a great dcral higher than the common build- 
ing, with great broad dairs made to go up. In the fird room he hath about twenty 
iron guns, all faker and minion, placed on field-carriages. 'I'lie general and other 
great men have fome guns alfo in their houfes. About twenty paces from the fulran’s 
houfe there is .*1 fmall low houfe, built purpofely for the reception of ambaflTadors or 
merchant drangers. This alfo Hands on pods, but the floor is not raifed above three 
or four feet above the ground, and is neatly cjpttcJ purpofely for the fultan and his 
council to fit on j for they ufe no chairs, but fit crofs-iegged like tailors on the 
floor. 

The common food at Mindanao is rice, or fago, and a fmall fifli or two. The better 
fort eat buffalo, or fowls ill dred, and abundance of rice with it. They ufe no fpoons 
to eat their rice, but every man takes a handful out of the platter, and by wetting his 
hand in water, that it may not dick to his hand, fqueezes into a lump, as hard as 
podibly he can make it, and then crams it into his mouth. They all drive to raal^ 
thefe lumps as big as their mouth can receive them ; and feem to vie with each other, 
and glory in taking in tlie bigged lump j fo that fometimes th(!y almod choke them- 
felves. They always wafh after meals, or if they touch any thing that is unclean ; 
for which rcafon they fpend abundance of water in their houfes. This wajp*, with 
the wadiing of their difhes, and what other filth tliey make, they poUr down near their 
fire place : for their chambers are not boarded, but floored with fplit bamboes, like 
lathe, fowthat the water pfefcntly falls underneath their dwelling rooms, wdiere it 
breeds maggots, and makes a prodigious dink, liefides this filthmefs, the fick people 
eafe thcmfelvcs, and make w'ater in their chambers; there being a, final 1 hole made 
purpofely in t(ie floor, to let it drop through. But healthy found people commonly 
eafe themfeives and make water in the river. For that reafon you fhall always fee 
abundance of people of both fexes in the river, from morning till night ; fome eafing 
themfeives, otheks wafhiag their bodies or clothes. If they come into the river pur- 
pofely to wadi their clothes, they drip and Hand naked till they have done ; then put 
them on, and march out again : both men and women take great delight in fwimming, 
and wafhing themfeives, ‘ being bred to it from their infancy. I do believe it is very 
wholcforae to wafli mornings and evenings in thefe hot countries, at lead three or four 
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days in the week : for I did ufe myfelf to it when I lived afterwards at Bencooly, and 
found it very refrefhing and comfortable. It is very good for thofe that have fluxes 
to wafh and ftand in the river mornings and evenings. I fpeak it experimentally, 
for I was brought very low with that diftemper at Achin ; but by walhing conftantly 
mornings and evenings I found great benefit, and was quickly cured by it. 

In the city of Mindanao they fpcak two languages indifferently, theiV own Min- 
danao language, and the Malaya : but in other parts of the ifland they Ipeak onljt 
their proper language, having little commerce abroad. They have fchools, and in- 
ftrudl: their children to read and write, and bring them up in the Mahometan religion. 
Therefore many of.thc words, cfpccially their prayers, are in Arabic ; aijd many of 
the words of civility the fame as in Turkey ; and efpecially when they meet in the 
morning, or take leave of each other, they exprefs themfelves in that language. 

Many of the old people, both men and women, can fpeak Spanifh, for the Spa- 
niards were formerly fettled among them, and had fc^ral forts on this ifland ; •' and 
then they fent two viars to the city to convert the Sultan of ]\'Iindanao and his people.* 
At that time thefe people bej^an to learn Spanilh, and the Spaniards incroached on 
them and endeavoured to bring them into fubjeddion ; and probably before this time 
had brought them all under their yoke, if they themfelves had not been drawn off 
from this ifland to Manila, to refift the Chinefe, who threatened to invade them there. 
When the Spaniards were gone, the old Sultan of Mandanao, father to the prefent, 
in whofe time it was, razed and demoliflied their forts, brought away their guns, and 
fent away the friars j and fmcc that time will not fuftcr the Spaniards to fettle on the 

They are now moff; afraid of the Dutch, being fenfible how they have inflaved many 
of the neighbouring iflands. For that rcafon the) have a long time defired the Englifli 
to fettle among them, and have offered them any convenient place to build a fort in, 
as the general himfelf told us ; giving this reafon, that they do not find the Englifh fo 
incroaching as the Dutch or Spanifh. The Dutch arc no lefs jealous of their admitting 
the Englifh, for they are fenfible what detriment it would be to them if the Englifh 
Ihould fettle here. 

There arc but few tradefmen at the city of Mindanao. The chiefefl; trades are 
goldfmiths, blackfndths, and carpenters. There are but two or three goldfmiths ; 
thefe will work in gold or filver, and make any thing that you dcfire : but they have 
no fhop furnifhed with ware ready made for falc. Here are fcvcral blackfmiths who 
work vdfy well, confidering the tools that they work with. Their bellows are much 
different from ours ; they are made of a wooden cylinder, the trunk of a tree, ,about 
three feet long, bored hollow like a pump, and fet upright on the ground, on which 
the fire itfelf is mad^. Near the lower end there is a fmall hole, in the fide of the 
frunk next the fire, made to receive a pljre, througli which the wind is driven to the 
fire by a great burfch of fine feathers faffened to one end of the ftick, which clofing 
up the infide of the cylinder, drives the air out of the cylinder through the pipe : 
two of thefe trunks or cylinders are place 1 fo nigh together, that a man Handing be- 
tween them may work them both at once alternately, one with each li^md. They have 
neither vice nor anvil, but a great hard flone or a piece of an old g^m, to hammer 
upon: yet they will porfornt their work, making both common uienfils and iron- 
wofks about fhips to admiration. They work altogether with charcoal.’ Every man 
almoft is a carpenter, for they can work with the axe and adz. Their axe is but 
fmall, and fo made that they can take it out of the helve, and by turning it make an 
adz of it. They have no faws j but when they make plank, they fplit^ the tree in- 
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two, and make a plank of each part, plaining it with the axe ind adz. This requires 
much pains, and takes up a great deal of time ; but they woik cheap, and the good- 
nefs of the plank thus hewed, which hath its grain preferved entire, makes amends for 
their coft and pains. 

They build good and ferviceable fliips or barks for the fea, fome for trade, others 
for pleafure ; and fome Ihips of w'ar. Their trading velTcls they fend chiefly to 
Manila. Thither they tranfport bees'-wfax, which, I think, is the only commodity 
feefides gold that they vend there. The inhabitants of the city of Mindanao get a 
great deal of bees’-wax thcmfelves : but the greatefl quantity they purchafe is of the 
mountaineers, from whom they alfo get the gold which they fend tq Manila ; and with 
thefe they buy their calicoes, muflins, and China filk. They fend fometimes their 
barks to Borneo and other iflands ; but what they tranfport thither, or import from 
thence, I know not. The Dutch come hither in floops from Ternatc and Tidore, 
and buy pice, bees’-wax, and tobacco : for here is a great deal of tobacco grows on 
this ifland, more than in any ifland or country in the Ealt Indies, that 1 know of, 
Manila only excepted. It is an excellent fort of tobacco ; but thefe people have not 
the art of managing this trade to their bell; advantage, as the Spaniards have at Ma- 
nila. I do believe the feeds were firft brought hither from Manila by the Spaniards, 
and even thither, in all probability from America : the diff'erenct , between tlic Min- 
danao and Manila tobacco is, that the Mindanao tobacco is of a darker colour ; and 
the leaf larger and grolfer than the Manila tobacco, being propagated or planted in a 
fatter foil. The Manila tobacco is of a bright yellow colour, of an indifferent fize, 
not ftrong, but pleafant to fmoke. The Spaniards at Manila are very curious about 
this tobacco, having a peculiar way of making it up neatly in the leaf, for they take 
two little flicks, each about a foot long, and flat, and placing the flalks of the tobacco 
leaves in a row, forty or fifty of them between the two flicks, they bind them hard 
together, fo that the leaves hang dangling down ; one of tliefe bundles is fold for a ' 
rial at Fort St. George : but you may liave ten or twelve pounds of tobacco at Min- 
danao for a rial ; and the tobacco is as good, or rather belter than the Manila tobacco, 
but they have not that vent for it as the Spaniards have. 

The Mindanao people are much troubled with a fort of Icjjrofy, the fame as we 
obferved at Guam. This diflemper runs with a dry feurf all over their bodies, and 
caufeth great itching in thufe tfiat have it, making them frequently fcrutch and ferub 
themfclvcs, which raifeth the outer fkin in fmall whitifh flakes, like the fcales of little 
fill), when they arc raifed on end with a knife. This makes their fkin extraordinary 
rough^. and in fome you fludl fee broad white fpols in fevcral parts* of their body. 1 
judge fuch have liad it, but w'erc cured ; for their Ikins were I'mooth, and 1 did not 
perceive them to icrub thcmfelves : yet I have learnt from their own mouths that 
thefe fpots were fro n this diflemper. Whether they ufe any means to cure themfelvevS, 
or whether it goes away of iifelf, 1 know not : but 1 did not pcrcewe that they made 
any great matter of it, for they did never refrain any company lor ii j'none of our 
people caught ii C/f them, for we were afraid of it, and kept off. They are fomt-times 
troubled with the fiuall-pox, but their ordinary diflcmpcrs are fevers, agues, fluxes, 
with great pains, and gripings in their guts. The country afibrtls a great many drugs 
and medicinal herbs, whofe virtues are not unknotVn to fome of them that pretend to 
cure the lick. ' 

The Mindanao men have many waves : but what ceremonies are ufod when they 
marry 1 knt^ not. There is commonly a great feafl made by the bridegroom to 
entertain iSiends, and the molt part of the night is fpent in mirth. 
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*• The Sultan isabfolute in his power over all his fubjedts. He is but a poor Prince ; 
for as I mentioned before,* thc-y have but little trade, and therefore cannot be rich. 
If the fultan underftands tliat any man has money, if it be but twenty dollars, which 
is a great matter among them, he will fend to' borrow fo much ’money, pretending 
urgent occafions for it '; and they dare not deny him. Sometimes he will fend to fell 
one thing or another that he hath to difpofe of, to fuch whom he knojvs to have 
money, and they mull; buy if, and give him his price; and if afterwards heJiath oc- 
calion for the fame thing, he mull have it if he fends for it. He is but a little man, 
between fifty or fixty years old, and by relation very good-natured, but over-ruled 
by thofe about him. ^lle has a queen, and keeps about twenty-nine women, or wives 
more, in whofe company he I'pends moll of his time. He has one daughter by his 
fultanefs or queen, and a great many fons and daughters by the reft. Thefe walk 
about tlie llrects, ..and would be always begging things of us ; but it is reported, that 
the young Princefs is kept in a room and never llirs out, and that llie did never fee 
any man but her father and Raja Laut her uncle, being then about fourteen y&rs 
old. • 

When the fultan vifits his friends he is carried in a fmall couch on four men’s 
lliouklers, with eight or ten armed men to guard him ; but he never goes far this way; 
for the country is very woody, and they have but little paths, which renders it the lefs 
commodious. When he takes his pleafure by water, he carries feme of his wives* 
along with him. The proes that are built for this purpofe, are large enough to en- 
tertain fifty or fixty perfons or more. The hull is neatly built, with a round head 
and Hern, and over the hull there is a fmall llight houfe built with bamboos ; the 
fides arc made up with fplit bamboos, about four feet high, with little windows in them 
of the fame, to open and lliut at their pleafure. The roof is ahnoll flat, nearly 
thatched with palmeto leaves. This houfe is divided into two or three frnall partitions 
or chambers, one particularly for himfelf. This is neatly matted undcruealh and round 
the lides, and there is a carpet and pillows for him to fleep on. The fecond room is 
for his women, much like the former. The third is for the fervants, who tend them 
v\i!li tc.bacco and betel-mit ; for they are always chewing or litioking. I'he fore 
and afterparts of the veflel arc for the mariners to fit and row. Beficlcs this, they 
have outlayers. fuch as thole I deferibed at Guam ; only the boats and outlayers here 
are larger, rhele boats are more round, like a half-moon almolt ; and die bam- 
boos or outlayers that reach from the boat are alfo crooked. Befides, the boat is 
not flat on one fide here, as at Guam ; but hath a belly and outlayers on each fide t 
and whereas at Gn:ftTi there is a little boat laflcned to the outlayers, that lies in the 
water; the beams or bamboos here are faftened traverfewife to the outlayers on ^ach 
fide, and touch not the water like boats, but one, three, or “four feet above th^ water, 
.and ferve for the barge- men to fit and row rmd paddle on ; the infide of the veffel, 
except only jufi afo#e and abaft, being taken up with the apartments for the paffengers. 
There run acrOfs the outlayers two tier of beams for the paddlcrs to fit on^on each fide 
the veflel. d'he lower tier of thefe beams Is not above a foot from the water ; fo that 
upon any the leaft reeling of the veflel, the beams arc dipped into the water, and the 
men that fit are wot up to their wafle ; their feet fcldom efcaping tht water. And 
thus, as ail our vefl'cls are rowed from within, thefe are paddled from without. 

The fultan hath a brother called Raja Laut, a brave man. He is the fecond man in 
the kingdom. All ftrangers that come hither to trade mull make their addrefs to him, 
for all fea-affairs belong to him. lie licenfeth ftrangers to import or export any com- 
modity, and ’tis by his permiffion that the natives themfelves are fuflered to tra^e : nay, 
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the very fifliermen muft take a permit from him ; fo that t'here is no man can come 
into the i-Iver or go out of it but by his leave. He is two oV' three y ears younger than 
the fultan, and a littlfc man like him. He has eight women, by (ome of whom he hath 
iffuc. He hath only one fon, about twelve or fourteen years old, wiio was ciremneifed 
while we were there. His elded fon died a little befovo w'e came hither, for whom he 
was dill in great hcavinefs. If he had lived a little longer he fliould have married the 
young princefs ; but whether this fecond fon mud have hei‘ 1 know not, for 1 did never 
hear any difeourfe, about it. Raja Laut is a very flrarp man : he fpeaks and writes 
Spanifh, which he learned in his youth. He has, by oiten converting with Itrangers, 
got a great fight into the cudoms of other nations, ard by Spanifli books has fomc 
knowledg6 of Europe. He is general of the Minclanayans, and is accountedan expert 
foldicr, and a very uout man ; and the women in their dances, fnig many fongs in his 
praife. 

The fultan of hlindanao fomctiines makes war with his neighbours the luountainecrs, 
or Alfoorcs. Their weapons arc fwovds, lances, and fome juind-creilcls. 'Ihe crellct 
is a fmall thing like a bayonet, which they always wear in war t>r peace, at work or 
play, from the greated of them to the pooved, or the meaned perfons. They tlo never 
meet each other fo as to have a pitched battle, but they build fmall works or forts of 
timber, wherein they plant little guns, and He in fight of each oiIk.t two oi’ three months 
Ikirmifhing every day in finall parties, and fometimes furprifiiig a hivad-work j and 
whatever fide is like to be worded, if they have no probability to (.;l'cape by flight, they 
fell their lives as dear as they can ; for there is fcldom any quarter given, but the con- 
queror cuts and hacks his ouemies to pieces. 

The religion of thefe people is ISlaiiomctanifin. Friday is their fabbath : but I did 
never fee any diflerence that they make betw ecn this day and any other day ; only the 
fultan himfelf goes then to the inofque twice. Raja Laut never goes ti) the mol'que, 
but prays at certain hours, eight or ten times in a day ; wherever he is, he is very 
punftual to his canonical hours, and if he be aboard will go afhorc, on purpofe to pray; 
for no bufmefs nor company hinders him from this duty. ’Wflicther he is at home or 
abroad, in a houfc or in tlic field, he loaves ail his company, and goes about one hun- 
dred yards oil’, and there kneels down to his devotion. He firft kifliJS the ground, 
then prays aloud, and divers times in his prayers he kiifes the ground, and does the 
fame when he leaves off. His fervants and his wives and children talk and fing, or 
play how they plcafe all the time, but iiitnfelf Is very ferious. 'I'hc meaner fort of 
people have little devotion ; 1 did never fee any of them at their prayers, or go into a 
mofque. 

Ilf the fiiltan’s mofque there is a groat drum, with but one head, called a gong ; 
which i.' inflead of a clock. This gong is beaten at twelve o’clock, at three, fix, and 
nine ; a man being apjiointed for that liirvice. He has a flick as big as a man’s arm, 
with a great knob at the end, bigger than a man’s fill, made with cotton, bound fafl: 
with fmall cojds * w'tii this he ftrikes the gong as hard as he can, about twenty ftrokes; 
beginning uj fliike leifurcly the firft five or fix ftrokes, then he ftrikes fafter, and at 
laft ftrikes as fall: as he can ; and then he ftrikes again flower ami flower fo many more 
ftrokes: thus He rifes and falls three times, and then leaves oft' till three liours after. 
This is done night and day. 

They circumcife the males at eleven or twelve years of age, or older ; and many are 
circumcifed at once. 'This ceremony is performed with a great deal of folemnity. 
There had been no circumcifion for fome years before our being here ; and then there 
was one for Raja Laui’s fon. They choofc to have a general circumcifion when the 
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Sultan or general, or lomc other great' pcrfon hath a fon fit to be circuniclfcd ; for 
with him a great many more are circumcifed. There js notice given, about 
eight or ten days before, for all men to appear in arms ; and great preparation is 
made againft the folemn day. In the morning, before the boys are circumcifed, 
prefents are font to the father of the child that keeps the fcaft, which, as I faid 
before, is either the fultan or feme great perfon; and about ten or eleven g’ciock the 
Mahometan prieft does his office. He takes hold of the forclkin with two fticks, 
and with a pair of feiflars fnips it off. After this moft of the •men, both in city and 
country being in arms before the houfe, begin to aft as if they were engaged with an 
enemy, having fuch arms as 1 deferibed. Only one ads at a time ; the reft make a 
great ring of two or three hundred yards round about him. He that is to cxercife 
comes into the ring with a great ftiriek or two, and a horrid look ; then he fetches two 
or three large ftately Itrides and falls to work. He holds his broad-fword in one hand, 
and his lance in the other, and traverfes his ground, leaping from one fide of the ring 
to the other ; and, in a menacing pofture and look, bids defiance to the enemy whom 
his fancy frames to him ; for there is nothing but air to oppofe him. 'I'hcn he ftamps 
and lhakes his head, and grinning with his teeth makes many ruelul faces. Then he 
throws his lance, and nimbly fnatches out his crclTet, with which he hacks and hews 
the air like a mad-itian, often ffirieking. At lalt being almoft tired with motion, he 
flies to the middle of the ring, where he feems to have liis enemy at his mercy, and 
with two or three blows cuts on the ground as if he was cutting oif his enemy’s liead. 
By this time he is all of a fweat, and withdraws triumphantly out of the ring, and 
prefcntly another enters with the like flirieks and geftures. Thus they continue com- 
bating their imaginary enemy all the reft of the day ; towards the conchifion of which 
the rieheft men act, and at laft the general, and then the fultan concludes this cere- 
mony : he and the general, with fome other great men, are in armour, but the reft 
have none. After this the fultan returns home, accompanied wfith abundance of pojple, 
who wait on him there till tliey are difmiffed. But at the time wlicn we were there, 
there was an after-game to be played ; for the general’s fon being then circumcifed, 
the fultan intended to give him a fecond vilit in the night, fo they all waited to attend 
him thither. The general alio provided to meet him in the belt manner, and therefore 
defired Captain Swan with his men to attend him. Accordingly Captain Swan ordered 
us to get our guns and wait at tlie general’s houfe till further orders. So about forty 
of us waited til! eight o’clock in the evening ; when the general with Captain Swan, and 
about one thoufaisj men, went to meet tlie I'ultan, with abundance of torches that 
made it as light as day. The manner of the march was thus ; firft of nil ther^ was a 
pageant, and upon it two danang women gorgeoufly apparelled, with coronete on their 
jicads, full of glittcflng i'panglcs, and pendants of the fitne, hanging down over their 
breait and fliouldcys. d hele are women bred up purpofely for dancing : their feet and 
legs are .but little employed, except Ibmelimes to turn round very gcjitly ; but their 
hands, arms, head, and body, arc in continual motion, cfpecially their arms, which they 
turn and twill lb Itrangely, that you would think them to be made without bones. 
Bcfidcs the two dancing women, iliere were two old women in tho^ pageant holding 
each a lighted torch in their hands, dole by the two dancing women, by which 
light the glittering Ipangles appeared very glorioufly. This pageant \vas carried by 
dix lully men : then came fix or leven torches, lighting the general and Captain Swan, 
who marched fule by fide next, and we that attended Captain Swan followed clofe 
after, marching in order fix and fix abreaft, with each man his gun on his lliouldcr, 
VOL- XI. D and 
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and torches on each fide. After us came twelve of the general’s men, with old Spa- 
nifh matchlocks, marching four in a row. After them about forty lances, and behind 
them as many with grcMit i'words, marching all in order. After them came abundance 
only with creffets by their fides, who marched up clofe without any order. When we 
came near the fultan’s houfe, the fultan and his men met us, and we wheeled off 
to let them fals. The fultan had three pageants went before him : in the firft pageant 
were four of his fons, who were about ten -or eleven years old ; they had gotten 
abundance of fmall ftfines, which they roguiflily threw about on the people’s heads : 
in the next were four young maidens, nieces to the fultan, being his filter’s daughters ; 
and in the third, there was three of the fultan’s children, not above fix years old. 'I'he 
fultan himfelf followed next, being carried in his couch, whicli w'as not like your In- 
dian palankin, but open, and very little and ordinary. A multitude of propie came 
.after, without any order ; but as loon as he was pa(t by, the general and Captain Swan, 
and all our men, clofed in juft behind the fultan, and fo all marched together to the 
general’s houfe. We ctimc thither between ten and eleven o’clock, where the great- 
eft part of the company were immediately difiniil'ed ; but the fultan :md his chikiren, 
and hio nieces, and foine other perfons of quality, entered the general’s liouie. 'i’hey 
W'ere met at the head of the flairs by the general’s women, who with a great deal of 
refpcift conduded them into the houfe. Captain Swan, anil wo tfiat were with him, 
followed after. It was not long before the general caufed his dancing-women to enter 
the room and divert the company with that paftime. I had forgot to tell \ou tliat they 
have none but vocal raufic here, by what 1 could learn, except only a row of a kind 
of bells without clappers, fixteen in number, and their weight increafiiig gradually 
from about three to ten pound weight. Thcfe are fet in a row on a tal'le in the ge- 
neral’s houfe, where for I'even or eight days together before tin; circumciliou tlay, they 
were ffruck eacii with a little Hick for the biggell part of the day, makin'.’; a great 
uoife, and they ceafed that morning. So thefe dancing-women fung theinidvi's, and 
danced to their ownmufic. After iliis the general’s w'oinen, and the fultan’s ions, and 
his nieces, danced. Two of the fultan’s nieces were about eighteen or ninetirn years 
old, the other two wore three or four years yimngcr. 'I'hefe young ladies were very 
richly dreffed, with loofe garments of lilk, and fmall coronets on their heads. Tiiey 
were much fairer than any v.oineii I did ever fee there, and very well featurci,’ ; and 
their nofes, though bur fmall, yet higher than the other women’s, and very well propor- 
tioned. When tie' ladies had very well diverted thenifelves and the compai'.y witli 
dancinjT, tiie gener;il caufed u.s to fire fume fky-rockets, that wert:*made by his and 
Captain Swan’s order purpofely for this night’s fblemnity; and after that the fuli.in 
and his reiinue went away, wuh a few attendants, and we all broke up: and thus eiuli d 
this day’s folemniiy. Hut the I)oys, being fore with their amputatfoii, WT’iit ilraddling. 
for a fortnight after. , 

They are now, as 1 laid bi fore, very curiuu;;, or ftrld in obferving any days,.nr times 
of particular dev (f an., exeeut It be KanuJam lime, as we call it. The Ratndam time 
was then in Avigud, as I take it, lor it was fliortly after our arrival here. In this time 
they faft all day, ;ind about fevtii o’clock in the evening they fpend near an hour in 
prayer. Towards the latter end oi' their prayer they loudly invoke their prophet for 
about a quarter* of an hour, both old and young bawling out very (trangely, as if they 
intended to fright hitn ou*of his flee|jinefs or neglect of them. After their prayer is 
ended, they fpend fome time in feafting before they take their re pofe. Thus they do 
every day for a wliole month at lealt } for Ibinetimes it is two or three days longer 
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before the Ramdam .ends : for it begins at the new moon, and lafls till they fee the 
next new moon, which Ibmetimes in thick hazy weather is not till three or tour Jays 
after the change, as it happened while 1 was at Achin, where they coniinueJ the Raiiu 
dam till the new moon\s appearance. The next day after they have feeii the new inoon» 
the guns are all difeharged about noon, and then the time ends. 

A main part of their religion confills in wafliing often, to keep thenjfclvcs from 
being defiled ; or after they are defiled to cleanfe theinfelves again. They alfo 
great care to keep thcmfclves from being polluted, by tafling ‘or touching any thing 
that is accounted unclean ; therefore fwine’s llefli is very abominable to them ; nay, 
anv oi^e that hath either tailed of fwine’s flefli, or touched thofe creatuiics. Is not per- 
milted to come into their houfes in many Jays alter, and there is nothing will (care them 
more than a fwine. Yet there are wild hogs in the iflands, and thofe lb plentiful, that 
they will come in troops out of the woods in the night into the very city, and come 
uiuler their houfes to rummage up and down the filth that they find there. The na- 
tives ihorchu'e would even d^‘lire us to lie in wait for the liogs to dcltroy them, which 
we did frequently, by fhooting them and carrying them prefently on board, but were 
prohibited their houfes afterwards. 

And now I am on this fubjecl, I cannot omit a (lory concerning the general. He 
once defired to have a pair of fhoes made after the Englilh falliion, though he did vcTy 
feldoin wear any; fo one of our men made him a pair, which the. general liked very w'cli. 
Afterwards fomc body told him, that the thread w^herevvith the fhoes were lowed were 
pointed with hog’s brillles. lliis put him into a great paHiou ; fo he feiit the llioes 
to the man that made them, and fent him withal more leather to make another pair, 
with threads ])ointed with fomc other hair, which was immediately done, and then he 
was w^ell pieaibJ. 


CHAP. III. — Their coaflin^ alon^ the Iflc of Mindanao^ from a Bay on the Fajl Side t9 
another at the Souih-caji End. — Tornados and hoijlcroits Weather . — The Scuth-cq/i 
Coajf and its Savannah and Plenty of Deer. — They coajl alony^ the South Side to the 
Riwr of Mindanao City., and anchor there. — 'Vhe Si(ltan\^ Brother and Son come 
aboard., and imcJc them to fettle there. — Of the Ecaliblcncfs and probable Advantage of 
fuch a Settlement from the neighbouring Cy old and Spice IJlands. — Of the bcjl Way to 
Mindanao by the South Sea and Terra Aujlralis ; and of an accidental Difeovery there 
by Captain Davis., and a Probability of a greater. — The Capacity they ^^vere in to fettle 
here. — 'The Mindanayans mcafure their Ship. — Captain S wanks Prefentto ihc^idtan: 
his Reception of ii^ and^Audience given to Captain S^auin.,*:vitb Raja Laut., the Sulfan\i 
Brother s Entertainment of him . — The Cjitcnts of two EngUflo l.ettcrs Jheiun them by 
the Sultan of Mindanao. — Of the Commodities., and the Punijhmcnts there. — The 
General's Caution how fo demean thcmfelvcs ; at his Perfuafion they lay up their Ships 
in the River. — The Mandanayamd Careffes. — The great Rains and Floods of the City. 

— The Mandanayans have Cbmefe Accountants. — Ho%v their Women dance. — A Story 
of one John Thacker. — Their Bark eaten up, and their Ship endayigercd by the Worm. 

— Of the Worms here and clfcwhcrc. — Of Captain Szuan. — Raja Isaut, the General's 
Dcceitfulncfs. — Hunihig wild Kine. — The Prodigality of fo7ue of jhe Englijh. 
Captain Swan treats with a young Indian of a SpiccAJland.^ — A Hunting Voyage with 
the General. — His puniflAng a Servant of his. — Of his Wives and Women. — yl Sort 
of Jirong Rice-Drink. — The Gcyicral's foul Dealmg and Exadtioyis. — Captain Swanks 
Uyieafttufs atid indifcrcet Management. — His Men mutiny. ^Qf a Snake iwjiing 
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V 

about one of their Ncrhs. — The main Part of the Crew p nu\ay with the Shipy kav* 
ing Captain Swan and fonic of his Men : fcveral others poifoned there, 

HAVING in the two laft chapters given fenne account of the natural, civil, and 
religious itatc of Mindanao, 1 fliall now go on with the profecution of our affairs during, 
our Itay there.' 

It was in !i bay on the north-eafl fide of the ifland tlnit w^e came to an anchor, as 
hath been faid. We l;iy in this bay but one night, and part ol the next day. Yet 
tliere we got fpcech wiili fome of the natives, wdio by figns made us to underfland, 
that the city of Mindanao was on the w'ell fide of the ifland. We endeavoured to per- 
fi'.ade one of thtan lo g>'} with us to be our pilot, but he would iK^t : therefore' in the 
afternoon we loofed from hence, fleering again to the fouth-eafl, having tlie wind at 
foutl'i-wefh AV'hen we came to the fouth-eafl end of the ifland Mindanao, \\v law tw\> 
frnall illaiids abinit three leagues diflant from it. We might have palled between them 
and the main illand, as w’c learnt fince; but not knowing them, nor what dangers w'e 
might en.counter there, we chofe rather to fail to the ealfward of them ; hut mi^eting 
very flrong wellerly winds we got nothing forward in many days. In this time we firll 
faw the iilaiuls Meangis, which are about fixleen leagues diflant from the Mindanao, 
bearing fouth-eafl. I fliall have occafion to fpeak more of them hereafter. 

The 4th day of July vve got into a deep bay, four leagues norfh-wefl from the two 
fmall iflands befm'e mentioned. Ilut the night before, in a violent tornado, our bark 
bi'ing unable to bear any longer, bore away, which put us in fome pain for fear flic was 
overfet, as vve had like to have been ourfclves. We anchored on the fouth-wefl fide 
of the bav, in fifteen fathoms water, about a cal)h*’s leiigih from fliore. Here vve were 
forced to Iholter ourfelvc’S from the violence of the weather, which was (b boilierous 
with rains and tornados and a flrong vveflerly wind, that vve were very glad to find this 
place to anchc^r in, being the only fhelter on this fide from the well winds. 

J’hivS bay is not above two miles wide at the mouth, but farther in it is three leagues 
wide, and leven fathoms deep, running north-north-wefl. There is a good depth of 
water about four or five leagues in, but rocky foul ground lor about two leagues in 
from the mouth on botli lides of the bay, excejit only in that place where we lay. 
About three leagues in from the inoutii, on the eaflern fide, there are fair fandy bays, 
and very good ancheuang in four, five and fix fathoms, d'hc' land on tlie eaft fide is 
high, mountainous and vvooily, yet very well watered with fmall brooks, and there is 
one river large enough for canoes to enter. On the w'elt fide ol thediay tlie land is of 
a mean. height with a large favannah bordering on the fea, and flretching from the 
mouth of tfie bay a great way to the vvellvvard. • 

d'liis favannah aboiUKl', with long grafs, and it is plentifully flocked with deer. The 
adjacent wrioJ.s are a vovej't iur them in tlie heat of the day ; but mornings and even-*’ 
iiigs lliey feed in tlie open ])laiiKs as thick as in our parks in England. 1 iicTcr law any 
where fuch pl'huy wild deer, though 1 have met with them in feveral parts of 
Auvrica, both in tin north and fouth feas. 

'i’hc deer live here pretty peaceably and unmoleiled, for there are no inhabitants on 
that fide of the bay. We vifited this favannah every morning, and killed as many 
deer as vve ple?.fc;d, ibrnetiiiics fixteon or eighteen in a day j and vve did cat nothing but 
venifon all the time we lli'.yed there. 

We faw a great many plantations by the Tides of the mountains, on the eafl: fide of 
the bay, and we went to one of them, in hopes to learn of the Inhabitants whereabouts 
ihe city w^as, that wc might nut over-fail in the night, but they fled from us* 

Wc 
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We lay here till iIk twelfth day before the winds abated of their fury, and then we 
failed from hence, direftiiig our courfe to the weltvvard. ‘In the morning we had a 
land-wind at north. At eleven o’clock the fea breeze camc*at weft juft itt our teeth, 
but it being fair weather we kept on our way, turning and taking the advantage of the 
land-breezes by night and the fea-brt'ezes by d iy. 

Being now paft the fouth-eaft part of tlie iiland we coafted down on the fouth fide, 
and we faw abundance of canoes a filhing, and now and then a fmall village. Neither 
were thefe inhabitants afraid of us, as the former, but came a'board ; yet we could not 
underftand them nor they us but by figns : and when we mentioned the word Min- 
danao they would point towards it. • 

The i8th day of July we arrived before the river of Mindanao, tlie mouth of which 
lies in latitude 6 degrees 22 minutes north, and is laid in 231 degrees 12 minutes longi- 
tude weft, from the Lizard in Lngland. We anchored right againft the river in fifteen 
fathom water, clear hard lanti ; about two miles from the Ihnre, and three or four miles 
from a fmall ifland that laj* without us to the Ibtithward. We fired feven or nine guns, 
I retnember not well which, and were anfwm-ed again with three from the fhore, for 
which we gave one again. Immediately after our coming to an anchor. Raja Lautand 
one of the Sultan’s fons came oil in a canoe, being rowetl with ten oars, and demanded 
in Spanifh w'hat we were, and from whence we came ? Mr. Smitii (he who’was 
taken prifoner at I.eon in Mexico) anfwered in the fame language that we wercKnglifh, 
and that we had been a great while out of England. They told us that we W’cre wel- 
come, and alked us a great many queftions about England ; efpecially concerning our 
Kaft India merchants, and whether we were lent by them to fettle a faftory here ? 
Mr. Smith told them that we came hither onK to buy provifion. Tliey feeincd a little 
dileonteuted when they underftood that we were not come to fettle among them ; for 
they had heard of our arrival on the call fide of the ifland a great while before, and 
entertained hopes that we were lent purpofely out of England hither to fettle a trade 
with them, which it fhould feem they are very delirous oi : for Captain Goodlud had 
been here not long before to treat with them about it ; and when he wont aw'ay told 
them, as they laid, that in Ihort time they might e.xpetl; rm ambaflador from England 
to make a lull bargain with thetn. 

Indeed, upon mature thoughts, 1 fliould think we could not Iiave done better than 
to have complied with the defiro they feemed to have of our fettling liei*e ; and to have 
taken up our quarters among them. For as ih.ereby we might better have confulted 
our own profit and fatisfadion, than by the otluT loofe roving way of life ; fo it might 
probably Iiave jn-oved of public benefit to our nation, ayd been a means of introducing 
an Englilh fettleipent and trade, not only here, but through feveral of the’fpice-illands 
which lie in its neighbourhood. 

Eor tlie iflartds Meangis, which 1 mentioned in the beginning of this chapter, lie 
within twenty leagues of Mindanao. 'J'hefe are three fmall iflands<hat abound w'itb 
gold and cloves, il I may credit my tuuiior. Prince Jeoly, who w'as born on one of thetn, 
and was at that time a Have in the city of Mindanao. He might [lave been purchafed 
by us of his mafter for a Imall matter (;is he was afterwards by Mr. Mooily, who came 
Jiither to trade, and laded a fliip with clove-bark), and by tranfporting liiiii home to 
*liis own country, we might have gotten a trade there. ,But of Pnnee Jeoly I fliall 
Ipeak more hereafter. 'Phefo iflaiuls are as yet probably unknowai to the Dutch, who, 
as 1 laid before, endeavour to engrofs all the Ipice into their own hands. 

Ihere was another o]iporiunity ollered us here of fettling on another fpice-ifland 
that was very well iiiliabitetl : for the inhabitants fearing the Diircb, ami imderftand- 
ing thait the Englifli wore feitlipg at Mindanao, their Suiiaii IVnl his iiephew'to Minda- 
nao 
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nao while we were there to invite us thitlier. Captain Swan conferred with him about 
it divers times, and 1 do believe he had lomc inclination to accept the ofi'er, and I am 
lure moll of the men were for it; but this never came to a head, for want of a true 
underltanding between Captain Swan and hLs men, as may be declared hereafter. 

Befide the benefit which might accrue from this trade with Meangis, and other the 
fpice-iflands, jhe Philippine iflands themlelves, by a little care and induftry, might have 
afl'cH’ded us a very beuelicial trade, and all thefe trades might have been managed from 
Mindanao, by fettling there fird. for that illarid lieth very convenient for trading 
either to tlio fpice-iflands, or to the red ol the Philippine iflands ; fince as its fiil is 
much of the flune nature with either ol them, f) it lies as it were in the ci’iirre of the 
gold and fpice trade in thefe parts ; the iflands north of Mindanao abounding molt in 
gold, and thofe foutli of Meangis in fpice. 

As the ifland Mindanao lies very convenient for trade fo conddering its didtuice, 
the way thither may not be overlong and tirefome. The courfe tliat 1 wa,>uld choofe 
fliould be to fet out of England about the latter end of .Auguil, and fo pals round 
Terra del Fuego, and lo ilrctching over tow ards new Holland, coail ii along that 
diorc till I came near lo Mindanao ; or fird I would coad down near the American 
fhore, as far as I found convenient, and then direct my conri'e ae^'ordingly for the 
idand. By this I fliould avoid coming near any ol the Dutcii letdemenis, and be 
fure to meet always with a conllant brilk eallerly trade-wind, after 1 was once pad 
I’orra del Fuego. Wliercas in pafllng about the ('.ape of (food Hojie, after you are 
fliot over the Ead Indian occean and are to come to the iflands, you mud pals through 
the Streights of Malacca or Sandy, or clfe I'ome other llreights ead from Java, w here 
\ ou will be lure to meet with contrary winds, go on which fide of the i quator you 
})Ieafc ; and this would require ordinarily Icven or eight months for the \oyage, but 
the other 1 fliould hope to perform in fix or leven at mod. In your return irom 
thence alfo you mud obferve the fame rule as the Spaniards do in going ironi Manila 
to Acapulco ; only as they run tow'ards the north pole for variable winds, fo you 
mud run to the I'outhward, till you meet with a wind that will carry ytm over to 
Terra del Fuego. 'J'here are places enough to touch at for refrefliinenr, either 
going or coming. You may touch going ihiiher on either fide of "J'erra Patagonia, 
or, if you pleafe, at the Gailapagoe.s Iflands, where there is refreflinient enough ; and 
returning you may probably touch fomewhcrc on New Holland, and fo make Ionic 
profitable difeovery in thefe places without going out of your way. And to fjieak 
niy thoughts freely, I believe it is owing to the negledt of this cafy way that all that 
vad tfaci of 'Eerra Audralis which bounds the South Sea is yet undifeovered : thofe 
that crofs that fea feeniing to cleflgn fome bufinefs on the Peruvian 9 r Mexican coail, 
and fo leaving that at a didance. To confirm which, I diall add what Captain Davis 
told me lately, that after his departure from us at the haven of Kia Eexa, (as is 
mentioned in the.eight < liapler,) he went after feveral traverfes to the Gallajiagoes, 
and that danding thence fouthvvard for wind, to bring him about Terra del ]''uego, 
in the latitude ol tweiity-leveii foutli, about five-hundred leagues from C-opayapo, on 
the coad ol Chili, .lie faw a linall I'andy ifland jud by him ; and that they law' to the 
weftward of it a long tracl of pretty high land, tending away towards the north- 
weft out of fighl. This might probably be the coaft of 'I'erra Audralis Incognita. 

But to return to Mindanao ; as to the capacity w'e were then in, of fettling ourfelves 
at Mindanao, although we were not lent out of any I'uch defign of fettling, yet we 
were as w'ell provided or better, conddering all circumftances, than if we had. For 
there was fcarce any ufeful trade but fome or other of us underftood it. We had 
fawyers, carpenters, joiners, brickmakers, bricklayers, fltoemakers, tailors, &c. 
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we only wanted a good fmith for great work ; which we might have had at Mindanao. 
We were very well provided with iron, lead, and all fort5 of tools, as faws, axes, 
hammers, &c. We had powder and fliot enough, and very good fmall arms. If we 
had dcfigned to build a fort, we could have fpared eight or ten guns out of our Ihip, 
and men enough to have managed it, and any affair of trade befide. We had alfo 
a great advantage above raw men that an* fent out of England into there .places, who 
proceed ufually too cautioufly, coldly and formally, to compafs any confidcrable 
dcfign, which experience better teaches than any rules whatfoev^r ; befides the danger of 
their lives in fo great and fudden a change of air : whereas we were all inured to 
hot climates, hardened by many fatigues, and in general daring men, and fuch as 
would* not be cafily baffled. Vo add one thing more, our men were almo ft tired, 
and began to dcfirc a quietus cj} ; and therefore they would gladly have feated them*- 
leives any where. W e had a good fliip too, and enough of us (befide wdiat might 
have been Iparecl to manage our new fettlcmcnt) to bring the news with the effefts to 
the owners in England : for Claptain Swan had already five thoufand pounds in golcl, 
which he and his merchants received for goods fold moftly to C'aptain Harris and his 
men : which if he had laid but part of it out in fpicc, as probably he might have 
done, would have falisficd the merchants to their hearts’ content. So much by way 
of digreffion. 

"1 o proceed therefore with our firfl: reception at Mindanao’; Raja Laut and his 
nephew <ht Hill in their canoa, and would not come aboard us ; becaufe as they faid, 
they had no orders from the vSulran. After about half an hour^s difcourlb they took 
their Ieav(\s ; firfl inviting Captain Swan afhore, and promifing to aflifl him in getting 
pr(3vifion ; which they laid at prefent was fcarcc^ but in three or four months’ time 
the rice would be gathered in, and then he might have as much as he plcafed : and 
that in tlie mean time he might fecure his fflip in Ibme convenient place, for fear of 
the weilerly winds, whicli they faid would be very violent at the latter end of this 
month, and all the next, as we found them. 

Wo did not know the quality of thefc two perfons till after they were gone ; clfe 
we IhoLild have fircKi foin^mns at their departure : when they were gone a certain 
officer under the Sultan ranic aboard and meafureJ our ftip. A culloin derived 
iroin tlie C'hinefe, who always ineafurc the length and breadth, and the depth of the 
hold (jt all fliips that come to load there : by which means they know how much 
each lliip will carry. But for what reafon this culloin is ufed either by the Chinefe, 
or Mindanao nie?L I could nc'vcr learn ; unhels tlie Mindanayans defign by tin’s 
means to improve their Ikill in ihipping, againll they have a trade. * 

Captain Swan ermfidering (hat the feafni of the* year would oblige us to fpend feme 
jime at ^!n^ ifland, fhought it convenient to make what intercfl he could with the 
Sultan ; wlio afterwards cither ob/lrucl or advance his defigns. He there- 

lore nm^ediately pruvitled a prefent to lend afhore to the 3fcltan, vi'^. three yards 
ol 1‘carh t cloth, three yards of broad goKi lact‘, a turkifli feitniter and a pair of piftoLs : 
and to Eaja 1/aut he feut three yards of Icarlet cloth, and three yards of filver lace. 
This {irelejit was carried by Mr. Henry More in the evening. iiv was lirft con- 
duirted to Raja Laut’s houle ; whore he reniained till report thereof was made to the 
Sultan, wlio immediately gave order for all things to be made rtady to feccive him. 

i\!>out nine o’clock at night, a meflengcr came from fhe Sultan to hring the 
preient away. Then Mr. Mort; was conducted all the way with torches and armed 
men, till he came to the houfe where the Sultan was. The Sultan witli eight or 
ten men of his council were feated on carpets, wailing his coming. I’he prefent 

* that 
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that Mr. Mocc brought was laid down before them, and was very kindly accepted 
by the Sultan, who caufcd Mr. More to fit down by them, anfl afked a great many 
queflions of him. The.difcourfc w'as in Spanifli by an interprett'r. This conference 
iafted about an hour, and then he was difmifl, and returned again to Raja Laut’s 
houfe. I'here was a fupper provided for him, and the boat’s crew' ; after which he 
returned aboard. 

The next day the Sultan fent for Captain Sw'an ; he immediately went on fiiorc with 
a flag flying in the boat’s head, and two trumpets founding all the way. When he 
came afliore, he was met at his landing by two principal oflicens, guarded along 
with foldiers and abundance of people gazing to fee him. The Sultan waited for 
him in his chamber of audience, where Captain Sw'an was treated with lobaccb and 
betel, which was all his entertainment. 

The Sultan fent for two Engiifli letters for Captain Sw'an to read, purpofely to let 
him know, that our Eaft India merchants did defign to fettle here, and that they 
had already fent a fliip hither. One of ihefe letters was fent to the Sultan from Eng- 
land, by the Eafl: India merchants. The chiefeft things contained in it, as 1 remember, 
for I faw it afterwards in the fecretary’s hand, who w'as very proud to fliew' it to us, 
was to defire foine privileges, in order to the building of a fort there, d'his letter 
wa,s written in a very fair hand ; and between each line there was i gold litie drawn. 
The Ollier letter was left by Captain Goodlud, clirefled to any Englilhmen who 
fhould happen to come thither. This related wholly to trade, giving an account at 
what rate he had agreed with them for goods of the ifland, and how European goods 
fltould be fold to them, with an account of their weights and meafurcs, and their 
difference from ours. 

The rate agreed on for Mindanao gold was fourteen Spanifli dollars, (which is a 
current coin all over India) the I'inglilh ounce, and eigliteen dollars tlic Mindanao 
ounce. But for bec’s-W'ax and clove-bark, 1 do not remember the rates, neither do 
I well remember the rates of Eurojio cominodilies ; but 1 think the rate of iron was 
not above four dollars a hundred. Captain Goodiud’s letter concludes thus ; “ Trull 
none of them, for they arc^ all thieves, but tacc- is Latin for a candle.” Wc under- 
flood afterw.'ards that Captain Goodlud was robbed of f(#le goods by one of tiic 
general’s men, and that he that robbed him was fled into the mountains, and could 
not be found while Captain Goodlud was here. But the fellow returning back to 
the city fome time after our arrival here. Raja J.aul brought him bound to Captain 
Swan, and told him what he had done, defiringhiin to punilh him foi» it as he pleafed : 
but Captain Swan excufed himfeif, and laid it did not belong to him, therefore he 
would hav,e nothing to do with it. However, the general Raja Laut would not 
pardon him, but puiiiflted him according to their own cuflom, which I did never fee 
but at this time. 

* 

He was flript flarkna^d in the morning at fun rifing, and bound to a poll, fo that 
he could not Ibr hand nor foot, but as he was moved ; and was placed with his face 
eaft ward againft the fun. In the afternoon they turned his face towards the w'eft, 
that the fun might llili he in his face j and thus lie flood all day, parched in the fun 
(w'hich ftiines here excellively hot) and tonucnled with the molkitos or gnats : after 
this the general would have killed him, if Captain Swan had confented to it. I did 
never fee any put to death : but I believe they arc barbarous enough in it. 'I'he 
general^ told us himfeif that he put two men to death in a town where fome of us 
were with him ; but I heard not the manner of it. Their common way of puniftiing 
is to ftrip them in this manner, and place them in the fun j but fometiraes they lay 
3 them 
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them flat on their bacljs on the fand, which is very hot ; where they regain a whole 
day in the fcorching fun, with the moikitoes biting them all the time. 

This aftion of the general in offering Captain Swan the punifhment of the thief, 
caufed Captain Swan afterwards to make him the fame offer of his men, when any 
bad offended the Mindanao men : but the general left fuch bffenders to be punilhed 
by Captain Swan, as he thought convenient. So that for the leaft offence Captain 
Swan punifted his men, and that in the fight of the Mindanaians ; and I think fome- 
times only for revenge ; as he did once punifh bis chief mate Mr. Teat, he that came 
Captain of the bark to Mindanao. Indeed at that tinie Captain Swan had his men 
as much under command as if he had been in a King’s fliip : and had hfc known how 
to ufe’his autliority, he might have led them to any fettlement, and have brought 
them to aflifl liim in any defign he had pleafed. 

Captain Swan being difmiffed from the Sultan, with abundance of civility, after 
about two hours difeourfe with him, went thence to Raja Laut’s houfe. Raja Layt 
had then Ibme difference with the Sultan, and therefore he was not prefent at the 
Sultan’s reception of our captain ; but waited his return, and treated him and all his 
men with boiled rice and fowls. He then told Captain Swan again, and urged it to 
him, that it would be bell to get his fhip into the river as foon as he could, becaufe 
ot the ufual tempeftuous weather of this time of the year ; and that he fhould waht 
no affiflance to further him in any thing. He told him alfo, that as we mull of 
ncceffity flay here feme time, fo our men would often come afhore ; and he there- 
fore defired him to warn his men to be careful to give no affront to the natives j who 
he faid, were very revengeful. That their cuftoms being different from ours, he 
feared that Captain Swan’s men might fome time or other offend them, though 
ignorantly ; that therefore he gave him this friendly warning to prevent it : that his 
houfe fhould always be open to receive him or any of his men, and that he, knowing 
our cuftoms, would never be offended at any thing. After a great deal of fuch 
difeourfe he difmill the captain and his company, who took their leave and came 
aboard. 

Captain Swan having feen the two letters, did not doubt but that the Englifh did 
defign to fettle a faflory here : therefore he did not much fcruple the honefty of thefe 
people, but immediately brdered us to get the fhip into the river. The river upon 
which the city of Mindanao ftands is but fmall, and hath not above ten or eleven foot 
water on the bar at a fpring tide. Therefore we lightened our fhip, and the fpring 
coming on, we wjth much ado got her into the river, being allifted by fifty or fixty 
Mindanaian fifhermcn, who lived at the mouth of the river j Raja Laut himfelP being 
aboard our fliip to direft them. We carried her about a quarter of a mile up, within 
the mouth of the ijiver, and there moored her, head and ftern in a hole, where we 
•always rode afloat. After this the citizens of Mindanao came frequently aboard to 
invite our men to \heir houfes, and to offer us pagallies. It was a long time fince any 
of us had received fuch friendfhip, and therefore we were the more eallly drawn to 
accept of their kindneffes ; and in a very fhort time moft of our men got a comrade 
or two, and as many pagallies ; ‘ efpecially fuch of us asj had good clothes, and ftore 
of gold, as many had, who were of the number of thofe that accompanied Captain 
Harris over the Ifthmus of Darien, the reft of us being poor enough. Nay, the very 
pooreft and meaneft of us could hardly pafs the ftreets, but we were even hauled by 
force into their houfes, to be treated by them s altKough their treats were but mean, 
viz. tobacco, or betel-nut, or a little fweet fpiced water ; yet their feeming fincerity, 
fimplicity, and the manner of beftowing thefe gifts, made them very acceptable. 
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When we came to their houfes, they would always be praifmg the Englilh, as declaring 
that the Englilh and Mindanaians were all one. This they expreft by putting their 
two fore-fingers clofe. together, and faying that the Engliflr and Mindanaians were 
“ famo, famo” that is, all one. Then they would draw their fore-fingers half a 
foot afunder, and fay the Dutch and they were Bugeto, which fignifies fo, that they 
were at fufh a diftance in point of friendlhip: and for the Spaniards, they would 
ntake a greater reprefentation of diftance than for the Dutch : fearing thefe, but 
having felt, and finarted from the Spaniards, who had once almoll brought them 
under. 

Captain Swan did fcldom go into any houfe at firll, but into Raja Laut’s. There 
he dined commonly every day j and as many of his men as were afliorc, and had no 
money to entertain themiclves, reforted thither about twelve o’clock, where they had 
rice enough boiled and well-dreft, and fome feraps of fowls, or bits of buffaloe, dreft 
very naftily. Captain Swim was ferved a little better, and his two trumpeters founded 
all the time that he was at dinner. After dinner Raja Laut would fit and difeourfe 
with him moft part of the afternoon. It was now the Raindam time, therefore the 
general excufed himfelf, that he could not entertain our captain with dances, and other 
paftimes, as he intended to do when this folenin time was part ; befidcs, it was the 
very heighth of the wet fcafon, and therefore not fo proper for paftimes. 

We had now very tempeftuous weather, and exceflive rains, which fo fvvelled the 
river, that it overflowed its banks ; fo that we had much ado to keep our Ihip fafe ; 
for every now and then we fhould have a great tree come floating down the river and 
fometimes lodge againft our bows, to the endangering the breaking our cables, and 
either the driving us in, over the banks, or carrying us out to fea j both which would 
have been very dangerous to us, cfpecially being without ballaft. 

The city is about a mile Jong, of no great breadth, winding with the banks of the 
river on tiie right hand going up, though it hath many houfes on the other fide too. 
But at this time it feemed to ftand as in a pond, and there was no pafling from one 
houfe to anollier but in canoes. Tins tempeftuous rainy weather happened the latter 
end of July, and lalled moft part of Auguft. 

When the bad weather was a little aflfuaged. Captain Swan hired a houfe to put 
our fails and goods in, while we careened our ftiip. We had a great deal of iron and 
lead, which was brought afhore into this houfe. Of thefe commodities Captain Swan 
fold to th(^ fultan or general, eight or ten tuns, at the rates agreed on by Chiptain 
Goodlud, to be paid in rice. The Mindanaians arc no good accomptants ; therefore the 
Chiueit; that live here do call up their accompts for them. After this, Captain Swan 
bought timber trees of the general, and fet fome of our men to faw them into planks, 
to fheath* the (hip’s bottom. He had two whip-faws on board, which he brought out 
of Englaiul, and four or five men that knew the ufc of them, for they had been lawyers 
in Jamaica. • 

Whvn the’Ramdani time was over, and the dry time fet in a little, the general to 
oblige Captain Gwan, entertained him every night with dances. The dancing women 
mat are piirpo4,']y bred up to it, and make it their trade, I have already deferibed. 
But befide them all the women in general are much addidked to dancing. They 
dance forty cy fifty at once j and that (landing all round in a ring, joined hand in 
hand, and finging and l^eeping time. But they never budge out of their places, nor 
make any motion till the chorus is fung ; then all at once they throw out one leg, and 
bawl o«l?sdoud ; and fometimes they only clap their hands when the chorus is fung. 
Captain Swan to retaliate the general’s favours fent for his violins, and fome that could 

4 dance 



DA^MPIER’s account of the PHILIPPINES. . 2/ 

dance EngHfli dances ; wherewith the general was well very plealcJ. They com- 
monly fpent the biggeft part of the night in thefe fort of paftimes. * 

Among the*reft of our men that did ufe to dance thus before the general, there was 
one John Thacker, who was a feanian bred, and could neither write nor read ; but 
had formerly learnt to dance in the inufic-houfes about Wrapping ; this man came intc^ 
the South-feas with Captain Harris, and getting with him a good quantity of gold, and 
being a pretty good hufoand of his fliarc, had Hill fomc left, befides what he laid out 
in a very good fuit of cloaths. The general fuppofed by his garb and his danciiTg, 
that he had been of noble extra£l:ion ; and to be fatisfied of His quality, alked of one 
of our men, if he did not guefs aright of him ? The man of whom the general alked 
this queftion told him he was much in the right : and that moft of our Ihip’s company 
were of the like extraftion, efpecially all thofe that had fine cloaths ; and that they 
came aboard only to fee the world, having money enough to bear their expenccs where- 
ever they came ; but that for the reft, thofe that had but mean cloaths, they were 
only common feamen. After this, the general Ihewed a great deal of refpeft to all 
that had good cloaths, but. efpecially to John Thacker, till Captain Swan came \o 
know the bufinefs, and marred all j undeceiving the general, and drubbing the noble- 
man : for he was fo much incenfed againft John Thacker, that he could never endure 
him afterwards, though the poor fellow knew nothing of the matter. 

About the middle of November wc began to work on our Ihip’s bottom, which we 
found very much eaten with the worm : for this is a horrid place for worms. We 
did not know this till after we had been in the river a month ; and then we found our 
canoes bottoms eaten like honey-combs ; our bark, which was a fingle bottom, was 
eaten through j fo that fhe could not fwim. But our fliip was Iheathed, and the worm 
came no further than the hair between the Iheathing plank, and the main plank. We 
did not miftruft the general’s knavery till now : for when he came down to our fliip, 
and found us ripping off the flieathing plank, and faw the firm bottom underneath, 
he fliook his head, and feemed to be difeontented ; faying, he did never fee a Ihip 
with two bottoms before. We were told that in this place, where we now lay, a 
Dutch fliip was eaten up in two months’ time, and the general had all her guns ; and 
it is probable he did expeft to have had ours : which I do believe was the main reafon 
that made him fo forward in aflifting us to get our fliip into the river, for when we 
came out again we had no afliftance from him. We had no worms till we came to this 
place : for when we careened at the Marias, the worm had not touched us ; nor at 
Guam, for there we ferubbed ; nor after we came to the ifland Mindanao ; for at the 
fouth-eaft end of* the ifland we heeled and ferubbed alfo. The Mindanaians are fo 
fenfible of thefe deftruftive infeds, that whenever they come from fea, they imme- 
diately hale their fliip into a dry dock, and burn her botttim, and there let her lie dry 
till they are ready to go to fea again. The canoes or prows they hale up dry, and 
never fuffer them to be long in the water. It is reported that thofe worms which get 
into a fliip’s bottom in the fait water, will die in the frefli water ; and that the frefli 
water worms will die in fait water ; but m the bnickilh water botli fohs will increafe 
prodigioufly. Now this place where wc lay was fometimes brackifh water, yet com- 
monly freln ; but what fort of worm this was I know not. Some men are of opinion, 
that thefe worms breed in the plank ; but I am perfuaded they breM in the fea : for 
I have feen millions of them fwimming in the water, particularly in J;he bay of Pa- 
nama } for there Captan Davis, Captain Swan, and myfelf,«nd molt of our men, did 
take notice of them divers times, which was the reafon of our cleaning fo often while 
we were there : and thefe were the largeft worms that I did ever fee. I have alfo 
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feen them in Virginia, and in the bay of Campeachy j in the Wter of Which places 
the worms eat prodigioufly. They are always in bays, creeks,^ mouths of rivers, and 
fuch places as are near the fliore ; being never found far out at fea, that 1 could ever 
learn : yqt a fhip will bring them lodged in its plank for a great way. 

Having thus ript off all our worm-eaten plank, and clapped on new, by the be- 
ginning of December 1686, our fhip’s bottom was iheathed and tallowed, and the 
loth day we went over the bar and took aboard the iron and lead that we could noc 
fell, and began to fill our water, and fetch aboard rice for our voyage : but Captain 
Swan remained alhore llill, and was not yet determined when to fail, or whither. But 
I am well affured that he did never intend to cruize about Manila, as his crew defigned ; 
for I did onco alk him, and he told me, that what he had already done pf that kind 
he was forced to ; but now being at liberty, he w'ould never more engage in any fuch 
defign : for, faid he, there is no Prince on earth is able to wipe off” the ftain of fuch 
aflions. What other defigns he had I know not, for he w'as commonly very crofs ; 
yet he did never propofe doing any thing elfe, but only ordered the provifion to be got 
aboard in order to fail ; and 1 am confident if he had made a motion to go to any Eng- 
liflt faftory, moft of his men would have confented to it, though probably fome would 
have flill oppofed it. However, his authority might foon have over-fwayed thofe that 
were refradory j for it was very ftrange to fee the awe that thefe men were in of him, 
for he puniflied the moft ftubborn and daring of his men. Yet when we had brought 
the Ihip out into tlte road, they were not altogether fo fubmiflive as while it lay in the 
river, though even then it was that he puniftied Captain Teat. 

I was at that time a hunting with the general for beef, which he had a long time 
promifed us. But now I faw that there was no credit to be given to his word ; for I 
was a week out with him and faw but four cows, which were fo wild, that we did not 
get one. There were five or fix more of our company with me ; thefe who were 
young men, and had Dalilahs there, which made them fond of the place, all agreed 
with the general to tell Captain Swan that there were beeves enough, only they were 
wild. But I told him the truth, and advifed him not to be too credulous of the 
general’s promifes. He feemed to be very angry, and ftormed behind the general’s 
back, but in his prefence was very mute, being a man of finall courage. 

It was about the 20th day of December when we returned from hunting, and the 
general defigned to go again to another place to hunt for beef ; but he ftaid till after 
Chriftmas day, becaufe fome of us defigned to go with him ; and Captain Swan had 
defired all his men to be aboard that day, that we might keep it folemnly together ; 
and accordingly he fent aboard a buffalo the day before, that we might have a good 
dinner.*' So the 25th day about 10 o’clock. Captain Swan came aboard, and all his 
men who were alhore : for you mull underftand that near a third of our men lived 
conftantly alhore, with their comrades and pagallies, and fome with women fervants, 
whom they hired of their mafters for concubines. Some of our met) alfo had houfes, 
which they hired or bought, for houfes are very cheap, for five or fix dollars. For 
many of them having more money then they knew what to do with, eafed themfelves 
here of the trouble of telling it, fpending it very lavilhiy, their prodigality making the 
people impofe upon them, to the making the' reft of us pay the dearer for what we 
bought, and to endangering the like impofitions upon fuch Englilhmen as may come 
here hereafter. . For the Mindanaians knew how to get our fquires’ gold from the|u 
(for we had no filver), and when our men wanted lilver, they would change now and 
then an ounce of gold, and could get for it no more titan ten or eleven dollars for a 
MindMEo ounce, which they would not part with again under eighteen dollars. Yet 

this, 
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this, and the* great prices the Mmdanaians fet on thefir goods, were not the only way 
to leflen their flocks ; *for their pagallies and comrades woul^ often be begging fome- 
whit of them, and our men were generous enough, and wouljl beflow half an ounce 
of gold at a time, in a ring for their pagallies, or in a filver wriftband, or hoop to 
come about their arms, in hopes to get a night’s lodging with them. 

When we are all aboard on Chriumas day, Captain Swan and his two merchants ; 
I did expeft that Captain Swan would have made feme propofals, or hav^ told us bis 
defigns ; but he only dined and went afhore again, without fp5{aking any thing of his 
mind. Yet even then I do think that he was driving on a defign of going to one of 
the fpice-iflands to load with fpice ; for the young man before-mentioned, who I faid 
was fent by his uncle, the fultan of a fpice-ifland near Tcrnate, to invite *the Englifh to 
their ifland, came aboard at this time, and after fome private difeourfe with Captain 
Swan, they both went alhore together. This young man did not care that the Min- 
danaians fliould be privy to what he faid. I nave heard Captain Swan lay that he 
offered to load his ftip with fpice, provided he would build a fmall fort, and leave 
fome men to fecure the ifland from the Dutch j but I am fince informed, that the 
Dutch have now got polfeffion of the ifland. 

The next day after Chriftmas, the general went away again, and five or fix Eng- 
lifhmen with him,* of whom I was one, under pretence of going a hunting ; and we 
all went together by water in his prow, together with his w'omen and fervants, to tfte 
hunting-place. The general always carried his wives and children, his fervants, hfs 
money and goods with bhn : fo we all embarked in the morning, and arrived there 
before night. I have already deferibed the falhion of their prows, and the rooms made 
in them. We were entertained in the general’s room or cabin. Our voyage was not 
fo far, but that we reached our fort before night. 

At this time one of the general’s fervants had offended, and was puniflied in this 
manner : he was bound faff flat on his belly, on a bamboo belonging to the prow, 
which was fo near the water, that by the veffel’s motion, it frequently delved under 
water, and ihe man along with it ; and fometimes when hoifted up, he had fcarce time 
to blow before he would be carried under water again. 

When we had rowed about two leagues, we entered a pretty large deep river, and 
rowed up a league further, the water fait all the way. There was a pretty large vil- 
lage, the houfes biiilt after the country falhion. We landed at this place, where 
there was a houfe made ready immediately for us. The general and his women lay at 
one end of the houfe, and we at the other end, and in the evening all the women in 
the village dancedT before the general. 

While we llaid here, the general with his men went ou^ every morning betiines, and 
did not return till four or five o’clock in the afternoon, and he would often compli- 
.ment UR, by telling us what good truft and confidence he had in us, faying that he 
left his winnun and goods under our proteftion, and that he thought them as fecure 
with us fix, f for wc had all our arms with us^ as if he had left one hundred and nine 
of his own men to guard them. Yet for all this great confidence, he always left one 
of his principal men, for fear fome of us fhould be too familiar with his women. 

Ihey did never ftir out of their own room when the general was.at home, but as 
foon as he was gone out they would prefently come into our room, and fit with us all 
day, and aft a thoufand queftions of us concerning our Englifh women, and our cuftoms. 
You may imagine that before this time fome of us had attained fo much of their lan- 
guage as to underffand them, and give them anlwers to their demands. I remember 
that one day they alked how many wives the King of England had ? We told them 
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but one, and that our Englifli laws did not allow of any more. They faid it ym a 
ftnance cuftom that a m^n Ihould be confined to one woman ; fome of them faid it was 
a ve^ bad law, but others again faid it was a good law ; fo there was a great difpute 
araone them about it. But one of the general’s women faid pofitively, that our law was 
better than theirs, and made them all filent by the reafon which fhe gave for it. 1 his 
was the War 'Queen, as we called her, for lhe did always accompany the general when- 
ever he was called out to engage his enemies, but the reft did not. 

By this familiarity among the women, and by often difeourfing them, we came to be 
acquainted with their cuftoms and privileges. The general lies with his wives by turns, 
but flie by whom he had the firft fon has a double portion of his company : for when it 
comes to her turn fhe has him twm nights, whereas the reft have him but ono. She 
with whom he is to lie at night, feems to have a particular refpecl fhewn her by the reft 
all the precedent day ; and'for a mark of diftinaion, wears a ftriped filk handkerchief 
about her neck, by which we knew w'ho was Queen that day. ^ r , , n. /- 

. We lay here about five or fix days, but did never in all that time fee the leaft fign of 
any beef, which was the bufinefs we came about, neither were we fufiered to . go out 
with the general to fee the wild kine, but we wanted for nothing elfe : however this 
did not pleafe us, and we often importuned him to let us go out among the cattle. 
At laft he told us, that he had provided a jar of rice-drink to be merry with us, and 
after that we Ihould go with him. ^ ... 

This rice-drink is made of rice boiled and put into a jar, where it remains a long time 
fteeping in water. 1 know not the manner of making it, but it is very ftrong ple^ant 
drink. The evening when the general defigned to be merry, he caufed a jar of this 
drink to be brought into our room, and he began to drink firft himfelf, then after- 
wards his men, fo they took turns till they were all as drunk as fwine, before they fuf- 
fered us to drink ; after they had enough then we drank, and they drank no more, for 
they will not drink after us. The general leaped about our room a little w hile, but 
having his load, foon went to deep. 

The next day w'e went out with the general into the favannah, where we had near 
one hundred men making of a large pen to drive the cattle into : for that is the manner 
of their hunting, having no dogs. But I faw not above eight or ten cows, and thofe 
as wild as deer, fo that we got none this day : yet the next day fome of his men brought 
in three heifers, which they killed in the favannah. With thefc w/e returned aboard, 
they being all that we got there. 

Captain Swan was much vexed at the general’s aftions ; for he promifed to fupply us 
with ^ much beef as we fhould want, but now either could not or \yould not make 
good his promife. Befidc h,e failed to perform his promife in a bargain of rice, that 
wc were fo have for the iron which we fold him, but he put us off ftill from time to 
time, and would not come to any account. Neither were thefe all his tricks ; for a • 
little before his fon was circumcifed, (of which 1 fpake in the foregoing chapter,) he 
pretended a gi*?at ftreight for money to defray the charges of that day, and therefore 
defired Captain Swan to lend him about twenty ounces of gold j for he knew that 
Captain Swan had a confiderable quantity of gold in his poffellion, which the general 
thought was hifraiwn, but indeed he had none but what belonged to the merchants ; 
however he lent it general j but when he came to an account with Captain Swan, 
he told him, that it was ufual at fuch folemn times to make prefents, and that-he 
received it as a gift. He*^ ajfo demanded payment for the vidluals that our captain and 
his men did eat at his houfe. Thefe things ftartled Captain Swan, yet how to help 
himfelf he knew not. But'^all this, with other inward troubles, lay hard on our cap. 

, tain’s 
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' tain’s fpirits, and put ^him very much out of humour : for his ' own company were 
preffing him evepr day to be gone, becaufe now the heigbth of the eafterly mon- 
foon, the only wind to carry us farther into the Indies. 

About this time fome of our men, who were weary and tired with wandering, ran 
away into the country and abfconded, they being affifted, as was generally believed, by 
Raja Laut. There were others alfo, who fearing we Ihould not go to an'Englilh port, 
bought a canoe, and defigned to go in her to Borneo : for not long before the Min- 
danao veffel came from thence, and brought a letter direfted to the chief of the Englilh 
factory at Mindanao. This letter the general would have Captain Swan have opened, 
but he thought it might come from fomg of the Eaft India merchants wl\pfe affairs he 
would hot intermeddle with, and therefore did not open it. I fince met with Captain 
Bowry at Achin, and telling him this ftory, he faid that he fent that letter, fuppofing 
that the Englilh were fettled there at Mindanao ; and by this letter we alfo thought that 
there was an Englilh faftory at Borneo, fo here was a miftake on both fides. But this 
canoe wherewith fome of them thought to go to Borneo, Captain Swan took from them*, 
and threatened the undertakers very hardly ; however this did not fo far difeourage 
them, for they fecretly bought another ; but their defigns taking air, they were again 
fruftrated by Captain Swan. 

The whole crew Vere at this time under a general difaffedion, and full of very dif- 
ferent projefts, and all for want of aftion. The main divifton was between thole that 
had money and thofe that had none. There was a great difference in the humours 
of thefe ; for they that had money lived alliore, and did not care for leaving Mindanao, 
whillf thofe that were poor lived aboard, and urged Captain Swan to go to lea. Thefe 
began to be unruly as well as dilfatisfied, and fent alhore the merchants’ iron to fell 
for rack and honey to make punch, wherewith they grew drunk and quarrelfome j 
which difordorly adions deterred me from going aboard, for I did ever abhor drunken- 
nefs, which now our men that were aboard abandoned themfelves wholly to. 

Yet thefe diforders might have been crulhed if Captain Swan had ufed his authority to 
fupprefs them ; but he with his merchants living always alhore, there was no command, 
and therefore every qian did what he pleafed, and encouraged each other in his vil- 
lanies. Now Mr. Harthop, who was one of Captain Swan’s merchants, did very much 
importune him to fettle his refolutions, and declare his mind to his men, which, at laft 
he confented to do ; therefore he gave warning to all his men to come aboard the i3Ch 
day of January 1687. 

We did all earxnjllly expedb to hear what Captain Swan would propofe,and therefore 
were very willing to go aboard ; but unluckily for him, two days before this in^!cting 
was to be. Captain Swan font aboard his gunner, to fetch ibmething alliore out of his 
cabin. 'I'he gunner Rummaging to find what he was fent for, among other things took 
<)ut the captain’s journal from America to the illar.d Guam, and laid down by him. 
This journal was talcen up by one John Read, a Briitol man, whom I have mcntiojicd 
in my foift*th chapter. He was a pretty ingenious young man, and of a very civil 
carriage and behaviour. He was alfo accounted a good artilt, and kept a journal, and 
was now prompted by his curiofity to peep into Captain Swan’s journ^al to fee how it 
agreed with his own j a thing very ufual among the feamen that keep*journals, when 
they have an opportunity, and efpecially young men who have no grea{ experience. 
At fhe firtt opening of the book he lighted on a place in \vbic,h Captain Swan had in- 
veighed bitterly againft moll of his men, cfpecially againft another John Reed a Jamaica 
man. This was fuch Huff as he did not feek after : but hitting fo pat on this fubjefl: 
his curiofity led him to pry faither, and therefore while the gunner was bufy he con- 
veyed 
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veyed the book away to look over it at his leifure. The gunner having difpatched his 
bufmef^, locked up the pabin-door, not milling the book, and went alhore. Then John 
Reed Ihewed it to his^natnefake and to the reft that were aboard, who were by this 
time the biggell part of them ripe for raifchief ; only wanting fome fair pretence to fet 
themfelves to work about it. Therefore looking on what was written in this journal 
to be matter fufficient for them to accomplifh their ends, Captain Teat, who as I faid 
before had been abufed by Captain Swan, laid hold on this opportunity to be revenged 
for his injuries ; and aggravated the matter to the heighth, perfuading the men to turn 
out Captain Swan from being commander, in hopes to have commanded the (hip himfelf. 
As for the feamcn they were ealily perfuaded to any thing, for they were quite tired 
with this long and tedious voyage, and moll of them defpaired of ever getting home, 
and therefore did not care what they did, or whither they went. It was otily want of 
being bulled in fome action that made them fo uncafy ; therefore they confented to 
what Teat propofed, and immediately all that were aboard bound themfelves by oath to 
turn Captain Swan out, and to conceal this defign from thofe that were alhore until the 
Ihip was under fail ; which would have been prefontly if the furgeon or his mate had 
been aboard, but they were both alhore, and they thought it no prudence to go to fea 
without a furgeon ; therefore the next morning they font afliore oiie John Cookworthy 
to haften oft' either the furgeon or his mate, by pretending that oile of the men in the 
night broke his leg by falling into the hold. The furgeon told him that he intended 
to come aboard the next day wdth the captain, and would not come before, but fent 
his mate Herman Coppinger. 

This man fometime before this was fleeping at his pagally’s and a fnake twilled him- 
felf about his neck, but afterwards went away without hurting him. In tliis country it is 
ufual to have the fnakes come into the houfes and into the lliips too, for we had feveral 
came aboard our Ihip when we lay in the river. But to proceed ; Herman Coppinger 
provided to go aboard, and the next day being the time appointed for Captain Swan 
and all his men to meet aboard, I went aboard with him, neither of us dillruftcd 
what was defigning by thofe aboard till we came thither ; then we found it was only a 
trick to get the furgeon off" ; for now, having obtained their dcfires, the canoe was 
fent alhore again immediately, to defire as many as they could meet to come aboard, 
but not to tell the reafon left Captain Swan Ihould come to hear of it. 

The thirteenth day in the morning they weighed, and fired a gun ; Captain Swan im- 
mediately fent aboard Mr. Nelly, who was now his chief mate, to fee what the matter 
was ; to him they told all their grievances, and lliewed him the journal. He perfuaded 
them to flay till the next day for an anfwer from Captain Swan and the merchants j fo 
they came to an anchor again, and the next morning Mr. Harthop came aboard ; he 
perfuadtd them to be reconciled again, or at leall to ftay and get; more rice, but they 
were deaf to it, and weighed again while he was aboard. Yet at Mr.Harthop’s pei- 
fuafion they promifed to llay till two o’clock in the afternoon for Captain Swan, and the 
reft of the men if they would come aboard ; but they fuffered no man to ‘go alhore, 
except one William Williams that had a wooden leg, and another that was a fawyer. 

If Captain Swan had yet come aboard, he might havedalhed all their defigns ; but he 
neither came himfelf, as a captain of any prudence and courage would have done, nor 
fent till the time was expired. So we left Captain Swan and about thirty-fix men aftiore 
in the city, and fix or eight that run away ; and about fixteen we had buried there; the 
moft of which died by poifon. The natives are very expert at poifoning, and do it 
upon final 1 occafions j nor did our men want for giving offence, through their general 
jrogueries^ and fometinies by dallying too familiarly with their women, even before 

2 their 
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dieir feces. Some of, their poifons are flow and lingering, for we had feme now 
aboard who were poifoned there, but died not till fome months after . 

CHAP. IV. — They depart from the River of Mindanao. — Of the Time loji or gained 
in failing round the World : voiih a Caution to Seamen about the Allowance they are to 
take for the Difference of the Sun's Declination . — The South Coaji of Mindanao. »— 
Chambongo Town and Hat^our^ with its neighbouring (^uays, — iGreen Turtle. — Ruins 
of a Spanijh Fort. — The Wejiermoji Point of Mindanao. — Two Prows of the Sologucs 
laden from Manila. ^An IJle to the Wejl of Seho. — Walking Canes, -p-ljle of Batts ^ 
very, large ; and numerous Turtle and Manatee. — A dangerous Shoal. — They fail 
by Panay belonging to the Spaniards^ and others of the Philippine IJlands. — ijlc of 
Mindora. *— Two Barks taken. — A further Account of the IJle huconia., and the City 
and Harbour of Manila. — They go off Pulo Condore to lie there. — - The Shoals of 
Trace! , ^c. — Pulo Condore.— ‘The Tar Tree. — The Mango. — Grape Tree.— 
The wild or Baftard Nutmeg. — Their Animals . — Of the Migration of the Turtle 
from Place to Place. — Of the commodious Situation of Pulo Condore ; its Water ^ and 
its Cochin-Chincfe Inhabitants. — Of the Malayan Tongue. — The Ciiftom of proJlituU 
ing their Women in thefe Countries, and in Guinea. — The Idolatry here, at Tunquin, 
and among the Chinefe Seamen, and of a Proceffion at Fort St. George. — They refit 
their Ship. — Tivo of them die of the Poifon they took at Mindanao. — They take in 
Water and a Pilot for the Bay of Siam. — Pulo Uby ; and Point of Cambodia. — 
Two Cambodian Veffels. — IJles in the Bay of Siam. — The tight Veffels and Seamen of 
the Kingdom of Champa. — Storms. — A Chinefe Jonk from Palimbam in Sumatra. 
— They come again to Pulo Condore. —A bloody Fray with a Malayan Veffel. — The 
Surgeon’s and the Author’s Dejires of leaving their Crew. 

THE 14th day of January 1687, at three o’clock in the afternoon, we huled from 
the river of Mindanao, defigning to cruife before Manila. 

It was during our flay at Mindanao, that we were firft made fenftble of the change of 
time in the courfe of our voyage : for having travelled fo far weftward, keeping the fame 
courfe with the fun, we muft confequently have gained fomething infenfibly in the 
length of the particular days, but have loft in the talc, the bulk or number of the days 
or hours. According to the different longitudes of England and Mindanao this ifle 
being weft from the Lizard, by common computation, about 210 degrees, the difference 
of time at our arrival at Mindanao ought to be about fourteen hours j and fo much we 
fhould have anticipated our reckoning, having gained it by bearing the fun cofhpany. 
Now the natural day in every particular place muft be confohant to itfelf ; but vhis going 
about with, or againft the fun's courfe, will of neceflity make a difference in the calcula- 
tion of the civil day beween any two places. Accordingly at Mindanao and all other 
places in the Eaft Indies we found them reckoning a day before us, bo,th natives and 
Europeans ; for the Europeans coming eaft ward by the Cape of Good Hope, in a courfe 
contrary to the fun and us, wherever we met they were a full day before us in their 
accounts. So among the Indian Mahometans here, their Friday, the day of their Sul- 
tan’s going to their mofques, was Thurfday with us, though it were Friday alfo with 
thofe who came eaftward from Europe. Yet at the Ladrone iflands we found the 
Spaniards of Guam keeping the fame computation with ourfehres ; the reafon of which 
I take to be that they fettled that colony by a courfe weftward from Spain ; the Spa- 
niards going firft to America, and thence to the Ladrones and Philippines. But how 
the reckoning was at Manila and the reft of the Spanifh colonies in the Philippine 
VOL. XI. F iflands. 
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iflands, I know not ; whether they keep it as they brought it,, or correded it by the 
accounts of the natives; and of the Portuguefe, Dutch and Englifh, coming the 
contrary way from Euroj)e. 

One great rcafon why feamcn ought to keep the difference of time as cxa£k as they 
can, is that they m^y be the more exad in the latitudes. For our tables of the fun’s 
declination, being calculated for the meridians of the places in which they wore made, 
difier about twelve minutes from thole parts of the world that lie on their oppofite 
meridians, in the months of March and September ; and in proportion to the fun’s 
declination, at other times of the year alfo. And fliould they run farther as we did, 
the differencc'would Hill increafe upon them, and be an occaficn of great errors. 
Yet even able feanion in thefe voyages are hardly made fenfible of this, though fo 
necelfary to be obferved, for w;mt of duly attending to the reafon of it, as it happened 
among thofe of our crew' ; who after we had paft 180 degrees, begtui to decrcafe 
the difference of declination, whereas they ought ftill to have increafed it, for it all the 
way increafed upon us. 

We had the wind at north-north-cafl, fair clear whether, and a brifle gale. We 
coafled to the wcflward, on the fouth fide of the illand of Mindanao, keeping within 
four or five leagues of the ftiore. ‘ The land from hence trends away weft by 
fouth. It is of a good height by the fea, and very w'oody, and in the country wc faw 
high hills. 

The next day we were abreaft of Cambongo ; a town in this ifland, and thirty 
leagues from the river of Mindanao. Here is laid to be a good harbour, and a great 
fettlement, with plenty of beef and buffaloe. It is reported that the Spaniards were 
formerly fortified here alfo : there are two Ihoals lie off this place, two or three 
leagues from the fhore. From hence the land is more low and even ; yet there are 
fome hills in the country. 

About fix leagues before we came to the w'cft end of the ifland Mindanao, we fell 
in with a great many a fmall low^ iflands or keys, and about two or three leagues to the 
fouthward of thefe keys, there is a long ifland ftretching north-ealf, and fouth-weft, 
about twelve leagues. This ifland is low by the fea on the north fide, and has a 
ridge of hills in the middle, running from one end to the o’Jior. Between this ifle 
and the fmall keys, there is a good large channel : among the keys alfo there is a 
good depth of water, and a violent tide ; but on what point of the compafs it flows, 
I know not, nor how much it rifeth and falls. 

The feventeenth day vve anchored on the eaft fide of all thefe key^, in eight fathom 
water,* clean fand. Here are plenty of green turtle, whofe flefli is as fweet as any 
in the Indies : but they are very Ihy. A little to the weftward of thefe keys 
on the ifland Mindanao, w'e faw abundance of cocoa-nut trees : tjieref'oro we fent our 
canoa afhore, thinking to find inhabitants, but found none, nor fign of any ; buf 
great tracks of hogs, and great cattle ; and ch)fe by the fea there ’were ruins of an 
old fort ; the* walls thereof were of a good height, built with fione and lime, and by 
the workmanfliip feemed to be Spanifli. From this place the land trends weft-north- 
weft, and it is of an indifferent height by the fea. It runs on this point of the compafs 
four or five leagues, and then the land trends away north-north- welt, five or fix 
leagues farther, making with many bluff points. 

We weighed again the fourteenth day, and went through between the keys ; ‘but 
met fuch uncertain tides, that we were forced to anchor again. The twenty- 
fecond day we got about the weflermoft point of all Mindanao, and flood to the 
northward, plying under the Ihore, and having the wind at north-north-eaft a frefh 

gale. 
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gale. As Ve failed algng further, we found the land to trend north-north-eaft. On 
Siis part of the ifland the land is high by the fea, with full bluff points, and 
very woody. There are fome fmall fandy bays, which afford ftreams of frefli 
water. 

Here we met with two prows belonging to the Sologues, one^pf the Mindanaian 
nations before mentioned. They came from Manila laden with fdks and calicoes. 
We kept on this weftern part or the ifland ftecring northerly, till we came abreaft of 
fome other of the Philippine Iflands, that lay to the northwafd of us, then fleered 
away towards them ; but ftill keeping on the weft fide of them, and we had the winds 
at north-north-eaft. • 

The third of February we anchored in a good bay on the weft fide of the ifland, in 
latitude nine degrees, fifty-five minutes, where we had thirteen fathom water, 
good foft oaze. This ifland hath no name that we could find in any book, but lieth 
on the weft fide of the ifland Sebo. It is about eight or ten leagues long, moun- 
tainous and woody. At this place Captain Read, who was the fame Captain Swan hati 
fo much railed again!! in his journal, and was now made captain in his room (as 
Captain Teat was made mafter, and Mr. Henry More quarter-mafter,) ordered the 
carijcnters to cut down our quarter deck to malce the fhip fuug, and the fitter for 
failing. When thJt was done we heeled her, ferubbed her bottom, and tallowed 
it. Then wo filled all our water, for here is a delicate fmall run of water. 

The land was pretty low in this bay, the mould black and fat, and the trees of 
fevcral kinds, very thick and tall. In fome places we found plenty of canes, fuch as 
we life in England for walking canes. Thefe were fhert jointed, not above two feet 
and a half, or two feet ten inches the longeft, and mol! of them not above two feet. 
They run along on the ground like a vine j or taking hold of their trees, they climb 
up to their very tops. They are fifteen or twenty fathoms long, and much of a bignefs 
from the root, till within five or fix fathoms of the end. I'hey are of a pale green 
colour, clothed over^ with a coat of fhort thick hairy fubftance, of a dun colour ; but 
it conics off by only drawing the cane through your hand. We did cut many of 
them, and they proved very tough heavy canes. 

We fiiw no houfes, nor fign of inhabitants ; but while we lay here, there was a 
canoa with fix men aime into this bay ; but whither they were bound, or from 
whence they came, I know not. They were Indians, and we could not underftand 
them. 

In the middle 06 this bay, about a mile from the fliore, there is a fmall low woody 
ifland, not above a mile in circumference ; our fhip rode about a mile from it, • This 
ifland wasthe habitation ofan incredible number of great bats# with bodies as big ^ ducks, 
or large fowl, and \vith vaft wings : for I faw at Mindanao one of this fort, and I 
judge that the wings ftretched out in length, could not be lefs afunder than leven or 
eight feet from tip to tip j for it was much more than any of us could fathom with 
our arms extended to the utmoft. The wings are for fubftance like tlfofe of other 
bats, of a dun or moufe colour. The Ikin or leather of them hath ribs running along 
it, and draws up in three or four folds ; and at the joints of thofe ribs jmd the extremi- 
ties of the wings, there are (harp and crooked claws, by which they may hang on any 
thing. In the evening as foon as the fun was fet, thefe creatures would begin to take 
their flight from this ifland, in fwarms like bees, direding fheir flight over to the 
main ifland j and whither afterwards I know not. Thus we ftiould fee them rifitig 
op from the ifland till night hindred our fight : and in the niornmg as foon as it was 
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light, ure ihould fee them returning ag^n like a cbud, to the ',fmaU ifland, till fun 
riling. This courfe they keep conftantly while we lay here, affording us every mor- 
ning and evening an hour’s diyerlion in gazing at them, and talking about them 
but our curiolity did not prei’ail with us to go alhore to them, ourfelves and canoas 
being all the ^ay tunc taken up in bufinefs about our Ihip. At this ifle alfo we found 
plenty of turtle and manatee, but no filh. 

‘"We flayed here till the tenth of February, 1687, having completed our 

bufinefs, we failed henfce with the wind at north. But going out we ftruck on a rock 
where we lay two hours : it was very fmooth water, and the tide of flood, or elfe we 
fliould there have loft our fliip. We ftruck off a great piece of our rudder, which 
was all the damage that wc received, but we more narrowly mill loofing our Ihips 
this time, than in any other in the whole voyage. This is a very dangerous Ihoal, 
becaufe it does not break, unlefs probably it may appear in foul weather. It 
lies about two miles to the weftward, without the fmall Batt Ifland. Here 
we found the tide of flood fetting to the fouthward, ^ and the ebb to the north- 
ward. 

After we were part this Ihoal, we coafled along by the reft of the Philippine illands, 
keeping on the weft fide of them. Some of them appeared to be very mountainous 
diy land. We faw many fires in the night as we paffed by Panay, A great ifland fettled 
by Spaniards : and by the fires up and down it feems to be well fettled by them ; for 
this is a Spanifti cuftom, whereby they give notice of any danger or the like from 
fea, and it is probable they had feen our Ihip the day before. This is an unfrequented 
coaft, and it is rare to have any Ihip feen there. Wc touched not at Panay, nor any 
where elfe, though we faw a great many fmall iflands to the weftward of us, and fome 
flioals, but none of them laid down in our draughts. 

The i8ih day of February we anchored at the north-weft end of the ifland Mindora, 
in ten fathoms water, about three quarters of a mile from the fliore. Mindora is a 
large ifland, the middle of it lying in latitude thirteen degrees, about forty leagues long, 
ftretching north-weft and fouth-eaft. It is high and mountainous, and not very woody. 
At this place where we anchored, the land was neither very high nor low. There was 
a fmall brook of water, and the land by the fea was very woody, and the trees high 
and tall ; but a league or two farther in the woods are very thin and fmall. Here we 
faw great tracks of hog and beef, and we faw fome of each, and hunted them ; but 
they were wild, and we could kill none. 

While wc were here, there was a canoe with four Indians came from Manila. 
They ‘ were very fhy of us a while ; but at laft, hearing us fpcak Spanilh, they 
came to us, and told us,* that they were going to a friar, that lived at an Indian 
village towards the fouth-eaft end of the ifland. They told u,s alfo, that the har- 
bour of Manila is fcldom or never without twenty or thirty fail of veffels, moft 
Ghinefe, fome Portuguefe, and fome few the Spaniards have of Iheir own. They 
faid, that when they had done their bufinefs with the friar they would return to Ma- 
‘ nila, and hope to be back again at this place in four days tiipfi. We told them that 
we came for a trade with the Spaniards at Manila, and fhould be glad if they would 
carry a letter to fome merchant there, which they promifed to do. But this was only 
a pretence of ours, to get out of them what intelligence we could as to their fhipping, 
ftrength, ant^^e like,* under colour of feeking a trade } for our bufinefs waE to 
pillage. Nowpif wi» nad really defigned to have traded there, this was as fair an op- 
portunity amtee could haye defired : for thefe men could have brought us to the 
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{mr that they^ were gf ing to, and a fmall prefent to him tirould have engaged him to 
do any kindoefs for us in the way of trade j for the Spanish governors do not allow 
of it, and we muft trade by ftealth. 

The twenty-fxrft day we went from hence with the wind at eaft-north-eaft, a fmall 
gale. The twenty-third day iii the morning we were fair by the ^utb-paft end of the 
ifland Luconia, the place that had been fo long defired by us. We prefently faw a 
fail coming from the northward, and making after her we took her in two hours time. 
She was a Spanilh bark, that came from a place called Pangalanam, a fmall town on 
the north end of Luconia, as they told us ; probably the fame with Pongaffiny, which 
lies on a bay at the north-weft fide of the- ifland. She was bound to Manila, but had 
no goods on board } and therefore we turned her away. 

The twenty-third we took another Spanifli vefiel that came from the fame place as 
the other. She was laden with rice and cotton-cloth, "and bound for Manila alfo. 
Thefe goods were purpofely for the Acapulco fliip: the rice was for the men to live 
on while they lay there and in their return, and the cotton- cloth was to make fail. 
The raafter of this prize was* boatfwain of the Acapulco fhip which efcaped us at Guam 
and was now at Manila. It was this man that gave us the relation of what ftrength it 
had, how they were afraid of us there, and of the accident that happened to them, as 
is before mentioned in the tenth chapter. We took thefe two veffels within feven ‘or 
eight leagues of Manila. 

Luconia I have %>okcn of already ; but I lhall now add this further account of it. 
It is a great ifland, taking'up between fix and feven degrees of latitude in length, and 
its breadth near the middle is about fixty leagues, but the ends are narrow. The 
north end lies in about nineteen degrees north latitude, and the fouth end is about 
twelve degrees thirty minutes. This great ifland hath abundance of fmall keys or 
iflands lying about it, efpecially at the north end. The fouth fide fronts towards the 
reft of the Philippine iflands : of thefe that are its neareft neighbours, Mindora, lately 
mentioned, is the chief, and gives name to the fea or ftreight that parts it and the other 
iflands from Luconia, being called the ftreights of Mindora. 

The body of the ifland Luconia is compofed of many fpacious plain favannahs, and 
large mountains. The north end feems to be more plain and even, I mean freer from 
hiHs than the fouth end ; but the land is all along of a good height. It does not ap- 
pear fo flourifliing and green as forae of the other iflands in this range ; efpecially that 
of St. John, Mindanao, Bat Ifland, &c. yet in fome places it is vei7 woody. Some of 
the mountains oi^ this ifland afford gold, and the favannahs are well ftocked with herds 
of cattle, efpecially buffaloes. Thefe cattle are in great plenty all over the Eaft Indies 
and therefore it is very probable that there were many of thefe here even before the 
Spaniards came hi^er. But now there are alfo plenty of other cattle, as I have been 
toki, as bullocks, horfes, flieep, goats, hogs, &c. brought hither by the Spaniards. 

It is pretty well inhabited with Indians, moft of them, if not all, under the Spaniards, 
who now are mafters of it. The native Indians do live together in towns ; and they 
have priefts among the;pi to inftrufl them in the Spanifli religion. « 

Manila, the chief, or perhaps the only city, lies at the foot of a ridge of high hills, 
facing upon a fpacious harbour near the fouth-weft point of the iffand, in about the 
latitude of fourteen degrees north. It is environed with a high ftrong*wall, mid very 
wtll fortified with forts and breaft-works. The houfes are* Targe, ftrongly built, and 
covered with pantile. The ftreets are large and pretty regular ; with a parade in the 
midft after the Spanifli fafliion. There are a great mdny fair buildings, befldes churches 
and other religious houfes j of which there are not a few. 
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The harbour is fo larger that fome hundreds of ihips may ritje h^e j and is nerer 
without many, both of thteir own and ftrangers. I have already given you an account 
of the two mips going* and coming between this place and Acapulco. Befides them, 
they have fome fniall velTels of their own and they do allow the Fortuguefe to trade 
here, but the Chinefe are the chiefeft merchants, and they drive the greateft trade} 
for they have commonly twenty, thirty, or forty jonks in the harbour at a lime, and 
a ^rcat many merchants conftantly refiding in the city, befidcs Ihopkeepers and hnndy- 
craftfraen in abundance*. Small veflels run up near the town ; but the Acapulco fliips, 
and others of greater burden, lie a league fhort of it, where there is a flrong fort aUo, 
and ftore-houfes to put goods in. 

I had the major part of this relation, two or three years after this time, from Mr: Cop- 
pinger, our furgeon ; for he made a voyage hither from Porto Nova, a town on the coalt 
of Cforomandel, in a Fortuguefe Ihip, as I think. Here he found ten or twelve of Cap- 
tain Swan’s men ; fome of thofe that we left at Mindanao. For after we came from 
thence, they bought a prow there, by the iuftigation of an Iriflnnan, who went by the 
name of John Fitz-Gerald, a perfon that fpoke Spanifh very well ; and fo in this their 
prow they came hither. They had been here but eighteen months when Mr. Cop- 
pinger arrived here, and Mr. Fitz-Gerald had in this time gotten a Spanifli Mafld'a 
woman to wife, and a good dowry with her. He then profcfled phyfic and forgery, 
and was highly efteemed among the Spaniards lor his fuppoled knowledge in thofe 
arts ; for being always troubled with fore fhins while he was with us, he kept fome 
plaifters and falvcs by him; and with thefe he fet up upon his bare natural flock of 
knowledge, and his experience in kibes. But then he had a very gt'eat flock of con- 
fidence withal to help out the other, and being an Irilli Roman Catholic, and having the 
Spanifh language, he had a great advantage of all his conforts ; and he alf)ne lived well 
there of them all. We were not vvithin fight of this town, but I was flicwn the hills 
that overlooked it, and drew a draft of them as w'e lay of!' at fea ; which I have caufed 
to be engraven among a few others that I took myfelf. 

The time of the year being now too far fpent to do any thing here, it was con- 
cluded to fail from hence to Pulo Condorc, a little parcel of iflands, on the coafl of 
Cambodia, and carry this prize with us, and there careen if we could find any conve- 
nient place fcM" it, defigning to return hither again by the latter end of May, and wait 
for the Acapulco fhip that comes about that time. By our drafts (which we were 
guided by, being ftrangers to thefe parts,) this feemed to us then to be a place out of 
the way, where we might lie fnug for a while, and wait the time of .returning for our 
prey. «For we avoided as much as we could the going to lie by at any great place of 
commerce, left we fliould become too much expofed, and perhaps be aflaulted by a 
force greater than our own. 

So having fet our prifoners afliore, we failed from Luconia the 26th day of Fe- 
bruary, with the wind eaft-north-eaft, and fair weather, and a brilk g’ale. W e were in 
latitude fourteen degrees north when we began to fleer away for Pulo Condore, and 
flWe fteered fouth by weft. In our way thither wc went pretty nfar the fhoals of Pracel, 
and other fhoals \yhich are very dangerous. We were very much afraid of them, but 
cfcaped them without fo much as feeing them, only at the very fouth end of the Pra- 
cel fooals wc tiw three^ little fandy iflands or fpots of fand fbnding juft above water 
within a us. , 

It was tjy i3th^ay of March before we came in fight of Pulo Condore, or the 
ifland Centre, -asTpiilo fignifies. I'he 1 4th day about noon we anchored on the north 
fide of the ifland, againft a faqdy bay, two miles from the Ihore, in ten fathoms clean hard 
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faad, with lx)th (hip and prize. Pulo Condore is the principal of a heap of iflands, 
and the oidy inhabited’one of them. They lie in latitude eight degrees forty ni.nuies 
north, and about twenty leagues fouth, and by call from the mouth of the river of 
Cambodia. Thefe iflands lie fo near together, that at a diftance they appear to be but 

°*^Two of thefe iflands are pretty large, and of a good height ; they may feen four- 
teen or fifteen leagues at fea ; the refl: arc but little fpots. The biggelt of the ttfro 
(which is the inhabited one) is about four or five leagues long? and lies eaft and weft. 

It is not above three miles broad at the broadeft place ; in moll places not above a mile 
wide. I’he other large ifland is about three miles long, and half a mile wide. This 
ifland ftretcheth north and fouth. It is fo conveniently placed at the weft end of the 
higgclt ifland, ■ that between both there is formed a very commodious harbour. The 
entrance of this harbour is on the north fide, where the two iflands are near a mile 
afunder, I’here are three or four fmall keys, and a good deep channel between them 
and the biggeft ifland. Towards the fouth end of the harbour the two iflands do in* a 
manner dole up, leaving only a fmall paflage for boats and canoes. I'here are no 
more iflands on the north fide, but five or fix on the fouth fide of the great ifland. 

The mould of thefe iflands for the biggeft part is blackift, and pretty deep, only the 
hills arc fomewhat«ftony. The eaftern part of the biggeft ifland is Tandy, yet all clothed 
with trees of divers forts. The trees do not grow fo thick as I have feen them in fome 
placets, but they arc generally large and tall, and fit for any ufe. 

There is one fort of tree much larger than any other on this ifland, and which I have 
not feen any where elfe. It is about three or four feet diameter in the body, from 
whence is drawn a fort of clammy juice, which being boiled a little becomes perfedl 
tar ; and if you boil it much it will become hard as pitch. It may be put to either 
ufe : we ufed it both ways, and found it to be very lerviceable- The way that they 
get this juice, is by cutting a great gap horizontally in tht* body of the tree, half through 
and about a foot from the ground ; and then cutting the upper part of the body aflope 
inwardly downward, till in the middle of the tree it meets with the traverfe cutting or 
plain. In this plain horizontal femicircular flump they make a hollow like a bafon, 
that may contain a quart or two. Into this hole the juice which drains from the 
wounded upper part of the tree falls, from whence you mull empty it every day. It 
will run thus for fome months, and then dry away, and the tree will recover ^gain. 

I hc fruit trees that nature hath bellowed on thefe illes are mangoes, and trees 
bearing a fort of s rape, and other trees bearing a kind of wild or baftard nutmegs. 
'I’hefe all grow w'ld in the woods, and in very great plenty. • 

The mangoes here grow on trees as big as apple tree* : thofe at Fort Sj. George 
are not fo large. The fruit of theft* is as big as a fmall peach ; but long and fmalier 
towards the top : *it is of a yellowilh colour when ripe ; it is very juicy, and of a 
plcafant fmell, and delicate tallo. When the mango is young they cut them in two 
pieces and pickle them with fait and vinegar, in which they put fome cldves of garlick. 
This is an excellent fauce, and much clleenicd ; it is called mango-achar. Achar, I * 
prefume, fignifies iauce.' They make in the Fall Indies, efpeciaily aj Siam and Pegu, 
ieveral forts of achar, as of the young tops of bamboos, &c. Bamboo-achar and mango- 
achar are moll ufed. The mangoes were ripe when we were there, as were alfo the 
reft of thefe fruits, and they have then lb delicate a fragrapey, that we could fmell 
them out in the thick woods if we had but the wind of them, while we were a good 
way from them, and could not fee them j and we generally found them out this my. 

* Mangoes 
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Mangoes are common in many places of the Eaft Indies ; but I dM n^er know any 
grow wild only at this place. Thefe, though not fo big as tliole I h^e feen at Achin, 
and at Maderas or Fort St. George, are yet every whit as pleafant as the bell fort of 
their garden mangoes. 

The grape tree grows with a ftrait body, of a diameter about a foot or more, and 
hath but few limbs or boughs. The fruit grows in clufters, all about the body of the 
tr’ee, like the jack, durian, and cacao fruits. There are of them both red and white. 
They are much like fuch grapes as grow on our vines, both in lhape and colour ; 
and they are of a very pleafant winy tafte. I never faw thefe but on the two biggeft 
of thefe illands ; the reft had no tar trees, mangoes, grape trees, nor wild nutmegs. 

The wild nutmeg tree is as big as a walnut tree ; but it does not fpread fo .much. 
The boughs are grofs, and the fruit grows among the boughs, as the walnut and other 
fruits. This nutmeg is much fmaller than the true nutmeg, and longer alfo. It is 
inclofed with a thin mell, and a fort of mace encircling the nut within the Ihell. This 
baftard nutmeg is fo much like the true nutmeg in lhape, that at our firft arrival here 
we thought it to be the true one ; but it hath no manner ‘of fmell nor tafte. 

The animals of thefe illands are fome hogs, lizards, and guanoes ; and forae of thofc 
creatures mentioned in Chap. XL which are like, but much bigger than the guanoes. 

• Here are many forts of birds, as parrots, paroquets, doves, and pigeons. Here are 
alfo a fort of wild cocks and hens : they are much like our tame fowl of that kind, 
but a great deal lefs, for they are about the bignefs of a crow. The cocks do crow 
like ours, but much more fmall and Ihrill ; and by their crowing we do firft find them 
out in the woods where we Ihoot them. Their flelh is very white and fweet. 

There are a great many limpits and mufcles, anti plenty of green turtle. 

And upon tlxis mention of turtle again, I think it not amifs to add fome reafons to 
ftrengthen the opinion that I have given concerning thefe creatures removing from 
place to place. I have faid in Chap. V. that they leave their common feeding places, 
and §p to places a great way from thence, to lay, as particularly to the illand Afcen- 
fion. Now I have difcourfed with fome fince that fubjecl was printed, who are of 
opinion, that when the laying time is over they never go from thence, but lie fome- 
where in the fea about the illand, which I think is very improbable ; for there can be 
food for them there, as I could foon make appear ; as particularly from hence, that 
the fea about the ille of Afcenfion is fo deep as to admit of no anchoring but at one 
place, where there is no fign of grafs ; and we never bring up with our founding lead 
any grafs or weeds out of very deep fcas, but fand, or the like, only. But if this be 
granted, that there is food for them, yet I have a great deal of reafon to believe that the 
turtle go. from hence ; for after the laying time you lhall never fee them, and where- 
ever turtle are, you will fee them rife and hold their head above water to breathe, once 
in feven or eight minutes, or at longeft in ten or twelve. And if any man does but . 
confider how filh take their certain feafons of the year to go from one fea to another, 
this would not fecm ftrange ; even fowls alfo having their feafons to remove from one 
place to another. 

Thefe illands are pretty well watered with fmall brooks of frelh water, that run flulh 
into the fea for “ten months in the year. The latter end of March they begin to dry 
away, and in Aj^l yoy lhall have none in the brooks but what is lodged in deep holes; 
but you may dig wells in fome places. In May, when the rain comes, the land is again 
replenilhed with water, and the brooks run out into the fea. 

Tliefe illands He very coramodioufly in the way to and from Japan, China, Manila, 
4 Tunquin, 
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f unquin, Cochin-China, and in general all this moft eallerly coaft of the Indian con- 
tinent, whether fbu through the ftreights of Malacca, or the ftrdghts of Sunda, 
between Sumatra and Java ; and one of them you mufl: pafs in the common way from 
Europe, or other parts of the Eaft Indies ; unlefs you mean to fetch a great compafs 
round moft of the Eaft India iflands, as we did. Any Iliip in diftrefs may be refrolhed 
and recruited here very conveniently } and, beftdes ordinary accommodations, be fur- 
nilhed with mafts, yards, pilch, and tar, It might alfo be a convenient place to ufiier 
in a commerce with the neighbouring country of Cochin-China, and forts might be 
built to focure a fa£Iory ; particularly at the harbour, which is capable of being well 
fortified. 

'I’hc inhabitants of this ifland are by nation Cochin-Chinefc, as they told us ; for one 
of them fpoke good Malayan, which language we learnt a fmaltering of, and fome of 
us fo as to fpeak it pretty well, while we lay at Mindanao ; and this is the common 
tongue of trade and commerce (though it be not in I'everal of them the native language) 
in moft of the Eaft India iflands, being the lingtm Franca^ as it were, of thefe parts. 
1 believe it is the vulgar torrgue at Malacca, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo ; but at Ce- 
lebes, the Philippine iflands, and the fpicc-illands, it leems borrowed for the carrying 
on of trade. 

The inhabitants of Pulo C^ondorc are but a fmall people in ftature, well enough 
fliapeil, and of a darker colour than the Mindana)'ans. They an? pretty long vifaged, 
their hair is black and ftraight, their eyes are but fmnll and black, their nofes of a mean 
bignefs and pretty high, their lijis thin, their teeth white, and little mouths. They 
are very civil people, but extraordinary poor. Their chiefeft employment is to draw 
the juice of ihofe trees that I have deferibed to make tar. I'hey preferve it in W'ooden 
troughs ; and when they have their cargo, they tranfport it to Cochin-China, their 
mother country. Some others of them employ themfelves to catch turtle, and boil 
up their fat to oil, which they alfo tranfport home. Thefe people have gre'at lar^rc 
nets, with wide meflies fo catch the turtle. I'he Jamaica lurtlers have fuch ; but I did 
never lee the like nets but at Jamaica and here. * 

They arc fo free of their women, that they would bring them aboard and offer them 
to us ; and many of our men hired them for a fmall matter. This is a cuftom ufed 
by feveral nations in the Eall Indies, :is at Pegu, Siam, Cochin-China, and Cambodia, 
as I have been told. It is ufed at Tunquin alio to my knowledge ; for I did afterwards 
make a Voyage thither, and moft of our men had women on board all the time of our 
abode there. In Africa, alfo, on the coaft of Guinea, our merchants, fa<ftors, and 
feamen that refidTc there, have their black mifl'es. It is accounted a piece of policy to 
do it ; for the chief fa61ors and captains of fliips have the great men’s daugfiters of- 
lered them, the mandarins’ or noblemen’s at Tunquin, and even tlie King’s w'ives in 
Guinea ; and by tWs fort of alliance the country people arc engaged to a greater friencl- 
Ihip ; and if these Ihould arife any dilFerencc about trade, or any thing elfe, which 
might provoke the native to feek foinc treacherous revenge, to which all thefe heathen 
nations arc very prone, then thefe Dalilahs would certainly declare it to their white 
friends, and fo hinder tlieir countrymen’s defign. 

Thefe people are idolaters ; but their manner of worfliip I know itQt. There are a 
few fcattering houfesand plantations on the groat ifland, and a fmall village on the fouth 
fide of it ; where there is a little idol temple, and' an image of mi elephant about five 
feet high, and in bignefs proportionable, placed on one fide of the temple ; and a horfe 
not fo big placed the other fide of it ; both (landing with their heads towards the fouth, 
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'I'he temple iifclf was low and ordinarj’, built of wood, and thatched like one of thdr 
houfes, which are but very meanly. 

The images of the horfc and the elephant were the mod general idols that I ob- 
ferved in the temples of* Tunquin, when I travelled there. There were other images 
alfo of beads, birds, and fidi- I do not remember I faw any human fhape there, nor 
any fuch mondrous reprefentations as I have feen among the Chinefe. Wherever the 
C'bincfe feainen or merchants come (and they are very numerous all over thefe feas) 
they have always hideous idols on board their jonks or fliips, with altars, and lamps 
burning before them, ^rhefe idols they bring adiore with them ; and befide thofe they 
have in common, every man hath one in his own houfe. Upon fome particular fo- 
lemn days I naVe feen their bonzics, or prieds, bring whole armfuls of painted papers, 
and bum them with a great tleal of ceremony, being very careful to let no piece efcape 
them. The fame day they killed a goat which had been purpofely fatting a month 
before ; this they olfer or prefent before their idol, and then drefs it and fead them- 
felyes with it. I have feen them do this in Tunquin, where 1 have at the fame time 
been invited to their feads ; and at Bancouli, in the ifle of Sumatra, they font a 
Ihoulder of the facrificed goa^^to the Englilh, who eat of it, and alked me to do fo too j 
but 1 refufed. 

When I was at Madcras, or Fort St. George, I took notice of a gryat ceremony ufed 
for feveral nights fucccflivcly by the idolaters inhabiting the fuburbs : both men and 
women (thefe very well clad) in a great multitude went in folcmn proceflion with 
lighted torches, carrying their idols about with them. I knew not the meaning of it. 
I obforved fome went purpofely carrying oil to fprinkle into the lamps, to make them 
burn the brighter. They began their round about eleven a clock at night, and 
having paced it gravely about the drects till two or three a clock in the morning, 
their idols were carried with much ceremony into the temple by the chief of the 
proceflion, and fome of the women I faw enter the temple, particularly. 'I’heir idols 
were different from thofe of Tunquin, Cambodia, &c. being in human ftiape. 

I h((ve faid already that w'c arrived at thefe iflands the fourteenth day of March 
1687. The next day we fcarchcd about for a place to careen in ; and the fixteenth 
day we entered the harbour, and immediately provided to careen. Some men were 
fet to fell great trees to faw' into planks ; others w'ont to unrigging the fliip ; fome 
made a houfe to put our goods in, and for the fail-maker to work in. The country 
people reforted to us, and brought us of the fruits of the illand, with hogs, and Ibmc- 
times turtle ; for which they received rice in exchange, which we had a fliip load of, 
taken at Manila. We bought of them alfo a good qviantity of thvir pitchy liquor, 
which boiled, and uled about our fliip’s bottom. We mixed it firfl with lime, 
which we-made here, and it ‘made an exccllaiit coat, and Ituck on very well. 

We ftiiid in this harbour from the i6th day of March, till the ubth of April ; in 
which time we made a new luit of fails of the cloth that was taken it), the prize. We 
cut a fpare main-! 'r- inaff, and fawed plank to fheath the fliip’s bottom ; for .flie was 
not flieathed all e ver at Mindanao, and that old plank that was ipft on then vve now 
ript off, and clapped on new. 

While we lay lure two of our men died, who were poifoned at Mindanao ; they told 
i)S of it w'hen they found thcmfeivcs poifoned, and had lingered ever fmce. They 
w ere opened by onr clodor, according to their own requeft before tlicy died, and thpir 
livers were black, light afid dry, like pieces of cork. 

Gur^ bufintfs being finiflied here, we left the Spanifh prize taken at Manila, and 
moll of the rice, taking out enough for ourfclvcs j and on the 17th day we went from 

hence 
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hence to the place where we firft anchored, on the north-fide of the great ifland, pur- 
pofely to water ; for there was a great ftream when we firfi: came to the ifland, and 
we thought it was fo now. But we found it dried up, only ft ftood in holes, two or 
three hogflieads or a tun in a hole : therefore we did immediately cut bamboos, and 
made fpouts, through which we conveyed the water down to the fea-fide, by taking 
it up in bowls, and pouring h into thefe fpouts or troughs. We conveyed fome of 
it thus near half a mile. While we were filling our water. Captain Read engaged an 
old man, one of the inhabitants of this ifland, the fame who I faid could fpeak the 
Malayan language, to be his pilot to the bay of Siam ; for he'had often been telling 
us, that he wiis well acquainted there, and that he knew fome iflands there, where 
there were filhermen lived, who he thought could fiipply us with falfr-flih to eat at 
fea ; for we had nothing but rice to eat. The caflerly monfoon was not yet done ; 
therefore it was concluded to fpend fome time there, and then take the advantage of 
the beginning of the weftern monfoon, to return to Manila again. 

The 2 1 ft day cf April 1687, we failed from Pulo Condorc, directing our courfe 
weft by fouth for the bay ofjSiam. We had fair weather, and a line moderate gale of 
wind at eaft-north-eaft. 

The 23d day we arrived at Pulo Ubi, or the ifland Ubi. This ifland is about forty 
leagues to the weft ward of Pulo Condore; it lies juft at the entrance of the bay of 
Siam, at the fouth-weft point of land, that makes the bay ; namely, the point of Cam- 
bodia. This ifland is about feven or eight leagues round, and it is higher land than 
any of Pulo Condorc ifles. Againft the fouth-caft part of it there is a fmall key, 
about a cables’ length from the main ifland. This Pulo Ubi is very woody, and it has 
gooi! water on the north fide, where you may anchor ; but the beft anchoring is on the 
call fide againft a fmall bay ; then you will have the little ifland to the fuuthward of you. 

At Pulo Ubi w^e found two fmall barks laden wiih rice. They belonged to Cam- 
bodia, from whence they came not above two or three days before, and they touched 
here to fill water. Rice is the general food of all thefe countries, therefore it is tranf- 
ported by fea from one country to another, as corn in thefe parts of the world. * For 
in fome countries they produce more than enough for ihemfelves, and fend what they 
can fpare to thofc places where there is but little. 

The 24th day we went into the bay of Siam : this is a large deep bay, of which 
and of this kingdom I fliall at prefent fpeak but little, bccaufe I defign a more parti- 
cular account of all ihiscoaft, to w'it, of Tonquin, Cochin-China, Siam, Champa, Com- 
bodia, and Malacca, making all the moft euftcrly part ol the continent of Afia, lying 
louth of China ; Jjut to do it in the courfc of this voyiigc, would too much iwell this 
volume ; and 1 lhall chufe therefore to give a feparate relation of what I ianovv or 
have learnt of them, together with the neighbouring parts*of Sumatra, Java, ;^c. where 
I have fpent fome jime. 

We ran down Jnto the hay of Siam, till we came to the iflands that our Pulo Con- 
dorc pilot told us* of, which lie about the middle of the bay : but as good a pilot as he 
was, he’ ran us aground j yet we had no damage. Captain Read went’afhoi-e at thefe 
iflands, w'here he found a-fmall town of ftfliermcn ; but they had no filh to feli, and fo 
we returned empty. , 

We had yet fair weather, and very little wind ; fo that being ofteh becalmed, we 
were till the 1 3th day of May before we got to Pulo Ubi again. 'I'kere we found 
two fmall velTejs at an anchor on the eaft fide : they were laden with rice and laquer, 
which is ufed in japanning of cabinets. One of thtfe came from Champa, bound to 
the town of Malacca, which belongs to the Dutch, who look it from the Porttiguefe ; 

^ 2 and 



DAMPIEr’s account of the PHILIPPINES. 


44 

and this (hews that they have a trade with Champa. This was a very pretty neat vciTel, 
her bottom very clean and curionny coated ; fhe had about forty men all armed with 
cortans, or broad 1 ‘words, lances, and tome guns, that went with a fwivcl upon their 
gunnel. They were of the idolaters, natives of Champa, and fonio of the britkell, 
moft fociable, without fearfulnefs or fhynefs, and the moft neat and dextrous about 
their fhipping^ of any fuch 1 have met with in all my travtds. The otiier vefl'el ciirnc 
frpm the river of Cambodia, and was bound towards the ilreights of Malacca. Both 
of them flopped here, for the weflerly winds now began to blow, which were againft 
them, being fomcw'hat bleated. 

We ancl^ed alfo on the e;ift-fide, intending to fdl water. While we lay here we 
had very vimeht wind at routh-wefl, and a ftrong current fetting right to w'indward. 
The fiercer the wind- blew, the mon* flrong the current let againll it. I’liis florin lalled 
till the 2 oth day, and then it began to abate. 

The 2 ifl day of May we went back from hence towards Pulo Condore. In our way 
we overtook a great jonk that came from Talimbam, a town on llie iiland .Smn.iira ; 
file was full laden w'ith pepper winch tliey bought there, and was bound to Siam : 
but it blowing fo hard, flie ims afraid to ventiin.' into that bay, and llierefore came to 
Pulo Condore with us, whew we both anehon il May the 24 th. This veflcl was of 
the Chinefe make, full of little rooms or partitions, like our w'ell-|nuts, I fhall dc- 
fefibe them in the next chapter. The men of tliis j.iuk le-ld us, that the Knglifh were 
fettled Oil the ifland Smnatra, at a jdace cadleil fiiilabar ; and the firit knowledge we 
had that the F.nglifli had an) fettleiuent on Suinaira was Irotn tlu fe. 

When we came to an anchor, we i'aw a final 1 bark ;it an iinchor near the flKire; 
therefore Ca.ptain Read lent a canoe ahoiird Iit'r to kinnv from w licnce tliey came ; 
and fuppofmg that it was a Malayan velll l, he ordered the men not to go aboard, for 
they arc accounted defnerate fellows, and tbeir ve/l' Is :ire coinmoniy hili of nn n, who 
all wear creilets, or little daggers by tbeir lidcs. M'he c;nuH ’s crew not minding tlie 
captain’s orders went aboard, all but one man liiaf (laid in the canoe. 'J’hc Malayans, 
who were about twenty of them, feeing our men all armed, thou'dit that iliev came 
to take their veflcl ; therefore at once, on a figmd giveti, they drew out their creilets, 
and flabbed five or fix of our men before they knew what the matter was. d'he reft 
of our men leaped over-board, fome into the canoe, and fome into tbe fca, and fo 
got away. vVmong the refl, one Daniel Wallis leaped into the fca, who could never 
fwim before nor fince; yet now he fwam very well a good w hile before he was taken 
tip. When the canoes came aboard. Captain Read mamie<,! two canoes, and went 
to be revenged on the Malayans ; but tin y feeing him coining, did^cut a hole in the 
veifel’s ’bottom, and went afhore in their boat. Cajitain Read followed them, but 
they ran into the woods and' hid thetnfelves. Here w e ftaid ten or elven days, for it 
blew very hard all the time. Whiii; we ftaid Ik'H; Herman Copjiinger our furgeon 
w'ent afhore, intending to live here ; but Captain Read lent fome n\en to fetch him 
again. I had dm fame thoughts, and would have gone afliore too, but waited for a 
more convenient place. For neither he nor 1 , when we were kill on board at Min- 
danao, had any knowledge of the plot that was laid to leavc^ Captain Swan, and run 
away with the fhip ; and being fuflicicntly weary of this mad crew, we were willing to 
give them the flip at any place from whence we might hope to get a paflage to an Eng- 
Jilh factory. ^Ihcre was nothing elfe of moment liappened w hile wc flaid’hcre *. 

« 

* He then proceeds to China, and returns to the Afiaiic Iflands. 


CHAP. 



DAMPIER’? account of the PHILIPriNEa. 


45 


CHAP.V.— 77'r IJlcs to which they gave the Names of Orange, Monmouth, Grafton, Bajixe, 
iinclGoai Ijlands, in genera!, the Bajhee IJlands. — A Bigrcjfion concerning the different 
Depths of the Sea near high or low Lands, Soil, ^c. as before. — The Soil, Fruits 
and Animals of ihefe Ijlands. — 'The Inhabitants and their Cloathing .. — • Rings of a 
yellow Metal like Gold — Their Houfes built on rcinarkablc Precipices. — 'Their 
Boats and Employments. — Their Food ofGoatSkins, Entrails, 'isle. — Parcht Locujis. — 
Baffec or Sugar-cane Drink. — Of their Languay^c and Original, Launces and Buffaloe 
Coats. — No Idols, nor civil Form of Government. — A young Man buried alive by 
them; fuppofed to he for Theft . — 'Their H'ives and Children, and'HuJhandry.-— 
Tb’eir Manners, Entertainments and Trajfuk. — Of the Shffs fr/l Intercourfe with 
thefc People, and Bartering with them. — Their Courfe among the Ijlands ; their Stay 
there, and Provifion to depart. — 'They arc driven of by a violent Storm, and return. — 
'The Natives Kindnef- to fix (f them left behind . — 'The Crew, difeouraged by 'thfe 
Storms, quit their Dcf gn A e^'AJin'grff Manila for the Acapulco Ship ; and it ts re- 
folvcd to fetch a Compaj's to Cape Coaurin, and Jo for j||p Red-Sea. 

THE fixth day of Augiifl: we arrived at the five iflands tliat we were bound to, 
and anchored on Jic eaft fide of the northennofl. iiland, in fifteen fathoms, a cable’s 
length from the Ihore. Here, contrary to our cxpec.f;ition, wc found abundance of 
inlulbitantsin fight ; for there were three large lowjis all within a leirgue of the fea ; 
and another larger town than any of the three, on the backfide of a fmall hill clofe by 
alio, as we found afterwards. Thefc iflands lie in latitude twenty degrees twenty 
minutes riorth latitude by my obfervation, for 1 look it there, and I find their longi- 
tude, according to our drafts, to be one hundred and forty-one degrees fifty minutes. 
Tliefe iflands having no particular names in the drafts, fume or other of us made ufe 
of the feamen’s privilege, to give them what names wc pleafe. Three of the iflands 
were pretty large ; the weftermofl is the biggeft. This the Dutchmen who were 
among us called the Prince of Orange’s iiland, in honour of His prefent Majefty. It 
is about feven or eight leagues long, and about two leagues wide ; and it lies almofl 
north and fouth. 'I’he other two great iflands are about four or five leagues to the 
er.ffward of this. 'The iiorthennoll of tlicm where we firlf ahcliorod, I called the. 
Duke of Grafton’s lile, as foon as we landed on it ; having married my wife out of 
his Dutchefs’s family, and leaving her at Arlington houfe, at my going abroad. This 
ifle is about four leagues long, and one league and a half wide, Ifrctching north and 
fouth. The otheV great iiland our fcainen called the Duke of Moniuoalh’j iiland. 
This is about a league to the fouthward of Grafton Ille. Ig is about three leagues long 
and a league wide, lying as the other. Between Moxttnoulh and the foum-end of 
. Orange iiland, thefe are tw'o fmall iflands of a roundifh form, lying call and well.' 
The callernioll ifland of the two, our men unaniinoully called Bafliee iflatid, from a 
liquor which we drank there plentifully every day, after wc came to an anchor at it. 
The other, which is the finallell of till, we called Goat iiland, from the great number 
of goats there ; and to the northward of them all, are two high rocks. 

Orange iiland, which is the biggcfl of them all, is not inhabited. * It is high land, 
flat and even on the top, with fteep cliffs againil the fea ; for which reason we could 
not go alhore there, as we did on all the roll. 

I have made it my general obfervation, that where the land is fenced with fteep 
rocks and cliffs againil the fea, there the fea is very deep, and feldom affords anchor 
ground j and on the other fide where the land falls away with a declivity into the fea, 
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(although the land be extraordinary high within,) yet there are commonly good 
foundings, and confequently anchoring ; and as the vifiblc declivity of the land appears 
near, or at the edge of.the water, whether pretty fteep or more doping, fo we com- 
monly find our anchor ground to be more or lefs deep or fteep ; therefore we come 
nearer the Ihore, or anchor farther off as we fee convenient ; for there is no coaft in 
the world that’ I know, or have heard of, where the land is of a continual heighth, 
without fome fniall valleys or declivities, which lie intermixt with the high land. They 
arc the fubfidings of valleys or low lands, that make dents in the Ihore and creeks, 
fmall bays and harbours, or little coves, &c. which afford good anchoring, the 
furface of the parth being there lodged deep under water. Thus we find many good 
harbours on fuch coafts, where the land bounds the fea with fteep clifls, by reafon 
of the declivities, or fubfiding of the land between thefe clift's : but where the 
declenfion from the hills or cliffs is not within land, between hill and hill, but, as on 
the coaft of Chili and Peru, the declivity is toward the main fea, or into it, the coaft 
being perpendicular, or very fteep from the neighbouring hills, as in thofe countries 
from the Andes, that run along the Ihore, tha-e is a dei’p fea, and few or no har- 
bours or creeks. All that dftft is too fteep for anchoring, and hath the feweft roads 
fit for Ihips of any coaft I know\ The coafts of Gallicia, Portugal, Norway and 
Newfoundland, &c. are coafts like the Peruvian, and the high iflnnds of the Archi- 
pelago ; but yet not fo fcanty of good harbours ; for where there are llntrt ridges oi' 
land, there are good bays at the extremities of thofe ridges, where they plunge into 
the fea ; as on the coaft of Caraccos, &c. The ifland of John Fernando, and the 
iflalid St. Helena, &c. are fuch high land with deep Ihore : and in general, the 
plunging of any land under water, feems to be in proportion to the rifing of its con- 
tinuous part above water, more or lefs fteep ; and it muft be a bottom almoft level, 
or very gently declining, that affords good anchoring. Ships being foon driven from 
their moorings on a fteep bank ; therefore we never ftrive to anchor where we fee 
the land high, and bounding the fea with fteep cliffs ; and for this reafon, when we 
came in fight of States Ifland near Terra del Fuego, before w'e entered into the fouth- 
feas, we did not fo much as think of anchoring after we faw what land it was, becaufe 
of the fteep cliffs which appeared againft the lea : yet there might be little harbours 
or coves for fliallops, or the like, to anchor in, w'hich we did not fee or fearch after. 

As high fteep cliffs bounding on the fea have this ill coniequence, that they feldom 
afford anchoring ; fo they have this benefit, that we can lee them far off, and fail clofe 
to them, without danger ; for which reafon we call them bold fliores : whereas low 
land oii the contrary, is feen but a little way, and in many places w’e dare not come 
near it, for fear of running a ground before we fee it. Befides there are in many 

f )laccs Ihoals thrown out by the courfe of great rivers, that from the low land 1:;!1 into 
he fea. *■ 

This which 1 have fuid, that there is ufually good anchoring near the low lands, 
maybe illuftra'.ed by feve-ral inftances. Thus on the Ibiiih I'ulc of the bay r)f Cam- 
peachey, there is moftly low land, and there alfo is good anchoring all along fliore ; 
and in fome places to the eaftward of the town of (Vampeachy, we (hall have fo many 
fathom as we aiv leagues oft' from land ; that is from nine or ten leagues diftance till 
you come within four leagues : and from thence to land it grows but lhallower. The 
bay of Honduras alfo is /low land, and continues moftly fo, as we pad along from 
thence to the coafts of Portobcl, and Cartagena, till we came as high as Santa Martha ; 
afterwards the land is low again, till you come towards the coaft of Caraccos, 
which is a high coaft and bold Ihore. 'I’he land about Surinam on the fame coaft is 

a low 



DAI^PIER’s ACCOUKT of the PHILIPPINES. 47 

low and good anchoring, and that over on the coaft of Guinea is fuch alfo. And 
fuch too is the bay of Panama, where the pilotbook orders the pilot always to found, 
and not to come within fuch a depth, be it by night or day. In the fame feas from 
the high land of Guatimala.in Mexico, to California, there is moftly low land and 
good anchoring. In the main of Afia, the coaft of China, the bay of Siam and Bengal, 
and all the coaft of Coromandel, and the coaft about Malacca, and againft it the ifland 
Sumatra on that fide, are moftly low anchoring Ihores. But on the weft fide cf 
Sumatra, the fliorc is high and bold ; fo moft of the iflands lying to the eaftward of 
Sumatra ; as the iflands Borneo, Celebes, Gilolo, and abundance of iflands of lefs 
note, lying fcattering up and down thofe feas, are low land, and have good anchoring 
about them, with many flioals fcattercd to and fro among them ; but the iflands 
lying againft tlie Eaft Indian ocean, efpecially the weft fides of them, are high land 
and*^ fte('p, particularly the weft parts, not only of Sumatra, but alfo of Java, 'fimor, 
&c. Particulars arc cndlefs ; but in general it is feldom but high Ihores and 
deep waters ; and on the other fide, low land and ftiallow feas are found together. . 

But to return from this digreflion, to fpeak of the reft of thefe iflands. Monmouth 
and Grafton ifles are very hilly, with many of thofe fteep i|habited precipices on them, 
that I lhall deferibe particularly. The two fmall iflands are flat and even ; only 
the Bafhee ifland lyith one fteep feraggy hill, but Goat ifland is all fiat and very 
even. 

The- mould of thefe iflands in the valley is blackilh in fome places, but in moft red. 
The hills are very rocky: the valleys arc well watered with brooks of frefli water, 
which run into the lea in many different places. The foil is indilFerent fruitful, 
efpecially in the valleys ; producing pretty grea* plenty of trees (though not very 
big) and thick grafs. I'he fides of the mountains have alfo fliort grafs, and fome 
of the mountains have mines within them ; for the natives told us, that the yellow 
metal they fliewed us, (as I fliall fpeak more particularly) came from thefe moun- 
tains ; lor when they held it up they w'ould point towards them. 

The fruit of the iflands are a few plantains, bonanoes, pine-apples, pumpkins, 
fugar canes, kc. and there might be more if the natives would, for the ground feems 
fertile enough. Here are great plenty of potatoes and yams, which is the common 
food for the natives for bread kind : for thofe few plantains they have, are only 
ufed as Iruit. They have fome cotton growing here of the fmall plants. 

Here are plenty ol goats and abundance of hogs but few fowls, either wild or 
tame. I'or this 1 have always obferved in my travels, both in the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, that in thofc*places where there is plenty of grain, that is, of rice in on(^ and 
maiz in the other, there arc ailo found great abundance of fowls ; but on the contrary, 
few fowls in thofe countries where the inhabitants feed on fruits and roots only*. The 
few wild fowls that arc here arc parakites, and fome other fmall birds. Their tame 
fowl are only a few .cocks and hens. 

Monmopth and Grafton iflands are very thick inhabited ; and Baflico. ifland hath 
one town on it. I’he natives of thefe iflands are fliort fquat people ; they are gene- 
raly round vifaged, with low foreheads and thick eye-brows ; their eyes of a hazel 
colour and fmall, yet Digger than the Chinele ; fliort low nofes, aiifl, their lips and 
mouths middle proportioned; their teeth arc white, their hair is blacky and thick, 
and }ank, which they wear but fliort; it will juft cover their ears, and fo it is cut 
round very even. I'lieir fleins arc of a very dark copper-coldur. 

They wear no hat, cap, nor turbat, or any thing to keep off the fun. The men 
for the biggeft part have only a fmall clout to cover their nakednefs ; fome of them 
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have,jackets made of plantain leaves, which were as rough as any bear’s Ikin : I never 
faw luch rugged things. I'hc women have a fliort petticoat made of cotton, which 
comes a little below their knees. It is a thick fort of ftubbom cloth, which they 
make themfelves of th'eir cotton. Both men and women do wear large ear-rings, 
made of that yellow metal before mentioned. Whether it were gold or no I cannot 
pofitively fay.; I took it to be fo, it was heavy and of the colour of our paler gold, 
kwould fain" have brought away fomc to have fatisfied my curlofity ; but I had nothing 
wherewith to buy any. C'.aptain Read bought two of thcl'e rings with fome iron, of 
which the people are very greedy ; and lie would have bought more, thinking he was 
come to a very fair market, but that the palenefs of the metal made him and his crew 
diflruft its behig right gold. For niy part, 1 fliould have ventured on the purchafe of 
llnnc, but having no property in the iron, of which we had ^reat llorc on board, 
fent from England b.y the nicrc'iants along with C'.aptain Swan, 1 durft not barter it 
away. 

Thefe rings when firfi ix.iiflied look very glorioufly, but time make's them fade, 
and turn to a inde yellow'. 1'Ik ji they make a fob palfe. of red cartii, and finearing 
it over their rings, they caR^ them into a quick fire, where they remain till they be 
red hot ; then they tr.ke thein out and cool them in water, and rub oil’ the pafte ; and 
they look again of a glorious colour and luftre. 

' I’hofe people make but fmall low houfes. The fides which are inade'of final! ports, 
wattled with boughs, are not above four leet and a half high : the ridge-pole is about 
feven or eight feet high. 'J’hey have a fire place at one end of their houfes, and 
boards placed on the ground to lie on. They inhabit together in fmall villages built 
on the fidcs and tops of rocky hills, three or four rows of houfes one ub<.>ve another, 
and on fitch rteep precipices, that tliey go up to the firrt row with a woudeii ladder, 
and fo with a ladder ftill from every Rory up to that above it, there being no way to 
afeend. rt he plain on tlic lirit precipice may be lb wide, to have room bolli for a 
row of houfes that Rand all along on tlie edge or brink of it, and a very narrow Rreet 
running along before their doors, between the row of hoiiies and the loot of the next 
precipice; the plain of which is in a manner level to the tops of the houl'es belowg 
andfo for the rert. 'I’lie coininou ladiler to each row or Rreet comes up at a narrow 
paflage left purpofely about the middle of it ; and I lie Rreet being' bounded with a 
precipice alfo at each end, it is but drawing up the ladder if they be aR'aulted, and 
then there is no coming at them from below, but l>y climbing up as agaiiiR a jicr- 
pendicular wall ; and that they may not be aRaulied irom above, I hey take care to 
build on the li.le < if Inch a hill, w'hofe back-Rde hang ; over tlie R\', (ir is I'omc liigh, 
ftcep,*pcri)cndieuiar precipice .'dtogcllier inacceflilile. 'i heie precipices are natural; 
for the rocks feem too Ijarr! to w'ork on ; nor is there any hgu that art hath been em- 
ployed about lh( in. On Bafhec ifland there is one fuch, atul h!iil| upon, with its back 
next the lea. Or iftou and Monmouth illes are very thick let with ikefe hills and 
towns; and '.he natiies, whether for I ear of pirates or foreign enVmirs, or factions 
among till !v .'.'a n clans, care not for building but in ihefe I'aRnefl'es ; which I take 
to be the realon that (.)rauge ifle, though the larged, and as ferlile as any, yet 
being level and expofed hath no inhabitants. I never law the like precipices 
and tow'ns. 

Thefe people are pretty ingenious alfo in building boats. I'heir fmall boats are 
much like our deal yalls, but not fo big ; and they are built with very narrow pMnk, 
pinned with wooden pins, and fome nails. They have alfo foine pretty large boats, 
which will carry forty or fifty men. Thefe they row with twelve or fourteen oars 
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of a fide. They are built much like thcfmall ones, and they row doubled banked ; tliiu 
is, two men fitting on* one bench, but one rowing on one. fide, the other on ilu- 
other fide of (he boat. They underftand the ufc of iron, and work it themfeh.o. 
Their bellows are like thofe at Mindanao. 

The common employment for the men is fifliing ; but I did never fee them catch, 
much : whether it is more plenty at other times of the year I know not. • The wometi 
do manage their plantations. • 

I did Jicvcr fee them kill any of their goals or hogs for thcmftflvcs, yet they would 
beg the paunches of the g(«ts that they thcmfelves did fell to us : and if any of our 
furly feameii did heave tlnan into the lea. they would take them up aga.in and the 
fkins c.f the goals alfo.. They would not meddle with hogs-guis, if ouV men threw 
away any befnle what they made chitterlings and faufnges of. The gcxit-lkins thefe 
people v/ould carry alhong and making a fire they would fiiige off all the hair, and 
afterwards let the Ikin lie aiul parcli on ihe coals, till they thought it eatable : 
and then they would gnaw it and tear it in pieces with their teeth, and at hill fwallow iu 
'I he paunches of the goats wduld make them an excellent dilh ; they drelfed it in tluV. 
manner : they would turn out all the chopt grafs and crudities found in the rnawinlo 
their pots, and fet it over ilh- fire, and lUr it about often ; this would fmoke and puli', 
and heave up as it *vas boiling, wind breaking out of the ierment and making a very 
favoui-y llink. While this was doing, if they had tiny lilh, as commonly they had two 
or three fmall lilli, thefe they would make very clean (as hating nallinefs belike) and cut 
the llefli from the bone, and then r.iiuee the llefli as fmall as pollibly thev couM, amt 
when that in the pot w'as well boiled they would take it up, and llrewing a little fait into 
It they would cat it, mixed with their raw ininceu llefli. 'J’hc dung in the maw would 
look like fo much boiled herbs minced very fmall ; and they took^up their inefs uiili 
their lingers as the Moors do their iiillaw, uflng no fpoons. 

'1 hey had tinother difli iiiaile of a fort of loculls, whofe bodies are about an inch 
and an hah long, and as thick as ine top ol one s little linger ^ waiii large thin witms 
and long and fmall h-gs. At tin's time of the year thefe creatures came in o-ieat 
Iwarms to devour their potatoe-Ieaves, and other heidis ; and tile natives would go out 
with fmall nets, and take a quart at one Iweeji. When they had enough, thev would 
carry them home, and jiarch them over the lire in an earthen pan ; mnd then their 
wings and legs would lall oli, and their heads and backs would turn red like boiled 
lliriiups, being before brownifli. Their bodies being full would cat verv moifr thdr 
heads vyould crackje in one’s fci'tli. 1 did once eat of this difli, and like itSveli cnouiih 
but their other ihlli my llomach w ould not take. ^ ’ 

Their commoii drink is water, as it is of all other Indlan.s : k-fides wdiieh ihev make 
a fort of drink with tlie juice of the fugar-cane, which they boil, and put foine fmall 
. black lort ol berneft among it. When it is well boiled they put it into great jars, and 
let It fland three «r four days and work ; then it fettles and becomes clear, and is ore- 
lently lit lo dnuk. 1 lus is an excellent liquor, and very much like Tnglilh beer both 
m colour and Ui ie. It is very flrong, and 1 do believe very w holefumo ? for our men 
who diank bnlkly ol it all day tor leveral wwks, were frequently drunk with it. ainl 

nlWr ‘'r brought a vail deal of it every day to thof(> alioard and 

alhoic . lor fome of our men were alhore at work on Bafliee liland ; vvhicli iflaiid thev 
gave that name to from their drinking this liquor there ; that being he name vl ch 1 e 
natives call this liquor by : and as they fold it to our men very cheap, fo thev did nm 
Iparc to dunk it as licely. And indeed Ironi the plenty of this li'nior and their ri -n'i 
hil ufe ol It, our men called all thefe iflands the Balhee iflands ' " 
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What language thefe people do fpeak I know not ; for it had no affinity in found to 
the Chincfe, which is fpoke much tlirough the teeth, nor yet to the Malayan language. 
They called the metaL that their ear-rings were made of bullawan, which is the Min- 
danao word for gold ; therefore probably they may be related to the Philippine 
Indians ; for that is the general name for gold among all thofe Indians. I could not 
learn from whence they have their iron, but it is moft likely they go in their great 
boats to the north end of Luconia, and trade with the Indians of that ifland for it. 
Neither did I fee any thing befide iron and pieces of buffaloes’ hide, which 1 could judge 
that they bought of ftrangers : their cloaths were of their own growth and manu- 
factui-e. 

Thefe men had wooden lances, and a few lances headed with iron ; which are all 
the weapons that they have. Their armour is a piece of buffaloe hide, fhaped like 
our carter’s frocks, being without lleeves, and fewed both fidcs together, with holes 
for the head and the arms to come forth. This buff-coat reaches down to their 
knees; it is clofe about their flioulders, but below it is three feet wide, and as thick 
as a board. 

1 could never perceive them to worfhip any thing, neither had they any idols ; neither 
did they feem to obferve any one day more than another. I could never perceive that 
one man was of greater power than another, but they feemed to be all equal ; only 
every man ruling in his own houfe, and the children refpecling and honouring their 
parents. 

Yet it is probable that they have fome law or cuftom by which they are governed : 
for while we lay here we faw a young man buried alive in the earth ; and it was for 
theft as far as we could underlland from them. There was a great deep hole dug, :uid 
abundance of people came to the place to take their laft farewcl of him : among the reft 
there was one woman who made great lamentation, and took off the condemned perfon’s 
ear-rings. We fuppofed her to be his mother. After he had taken his leave of her and 
fome others he was put into the pit, and covered over with earth. He did not Itrugglc, 
but yielded very quietly to his punifhraent ; and they crammed the earth clofe upon 
him, and ftifled him. 

They have but one wife, with whom they live and agree very well ; and their children 
live very obediently under them ; the boys go out a fifliing with their fathers, and the 
girls live at home with their mothers ; and when the girls are grown pretty ftrong 
they fend them to their plantations to dig hames and potatoes, of which they bring 
home on their heads every day enough to ferve the whole family, for they have no rice 
nor m?ize. 

Their plantations are in the valleys, at a good diftance from their houfes ; where 
every man has a certain fpot of land which is properly his own. This he manageth 
himfelf for his own ufe, and provides enough that he may not be beholding to his 
neighbour. 

Notwithflaliding the feeming naftinefs of their difti of goat’s maw, they are in their 
perfons a very neat cleanly people, both men and women ; and they are withal the 
quieteft and civileft people that ever 1 did meet with. I could never perceive them to be 
angry with one another. I have admired to fee twenty or thirty boats aboard our fliip 
at a time, and yet no difference among them ; but all civil and quiet, endeavouring to 
help each other on occafion : no noife nor appearance of diflalte ; and although fome- 
times crofs accidents would happen, which might have fet other men together by the 
ears, yet they were not moved by them. Sometimes they will alfo drink freely and 
warm themfelves with their drink, yet neither then could 1 perceive them out of 
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humour. They are not only thus civil among themfelves but very obliging and kind 
to ftrangers, nor were their children rude to us as is uFual. Indeed the women, when 
we came to their houfes, would modeftly beg any r-ags or fn^all pieces of cloth to 
fwaddlc their young ones in, holding their children out to us ; and begging is ufual 
among all thefe wild nations. Yet neither did they beg fo importunately as in other 
places, nor did the men ever beg any thing at all ; neither, except onCe at the firll 
time that we came to an anchor, as 1 fhall relate, did tltey (teal any thing, but dealt 
juftly and with great fmcerity with us, and make us very welcome to their houfes with 
badiee drink. If they had none of this liquor themfelves they would buy a jar of drink 
of their neighbours, and fit down with us ; for we could fee them go and give a piece 
or two.of their gold for fome jars of bafliee. And indeed among wild liulians, as thefe 
I'eem to be, I wondered to fee buying and felling, which Is not fo ufual, nor to con- 
verfe fo freely as to go aboard ftrangers’ fltips with lb little caution, yet their own 
fmall trading may have brought them to this. At thefe entertainments they and 
their family, wife and children, drank out of fmall calabalhes ; and when by themfelves 
they drink about from one to another, but when any of us came among them they 
would always drink to one of us. 

'J’hey have no fort of coin, but they have fmall crumbs of the metal before deferibed, 
which they bind up*very fafe in plantain-leaves, or the like. This metal they exchange 
for what they want, giving a fmall quantity of it, about two or three grains, for a jar 
of drink that would hold five or lix gallons. They have no fcalcs, but give it by guefs. 
Thus much in general. 

I'o proceed therefore with our affairs : I have faiA before that we anchored here the 
6th day of Auguft ; while we were furling our fail^ there came near a hundred boats 
of the natives aboard with three or four men in each, fo that our deck was full of men. 
"We were at firft afraid of them, and therefore got up twenty or thirty fmall arms on 
our poop, and kept throe or four men as centinels, with guns in their hands, ready to 
fire on them if they had offered to moleft us. But they were pretty quiet, only they 
picked up Inch old iron that they found on our deck, and they alfo took out Our pump- 
bolts, and lincli-pins out of the carriages of our guns before we perceived them. At 
laft one of our men perceived one of them very bufy getting out one of our linch-pins, 
and took hold of the fellow ; who immediately bawled out, and all the reft prefently 
leaped overboard, fomc into their boats, others into the fea, and they all made away 
for tile fliore. But when we perceived their fright we made much of him that was in 
hold, who flood tjenibling all the while ; and at laft we gave him a fmall piece of 
iron, with which he immediately leaped overboard and fwam to his conforts, who 
hovered about our fhip to fee the iffue j then we beckoned to them to come aboard 
again, being very loath to lofe a commerce with them. Some of the boats came aboard 
again, and they were* always very honeft and civil afterward. 

We prelemly afttjr this fent a canoe afhorc to fee their manner of living, and what 
provihon they had ; the canoe’s crew weie made very welcome with balhee drink 
and law abundance of hogs, fome of %hich they bought, and returned aboard. After 
tJus the natives brouglit aboard both hogs and goats to us in their own boats : and every 
1 ”°'! r fifteen or twenty hogs and goats aboard by our lide. Thefe we 


lui um naus,ipiKes, ana leaaen Duuets. 

and ootafn#><! wh' h” commodities they brought aboard great quantities of yams 
and potatoes, which we purchafed for nails, fpikes, or bullets. It wa?one man’s work 
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to be all clay cutting out bars of iron into final! pieces with a colt) chifel ; and thcfe were 
ibr the great purchafcs ‘of hogs and goats, which they would not fell for nails as their 
drink and roots. We never lei them know wdiat ftore we have, that they may value 
ir the more. Kvery morning as fooii as it was light they would tliins come aboard with 
tluir cominouities, which we bought as we had occafion. We did commcnily furnifli 
oiuielvcs with as many goals and roots as ferved us all the day, and their hogs we 
k ought ill large quantities as we thought convenient, for we falted them. Their hogs 
were very fweet, but 1 never faw fo many mcazled ones. 

We Idled all our water at a curious brook clofc by in Grafton^s Iflc, where vve firfl: 
anchored. We flayed tliere about three or hnir days before we went to other illands. 
We failed to\he fouthward, palling on the eafl fide of Grafton Hland, and tlieii palled 
through between that and Monmouth llland ; but \vc found ik^ anchoring till we cann* 
to the north end of Monmouth liland, and there wt' Hopped during one tide. d 1 ie 
tide runs very llroiig here, :md fnnetirnes makes a fliort chopping fea. Its conrle 
among thefe iilands is foutli bv eafl and north by well. M he ilood lets to the north, 
and ebl)s to the fuulh, and it rifeth and falleth eight feel. 

’When we went from Inaice we coalbnl about two leagues to the' foutltward on the 
well lide ol Moiimoiuh liland, and finding no anchor ground we (tend over to the 
ijcdiiee liland, and came to an anchor on the north-eail j)arl of if, a.gairJi- a imail landy 
bay, in feven fathoms chan hard fand, and about a quarter of a mile* f’/om the fliore. 
Hero is a pretty wide channel between ihcie two ifland.^a and anch(^rin;t; all over it. 
The depth of water is twelve, fourteen, and lixtc‘en fathoms. 

"We prefently built a tent afliore to tnciid our fails in, and ihwLvl all ih(‘ ladl of <nir 
tunc hero, viz. from the 13th day ^f Auguff till the cbih day of S( j)iemlver ; in whieli 
time we mended our fails and ferubbed our lliipbs bottom very well, and ev' -ry il/.y iome 
of us went to tlioir towns and were kindly entcTtained l)y them. 'I'Jieir boats alio 
came aboard witii their merchandize to fell, ;ind lay aboard all d.iy ; and if v, e did not 
take it oil' their liaiids one day they would bring the lame ag, tin tiu.‘ next. 

We had yet the winds at Ibulh-well and Ibuth-foutiowdi, moil ly lair weather. In 
Oclober we did expect the winds to fhifr to tlu' north-call, and iherefooe we provided to 
fail, as foon us the eafleni monroon w;is fettled, to cruize oif Manila. Accorddngiy we 
provided a flock of provihon : we falted fcvenly or eighi v good iar hoeg, and bought 
\anu> and potatoes good Here to eat at fea. 

About the 24tli day of September the winds Ihifled aboc.t to thecxiff, :;ud fronwtlu’nce 
to the norllneail, line fair weather. I'he 2 :th it came at north, and b/gan to grow 
frelh, and the Iky began to be clouded, aiul the wiiui frelhenc'd on us. 

At twelve o^clock at night it blew a very iierce flonn. We wen.! thuai riding with 
our bell* bower a head, and tliough our yards and toi)iua(l were down yet we drove. 
This obliged us to let go our flieet-aiic/ior, veering out a good fcope ol cal>U*, whicli 
flopt us till ten or eleven c:)^cIock the next day. Then the wind canie on fo fierce, that 
Ihc drove again With both anchors a-htiad. The wind was now at north by well, and 
wc kept driving till three or four o’clock in the afternoon : and it was well for us that 
there were no iilands, rocks or funds in our way, lor if there had wc mull have been 
driven upon them. We ufed our iitmofl endeavours to Hop here, being loatli to go to 
fea, beraufe ,\ve had fix of our men alhoro, who could not get off now* At liijt we 
were driven out into deep water, and then it was in vain to wait any longer ; therefore 
wc hove in our flicet-cable and got up our fhcct-anclior, and cut away our befl bower, 
(for to have heaved her up then would have gone near to have foundered us,) and fo 
pul to fea. Wc hud very violent weather the night enfuing, with very hard rain, and 
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were forced to feud wjth our brfre poles till three o’clock in the morning ; ih. n tlue 
wind llackcned and we broiiglit our f])ip to under a mizen, inul lay w ith our Ik ad to 
to the weftward. The 27th day the wind abated much, but it ijaini-'d very haul all da.y 
and the night eiifuing. The 28th day the wind came about to the nortlKcail, anu it 
cleared up and blew a hard gale, but it Hood not there, for it fliilfed about to (h - cafl- 
w^ard, thence tc) the louih-ealt, thcai to the fouth, and at laft lettled at fOuth-wclt, and 
then wc had ;i moderate gale and fair weather. 

It was the 29th day wdum the wind came to the htuth-wefl j. then wc made all ihe 
ktil we could for the illand again. 'J’he 30th day we had the wind at well and faw tlir 
illands, but could not get in'^before niglu ; therefore wc (hxnl off to tiiejouihward till 
two o’vlock in tin; morning, then wc tacked anti Hood in all the morning, and ahr)Lit 
twelve o’clock the iH day'of October we anchored again at the place from whence wc 
wei e driven. 

Tlien our fix men were brought aboard by the natives, to whom we gave' tlircc whole 
bars of iron for their kindnefs ami civility, which was an extraordinary prefeiit to tiiem. 
Mr. Robert Hall was one of *t!ie men that w'as left alborc : I fliall fpeak more of him 
herealter. He and the relt of them told me, that after the Hiip was out of light the 
natives began to he more kind to them than they had been before, and perfuaded tliein 
to cut their hair fhertas theirs was, oileriiig to each of them if they would do it a youijg 
woman to w'ile, and a fmall hatchet and oliu r iron utenfds lit for a planter in tlowry ; 
and withal fhewed them a piece of laitd for them to manage. They were courted thus 
by ll'vcral of the town where they then were; but they tocik up their bead cpiariers at 
the houf<? ol him with whom they firH went alhore. \Vhon the Ihip appeared in fight 
again they then importuned them for I'ome iron, which is the chief thing that they eovei, 
even above their ear-rings. We miglit have hoiieht all their ear-rings, or otlier gold 
they had, with our iron-bars, had we been aHured of its goodnefs ; and yet when it 
was touched and compared with other gold we could not difceiai any dilference, 
thoug It it looked fo pale in tlic lump ; but the feeing them polifli it fo often was a new 
dircourngement. 

'J'his lull Horm put our men quite out of heart : for although it was not altogether 
fo fierce as that v. hich we were in on the coaH of Cliina, which was Hill frelli in me- 
mory, yet it wrought more powerfully, and frighted them from their defign of cruizing 
before Manila, fearing another Honn there. Now every man wilhed himfelf at home, 
as they had done a hundred times before : but Captain Read, and Captain Teat the 
mailer, perfuadcij them to go towards Cape Comorin, and th.en they would tell them 
inoro of their minds, intending dotibllefs to cruize in tiie ReJ-Sea j and they ealily pre- 
vailed with the crew. . * 

'I'hc eaflern monfoon was now at hand, and the belt way had been to go through 
the Hreighis of Malacca: but Captain Teat laid it \cis eiangerous, by rcalon of mtiny 
iilands and fhoafs there, with which none of us were acquainted. Therefore he 
thought "it bcH to go round on the eaH hue of all the Philipidne Iflands*, and fo keep- 
ing fouth toward the Spice Illands, to pads out into the Eait Indian Ocean about the 
illand Timor. 

This leemed to be a very tedious way about, and as dangerous altogether for flioals ; 
but not for meeting with Englifh or Dutch Ihips, which was their greatefi fear. I was 
well enough fatisHed, knowing that the farther wc went the more knowledge anil expe- 
rience I Ihould get, which was the main thing that I regariled ; and Ihould aifo have 
the more variety ot places to attempt an clcapc from them, being fully rcfolvcd to take 
the firft opportunity of giving them the flip. 
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CHAP. VI. They depart from the Bafjee IJands^ and paffing by fame others, and the 

North End of Luconia.— St. John's IJlc, and other of the Philippines. — They flop 
at the two Ijlcs near Mindanao / •where they refit their Ship, and make a Pump after 
the SpaniJI) Fajhmi. — By the young Prince of the Spice JJlands they have News of 
Captain Swan and his Men, left at Mindanao. — The Author propofes to tlK Crew to 
' return to him, but in vain. — The Story of his Murder at Mindanao. — 2 he Clove 
Ijlands. — Ternate'—Tidore, iff c.— The IJland Celebes, and Dutch Town of Ma~ 
caff'er. — They coajl along the Eajl Side of the Celebes, and between it and other Ijlands 
and Shoals iwith great Difficulty. — Shy Turtle. — Vajl Cockles. — A wild l ine oj great 
Virtue for Sores. — Great Trees : one excejfively big. — Beacons injicad of buoys on the 
Shoals. — A Spout ; a Defeription of them, with a Story of one. — Uncertain 2orna- 
doeu — Turtle. — The IJland Bouton, and its chief Town and Harbour Callafufung. ■— 
The Inhabitants. — Vifits given and received by the Sultan.— His Device in the Hag 
• of his Prow; his Guards, Habit, and Children. — 2'hcir Commerce. — Their different 
EJlecm (as they pretend J of the Englijh and Dutch . — Maritime Indians fell others for 
Slaves, — Their Reception in the Town. — A Boy with four Rows of! eeth.—Parakites, 

— Crockadores, a Sort of white Parrots. — They pafs among other inhabited Ijlands. — 

, Omba, Pcntare,Tiniore, Iffc.— Shoals.- New Holland; laid down too much norths 

ward,— Its Soil, and Dragon Trees. - The poor winking Inhabitants ; their Feathers, 
Habit, Food, Arms, iffc. — The Way of fetching Fire out of Wood . — The Inhabitants on 
the Ijlands. — Their Habitations, Unjitnefs for Labour, hfc. — The great Tides here. 

— They defignfor the IJland Cocos, and Cape Comorin, 

THE 3d day of Oftober 1687 we failed from thefe iflands, ftanding to the foutli- 
ward, intending to fail through among the Spice Iflands ; we had fair weather and the 
wind at weft. We firft fleered fouth-foulh-weft, and pafled clofe by certain fmall 
iflands that lie juft by the north end of the ifland Luconia. We left them all on the 
weft of us, and paft on the eaft fide of it and the reft of the Philippine Iflands, coafting 
to the fouthward. 

I’he north-eaft end of the ifland Luconia appears to be good champaign land, of an 
indifferent heighth, plain and even for many leagues ; only it has fomc pretty^ 
hills ftanding upright by themfelves in thefe plains, but no ridges of hills or chains of 
mountains joining one to another. The land on this fide feems to be moft favannah or 
pafture : the fouth-eaft part is more mountainous and woody. 

Leaving the ifland Luconia, and with it our golden projects, we failed on to the fouth- 
ward, pSfling on the eaft fide,of tlr a reft of the Philippine Iflands. Thefe appear to be 
more moftntainous and lefs woody till we came in fight of the ifland^ St. John, the firft 
of that name I mcntionetl: the other I fpake of on the coaft of China ; this I have already 
deferibed to be a very woody ifland. Here the wind coming fouthe'rly, forced us to 
keep farther frt>m the iflands. 

The 14th day of October we came clofe by a fmall low woody ifland, that lieth eaft 
from the fouih eaft end of Mindanao, diftant from it about twenty leagues. I do not 
find it fet down iit any fea chart. 

The 15th day we had the wind at north-eaft, and we fleered wefl for the ifland Min- 
danao, and arrived at the fouth-eaft end again on the i6th day. I’liere we went in arid 
anchored between two fmall iflands, which lie in about five degrees ten nrinutes north 
latitude ; I mentioned them when we firft came on this coaft. Here we found a fine 
fmall cove on the north-weft end of the cafterraoft ifland, fit to careen in or hale afliore ; 

fo 
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fo we went in there and prefently unrigged our fliip, and provided to hale our fhip 
aftiore to clean her bottom. Thefe iflands arc about three or, four leagues from the 
ifland Mindanao ; they are about four or five leagues in circumference, and of a pretty 
good heighth. The mould is black and deep, and there are two fmall brooks of 
frelh water. 

They are both plentifully ftored with great high trees, and therefore our carpenters 
were lent afhore to cut down fome of them for our ufc; for here they made a nc^^r 
boltfprit, which we did fet here alfo, our old one being very faulty. They made a new 
fore-yard too and a foretop-maft : and our pumps being faulty and not ferviceabl they 
did cut a tree to make a pump : they firft fquared it, then fawed it in the middle, and 
then hollowed each fide exa£tly. The two hollow fides were made big enough ro 
contain a pump-box in the midft of them both when they were joined together ; and it 
required their utmoft Ikill to clofe them exadly to the making a tight cylinder for the 
pump-box, being unaccuftomed to fuch work. We learned this way of pump-making 
from the Spaniards ; who make their pumps that they ufe in their (hips in the South 
Seas after this manner ; and f am confident that there are no better hand pumps in 
the world than they have. 

While we lay here, the young Prince that I mentioned before came on board. 
He underftanding that we were bound farther to the fouthward, defired us to tranfpprt 
him ^d his men to his own ifland. He ftiewed it to us in our draft, and told us the 
name of it, which we put down in our draft, for it was not named there j but I quite 
forgot to put it into my journal. 

This man told us, that not above fix days before this, he faw Captain Swan and fc» 
veral of his men that we left there, and named the names of fome of them, who he 
faid were all well, and that now they were at the city of Mindanao ; but that they had 
all of them been out with Raja Laut, fighting under him in his wars againfi his ene- 
mies the Alfoores ; and that moll of them fought with undaunted courage ; for which 
they were highly honoured and efteemed, as well by the Sultan as by the general Raja 
Laut. That now Captain Swan intended to go with his men to Fort St. George, and 
that in order thereto, he had proffered forty ounces of gold for a Ihip j but the owner 
and he were not yet agreed ; and that he feared the Sultan would not let him go 
away till the wars were ended. 

All this the Prince told us in the Malayan tongue, which many of us had learned ; 
and when he went away he promifed to return to us again in three days time, and 
fo long Captain Read promifed to ftay for him (for we had now almoft finilhed our 
bufinefs), and he Tfeemed very glad of the opportunity of going with us. 

After this I endeavoured to perfuade our men to return with the Ihip to the ?ivcr of 
Mindanao, and offer their fervice again to Captain Swan. 1 took an opportunity when 
^ they were filling ofc water, there being then half the fliip’s company afliore ; and I 
found all thefe very willing to do it. 1 defired them to fay nothing till 1 had tried the 
minds of. the other half, which I intended to do the next day, it being thpir turn to fill 
water then; but one of thefe men, who feemed molt forward to invite back Captain 
Swan, told Captain Read and Captain Teat of the projed, and they prefently dilfuaded 
the men from any fuch defigns. Yet fearing the worft, they made all poffible halte to 
be gone. 

I have fince been informed, that Captain Swan and his men ftayed there a great 
while afterward ; and that many of the men got paffages from thence in Dutch Hoops 
to Temate, particularly Mr. Rofy, and Mr. Nelly. There they remained a great while, 
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and at laft got to Batavia (wliere the Dutch took their journals from them) and fo 
to Europe ; and that fome of Captain Swan’s men died at Mhidanao, of which num- 
ber Mr. Harthrope, and Mr. Smith, Captain Swan’s merchants, were two. At lall 
Captain Swan and his furgeon going in a fmall canoe aboard of a Dutch fhip, then 
in the road, in order to got paflage to Europe, were overfet by the natives at the mouth 
of the river ; who waited their coming purpofely to do it, but unfufpefted by them ; 
where they wci'e both killed in the water. This was done by the general’s order, as 
fome think, to get his gold, which he did immediately feize on. Others fay, it was 
becaufe the general’s houfe was burnt a little before, and Captain Swan was fufpeded 
to be the author of it ; and others fay, that it was Captain Swan’s threats occafioned 
his own ruin‘‘, for he would often lay paflionately, that he Iiad been abufed by the ge- 
neral, and that he would have fatisfadion for it : laying alfo, that now he was well ac- 
quainted with their rivers, and knew' how' to come in at any time ; that he alfo knew 
their manner of fighiing, and the v. eakuels of their country ; and therefore l\e w'ould 
go away, and get a band of men to allift him, ;ind returning thither again, he would 
I'poil and take all that they had, and their country loo. When the general had been 
informed of ihcfe difeourfes, he would fay, “ What, is Captain Sw'an made of iron, 
and able to refill a whole kingdom ? Or does he think that we arc afraid of him, that 
he/pcaks thus?” Yet did he never touch him, till now' the Miiuhnayans killed him. 
It is very probable there might be fomewhat of truth in all this ; for the captain was 
paffionate, and the general greedy of goUl. But whatever was the occalion, li) he was 
killed, as feveral have allured me, and his gold feized on, and all his things ; and his 
journal alfo from England, as far as Cape Corrientes on the coaft of Mexico, 'f'his 
journal was afterwards lent away from thence by Mr. Moody (who was there both a 
little before and a little after the murder), and he fent it to England by Mr. Goddard, 
chief mate of the defence. 


But to our purpofe : feeing I could not perluadc them to go to Captain Sv\an again, 

I had a great defirc to have had the prince’s company ; but Captain Read was afraid to 
let his fickle crew lie long. That very day that the prince had promifed to return to us, 
which was November 2 , iliSy, we failed hence, directing our courfe I'oulh-wcll, and 
having the wind :it north-wdl. 

'I'his wind continued till we came in fight of the ifland Celebes ; then it veered about 
to the well, and to the fotiihward of the welt. We came up with the north-eaft end 
of the iiland Celebes the ninth day, and there we found the current fetting to the w'cll- 
ward I'o llrongly that we could hardly get on the call fide of that iiland. 

I'he ilie.nd Celclies is a very large iHand, extended in Icngdi from north to 
fouth 'about fcjvtn degrees latitude, and in breadth it is about three degrees. It 
lies under the equator, the north end being in latitude one degree thirty minutes 
north, and ilu- faith end in latitude live degrees thirty minutes fouth, and by com- 
mon account the north point in the bulk of this iiland lies ncarell north and 
fouth, but rq the north-can: end there runs out a long narrow point, |(lretching 
nonh-caft, t.bnut thirty leagues ; and about thirty leagues to the eaflward of this 
long flip, is the inarid Giiolo, on the well fide of w'hich are four linall illands clofe by 
it, wliicli art' vew well Itored with cloves, '{'he two chiefeft are 'i'cnuite and 'I’idorc ; 
and as the iHe nl Ceylon is rc'ckoned the only place for cinnamon, and that of Banda 
for nutniegsi fo thele are thought by fome to bo the only clovc-illands in the wor.ld ; 
but this is a great error; as I have already fliewn. 

At the fouth end of the iiland Celebes there is a fea or gulph, of about feven or 
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eight leagues wide, and forty or fifty long, which runs up the countiy altnoft diredly 
to the north ; and this gdlph hath fever^ fmall ifiands along the middle of it. On 
the weft fide of the ifland, almoft at the fouth end of it, the town qf Macaffer is feated. 

A town of great ftrength and trade, belohging to the Dutch, 

There are great inlets and lakes on the eaft fide of the iiland ; as alfo abundance of 
fmall iflands and Ihoals lying fcattcred about it. We faw a high peaked hill at the 
north end : but the land on the eaft fide is low all along ; for we cruifed almoft the * 
length of it. I'he mould on this fide is black and deep, and extraordinary fat and rich, 
and full of trees: and there are many brooks of water run out into the fea. Indeed 
all this eaft fide of the ifland feems to be but one large grove of extraordinary great 
high tree;?. 

Having with much ado got on this eaft fide, coafting along to the fouthward, 
and yet having but little wind, and even that little againft us, at fouth-fouth-weft, and 
fomctime^calm, we were a long time going about the ifland. 

The twenty-fecond day we were in latitude one degree twenty minutes fouth, and • 
being about three leagues from'thc ifland ftanding to the fouthward, with a very gentle 
land wmd, about two or three o’clock in the morning we heard a clalhing in the water, 
like boats rowing ; and fearing fome fudden attack, we got up all our arms, and ftood 
ready to defend ourfelvcs. As foon as it was day, we faw a great prow, built like the. 
Mindanayan prows, with about fixty men in her ; and fix fmaller prows. They lay 
ftill about a mile to windward of us, to view us ; and propably defigned to make a 
prey of us when they firft came out ; but they were now afraid to venture on us,; 

At laft we fliewcd them Dutch colours, thinking thereby to allure them to come to 
us, for we could not go to them j but they prefently rowed in toward the ifland, and 
went into a large opening ; and we faw them no more : nor did we ever fee any other 
boats or men, but only one filhing canoe, while we were about this ifland j neither did 
we fee any houfe on all the coaft. 

About five or fix leagues to the fouth of this place, there is a great range of both 
large and fmall iflands, and many ftioals alfo, that are not laid down in our drafts.; 
which made it extremely troublefome for us to get through. But w'c paft between them 
all and the ifland Celebes, and anchored againft a fandy bay in eight fathoms fandy 
ground, about half a mile from the main ifland ; being then in latitude one degree 
fifty minutes fouth. 

Here we ftayed feveral days, and fent out our canoes a ftriking of turtle ev^ry day ; 
for here is great plenty of them ; but they were very fliy, as they were generally 
wherever we found them in the Eaft India feas. • I know not the reafon of it, ynless 
the natives go very much a ftriking here ; for even in the Weft Indies they are fliy in 
places that are much difturbed : and yet on New Holland we found them fliy, as 1 
lhall relate, though Ihe natives there do not moleft them. 

On the flioal without us we went and gathered fliell-fifti at low water. There were 
a monftrous fort of cockles : the meat of one of them would fufiice fe^n or eight 
men. It was very good wholefome moat. We did alfo beat about in the woods on 
the ifland, but found no game. One of our men, who was always troubled with fore 
legs, found a certain vine that fupported itfelf by clinging about othW trees. 
leaves reach fix or feven feet high, but the firings or branches elev^ or twelve. It 
had a very green leaf, pretty broad and roundifh, and of a tlyck fubftance. Thefe 
leaves pounded fmall and boiled with hog’s lard make an excellent falve. Our men 
knowing the virtues of it ftocked themfelves here : there w^s fcarce a man in the fhip 
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but got a pound or two of it ; efpecially fuch as were troubled witK old ulcers, whtv 
found great benefit by it. This man that difeovered thefe leaves here, had his firft 
knowledge of them in the Ifthmus of Darien ; he having had his receipt from one of 
the Indians there and he had been afhore in divers places fince, purpofely to feek 
thefe leaves, but did never find any but here. Among the many vait treks hereabouts 
there was one exceeded all the reft. This Captain Read caufed to be cut down, in 
. order to make a canoe, having loft our boats, all but one finall one, in the late ftorms : 
fo fix lufty men, who had been logwood-cutters in the bays of Carapeachy and Hon- 
duras (as Captain Read himfelf and many more of us had), and fo were very expert 
at this work, undertook to fell it, taking their turn, three always cutting together ; 
and they vi^ere one whole day, and half the next before they got it down. 'Chis tree 
though it grew in a wood, was yet eighteen feet in circumference, and forty-four feet 
of clean body, without knot or branch : and even there it had no more than one or 
two branches, and then ran clear again ten feet higher ; there it fpread itfel^j^nto many 
, great limbs and branches, like an oak, very green and flourifhing : yet it was periflied 
at the heart, which marred it for the fervice intended. ' 

So leaving it, and having no more bufinefs here, we weighed and went from hence 
the next day, it being the 29th day of November. While we lay here we had fome 
tornadoes, one or two every day, and pretty frelli land winds which were at weft. The 
fea breezes are finall and uncertain, fdmetimes out of the north-eaft, and fo veering 
about to the eaft and fouth-eaft. We had the wind at norfh-eaft when we weighed, 
and we fteered off fouth-fouth-weft. In the afternoon we faw a flioal a-hcad of us, 
and altered our courfe to the fouth-fouth-eaft. In tiie evening at four o’clock w^e were 
clofe by another great Ilioal ; therefore we tacked, and ftood in for the ifland Celebes 
again, for fear of running on fome of the fhoals in the night. By day a man might 
avoid them well enough, for they had all beacons on them, like huts built on tall pofts, 
above high-water mark, probably fet up by the natives of the ifland Celebes, or thofe 
of fome other neighbouring iflands ; and I never faw any fuch clfewhorc. In the night 
we had a violent tornado out of the fouth-weft, which lafted about an hour. 

The thirtieth day we had a frefh land w'ind, and fteered away fouth, palling betw'cen 
the two Ihoals, which we faw the day before. Thefe flioals lie in latitude three degrees 
fouth, and about ten leagues from the ifland Celebes. Being paft them, the wind died 
away, and we lay becalmed till the afternoon ; then we had a hard tornado out of the 
fouth-weft, and towards the evening we faw two or three fpouts, the firft I had feeu 
fipce I came into the Eaft Indies ; in the Weft Indies I had often met with them. A 
{pout is a finall ragged piece or part of a cloud hanging down about a yard, feemingly 
from' the blackcft part thereof. Commonly it hangs down floping from thence, or 
fometiines appearing with a finall bending or elbow in the middle. I never faw any 
hang perpendicularly down. It is finall at the lower end, feeming'no bigger than one’s 
arm, but ftill fuller towards the cloud, from whence it proceeds. • 

When the furface of the fea begifis to work, you ftiall fee the water, for about one 
hundred paces in circumference, foam and move gently round till the whirling motion 
increafes ; and then it flies upward in a pillar about one hundred paces in compafs at 
the bottom, but leffening gradually upwards to the finallnefs of the fpout itfelf there 
where it reacheth the lower end of the fpout, through which the rifmg fea-water feems 
to be conveyed into the clouds. This vifibly appears by the clouds increafing in bulk 
and blacknefs. Then you fhall prefently fee the cloud drive along, although before 
it feemed to be without any motion j the fpout alfo keeping the fame courfe with the 
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* «loud, and ftill fucldng ijp the wafer as it goes along, and they make a wind as they 
go. Thus it continues for the fpace of - htdf an hour, more or'Iefs, until the fucking 
is fpent, and then breaking,, off, all the water which was below the fpout, or pendulous 
piece of cloud, &lls down again into the fea, making a great noife with its fail and 
clalhing motion in the fea. 

It is very dangerous for a Hup to be under a fpout ’when it breaks, therefore we 
always endeavour to fliun it, by keeping at a diftance, if polEbly we can. But for ‘ 
want of wind to carry us away, we are often in great fear and danger, for it is ufually 
calm when fpouts are at work ; except only juft where they are. Therefore men at 
fea, when they fee a fpout coming, and know not how to avoid it, do foretimes fire 
fhot oufof their great guns into it, to give it air or vent, that fo it may break ; but I 
did never hear that it proved to be of any benefit. 

And now being on this fubjeft, I think it not amifs to give you an account of an 
accident Aat happened to a fhip once on the coaft of Guinea, fometime in or about 
the year 1674. One Captain Records, of London, bound for the coaft of* 
Guinea, in a fliip of three hundred tuns, and fixteen guns, called the Bleffing j 
when he came into the latitude feven or eight degrees north, he faw feveral fpouts, 
one of which came djreftly towards the Ihip, and he having no wind to get out of 
the way of the fpout, made ready^ to receive it by furling his fails. It came on . 
very fwift and broke a little before it reached the fliip ; making a great noife, and 
raifing the fea round it, as if a great houfe or fome fuch thing, had been call into the 
fea. The fury of the wind ftill lafted, and took the fliip on the ftarboard-bow with 
fuch violence, that it fnapt off the boltfprit and fore-maft both at once, and blew the 
(hip all along, ready to overfet it, but the fhip did prefently right again, and the wind 
whirling round, took the ftip a fecond time with the like fury as before, but on the 
contrary fide, and was again like to overfet her the other way. The mizen-maft felt 
the fury of this fecond blaft, and was fnapt fliort off, as the fore-maft and boltfprit 
had been before. The main-maft, and maintop-maft, received no damage, for the 
fury of the wind (which was prefently over) did not reach them. Three men were in 
the fore-top when the fore-maft broke, and one on the boltfplit, and fell with them 
into the fea, but all of them were faved. I had this relation from M. John Canby, 
who was then quarter-mafter, and Reward of her j one Abraham Wife was chief mate, 
and Leonard Jefferies fecond mate. 

We are ufually very much afraid of them : yet this was the only damage that ever 
I heard done by thani. They feeni terrible enough, the rather becaufe they come 
upon you while you lie b(^almed, like a log in the fea, and cannot get out of their 
way: but though I have feen, and been befet by them often, yet the fright ws^ al« 
ways the greateft of jhe harm. * 

* December the ift, we had a gentle gale at eaft-fouth-caft, we fteered fouth 1 and at 

noon I was^by obfervation in latitude three degrees thirty-four minutes fouth. Then we 
faw the ifland Bouton, bearing fouth-weft, and about ten leagues diftanl. We had 
very uncertain and unconftant winds : the tornadoes came out of the fouth-weft which 
was agamft us ; and what other winds we had were fo faint, that they did us little kind- 
n? ’ A ^7^ advantage of the fmalleft gale, and got a Ihtk way every day. 

lhe^.4th day at noon I was by obfervatbn m latitude four degrees thLy nunutL 

The 5th day we got clofe by the nprth-weft end of the ifland Bouton, and in the 
evening, it bemg fair weather, we hoifted out our canoe, apd fent the Mofldto men 
of whom we had two or three, to ftrike turtle, for here are plenty of them j but they 
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being fliy, we chofe to ftrike them in the night (which is cu^omary In the Weft Indies 
alfo) ; tor every time they come up to breathe, which is once m aght or ten minutes, 
they blow fo hard, that one may hear them at thirty or for|y yards diftance ; by which 
means the ftriker knows where they are, and may more daftly approach them than in 
the day, for the turtle fees better than he hears ; but on the contrary, the mjinatee’s 
hearing is quickeft. ^ 

In the morning they returned with a very large turtle, which they tSok near the 
fliore ; and withal an Indian of the ifland came aboard with them. He fpake the Ma- 
layan language ; by which we did underftand him. He told us, that two leagues 
farther to the fouthward of us, there was a good harbour, in which we might anchor : 
fo having a fair wind, we got thither by noon. 

This harbour is in latitude four degrees fifty-four minutes fouth ; lying on the eaft 
fide of the ifland Bouton, which ifland lies near the fouth-eaft end of the ifland Celebes, 
diftant from it about three or four leagues. It is of a long form, ftretching fouth-weft 
and north-eaft above twenty-five leagues long, and ten broad. It is pretty high land, 
and appears pretty even, and flat and very woody. 

There is a large town within a league of the anchoring place, called Callafufung, 
being the chief, if there were more ; which we know not. It is about a mile from 
the fea, on the top of a fmall hill, in a very fair plain, incompafled with cocoa-nut 
trees. Without the trees there is a ftrong ftone wall clear round the town. The 
houfes are built like the houfes at Mindanao; but more neat: and the whole town was 
very clean and delightfome. 

The inhabitants are fmall, and well fhaped. They are much like the Mindanayans in 
fhape, colour, and habit ; but more neat and tight. They fpeak the Malayan lan- 
guage, and are all Mahometans. They are very obedient to the Sultan, who is a little 
man, about forty or fifty years old, and hath a great many wives and children. 

About an hour after we came to an anchor, the Sultan fent a meflenger aboard, to 
know what we were, and what our bufinels. We gave him an account, and he re- 
turned alhore, and in a fliort time after he came aboard again, and told us, that the 
Sultan was very well pleafed when he heard that we were Englilh ; and faid, that we 
fhould have any thing that the ifland afforded ; and that he himfelf would come 
aboard in the morning; therefore the (hip was made clean, and every thing put in the 
beft order to receive him. 

The 6th day in the morning betimes a great many boats and canoes came aboard, 
fowls, eggs, plantains, potatoes, &c. but they would difpofc of none till they had 
ofders for it from the Sultan, at his coming. About ten o'clock the Sultan came 
aboard in a very neat prow, built after the Mindanao fafhion. There was a large white 
filk flag at the head of the maft, edged round with a deep red for about two or three 
inches broad, and in the middle there was neatly drawn a green griffon, trampling on 
awinged ferpent, that feemed to ftruggle to get up, and threatened his adverl’ary with 
open mouthy and with a long fling that was ready to be darted into his legs. Other 
Eaft Indian Princes have their devices alfo. 

The Sultan with three or four of his nobles, and three of his fons, fat in the houfe 
of the prow. • His guards were ten mufqueteers, five ftanding on one fide of the 
prow, and five on the other fide ; and before the door of the prow-houfe ftood^one 
with a great broad fword and a target, and two more fuch at the after part of" the 
; and in the hea^ and ftem of the prow ftood four mufqueteers more, two at 
. iach end* , 
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The Stiltan had a filk turbat, laced with narrow gold lace by the fides, and broad 
lace at the end ; which liung down on one fide the head, after the Mindanayah lalhion. 
He h ail a flcy-coloured fil|t pair of breeches, and a piece of red filk thrown crofs his 
Ihoulders, and hanging Idqfe about him ; the greateft part of his back and waift ap- 
pearing naked. He had neither flocking nor ihoe. One of his fons was about 
fifteen or fixteen years old, the other two were young things } and they*were always 
in the arass of one or other of his attendants, • 

Captain Read met him at the fide, and led him into his fmall cabin, and- fired five 
gims for his welcome. As foon as he came aboard he gave leave to his fubjefts to 
trafHc with us ; and then our people bought what they had a mind to. The Sultan 
feenied very well pleafed to be vifited by the Englilh ; and faid he had coveted to have 
a fight of Englilhmen, having heard extraordinary charafters of their juft and honour- 
able dealing : but he exclaimed againfl the Dutch, (as all the Mindanayans, and all 
the Indians we met with do) and wifiied them at a greater diftance. 

For Macaffer is not very far from hence, one of 4he chiefeft* towns that the Dutch 
have in thofe parts. From tftence the Dutch come fometimes hither to purchafe 
flaves. The flaves that thefe people get here and fell to the Dutch, are fome of the 
idolatrous natives of the ifland, who not being under the Sultan, and having no head, 
live ftraggling in the country, flying from one place to another to preferve therafelves 
front the Prince and his fubjedls, who hunt after them to make them flaves. For the 
civilized Indians of the maritime places, who trade with foreigners, if they icannot 
reduce the inland people to the obedience of their Prince, they catch all they can of 
them and fell them for flaves ; accounting them to be but as favages, juft as the Spa- 
niards do the poor Americans. 

After two or three hours difeourfe, the Sultan went afliore again, and five guns were 
fired at his departure alfo. The next day he fent for Captain Read to come a(hore, 
and he with feven or eight men went to wait on the Sultan. I could not flip an op- 
portunity of feeing the place ; and fo accompanied them. We w'ere met at the land- 
ing place by two of the chief men, and guided to a pretty neat houfe, where the Sultan 
waited our coming. The houfe flood at the further end of all the town before- 
mentioned, which we paft through ; and abundance of people were gazing on us as 
we paft by. When we came near the houfe, there were forty poor naked foldiers with 
'mufquets made a lane for us to pafs through. This houfe w^as not built on pofts, as 
the reft were, after the Mindunayan way ; but the room in which we were entertained 
was on the ground, covered with mats to fit on. Our entertainment was tobaJ nd 
betel-nut, and young cocoa-nuts ; and the houfe was befet with men, and wonn...Jnd 
children, who thronged to get near the windows to look on us. * 

We did not tarry above an hour before we took our leaves and departed. This 
town ftands in a ^ Tandy foil ; but what the reft of the ifland is I know not, for none of 
us were afliore but at this place. 

The next day the Sultan came aboard again, and prefented Captaiir Read with a 
little boy, but he was too fmall to be ferviceable on board ; and fo Captain Read re- 
turned thanks, and told him he was too little for him. Then the Sultan fient for a 
.bigger boy, which the Captain accepted. This boy was a very pretty traftable boy ; 
but what was wonderful in him, he had two rows of teeth, one within another on each 
jaw. None of the other people were fo, nor did I ever fe§ the like. The Captain 
was prefented alfo with two he-goats, and was promifed fome buffalo, but Ido believe 
that they have but few of either on the ifland. We did pot fee any' buffalo, nor many. 
Roats, nwther have they much rice, but their chiefeft food is roots. We bought here 

4 about 
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about a thoufand pound weight of potatoes. Here our men ^bought alfo abundance 
of crockadofes, and fine large parties, curioufly coloured, and foime of thpm the 
fineft I ever faw. 

The crockadore is as big as a parrot, and fhaped much like it, with fuch a bill ; 
but it is as white as milk, and hath a bunch of feathers on his head like a crown. At 
this place wt bought a prow alfo of the Mindanayan make, for our own ufe, which our 
^carpenters afterwards altered, and made z delicate boat fit for any fervice. She was 
Aarp at both ends, hut we fawed oJ one, and made that end flat, faftening a rudder 
to it, and Ihe rowed and failed incomparably. 

We flayed here but till the icth day, becaufe it was a bad harbour and foul ground, 
and a bad time of the year too, for the tornadoes began to come in thick and flrong. 
When we went to weigh our anchor, it was hooked in a rock, and we broke our 
cable, and could not get our anchor, though we ftrove hard for it ; fo we went away 
and left it there. We had the wind at north-north-eaft and we fleered towards the 
fouth-eafl, and fell in with four or five fmall iflands, that lie in five degrees forty 
minutes fouth latitude, and about five or fix leagues from Callafufung harbour. 
Thefe iflands appeared very green with cocoa-nut trees, and we faw two or three 
towns on them, and heard a drum all night, lor we were got in among llioals, and 
could not get out again till the next day. We knew not whether the drum were for 
fear of us, or that they were making merry, as it is ufual in thefe parts to do all the 
night, finging gnd dancing fill morning. 

We found a pretty flrong iide here, the flood fetting to the fouthward, and the 
ebb to the northw'ard. 'rhel'e flioals, and many other that are not laid down in our 
drafts, lie on the fouth-weft fide of the iflands where we heai*d the drum, about a 
league from them. At laft w'e pafl between the iflands, and tried for a paflTage on 
the eafl fide. We met wdth divers flioals on this fide alfo, but found channels to 
pafs through ; fo we fleered away for the ifland Timor, intending to pafs out by it. 
We had the winds commonly at weft-fouth-wefl and fouth-wefl hard gales and rainy 
weather. 

The 1 6th day we got clear of the flioals, and fleered fouth by cafl with the wind at 
wefl-fouth-wefl, but veering every half hour, fometimes at fouth-wefl and then again 
at well, and fometimes at north-north«weft bringing much rain, with thunder and 
lightning. 

k aoth day we palfed by the ifland Omba, which is a pretty high ifland, lying 
de eight degrees twenty minutes, and not above five or fix leagues from the 
ift part of the ifland Timor. It is about thirteen or fourteen leagues long, 
and five'or fix leagues wide- 

About Yeven or eight leagues to the wx*fl of Omba, is another pretty large ifland, 
but it had no name in our plats ; yet by the fitualion it flioukl be that which in foiiie 
maps is called I’entare. We faw on it abundance of fmoaks by day, and fires by 
night, and a large town on the north-fide of it, not far from the fea ; but it was fuch 
bad weather that w(‘ did not go afliore. Between Omba and Pentare, and in the mid 
channel, iherc is a Iniall low fandy ifland, with great flioals on either fide j but there 
is a very good -channel clofe by Pentare, between that and the flioals about the 
fmall ifle. We were three days beating off and on, not having a wind, for it was at 
fouth-fouth-wefl. 

The 23d clay in the evening having a fmall gale at north, we got through, keeping 
clofe by Pencare. The tide of ebb here fet out to the fouthward, by which we were 
helped through, for we had but little wind. But this tide, which did us a kindnefs in 
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fetting US through, had like to have ruined us afterwards; for there aretwofraall 
Wands lying at the fouth*end of the channel we came through, aqd towards thefeiflands 
the tid^ hurried us fo fwiftly, that we very narrowly efcaped being driven alhore ; for 
the little wind we bad before at north dying away, we had not’ one breath of wind 
when we came tjiere, neither was there any anchor-ground. But we got out our oars 
and rowed, yet all in vain : for the tide fet wholly on one of thefe fmall inlands, that 
we were forced with might tmd main ftrength to bear off the Ihip, by thrufting with 
our oars againft the Ihore, which was a fteep bank, and by this means we prefently 
drove away clear of danger ; and having a little wind in the night*at uorth, we fleered 
away fouth-fouth-weft. In the morning again we had the wiinl at wcfl-fouth-weft, and 
fleered fouth, and the wind coming to the weft- north- weft we fleered fouth-wcfl to get 
clear of^ the fouth-weft end of theifland Timor, d'he 29th day we faw the north-wefl 
point of Timor fouth-eaft by eaft diftant about eight leagues. 

Timor is a long high mountainous ifland ftretching north-eaft and fouth-weft. It is 
about feventy leagues long and fifteen or fixteen wide, the middle of the ifland 
is in latitude about nine degrees fouth. I have been informed that the Portuguefe ’ 
do trade to this ifland ; but I know nothing of its produce befides coirc for making 
cables. 

The 27th day w^effaw two fmall iflands which lie near the fouth-weft end of Timor- 
They bear from us fouth-eaft. We had very hard gales of wind, and ftill with a great ‘ 
deal of rain, the wind at weft and w'eft-fouth-weft. 

Being now clear of all the iflands we flood off fouth, intending to touch at New 
Holland, a part of Terra Auftralis Incognita, to fee what that country would afford us. 
Indeed as the winds were we could not now keep our intended courfe, which was firfl 
wcflerly and then northerly, without going to New Holland, unlefs we had gone back 
again among the iflands : but this was not a good time of the year to be among any 
iflands to the fouth of the equator, unlefs in a good harbour. 

I'he 3 1 ft day we were in latitude thirteen degrees twenty minutes ftill Handing to the 
fouthward, the wind bearing commonly very hard at weft, wc keeping upon it under two 
courfes, and our mizen and fometimes a maintop-fail rift. About ten o’clock at night 
we tacked and flood to the northward, for fear of running on a fhoal which is laid dowa 
in our drafts in latitude thirteen degrees fifty minutes, or thereabouts : it bearing fouth 
by weft from the eaft end of 'Hmor ; and fo the ifland bore from us by our judgments- 
and reckoning. At three o’clock wc tacked again, and flood fouth by weft and foutlv 
fouth-weft. 

In the morning aS foon as it was day, we faw the flioal right a-head : it lies in thirt^tt 
degrees fifty minutes by all our reckonings. It is a fmall fpit of fand, juft affpearing-above 
the water’s edge, with feveral rocks about it, eight or tdn feet high above -water.. 
It lies in a triangular*form, each fide being about a league and a half. We fteinmcd 
right with the middle of it, and flood within half a mile of the rocks, and founded, but 
found no ground. Then we went about and flood to the north two hours ; and then 
tacked and flood to the fouthward again, thinking to weather it, but could' not ; fo we 
bore away on the north fide, till we came to the eaft point, giving the rocks a fmall 
birth ; then we trimmed fharp and flood to the fouthward, paffing cloje by it, and 
founded again, but found no ground. 

This flioal is laid down in our drafts not above fixteen or twenty leagues Trom New 
Holland, but we did run afterwards fixty leagues due fouth before we fell in with it ; 
ai\d I am very confident, that no part of New Holland hereabouts lies fo far northerly 
by forty leagues as it is laid down. in our drafts. For if New Holland were laid down. 

true,., 
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true, we muft of neceffity have been driven near forty leagues to the weftwiard of our 
courfe ; but this is vgry improbable that the current Ihould* fet fo Ijrong to the wdl- 
t*ard, feeing we had fuch a conftant wefterly wind. I grant that ^henlhd“l!ltonfoon 
ftifts firft, the currelit does not prcfently ftift, but hins afterwards near a month, but 
the monfoon had been Ihifted at leaft two months now : but of the monfoons a:^ other 
winds, and of the currents, elfewhere in their proper pfe'ce, As to thefe he?e, I do 
rather believe that the land is not laid down true, than that the current deceived us ; 
for it was more probable wo fliould have been deceived before we met with a flioal 
than afterwards ; for on the couft of New Holland we found the tides keeping their 
conftant courfe, the flood running north by eaft and the ebb fouth by eaft. 

The 4th day of January 1688, we fell in with the land of New Holland in the latitude 
of 1 6 degrees fifty minutes, having, as I faid before, made our courfe due fouth from 
the ftioal that wc paft by the 3 ift day of December. We ran in clofe by it, and find- 
ing no convenient anchoring, becaufe it lies open to the north-weft, we ran along fliore 
to the eaftward, ftecring north-eaft by eaft, for fo the land lies. We fteered thus about 
' twelve leagues ; and then came to a point of land fro'm whence the land trends eaft 
and fouthcrly for ten or twelve leagues, but how afterwards I know not. About three 
leagues to the eaftward of this point there is a pretty deep bay with abundance of iflands 
in it, and a very good place to anchor in, or to hale afliore. About a league to the 
eaftward of that point we anchored January the 5th, 1688, two miles from the fliore 
in twenty-nine fathoms, good hard fand and clean ground. 

New Holland is a very large truft of land. It is not yet determined whether it is an 
ifland or a main continent ; but I am certain that it joins neither to Afia, Africa, nor 
America. This part of it that wc faw is all low even land with fandy banks againft the 
fea, only the points are rocky, and fo are fome of the iflands in this bay. 

The land is of a dry fandy foil, deftitute of water, except you make wells, yet pro- 
ducing divers forts of trees ; but the woods are not thick, nor the trees very big. Moft 
of the trees that we faw arc dragon-trees as we fuppofed ; and thefe too are the largeft 
trees of any there. 'Fhey are about the bignefs of our large apple-trees, and about the 
fame heighth, and the rind is blackifli and fomewhat rough ; the leaves are of a dark 
colour ; the gum diftils out of the knots or cracks that are in the bodies of the trees. 
We compared it with fome gum-dragon, or dragon’s blood that was aboard, and it was 
of the fame colour and taftc. 'I'he other fort of trees were not known by any of us. 
There was pretty long grafs growing under the trees, but it was very thin. Wc faw 
no trees that bore fruit or berries. 

"We faw no fort of animal nor any track of beaft, but once ; and that feemed to be 
the tread of a heaft as big as a great maftiff dog. Here are a few fmall land birds, but 
none bigger than a black-bird, and but few fea fowls. Neither is the fea very plenti- 
fully ftored with fifli, unlefs you reckon the manatee and turtle asTuch ; of thefe crea- 
tures there is plenty, but they are extraordinary fliy, though the? inhabitants cannot 
trouble thenvniuch, having neither boats nor iron. , 

The inhabitants of this country are the miferablcft people in the world. The Hod- 
madods of Monomatapa, though a nafty people, yet for wealth are gentlemen to 
thefe ; who have no houfes and fkin-garments, flieep, poultry, and fruits of the earth, 
oftrich eggs^ See. as the Hodmadods have : and fetting afide their human fhape, they 
differ but little from brutes. They are tall, ftrait-bodied and thin, with fmall long 
limbs. They have great heads, round foreheads, and great brows. Their eyelids are 
always half clofed, to keep the flies out of their eyes : they being fo troublefome here, 
that bo fanning will keep them from coming to one’s face, and without the afliftance 
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bf both hands to keep ^em oflP they will creep into one’s noftrils and mouth too, if the 
lips ar^;^ot fliut very clofe ; fo that from their infancy being tTius annoyed with thefe 
infefts they do never open their eyes as other people: and thorefore they cannot lee 
far unlefs they hold up their heads, as if they were looking at fomewhat over them. 

They have great botrle-nofes, pretty full lips, and wide mouths ; the two fore-teeth 
of their upper jaw are wanting in all of them, men and women, old and young ; whe- 
ther they draw them out I know not ; neither have they any beards. They are long 
vifaged, and of a very unpleafing afpeft, having no one gracefuf feature in their faces . 
Their hair is blacky Ihort and curled, like that of the negroes, and not long and lank 
like the common Indians. The colour of their Ikins, both of their faces and the rell 


of their body, is coal-black, like that of the negroes of Guinea. 

I'hey have no fort of cldaths but a piece of the rind of a tree tied like a girdle about 
their waifts, and a handful of long grafs, or three or four fmall green boughs full of 
leaves, ihruft under their girdle to cover their nakednefs. 

They have no houfes, but.lic in the open air without any covering : the earth being 
their bed and the heaven their canopy. Whether they cohabit one man to one woman, 
or promifeuoufly, I know not ; but they do live in companies, twenty or thirty men, 
women, and children together. Their only food is a fmall foyt of filh, which they get 
by making wares o^ ftone acrofs little coves or branches of the fea ; every tide bringing 
in the fmall fiih and there leaving them for a prey to thefe pe(iplc, who conftantly 
attend there to fearch for them at low water. I'his fmall fry I take to be the top of 
their fiflicry. They have no inflruments to catch great fifh fliould they come, and 
fuch feldom flay to be left behind at low water ; nor could we catch any fifh with our 
hooks and lines all the while we lay there. In other places at low water they leek for 
cockles, mufcles, and periwincles: of thefe lliell-lilh there are fewer Hill, fo that their 
chiefelt dependence is upon what the fea leaves in their wares ; which be it much or 
little they gather up, and march to the places of their abode. There the old people 
that are not able to ftir abroad by reafon of their age, and the tender infants, wait 
their return ; and what Providence has bellowed on them they prcfently broil on the 
coals, and eat it in common, boinetimcs they get as many iifh as makes them a plenti- 
ful banquet, and at other times they fcarcc get every one a tafte ; but be it little or 
much that they get every one has his part, as well the young and tender, the old 
and feeble, who are not able to go abroad, as the ftrong and lufty. When they have 
eaten they lie down till the next low w'ater, and then all that are able march out, be 
it night or day, rain or lliine, it is all one, they muft attend the w'ares or elfe they mull 
fail, for the earth affords them no food at all. 'I'here is neither herb, Toot, pwlfe nor 
any fort of grain for them to cat, that we law j nor any foft of bird or bea^Ahat they 
can catch, having vo inflruments wherewithal to do fo. 

I did not perceive that they did worfhip any thing. Thefe poor creatures have a fort 
of w'eapqn to defend their ware, or light with their enemies, if they have any that will 
interfere with their poor fifliery. They did at firll endeavour with their weapons to 
frighten us, who lying afhore deterred them from one of thwr fiffiing-places. Some 
of them had wooden fwords, others hatj a fort of lances. 'I'he fwtor.d is a piece of 
wood lhaped fomewhat like a cutlafs. The lance is a long flraight pole fliarp at one 
end, and ^ hardened afterwards by heat. 1 faw no iron nor any other fort of metal j 
therefore it is probable they ufe flone-hatchcts, as fome Indian? in America do, deferibed 
in Chap. IV. 


S®* their fire I know not, but probably as Indians do out of wood. I have 
feen the Indians of Bon- Airy do it, and have myfelf tried the experiment : they take a 
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flat piece of wood that is pretty foft and make a fmall dent in ^ne fide of it, then they 
take another hard round flick, about the bignefs of one’s little finger, and i^iyenin^ 
it at one end like a pencil, they put that fliarp end in the hole or dent the flat fort 
piece, and then rubbing or twirling the hard piece between the palms of their hands, 
they drill ih^ foft piece till it ftnokes, and at lafl takes fire. 

Thefe people fpeak fomewhat through the throat, but we could not underftand one 
word that they faid. We anchored, as 1 faid before, January the 5th, and feeing men 
walking on the fhore* we prefently fent a canoe to get fome acquaintance with them : 
for we were in hopes to get fome provifion among them ; but the inhabitants feeing 
our boat coming, ran away and hid themfelves. We fearched afterwards three -days in 
hopes to find their houfes, but found none ; yet we faw many places where they had 
made fire. At lafl, being out of hopes to find their habitations, we fearched no far- 
ther, but left a great many toys alhore in fuch places where we thought that they would 
-Come. In all our I'earch we found no water, but old wells on the fandy bays. 

At lafl wo went over to the iflands, and there we found a great many ol the natives : 
I do believe there were forty on one ifland, men, women, and children. The men at 
our firfl coming afhore threatened us with their lances ;md fwords ; but they were 
frighted by firing one gun, which we fired purpofely to fcaro them, 'fhe ifland was 
fo fmall that they could not hide themfelves ; but they were much dilbrdered at our 
landing, efpecially the women and children, for we went directly to their camp. The 
luftiefl of the women fnatching up their infants ran away howling, and the little children 
run after fqueaking and bawling, but the men flood flill. Some ol the women, and 
fuch people as could not go from us, lay flill by a fire, making a doleful noife, as if 
we had been coining to devour them ; but when they faw we did not intend to harm 
them, they were pretty quiet, and the reft that fled from us at our firfl coming returned 
again, ^'his their place of dwelling was only a fire with a few boughs before it, fet up 
wn that fide the wind was of. 1 

of lAfter we had been here a little while, the men began to be familiar, and we clothed 
treese of them, defigning to have had fome lervice of them for it, for we found fome 
famds of water here, and intended to carry two or three barrels of it aboard ; but it 
ctding fomewhat troublefome fo carry to the canoes, we thought fo have made thefe 
'men to have carried it for us, and therefore we gave them fome old cloaths : to one an 
old pair of breeches, fo another a ragged Ihirt, to the third a jacket that was fcarce 
worth owning ; which yet would have been very acceptable at fome places where we 
had been, and fo we thought they might have been with thefe people! We put them on 
them, thinking that this finery would have brought them to work heartily for us ; and 
our watcr^eing filled in fmall long barrels, about fix gallons in each, wliich were made 
purpofely to carry water in, we brought thefe our new fervants to the wells, and put 
a barrel on each of their Ihoulders for them to carry to the canoe. But all the figns vve 
could make w;crc to no purpofe, for they flood like flatues, without motion, but grinned 
like fo many inonkics, flaring one upon another : for thefe |)oor crt-atures feem not 
accuflomed to carry burtliens, and I believe that one of our fliip-boys of ten years old 
would carry as-iTTiich as one of them. So we were forced to carry our water ourfelves, 
and they very fairly put the cloaths off again, and laid them down, as if cloaths were 
only to work in. I did not perceive that they had any great liking to them at frft, 
neither did they feem to “admire any thing that we had. 

At another lime our canoe being among thefe iflands feeking for game, efpied a 
drove of thefe men fwitmning from one ifland to another ; for they have no boats, 
canoes, or bark-logs. They took up four of them, and brought them on board ; two 

of 
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of them were middle-aged, the other two were young men about eighteen or twenty- 
years old. To thefe we* gave boiled rice, and with it turtle and ftianatee boiled. They 
did greedily devour what we gave them, but took no notice of Uie fliip, or any thing 
in it, and when they were fet on land again, they ran away as faft as they could. At 
our fil’d: coming, before we were acquainted with them, or they with us, a company 
of them who lived on the main, came juft againft our fhip, and ftanding on a pretty 
high bank, threatened us with their fwords and lances, by fliaking them at us. At laft ’ 
the captain ordered the drum to be beaten, which was done of ‘a fudden with much- 
vigour, purpofely to fcare the poor creatures. They hearing the noife, ran away as- 
fait as they could drive ; and when they ran away in hafte, they would pry “ gurry, 
gurry,”, fpeaking deep in the throat. I'hofe inhabitants alfo that live on the main, 
would alwayjs run away from us ; yet we took feveral of them. For, as I have already 
obferved, they had fuch bad eyes, that they could not fee us till we came clofe to 
them. We did always give them vidtuals, and let them go again, but the iflanders, 
after our firft time of being among them, did not ftir for us. * 

When we had been here about a week, we haled our fiiip into a fmall fandy cove, 
at a fpring-ride, as far as flic would float ; and at low water flie was left dry, and the 
fand dry without us near half a mile ; for the lea rifeth and falleth here about five 
fathom. 'I'he flood runs north by eaft, and the ebb fouth by weft. All the neap- 
tides we lay wholly aground, for the fea did not come near us by about a hundred 
yards. We had therefore time enough to clean our fhip’s bottom, which we did very 
well. Moft of our men lay alhore in a tent, where our fails were mending ; and- 
our ftrikers brought home turtle and manatee every day, which was our conftant 
food. 

While we lay here, I did endeavour to perfuade our men to go to fomc Englifh 
faftory ; but was threatened to be turned afhore, and left here lor it. This made me 
defift, and patiently wait for fome more convenient place and opportunity to leave 
them than here, which I did hope I Ihould accomplifh in a Ihort time ; becaufethey 
did intend, when they went from hence, to bear down towards Cape Comorin. In 
their way thither they defigned alfo to vifit the ifland Cocos, which licth in latitude 
twelve degrees twelve minutes north, by our drafts ; hoping there to find of that, 
fruit ; the ifland having its name from thence. 
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From, the French of M. de Gcignes, 

Refiilent of France in China, attached tn the Miniftry of Foreign Relation,?, nr. i C/.t''' iHei "t 
firll and third Oafs of the inftitute (Pari i 


VOYAGE TO THE hSLl' (V' I RANCF, AN!) MAKlUs 

O N my return from Pekin, finding myfelf perlecll) .it leifure, aiui bein;^ waJiom 
news from .Europe or the coail of India, and without cxpedancy oi uu . , .ei 
commercial intercourle between the French and China was farj'''i’;i.,'d by li;!,; 1 

rcfolved on a voyage to the Ifle of France, as well to (’btaii. '‘o e, i-ti luiedet id li,!,.! 
colony, as to place myfelf in the way of vifitiug Manila 1 . h... 1 o ui.'au ic >.:s’ n, 

1 his was indeed a circuitous voyage; but I was deficient of funds. .„,d h .o' Oi i.'ii e’ e.< 
fince 1793’ induced to take this ccurfe as ouich by ihi hope oi recnuting mv 

finances as by the tlefire I have before expreiTet! fi.'cing two important cimou:. 

^ 1 therefore embarked at Wampoo, on ih, : .ph ,,f .lanuury 1796,011 board an Ame- 
rican floop of ninety-four tons, wM, n (nile.l m cos.pany w- !■ iivc other veifels of the 
fame nation, and on the t-ph ne palhd Macao with a wir d at firfl fatonrable and 
plcafimt, but which, incrcafmg gnidoaht, at length terminated in a violent gale ol 
ft'vcral days’ duration. 

Notwithflanding the currents in the China fens run towards the wefl, we faw nei- 
ther Pulo Sapate nor Pulo Condor, the firfl laud w'e deferied Iieing Pulo Aor. 
which we doubled on the acd. On the 24111 we anchored under Munojiin, and tin 
next day entered the Straits of Banca by favour of the currents, which here run 
towards the foulh. On leaving thefe flraits the fix American veflels, keeping in a line, 
coafled along the weflcrn fhore of Lucepara ; w'hen this ifland was brought to bear 
north we fleered fouth by caft and fouth by wefl for the Two. Sifters, and large of 
certain Shoals on our flarboard fide. 

On the 30th we anchored at North Ifland : we failed thence on the ift of February 
in hopes of clearing the Straits of Sunda the fame day ; but at the inflant of our leaving 
the mouth of ihom a wefterly wind fprang up, and blew with fuch violence as obliged 
us to feek flreifer under Sanibooricoo, where we were detained ten days. 

Ihe i2ih, in the evening, we diflinguifhed Chriftmas Ifland, of which in the night 
we were abrcafl ; it is lofty towards the middle, well wooded, and of fomc cxicnt. 
The wind did not fhift to the fouth till the i8th of February ; afterwards it blew from 
the fouth-fouth-eafl and fouth-eaft until our arrival off the iOand of Rodriguez, which 
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we got figbt of ibe of Match. On pa« of th« i«l» we were becalmed } the 
1 6th we defcrimi of tho ^ oatthio anchored in 

the harbouljr, Ictdlbod Wt^out diiiffico!ty« as thowijitti from the fouth- 

cafl-. ' ( ' t 1 * . «'■ 

The Ifle of fma<W fcoesfy piahitefi^ue ^pcarance from the fea : it is wholly co- 
vered with moaQtntw fomarkaoie or which are of Puker Both, and 

Le Pouce. Ue ff^SiTs name from a Dutchman ; and the fecondfrom the re- • 
femblance iQf fommit of the mountain to a thumb. . ' 

Mount Phfpi&i'w the form of a fugar-loaf is furmounted by a rock in fliape of an 
inverted cicb%lhwh at a drlfance has a hnguliar jpffeft. The rock appears of inconfi- 
dorable dimw^O^Sj althoi^ it is faid to be fixty feet over at the top. 

The mCWWJtaiHS of tlid Ifte of France are oS flight elevation. M. dc la C.aille afligns 
them no more than four hundred and fome few toifes above the level of the fca*. 
Thofe in the viemage of the port are chkfly bare of trees. The fiirrounding territory 
is arid, and almoft wholly covered u^th ftones. 

1 rcniained bn the ffle of France- till the 17th of July, when I quitted it for Manila. 
Wc made Bpurbon the next day at one in the afternoon ; but our captain, who had 
never been at this ifland, apprehenfive of palTing Saint Denis, took in I'ail during the 
night, by which we Joft ground prodigioufly, and did not arrive at Saint Paul before 
the 21 ft in the afternoon. The next day we attempted to double Bourbon to wind- 
ward ; but being unable to efleft our purpofe, we pafied on the oppofite fide, and 
loft fight of the.ifland on the 23d, with a wind from the' fouth-caft. 'I'his wind con- 
tinued until we had attained the twenty-feventh degree of fouthern latitude, when it 
veered to the north, and afterwards to the weft and fouth-wert by weft, blowing with 
violence and with fuddem gufts. 

As we merbafed our latitude, and approached the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth de- 
grees, the wind began to flacken» blowing from the well, the weft-north* weft, and 
north-weft lili'tihe 17 th of j^uguft, When* having defeended to the twetlty-fixth and 
IM ( iity-feventh degree, it blew rrota the foutb-weft, fouth, and fouth-caft, and finally, 
from the 20th to the 27th, w'C had eaft and north-eaft winds. Owing to 
thefe contrary gales, and the currents, we mifled the Straits of Sunda, and on the 30th 
of Auguft Ibupd ourfclves before the Ifle Engano ^the Deceiving llle). 

We were nqw tpbliged to tiaverfe in order to heighten our latitude, when having at- 
tained eight d^ees' louth, and the wind beginning to be favourable we entered the 
Straits of Sundi.bn the 8th of September, and the next day anchored at Anicrcs. ** 

I noticed that the currents along the coaft of Sumatra bear to the fouth;faft, that 
is to fay into ihe.;ijlrait ; but on quitting the coaft their direction is weft, north- weft, 
and north-north-weft. On this account it is imprudent to run t(xi large on tacking, 
efpecially when about the middle of the ftrait ; from not attending to this we were 
rwice carried out of fight of , land|, nfiSwithftandiug we had proceeded fo far as to be 

abreaft of the Ifte of Candy. ' - if :, ■ , • 

We left Ani^res on the lothj 14th e^iered the Straits of Banca. Tliefe 

we cleared on the 15th with i' fine lireelze ftbm the fouth-caft, w hich enabled us to 
ftem the current, tfipugh it ran yeiry ftrpng. * ' 
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The 1 8th, by four in the afternoon, we were abreaft of Pulo Aor, the current run- 
ning eaft. 

The 22(1 we had fight of Pulo Condor, and on the 30th of Ptdo Tuban. On the 
night of this laft day we anchored under Point Mirabel, having had the wind from our 
leaving the Straits of Sunda fouth-eaft, fouth, fouth fouth-weft, fouth-weft, fouth, weft, 
and fouth-weft. 

• The I ft of Oftober we hoifted fail at five in the morning, and pafled between the 
Monja (the Nun) and*the ifland of the Corregidor. La Monja is an infulated rock 
which has deep water very clofe to it. 'iTie ifland of the Corregidor, in front of the 
entrance of the bay of Manila, leaves but two pafl'ages into the bay, one on the north, 
the other on the fouth. On tliis ifland the Spaniards have conftrufted land-marks, and 
in the neighbourhood keep fnme guard-boats, one of which was difpatched to vifit our 
reflel. 

Making for the bay, we for fome time kept to larboard to avoid the fhoal of St. 
Nicholas ; the fea ran high, but was placid from the inftant we tacked to llarboard 
to reach the port of Cavite. On entering, a fort is perceived on the point: this muft 
not be approached too near, as the bottom rifes, and we, for want of the precaution 
recommended on palling the fort, for an inftant grounded. 

As foon as we had anchored, the captain landed in order to malte his declaration 
and requeft a fearch, as previous to this formality no one is allowed to quit the 
Slip. 

After fix weeks flay at Manila, we quitted that city on the 1 5th of November, the 
wind blowing north-eaft. 

During the monfoon of the north and norlh-caft winds, in failing for Cliina, it is 
necellary to coaft along Manila under favour of the land breeze, that from the call, 
which conftantly blows at night ; as in the day the north, nortli-north-weft, or north- 
weft winds, regularly prevail. It is likewife requifite that attention be paid not to keep 
at greater diftance from the coaft than a league, or at molt two, as farther out the 
currents have a north-well direftion, whereas within thefe limits their courfe is 
north. 

From Point Capones, towards and as far as Boulinao, the coaft muft not be neared 
too clofcly, that the lhallows may be avoided, but thence as far as Cape Bojador, a velfel 
may keep in fliore with fafety : the currents in the firft courfe run fometimes towards 
the fouth, and at others northward, hut in the fecond conftantly towards the north. 

• Scarcely had we doubled C'ape Bojador before we experienced a very heavy fwell, 
and had ;i violent gale from the north-eaft. W e then fleered north by well, in order 
to pafs to leeward of the bank de la Plata, in latitude twenty degrees fifty-five minutes 
north. 

The 26th we made the coaft of China, and Pedra Blanca, aq infulated white 
rock in the middle of the fea, fituate, according to Sir Erafmus Gower, in latitude 
twenty-two degiecs nineteen minutes north, longitude eaft of Paris one hundred and 
twelve degrees thirty-feven minutes*. Mr. Dalrymple, in his chart of the coaft of 
China, marks this ^rock as fomewhat more towards the eaft. 

On the 27th ‘of November we anchored in Macao roads, the wind at firft blowing 
hard from th? north : it at length gradually abated and permitted our weighing, ant’ 
reaching Cfanton. 1 remained in this city until the 28th January 1 797, when 1 embarked 

* One hundred and fourteen degree* thirty-feren minute* eaft. of Greeawich. 

at 
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at Wampoo, on boiird the fame American veffel which brought me to China, bound 
firft for Maniiai and thence for the Ille of Frimce. 

On the 31ft we toft fight of the coaft of China. 

On the 4th of February we coafted along the ihores of Manila, and had hopes of 
reaching the bay the fame day, when, of a fudden, the wind fell, but rifing again blew 
fo hard that, after ineffedually endeavouring for feveral days to double the Corregidor 
by the northern pa^ge, we were fain to feek flielter behind the mountain which forms 
Point Mirabel. The wind at length declining we fleered to leeward of the ifland of 
the Corregidor, that is, by the fouthem paffage, for the bay, where we made feveral 
long tacks in order to fetch the anchoring place i this we reached on, the nth of 
Februaigr. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE PHILIPPINE ISLES. 

OF the numerous colonies Ijplonging to the Spaniards, as one of the inofl important, * 
muft indifputably be reckoned the Lufones (pr, I.ulbnes), or Philippine Iflands. Their 
pofition, their great fertility, and the nature of their.produdions, render them admirably 
adapted for adive commerce ; and if the Spaniards have not derived much benefit 
from them, to themfelves and to their manner of trading is the fault to be aferibed. 

Magellan, who left Seville the loth of Auguft 1519, and was killed on the ifland of 
Zebu, one of the Philippines, was the firfl European who made his appearance in this 
part of the world: He it was who fecured the pofl'cffion of thefe iflands to the King his 
mafler, in right of difeovery, but the Spaniards did not obtain fovereignty of them, in 
right of conquefl, until 1564, under Lopez de Legafpe ; at this epoch they gave to the 
Lu^j'one Iflands the name of the Philippines, although, according to foine authors, they 
received this appellation much earlier, that is, when Lopez de Villalobes with his fleet 
vifited them in 1 543. 

The Spaniards on their arrival at the Lufones found there feveral different races of 
people, and among them fome Chinefe. Thefe laft in 1 603 would probably have 
wrefled from them this important colony, but for the bravery and ability of Pedro 
Acugna, who refifled the efforts of that adive and enterprizing, but at the fame time, 
unwarlike people. Since this attempt the Spaniards have tranquilly enjoyed poffeflion 
of the Philippines ; and if the cruizes, or unimportant attacks of thofc Moors be 
excepted, who inhabit fome of the contiguous iflands, maintain undifturbed peace with 
all the different inhabitants of this thickly fludded Archipelago. 

I’he Philippines extend from the fixth to nearly the twentieth degree of latitudemorth, 
and from the hundred and fixteenth to the hundred and tweiity-fixth degree 06 lontri. 
tude eafl of Paris *. , 

Under the denonjination of the Philippines a confiderable number of iflands are com- 
prized ; but as the detail of the whole of them would be tedious, I (hall confine inyfelf 
to a defeription of the larger only, and thofe mofl deferving attention. 

Thp climate is hot and moift, yet, notwithftanding the iflands are fituate in the torrid 
zone, the heat Is lefs confiderable than might be imagined, on account of {ha fca breezes 
and thofe from the land, which render it tolerable. ^icaoreezcs, 

"Ihe foil is highly fertile, and the crops of rice and wheat are abundant. 

Mmpof gold exift, but thefe are not wrought j the only portion of this metal col- 
lected is that obtained in fmall grains walked down by the rivers. The iflands are 
fubjed to earthquakes. 

* Paris i» fituate two degrees tweaty minutes eaft of Greenwich. 
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The Inhabitants clilTer as well in their origin as their language. 

The Tagnlcs are the progeny of Moors and Malays ; on the arrival of the Spaniards 
they occupied the coafts of Manila, The Bifayas^ or Pintados (painted men), come 
from Macafl'ar, and are found on many of the illands. Thefe two races are partly 
tributary, apd apply ihemfelves to commerce, the arts, navigation, and agriculture. 

The indigenous inhabitants, or Negrillos^ in no refped refcmble the 'ragales or 
Bihiyas ; they circ much like the blacks of CJuinca, are of lowx'r ftature, have hair 
curly and criip, and* go almoft entirely naked ; the women wear a piece of cloth round 
the body woven from the fibres of trees, and called tapifs. Thefe people, chielly, live 
wild among the mountains, and arc not tributary. 

Some CUiincfe yet remain at Manila, but the number of them is greatly diiniiiillied 
fince the year 1603. 

The tribute paid by the Indians is fixed at ten reals for married couples, and five for 
each male uiiniarrled, from th^^ age of eighteen to fixty ; females unmarried, tw eiity- 
four years old and under fixfy, pay a like fum. Indians who are tributary, and 

who, according to the enumeration made through the different provinces, form the 
twelfth part of the whole population, arc reckoned to number three hundred thoufaud. 
The King receives but the third of the contribution of the Indians, the remainder being 
the property of certain lords pofTefling fiefs, or cficcmicnchis^ and thence denominated 
cncomicNdiidorcs, Proprit toivs moreover pay additionally two reals per head lor the 
maintenance of the troops, and two more lor the redor of the parilh. 


MINDANAO. 

The fitc of this ifland is between fix degrees thirty minutes and nine degrees forty- 
live minutes of northern latitude, and one hundred and twenty and one hundred and 
twenty-five degrees cafl of Paris. I’Voin eaft to weft it ineafiires ninety leagues, and is 
upwards of fixty from north to fouth it has a number cd bn) s and capes, (he chief 
of the latter Sant Aguflino, Suliago, and vSambooungue ; it is watered by cnnliderable 
rivers, among which are rnoPcedidinguiffied the Buhayeii, in the* ]>rovince of the fame 
name; the Betuan, in the fouth ; and the Sibuguey, in the province of Dapitan. U 
moreover contains two lakes; one of them of large dimonrions in tlu.‘ fbuth-ead 
gives its name of Mindanao to the whole ifland ; the other in the north-we(l is called 
Melanao. 

The capital of Mindanao is fituatc in feven degrees twenty minutes nortli, yet not- 
wiiliftanding its proximity to the line the heat is moderate, as it is tempered by the 
fea and land breezes. The atinofpherc, during the prevalence of the ealurn mon- 
foons, is pure and ferene ; but when the v.oftern monfooii blows, temjiells prevail 
with rain. 

The foil is remarkably fertile, and produces in abundance rice, lago, tobacco, and 
wild cinnamon gathered in the provinces of Saaibooanguc, Dapetan, ai:d ("agayan. 
la its rivers gold is found ; and fulphur about its volcanoes, of which in the ifland are 
feveral. (hi* the coafts pearls are obtained, and a multitude of fifli. "I’he interior is 
full of moulitains. The zoological inhabitants are horfes, hogs, buflalocs, goats, wild- 
boars, feigs, rabbits, monkies, and abundance of fowls and pigeons ; of reptiles and 
infers, vipers, fcorpions, fcolopendra; or miilipeds, a fpccics of venomous infeft.;^ and 


According to tlio accompanying map, from cafl to wcfl it mcafiires two I.iindred and ninety -five 
Kiigliffi flatutc miles, one liuiidrcd and ninety-five at its greatefl breadth in the cafl from north to fouth, 
and fixty in tlic well ; its figure, allowing for indentations, would be that of an ifofceles triangle, but for 
its Ining truncated at the weflcru extremity, — TRAN^LATOK. 
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in the rivers fwarms of ^orms deftruftive to the bottoms of fhips and boats which are 

not coppered. . 

The ifland is divided among five nations, the Mmdanaos, Caragos, Lutaos, Dapitan?, 
and Subanos. The Mindanaos occupy the fouthern part, which is the heft and mod 
fertile j the Dapitans and the Caragos dwell in the north-eaft ; the Lutaos on the 
coafts and banks of rivers : thefe addift themfelves to commerce and filhiilg ; the 
Subanos are tributary to the laft : filhermen like their mailers, they refide in the 

weftem part of the ifland. n . * , , r 

The houfes are railed from the ground on polls, and are entered by means of a 
ftaircafe ; they confift but of one floor divided into different apartments : the walls, 
floors, .cieling, fides and partitions are made of cane; the roof is covcrc’d with palm- 
leaves’. The inferior part below the houfe ferves as a liable for cattle ; it is alfo the 
receptacle of filth of all kinds, which is fuffered to accumulate until carried away by 
the floods of the rainy feafon. 

The ifland is fubje£l to two Sultans, each of which has under him a zarabandal,* 
who governs the people and fiolds them in a perfect Hate of vaflalage. 'I'he Princes 
are termed Cahil, the nobles Tuam : thefe have rendered themfelves independent. 
Such lords as have numerous vaflals are denominated Otamayas. 

The inhabitants are of middle ftature, but well made, and of a tawny complexion 
inclining to a bright yellow : they polTefs intelligence, are indullrious, and (killed in 
different works in wood and iron, although the number of their tools is fmall. They 
arc paflionately fond of dancing, entertainments, hunting and bathing. I heir chief 
fault is idlenefs. The Mahometan is the predominant religion. 

Thefe people are friendly to ftrangers ; but circumfpeclion with them is very necelTary, 
as they are lofty, favage, and revengeful. 

The Mindanaos are treacherous ; the Caragos, valiant ; the Dapitans, brave and con- 
fiderate : thefe lall gave great aflillancc to the Spaniards on efi'edking their conquefl 
of the ifland. 

XOLO, OR JOLO *, AND BASILAN. 

Xolo and Bafilan arc dependent on Mindanao, and feparatcly belong to the two 
Moorifli Kings who govern the lafl: deferibed ifland. 

Bafilan is but li-ilc dillant from Mindanao, and yields abundance of rice, fugar, and 
bananas. Its coalls abound in filh, and among them is the turtle. The ifland is watered 
by large rivers, and contains flags and wild boars. 

Xolo, thirty leagues from Mindanao, lies under the fixth degree of latitude north, 
and is a rendezvous for the Moors, who much refort to this ifland to traffic. Jt yields 
pearls, ambergreafe, and birds’ nefls, highly prized by thte Chinefe. Thefe jiells are 
conflrufled by a fpecies of fwallow, called in the country falangan. 

BOHOL. 

Bohol is fituate under the tenth degree of latitude north, and may Be ten leagues 
in length by a breadth of fix t J it produces palm-trees, and fome gold ; the inhabitants 
are Tagales. 

* LEYTE. 

V 

* X and J in the Spanifli language arc pronounced alike, the found is a guttural afpiratc unknown in 
Englifh pronunciation, but refenibling the pj of the Hebrews, the ch of the’Scotch, in loch, and the^/j of 
the Irifli. — Translator, 

f Round, if an angular projeAion at the eailern and wcllern extremity be excepted, this ifland is up. 
wards of fifty miles from call to weft, and forty from north to fouth. The remark is made fixun the 

VOL. XI. chart, 
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LF.YTE. 

This ifland extends from the tenth to the twelfth degree of latitude north, ft 
is divided from north-weft to fouth-eaft by lofty mountains, which occafion fo fen- 
lible a difference in the climate, that on one fide winter holds its fway, W'hile the 
other enjoys fine fuinmer weather. The air at Leyte is more relfefhingly cool than 
at Manila. 

The forefts produce ufeful timber, and flielter and fupport a number of flags, bufta- 
loes, and wild boars. The foil is remarkably fertile, and yields abundance of rice, 
pulfe, and ofhcr vec;ctables ; cotton and wax arc likewife found in the ifland. The 
inhabitants are a gentle race, chiefly employed in the manuf'afturc of cloths* and in 
the fifltery. 

TANAMAO. 

‘ Panamao lies north of Leyte, on which ifland it depends ; it is reputedly fixteen 
leagues in cii'cumferehce, is mountainous and well watered : among its productions 
are remarked quickfilver and fulphur. 

ZEBU. 

This ifland, oppofite to Leyte on the weft, is the firft: of which the Spaniards made 
themfelves mafters ; it is twenty leagues from north to fouth and about eighty * in cir- 
cumference : it exports an abundance of tobacco, cotton, wax, civet, and white hemp 
for cloths and cordage. 

The fmall ifland of Matta, which lies oppofite and at a fhort diftance from Zebu, 
with that forms a fafe fheltcr for fhipping. On the foulh-ctift is another iflet called 
Fuegos, the inhabitants of which are generous and brave. 

NEGROS. 

Weft of Zebu the ifland Negros is a hundred leagues in circumference ; it is rich, 
populous, and watered by numerous rivers which render it fertile. T’he governor 
refides in fort Iloilo, built on a cape fronting the ifland of linaras ; this laft ifland is only 
ten leagues in circumference, and is feparated from Panay by an arm of the fi'a, which 
ferves as a port. In Panay arc many Negrillos. The port of Saint Anne lies throe 
leagues diftant from Iloilo. 

CUYO. 

Weft,ward of Punay is the iflet Cuyo ; it is rich In all kinds of animals and fruit, and 
yields ab, undance of pulfe, vegetables, and rice. 

PARAGOA, 

This ifland, the moft weftem of all the Philippines, is a hundred leagues in length by 
from twelve t6 fourteen in breadth. Its centre lies under the tenth degree of latitude 


chart, and for the purpofe of noticing that, althoiigli in the inllancf' of Mindanao the French 

league of twenty to a degree is ufed, in the prefeut the Spanilh league of iixlcen to a degree mull be t):at 
referred to by our author. —Translator. 

* There is an error either hen? or in the cliart; the league is the Spanifti league, fixtccn to the degree, 
and the circumference fhould be Hated fifty, Zebu being reprefented a long aud narrow ifland. Eighty 
appear! to have been placed by the printer for fifty, — Translator. 
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north. The Sultan of Borneo pofleffes the fouthem part of Paragoa, the fouth^eaftern 
extremity of which is no^nore than twenty leagues diftant from Borneo. The face of 
this ifland is mountainous j it is covered with wood, and abounds jut animals. It yidds 
wax in great plenty, but of grain a very flender quantity. 

CALAMIANKS. 

The three Calamianes are fituate north-north-eaft of Paragoa, and together with 
nine contiguous iflets form one province of fimilar name. On thefe iilands birds’ nefts 
are found, and wax ; on the coafts pearls are filhed. The inhabitants arc remarkable 
for their gentle nature. 

MINDORO. 

r 

This Ifland, fituate in thirteen degrees and fome minutes of northern latitude *, and 
on the fouth of Manila, is about leventy leagues in circuit f. Covered with towering 
mountains it yields little grain, but cocoa-nuts, and fruit in great plenty. The inha- , 
bitants who dwell on the coaflg are mild and fociable j thofe of the interior a favage 
race. 

marindkque. 

North-call of Mindoro, in thirteen degrees thirty minutes north, lies the ifland Ma- 
rindeque. It confifls of elevated land, produftive of rice in finall quantity, but abound- 
ing in fruit, efpecially cocoas : wax and pitch are likewife among its produdions. 

MASBATE. 

The ifland of Mafliate, north of Zebu, and under the twelfth degree of latitude 
north, is thirty leagues in circumference by eight in breadth. Its pons are fafe and 
commodious, with excellent anchorage in deep water. Its produce wax, fait, civet, 
ambergreafe, and gold. 

TICAO. 

North of Mafbatc, and eight leagues from the emboradero^ or entrance of the ftrait 
of San Bernardino, lies the ifland Ticao. It has a good port to which veflels refort for 
refrelliments. Moft of the inhabitants live in a wild ftate. 

CAPOUL, 

This ifland is fituate in twelve degrees thirty minutes north, near the mouth of the 
ftrait. It is only thi;cc leagues in circuit, but is ncverthelcis of importance, owing, 
to its great fertility. 

SAMAR, OR IBABAO. 

• Samar extends fro'\n eleven degrees thirty minutes to tiiirtoen degrees of northern 
latitude. With Caj^e Baliquaton and the Point of Manila it forms the mouth of the 
ftrait of Safl Bernardino, through which the galeon paffes, as well on leaving the Phi- 
lippines, as on its return from Acapulco. 

* Where but one point of latitude and lonj^itude of an ifland is marked, the center is ifteafit to be expref- 
fed. — I’kanslator. ’ ' ^ ^ 

f 'Fhe iorrn of Mindoro is that of a triangle, the bafe running north-weft by north and fouth-caft by 
call, about one hundred and twenty Eiiglirti ttatiite miles in length, the nortbern fide one hundred milea 
long, tliat on the oaft leventy. The northern and fouth-weilcni lidcs have each fome bays, the northern a 
remarkable promontory about the middle ^ the eaftern fide fonnf^ a very regular line.— Translator. 
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South-weft of this ifland between Samar and Leyte is the ftrait of Juanillo, anodicr 
paitage of the Philippihe Iflands. 

liamar is an ifland Qovered with mountains, but polfeifing vaUiesof great exuberance. 
Here it is the bean of St. Ignacius is grown ; a fruit in high eftimation with the In- 
dians for its medical virtues, but the ufe of which the phyficians of Europe confider 

dangerous. . , r /i i 

In this ifland it Is always cooler than at Manila, the air being continually refreflicd 

by breezes from the ocean. 

LITBAN AND AMBIL. 

Tliefe are^but iflets. Luban is only five leagues in circumference, and^ Ambil ftill 
fmaller : on the latter is a very lofty volcano. They yield wax, and a kind of black 
hemp. 

BABUYANES AND BATANES. 

Thefe iflets are fituate about the nineteenth degree of latitude north. The neared is 
Vubjecl to the Spaniards, and produces wax, ebony, cocoas, and bananas. 

MANILA. 

This ifland, the mod confidcrable of the Philippines, dretches from latitude twelve 
degrees thirty minutes to eighteen degrees forty minutes iiorih : it is upwards of one 
hundred and twenty leagues f long, by a various and very unequal breiulth, being very 
narrow in certain parts, and in others from thirty to l(u*ty leagues broad. 

It is divided into feveral provincs, that is to fay, Balayan, d’ayabas, Cainarincs, Pare- 
caU), Cagayan, IIloccos, Pangafiiiain, Pambangan, Bulacun, liahi, and Manila ; to thefe 
the ifland of Camadnanes being added, makes the whole number twelve. 

Balayan lies on the WTilern fide at about the fourteen fh degree north : it poflc'flfcs 
two confidcrable bays Banibon and Batangas. The illands ol La Cala, and the 
Corregidor arc dependent on this province. 

Tayabas is fituate caflvvard of Balayan ; on the fouth-cafl: and north-cafl, it Is waflicd 
bv the fea. This province is of great extent and very pc.pulous. 

Camarines, fouth-caft of 'i'nyabas cxtoiuls as far as to the (Iraii of Samar. On its 
weftern fliorcsis the port of Sorfocon ol great cxumt ;'ml v i 1! adapted for building of 
Ihips. On its eaftern fide is the bay of Albay, near wliich is a l<diy volcano. 

Cantaduancs is an ifland j, call of the province o! C.auiarines in fourteen degrees 
north ; it is thirty leagues in circuit, and forms ol iifelf om* province. It yields much 
rice, palm, oil, cocoa nuts, honey and wax ; the inhabluiut;; colle<.T; foine gold from 
the rivers, and carry on a confideralile iraflic with Manila lu boats : to remedy the 
inconvenience which the tmnfport of thefe one by one would occafion, they build them 
of different fizes, and place the one fucceilively within the other. The pliuiks of 
which thefe boats are made arc not joined together with nails, but*are fowled or joined 
together with canc and rattans. The inhabitants of the ifland are* w arlike, and paint 
their faces. ‘ 

Parccala !1 ha. , fines of gold, and produces loadflone. The cacao tree and the 
palm yielding v.mj grow in this province: it has tw^) bays, the one called Lampon, 
the otheifc Maubaa. 

X. 

♦ Thefe iflets, at the entrance of the llraits of St. Bernardino, lie, /Vmbil north-cafl, and Luban fouth- 
Ibuth-weft of Cape Baliquatftn, each a few niilea diflant. — Translator. 

f French Iciqcues, twenty to the degree. 

’I Nearly of otilung form, thirty-tWe Englifli ftatutc niilcg from Dorth to fouth, traiifverfcly about 
t wen ty • fiy e b road . — Translator. 

}| North of Tayabas^ on the coall. 


Cagayan 
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Cagayan extends along the eaftem coaft * from the fifteenth degree to Cape Engano f 
in latitude eighteen degrees thirty minutes. This province though filled vt'ith moun- 
tains is neverthclefs very fertile in rice ; it alfo produces abundance of wax, a wood 
fit for dyeing called fiboucao, and ebony, but this of a qualitity Inferior to that of the 
ifle of France. The inhabitants of the province are partly a wild race. 

Illoccos lies on the weftern coaft of Manila |. 'I'his province is forty leagues in 
length from north to fouth, by a breadth of eight from caft to weft ; it is watered by tlie 
river Bigan, and in the laft is bounded by mountains peopled b^ favages, whofe only 
traffick confifts in bartering their gold for rice, tobacco, and other ncccflary articles : 
the province is rich, populous, and produces abundance of cotton. 

Pangafinan is fouth of Illoccos. Its mountains are covered with favages who carry 
on a traffic firailar to that of their neighbours. In this province alfo is found the 
fiboucao tree. 


Pampangan, fouthward of the preceding, is extenfive and fertile ; it fupplies 
Manila with an abundance of cattle and provifions, and likewife a great quantity of 
timber. The inhabitants are partly fubjoft to the Spaniards, and partly independent 


Bulacan, fouth of Pampangan, is a province of no great extent ; ftill does it yield 
abundance of rice,*and from its palm-trees a large quantity of wine. 

Bahi is an inconfiderable province, and remarkable only on account of a lake of 
the fame name ; this lake is about thirty leagues in circumference, and gives origin to 
the river Bahia, or Aro, which falls into the bay near the city of Manila. The Indians 
who dwelt on the banks of lake Bahi feed on inimenfc bats, the extended wings of 
which rneafure from three to three and a half feet. The areca tree and that which 
bears the betel nut arc found in this province. 


CITY OF MANILA. 

Manila, fituatc in latitude fourteen degrees thirty-fix minutes eight feconds, north 
longitude caft of Paris, one hundred and eighteen degrees thirty-one minutes fifteen 
feconds, is a city built on the banks of the river Bahia. Its figure is irregular, wide in 
the middle, but narrow at the two extremities. It is reputedly a league in circuit. 

Gomez Perez cle las Marinas, fent to govern the Philippines in 1 590, was the firft who 
erefted fortification i about Manila. They are now in a good ftatej the walls are 
mounted with artillery, and the ditch and counter ditch are full of water: it has 
alfo fome advanced works [[. 

At 


• Nortli of Parecala. f llie north-weftern promontory. At the northern extremity. 

^ 11 Thiscity wasf()un<led.Tnnc24,i57i,byMigiielLopezde Legafpi, a man famous throughout America 

for his bravery and coudud. He was appointed general of lire expedition to the Philippines by the viceroy 
of New Spam itnder fpecial authority from Philip 11. and failed to make the conqneft of them from the 
Port de la Natrvidad, now called Acapulco, on the 2 til of September 1564. Philin empowered the 
viceroy to nommate the general and fit out the expedition, but under his own feal gave diretlion to an 
Auguftin monk ca led Fray Andres dc Urbai.eta, to take charge of what regarded the navirration 
ot the annantent. 1 his man, one rrf the firft mathematicians and bell failors of his time, after ferviiu-- in 
the army 111 lyaly, had embarked for America, and held the rank of captain under LoaJfa aiiA«a!n^ni 
111 their nrantirne expeditions, during which he acipiired much pradica; knowledge refpedin-^ Philin 

E Auguftin?" “f 

The expedition committed to the care of Urbancta confifted of four hund’vd picked men, a number of 
monks, and an Indian mtcn,rcler, chriftencl m lidore by the name of George, at llie time tiiat ill - d 
received the equipment of Villalobos. Complete fueeefs attended its efforts, which were feconded much 

by 
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At one of the extremities of the city, and in front of the bay, the Spaniards have 
erefted Fort St. James.' This fort defends the entrance of fhe*river, and protefts two 
jetties which advance* into the fea at a diftance from each other of nearly four hundred 
fathoms : they are caled with ftone and kept in good condition j but, to render them 
of greater utility, they require to be prolonged, efpecially that on the fouthem fide ; 
indeed it might be well to continue them to the bar, as in that cafe it would be an 
eafy matter to deepen the channel, and render it fafe of paflage for fhips as well as 
the country coafters,, which at prefent run a riik of grounding, and are fearful of 
attempting to pafs it when the wind is anywife high. The fea is generally rough on 
the bar, on which even at height of tide there is fcarcely twelve feet water. 

Manila has'fix gates, thofe of Los Almacencs, Santo Doniiiigo, Parian, Sta. Lucia, 
La Puerte Reale, and a poftern. 

The city is handfome, and airy ; the ftreets moftly ftraight ; the governor has caufed 
them to be paved with granite from China, and to be lighted with lamps, fo that 
paflengers may walk them in fafety by night as well as by day. 

The houfes confift of but one ftory above the groifnd-lloor. 'fhe lower part is 
built of ftone and vaulted ; the walls of great thicknefs. I'ht^ upper part is of wood 
covered with plaifter. The roof is fupported by thick pofts, placed upright, and 
refting on the inferior walls, in which they are inferted. Thefe pofts are conneded 
by the beams which fuftain the roof, and the whole is ftrongly joined together with 
pegs, fo that when earthquakes happen they play without disjoining : but as the 
apartments are not cieled, the fight of the Ikeloton of the buildiiig has a very difagrec- 
able effeft. 

The rooms are fpacious and but (lightly furnifhed ; they do not receive the light 
direftly from without, but communicate by doors with galleries of wood which I'ur- 
round the houfc, and have large windows formed of tranfpareni (hells, the fadios 
of which Aide one over the other. I’his conlrivtii'ce is excellent for introducing a 
coolnefs into the apartments, but externally ofl'ends the eye. 

The public edifices and churches are folidly conftructed ; the Ixilfrys i/i particular 
are very mallive. The cathedral is of great fizc ; attached to it is an archbifliop 
and twelve canons. Manila was ereded into a biihop’s fee in 1581, and was afterwards 
in 1595 raifed to the dignity of an archbifhopric. 'I’he} fuflragans of the metropolitan 
are the three bifhops of Zebu, Nueva Cazeris and Nueva Segovia. 

The govemment-houfe is large, but prefents nothing extraordinary. The fquare 
in front is fpacious and regular ; the governor has planted It with trees and furnilhcd 
it with lamps. The embellifhment has certainly a fine eded, though a more 
fit appropriation of the fquare would certainly have been to have made it a parade 
for troops. 


by tlic conciliating^ mrariir''s of the general, and the ptn-fnafions of the miffionaries; and after finding the 
fil'd town in the iflnnd of Zebu, which frx)m his own name he callf*d San Miguel Lt'gafpi, in June 1565 
fent back the comn.oilore's fhip with Father Urhaneta, as previoully concerted witli the viceroy* 
Urbaneta happily arrived at Acapulco, after a voyage of four months, and on his arrival produced a very 
circnmlfaiu'ol account of his courfe, together with a much elleeined and very exa£t journal, which 
afterwards formed an excellent guide for the navigation between Acapulco and Manila. 

It was not until after he had fubdued and pacified the chief iilaud, tliat of J..uzon, that Leg4*)fpi 
founded Manila, made mimvroiis wife regulations for the diviiion of property, and adminiflratiou of 
juftice, and declared the city to be the metropolis of New Caitilc, the name lie gave to this region. 
EJlahlicimhntos Vhramartnos de las Nacioncs Eiiropcanas^ per Edvardo Malo de Laqiie. Tomo 197. 

ft fea. Madrid, J790. — Translatoh. 


At 
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At Manila convents occupy at leaft one third of the city. Tlje Jefuits had formerly 
two churches here, thofe of St. Ignacius and Saint Jofeph j thefe are ftill highly 
decorated. The Dominicans have two colleges, and the Auguftkis a convent. There 
is alfo a convent of St. Clare for forty nuns, and a houfe termed the monaftery of 
Mercy, deftined for female orphans of Spaniards as well as of Creoles. Thefe 
orphans ultimately receive a bounty if they become nuns, and a portion if they 
marry. 

On leaving the city a bridge prefents iifclf, built in part of ftone in part of wood; 
it is wide enough to admit of two carriages abreaft, and ferves to join the city and 
the different fuburbs ; there are twelve in number, to wit : Parian, Minondo, Sta 
Cruz, Jiao San Michael, San Sebaftian, Bagambaya, San Jago Ntra, Sradel Ereraito, 
Tondo, Malati, and Chiapo.^ 

Parian, which fronts the city, is reckoned the mofl confiderable ; it has fcveral flreets, 
and is inhabited by Chinefc, called Sangleyes, who all of them arc artizans, fmiths, or* 
merchants ; the number at prqfent is three thoufimd. It was vaftly more confiderable 
in 1603, but at that epoch twenty thoufand pcriflicd*'. A very flrift watch is kept 
over t'hefc Chinefe : an alcalde and a number of Spanifh officers have the fuperin- 
tcndence of the police, and exact from them, as is faid, confiderable fums of money, 
chiefly at the new year. I he fimple licenfe of playing at metooa (odd or even) being 
purchafed by them at the rate of ten thoufand dollars. 

Minondo and Sta.Cruz are inhabiurd by Spaniards andindians. The Spaniards, whofe 
houfes are conftruded in the fame ftyle as thofe of Manila, prefer a refidence in thefe 
two fuburbs, on account of enjoying greater freedom, as the gates of the city are clofed 
at an early hour : as for the Indians, their dwellings are railed on ports, the walls are 
of plaifter or matting, and the roof is covered with the leaves of the palm. This 
mode of building is ungrateful to the eye, but it fecures the inhabitants of fuch dwell- 
ings from injury, by floods or earthquakes. 

San Sebartian likewife has fome good houfes. In this fuburb is a long caufeway 
raifed by the government, as a promenade for the inhabitants ; hither elpecially the 
ladies of Manila refort much in their carriages. The Chinefe are faid to have defrayed 
the cxprncc of making this mall with money extorted from them for exemption from 
fome obftrudions jiurnolely ordained by the Spaniards : the mall is picafant, is fhaded 
by a number of areka trc'cs, and commands a fine profpccrt over the country. 

Tondo is the mort northern of the different fuburbs ; formerly it was a fraall town : 
its church was the fisft conflructed by the Spaniards in this country. 

A number of canals divide thefe dilfereiit fuburbs, and greatly facilitate the tranfport 
of merchandize. 

The country about^ Manila is remarkably fine ; the foil anpears to be very rich ; it 
i?! flat at firft, but afterwards rifes gradually. The villages are commonly furrounded 
by trees, and the beauty of the profped would be greatly heightened were, the houfes 
lefs wretched. In every village is a ftone church, as w'cll as a p.'irfonagkhoufe, for 
the reftor, who is conrtantly one ol’ the monks, 'rhefe laft, who all of them* are 
Europeans, are very much refpeded by the Indians ; while the fccular clorgy, wliajjwf^ 
commonly are Creoles, are held in contempt : hence the government fhews 
ference to the rcdlors ; for, generally fpeaking, the Indian always confults them on en. 
tenng upon any enterprize, and even as to paying his taxes. The monks who 

* Pivvious to the infurreaion and fubfequent flaughter of the Chinefe in 1603, by Acuna, tlie fuburb 
of Parian contained 30,000 banglcycs.— Ed, Malo de Luque Hift, PoUt. dc los Eftab. Ultr. &c. Tom. 

VI. p. 203, Madrid. 1790. x 
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officiate in the different parifli churches are the Auguftins,, Francifcans, and bare- 
footed Carmelites. 

On afcending the rhrer from the town, a number of country houfes are feen on its 
banks, with each a bath on the margin of the river inclofed with matting. To thefe 
during the prevalence of hot weather the wealthy inhabitants of Manila much refort : 
both men and women bathe together, but for the fake of decency the men wear drawers, 
and the women a wide fhift. 

Two miles above the town is the royal hofpital. On advancing higher fome 
old houfes are feen almoft level with the ground ; for the Englilh after taking Manila, 
not being able to quit the city without expofmg themfelves to be lliot by the Indians, 
entrenched in thefe dwellings, to remedy the inconvenience reduced them to the ftate 
in which they have continued to the prefent time. 

The garden of the Philippine Company is likewife out of the town ; it is much 
•neglefted, and no longer exhibits any of the rare trees or plantations of mulberries it 
once poffeffed. In the midft^a monument, refembling g fountain more than a maufo- 
leum, is erected in memory of Mr. Pineda, w^ho died in the expedition of M. de Ma- 
lefpina : it is furrounded by four enormous termini, works furely of no utility in a 
garden. 

At fome diftance from Malati, a village fituatc near the bay, and*a league diftant from 
Manila, the Spaniards have conftrufted a polverijla, or powder magazine. This little 
fort is in a very unfit pofition ; for, being too far from the town to be fuccoured, 
it could readily be taken by an enemy who fliould effeft a defeent, to whom it would be 
of confiderable fervice. 

Mr. D’ Aguilar, a governor of the Philippines when 1 was there, being apprehenfive 
of an attack on the part of the Englilh, caufed a canal to be cut from near the polverifta 
communicating wfith the river, fo as to allow gun-boats to enter the bay, and leave it 
without danger, or to feek fhelter under the jetties which protefl; the entrance. In 
conftvufting the canal * the wild palm w'as ufed (palma brava) : the wood of this tree 
is hollow, hard, tough, and very durable in w'ater ; it is likewife ufed for making the 
gutters which furround the houfes, and condud the rain water into the cifterns, w'ith 
which almoll every houfc in Manila is provided. 

I’ORT OF CAVITE. 

This port lies three leagues fouth of Manila. Veffels take refuge in It during the 
foutli weft monfoon ; and return to anchor in front of the city, in the feafon when 
winds' from the north and north-caft are prevalent. 

The town of Cavite is Imall, and ftands on a tongue of land j it has but one fuburb, 
called San Roch. The fort is built at the extremity of the town j it is weak, and 
could not hold out againft a veffel of war. In doubling the point, attention fliould bii 
paid not to ^eep too near, as there is a Ihoal in its vicinage. The Spaniards have an 
arfenal at Cavite, and here it is that large merchant fliips are built. 

BAY OF MANILA, 

The 'Bay of Manila, being every way eight leagues over, the depth of it is likewife 
great. The margin is partly covered with wood, and partly with villages. The ifland 
the Corregidor is’ at the entrance of the bay ; hence it is that flgnals are made on 

• Probably forfupporting the banks. 
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veflels coming in fight. The Spaniards have erefted no battery on the ifland, left 
the Englifli fhould make’themfelves mafters of it to their prejudice. 

The bay is entered by thie paffages on either fide of the iiland; bui that on the fouth be- 
tween Pulo Cavallo and the main is the broadeft, and has a fmoother fea even during the 
prevalence of the north-eaft winds, than the north paflage, which from PQjiqt Mirabel to 
the ifland of the Corregidor, is fcarcely a league acrofs. The/ea being deep in this 
part, velfds frequently prefer it ; but the winds here blow violently, and when the fum- 
mits of the mountains are feen capped with clouds it is efpecially to be avoided. The 
rocks called puercos (hogs) which are off Point Tagale, and which advance fome dif- 
tance into the fea, are likewife to be ftiunned. , 

La Monja may be neared pretty clofe, as may El Fraile, but Pulo Cavallo on the 
north has fome reefs. In order effc£lually to proteft the bay, it is eflential the Spa- 
niards fhould ered batteries and redoubts on all the advanced points, as well of the 
main as of the contiguous iflets, and in addition, have a flotilla of gun-boats conftantly 
equipped near the ifland of the Corregidor. In the prefent flatc of the bay, nothing 
prevents a fquadron from entering it and cafting anchor in front of Manila, almoft as' 
foon as its arrival could be known. 

A garda-cofta, it is true, is placed before Manila, but Is there of no utility what- 
ever ; for when we entered the bay this veflel was unable to come up with us, though 
we had only our topfails up j nay, we were even obliged to take in every fail before (he 
could overtake us. 

There is plenty of water in every part of the bay, except on the bank of San Nicholas, 
the extent of which is not fo great as laid down by Mr. D’ Apres ; it may be pafled 
either in the north or the fouth ; but the latter during the fouth-weft monfoon is pre- 
ferable ; the fwcll on this fide is lefs confiderable, the wand lefs violent, and the Ihore 
may be neared without apprehenfion, as there is deep water. W c made a number 
of lacks iti the bay of Manila, and afeended as high as to its northern extremity j the 
only caution requifite is, not to approach the fliore nearer than three quarters of a 
league. Veflels anchor without the port of Manila at three quarters of a league diftance, 
and beyond the bar : this alfo is the anchorage for fuch vefTcls as having entered the 
river cannot pafs over the bar wdth their whole cargo on board. 

Inhabitants of Manila. 

'I'he population of the city of Manila is reckoned to amount to three thoufand, of 
whom fuch as arc pf any note never leave the houfe but in a carriage. The go- 
vernor is drawn by fix horics and is preceded by feveral men on horfeback. JtVhen 
he paffes it is cuftomary for others to halt. The procuratoi‘-fifcal, the auditoEs, the 
King’s lieutenant, and the bifliop, have four horfes to their carriage : individuals are al- 
.lowed but two. Poflfllions Hand in lieu of coachmen. The carriages generally come from 
Bengal, but fome afe built at Manila on the model of Englifli ones. I'he maintenance 
of an equipage is far from coftly ; a pair of horfes may be hired for twefity or thirty 
dollars per month, and their keep, with the vages of the coachman, amounts but to fix 
or eight dollars more. 

^ The lad^' of the governor, and fome other ladies of diftinflion, alone drefo^’thr 
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<irc jiioit j they wear flays with bulks, and the heels of their flioes are very hii^ht 
the neck, almoft univerfally, a chain of gold is worn, to which a medallion h 
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fufpended, containing relics. The men drefs better, but have fomething aflFeaed in 
their manner. 

The wife has the whole management of domeftic affairs, the only buAnefs of the 
hulband being to furnifh money, which he fetches from the bodiga or magazine ; when 
one bag of a„thoufand dollars is emptied, the wife applies for another. 

The diverfions of Manila are few ; the different circles meet in the evening. So- 
ciety is on a dull and difliant footing ; the young ladies fing and play on the piano : 
the women are genemlly feated on one fide, and the men on the other. 

The women have a Ihrill voice, and fing from the throat ; they all fmoke ; the 
cigars for t^e women are about five or fix inches long, and thick as a good fized 
finger. 

At Manila, I was prefent at fevcral balls, among others at that given by Mr. Avala, 
commandant of the marine fcrvice. The governor, his wife, and all the people of 
^diftin£lion in the city were invited. The archbifliop and the grand vicar wore there, 
but kept themfelves in an apartment adjoining that in which the ball was held. Coun- 
try dances, minuets, and even the fandango, but in a very modeft manner, were 
danced. Voleros alfo, after the manner of the Spaniards, were fung, airs which to 
me feemed very pleafmg. 

The women in private houfes likewife dance minuets, but in a nianner fomewhat fin? 
gular, blending with them occafionally fome fteps of the fandango : in general they ap- 
pear but litttle accuftomed to this dance, for the minuets would laff through the night, 
were the dancers not admonifhed of the time to conclude; I lhall not deferibe the 
dances of the Creoles, and fome Spaniards in private : they are lafeivious in extreme. 

Being invited to a ball in a Spanilh houfe, I faw that attention had been paid to cover 
a Chrift at the bottom of the hall in which the dancing was. The redtor of the parilh 

i >refented hirafelf to fee the dancing, but ftood without the door. On all thefe occa- 
ions a great quantity of fweetmeats, paftry, and cooling beverages are confumed. 

The complexion of the Spaniards born at Manila is llightly tawny, but thofc born 
in Europe preferve their natural colour. Both the one and other arc of excellent 
difpoficion, civil and obliging ; and, during my refideiice at Manila I had every reafon 
to be fatisfied with the treatment I experienced : of the governor Mr. Aquilar I mull 
fay the fame, as well as of the other gentlemen in office, whofe kindnefs on feveral 
occafions I have to acknowledge. 

The Indians are ugly, and refemble the Malays ; their ftature is of the middle fize, 
and their complexion tawny ; of the women no better can be faidj The drefs of the 
men i» a fhirt, pantaloons, a hat and flipjiers ; the beaux among them in addition 
wear a black jacket, with a handkerchief in each pocket, a third round the neck, and 
a fourth in the hand. Thefe handkerchiefs come from Madras, and as they are after- 
wards embroidered at Manila they arc very coftly. The Indians imokc cigars four or. 
five inches long, and thick as the little finger. 

The female Indians wear a half fliift and petticoat, and wrap round them moreover 
a long and nanow piece of ftuff called tupifs made of the fibres of the banana tree. 

fhocs are very fmall, and frequently the little toe is left out of the fhoe. Their 
hair is^rned up, and knotted at the back of the head : at times thefe women go 
wholly enveloped in a large black cloak reaching to the ground, from the neck of 
which two fmall and narrow bands hang down over each moulder. 

The Ihirouts or cigars of the Indian ladies and Creoles are a foot ja lengthj by an 
inch and a half in diameter, and are calculated to laft for a foiraSght ; fo large 
arc they in ihort that, in order to put them in the mouth, they require nattening.. 

The 
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The Indians, in common with ail Malays, are paflionately fond of cock-fighting, but 
they are not permitted fo indulge at pleafure this inclination. An Indian rarely walks 
out without a cock, and as foon as he meets another Indian with one under his arm, 
the two birds are fet down and immediately engage ; but battles with fteel fpurs are 
only permitted in a place formed for the purpole, which is farmed from. the King at 
a rent of twenty or twenty-live thoufand dollars : here the Indians aflemble, and 
frequently bet on their favourite cocks the whole of what they are worth. The fate 
of the gaineftcrs is foon decided, for the cocks being armed with* lharp fpurs, one or 
the other is killed almoft in an inflant. 

'J’he Indians at Manila follow all kinds of trades and fill every employ ; they are 
merchants, artizans, labourers, coachmen, lacqueys, and porters j and are Ikilful in 
managing boats. 

The Chinefe alfo follow different occupations, but prefer fuch as require more 
ingenuity ; for example, they are the goldfmiths, fniiths, gardeners, &c. They are. 
permitted to marry ; their wives work as well as themfelves, but lay afide their gains ; 
and Ihould the hulband, after making a fortune, choofe to leave the country to return 
home, he leaves a part of his property with his wife, who retains and brings up the 
children. 

The Chinefe who* inhabit Manila profefs Chriftianity, but this only for form’s fake ; 
for when they leave the Phillippincs they throw their images and chaplets into the 
fea, and ccafe to be Cbriftians as foon as they lofe fight of Mirabel point. 

Meat and provifions in general are cheap and abundant at Manila ; the filh caught 
In the bay is good, but that taken on the bar and near the dykes is heavy of digeffion, 
owing to its feeding on the filth walhed down by the river. Generally, in the city 
and fuburbs cillern water is drunk ; each houfe has its relervoir, which is repleniihed 
with rain-water by means of gutters and pipes ; thofe felicitous of fpring water are 
obliged to fetch it from Sta. Anna. The city lacks mills ; but the governor who ruled 
in 1797, and whofe whole attention was devoted to the means of improving the colony, 
had fent for a Genevefe mechanic from Canton, purpofely to attempt the ftrufture of 
fonie upon the river. 


Boats. 

On the river and along the Ihores of the hay a number of boats are feen, very 
fharply built, and furnilhed with yards, which ferve as balances, on the windward 
end of which, when it blows hard, the failors place themfelves to counterpoife the effed 
of the wind on the fail ; this contrivance however does not always infure fafdty, for 
at times the bamboo which forms the balance beam-breaks,’ in which cafe the boat 
^ founders, and the qfcw arc loft. 1 he river is croffed ir: fmall boats called pangues, 
made of the hollow.ed trunk of a tree ; thefe generally will contain but two or three 
perfons, though feme larger built are capable of accommodating froQi twelve to 
fifteen : they are propelled with oars, and fail lightly through the water. 

Temperature. 

Manila enjoys a healthy air ; ftill to me it appeared rather heavy, a quality to be 
attrjbuted to the quantity of moifture it contains, owing to the heated vapours which rife 
irom the large furface of water formed by the inundation of the low grounds in the 
feafon, and to the ungrateful exhalations from the muddy ftrand in front 
of Totido^ which IS conftantly bare at low water* In the country, where the ground 

M2 is 



84 M. CE GUIONES* OBSERVATIONS 0»‘ 

is more elevated and dry, tTie atmofphere is much more pure. The tempefts and 
rain during the monfdons from the weft, the fouth-weft, and the fouth, are violent and 
heavy : thefe winds reign throughout the months of June, July, and Auguft ; the 
meadows are then flooded, and intercourfe is maintained only by means of boats. In 
Oftober the„wind begins to blow from the north and north-eaft ; in December it veers 
to the eaft and fouth-eaft, and in thefe quarters remains until May ; this is the fine 
feafon or fummer of the year. The mixture of heat and moifture experienced at 
Manila difagrees with foreigners, but the Indians, habituated to the climate, live to a 
great age ; moreover their dwellings being railed much above the waters, they are in 
meafure flickered from the efl’etf of their vapour, and as the air circulates without 
obftrutlion it ferves to refrcfli them, and make the natural warmth of the climate 
more tolerable. 

Earthquakes. 

'' The Philippines arc fubje£t to earthquakes : that which took place in i C45 over- 
threw a part of Manila. I experienced the fliocks of one myfelf iluring my llay, fo 
violent that many Spaniards who had been at I.ima, allured me they had known of few 
more fo. It began at two o’clock in the afternoon ; at firft I thought foine one was 
drawing my chair ; all the houfes cracked, many walls were thrown down, many key- 
ftones of vaults were difplaced, and the water was thrown out of the gutters and wells. 
In the houfe I inhabited three inches of water were ejeded from a large eiftern which 
happened to be full ; the lamps ol'dllatcd, and a carriage under the gateway moved as in 
paflfing overaftreet half unpaved : on my going down into the court the earth trembled 
under my feet, the houfe leaned now in one and now in an oppoi-ite direction, and at 
every inftant I reckoned upon its falling ; when the Ihocks ceafed 1 was perfectly ftupi- 
fied, and experienced pains in my knees. On returning into the houfe, I found that 
the chief pillar which fuppoi-ted the roof was fplit in twain, 'i'he vcll’els at anchor in 
the port felt nothing of the Ihock, but an Englilh fliip at fca, eleven leagues from Manila, 
was affected by it ; every pare oi it cracked, the main-mall was driven upwards out of the 
ftep or focket, and required to be fujiportcd with broken malts, 'i’he concufllons of this 
earthquake lafted throe minutes and fourteen feconds, and were renewed at intervals 
for feveral fucceeding days, fometimes with violence. On the lirlt day, there reigned 
a calm, the Iky was grey and cloudy, the atmofphere heated and heavy ; occalionally 
gufts of wind were experienced, and at intervals gentle Ihowers of rain : fuch are the 
prognoftics by which earthquakes are anticipated here. 

On thefe occafioiis, of clfe general confternation, the Indians arh free from alarm ; 
their ftoufes ply in evLi-y direction with the fliock, and vibrate with the ofcillations of 
the earthquake ; their only dread are hurricanes, which to them arc of deftrudtive 
confequence, and fometimes fweep away the houfes with thofc th^y wont to Ihelter : 
meantime in tmn the Spaniards reft in peace, confident in their dwellings, wdiofe foli- 
dity braves the ftorin. Thus it is with man : he even fees with indifference the 
adverfity of another, and feels but for his own fecurity. Aftuated by this fentiment, 
and in order to imj l u' of Heaven exemption from future accidents, the clergy and 
a!i“tkc4nhabitaf...; .d Manila alLinblc in proceflions, and parade with great fuinptu- 
ofity the image of a I'aint, whole mediation is commonly invoked on fiinilar occurrences. 

Government of Manila. 

The governor is the abfolutc maker and prefident of the council, which is compofed: 
cf four audi ors, and a proeuralor-fifcal. 
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The King’s lieutenant and the ofHcers of the crown are held in high eftiraation. 

The governor difpofds of all offices, and nominates the alcaldes and the captain of 
the galeon. His fituation, which is held for eight years, is reckoned to be worth 
annually from thirteen to fourteen thoufand dollars When the governor is fuper- 
feded it, is cuftomary for him to undergo an examination, which lafts three months : 
within this fpacc all who havefubjed of complaint againft him prefer their charges j this 
meafure, the inftitution of which was equitable, is not exactly enforced : in fome cafes 
it might prove fatal to the cx-governor ; its eflcctualion is therefore commonly pre- 
vented by a prefent to the new governor : inftances are faid to have occurred where 

the bribe on fuch an occafion has amounted to a hundred thoufand piaftres. 

•* 

* Commerce of the Spaniards. 

The Spaniffi commerce of Manila, which might be very confitlerable, is limited to 
that carried on with Acapulco by the galeon, and with China by coafters ; of the latter, 
the number has much diininiflied fmee the Philippine Company has been accuftomed 
to difpatch its own velfels to Canton, and retain fadors at that city. 

The Acapulco trade is not open to every one ; the right of freightage of the galeon 
is divided into fifteen hundred portions, of which a large number is referved for the 
convents, and the reft is allotted to individuals, either as rewards or bounties. 

I’hefe portions are fold by the pofleft'ors to fuch merchants as are inclined to fliip. 
The value of the cargo is fixed at fix hundred thoufand dollars, but commonly it is 
twice as much. It confifts of muffins, India cloths, raw filk, fluffs, and ftockings of 
China filk, of the laft article about fifty thoufand pair ; the remainder of the cargo is 
compofed of gold and lilver plate, wrought cither at C’anton or at Manila by the Chi- 
nefe ; jewellery, fpices, gold dull, and different mercery. Great pains are taken in 
flowing the cargo, and not a foot of vacant fpace is left. Iffie value of the galeon 
taken by Anion was a million three hundred and thirteen thoufand dollars, exclufive 
of thirty-five thoufand fix hundred and eighty-two ounces of pure filver, of cochineal, 
and of other valuable articles. 

The cargo of the galeon at Acapulco yields a profit of cent, per cent., paid for partly 
in filver, and partly in cochineal, mercury, jewels, cloth, and Spanifh wine. The total 
value of the return cargo may amount to from two to three millions of dollars, of which 
from two hundred and fifty to three hundred thoufand on the account of the King. 

Commonly but one galeon is difpatched in the year, but fometimes there are two : 
this veffel, after rcteiving the bleffing of the Virgin from the ramparts, leaves Manila 
in the middle of July, paffes the ftrait of San Bernardino, but oftentimes not till a 
month or fix weeks after its departure, and directs its courfe afterwards to the north 
^ as high as thirty degrees to fall in with weftcrly winds : it then fleers eaftward to the 
coaft of California,, and arrives at yXcapulco in December or January commonly, but 
at lateft iiL February. The fale of the cargo is quickly completed, and the galeon 
hoifts fail in return about the middle of March : it defeends to the latitud'e of fourteen 
or thirteen degrees, and thence bears to tiie eaft till in fight of Guam f, one of the 

* Under the following head of “ Commerce of Manila,” De Guignes fays, which is perhaps nearer 
truth, twenty thoufand dollars* 

*!• Four hundred les^ues euft of the Philippines lie the Miiriiitia iflands, which form a chiiln extendiner 
i^m thjrteeii to twenty-two degrees of latiiutie north, through a fpcicdof one hundred and fifty leagucsT 
The cnief of thefe, called OuujHin, or Oudni, (prvjiiounccd Hhooiin, ^ is iitUcitc in latitude thirteen decrees 
t\^ntjr-one minutes eighteen fcconds, one hundrccl and fifty degrees fifty-fix minntes thirty lecoiids 
eftft of the obfervatory of CudiZ) according to obrervationsjof Seiguor Malafpinai made in the b ly of 
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Marian iflands, where it waits for intelUgence from Manila, renews its water, and takes 
in provifions : it then continues its way, making for Cape Efphitu Santo, in the illand 
of Samar, enters the flrait of San Bernardino, and arrives at Manila in June. On its 
arrival there is conftantly another veffel ready prepared to depart. 

The galcons arc the property of the King : they mcalure from twelve to fifteen 
hundred tons, and mount from fifty to fixty guns. The King appoints the officers, and 
pays the crew. The captain has the title of general, and bears the ftandard of Spain 
at tfie main maft j his place produces him aimually twenty thoufand dollars ; on this 
account it is given by the governor only to thofe he favours. Each failor receives 
three hundred and fifty pieces of eight, of which feventy are paid him at Manila and 
the refid uc at Acapulco. The complement of men. including paffengers, is fix hun- 
dred. On returning, as the cargo is not bulky, the lower tier of guns is mounted, 
which w'hen outward-bound is lodged in the hold, and the vcfl’cl is reinforced by the 
addition of two companies of marines. 

It is aftonifliing that the Spaniards, in quitting the ftrait of San Bernardino, do not 
bear to the north-caft, or even more towards the norfh, inftead of eafl-norlh-eaft, 
which is their common practice ; and that when they attain thirty degrees north they 
fhould continue to preferve that latitude, fince, if they afeended as high as thirty-fix or 
even forty degrees, they would have ftronger winds from the weft, and would confe- 
quently much fhorten their voyage ; but the captain of the galleon is obliged to follow 
his inftruftions, however unfavourable to his fpeedit'r arrival in the region of rain, an 
article indifpcnfable for the prefervation of his crew'. Will it be believed that men can 


Humata in April 17B7 : the circumference of the iflund is from thirty to forty (Spuuiflt) leagues ; the 
port is denominated San Luis de Apra ; three leagues dillant from it is the city of Aguiia, the capital of 
the Marianas. Of theifland^ which form this chain, feventeen in number exclufive of iflcts, the only out s 
peopled are Guam, Rota or Scypaii, called alfu St. Jofcpli. 

Thefe iflands were called originally (k los Ladrones (the Iflands of Thieves) by the Spaniards, wjio bill 
vlfitcd them on account of tlic pilfering difpofitioii of the natives. Magellan difeovered them in 1521 ; 
Legafpi fubjed^ed them to the dominion of Spain in T5<^5 ; and the Jefiiits introduced Chrillianity in 1 668* 
The miilion of this order was under the fpccial patronage of the Queen Dona Mariana of Auflriu, in me- 
inory of whom they afterwards received their prefent name, and who founded an annual bequeil of twenty- 
one thoufand dollars for the fupport and defence of the colony ; feparate from one of three thoufand for the 
maintenance of a college dedicated to the inftrudion of the Indians ; and another for the flipend of five 
monks, formerly of the order of St. Ignatius, but now Augullins. 

In no part of the world are colonilis treated in a better manner. ''Hiey arc maintained by the crown, 
but pay no tribute ^ and are regarded as his fcholars by^a careful mailer, his children by a benevolent 
father. 

When Mr. Marion in 1771-2 failed on the expedition to the South Seas, in wliicli he iinfortunatcly, 
with twe;ity-two failors and fome officers, periflied by the hands of tlie native s of New Zealand, and when 
the command in coiifetpicnce devolved on the Chevalier Duclefmeur, the latter, after fufferiug great 
hardfliips, had the good fortune to reach the iflaiid of Guam, wliich appeal ed to him a terrellrial paradife. 
And at this dillance from any civilized country, it furely could be deemed no fmaH bleffing by a diilreffed 
crew to arrive *fX the only port in the vail expanfe of this fea, in which the fickly and exhaiilled mariner 
could hope fpecdily to lecruithis ftrength, where all provifions and ncceflary refitments were in abundance, 
and where acity v.ms io be found, built in the European manner, with llraight llreets, a church, fortifica- 
tion^ public buildi .gs, and a civilized population. The healthiuefs of the ifland is bell evident from the 
pi'oor>h>:^ded th'S octafion. Of two hundred men fick of tlie feurvy (according to the account ren- 
dered by M. de Crizetj of the Mafcariii, the compiler of the narrative of tliis voyage,) not one died, but 
all fpeedily recovered, t?raiiks to the air, the food, and the liberal alliilaiice aflorded by Don Mariano 
Tobias, the governor of thcd/lands. 

The Abbe Raynal, wlio feceived his information rcfpc6ling thefe iflands, moft; probably, from officers 
in this expedition, hi^ever ^rone tiicrcto in moll inftances, has here nothing exaggerated in his account of 
them, Pol. los fcllab. Ultram. de las Nacioncs Europ. per Edv. Male de Luque, tom. t. 

p. I4i,et ^. MkAnd, lypo. 
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be fo venturefome as to undertake a long voyage without a due (lore of water, and with 
the foie dependence forYupply on what may fall from the clouds ? Yet this is the faft. 
The Spaniards avail themfelves of every vacancy in the veffel to ftow their goods in j 
and inftead, like us, of carrying out ffore-caiks of water, they merely carry out jars 
which are iufpended from the rigging to catch the rain when it falls. 

After the commerce of Acapulco, comes that carried on by mailers of coafters and 
different individuals of Manila. Thefe difpatch fmall velTels laden with rice to Macao,, 
which they exchange for various merchandize of China. The Spaniard here is 
rarely himfelf an adventurer j either he lends his money to the Indians who put it to 
profit, or lays it out in the purchafe of raw fugars to fell again. 

The rich perfons of Manila do not carry on trade even with Acapulco with thar 
own money, but borrow funds for the purpofe of the convents, which they return 
with interell on the return of the galcon. In this cafe the net profit of the Ihipperis 
eftiinated at from twenty-five to thirty per cent. 

* Commerce of Foreigners. 

At times the port of Manila has been open to all friendly nations, but, moll com- 
monly, trade with foreigners * has been prohibited. When I was there, it was free. 

I’he Englilh trafficked thither under the Swedilh and Danilh flag, Armenians like- 
wife from the Indian coaft, the Portuguefe, and the French. The Chinefe at all 
times trade thither in junks. 

Importation. 

The import trade confifts of various articles from Europe, to wit : anchors, fheet,. 
fquared, and bar iron, and iron wire, grapplings, anvils, German fteel, nails from one to 
ten inches long, cabinet makers’ and carpenters’ tools, Iheet-copper and copper fallen- 
ings, tin in plates, brafs wire, fail cloth, thread, needles, knitting-needles, cables, cordage, 
lead in fhects and in pigs, fand hour-glaffes, window-glafs, drinking-glaffes, European 
cloth, wines, brandy, liquors and fweet wanes, effences, eau de Cologne, hats, filk. 
Itockings, glafs lamps, pearl and coral for rofaries, rofe-diamonds, and brilliants unfet, 
lace, and Brittany linen. 

The articles imported from India arc cambayas, handkerchiefs, malmoles, plain, 
embroidered, and worked with gold and filver, cambricks, elefantas, cotton cloths from* 
the north, percalas, bordered petticoats, bafquinas, handkerchiefs with devices, bafetas, 
garras, and Mafuli^tam handkerchiefs without glofs, with fome handkerchiefs and. 
cambayas from Anticour, &c. » 

The merchandize brought from China is, different filk'ftuffs, filk ftockings, nan- 
keens, gold and lilvcr plate, porcelain, &c. 

* F.xportation. 

1 he IhipVnents outwards are compofed chiefly of fugar, indigo, tobacco, leather, 
tallow, honey, wax, rice, chocolate, corn, bifeuit, cattle, wax candles, dying woods, 
ebony, birds’-nefts, pearls, mother of pearl, and rattans*. 

On 


t. The following is an account of the articles, the produce of the Philippines, imported into Old 
Spam, in the years feverally affixed to them : 

^°««ption:— indigo iioolbs. ; filk ii^lbs. 5 cotton iSolbs.; Sibucao wood 
700108 5 chintzes 150 pieces* 
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On the arrival of a fhip at Manila it has to produce its manifefl within twenty-four 
hours ; and the captain (hould fee that it be exaft, for if any article be landed not 
mentioned in his declaration it is confifcated. The lift of the cargo is commonly fhewn 
firft to the governor, and the officers of the crown, who mark the articles they wifh to 
purchafe ; to fell thefe to any one elfe would be conftrued an offence. The governor 
and the officers pay very regularly ; and the merchant would have reafon to be fatisficd 
if they took the whole cargo, but they fcrupuloufly exadf, on the other hand, and with 
juftice, that the bulk of what they buy fhould correfpond with the fample. 

The cargo is difeharged at the cuftom-houfc and depofited in warehoufes, to which 
the carriage is expenfive, as the porters are very flow in their movements. At the 
cuftom-houfe there are but five perfons to take cognizance of what is landed, and to 
receive the duties ; it follows, as a confequcnce, that the goods arc long in being ex- 
amined, fo much fo, indeed, that were twenty veffels to arrive at Manila it would take a 
^ear to clear them. When once the goods have paffed the examination they may be 
removed. The cuftoni dues are eight per cent, on the prcfunied fale price, and the 
affeffnicnt of them depends on the chief cuftom-officer. This alfeAment fometimes 
exceeds the price for which the goods fell, but fhould it, no rcfiitutlon is made, as the 
fiat of this plenipotentiary is irrevocable. At times, however, this officer is found fo 
complaifant, for inftance when 1 was there, as to allow the goods to remain in the 
cufloin houfe without paying duty, except in cafe of fale. 

Commerce at Manila isftibjcfl: to much difficulty and obftruction. Every thing re- 
lative thereto is carried on flowly, and with great trouble ; at every ftep requefts are 
neceflary on ftamped paper ; for example, on unloading or loading a cai’go, and when 
laden, for permlflion to fail. It alfo takes a length of time to receive a cargo on board, 
as the boats are fearful of venturing over the bar in cafe of the wind blowing in the 
leaft frefh ; moreover, a fliip is not free to fail at plcafure, but muft wait for a licence, 
which on account of the feftivals and proceffions fo frequent in this country, and 
during which no bufinefs is tranfafted, is long delayed. Dc cfpacio^ give breathing time, 
is the anfwer of the Spaniard to the impatient folicitations of the captain, who muft 
reckon himfelf fortunate if he leave the bay before the monfoon changes, and confe- 
quently before the adverfe winds fet in. 

Advantageous Pofilion of Manila. 

The great importance of the Philippines is apparent from what has been dcfcribed. 
Thelb iflaiuls from their pofilion might carry on an iinuicnfe trade >vith China, Cochin- 
China, '^kimboja, Borneo, the Moluccas, the Indian coaft, and that of America ; but 
the Spaniards, intent on their commerce with Acapulco, have fo much neglefted every 
other, that but few veffels are freighted by them of the great number they have means 
to employ. 

'Hie Philippines produce a variety of merchandize for exportation, to which might be 
added cotton, aivca, and pepper. Did they follow a wife policy the Spaniards would 
ftimulate tlu; induftry of the Indians, and induce them to cultivate thefe three articles. 
5'44w.^ould fupply them with objects of firft neceffity to barter with China for its 


Tn 1789, by tint Ships Seyita Rufina, Noftra Senora dc las Nieves, and NoRra Scnoiw dcla Conception : — 
iifdigo 45,82511)8.; filk 158711)8 ; do, inauufadhircd 364 pieces ; Sibucaowuod 355olbs.; cotton 29 bales ; 
300lb8, fpun j 570 pieces manufadured ; pimento 6^ libs ; fugar i zoolbs, ; nutmegs 244lb8. ; wax 
looolbs ; algaiia 3Silbs. ; mother of pearl i2,74olbs ; 2 ingots of gold, and 24 golden chains; 55 
lablys of different kinds of wood. — Appendix to Hift. Polit, dc Las Nac. Europ, tom, v, p. 120 et feq. 
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fiiks ; would prevent the emiffion of filver to that country, and occafion the dollars of 
America to take their courfe to Old Spain. Nor would th§fe be the only advantages 
accruing from fuch meafures. 

The Spaniards by promoting on a large fcale the culture of cotton, would be enabled 
to underfell the Englilh in China ; in this cafe the demand for the cotton goods of 
Bengal would diminifh, and the Englifli Eaft India Company, no longer finding the 
fame nourifhment for its fpeculations, would be forced to make encreafed remittances 
from London, and confcquently have to carry on a trade, prejudicial in extreme to its 
interefts. In this conteft the Spaniards have nothing to hazard, but much to gain. 
The proximity of the places of intercourfe, and the moderate charge* for freight, 
would neceffarily put it in their power to offer their cottons at a much lower price than 
the Englilh ; and the Chinefe would nhturally prefer the cottons from Manila, for 
which they pay in fiiks, to thofe they purchafe of the India captains, who conflantly 
receive filver in part payment, and find means, notwithftanding the prohibition of the 
mandarins, of carrying it out of the country. 

Manila might alfo become an entrepot, not only for the refort of Spanifli but, if go- 
vernment Ihould allow it, of foreign veffels alfo. In fad this colony furnifhed with 
the merchandize of .China, either by means of Manila coafters or the Chinefe junks, 
which annually refort thither from Emouy, merchant fhips from Europe would rather 
take in here their return cargoes than proceed for the purpofe to Canton, as by thefe 
means they would not only fave time but likewife the charge of the fadories and re- 
fidence, and of the tonnage payable at Canton. 

The Spaniards of Manila might even themfelves proceed to the coaft of India with 
filver, indigo, and merchandize from China, and there obtain in exchange cambayas, 
muflins, cloths, and handkerchiefs, either for inveltments on European fhips or on 
thofe for Acapulco. Trade conduded in this manner would become brilk, and be 
profitable to the colony. Still if any great advantage be fought it will be requifite to 
place the colony on a refpedablc footing of defence by maintaining fome European 
troops ; by fortifying the entrance of the bay, and the illand of the Corregidor ; by 
fitting out fome frigates to cruize along the coalts, and prevent the Moors from making 
incurfions upon the Spanilh territory ; and by diminilliing and fimplifying the cuftom 
duties, and affording greater facility and difpatch to commercial tranladions. High 
duties payable on articles of import into any country arc not a tax on the foreigner 
but on the fubjed, as the vendor conflantly augments the price of what he fells in pro- 
portion to the impoTl he pays ; thus the purchafer pays the duties, and fo much more 
money goes out of the country*: moreover, proportionally as the duties are ^eavy is 
the importer encouraged to elude them j and as in what is fmuggled the whole duty 
, is lofl, the ftate becomes the lofer. 

Let the duties exaded, as well from the natives as from foreigners, be leffened to 
a trifle, and let a greater facility be affeded to jjurchafes and fales, and commerce will 
increafe a hundred fold : moreover, in proportion to its increafe will be the augmenta- 
tion of the duties ; and the revenue will be found not only to equal the expences, but 
the fovereign, in addition, will withdraw an excels from a colony which at prefent an- 
nually exads a remittance from Spain for its fupport. 


This laft conclufion is erroneous. If a hundred p<nirid.s be the value of a parcel of goods imported, 
and the duty on them be eight pounds, when the buyer pavs for thefe goods one hundred and eight 
^ pounds leaves the country, as eight had before been paid by the importer to 

the treafury of the country.— Translator. v / r 
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For the internal difcipline, the government Ihould nominaife as alcaldes none but 
men of probity ; a youncil compofed of merchants (hould indituted for the fuper- 
intendence of commerce, for propofmg ufeful meafures, and putting them in execu- 
tion ; a fimilar council Ihould be cftablilhed for the furtherance and fitperinfpedion 
of agriculture j and laftly, the Indians be endeared to the government by being placed 
on par with Spaniards in refpecl to tribute, and thus be induced to marry. Thefc 
fhould be roufed from their lluggiflmefs, and infpirited to an aftive life, by prefenting 
them a profitable market for their produflions ; they fhould be encouraged by pre- 
miums to addift themfelves to agriculture, to works of art, and to become gold and 
filver fmiths,' black and white fniiths. But for the promotion of thisobje£t a reduftion 
of the Chinefe relidcnts would be indifpenfable : a certain number of thefc might be 
tolerated. It would alfo perhaps b(' advifable to invite ftrangers, and aflbrd them af- 
fiftance in eftablifhing themfelves. But in both thele cafes much caution would be rc- 
*quired; for too great a number of foreigners might introduce danger, and originate a 
combination with the Indians for the expulfion of thofe'who received them with kind- 
nefs. 

By meafures fuch as I have propofed the Spaniards would be awakened from the- 
lethargy which appears to abforb their faculties ; commerce, in a Kinguifhing flate, and 
nearly at its laft gafp, would be called into life and activity; individuals, in a free com- 
munication between China, Acapulco, and Manila, would fiml an itnmenfe fourcc of 
wealth; and government, in feconding their efforts, would be a gainer of money and 
failors, would acquire a refpeftablc navy, and with it competence to repel any at- 
tack, however unexpefted. 

From what I have faid it is eafy to perceive that with flight efforts the Spaniards might 
carry on a very extenfive commerce in the Philippines, and reap confiderahle profit 
from a colony, the produftions and refourccs of which are incalculable; but they are 
fo regardlefs of the advantages to be derived from thefl? iflands, that under Philip II. 
and Philip 111 . it was a fubjedi of deliberation, in the council at Madrid, whether or no 
Manila fhould be abandoned. 

Nothing could have been more defirable than that thefe iflands fhould have 
been ceded to the French. Their poffcflion of them, according to Cardinal 
Alberoni in his political will, would not have been lei’s ufeful to the Frcncii thtnn- 
felves than beneficial to the colony. But, if the Spaniards arc to remain mailers 
of them, that they Ihould look with diligence to their fecurity is moll effential. A 
nation,,ambitious of monopolizing the commerce of the world, looks with anxious eye 
on the ifland of Manila: once for a fliort period miftrefs of this rich colony, (he 
repents its reftitution, and Ihould it a fecond time come under her dominion, wilt 
never yield it again. Spaniards! look ferioufly therefore to the prefervation of the 
Philippines: the lofs of them would be irreparable ; anticipate the conl'equcnce of a 
difafter, and 'havc not to feek a remedy when too late. 


DEPARTURE FROM MANILA, AND RETURN TO THE ISLE OF FRANCE. 

WE left Manila the yth of March 1797*, at five in the evening, and on the r^tli 
doubled Pulo Sapate, keeping its weftern lide. This courfe Ihould be avoided on ac- 

♦ The fhoals of Boulinao and Maflinlou. without the port of Manila, are laid down too much towards 
the caft JQ the charts 5 they lie more wclicily, and nearer to Scarborough bank. 
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count of a flioal which runs out nearly two leagues to fea from tho north-north-weftern 
part of the ifland, on which there is but little water. 

The 2 1 ft we entered tne Strait of Banca, the currents then running out and in at 
the fame time. 

We reached the Strait of Sunda on the ift of April, and left it on the 3d, with a 
wind from the north-well, which afterwards veered to the north, increafing in violence 
till on the 14th it fwelled to a teinpeft. For twelve hours we were driven along, the 
gunnel coiiftantly under water, and were obliged to throw our guns overboard to 
iiglucn the velfel. The wind at length abating, wc again hoifted fail, and continued 
our courfe towards the ifland Rodrigues, which we delcried on the 28th* We kept 
to Iccw^ard of this ifland to avoid the Eiiglifli cruizers ; and, after coalting under the 
Ibuth fide of the Ifle of France, during the whole of the ift of May, w’e call anchor 
in the port in the evening. 

The latitude of the ifland is twenty degrees nine nilautes forty-five feconds ; its 
longitude fifty-live degrees eight* minutes ealt of Paris. From north to fouth its length 
Is ab(mt fourteen leagues, its breadth ten, and its circumference forty. 

'f he Ifle of France has two ports ; but though in my two voyages hither I made the 
circuit of the illand, iU only a Ihort diftance from the coalt, 1 did not fee the Grand 
Port, or tliat on the ealtcrn fide of the ifland. The air is temperate, and even cool in 
the pells’^ ; the heat of the climate is powerfully felt only in the town, where the fur- 
rounding mountains prevent the cooling influence of the fouth-weft wind. 

I ho foulh-weft generally prevails at the Ifle of France, except from October to 
April, in which interval the winds are variable ; this period alfo is the rainy feafon. 
At times violent hurricanes occur: the rivers are forced from their beds, plants and 
trees are lorn up by the roots, and houfes arc levelled w'ith the ground ; velTcls are 
not alwaVvS in fafety oven in the port, I myfelf having leeu forne on thele occafions 
ilriveu on lliore. I’he inc.mths in wdiich hurricanes are common are ihofe between 
the end of September and March ; they owe their origin apparently to winds con- 
tending with the morifoonsj and to a fimilar caulc mull the fudden gufts be attributed 
in the Clhina leas. 

The ifland is furrouiuled with reefs, which in fome places extend more tlian a league 
Irom fliore j the fouih lidc is more Iteep, and the lea breaks againft it, except in fome 
few ipots. 

Every thing denotes the cxiilence, in fome former time, of a volcano in this ifland; 
tlic ground is aimed In every part overfpread with volcanic ftoncs, round, of various 
llze, generally compaOl, but occafionally porous, and of a greyifli colour, inclining to 
black. The mountains are luimerous, and feem to have been convulfcd, fplit,*and 
broken by earthquakes, .but they are not of volcanic origin ; their ftrata are more or 
lels inclined towards the horizon ; according to the general dilpofition of the fpecies 
of (tone of which they are compoled. • 

Ihe foil is tolerably good, but dry ; in many cantons it is of a reddifli colour. The 
earth is not worked det'p, and is broken up with a pick-axe : the roots of plants ftrike 
beneath the ftones, and thus arc kept cool and beyond the parching influtmee of the 
fun. Wheat is here cultivated, barley, oats, rice, maize, manioc (maniot Indorum), 
cotton pf excellent quality, the fugar-caae, indigo, and coffee, the laft inferior to that 
of Bourbon. Here alfo plantations of cloves are feen, furrounded* by hedges of jam- 
rola to defend them from the wind, by which they would otherwife be readily broken. 

♦ A Creole term for houfes and plantations in the cmintry, 
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Nutmeg trees are not equally common : in the plains of Wilhem I diftinguiflied fomc 
foap trees (faponaria Americana. ) 

In the gardens part of the vegetables of Europe are ^own, and fomc fweet 
potatoes. The moft common fruits are the banana, mango, ananas or pine-apples, 
panglemouffe, guavas, the ate, papaya, and the peach. Cocoa-trees fucceed well, but 
the number of mangooftans (mangoutiers) is inconfiderable. Oranges, which are very 
fvvcet in the Ifle of Bourbon, are not good on this iOand. 

The Ifle of France is watered by a great many rivulets ; fome proceed from the 
center of the ifland, and arc of fufficient fize to obtain the name of rivers ; the coafts 
furniih a moderate fupply of fifh. 

The ifland was at one time wholly covered with wood, but part of the trees have 
gradually been felled, either for the fake of clearing the ground, for fawing into planks, 
or for the ftrufluro of houfes ; in felling the trees no management has been obferved, 
and none are planted in fucceflion. The foil, wholly in parts defpoiled of its fheltcr, 
has in confcquence become dry and arid, as much from its expofure to the great heat 
of the fun, as from nothing remaining to arrell the vapours neceflary for the formation 
of clouds, and confequently of the rains which kept up its fertility. For this mifma- 
nagement a remedy has been fought in the culture of a tree called black wood ; but 
this tree is at belt fit for nothing but firing, and has not every where lucceeded, owing 
to the too great aridity of the foil, or from the earth having been wafhed away by the 
rains from the removal of the impediment oppofed by the woods, and affording no 
longer a fufficient fuftenance for the roots. 

To the caufes of the ifland being thinned of trees before noticed, others mufl; be 
added. In the firft place there grows in the 111c of France a thick and coarfe grafs, 
which ferves as fodder, and which, after attaining a confidcrablc height, becomes di'y 
towards the clofe of Auguft. This grafs is fet on fire by the negroes in the month 
of September, and the flame which fpreads to a diftance dries the trees and caufes 
them to perifh. Secondly, the allowance granted to the negroes to cut faggots iu the 
mountains impedes much the growth of trees, as they lop ofl branches without payitig 
any attention to whether or no they injure the tree. And laflly, the goats belonging 
to the Indians who inhabit camp Malabar, and which feed on the heights, brou/.e on 
and deftroy every thing. From the aggregate of thefe caufes the woods arc gradually, 
but rapidly, deltroyed. 

Among the trees of the Ifle of France mufl; be noticed that which produces ebony, 
the tacamahaca, the milk tree, and the mat tree with large and fniaiJ leaves, the cin- 
namon tree, the olive, i^nd the {linking tree. The wood of thefe is well adapted for 
cabinet and carpenters’ work. 

When 1 arrived in the Ifle of France, in 1796 , the hedges jn every quarter were 
formed of the opuntia, or Indian fig ; but Ibmc one fince then having brought into 
the colony a quantity of the eggs of the kirmes, that infedl multiplied with fuch ra- 
pidity, as to have entirely deflroyed thefe trees. 

I he woods abound in flags, wild goats, wild hogs, hares, monkeys, and rats and 
mice in luiilutudcs ; the three laft animals very deflruilive to plantations. In the woods 
alfo are found paroquets, pintados, bengalis (a little red bird), and a fpecies of par- 
tridge. 

The infects moft troublefome are carias kakcrlaqucs, mufquitos, fcorpions, fcolo- 
pendras, and wafps. It is affirmed that ferpents cannot exifl in the Ifle of France. 
The aflertion is difficult of proof} but, what is moft fure, there are none to be 
found. . 
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Cattle are not abundant, fheep are rare, and the beef, excepting that from Mada- 
gafcar, is not good : the cows brought from Europe yield a tolerable quantity of milk, 
thofe of the ifland but ifttle. 

If the Ifle of France had been a foreign colony , I fhould give a Iketch of the man- 
ners and cuftoms of the inhabitants ; but as all 1 could fay is already known, I lhall 
fimply point out its utility and importance to the metropolis. 

Importance of the IJle of France. 

By the death of thoufands, and by confiderable pecuniary Ioffes, have inoft of the 
nations of Europe purchafed the cftablilhments they have formed in Afia. Whatever 
confequence may ultimately rcfult from the poffeffion of thefe dillant colonies, to fup- 
port and preferve them is a matter of abfolute neceflity, as long as any one European 
power continues to maintain a commerce with India. This commerce in itfelf may be 
a matter of indifference to us, and even ufelefs, if any can truly be fo confidered in a 
great ftate ; but fliouid we diftontinue it, we Ihould be placed in a ftate of dependence, 
and render ourfclves the tributaries of thofe by whom it might be continued. 

Colonies have always been formed for the advantage of the mother-country ; in 
this light they have; ever been contemplated ; and Ihould they at times have failed to 
anfwer the purpofed end, the caufe of the failure is more to be attributed to radical 
vices in the eftablilhment of them, than to unfortunate occurrences, or fuch as could 
not have been forefecn. 

In looking to the value of a colony two things are to be duly weighed ; firftly, 
the draught of men and money from the metropolis which they occafion, and fecondly, 
the refources and advantage prefented by their pofition and their commerce. 

Under the firft afpeft, if the expences of the eftablilhment are not counterbalanced 
by confiderable profits or other material benefit, the confequent lofs of men and money 
is burthenfome to the ftate ; but on the other hand thofe colonies which by their pofi- 
tion can readily be clofed againft foreign commerce *, and the population of which 
fails to increafe in proportion with their wealth, are of fingular utility to the me- 
tropolis. 

Now, infular colonies prefent this double advantage, they can at pleafure be laid 
open to or clofcd againft foreign trade ; and they hold out no profpetl: of ever be- 
coming hurtful to the mother-country by their incrcafing wealth or population. 

Continental colonies, on the reverfe, poll'efs in themfelves many inconveniencies ; 
and though perhaps they prefent more extended rcfourccs in their larger population, 
and the greater aftivity and value of their trade, in thefe very momentary aavantages 
they carry with them the feeds of diforder and revolt, feeds perpetually dil]pofed to 
germinate and ripen to maturity. In fa<ft, after occafioning their mother-country 
material facrificesrf)f both men and money, when once they attain a certain pitch of 
profperity and power, they rebel againft their parent, and ceafe to acknowledge her 
authority, of which we fee an example in the conduct of the United States of America 
in the laft century. 

• Trade with its colonics naturally belongs to the metropolis, and other nations* (hoiild be admitted*" 
to traffic with them only at the option of the fovereign government. Iif this cafe alfo the foreigner 
ought to pay an c^ra tax on the importation as well as on the export of merchandize ; for, if he were 
permitted to buy Sr fell without paving fuch extra duties, the colonift, at all times inclined to buy as 
cheap as poffible, would fell his produce in many inilances in preference to the llranger, to the ruin" of 
the merchant of the mother-country. J o this evident injury' is to be added the rile of price of colonial 
produce, and the diminution of that of European commodities, confequent on a full market and the com- 
petition of foreigners, the fatal effea of which is the deftrudiou of the commerce of the mother-country, 
and the aiuuhilatiou of its navy. , 
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The Englifli eftablifliments in India, purchafed by the cfFufion of fo much blood, 
by the expenditure of fuch heaps of treafure, thefe eflablifliments muft terminate foon 
or late, either in the return of the people to the dominion of th^ir former mafters, or in 
their erefting themfelves into feveral different ftates independent of Britilh fvvay. 

Time, events, and political changes produce in continental colonies, as a natural re- 
. fult, inevitable revolutions ; while infular edablilhnients, more concentrated and of 
courfe more eafy of fuperinfpcftion within, and more readily protedled againft external 
foes, promife from their nature a perpetuation of their union with, and conftant benefit 
to, their mother-country. 

Among the numerous colonies belonging to France, the Ifles of France and Bourbon 
muff be regarded as highly important, not fo much on account of their produQions as 
their pofition. 

The Iflc of Bourbon defended by itfelf is from its contiguity indifpenfably neceffary 
to, and intimately allied with, the Ille of France. 

The Ifle of France, on a refpcftable footing of defence, has nothing to apprehend 
from its enemies. The Englilh may fend out expeditions againlt this colony, but its 
diflance from them will ever be an impediment to their arriving in good condition ; 
and when arrived in its vicinage, the winds, want of proviiion, and. obllacles of every 
defeription, will foon oblige them to abandon their enterprise. 

This ifland may be deemed the key of India : France mav fend hither men and 
veffels, and here in fecret prepare its expeditions unknown to England. 

From the fituation of the Ifle of France, laid the I'nglifli council of Bengal, in 
1768 *, the French poffefs a device of their point of attack, and their deligns cannot 
be fathomed but at the moment of their being carried into cfl’cd upon the coall of 
India. 

But not only docs the Ifle of France contribute from its advantageous pofition to 
afiifl: the military operations of government, this favourable fite may alfo greatly pro- 
mote the growth of the commerce of France ; it is fiifceptible of becoming the en- 
trepot of the merchandize of Afia, and of lurnifhing therewith, in addiiion to the 
produce of its foil, rctimn cargoes to thofe vefl'els difpatched from Ibirope principally 
with wines, wdiich have neither time nor means to proccLd to India, for the merchan- 
dize they need to complett; their cargoc's. 

Commerce, as it increafes, will furnifli augmented means of lubfificnce, and the 
population will in confcquence become great in jiroportion, efpecially if government 
render afliffance to and encourage thofe individuals folicilous of ellablilhing themfelves 
in the Ifl& of France. 

By fudh moafurcs it would attach to the foil a number of proprietors who, too poor 
to leave it, would render it fertile by careful and fedulous culture whereas at pre- 
fent three-fourths of the inhabitants, incefl'antly tormented by the common but fre- 
quently chimerical anxiety of making a rapid fortune in order to return to Juiropc, 
are negledful of tlieir plantations, and thinking but of the prefent moment, take 
little heed of the future. 

• ' ‘To launch inlo^a minute detail of the produdions of this ifle, and of what value 
it might become, would be of no utility : I have fought merely to imprefs an idea of 
its importance } and fhould what 1 have mentioned fail of this efl'ed o^ the reader,. I 
intreat him foberly to w^igh this obfervation of a famous charadcr well known for 
his political ability : “ While the French,” faid Lord Chatham, “ keep poffcflion of 
the Ifle of France, the Englifh cannot be deemed mafters of India.” 

* View of the rife of the Englilh goveirimc..t, &c., Ij Vcrtlfi. 
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RETURN TO EUROPE. 

THE capture of Pondicherry in 1793 having delayed the refhittance of the cuf- 
tomary funds for the maintenance of the French eftabli(hment at Canton, as well for 
that as the fuccceding years, I determined, as before obferved, on failing to the Ifle 
of France in 1796, in view of obtaining there the payment of my arrears. Deceived 
in my expcftations from this quarter, the laws of the ifland not allowing the emiffion 
of money for any purpofe foreign to the fcrvice of the colony, I was indebted wholly 
to the kindnefs of M. de Malanie, the governor, and M. Dupuy, the intendant, for 
a fmall loan of four hundred dollars, which enabled me to return to.CSiina at the 
clofe of. 1 796, but was infufficient to maintain me at the refidence. 'I therefore, in 
1 797, again left Canton for the Iflc of France, as I had there a better chance than at 
Canton of receiving advices from the miniftcr, to whom I had already written, and to 
whom I again wrote on my arrival, requefting a remittance of funds in cafe of my 
continuance in (^hina, or an order for my return to Europe. 

After refidence of three years at the Iflc of France in continual expeftation of an 
anfwcr, receiving 'none, 1 rcfolved on leaving that colony, and quitted it 21 ft March 
1801, on board a DgHifli fhip. We loft fight of land the 23d, and on the I2th of 
April pafl'cd Eel Bank (Le Banc des Aiquilles) in latitude thirty-fix degrees fourteen 
minutes. 'I he lear of meeting with cruifers prevented our making the Cape of Good 
Hope, St. Helena, the ifland of Afcenfion, or the Azores, fo that the firft land we deferied 
alter jialling north of Ireland and Scotland was the northern part of the ifland of 
RonaUllha: at length, on iith June we anchored in Norway at Fleckerhoe, a fliort 
diilance from Chriftianfand, after a paffage of two months and nineteen days. 

'I'he Englilh being at war with the Danes I took my paflFage in a floop of this laft 
nation j afer traverling the Categat, coafting along Jutland, and a portion of Fionia^ 

I arrived at Korfer, whence I repaired 'o Copenhagen; I left this city after a fliort 
time for Holland, and thence repaired to Paris, where 1 arrived 4th Auguft i8oi, after 
an abfence of feventeen years. 
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TO AND FROM THE ISLAND OF BORNEO, 

IN THE EAST INDIES; 

WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THE SAID ISLAND ; 

GiWng an Account of the Inhabitants, their Manners, Cuftoms, Religion, Produft, Chief Ports, and 
Trade: together with the Re»eftablifhmeni of the Engliflv Trade there, An. 17 14, after our Fador* 
had been deftroycd by the Banjareens fomc Years before. „ 

Also a Description of 

THE ISLANDS OF CANAKY, CAPE VERD, JAVA, MADURA ; 

OF THE STREIGHTS OF DALLY, THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, fHE HOTTENTOTS, 

THE ISLAND OK ST. HELENA, ASCENSION, &C. 

With fome Remarks and Direftions toucliing Trade, &c. 

The Whole very plcafant and very ufcful to fuch as (hall have Occafion to go into thofe Parts. 

By Captain Daniel Beeckman *. 


TO THE HONOURABLE SIR GREGORY PAGE, BART 

Sir, 

T he indefatigable pains and care you always took in promoting the advantage of the 
Honourable Eaft India Company ; the eminent zeal that has always appeared in 
you for the good of your country in general j together with the obligations I am 
under for the many favours I have had the honour of receiving already at your hands, 
havednduced me to take the liberty of imploring, moft humbly, your patronage to 
this work j begging yoar acceptance thereof, as a fmall tellimony of that gratitude 
I owe you. 

The great and uncommon qualifications you are endowed with, render you the 
fittefi: pcrlon I know of to countenance a work of this nature : and I do not queftion, 
but the prbtedion of a gentleman of fo cxtenfive a knowledge in trade, will make it 
meet with more regard and refpeft than it could otherwife expeft. If what obferv- 
ations I have^here made may be fo happy as to merit your approbation, I fhall think 
my pains well beftowed, and ray chief end is entirely anfwered, by Ihewing with how 
profound a refpedi: I am, Sir, 

Your moft humble, and moft obedient Servant, 

D. BEECKMAN. 


♦ London, 1718, 8vo. 
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TO THE READER. 

IT is a common faying, and indeed ^enerall]^ proves true, that old men and tra- 
vellers do give themfelves great liberty in relating fiftitious and improbable ftories ; 
the diftance of time being as great a protcaion to the former, as that of place is to 
the latter : but I can affure my reader, that the cafe is otherwife here ; for I made it 
my ftudy to adhere, as much as poffible could be, to tryth, efpecially in thofe things 
which fell within the pale of my own knowledge, having always made it my maxim, 
to have a greater regard to utility than pleafure. As to what I had b^^arfay from 
the natives, I neither have inferred the hundredth part of what they told me, neither 
do I much infill: on the truth of what I have inferred, though more probable than 
what I omitted ; but do leave it to the reader’s choice to believe or rejeft as he fliall 
think fit. 

I am fenfible that I might haiTe rendered this work more agreeable to fome por- 
fons, and made it fwell to a much larger volume, in following the Heps of feveral 
other authors, by fluffing it with many ftrange improbable relations, whereby it might 
be as acceptable as th/ bundle of lies publilhed by the famous Ferdinando Mendez 
Spinto, &c. But my defign is not either to amufe, or abufe the public, or to pleafe 
fuch as delight in fabulous romantic legends or ftories. On the contrary, I have 
endeavoured herein to be as ufeful as polfible to thofe who may hereafter have occa- 
fion to go into the countries I have given an account of, by laying down fuch direc- 
tions and rules in regard to trade, &c. as they may the better govern themfelves by, 
and avoid a great many inconveniencies that might otherwife happen. 

1 mull own, that I had fome rcluftancy to undertake fuch a talk, as not thinking 
myfelf of a genius or talent proportionable thereto ; but confidcring, that among fo 
many printed voyages to and from the Fall; Indies, there is but little or no account 
given of Borneo, (the greateft illand of all the Indian feas, and where as confider- 
able a branch of trade might be fettled, with due care, as any the Honourable Eaft: 
India Company is in pouelfion of) and that the other fupercargos, and myfelf, 
were the only Englilhmen that ever had fuch an opportunity of knowing both the 
humour of the people, the way of dealing with them, the country, produd, and price 
of their commodities, as having been a confiderable time converfant among the na- 
tives ; and having vaitured often far up into their country, whereas the fadory fet- 
tled here before were* forced to trade with them, as it were, fword in hand, and con- 
fequently could have but very little knowledge of thofe mattei;s : confidering, I lay, all 
this, I thought it was my duty to publilh what, in my opinion, mull; needs be very ad- 
vantageous to the pulJic, and in particular to the Honourable Eaft India Company. 
Moreover, the ftreigfits of Bally having feldom or never been before navigated by the 
Englilh, efpecially during the weftem monfoons, which is the only time we have oc- 
cafionto make ufe of that palfage, becaufe more expeditious for home-bound Ihips, I 
thought it necelTary to be as particular as I could, thereby to make it more cafy to thofe 
who (hall hereafter have occafion to fail that ^vay, being forewarned of thfe difficulties I 
met with there, and of the method I was at laft forced to take to get through. 

One thing I will make bold to fay, that I have been fo particular in relation to the 
Banjareens, it being all of my own Icnowledge, that whoever goes to the port of Banjar- 
Mafleen, though never fo great a ftranger to the way of trading, cannot fail to 
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:l^i^J^a|ge his affairs there with far greater fuccefs, by the inftruftions I have 

WisM <i»fe 3i^ prove to be of as great ufe a^||(&iWpaed|!tW%#[e aim of, 

,TcjiiKi|pli$c Servant, 

D. B. 


an jlcemtt the Canary^ tlape and Cbrifimas IJlands ; 
a Di^enption of Batatdat 

i mtu'y accoonts of voyages to and from the Eaft Indies have been already 

I tbkk it fuperfluous to trouble the reader with a particular journal of 
either gding or coming ; therefore I fh^l duly relate fuch things as I 
ipll^moft material to me prefent fubjed. 

feiled out of the Downs on the tath of O£koberf anno 1713, in the Eagle-galley, 
la the iervice of the Honourable Eaft India Company, with full orders and inffrudionc 
^ frpm them to ufe my utmoft endeavours (in concert with the other lupertargos) to re- 
eftsdjiilh a trade at the port of Banjar-Maffeen in the ifland Borneo, from which 
piajce the natives, fome years before, had expelled the Englifli, and dcllroyed their forr 
and jhnbitatkms# putting many of them to death, as Ihall be more particularly related 
hi the latter part of this work. 

Several ^(ttempt? of renewing a correfpondcnce and trade with them have been fince 
as well by the EnglHh as the Dutch, but in vain ; until fortune favoured us 
with fuccefe* I doubt not but to nutke it fully appear, that it may be improved much 
tn the a 4 vanifage of the Bad India Company. 

On the 39th We pai!^ dlofe by the ifles, or rather the rocks, called the Salvage'., 
iymg in the latitude of twenty-nine degrees twenty-five minutes north, and longitude 
of ilsteOn degrees thirty-fix minutes from London. We failed along to the foutluvard 
Ohe weather oeing exceeding plealant for three days) in fight of mofl: of the Canary 
imands, but could not as yet fee the top of Pico-Teneriue, becaufe of i^s being fo 
mneh higher than the vaft body of clouds that encompaffed it ; though fometimes 
^Wfaen ciW W clouds) it may be feen at above fifty leagues diftance at fea. On the 
r ft of November we were between the Hlands of Teneriffe and of Grand Canary. 

'i'hde iilands were by the ancients called />^/a Fortunata, or the Fortunate iflands; 
ilnit by the moderns Canary iilands, from the iile of Grand Canary, which is the chief 
and kurgefiitof them. They were well known to the Romans ; but tdter the fall of that 
empire, drey lay hid in oblivion and undifeovered by the Europeans, till about the 
year 1330, or rather 1334. However the natives, a rude and ignorant people, who 
were governed by their own Kings (each iiland having one), cou^)nued in poffeilion till 
the year 1417 ; whfisft Camarine, daughter to our John of Gaunt duke of I.ancafter, 
and widow of Henry the Third of Caftille, during the minority of her fon John the 
Second, fent forces tbither, and fubdued four of thofe iflands, viz. Lancerota, For- 
teventura, Gomera, and W&neo, 'I%e other iflands remained under their own Kings 
ml the yw 1483, When Ferdltoh^ firnamed the Catholic, fubdued them all ; ever 
fmee which time they remained annexed to the Crown of Spain, and are the general 
^rendezvous of the Spanilh Weft India fleet homeward bound. 

They are fituate weftward of Biledpiltgerid, between twenty-fimr degrees thirty 
inimH^liutllid twesity*ekkoir tw^-mne of north latitude^ if we comprehend 
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the Salvages ; they are ten or twelve in number, but only feven remarkable, viz. Lance- 
rota or tancelptta,F©iteyentwia, Canaria, two 

lirA are0ward$ thee^ the two hll towards choweijtjijapi^we thj^otherin thie nuddW;i 
Theille of tanpei^ta is about thirteen leagues iii length north -to nine in 

breadth, and forty in drenit. 

Forteventura is in length feinXouth.well: to north-eaft 'about tcwen^-five the 
breadth being very irregular j for In the middle it is but four Idigues only, there 
being an ifthmus dividing it into two peninfulas, which formerly had a wall aerofs itj 
the circuit is about feventy leagues, becaufe of the two gulfs that are on each fide of 

the ifthmus. ^ i 

Cantnia, coiiimonly called Grand Canary (which gives its name to y^’lthe't^) 
equally large as it is long, being about thirteen or fourteen leagues either ways, arid in" 
circuit about forty; the town of Canary is a biihop’s fee, and the refidence of the 
Spanifli governor. 

The length of Teneriffa is varioufly reported, fome making it twenty-two leagues, others 
more, and fome lefs ; its breadth is very irregular, viz. from three to fifteen, and the 
circumference about fixty leagues ; towards the middle is that famous and vaft hill, 
or peak fpoken of before, called by the Portuguefe El Pico, counted the higheft in tho 
world, being about two miles and a half perpendicular ; it rifes like a pyramid, or 
rather a fugar loaf. Here the Dutch place the firft meridian; but the French place 
it on the ille of Ferro ; as Janfonius does on Corvo, the moft wefterly ifland of the 
Azores ; and Hondius on St. Nicholas, one of the Cape Verd iflands. 

The three other iflands are lefler, each not exceeding ten leagues in length, five in 
breadth, and twenty-five in circuit. 

I’he air of thefe iflands is veiy wholefome, though very hot ; the foil nioft fertile, 
producing a great abundance of wheat, barley, millet, and excellent wine; the vines 
(as they fay) being tranfplanted hither formerly from the Rhine by the Spaniards, in 
the reign of Charles the Fifth, Emperor of Germany and King of Spain ; where, by 
the change and nature of the foil, inftead of fliaip Rhenifti, they produce that fweet 
delicious wine which we call Canary, and which is vended fo much all over Europe 
that fome relate fifteen or fixteen thoufand tuns have been yearly tranfported into Eri^- 
land only. ^ 

Here are alfo a great* number of palm-trees that bear dates; dragon4i:^ fitim 
whence is drawn a red thick liquor called dragon’s blood, with fig, olive, pbmegrate, 
citron, and orange trees, the fruit whereof is moft excellent ; likewife plenty of fiigar* 
woad, honey, wax, and plantons, which is a fruit not unlike a cucumber in lhape, ai^‘ 
when thoroughly ripe eats as delicious as any fweetmeats ; they have alfo a greai;*nriltt<. 
her of wild goats and affes, the milk and hides whereof are a good commodity. * 

. The ifle of Ferro is>y«ry dry, and in fome places barren for want of wi^arj but this 
defea is in a great ratWure fuppUed by a tree that grows in the middle of the ifland 
the trunk whereof is about two fithom round, from the leaves of which does conti- 
nually diftil as much water as fills a large ftoue ciftem, or refervatory, l^lt by the in- 
habitants on purpofe, containing about twenty thoufendtuns, which fupplies the cattle 
and whole ifland with wholefome frefh water. This miracle of nafure is* faid to pro- 
^'Fth^™ ' clouds that hang about the tree all i^^tand a great part 

The in^itants are, for the moft part, Spaniards oxi^nally i there are fome few of 
theabon^nos, who are a very nimble fort of people and vidt eater&; they live gene- 
rally m caves among the mountains, feed upon milk chiefly, arid are faid to be 
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Pagans by religion ; though 1 believe there is hardly any^of that perfuafion now, the 
Spaniards being fo zealous to propagate the Chriftian doftrlhe according to their own. 
way. . ^ 

On the 2d of Oflober, in the morning, we had a fight of the top of El Pico ; here- 
abouts we met with the trade-winds, fo called becaufe they always blow between the 
eafl-north-caft, and north-north-caft, they continued with us till we came near the 
equinodial line ; which was no fmall advantage, as well as plcafure, to us in our out- 
ward-bound paffage ; not only for the expedition we made through the means of their 
briilc gales (our lliip running at Icall: one hundred and twenty miles in twenty-lbur 
hours) but alfo for the coolness and mighty rcfrclhmcut we received from them in fo 
hot aclimat^^ and likewife for the diverfion w^e had from the j)rodigious luiinbcrsof 
dolphins, ulbocores, btuietos, flying-lifli, &c. many of the latter Hew on board our Ihip, 
when purfued by the dolphins, or other fifh of prey, wIktcoF there are vail multitudes 
ill thofe feas : we caught a great number of dolphins, &c. with large hooks, which c 
towed to the? flern of the fliip, baited with eliher an aitificlal or real liying-lilh, or fonu> 
times with a bit of fat pork or beef, they being fo prodigious t'agxa* that: they will fnap 
at a.liiiof!; anv thing ; the poor failorsniakc many a hearty meal ol them, efpecialiy when 
freih j^rovifujus begin to be lcarc(‘. 

In this pleafant manner v\c* cotitinuevl from the Canary fieering awav fouth- 

weft by fouth ncareft, till the i oth.wlu'ii vvt‘ got fight of the iHaialsof' f which 
are ten in number, viz. Sr, Antcaiio, St.\hncent, St. Lucia, St. Nicolas, Saf Honavifta, 
Mayo, St. Jago, Fuogo, and Brava. I'hefe were by the aiicieins callcal the llelpc- 
rides, or Gorgades ; their orchards of golden apples, kcj^l by a never fleeping dragon, 
are celebrated much by the (Savk and Latin poets; tliev are now inhabited by th(' 
Banditos, orbaiiiflied Poriuguele. d'hele iikuids aife.rd a moil. }>leal;int villo to thofe 
that fail between them. 

d heillanJ of Sr. Jago is the larg('ft of all, b(dng in length* al)oiit .fort) dive leagues, 
in brcailrh ti?n, and in circuit ninety-five. 

St. Nicolas and Sr. Lucia are each in length about twenty-live or twenty-fix It^agues, 
in breadth about feven or eight, and fixly in circuit. St. Vinceiil and Si. Antonio are 
not of above half tht' extent ofthefc, and the other five? are ftill lelfer; for the grealelt 
of them is xtot ten leagiK's in length, and twenty in circuit ; the air in gimeral is uu- 
wholefome j the foil of fome is (tony and barren, as: particularly that of Sal, Bonavifta, 
and Mayo. The firft has a great number of wild horfes, as ullo the laft : but bdulos, 
It has a much greater multitude of wild goats, and llich a prodigious quanliiy oi' fait, 
that ,it could load (as is reported) above two thoufand fail ol Ihips, lo liiat they are all 
nann^^d, by Ibrne, the Iflands of Salt. The other illands arc inon.' fertile, and produce 
rice, maiz, or Indian wheat, bananos, lemons, citrons, oranges, pomegranates, cocoa, 
nuts, figs, and melons ; there is fome wine, cotton, and fugar csqiics, which they gaihtr 
twice aye ir. The goats generally bring forth three or four kids at once, and tliat very 
oiien tiiHLC a year. Udie chief merchandize is fait and goat fkins, ol' which are made 
the be ft co) d^. vams. l licy are called the Ifles of Cape Verd, beciuife they licoppofiti? 
to the T.cip(‘ lo called, being the wefterii point of tlie iiland that lies in the mouth of tlie 
river Niger,’ l<n*rned by th(' norlli and middle branches tliereof, called Senega, and 
Gambea ; wlieii they were firft difeovered (viz. anno 1440) by a Genoefe, they were 
all defert, and fu CQiitiiiucd lor thirty years, when they began to be inhabited by the 
Porruguefe. 

The iHand of Fn^dgo, or of Fire, has its name from a burning mountain that is in it ; 
it is moft terrible to fee (in the night' efpecialiy) what prodigious flames and vaft 
. 3 clouds 
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clouds of finoke it vomits up continually, which we could perceive afterward in a clear 
day, though we were aBove fixty miles diftant from it. 

Ilere 1 rcfolved, by the advice of the chief officers of the ihip, to go into the port of 
Praya in the ifland of St. Jago, to take a frefh fupply of water and provifions, but parti- 
cularly to flop a dangerous leak in the bow of tlu; lliii), which Ihe had Iprung in a 
great florin that happened to us in the Bay of Bifcay, where we were all like to have 
periflied. Another confidcration that moved me thereto was, tliat by recruiting here 
I might avoid touching at the Cape of Good Hope outward bound, whereby my paf- 
fage would-be much Ihortcr. Accordingly on the 1 2th of November we anchored in 
the aforefaid port, which is in the latitude of fifteen degrees north, and the longitude 
of txvcnty-threc degrees thirty minutes from London, having made my paffage thilher 
from the Dov ns in thirty days. I falutcd the caflle with five guns, but had no return ; 
there was a fmall Portuguefe fliip in the road bound for Brafil j at our (irft coming flie 
was jealous of us as we were of her, both fupnofing each other to be pirates, it being a 
place much frequented by fucli. 

About a mile eaflward of ‘the port, is another bay fo much like this, that without 
the following inftrucHons one may beniiflaken; but if is not by much fo good a road; 
in the former bay you have iheilland of Mayo ojk'U oil tfie call: point of the bay, which 
in the port of Pray?!, is for fomc time /hut in before you run high enough into the bay 
to anchor ; ami you have tlie top of the illand of Fuogo over the well point of the 
hay, when you are in the port. 1 never was in this port before, but my chief mate, 
and fevera! others of the flaip’s crew hail been there ; however, they were deceived, 
and fteoi’od the /hip up tlie wrong bay, where they were like to have ca/f anchor before 
they perceived their miflake ; but whoever follows the foregoing obfervation, can 
never err in this pafticular. During our flay here, which was five days, wc caught 
with our nets and hooks a great quantity of /i/h, asmulleis, beams, large craw-fi/h, and 
a fi/li called a /bldier, being of a blood-red colour, having fcalcs as large as half-a- 
crown, in /Itape like a carp, and fonie weighing eighty pounds ; there is alfo plenty of 
fevera! other forts of fifti. 

The country is exceedingly pleafant, and abounds with all things nece/Tary for the 
ufe or delight of man ; but the natives are a poor, lazy, ignorant fort of people, pro- 
digious thie ves, a, d mo/l of them as black as negroes or at lead mulattos ; by religion 
Roman Catholics, as they are told ; but. Cod knows, their ignorance and ftupidity is 
Inch, that they know little more thaft the name of religion, 'f’heir churches are 
meanly adorned, ^nd as meanly built, not much exceeding our country barns ; their 
houfes arc very ordinary, fcartcred here and there ; here is the remains of an old de- 
cayed caflle, very little of which is Handing be/idcs the wall, whereon are planted feven 
or eight old iron guns without carriages, whicli arc of no defence, but ferve only for 
falutes. Ihe l’Vo/.:ch with eighty or one hundred men took the ifland a few years 
ago, but abandoned it in a little time, having carried away what plunder they could find. 

Here ^re great numbers of fmall oxen, hogs, goats, ducks, geefe, an»l other fort of 
fowls, w'hich the natives bring down to the port to fell, or rather to exchange for old 
cloaths, black cafes, hats, knives, oil, butter, cheefe, or aimoft any t.hing of foreign 
growth or manufafturc, be it never fo old or indifl’erent ; for though* the ifland be (if 
Jtfclf very plentiful, yet their floth is fo great that they make no improvements ; and 
their pride Inch, that if you a/k a poor forry fellow (that has. fcarcc the nece/larics of 
UtcO wlio he IS, he will immediately reply, that he is nearly related to fomc nobleman 
m I ortugal ; that himlelf or his forefathers were baniihed thither on fufpicion, but 
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very unjuftly ; and to be fure he is fome officer, for raoft of them are either colonels, 
captains, or lieutenants ; they are very nimble fingered as wdl as nimble footed, for 
whatever they can lay their hands on, they take, and then truft to their heels ; they 
bring down their cattle tied either by the legs or horns with rotten cords, which as 
foon as they have fold and delivered to us, and received the price in cither money or 
barter, they fail not to make fome hideous noife and whiftling at a diftance, at which 
the cattle (that are already fufficiently frightened at the fight c f a vh..fc face) begin to 
caper and bound about, until they either &*eak the rope, or force it out of the hands of 
him that holds it, and immediately run up into the mountains from whence they came. 
Moft of their fowls have bones as black as jet, ard ikins as black as the natives ; but 
the flefh is as tfhite or whiter than ours, and iltogether as good, though not lb pleafant 
to the eye. 

1 had. the governor on board of my th.p. ircr J . him handfomely, and gave him 
fome guns; he defired my company nr- flioiv.. with fome otheis belonging to the Ihip, 
that he might have the opportunity of muniing the favour he had received. The next 
day we went to his caftle ; he trr .‘cj ns, according to hr® llovenly manner, tolerably 
well, as we at firft thought ; but . n " ter we found to our coft the effeds of his per- 
fidious banquet, by which wc pcrctlvcd ourfeives to have been aftually poifoned. As 
foon as we got on board , wt took fuch antidotes as the furgeon (who was one of the 
guefts, and fared no U ttc ■ than u.c reft,) thought moft proper on fuch an occafion ; 
we felt the violent cficcV c « difafter fc-r f air or five days, being taken firft with a 
moft terrible vomiting auii leofi'iieis, and afterwards with violent convulfions both in 
our bowels and limbs, and at ’alt became raving mad ; the furgeon did not begin to 
vomit till the third day, but fwelleb in a prodigious manner ; alter the fifth day we 
began to recover both our fenfes and health, but two lay languifliing for feveral months 
during the voyage, and at laft died. We had neither time nor power enough to revenge 
fo execrable a piece of villany. 

We took our departure from thence on the i6th of November, and made the be " 
of our way towards the Eaft Indies. On the 22d day, being in the latitude of eight 
degrees north, the meridian diftance calling one hundred and eighty-one miles from 
St. Jago, we loft our trade-wind, and met with mucl rain, thundei, lightning, and a 
large rolling fea from the fouth. I'his day I tried the current, and found it fet to the 
feuth-eaft and by eaii almoft one mile in an hour. On the 3d of December 1 h;^d an 
opportunity of trying the current again, being in the latitude of three degrees twenty- 
feven minutes north, and forty-five inih-® *.o the weft of the meridian of St. Jago, and 
found it (gt directly the contrary way, viz. fouth- weft by weft about one mile an hour, 
which made a great difference in the reckoning of the ffiip’s way, there being little or 
no variation of the compals here. The 10th of December, about eleven in the morning 
we paffed the equinoctial one hundred and ninety-eight miles to th^' weft of St. Jago. 
I fhould have acquainted you before, that in the latitude of four degrees north, we met 
the fouth-eaft trade-wind, (fo called becaufe it always blows between th6fouth-fouth-eaft 
and eaft-fouth-eaft) which commonly holds to twenty-four or twenty-five degrees fouth, 
nr fometimes much farther, and blows from within twenty or thii^ leagues from the 
ebafts of Africa, ‘acrofs that vaft ocean, to within twenty or thirty leagues (and fome- 
times quite home) off the coafts of Brazil. This fouth-em trade-wind we meet within 
various latitudes, accordijig to the fundry feafons of the year ; which from the belt at- 
counts, and my own obfervations both going and coming, I find to come near to the fol- 
lowifigtable* 

January 


4 
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January, February, March, April, 

d. 

about 5. 

0 north 

May 

7 

•0 

June 

8 

0 

July 

9 

0 

Ai '-fll 

to 

30 

‘pten " 'r 

10 

3<> 

iJCfober 

8 

0 

November 

6 

0 

December 

5 

0 


Wo fleered away to the foutnward, keeping as near the wind as we could conveni- 
ently, without ai.y thing remarkable lill ti.e 'Zif" of December, when we loft ourtrade- 
wind in the latitude of twcut- degrees fifty-iw'- minutes fduthj and on the 30th we 
faw the fun to the north of uk at t- civc o’clock at noon, as in the European parts it is 
to the fouth. But notwitlif anding the fi’n’ ' being ui or fo near our zenith, yet the 
refrelhing fquth-eaft gales make the weather cool aej })jca(ant enough. Here I began 
to confider what Quantity of water we had left, ;m.d wiiether fuuicient to carry us 
through, without touching at the Cape of Good '1( oe j and upon examination I found 
about fixtecn tuns, which I thought li d( ,< at Mo .-over we continued our courfe in 
order to get fight of the Cape, flic txx.ci i.. tlio iature part of our reckoning j 

and accordingly, JanuarjMhc 20th, about fix i.. '.uc i veiling, I difeovered from the 
deck the high land, 'ailed the Table land, we being then about fixty miles diftant. 
We flood in all night, and next day about fom in the morning, by the felfe appear- 
■a .. of the high land up the country, the fecond mate, (who then had the morning 
A : ch) being wholly unacquainted with the coafts, ran the fliip fo far into the bay, 

' >'( ' veen. Penguin and Coney Illand, that had I not turned out at that vcjry time, we had 
all moit certainly perifhed, there being a very great fea rolling on the ftiore, no wind to 
govern the fhip, and no anchor ground. I ordered the boat to be hoifted out imme- 
diately, and the fhip to be tow .» abou. and a fmall gale of wind rifing at the lame 
time, it pleafed God we got oif lafe. Here we met wit^ a vaft multitude of feals and 
large whales, that rolled and played about the Ibip, following her fome diftaitce., 
from the fliorc ; alfo a great number of fowls, and particularly a I'ort called alcatros or • 
albotros, being a very large fierce bird, having fexv like a duck, a crooked beak like > 
an eagle, and a great quantity of feathers of the fineft down. 1 fhot feveral of thei% 
and found fome of them to meafure fourteen or fifteen feet from the tip of one^lng 
the tip of the other, when extended. It would be too tedious to^ mention the great 
variety of other bir^ that are feen here, which therefore X will omit till my return^ and 
purfue my defign. 

Ao:or<^gly this day at nocai I took my departure from the Cape of pood Hope, 
baring foOth-eaft by fouth, flxty-nine miles diftance. We continued our courfe 
without meeting wit^i any thing memorable, till the a5th of Februa^, about which 
time we expefted to dftcover the iflands of St. Paul and Amfterdam > but were pre- 
vented by a raoft violent ftorm, which held us forty-eight hours, it being the moft 
terrible ever I met with. On the third day the 'ftorm ceafed, a^ the winduvoured us 
with a ftout pleafant ^ale.' On the yth of March following, .sold* in the latitude of thirty 
degrees tlurty-five mmutes Ibutb, and one hundr^ and twenty-nine miles to the eaft 
of the cape, we met the fouth-eaft trade wind again. Qn the cth of April we made 
Chnftmas Ifland (fo called from its being firft ^covered on tha t day), lo^'iliiyn the 
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latitude of ten degrees, thirty-one minutes fouth, and is four thgufand iix hundred and 
eighty miles to the eaft of the cape. I found my own reckoning very good, becaufe 
I fell in with the faid'ifland exaftly to an hour’s account. 

This ifland looks exceedingly pleafant, being covered with lofty trees, and may 
eafily be known by the following direftions : — Coming from the north weftward it ap* 
pears pretty high, with a faddle in the middle ; the weftermoft land is the higheft, 
trenching away to the northward to a low flat point ; the caftermoft point is low, but 
bluff. 1 founded within eight miles of the low point, but had no ground, though with 
one hundred fathom of line out : the ifland is about feven leagues from eaft to weft. 
On the 6th otApril I fell in with the iflan 4 ofitjdava about one hundred and twenty 
miles to the eaftward of Java- head, and coafted till the 13th along the Ihore, which 
part of the ifland I find very well laid down in the Englilh Pilot, though feldom navigated. 
That day I anchored underMew Ifland, an uninhabited ifland in the Streights of Sunda, 
where we recruited from a town on the coaft of Java, with wood, water and frefli 
provifions, particularly fowls, which are very cheap, .twenty of the largeft being 
generally fold for a piece of eight. Here is alfo plenty of tortoife, and many wild 
beafts, efpecially tigers. A few days before my arrival, the natives killed one that 
had the boldnefs to come to the very paliffadoes of the town (that are built to keep off 
thefe wild beafts), and there deftroyed a woman. The Javans are of a middle ftature, 
tolerable good features, black complexion, long hair, and a very civil fort of people ; 
they fpeak the Mallayo language. They will come off to an Englifh fhip (at hoifting 
your colours) five or fix leagues to fea, in theii fmall boats called praws, which 
generally are not above eleven inches over, and about twelve feet long. Thefe boats 
bring off two or three perfons with fowls, tortoife, eggs, and fruit of all forts, 
wheVcof they have great plenty, and which they fell very cheap, or truck for knives, 
feiffars, &c. We kept turning to the windward till the 20th of April, when we 
fafely arrived at our firft defigned port of Batavia in the faid ifland, being in all five 
months and feven days in our paffage. 

We fpent here forty-two days partly in rc-vldualling and refitting our fhip, the 
boltfprit being fprung, and the heads of our mafts difabled : but the chief caule of 
fo long a flay, was the barbarous and unchriftian-like ufage we met with (as all Eng- 
lifh fubjefls do) from the Dutch general, who refufed to let us have any juanner of 
■neceffaries, as wood, water, rice, &c. without which it was impoflible for us to pro- 
ceed on our voyage : neither would he grant any Englifhman the liberty of lying on 
Jhore (the mornings and evenings being the only time in that hot climate to difpatch 
bufmefS) though he refufes not that privilege to the Portuguefe, or any other nation 
of Europe. All our provifions and water we got off privately, and the latter in bulk 
in open boats without cafks, which could only be done in calm weather. This flay 
gave me an opportunity of being able to give the fhort abftraft folhjwing of that place; 
not but thatj know it has been deferibed more at large by feveral, whofe long refi- 
dence there has given them a much better opportunity than my fliort time and hurry 
of bufinefs would permit. 

The city ol‘ Batavia (fo called from the Latin name of Holland) ftands on the north- 
weft end of the ifland, and is the principal place the Dutch have in the Eaft Indies ; 
where the general or chief governor refides, to whom all other Dutch governments in 
that part of the world are fubjeft. It was formerly called Jacatra, when inhabited by 
the Javans : it is well built, and ftrongly fortified, having a ftone wall, and a large 
ditch^^ furrounds the city ; a citadel, with four regular baftions, which ftands 
wheiHBIatrkftl formerly. Here the governor has a very handfome palace, the 
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road fecured toward the fea by fome iflands, is without difpute .the bell in all the 
Indies, being capable of receiving above a thoufand fliips at once, and having excellent 
good anchor ground. It is a place of very great trade, and. much reforted to, 
cfpecially by the Chincfc, who come thither yearly, with a vafl; many junks laden with 
all forts of China merchandife, as tea, quickfilver, vcrmillion in cakes, ilicklack, 
campliire, copper bars, tiitenague, fans, piaures, all manner of china, and lackered 
ware, foyc, gumbodge, fago, and benjamin, with fundry other drugs and mcrchan- 
difes too tedious to name. A certain annual toll is impofed on the Chinefe here for 
the liberty of wearing their hair, which brings in no fmall income to the government, 
they being much more numerous than % Dutch themfclves. This liberty^of wearing 
their hair is denied them in their own country (as I am informed ) by the i’artars, who 
in the year 1643, having pafTcd that prodigious wall four hundred leagues long, built 
between China and Tartary, conquered the whole empire in lefs than feven years. 
The Chinefe are very proud of having this liberty, and many leave their own country, 
to live where they may be allowed it : the cutting it off being a mark of fubjeftion, 
which the Tartars impofe upon them. 

I'he country is very flat all round the city, but exceeding pleafant, adorned with 
many curious feats, fine gardens, fountains, and large canals, which are let in, and 
run through feveral ifreets of the city, whereby it is rendered both neat and cool : 
on each fide of thefe canals, arc planted rows of fine trees, that are always green, 
which, 'with the beauty and regularity of the buildings, make the ftrecls look very 
agreeable, fo that I think this city, for the bignefs, one of the neatefl: and molt beau- 
tiful in the whole world. 'I’here arc alfo two large piers, that run out about half a 
mile into the fea, and ferve to drain all the canals and inland water that run through 
the city. They are likewife very ufeful for fmall veflels that lie along the piles, where 
they load or unload their cargoes. Above one hundred flaves are employed in taking 
up the mud, and in fcouring the fpace between thefe peers, which otherwife would 
foon be choaked up with what is walked out of the city and country. At the mouth 
of this place arc many alligators or crocodiles ; and if a dead dog, or any other carcafe 
comes down the flreain, it goes not far to fea, but is immediately devoured by them. 
Yet, which is very fl range, I have fecn the natives naked up to the middle in the water 
nettirg for flirimps among thofe monftrous creatures, and they arc feldom hurt by them. 

I cannot omit mentioning here, how narrowly we cfcaped a hellifli plot, formed 
by fome of our own (hip’s crew. t)n the 29th of May following, my gunner, and 
about twenty-two of ihe fcamcn, w'cnt in the long boat to Father Smith’s ifland to do 
fome bufinefs for the fliip ; in the inCeriin, 1 font the gunner’s mate down into the 
powder room for a gun-cafe ; where, to his great furprife, Jie found both the.doors 
open, (the ftaplc of the outer door being drawn) and difeovered a lighted match, 
laid on a dried horfeMtidc (doubtlefs by fome of thofe that were gone afliore, as fliali 
appear more fully hereafter) to a largetrain, and thetrain continuedto fixbarrelsof powder 
which ifhe had not then by good fortune gone down, mull have taken in lefs than a 
quarter of an hour, anddeftroyed us all. He had prefence of mind enough to Aide one of 
his hands gently under, holding the other over to hinder the powder duft from rifing, 
and withdrew the match from the train, which was* fo large that he could take the 
power up by handfuls. This unaccountable piece of villainy (neither the author or 
caufe being known) did greatly aftonifh us. I ufed my utmofl; endeavours to find out 
the bottom of it : after fecuring the powder room, I took the key myfelf, and impa- 
tiently waited the long boat’s return, which did not come back till evening : in the 
mean time I loaded fome piflols and blunderbufles, and lodged them that night in the 
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great cabin, where I pafled the night with feveral others whom I might confide in, and 
placed a trufty centinel at the door ; neither did we go to hlhd, but lay down in our 
deaths by turns, imagining that thofeperfons who could be guilty of fo wicked a defign, 
would not flick at any treacherous means to murder us. 'J"he next morning I called 
together all the flnp^s company upon deck ; and the better to difeover the confpirators, 
I gave all the promifes and alTuranccs imaginable, that if any one would make a di(‘- 
covery of the truth, he Ihould receive fifty poumls reward, and all the protedion I 
could give him. I tried them likewnTe by feparate examination, but all to no purpofe, 
every man feeming equally furprized : and feeing that my bed endeavours to bring 
this affiur to light were unfuccefsful, 1 was obliged to purfiic iny voyage with thofe 
people on Board, more dangerous than even the very Indians I was going to, among 
whom the Englilh were fo ill-ufed lately. Accordingly on the 2d of June I fet fail, in 
company with the fliip Borneo, Captain 'Thomas Lewis commander (bound to the lame 
place, and on the fiime account, in the fervice of the Honourable Kafl India Company ), 
and alfo with the fhip Daulbin, Captain Boadum commander, belonging to Maderafs, 
who w^as bound on a trading vo\ age. Wc failetl together along the north coall of Java. 

In this time of the year the winds between this coail and Borneo, as alfo along the 
coaft of Sumatra are always cadcrly in the offing, and are called the eaftcTly monfoons ; 
but near the fliores there arc land and fca breezes ; the laiul biT^ezes come olT in fht? 
morning about one, tw^i, three, or four o’clock, generally with a fniall ffiower, a gull 
of wind, or fometimes tlumder, whicli gives always a timely warning. 'Idicn we weiglK'd 
anchor and kept the wind, which fometimes would run us a gn at way along the fhore; 
but as the day came on, the wind turned always more about to the call, and would run 
us out of fight of land by noon or thcrealx')iit, at which time it grew generally calm. 
Then wc anchored in the offing with a ftream-anchor in twenty-live or thirty lai hours 
water to hold our own, led the current ffiould carry us to tlie wcitward, till about one 
or two in the afternoon, when we had a freffi gale of wind right from tlie lea, witii 
which we made fuch flants in towards the fhore, that we might be lure to get lb near 
land as to anchor in about four fathoms water before the fea-l)recze was pall, otherwife 
wc ffiould lofe much of the benefit of the next morning land-wind. 'Lhis method of 
turning along the lliore is very pleafant, by reafon of the certainty (d' the winds and 
fincncls of the weather ; by which means I had the opportunity of having an exad: 
view of the coafl, which is very agreeable, being always green ; and when the land- 
winds come firfl off they bring with them a moil delicious fmell. 'i’his coaft abounds 
in all forts of provifioris, whereof great quantities are carried [o Batavia, cfpecially 
from the north-cafl part, whcTc there is mofl plenty. 'There is no jjort of note Iruin 
Batavia till you come to tliarabon, which is fifty-fix leagues to the (‘afl of it ; but you 
fee Samarang, Japara, and Roombong, places wffiere the Dutch have fettlements : at 
the laft they get great quantities of oak for building, but I thinly it much inferior to 
our Englifh oak. Thefe parts alfo afford great plenty of rice, fall, fugar, wliite fugar- 
candy, tamiriiids ; and as for other provifions, there are oxen, goats, eggs, ducks, and 
almoft all forts of fowls, &c. Wherever you fee a grove of cocoa-nut trees (which 
abound here) as you fail along the ffiore, there you are fure to find a fmall town of 
the Javans, wlio arc very civil, and will fupply you with what you plcafe of the produce 
of their country, at a much cheaper rate, and with much more humanity than the Dutch. 

I was informed ihait the Dutch government reaches no farther than a place called 
Sooroobaya, which is a fmall pleafant village of the Javans, where I touched and 
bouj^lt fome provifions ; but it is no good place to water at. 1 will not trouble you 
with the delliiption of it (nothing here being remarkable) but proceed to a place 
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called Arabaya, on the ifland of Madura, that lies on the north-eafl end of Java. It is 
a place very convenient bbth for vidualling and watering, and the inhabitants are a 
very civil people. 

The town Hands on the north-weft end of Madura, about eight ’leagues from the 
weftermoft land, about a quarter of a mile up a ftnall river, which lies to the weftward 
of the firft large and moll north point of land ; though in all the fea-charts that I ever 
faw it is laid down to the eaftward of the point : it is at the bottom of a deep bay, in 
which you may anchor, but more commodioufly off the point. You cannot mifs your 
way into the river, becaul’e there arc ftakes ftuck on both fidcs of the channel for a 
quarter of a mile out to fca. In the dry fcafon it affords water fufficient at half tide 
for a large long boat loadcn to go over the bar, and in the rainy feafon at low water. 
When I was there, I faw two Chinefe, who called themfelves Shabanders, which fig- 
nifies governor of a port, and were very ferviccablc in keeping the natives in fubjeftion, 
and managing the whole trade of the place. The town is large, and the pleafanteft I 
have feen belonging to the Javans. On the muddy banks of the river, at low water, 
are great numbers of alligators, ahd variety of fea-fowls ; we Ihot feveral of both kinds, 
they fuffering us to come very near them. 

The 14th of June 1714, we all anchored under the little Ifland of Carimonjava, 
Captain Boadum’s cai^o being partly faltpetrc, we agreed with him for fifteen tons 
a piece, the better to enable our fliip to make fail when laden with pepper : but when 
we came to pay for it we foon found the reafon of the black defign hatched againft us in 
the road of Batavia ; for having called for a certain fmall cheft of the Company’s treafure, 
containing about five hundred pounds ftcrling, to our great furprife it was not to be 
found ; and notwithftanding all the ftrid fearch and enquiry we made among the ftiip’s 
company, we could hear nothing of it. We fent for another cheft, which when brought 
we opened, and found upcm examination half the money gone which it fliould have 
contained according to the invoice ; fo that what was miffing of this, with the other 
entire cheft, amounted to near one thoufand pounds. 'I'his made the cafe plain, that 
whoever ftole the money, ilie fame were the perfons tliat attempted to blow up the 
Ihip, with all thofe that had not a hand in their villainy, that there might be nobody left 
to call them to an account ; as it has often happened that thieving fervants, when they 
have robbed their mailer’s houfc of plate or money, fet it on fire in the night, and if 
they can, burn the whole family in order to cover the theft. This was a heavy mif- 
fortunc, and particularly afl’eded me, being the firft time 1 ever had the honour to 
ferve the honourable Kail India Company. This villainy would not have flopped here, 
but would have been of farther evil confequence, had it not been prevented, as fliall 
:i}3pear In'rcafter. . * 

However, we paid Captain Boadum ; and having weighed anchor the 17th m the 
twening, we parted with him, and made the beft of our way towards the port of Banjar 
MaflTcen, where we afrived the •29th of June at twelve o’clock at night, and anchored 
in the road without the bar, called Toniberneo, in eight fathoms water. iVt five next 
morning we held a confultation, and agreed to run over the bar a little w'ay up the 
river, where we might have a better opportunity of proceeding on our defigns ; which 
1 accordingly did, keeping the little ifland of Poolo-Cocket open off the kft point of 
the river half its breadth. I came to anchor at twelve at noon about a quarter of a 
mile within the river’s mouth, in four fathoms and a half water, over againft a river 
called Biajo fmall river. The Borneo had not fo good fortune as we in getting over the 
bar, for ffie ftuck faft aground until the next tide, w'heu Ihe got off and came to anchor 
juft by us. 
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Chap. W.—A Dcjcriptkn of the \fland of Borneo ; of the Inhabitants, Manners, Ctijloms, 

Prochibl of the Country, 

THE ifland of ISornco, fo called from a city of that name, lies on the north of Java, 
and on the eaft of Sumatra and of the peninfula of Malacca. It is fituate hetweea 
feven degrees thirty minutes north latitude, and four degrees ten minutes fouth, under 
the cquino£tial, which divides it into two unequal parts, leven degrees thirty minutes 
lying northward of it, and four degrees ten minutes louthward ; fo that it is in length 
feven hundred miles, in breadth lour hundred and eighty, and in circuit about two 
thoufand. It is counted thebiggclt ifland, not only in the Indian Sea^ but in the whole 
world, extept perhaps California in the South Sea. 

The air, confidcring the climate, all round the ifland along the lea coall . is pretty 
temperate, becaufe of the refrefliing fea-breezes that blow always about eleven in the 
morning on the fouth parts, otherwife the heat would be infupporlable ; but it is very 
unwholefonic becaufe of the moiltncls, in the. fouth parts efpccially. For about the 
river of Banjar Mallccn, many fcorc miles near the Idi, the country looks like a foreft, 
being full of prodigious tall trees, between which is nothing but vail fvvamps of mud. 
At high water you may fail in a great way among thefe trees in leveral places, but :it 
low water it is all mud, upon which the fun, efpecially in the' equinox, darting his 
fcorching beams perpendicularly, raifes noilome vapours, logs, &c. which afterwards 
turn into moll violent lliowers, that fall more like cataracts than rain, and are very 
cold, being followed generally by cooling winds ; fo that the weather changing fud- 
dcnly from fcorching heat to chilling cold, caufes the air tt) be fiekly and unhealthlul. 
In the beginning of the rainy feafon there is no fleeping for the noife which the frogs 
make, whereof there is a vaft multitude in thefe fwampy woods ; and a great number 
being left, with their fpawn and other flime and filth on the mini, when the dry feafon 
begins (which is commonly in April, and h.olds till September) they die, and the car- 
cafes lie rotting, and occafion a very noifome llink and corruption in the air. During 
all this dry feafon the wind is eaflcrly between the fouth coafls of Borneo and the 
Ifle of Java ; and this is by much the more healthy part of the year ; but from Sej)- 
tember, or thereabouts, to about April, the wefferly winds reign, with violent Ifornis, 
prodigious rain, thunder and lightning almoft daily ; for during this I'eafon it is rare to 
have two hours of fair weather in tw'enty-four on the fouth coafl of this ifland ; and 
though the other feafon is fo fair, yet you are fure to have a fliower for about an hour 
every day at the coming in of the fca-brcczes, wdiich cools the air, and makes it very 
agreeable. 

The country abounds with pepper, the beft dragons’-blood,bezoar, mofl excellent cam- 
phor,’pine-appIes, pumble-nofes, citrons, oranges, water-melons, mufk-melons, plantains, 
bananas, cocoa-nuts, and with all forts of fruit that is generally found.hi any part of the Kaff: 
Indies. The mountains yield diamonds, gold, tin, and iron ; the foreds honey, cotton, 
deer, goats, buflaioes, and wild oxen, wild hogs, fmall horfes, bears, tigers, elephants, 
and a multitude of monkies. Here are fmall hog-deers (the feet of which are often 
ufed for tobacco Hoppers, when tipped) which they catch in this manner; wlien 
they find the ‘track of thefe creatures, they dig fquare holes in the earth, about five 
feet over and four feet deep, which they cover over with a little flraw, or fuch like, 
and fift fomeduft thereon, fo that the hog-deer in pafling over falls in. The monkeys, 
apes, and baboons are of many different forts and fhapes ; but the mofl remarkable 
are thofe they call Oran-ootans, which in their language fignifics men of the woods : 
thefe grow up to be fix feet high j they walk upright, have longer arms than men, 
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tolerable good faces (hjndfomcr I am furc than fomc Hottentots that I have feen) 
large teeth, no tails, nor hair but on thofe parts where it grows on human bodies ; they 
are very nimble-footed, and mighty ftrong ; they throw great ftones, flicks, and billets, 
at thofe perfons that oflend them. I'he natives do really believe that thefe were for- 
merly men, but metamorpholed into beafts for their blafphemy. They told me many 
Itrange Rories of them, too thiiious to be iaferted here. 1 bought one, out of curiofity, 
for fix Spanifli dollars; it lived with me feven months, but then died of a flux; he 
was too young to flicw me .many pranks, therefore I lhall only tell you that he was a 
great thief, and loved (Irong liquors ; for if our backs w'cre turned, he would be at 
the punch bowl, and very often would open the brandy-cafe, take out a bottle, drink 
plentifully, and put it very carefully into its place again. lie llept lying along in a 
human 'pbflure, with one hand under his head. He could not fwim, but 1 know not 
whether he might not be capable of being taught. If at any time I was angry with 
him, he would figh, fob, and cry, till he found that I was reconciled to him ; and 
though he was but about twelve months old when he died, yet he was flrongcr than 
any man in the Ihip. 

As to the birds, I met with none fuch as we have in England, except the fparrow. 
Here arc parrots and^ parroquets of various forts and fizes, from the bignefs of a bul- 
fmeh to that of a raven ; particularly a fort, called by the Banjareots lurce, that arc 
brought hither by the Macaflars, w’hich they fo much admire for their beauty, docility,, 
and Kveet fmell, that there are lew houfes without one of them ; they give fometimes 
fix or feven pieces of eight for one ; I bought fevcral, but the cold weather at fea 
killed them. Here arc fuch vafl multitudes of bats, that at particular times (viz. jufl 
before the fetting in of the wcfterly inonfoon) towards evening I have feen the fky al- 
moft: darkened by them, when at 'I'atas, flying from the weft towards the eaft for the 
fpacc of two hours. I fliot one in the woods, whofe body in fhape, colour, and fmell was 
like a fox, liaving head, ears, and teeth, &c. as big as a young one : the wings when 
fpread, meafured, from the tip of the one to the tip of the other, five feet four inchcf!. 

The rivers and the f.'a coafts afford plenty of fifh, as mullets, breams, &c. a fort of fifh 
called cockup, the boft tailed foreign fifh I ever met with; and many other forts which we 
have not in Europe, particularly the cat-fifh, which is much eftcemed by the natives, but 
fcldom eaten by the Englifh. I think the flefli of the young ones is of a tolerable rclifh, 
but very lufeious. There are fome of five or fix feet long, they have no fcalcs, their heads 
arc large, not unlike a cat’s head, having barbs very like a cat’s whifkers. The fiver 
Banjar difehargeth its waters into the fea, in the latitude of three degrees ei<>-hteen 
minutes fouth. It is remarkable, tliat at the latter end of the dry foafon, wlten the 
fprings arc low the water is of a brackifli tafte up as high *as China river ; at which 
time the cat-filh follow the boats in great numbers, and getting under the bottom of 
‘them make a dreadful groaning; it furprifed me much at firft. Iii this river are 
caught prawns generally fix or eight inches long ; alfo very large i-ock oyftqrs at a little 
ifland callcu Pooloobatoo. * 

The natives are of two forts, viz. tlinfe that inhabit in or near the ports of trade 
(as particularly the Batijareens), and the inhabitants of the inland coiintry ; for the 
former are of a middle ftature, rather under than over, well fliaped and clean limbed 
being generally better featured than the Guinea negroes : their hair is lono- and black* 
their complexion fomewhat darker than Mulattos, but not quite fo'black as The aforefaid 
negroes ; they arc affronted if you call them black men. Both men and women value 
thcmfelves m a particular manner if they are whiter than ordinary,. They are very weak 
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of body, which is occafioned chiefly by their lazy unaflive life, and mean diet, not having 
the .opportunity of walking, or of any land exercife, and working feldom, but are always 
in a fitting pouure, either in their boats or houl’es ; neither do they ftir without it be 
out of abfolute neceflity. They ufed to laugh at us for walking about in their houfes, 
telling us that it looked as if we were mad, or knew not what we did : “ If,” fay they, 
“ you have any bufinefs at the other end of the roonf*, why do you not ftay there ; 
if not, why do you go thither ; why always ftalking backwards and forwards ?” If 
the Banjareens have but a quantity of rice and fait, they think themfelves very richj 
for if they throw a carting net at their door, they need not fear the want of a dinner, 
fo great abundance of fifli is in that river. 

i'he women are very little, but very well fliaped, having much handfomer features 
and better complexion than the men ; they walk very upright, and tread well, turning 
their toes out, which is contrary to the purchafe of molt Indians. I believe it is a 
cuftom forced upon them by their walking on the logs that float upon liio river before 
their doors from houfe to houfe, as I fhall explain more at large by and by. They 
are very conftant when married, but very loofc when Angle; neither is her former 
compliance counted a fault in a wife ; and the mothers do often proftitute their 
daughters at eight or nine years of age for a ftiiall lucre. They generally marry at 
that age, and fometimes under; but as they arc foon ripe for matrimony, their fer- 
tility foon decays, for they are generally part childbearing at twenty or twenty-five; it 
is rare that a woman holds till thirty. They live to a tolerable good age, and ufe 
daily bathing in the rivers, and arc expert fwimmers. Every day whilrt w'e remained 
at Tatas we faw the river full of men, women, and children, even fome in arms, 
which they carry in for health’s fake, to which this way of bathing murt needs 
be very beneficial and refrefhing in fo hot a climate. 

In burying their dead they take care to lay their heads towards the north, and pul 
into the grave with them a great deal of camphor, and fevcral things neceflary for the 
fupport of life ; for what end the camphor is depofited there 1 know not ; but the 
latter is according to an old Eagan curtom, that has been handed down to them, as 
believing that thofe provifions were ufeful to them in their journey to the other world : 
but now being Mahometans they fay they do it only as a mark of refpecl. 'Ehey carry 
them in boats as near as they can to the burying-place, attended by their friends in 
great order and ceremony, being drellcd all in white, with lighted torches in their 
hands, though it be in the day time. 

The inland inhabitants are much taller and ftronger bodied men than the Banjareens, 
fierce, warlike and barbarous. They are called Byajos, an idle fort of people, hating 
indurtry or trade, and living generally upon rapine and the fpoil of their neighbours ; 
their religion is Paganifm, and their language diflerent from that fpoken by the Ban- 
jarcens. I’hey go naked and only have a fmall piece of cloth thaf eovers their private 
parts ; they^ftain tiieir bodies with blue, and have a very odd cuftdni of making holes 
in th(! fort part of iluir cars when young, into which they thrull: large plugs, and by 
continual pulling down thefe plugs the holes grow in time fo large, that when they 
come to man’.vllatc, their cars hang down to their very fhoulders. The biggeft end 
of the plug is as broad as a crown piece, and is tipt with a thin plate of wrought gold. 
I'he men of quality do generally pull out their fore teeth and put gold ones in their 
room. They fomeiinies wear, by way of ornament, rows of tigers’ teeth rtrung ’and 
hung round their necks and bodies. Thofe of them that were fubjedt to the Sultan 
of Caitangee (tjfhom 1 fhall have occafion to mention often hereafter) arc now in re- 
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belHon againft him ; he that headed them made pretences to the crown, and was fet 
up by thefe mountaineers* againll; the prefent Sultan, to whofe government they are 
very averfe, who was chofen by the general confcnt of the people, at lead; of the civi- 
lized trading part of them. But this pretender, before I came away, was difpatched 
by poifon. However, fome of thefe people, viz. thofc that live near the ports of 
trade, are in fubjedion to their different Kings or Sultans } the others live in clans by 
thcmlelvcs, without Kings, or any form of government. I have feen fome of the 
former come down the river to the port of Banjar Maffeen in very ill-fhaped prows ; 
and bring down gold duff,' diamonds, bezoar-ftones, rattans, and fundry other mer- 
chandifes. The Banjareens will not fuffer the Europeans to have any acquaintance or 
trade with them, but do purchafe the goods from them, which they fell to us at a 
greater price. And 1 do verily believe, that the many frightful ftorics they tell of 
thofe people’s barbarity and cruelty, are only invented on purpofe to deter us from 
having any acquaintance or commerce with them, which would be a great diflidvantage 
to the latter ; though iome of thefe reports may be true : as to their women I never 
faw any of them, and fo can give no account of them. The illand is divided into dif- 
ferent kingdoms, having their particular Kings or Sultans, whom they call Rajas. 

There arc in this ifland four chief ports of trade, viz. the city of Borneo, fituate on 
the north, in the latitude of four degrees thirty minutes north ; Paffeer on the eaft 
fide, in the latitude of one degree fifteen minutes fouth j Succadana on the weft, 
in the latitude of fifteen minutes fouth ; and the port of Banjar Maffeen on the 
fouth, in the latitude of three degrees eighteen minutes fouth. Here was formerly 
a town called Banjar, about twelve Englifh miles from the fca, built partly upon floats 
of timber, partly upon ftilts ; it was near it the Englilh factory was eftablilhcd, but 
there is not fo much as the remains of a town to be feen now, the inhabitants having 
removed to other jilaces, but moft to Tartas or Tatas, a city about fix miles further up 
the river. As to the three former I can give no particular account of them from my 
own obfervation, but by what I learnt from the Banjareens. As to the laft I fliall be 
verv particular, all that I fhall mention touching it being of my own knowledge, and 
have taken more pains than ordinary that 1 might be more capable of informing the 
Honourable I'laft liulia C'ompany of the methods that may be ufed in order to fettle a 
trade there : and 1 uare fay, no perfon ever had a greater opportunity of knowing thofe 
matters than myielf. 1 lhall only fay that there are fcveral Kings or Rajas in the in- 
land country ; as alfo the cities of Borneo, Succadana and Paffeer have each of them 
one ; that formerly ijjl the other Rajas (as well as he to whom Banjar Maffeen be- 
longs) were fubjeri to the Raja of Borneo, who was a fiipreme King over the^w'hole 
ifland j but now his authority is mightily decreafed, and thene arc other Kings equal, 
if not more powerful than himfelf, particularly the Sultan of Caitangee. His name is 
•Pannomboang, and'ftyles himfelf Sultan of Caitangee, which is the city where he re- 
fidcs, fituate within one hundred tniles of the port of Banjar Maffeen. His brother 
is another King, and ftyles himfelf Sultan of Negarree, a city about three hundred 
miles up the main river, w'here he refidcs. But the former is the greateft, by reafon 
of the trade and the culloms he receives from this port, which may be computed to 
amount to fix or eight ihoufand pieces of eight per annum. But I thibk 1 have faid 
enough of thefe general matters, and it is time to give an account of our particular 
proceedings after our arrival in the river. , 

After we had caft anchor as aforefaid, we efpied a fmall praw or boat under the 
fliore j we fent in a very civil manner to the perfons that were in it, and intreated 
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them to come on bo^rd. We lay then with our Englilh colours flying, at which they 
were much furprized, knowing how fevcrely they had ufed our countrymen, when 
laft among them. However, partly through fear, and partly through our kind invita- 
tion, they came on board. They were very poor-looked creatures, that had been at 
Tomberneo, and were returning to Tatas. We cxprcfled all the civility imaginable 
towards them, gave them fome fmall prefents, and defired that they would acquaint 
their King or grandees in the country, that there were two Englilh Ihips come to 
buy pepper of them ; that we were not come to quarrel, but to trade peaceably, and 
would pay them very honcftly, and comply with all reafonable demands according to 
what Ihould be hereafter agreed on. I'hey inquired whether we were Company Ihips, 
to which we did not readily anfwer them ; but before we did, they proceeded and faid, 
that if we were, they, as friends, would ad vile us to depart the port forthwith,' becaufe 
their Sultan and their oran-cays, or great men, would by no means have any dealings 
with us. We deligned to have lent our boat that night to their town called Tatas, 
which is about thirty miles above the place where we lay, that llie might arrive there 
by day-light the next morning ; but thofc, perfons difl'uaded us from it, afluring u.s 
that we ftould foon have news from their Sultan ; and that fome of their men would 
not fail to be down with us the next day. 'I’hen they took their leave of us, returning 
us many thanks for our prefents. 

The next day came on board of us a boat, with one Cay Rouden Tacka, and Cay 
Chetra Uday, being melTengers from the King. We received them as civilly as pof- 
lible. The firll thing they inquired, was whether we were Company Ihips, or feparate 
traders ; that if the former, we need not wait for an anfwer, and that it would be our 
bell way to be gone ; deliring carncftly that what anfwer we lliould return them might 
be fmcere; for that whatever we faid to them Ihould be told the Sultan. Finding no 
other method to introduce ourfelves, wc were forced to alfurc them that we were pri- 
vate traders, and came thither on our own account to buy pepper. This we did, be- 
lieving we might in time have a better opportunity of making our honourable malters 
known, and of exculing the heavy crimes laid on their former fervants, whofc ill 
conduct had been the caufc of the fadiory’s being deftroyeil. They alkcd us why we 
came thither rather than to any other place, fmccour countrymen had lo grofsly abufed 
them ? We anfwered. that we were ftrangers to that all'air; and that at firll we defigned 
to go to Pallambam ; but being informed that pepper was much cheaper here, we 
were willing firll to try this market. They alfo inquired what number of men and 
guns we had, and call 'their eyes llily about to endeavour to guefs of what llrength we 
were for they are exceeding jealous of all Europeans. 

Tovyards night they departed, and we gave them fome guns. They left two per- 
fons on board, with whom they defired that our liriguill would come up to the town 
the next day, to give anfwer to fuch other qucllions as might be afeed. We gave in-' 
ftruftions to our linguill to tell them, that we were two fmall feparate llock-lhips ; 
that we wefe informed at Batavia, that pepper was very cheap at this p6rt, fo chofe 
rather to come hiiher than to Pallambam : we ordered him to learn on what conditions 
they would oiler to trade with us, and who were the properell perfons to apply to ; 
to profs a fpee'dy meeting : and if they afked what wc had to purchafe pepper with, 
to tell them Mexico pieces of eight, (for the pillar-dollars they will not take) ; to 
give them kind invitations to come on board ; to write down all queftions and anfwers: 
and if any thing of confequence Ihould be further alked, to give no afl'urances or 
anfyirers of lltemfelves, but to plead ignorance, and to refer all to the merchants, (for 
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' fo they were to call us, and not Supercargoes, which would have created a jealoufy 
that we belonged to the Company ;) to take care to keep the failore Sober, and in good 
order ; with Some other inftrudions lefs material. 

Having given them thefe general dire£Uons, we Sent them away the ad of July at 
two o’cbck in the morning. One of the linguifts was an Englilhman, the other a 
Javan, whom we hired at Batavia ; but we put moft confidence in the firil. They re- 
turned that very night, and told us, we (hould have an anfwer in feven days from the 
Sultan of Caytangee, and in eleven from the Sultan of Negarree. They alfo brought 
us a caution from the Banjareens to beware of fome large pirate praws manned with 
about a hundred of the Byajo men, that lay (kulking thereabouts. But before this 
advice came, we were like to have felt fome of the cruel effefts of their barbarity 
through our own inadvertency : for that day about noon we faw three large praws 
under the fliore, which had fliot up the river a little above our fhips : whereupon, 
imagining they were Banjareens, and hoping to get fome better information in relation 
to trade, 1 went into the long-boat in company with Mr. Bartholomew Swartz, chief 
Supercargo of the Borneo, Mr.* John Beaq^er, chief Supercargo of my (hip, and Mr. 
John Gerard, our afliftant and purfer, with five men and a boy. We carried only two 
mulkets, and a Small fowling-piece, with two cartouch-boxes ; but had we thought of 
meeting with Such barbarians as we did, we Ihould have been much better provided. 
We hoifted our fail, and flood towards them ; but they rowed with all their m^ht 
from ’us ; and finding we were like to come up with them, they ran their three veffels 
up a creek among the trees, which were exceeding thick, hanging over the water, and 
gave fo great a melter that there was no wind for us to fail up the creek after them : 
however, we made in, thinking they were bound no further. But being come clofe 
to the mouth of the creek, we faw their praws a little way up, and no men in them : 
for they, being about a hundred in number, were got afhore among the trees, defign* 
ing to draw us in, and deftroy us all ; which they might eafily have done, had they 
all equalled the courage and refolution of their leader : for the creek was not above 
ten yards over, and they exceeded us in number above ten to one, being armed with 
javelins, fampits, and poifoned arrows. We called aloud, and aiked them what they 
had to fell, with fome other queftions, but received no anlwer till we were got up into* 
the creek ; when on a Sudden we heard a horrible fhout, after the manner of thefe 
barbarians j and at the fame time their captain advanced boldly towards the boat, 
threw a javelin at us, and immediately after Ihot an arrow. It was fortunate for us 
that his men were not fo forward, and Seemed difmayed, keeping back among the 
trees, but let fly a fhower of their poifoned arrows among us, which however ,did us 
no damage. We immediately put ourfelves in a pofture of defence, and prVented 
our Small arms, but were at firfl unwilling to fire, leafl Such a proceeding flioufd fruf- 
• trate our defign of* trading in the port. But feeing no other remedy, and perceiving 
by their drefs and language that they were not Banjareens, we discharged our pieces 
at them, which put them to flight. Scouring in among the trees; though even in^heirretreat 
they ceafed not to let fly their arrows at us, after the manor of the antientParthians. Whilft 
Mr. Gerard was loading our guns again, we ufed our pocket-piflols, firing wherever 
we faw a bulh wag. In the meantime the Sailors were in great confafion, but not 
idle, haling the boat by the means of the boughs and Ihrubs, until they got her out ; 
before which we had discharged our pieces a Second time. But ,we faw no more of 
thefe villains, they being frightened at the noife, and danger of our fire-arms. We 
were not a little pleafed at our narrow efcape. What lofs the enemy W we know 
not ; but our good fortune brought us off without fo much as one wound. We 
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brought away Come darts that /luck in the fide and fail of qur boat. Thefe people 
go naked, having only a chawat, or fmall piece of cloth, about the breadth of a 
hand, to cover their privy parts. Their bodies were all over /lained with blue } and 
they feemed to be ftrong, tall men, like the mountaineers fpoken of before. 

We remained on board without any further anfwer until the 6th of July, when Cay 
Rouden Taka, and Cay Chetra Uda came on board. They brought ns prefents of 
fruit, fowls, eggs. See. which we had rather been without, knowing that our return 
for thofe trifles muft be expenfive, though we were too often troubled with fuch mer- 
cenary civilities. 

They told us, that the Sultan’s pleafure was, that we fhould come up to Tatas to 
hold a bechara, or confultation, with Pangarang Purba Negarree, or Prince of 
Negarree, (who is a Prince of the royal blood) promi/ing that they would flay as a 
pledge till our return. Whereupon the other fupercargoes went awayl^in the yth of 
•July, about eleven in the morning, Captain Lewis and myfelf remaining on board to 
entertain thofe grandees. When they arrived at Tatas, they were introduced to the 
Prince; who, upon enquiry, underllanding thatthey were not the captains, he ordered them 
to bring us along with them to the next confultation. He examined them ftridlly whe- 
ther wc were feparate traders ; which being affirmed, he faid, that we were welcome ; 
and alking what quantity of pepper would load us, he was anfwered four or five thou- 
fand peculls. We had prefented him with an extraordinary good fdver watch, and in 
return he promifed mighty fervices ; but at the fame time told them, that the Sultan 
being now at war with the rebels, who inhabit the pepper country, that commodity 
was grown very dear ; therefore he could not come to an exaft price, nor fign a con- 
trad, becaufe the Sultan’s great feal was not there, with which all fuch contrads are 
figned. It is remarkable, that no bufmefs can be done in thofe parts, nor fcarce admit- 
tance gained to any of their great men, till he underftands by his fervants that the perfon 
is not come empty handed. 

The next evening the fupercargoes came back, and on the i ith the aforementioned 
Cays returned on board, and defired .us to go with them to the Prince. They flayed 
with us that night, and wc made them very merry ; for though k be againft their re- 
ligion to drink ftrong liquors, yet we foon perceived that they were no enemies to 
arrack or wine. The next day 1 fet out about two in the morning with the other 
fupercargoes ; fome in mine, and the reft in the Borneo’s pinnace ; having ordered 
my two trumpeters to attend us, that we might appear with more advantage. 

We went up the river for about twenty-two miles, where we turned off into a nar- 
row bi'anch of it. This river is extremely pleafant, being about twice as broad as the 
Thames at Gravefend, having a vaft number of prodigious tall trees on each fide that 
are always green. I remarked here four very agreeable iflands at fome miles diflance 
one from another, each being fituate about the middle of the river.' The firft is called 
Pooloococljet, being covered with trees, fome of which are of a vaft height. You may 
fee it before you enter the river, and it ferves as a land-mark to fail over the bar. 
I'here is a large land fpits out all around it, but Ihoots itfelf out fartheft at the north 
and fouth end, which muft be carefully avoided ; for if a fhip ground, the ebbs are fo 
very ftrong, becaufe of the land-waters, that it might wring her to pieces ; befides, 
^reat drifts of trees come down the river continually, which in fuch a cafe would be of 
ill confequence. Befides, it is fomewhat dangerous, becaufe of the often fhifting of the 
land : the belt advice I can give is to anchor any where about a mile or two within the 
river’s ^mouth, where the ground is clear, and water enough from fide to fide : then 
read your boat to found oft the aforefaid illand, and buoy it t which after you have 
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paflcd, keep the ftarboard ihore on board within your fhip's length j or, if you pleafe, 
nearer, at. any time of tide, but beft on the flood j for the ebbs run fo ftrong in fomc 
feafons, that for want of wind, which the trees keep off, you will find it very difficult 
to get a-head when you come to open the firft river on your ftarboard fide, which is 
pretty broad, and is called China river as you go up. You muft flieer off towards the 
middle, to avpid a fpit that fhoots out from the larboard entrance of that river’s 
mouth } but you have gradual foundings. 

The tide flows here but once in twenty-four hours, and that always in the day-time j 
in the fpring-tides the water rifes about twelve feet ; but in the night there is only a 
kind of flagnation of the water when the tide comes in, and never rifes above half a 
foot, unlefs it be in very dry weather : the reafon is, that befides the ftrong current of 
the inland waters, the land-winds, which blow always in the night with more vigour 
than at other times, make fo great a rcfiftance that the flood cannot rife to any con- 
fiderable height. 

This river China runs up as far as the tovim of Tatas, and is navigable not only thi- 
ther, but a confiderable way farther for the biggcll fliip in the world. All the China 
junks go up the faid river, and from hence I fuppofe it has its name. All other fhips 
that will go up fo far mufl take the fame courfe ; but our fhips lay higher up the 
main river, over againft the fadory, which was at the entrance of another river, 
fmaller than the former, and which you meet next on the ftarboard fide alfo as you go 
up : it is called Tatas Small River j between which place, if you keep neareft the 
ftarboard fide, there is no danger. We paffed China river about nine or ten in the 
morning, and about eleven got to the fmall river laft mentioned, which is much the 
neareft way for fmall veflbls or boats. It was no little diverfion to us in our paffage, to 
fee the prodigious multitude of monkeys and baboons of all forts that fwarmed on the 
trees on each fide of us ; fevcral with their young ones hanging about their necks. 
We fliot many of them ; but at the report of a gun they make a terrible buftle with 
with tlieir jumping and fcouring from tree to tree : they would fliake off their young 
ones, and make the woods ring and echo with their loud fquealing ; the found of our 
trumpets had the fame effed on them. The natives never hurt them, which makes 
them fo void of fear, that they will let you come very near them. W^e faw many 
alligators funning themfcives on the mud, feveral of which we fliot at, but to no 
purpofe. 


We had eight miles to go up this river, which is very crooked, where the fcorching 
heat of the fun would have been as troublefome to us as thefc fights were diverting j 
but it being narrow, *and the trees wonderful high on each fide, we were prey:y well 
fiiaded from the heat. - We could not fee the town till we were juft entering into it, 
bccaufe of the tallnefs of the trees that ftand clofe together. It confifts of about three 
.hundred houfes, moft of them built on floats in the river, which is here about a hun- 
dred yards over j but the houfes of the poorer fort are built on ftilts in the mud on 
each fide. -The owners are forced at high water to make ufe of boats to get into the 
lioufes ; and at low water they have large logs that lie from houfe to houfe, on which 
they walk. The houfes on the floats are built on vaft logs or trees laid and trunneled 
together, or bound ftrongly with cables made of rattans, and faftenftd by the like 
cables to the &ees on fhore, and to one another. Each houfe confifts only of one 
floors divided into fundry apartments, according to the family j ;he Tides being only 
f^t bamboo plated t^ofs-wife ; and they are thatched on the top with cajans, much 

S f ft!**? r ° °*^‘'**‘ 'I’hough thefe houfes are tolerably 

nigh for the fake of air, yet the eaves hang over the Tides within five feet of the logs 
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or ftage they are built upon, to keep out the fun. Here runs a very ftrong eblv 
■which foraetimes breaks their moorings, or what fallens them to the Ihore ; andyoa 
may fee three or four houfes adrift at a time. I have been informed, that fome houfes 
having broke loofe m the night, whilft the people were afleep, drove out into the mm 
river, and thence to fea j which is very probable, becaufe the jBood fometimes runs 
very weak, when, on the contrary, the ebb is exceeding rapid and ftrong. 

When I firft got into the town, I was furprifed to fee thefe fioating noufes, and 
the people in great numbers paddling up and down from houfe to home in fmall but 
neat built canoes or praws. The curiolity of feeing us had brought a great many lo 
town from all parts of the country, which caufed it to be more crowded with people 
and boats, than it had been in many years before. On our firft entrance I ordered the 
trumpets to found ; the fine echo from the woods and waters added to the Harmony 
of our mufic. Moll of the natives were aftonilhed at the fudden noife, and fome 
fled one way and fome another in their little boats, with all the confufion of a frightened 
multitude. The number of ugly black ferry men was fo great, the ftink of the oil 
or ointment wherewith they befmear their bodies daily lo noifome, and the fultry 
heat fo exceflive, that I had almoft perfuaded myfelf I was palling the river Styx, or 
Phlegeton in Hell. We were conducted to Cay Arrea's houfe, who is the principal 
trader in town, but not a very ftrift obferver of juftice, and was afterwards intro- 
duced into the Prince's prefence, who fat crofs-legged at the upper end of the room, 
w'ith Cay Arrea on his left, and Cay Demon on his right. There was alfo the chief 
of the Chinefe, who lives there, and is a very confiderable trader, befides fcveral 
other great men. We were ordered to fit down crofs-legged, juft oppofite to the 
Prince ; which we no fooner did but the houfe was immediately filled with other 
Indians of the meaner fort, who fat down behind us ; fo that we were almoft ftified 
with heat, and the ftench proceeding from their abundant perfpiration. Our crew 
waited with the pinnaces at the door. 

The Prince, with a very referved countenance, after a profound filence, fpoke firft 
to us, and let us know that they had great rcafon to be jealous of all Europeans ; and 
that the Sultan did infill that we Ihould bring up our Ihips into the narrow river, or 
even into the town, as a fecurity for the fafety of his fubjedls ; and that it would 
forward our loading, and be other ways advantageous. We excufed it in the hand- 
fomeft manner we could, telling him that our men being ufed to a colder climate, 
could not live in that warm fituation without the fea-breezes. This indeed was one 
rcafon ; but the chief was, that if we Ihould comply, we muft be fubjeft to their 
power'to ufe us as they pleafed, Ihould they at any time difeover that we were Com- 
pany Ihips, by way of reprifal, and in revenge for the injuries they complained to have 
been done by our former factory ; and knowing that they were as willing to take our 
money as we their pepper, we abfolutely refufed to yield to that' propofal j and told 
him, that we tvouUl return to our Ihips, and ftay three days for an anfwer, but no 
longer. "Wc dii'eourfed on divers fubjecls for about three hours : and when we were 
about to depart, the Prince dcfired our longer ftay, becaufe the Sultan had given ftrift 
orders to Cay, Arrea to entertain us whenever we came very handfomcly at his charge- 
And immediately fcveral large gold and filver bowls neatly wrought were brought in 
full of rice, boiled fowls, hard eggs, &c. We eat plentifully, and drank our own 
wine and punch ; their beft liquor being the river water that runs before their doors. 
After we had done, what was left was given to our boat’s crew in brafs bowls. The 
Prince, while we were at dinner, withdrew, and dined by himfelf ; after which he 
came in again. He was dreffed after their manner, in fcarlet.and blue, having on a 
3 fmall 
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finall clofeibodicd waiftcoat, without a fhirt, and over that a chawat^ \mpped round 
once or twice, that hung down to his kxices ; he wore drawers, but his hands, legs 
and feet were bare. On his left fide, in a neat belt ftuck a creice or dagger, richly 
fet with diamonds ; before him was a table al^out two feet long, and one and half 
broad, of folid gold, much like a hand tea table ; on which always flood his furniture 
for his betle nuts, feree leaves, and lime, which he chews continually ; as it is the 
cuftom for men, women and children to do in that country, and to fmoke tobacco. 
The box that held the nuts was not unlike a rummer, with a cover to it j that for the 
leaves like a flanding fnuffer-cafe ; and that for the lime was a finall, round, flat box, 
all of the fineft gold, very neatly wrought in filigreen, and fet with large ftones, fome 
diamonds, and others that I knew not. 

Havibg refolved not to bring our Ihips up, nor to flay longer than the time we men- 
tioned, we took our leave about four in the afternoon, and the fame night we arrived 
on board, being extremely fatigued. On the 13th we failed up the river about twenty 
miles, and anchored over agai^^fl the mouth of China river. 

On the 1 6th came on board the fame meflengers from the Prince, and fignified, 
that he defired to fpeak with us again. We feigned an indifferency, and told them, 
that we were then ready to depart, fmee we could not agree. We foon perceived 
that this news did not pleafe them. However, we told them, we would go up once 
more ; and accordingly next day early in the morning we fet out, and arrived there 
about two in the afternoon. We were again introduced to the Prince j and after 
feveral horn's difcouife, we over-ruled the propofal of bringing our (hips up, to town ; 
and only complied with his requeft of taking a houfc in town, where the fupercargos 
ihould refide, receive and pay for all goods on the delivery of tliem. But as their 
demands and expeftations of prefents were very exorbitant before they would fign the 
contrad, or a^ree with us, they demanded and infifled on twenty firelocks, and two 
barrels of powder, telling us what a mighty fervice it would be to their Sultan towards 
reducing the rebels, and obliging them to bring down great flore of pepper, which 
they had hoarded up, and would foon enable them to load our ihips, and that they 
would pay us any reafonable price for them. When we had agreed to this point, and 
thought that all matters had been agreed on, there arofe another difficulty, viz. to pay 
a fooco, or quarter part of a dollar cuftom for every pecuU of pepper (which is one 
hundred and thirty-two pounds ) that we ihould buy. After many debates we were 
forced to comply with this alfo. Then we figned a contraift to them in Engliih, and 
they to us in the Mqjayo language and character, with the Sultan of Caytongee’s great 
feal to it. I defired our linguift to tranilate it verbatim ; and it is as followeth, jyithout 
any amendment of their method or manner of expreifion. 

“ A contraft made between the Kings of Caytongee and Negarree, and the Prince 
' Purba of Negarree; with the fons of Engliihmcn, come hither this year to fill both 
their ihips, and go away ; not to make any foldiers, or build houfes or forts. The 
price of the* pepper to be four dollars and half per pecull, and a greafdeal of it, 
amounting to four or five thoufand peculls, and to flay here three months for it ; and 
farther to pay, one fooco cuftom per ^ull to the King. The pepper to be weighed 
at the town of Tatas, and to pay for it when weighed.” • 

We fignified to them our great defire of paying our refpeds to the Sultan of Cay- 
tongee, the capital city, about forty miles further up the nanbw river. This was 
readily granted : they at the fame time told us, that our countrymen did not ufe to 
truft theinfelves fo hx up into the country ; and that they were not a little pleafed to 
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fee thaf we put fo much confidence in them ; afiuring us that we (bould be very civilly 
received there ; and protefted, if need were, from the infults of the common people. 

Having thus, as -we thought, overcome all the difficulties, and fully eftablilhed 
our trade, we took a formal leave after -dinner, and returned on board, where we 
arrived about eleven at night, the paflage being very pleafant. We always carried a 
cheft of fmall arms, with powder, granadoes and match in our boats ; not fo much 
for fear of the Banjareens, as of the Byajos, who trade there. On the 21ft of July 
we took a houfe, and agreed to pay forty-five dollars for the ufe thereof whilft we 
ffiould ftay there, having divided it into proper apartments. I refided there with 
the other fupercargoes 

The 2 2d we fetout in our two pinnaces about eleven at night on our journey to 
Caytongee ; and having rowed all night, we arrived there about nine in the morning. 
We had a guide boat to (how us the way, and a guard boat, with fome great men of 
the country, to accompany us. I'hcy chufe the night to travel in for its coolnefs : 
but they had much the advantage of us, for both the rovers and paffengers are fheltered 
over head with a covering made of cajan leaves, from the prodigious dews that fall in 
the night ; whereas the cold dew fell in fuch abundance on our poor failors, who 
were exceeding hot with rowing, that their fhirts were as wet as if dipped in the river ; 
which proved of fatal confequcnce to one of them, who died fooh after. W e palTed 
thatnightveryunpleafantly, having little room, no fleep, and our deaths very wet j neither 
had we the fatisfadion of making any remarks on the country or river, it being dark. 
We only^heard the noife of ftrange beafts in the woods on each fide. But the moft 
intolerable plague was a vail number of mufehetos, or flies, which flung and fo 
disfigured us, that in the morning the eyes of fome were fwelled up, others mouths 
drawn awry ; and, in fhort, our faces fo full of tumours, that when day-light came, 
we fcarce knew one another, but only by the voice or habit. Though the fun rifes 
always at or about fix, yet we could not fee the tops of the trees till almoft nine, 
becaufe of the great fogs : for the greatell part of the country, from the river’s mouth 
for near a hundred miles one way, and above two hundred the other, is nothing but 
an entire marlh or fwamp, and that full of an infinite number of trees of an incredible 
fizc. This fpace at low water is but mud j and at high water it is all overflown, as 
I have already mentioned. This vail body of water draining itfelf down the channels 
caufe the rivers to be fo deep, and the currents, or ebbs, fo very rapid. I was 
refolved to return by day-light, that I might have the advantage of feeing the country. 
The houfes are built upon floats, except the King’s, Princes, and fome few grandees. 
It is almoft four miles long, and our men were more tired in rowing to the upper end 
of it than in all the reft of our journey : for the current is fo very ftrong there, and 
we obliged to keep the middle by reafon of the houfes on each fide, that 
fometimes in half an hour we did not go the length of a furlong. After above two 
hours hard labour we paflTed the Sultan’s palace, to whom I ordered my trumpets to 
found a levft ; from hence we had orders to pafs on to the houfe of Cay Demon our 
guide, where we were very civilly treated. It was no fmall refreflnnent to us to have 
room to ftretch out our legs that had been almoft forty-eight hours cramped up ip 
the boat. 

This city has much the advantage over Tatas, bccaufe it is much more agreeably 
fituated \ and at this" time of year, (which is called the fair feafon, becaufe the 
eafterlyiRctfoon or wind blows) there are good dry banks on each fide of the river, 
firm and pleafant fields full of deer, goats, and other animals ; when, on the 
contrary, in the rainy feafon, or wefterly winds, all is overflown, and the wild beafts 
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and cattle forced into the mountains j as I fliall have occafioa tQ mention more par- 
ticularly hereafter . , i. 

About two in the afternoon the Sultan fent for us ; the meffengers enquired what 
prefents we had brought, of which we informed them. There is no approaching 
empty handed ; and therefore care ought to be taken to begin fo as the ftock may 
hold out. Our ignorance of this cuftom was of ill confequence to us. They brought 
handforae balkets, with covers of wrought filk, into which we put the prefents. 
We went in our boats along with the meflengers, who carried the prefents. We 
put ourfelves in as good habits, and as much order as we could, knowing what efted 
a good outward appearance has on thofe people. We marched up^ with oy-r trumpeta 
founding before us, to his council-houfe, which is built on ftilts or polls, about feven 
or eight'feet from the ground, to fecure it againft the overflowing feafon ; but then 
the land was firm and dry, covered with very high grafs, which was ordered to be 
mowed down for the greater conveniency of our walking thither. This houfe is open 
on all fidcs, and covered on the top, being about fifty yards in length, and thirty in 
breadth. At the weft end was placed fcveral of their rauficians, who played on all 
forts of that country mufick. In the middle ftood the Sultanas throne, being a rich 
gilt wooden chair, and over it a large filk canopy wrought with gold and filver. This 
houfe ftands without the bounds of the Sultan’s palace. The reafon why it is fo open 
is, becaufe all affairs of a public nature, wherein the people in general are concerned,, 
are tranfadled there ; and perfons of all conditions and capacities are allowed the 
liberty of coming upon the ftage, keejnng their refpeftive diftaiice. Six or eight guns, 
of about one thoufand weight a piece were placed I'ound the houfe, but without any 
Ihelter or battlements, or fcarce carriages. By the time we got to it there were above- 
five hundred people in it, who were ordered to ftand clear to make room for our 
entrance : the Prince of Negarrce met us, and complimented us very civilly to fit 
down crofs-legged on a carpet that was laid over againft the throne, within ten cht 
twelve feet of it. Many thoufands of people were round about us both on the 
ftage, and in the fields about the houfe, to fee and hear what was concluded. We 
did not fit long before we perceived the Sultan coming out of his palace, who is a man 
of a very good prelencc, and honeft mien, but as fwarthy as the reft, drefled in a 
clofc-bodied waiftcoat, having breeches not unlike rope-dancers, and fcarlei ftockings, 
with flippers, a loofe China atlice gown, wrought with gold and filver, with a rich dag- 
ger fet with diamonds in his girdle. Before him were carried in men’s arms two young 
beautiful children, di;pired very prettily, the one in fcarlet, the other in yellow richr 
filks, with turbans. 'I’hey were guarded by twelve men, armed with blundeidjuftes 
and mufkets, and as many more, with their own country weapons, viz. fampjts or 
hollow trunks, with bayonets fixed to the end of them, and Ihort daggers or creices 
ftuck in their girdleS ; the latter are worn by men and boys, rich and poor ; with the 
fampits they Ihoot poifoned arrows, and they are very dangerous weapons. Upon the 
King’s mounting the ftage, or council-houfe, all his fubjetts lifted up their Stands in a 
praying pofture, and bowed down their faces to the ground, as they fate crofs-legged. 
We immediately ftood up and bowed according to the European cuftom,. which is looked 
upon there as a great affront ; for none muft ftaud in his prefence, or near him but 
when they approach him to deliver any thing, they go creeping almoft double j and 
when they withdraw, they creep back in the fame manner. Wc foon perceived our 
miftake, excufed ourfelves, and he as readily forgave us, being natusrally a man of 
rable temper, good, juft and merciful. 
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According to cuftom he fat filent a few minutes, looking us full in the face ; 
then thanked us for our prefent without feeing it, though I believe he was privately 
informed what it confifted of. He bid us welcome, and faid he hoped we met with 
nothing but civility from his fubjefts. We thanked His Majel^, and alTured him we 
had no reafon to complain *, and that on our own parts we would ftudy how to keep up a 
good correfpondence with them. He alfo enquired whether we were Company fhips, 
or feparate traders ; and being anfwered the latter, he began to lay heavy complaints 
on our countrymen, telling us how that at their firft arrival they came like us, and 
contrafted witn them in the fame manner, obliging themfelves to build no forts, nor 
make foldiers ; but that under pretext of building a warehoufe, they mounted guns, 
and infulted him and his fubjefts in a moft bafe manner ; that he bore it patiently for 
a great while, till feveral of his fubjefts were beaten, wounded, and fome killed by 
them, as they paffed by in their boats on their lawful occafions ; that they forced 
fr6m them fuch duties and cuftoms as belonged only to him, and a£led very contrary 
, to reafon, or honefty, in all their proceedings. All this, fays he, I bore with great 
patience. Then he told us with very great concern how they fired feveral of their 
great /hot at the Queen-Mother, which frightened her fo, that ever fince fhe continued 
almofi: difira^ted ; and that they would have taken her prifoner, for what reafon he 
could not imagine : This, fays he, I had not patience to bear. He likewife told us 
of one Captain Cockbum, and fome others, (whofe names I have foigot) who were 
taken prifoners, and there put to death, and the manner of their fuffering. But, 
continues he, this is not at prefent our affair. After an hour’s difeourfe, having 
told us he would fend for us again fhortly, he difmiffed us, and we went to the houfe 
of Cay Arrea, (who has one here as well as at Tatas) where we bought a parcel of 
pepper, and hired boats to carry it down. 

We continued there weighing of pepper during the four days following, when in 
the afternoon the Sultan fent for us again. He then received us not in the council* 
houfe, but in his own palace, in a large room, where there was a multitude of people. 
He fat in his chair of ftate, the reft of his fubjeds fitting crofs-legged on mats, and we 
on a large carpet. He bid us welcome in a very friendly manner, and faid he had 
provided us a dinner, which was accordingly brought in, and ferved up in bowls, fome 
of gpld, fome of filver, and others of brafs, laid on the carpet, without cloth or 
napkins. We had above fifty feveral difhes of broiled and boiled fowl, curree, or 
ftrong broth, rice dyed with turmerick, hard eggs, buffalo flelh and venifon j which 
laft was very good, and dreffed in a very relifliing manner. He had no better liquor 
to give us than water ; however that defeft we fuppHed with our own punch and 
wine... The King, who is a great bigot to his religion, would tafte of none ; neither 
did any of his fubjefts dare to do it in his prefence, though they often ufed to drink 
plentifully with us, when in private. During dinner-time we had the King’s mufic, 
and fometimes our trumpets, which he was mightily pleafed with. Dinner being over, 
the betle-tables were brought, and we fell to difeourfe of many affairs, till at laft he 
brought about the ftory of his fubjeds in rebellion. He preffed us to fpare him more 
arms and ammunition, to which we pleaded inability ; alledging, that we had a long 
' voyage of many months failing to our own country ; that feveral pirates were abroad ; 
and that if we (hould fpare him any more arms or powder, we fliould not be in a con- 
dition to defend out felves. Thenhedefired us to lend hinr thirty of our men to 
aM^liim againft the rebels ; but we excufed ourfelves, telling him, that it was not in 
oi#powiBr to oblige them to go : at which he feemed furprized, alking us, if we were 
fUK tnehr commanders. 


Then 
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Then he told us, that he would favour us with a fight of fotne of his dlvcrfions, 
wKich indeed we found to be very comical. At a diftance from us, behind a iort ol 
a fcene, fate an old woman with a white wand in her hand. The King caufed the 
juufic to play, and taking hiinfelf a large ill Ihaped, ill-tuned fiddle, nodded to the 
old woman, who on a fuddea (truck a blow with her wand on the floor : upon whicli 
fignal immediately entered four very beautiful girls of about feventecn years of age, 
three much of a height, but one taller than the reft ; all drelTcd in rich filks after a 
pretty antic manner, with coronets of pure gold on their heads, their hair hanging 
down in a carelefs, though pretty order ; their necks, breads,, arms, legs, and feet 
were bare, but painted with a 1 ght yellow, w'hich they count beautiful. They alfo 
wore weighty gold rings, as big as a man’s thumb, about their wrifts, and round the 
fmall of their legs. The tailed; was the richeft drelTcd, and feemed to reprefent a 
queen. I’hey entered the room following clofc behind one another ; and as loon as 
they came on the carpet before the King, they fell on their faces to the ground ; then 
role on their knees, and lifting’up their hands, bowed low three times ; this being 
the refpedl due to him. After which they fell into an odd fafltioned fort of dance, 
which confided chiefly in ferewing their bodies into fevcral antic and lafeivious poftures, 
fcarce ftirring their feet from the ground. The old woman (who 1 fuppofed to be 
their teacher) would often ftrike the floor w'ilh her wand, whereupon they would all 
immediately fquat down almoft on their breech, and rife in fo flow and whimfical a 
manner, as cannot be well deferibed. This laded above half an hour to our great 
fatisfadlion. Then they made their obedience as before, and withdrew. 

He alked us how we liked it. We anfwered very well, and fignified that we fliould 
be very glad to fee fomething more of this nature, which he readily condcfccnded to : 
but wc were told by his pried, who fat by him, that we mud wait half an hour ; for 
that now was an unlucky, or improper time, and therefore God v/ould be difpleafed 
at it ; that the Sultan was a good man, loved God, his women, and all honed men ; 
fo they all muttered fomething to themfelves ; I fuppofe fome prayers, of rather fome 
fuperftitious incahtations. After which we had a focond part of the aforementioned 
diverfion, and then took our leaves. He advifed us very civilly not to ramble far by 
ourfelves, neither iu the evening, or late at night : for, fays he, there may as yet be 
fome perfons willing to revenge the injuries they fuftained by your countrymen In the 
lofs of a father or brother, &c. We returned him our mod humble thanks for his 
kind and gener' us admonition, and departed to our lodgings at Cay Demon’s houfe, 
who is a man of as itiuch integrity as any in that country ; but is very old, an^j could 
not be fo ferviceable to us as he wilhed. 

We employed our time in buying up pepper, as afoiefaid, till the aSth of July, 
then we took our lejve of the King ; and upon his earned and reiterated requeft, did 
at lad promife to fpare him our two gunners to go about three hundred miles up the 
country, to fliew them how to ufe their cannon againft the rebels. We*fet out for 
1 atas again, having been fix days abfent from our diips and houfe. 

Our paflage down in the day was as pleafant, as our fatigue was great in coming 
up in the night : for we had a very ftrong current, by means of which vfe made forty 
miles in lefs than five hours. The water in fome places, and at certain times, is as 
rapid ^as under London Bridge at half flood : the river is about thirty yards broad at 
the wWeft, and is mighty pleafant, becaufe of the thick woods, and loftv trees on 
each^fide always green ; full of flrange birds and monkeys, a great many of which 
we fhot. There is a fmall town that lay on our ftarboard fide, or right hand, in our 
retuni, about three miles from Caytongee ; and another fomething larger on our lajr- 
^ VOL. XI. R board 
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board fide, about eighteen miles from the faid city. Thefe we did not fee as we went 
up, bccaul'o it was dark. The latter has an ill-fhaped wooden caftle, with about eleven 
guns pointing down the river ; but fo ill mounted, and the caftle, or rather fliedr fo 
ill contrived "that it is of no defence : 1 believe an open boat, with twenty armed men, 
might drive the inhabitants out of both town and caftle. We paffed through another 
large town that almoft joins to the upper part of Tatas, and is called Quaen ; and about 
nine at night we arrived at Cay Arrea’s houfe in Tatas. He obliged us to ftay with 
him that night, though we had rather he would have excufed us, being very much 
fatigued : but he being the chief trader in the country, we durft not dilbblige him. 
He told us, ‘that his daughter was to be married on the morrow, and that we muft ftay 
and fee the wedding ; which was indeed exceeding pleafant, far furpafling any cere- 
mony of that nature 1 ever faw : I believe he made it the much more magnificent 
upon the account of us ftrangers being there. I lhall endeavour to give the belt account 
of it I can. 

The partitions of one of the largeft Iioufcs in the rown were pulled down, fo tliat 
it was one entire room, to whicli another great apartment was added, to make fuffi- 
cient room for the guefts, being fome hundreds in number of the belt people in the 
town : the cieling was hung with white linen reaching on each fide to the lloor, which 
was covered with curious cane mats. Round the room they hung the fineft of their 
apparel ; and I believe what they had not of their own they borrowed of their neighbours. 
At the upper end of the roomwas built a handfome throne, or foufraw, having a canopy, 
or teafter over it, not unlike our fine beds. There were many culhions and pillows 
piled up, but no perfons thereon. All the night before the wedding day their mulic kept 
jangling (for fo I may properly fay), confifting of I'everal brals-pans, called gongs, from 
the tenor to the bafe, which they beat moll unmerclfiilly upon, whilft another tofl’es up 
and catches again a jingling chain ; others beat on finall crooked irons, and Ibme keep 
clinking of bral’s-platcs together : which jargon 1 can compare to nothing more like 
than the rough mufic that the butchers make with their marrow-bones anti cleavers, 
the noife of a copper-fmith’s Ihop, or even the thumping and jingling of chains by the 
mad-folks in Bedlam. We laid down (where we wetv appointetd) not far from the 
mufic, in order to take a little reft ; but you may guel's how little we llept, our heads 
being'' dinned with the noife of fuch a horrid concert. In the morning there was a 
great number of fmall flags and ftrearners hung round the door. All their large vef- 
fels dil'played their colours, firing very often with their guns: and 1, to honour this 
weddiftg, ordered our men to draw up and continue firing all the day in vollies, with 
which the father was very well plcafcd, and returned me many thanks. There were 
alfo many of the Baiijareens placed round about the houfe, who ctafed not firing and 
Ihouting all day long. 

About three in the afternoon was ready a great fcaft, according to cuftom, and vaft 
numbers of people were placed together, according to their fundry ftations or quality. 
After they had eat plentifully, each man, rich and poor, had a fmall balket given him 
to put up and carry away the fragments in. 1 and my companions dined by ourfelves, 
and what we bat not was given to the failors. Beetle, ceerce, and opium went about plen- 
tifully, and had the fame effeft among them as ftrong liquors among us. Immediately 
after dinner wc faw. driving down with the current, from the upper end of the . town, 
the feeming hulk of a large Ihip, of about two hundred tuns, very neatly built with canes 
on a ftage, and covered with cloth painted, fo as to reprefent the fides of a real Ihip : in 
the middle of the^uarter-deck was feated on a throne the bridegroom, with a coronet of 
gold on his h&d, and a green bough in his hand } his body dyed yellow, having a linen 
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cloth about his waift, his breafts gilt, and his eyc-brows fhaved clofe. Before him on the 
deck flood a figure reprefenting anoftrich,ora pelican, lhave forg:ot which, of a large fize, 
and gilt with gold; on the back of which was a charger filled with fi(!e dyed with turmeric. 
This fhip was full of people, and on the prow or forepart flood a man in a very antic 
drefs, with a broad fword in his right hand, and a fliicld on his left arm, in a chal- 
lenging or defying pofture ; while round the vcfTcl were numbers of boats, and fmall 
velTels called guntins, that fired continually on pretence of attacking the large fliip 
wherein the bridegroom was. At length fhc was drove down to the lioufe clofe to a 
flage that floated before the door, and a ladder was put down, by which at firll came 
out of this fhip twelve young women, with gold, filver, and brafs bowls, ccnitaluing pre- 
fents for the bride, who fat on a throne in the houfe, at the upper end of the room : fhe 
likewife fent prefents to the bridegroom, who flopped at the door, and was nn;t by the 
prieft ; who, after faying a few words, feattered fome dyed rice over him as a token or an 
omen of plenty, which caufed a great Ihout among the people, and an extraordinary 
firing of guns. Then he was«condu(3;ed to the bride, and fat down on her right hand. 
After a little while all the people withdrew, and only they two were left together. 
This was his fecond wife, the full living with him allb, for polygamy is no fin among 
them ; and a man has the liberty of marrying as many wives as he can purchafe and 
maintain. They all buy their wives, and on the leaft difgull or offence they turn them 
home to ihcir parents again. A man indeed in any confiderable llation raufl, for his 
grandeur, keep up the number of his wives ; fo that if one is turned away, or dies, he 
mud purchafe another ; and generally a young one, when perchance he is old enough 
to be her grandfather. 

On the 6th of Auguft we received a compliment of welcome from the Sultan of Ne- 
garree, with a fmall prclVnt of the fruit of that country ; for which we were obliged to 
make a return, they always expecling fomething of greater confcquence in lieu of 
what they give, which is tio more than a genteel way of begging. We were now 
fettled in our floating houfe, where we had a vafl number of vifitants,., which at firft 
was troublefomc to us, as well as a hindrance of our bufinefs. But wc were forced to 
bear it patiently, becaule it is a cullom among the Banjareens to keep their houfes free 
and open to one another. We were chiefly plagued with this inconveniency when wo 
were at dinner ; for then our firft room was crowded with a great number of them, 
who in a rude manner would have always fomething to fay to us. We had no other 
place to cat in, and to meet and agree with them, or to weigh our pepper. But we 
were not long troubled at this rate, before wc had a hog’s head roafted, without any 
defign to affront them ; which, when brougln upon the table frightenccTthem all 
away, and we were left to ourlelves ; it being agalnft the principles of their religion to 
cat, touch, or even be where any fwine’s flelh is. 

The Banjarcens;ire the grcatell lovers of opium imaginable ; it works the faraceffefb 
on them as wine and other ftrong liquors do on us. When it is taken ^noderately it 
exhilarates and revives the fpirits, and diflipates all drowfinefs or fleep ; but when taken 
to excefs it caufes heavinefs, fleep, flupidity, and illnefs. Their method of taking it is 
by boiling a quantity of opium in water to a thick confiftency ; them fteeping their 
tobacco iri it, they roll it into fmall pellets as big as grains of peafe ; and having thus 
prepared it, when they defign to be merry, a large dilh is brought with a lighted lam]> 
in It round which the company fits crofs-Iegged in a circle ; the mailer of the feaft 
begins, and taking a large pipe, puts into it one of ihefe pellets and fmokes it, blowing 
the Invoke out both at hie mouth and noftrils, which ^Idorn holds longer than three 
oi four 'whifFs at moll ; then he gives the pipe (lor they ufe but one, let them be never 
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fo many in company) to the next perfon on his right hand, who does the fame ; and 
fo they continue fmoking fcvcral rounds till they are very much intoxicafed. They 
are fenfible that it fliortcns life, yet the pleafure is fo great they cannot abdain from it. 
Befides, their women, who arc very wanton and falacious in that hot climate, exhort them 
to it, with views to their own fatisfaftion and pleafure, it being a great incentive to 
venery. I was once prevailed upon to fraoke one of thefe luriips, and indeed I found 
it had the fame eftedf as if 1 had drank a bottle of the ftrongeft wine, only with this 
difference, that I found a more than ordinary livclinefs, delight, and fuch a merry dif- 
pofition, that I think human nature cannot long bear the praffice of it. However they 
do not take»opium to that excefs as the Javans do : for the latter will fometimes take 
fuch a quantity as makes them diftracled, running in a defperatc manner through the 
ftreets, with their crcice or dagger drawn, and killing all they meet. This they call 
runing ammook. When a pcrletn is fallen into fuch a fit of madnefs, it is lawful for 
any man to difi^afch him by what means he can, but they are generally fliot, or run 
through with fpears by the foldiers. I was told a rcuKirkable llory of this kind by a 
perfon that was cye-witncls to the fart : a certain Javan who ran ammook in Batavia, 
and had killed feveral men, women, and children (the place being very populous), 
but was at lafl met by a foldier, w'ho ran him through the body wqlh a pike ; notwith- 
ftanding which the WTCtch preffed and thrufl himlelf forwards on the pike (which was 
half through him) towards his adverlary, till he got near enough to Ihib him with his 
dagger, fo they both died on the fpot. 1 hey reckon that opium makes them valiant, 
as well as lafeivious. 

I have given fome hints already In general of the commodities of this country. Thofe 
of this port are more particularly pepper, of which they can generally fupply you 
with two or three thoufaiid tuns every year ; alfo long popper, dragons-blood, the befl 
in the world, bezoar of moft forts, :ind particularly the fine monkey bezoar, gold, 
janibe cancs, rattans, the bell caniphire unrefined, and fundry drugs brouglir thither 
by the Ch'inefe. Here arc alfo rough diamonds, from three carats downwards : 1 law 
none to be fold of greater weight. I lhall hereaffi'r give the bell inllrurtions I can 
towards managing a trade with them ; and alfo the price current of fome goods I 
bought there. 1 mull own they were dear bought ; but we being the firll lliips of 
our country that went thither lince the dcllrurtion of the fartory, were obliged in 
fome meafure to comply with many inconveniences : but if Ihips were fent thither con- 
flantly in the fame manner as we were, there would be greater variety of goods to be 
fold, which with good management might be procured much cheaper. 

Theyhave no particular handief^fts among them, except carpenters and goldfmiths ; 
but evK'y one in general has a genius to carving, and with their finall ill formed knives 
they carve the heads of their creices in a very pretty manner. Thefe heads are gene- 
rally of ivory, but fometimes of wood. 

I’hcy have a fort nf boats which they call flying praws, from their fwiftnefs in failing. 
They are made of tiic trunk of a tree hollowed, and fliarpencd at both ends, not much 
unlike the Hern of our wherries. They have no keel nor rudder, but are fteered in a 
different mani\(?r from ours, over the quarter, with very long but fmall paddles, 
whereof one, that is thirty feet long is not above twelve or fourteen inches over. Their 
feats are acrofs, raifed above the gunnel or fide of the boat, where they fit with their 
legs in the bottom j and to prevent their overfetting, they fix two long poles or out- 
layers, one acrofs the fore-part, and another acrofs the after-part of the" boat, each 
end being run into a large bamboo. Being thus fixed, and fitted with a large mat fail, 
they will run fometimes at the rate of twenty-four miles an hour j and when it blows 
. ' 9 hard^ ' 
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hard, the people run out and in on the outlayers, according as the gale is frelher or 
abates, to keep the boat upright. 

The Chinefe that live among them are the only pcrfons that h;ive Ihops tolerably 
well furnilhed : they fet them off with coarfe chintz, calicoes, baftees, tea, drugs. 
China-ware, and many other things. 

Their current money is dollars, half and quarter-dollars ; and for finall change they 
have a fort of leaden calh, being iraall rings ftrung on a kind of dry leaf. 

The pepper is not cured till about the middle of September ; however we con- 
tinued buying feveral quantities that were of the lalt year s produft ^ but when it was 
cured, they brought fomc every day to the door of our houfe in thoir praws, but in 
very fmall parcels ; fometimes under a pecul, and fometimes four or five, w'hich we 
weighed % a large dotchin or ftilliard that belonged to the town, the truth of which 
we had tried by our own weights. Wc paid them lor it on the delivery, and fometimes 
went to their houfes in our long-boat, and weighed ofl thirty or forty peculs at a 
time, for which we paid them preicntly, and brought it to our houfe. Wc were now 
put to great flreights for room to flow it in, till we had an opportunity to fend it on 
board, which we were prevented by rain, w'ind, and many other accidents, for two or 
three days. We had loaded our houfe fo deep that wc feared its finking ; fo we 
thought proper to buy a vcffel, that might ferve us in lieu of a Itoi'choufc. We accord- 
ingly bought one of Cay Arrea for fifty pieces of eight, which held about two hundred 
peculs. This alfo ferved to carry it down to our Ihip. We continued buying and 
weighing of pepper till the lyth of Auguft, and feveral of the great men of the 
country came to fee us, fometimes on board, but oftener at our houfe, to whom our 
interell obliged us to fhew great civility. We were daily entreated to lend money to 
feveral of thefo Oran-Cays, with mighty promifes of being faithfully repaid in pepper ; 
iiiofl; of which propofals vve put off, but were obliged to comply with fome, and always 
took care to have I'uch fecurity as not to make bad debts. 

On the 2 oth wc had another invitation to go to Caytongee, from the Sultan of Ne- 
garree, who came thither above two hundred miles to fee us. Accordingly I went, 
.together with Mr. Swartz and Mr. Becher, leaving a proper perfon behind to buy 
what pepper fhould offer in our abfence. We arrived there the at ft, and had admit- 
tance to him, having made him a prefent. He thanked us for the fmall arms we had 
fpared his brother the Sultan of Caytongee, but heartily preffed for more ; but we 
excufed ourfelves. Our reception was much the fame as we had from the Sultan of 
Caytongee, therefore^ will not trouble the reader with the particulars. I fhall only 
add, that he is a man of a middle ftature, w'ell proportioned, and of a good coimteBance. 
The next day we-made a vifit to the Prince of Negarrce, at 1/is houfe at Martappora, 
or Matapoora, a town fo called, about ten miles wide of tlie city of Caytongee on the 
banks ot a fmall rivei% that falls into the former, and is fo narrow that in fome places 
we had not room eni'ugh for our oars. This part of the country is never overflown, 
and is exceeding pleafant. The Prince’s palace is as good as that of the Sultan at Cay- 
tongee ; there are a few guns placed round it, and he has a fmall armoury, confifting of 
firelocks, match-locks, blunderbuffes, piftols, brafs rantackers or I'wivel guns. Thofe 
people look upon him as the greateft of generals, and he is as renowned 'among them 
for his courage, conduft, and fuccefs as the great Duke of Marlborough is all over 
our part of the world. Both the Sultans of Caytongee and Negarree (w'ho are bro- 
thers) have their chief dependence on his con^dl and management of their wars, 
imagining him to be invincible. He entertained us very civilly, and treated us with an 
excellent dinner of venifonj &c. He was pleafed to give tiis w account of the ftate of 

thp 
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the rebels, and of the caufe, which I hinted at before, of their rifing ; how that he had 
headed the Sultan’s forces twice againft them, and having routed them each time, had 
brought down feveral of their chief prifoners to His Majefty, who thinking to win their 
affeftions by clemency, pardoned them, and having loaded them with feveral prefents 
and marks of his tender indulgence, he fent them back, exhorting them to continue 
ftedfaft in their duty and loyalty towards him for the future. However, that this had 
no efi'ofl: upon their ftubbom ungrateful minds, but that they rebelled a fecond time. 
That he was now defired again by the Sultan to march againft them ; “ but (adds he) 
if I do, 1 Ihall take care not to bring them hither to be punilhed.” 

The day* proved very rainy, which prevented the defign he had of giving us the 
diverfion of ftag-h unting, for which purpofe he had ordered horfes to be got ready for 
us. He told us their method of hunting, viz. feveral men well mounted, with fpears 
about fix feet long in their hands, take out one or two of their mongrel dogs, who 
foon rouze the game, which is in a very little time run down (the deer in that country 
being very fat, and confcquently eafy to be overtaken) by the dogs and horfes, anti 
then they flick them with their fpears. We diverted ourfclves in the afternoon with 
Ihoofing at a mark with his cannon, over which he had caufed a flicd to be built while 
we were at dinner, to fheltcr us from the rain, wltich was very violent. I have great 
reafon to believe that they get a great part of their gold at the head of this river, whicli 
cannot be much farther up the country, by reafon of the prodigious high hills that arc 
not far from hence. One Cay Deponatee informed me, that this river fprings from 
the top of one of the higheft of thefe mountains, from w'hich it falls in a moft wonder- 
ful catarad. Having taken our leave of the Prince, w'c returned that night to Cayton- 
gee, and lay at Cay Demon’s houfe, which we preferred to Cay Arrea’s, by reafon we 
had there much better lodgings and entertainment. The next day we returned to our 
factory. At this time the rainy feafon wiis begun, but the land was not yet overflown 
about the city of Caytongec. 

Whilft we continued here buying our cargo, the gunner of the Borneo, and mine, 
went up with the Indians on the 3d of September, according to the promife we made 
to the Sultan, to affift againft the rebels. Thefe wars retarded very much our loading, 
and the rains being now come, we were very much afraid that the enemy could not 
be fubdued this year ; if fo, it was impoflible for us to load both our Ihips : but on the 
14th we were fomewhat encouraged by the coming of the Prince of Negaree with fix 
praws of war, and a great number of men, it being in his way ; lor he muft have come 
down this final ler ftrcatn to go up the main river againft the cebels. He cauled his 
fhips VO anchor before our houfe, and did us the honour to come to fee us. He made 
us the compliment of ttflling us, that it was chiefly for our fakes that he was prevailed 
upon to go againft them any more, and that if he had fuccefs he would immediately 
difpatch our loading. However the rains continued fo violently, that we were very 
dubious (jf the pi'llibility of his attacking them, or of the pepper’s being cured that 
feafen. d his made us confider, w'hcthcr it was proper to keep both our" fhips there in 
expefiation, or to difpatch one to Bencouli in the ifland of Sumatra, before the weftcrly 
monfoone. v/rse fet in ; for if not, fhe muft have lain fix months longer on demurrage 
in this port : anvT Ihould w'c not find pepper enough for us both, it would have been 
a great and nccdlefs trouble to us, and cxpence to our mafters. After having con- 
fidered thereon, we refolved to fend away our confort the Borneo. Our gunners were 
no'^.jrt^urned from Negarree, and gave us an account that the rebels had been forced 
tjp retire, by reafon of the rains that had already overflown a great part of the country 
'about that place ; that they had attacked the caftle, bgt were repulfed. 
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We fent meflengers on the agfh of September, to acquaint the Sultan of Caytongee, 
that the expiration of our time was near at hand (there being but fifteen days to come), 
and that we had not yet the fourth part of our loading ; and moreover that the Chi- 
nefe and fevcral of his fubjedls had hoarded up their pepper, in hopes to fell it for a 
greater price to the Chinefe junks, when they Ihould conic, which was not according 
to our contrad : that in cafe we were not foon fupplied, we fliould nave the wefterly 
monfoons to encounter with : that likewife his fubjeds refufed to take two-thirds of our 
money, though it be fuch as all other nations accept of : and in fine, we defircd that 
he would be pleafed to think of fome expedient to load us both, otherwife wc fhould 
be obliged to fend one away to fome other port. On the 3d of Odober the meflfen- 
gers returned, and told us, that His Majelty exprclTed great concern for our difappoint- 
ment, arid was againfl: our fending away one of our fliips, alTuring us that he would 
oblige his fubjeds to bring in all their pepper at the contraded price, and hoped to 
find an expedient for our light money. Accordingly he fent fome perfons the next 
day down to fearch both 'I'atas^ind Ouacn, with orders to feize all fuch pepper as the 
people Ihould refufc to fell us at the price firfl agreed on. However we found no 
probability of loading both j therefore we dilpatclied away the Borneo with the over- 
plus of our money (being eleven tlioufand pieces of eight), alfo two hundred and 
twenty-four bags of laltpctre, referving to oiirfelvos as much as would be iufiicient, as 
near as we could guefs, to purchafe the remainder of my loading. 

On the 2ift of Odober I, with two other fupcrcargoes, went in my long-boat over 
the bar with the faid fliip, and took our leave of the captain about nine at night, in 
order to return to mine. We rowed and failed mofl: part of the night for the river’s 
mouth ; but it being very dark we loft, our way, and had like to have gone up the 
river Byajo, amongft the wild Indians ; but perceiving our miftake we came to anchor, 
and waited till day, keeping a ftrid watch for fear of being lurprifed by any of the 
Byajo men. I'he evening following we arrivt'd on board, much tired, and from thence 
we proceeded towards 'I'atas, where we arrived the 23d, towards niglit. 

We were not long there ere w'e were fenfible how exadly the King’s orders were 
put in execution for feizing the pepper, and forcing the owners to bring and foil it to 
us. There w^as alfo a larger quantity brought into town than we could liave iuiagined, 
by reafon of many dry days that happened, which is very uncommon in this feiilbn, fo 
that now we began to repent that we had fent away the other liiij) ; therefor:', hearing 
that Ihe was ftill not far oil on the ceaii, we difpatcliod our !ong-I.)oat with orders for 
her return, but coulj not find her. 'I’his pepper foon filled tn-.' Ihip, and the overplus 
ot the money I employed in buying gold. The price and manner of purchasing it I 
fhall hereafter mention. 


My fhip being loaded, I failed out of the port of Banjar Mafi'een on the ift’of No- 
vember 1714, antf anchored on the other (ide of the bar, in four fathoms and half 
water, about four leagues from the ftiorc, having good anchor ground there. We had 
now our water to fill and provilions to Iring on board, becaufe 1 was willing to go 
over the bar as light as I could to prevent our grounding, whicli we performed very 
happily, though it was in the night, and we drew thirteen feet eight inches water : and 
whatever may, or has been faid of that bar, if care be taken to find ‘but the deepeft; 
^tcr of it, any Ihip, though llie draws fifteen feet water, may go over with great 

Ihe next day about three in the afternoon (having taken care to fee the fliip well 
moored) I fet out in mv pinnace towards the factory, the wind blowing very hard : at 
night we reached the river s mouth, and fo rowed all night, till about four in the 


morning 
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morning we got to Tatas. During our ftay here, fsom the beginning, we had great 
plenty of fifh, fowl, fruit, potatoes, yams, cucumbers, deer, goats’ flefti, &c. brought 
to our door every morning early in fmall boats by women, of whom we bought what 
wc wanted, and that at a very reafonable rate. This was, they owned, the greateft 
opportunity th^ ever knew of getting fo much money in fo (hort a time'; for when 
the Englim faftory was there before, there was always fuch enmity and inveterate 
hatred between them, that the natives declared they never carried to them the tenth 
part of what they did us, being willing to have as little to do with them as poffible. 
They owned to us that they poifoned one Captain Barry, who was chief of the fettle- 
ment, and .that they did it fo cunningly that the reft of the Englilh had no fufpicion erf 
them. It is moft certain that they had a great hatred againft all that belonged to that 
faftory, and even the whole Englilh nation for their fake, which made us iiieet with 
more difficulties than ordinary. It was an imprudent thing of thofe gentlemen to have 
given them occafion of having fo barbarous a notion of the principles and behaviour of 
all their countrymen. It is true, we took all the painy imaginable by an honeft, civil, 
complaifant way of behaviour and dealing, to remove this great prejudice out of their 
minds ; though I muft own wc found it a pretty hard talk, they being fo prepoffelTed 
with an opinion of our bafenefs '.ind barbarity. I believe, indeed,, that the great confi- 
dence we put in them, by converfing civilly and familiarly with them, eating, drinking, 
and fmoking frequently with them, and trufting ourfelves fo far up in the country 
among them, did not contribute a little to make them have a greater value for us than 
for other ftrangers. They are certainly the moft peaceable people in the world to one 
another, quarrelling feldom or never among thcmfelves, and avoiding above all things 
any occafion of giving an affront, becaufe when once it is given, it is never to be for- 
got ; for they exceed even the Italians in revenge. They were ftrangely furprifed to 
fee two of our failors fight with one another at handy-cuffs ; and when the battle was 
over, and perhaps both very bloody, to fee them fit down in a friendly manner over a 
bowl of punch, Ihaking each other by the hand, as merry and as intimate as if they had 
never quarrelled. To fatisfy them on that point, wc told them, that if our quarrels 
were never fo great we never bore each other malice. I cannot omit mentioning an 
inftance of their timidity and fear of feeing their own or any other perfon’s blood : 
one day I being indifpofed, ordered the chirurgeon to bleed me, Cay Deponattee and 
feveral others of the natives being in the room, and being ftrangers to fuch an opera- 
tion, were in a great amaze to know what we were about to do ; till at laft the vein 
being opened, they faw the blood gufli out, \vhcrcupv.'n they ran immediately out of 
the roem in a great fright, crying out, “ Oran gela attcc” that is, the man’s heart or 
mind is foolifti ; telling us, that wc let out our very fouls and lives willingly, which 
they faid w'as very ill done ; to which I anfwcrcd, that their diet being mean, and 
their drink only water, they had no occafion for bleeding ; but that we who drank fo 
much wine and punch, and fed upon fo much flefli, which rendered the blood hot and 
rich, had ah abioiule neceffity of doing it, otherwife we fliould be fick. “ Aye, (fays 
Cay Dconattce,) I think that (hews you to be ftill greater fools, in putting yourfelves to 
fuch great charges on purpofe to receive pain for it.” 

^ To convince him that bleeding on fome occafions was abfolutely ncceffary, I put 
him in mind oi the wonderful cffe£l he had formerly feen it produce ; for he, with 
others, being entertained by us on board, to honour them we fired feveral great guns. 
There w^ on quarter-deck a young monkey lately caught, which was fo frightened at 
the noife'j;' and overcome by the fmell of the powder, that he fell down dead to all 
appearance. Mr. Henly, chirurgeon of the Borneo, being prefent, offered me to bring 

him 
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him to life again. I told him he tvould .do very well to fliewfuch ah experiment before 
thefe ignorant perfons ; whereupon he bled him in the fore leg, ^ which immediately 
revived the monkey, and made him Ikip about as brifkly as ever. This feemed no 
fmall mirade to them, and gave them a great opinion of our ability : “ for (faid they) 
if you can oring a dead bcaft to life, no doubt but you can bring a drad man alfb. 

They efteem him the bell qualified and moll ingenious man, that can moft over- 
reach and cheat his neighbour by falfe weights, meafures, &c. neither do they reckon 
it a fault, but glory in it as a mafter-piece of wit. They often ufed to call us fools, 
when we have prevented their cheating thcmfelves by a miftakc in weighing goods, &c. 
Sometimes they would bring to our fadory poor ignorant fellows out of tbe country 
(having parcel of pepper to fell) who could neither read, write, or underftand the 
weights : and the perfon in whom they confided in town to fee juftice done to them 
in dil’pofing thereof to the beft advantage, ufed to whil'per one of us, that in weighing 
the pepper we fhould fay eighty pounds when there was one hundred or thereabouts, 
and fo fet it down ; that, fays h*c, we may divide the overplus between us ; which we 
always i-efufed to do, and rejefted his propofal with indignation ; telling the Ample 
owners, that whenever they came by themfclves, though they underftood not the 
weights, yet they IhoKld not fail to have jultice done them, and that we fcorned to take 
any more than our due. We took all occafions to make them have the bell opinion 
of us that poflibly could be, to the end that if ever wc vverc fent thither again, we 
might not only be the more able to ferve the Honourable Company, but alfo that we 
may thereby give them a good opinion of all Chriftians in general, that may have occa- 
fion hereafter to go thither. By our equitable way of dealing wc infatuated ourfelves 
very much into the Sultan’s favour, who, as I mentioned before, is really a Prince of 
very honelt moral principles ; and alfo into the good efteem of the generality of his 
trading fubjefts, w'ho had a great value for us upon the account of our plain honeft: 
dealings. 

Having now in a manner finiflied my affairs in this country, I lhall give a Ihort 
account of my lalt journey to Caytongee to take my leave of the Sultan. I fet out 
from I’atas on the 8th of November, in company with Mr. Swartz and Mr. Becher 
before mentioned, in a praw rowed up by the Indians ; for we were now fo intimate 
with them, that we could as well truft ourfelves with them alone as w'ith our own men. 
We arrived there on the loth, and took up our quarters at our old friend Cay De- 
mon’s houfe, where wc were made heartily welcome. Wc fat very merry till about 
eight at night, when? preparing to go to bed, wc heard all on a hidden a moft {,errible 
outcry, mixed with fquealing, hallowing, whooping, firing of guns, ringing and clatter- 
ing of gongs, or brafs pans, that wc were greatly ftartlcd, imagining nothing lefs but that 
^the city was furprifc4 by the rebels. I ran immediately to the door, where I found my 
old fat landlord reaving and whooping like a man ’raving mad. This incrcafed my 
aftonifliment, and the noife was fo great that I could neither be heard, nor«get an an- 
fwer to know what the matter was. At laft 1 cried as Idfed as poflibly I could to the 
old man to know the reafon of this fad confufion and outcry, who in a great fright 
pointed up to the heavens, and faid, “ heat joo ShaUvi cka Alacon Boo/on which fig- 
nifies, “ Look there, fee the devil is eating up the moon.” I was very glad to hear 
that there was no other caufe of their fright but their own ignorance. It was only a 
great eclipfe of the moon. I fmiled, and told him that there was no danger ; that in a 
little while the moon would be as well as over. Whereupon catching fall hold of my 
fleeve, as I was returning to bed, he alked me if 1 was fure of it, for they fake us white 
men to be very wife in thofe matters. I allured him I was, and that we always knew 
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many years before when fuch a thing would happen ; that it proceeded from a natural 
caufe, according to the courfe and motion of the fun and moon, and that the devil had 
no hand in it. After the eclipfe was over, the old man being not a little rejoiced, took 
me in, and after much difcourl'e upon the nature of fuch a thing, I promifed to give 
him an account to an hour when fuch another ihould happen ; which I 3id accord- 
ingly fome few days after. He feemed to be doubtful of the truth, but told me, that 
if what I faid lliould happen true, though not to an hour, but within twenty-four 
hours of the time I had calculated it to, he would then believe his priefts no longer 
touching that fubjeft. 

Finding that we were like to flay here fome days before we could have admittance 
to the Sultan, we propofed in the interim to go to fee the Prince at Martapoora : as we 
went, we met him hunting by the river-fide. He told us, that he fliould come to 
Caytongee before our departure thence, wherefore we returned back. That night we 
had news from the faftory, that our gunting was loft in Tomborneo-road, juft a-ftern 
of our fhip, the men having narrowly efcaped with their lives ; alfo that our houfe 
having broken its moorings, drove fcveral miles down the river, and might have gone 
to fea had it not been for the kind affiflance of our neighbours, who came with their 
boats and ropes, and towed it up the next flood. The next day we had admittance to 
the Sultan, who received us now in a private manner, w'ithout any ftrange company or 
retinue as formerly. He exprefl'ed fome concern for our departure, and, becaufe the 
other fhip was gone away without her loading from his port, he gave us moft preffing 
invitations to return again ; affuring us that there fhould be pepper enough prepared to 
load two or three fliips without loi's of time, though they fhould be much bigger than 
ours. We thanked His Majefly, and at firft pretended an indifl'erency, telling him, that 
the price was very great, that we came a vaft long way, and feared that we fhould get 
nothing by it. He anfwered us, that ere we came again it would be much cheaper. 
He further defired me to bring him fundry things, which he made me write down, 
and faid that he would pay exacfly for them, and that the price fhould be allowed us 
out of the cuftoms. He caufed three gold plates to be made of the form and fize • 
here marked, of which he gave one to me, another to Mr. Swartz, and the third to 
Mr. Becher ; and told us, that was a token of his iViendfhip, and a chop or grant of 
trade, having the ftamp of his great feal on it ; that on the producing it at our return, 
he would not only protect us, but grant us the liberty of trade in any part of his domi- 
nions ; then he wifhed us, in a hearty manner, a good voyage, and a fpeedy return. I 
have hfre inferted the words that arc on the gold chop, as alfo the Englifh of them, as 
near as 1 can, viz. 

Dc ca Tawon Zeib, clacn ca Boolon Dulcaidat, 

Kang Sultan Dcrrc Nrgn*^* Caytongee. dca 

Caffe cnee Chop pada anacooda Bceckman. 

That is. 

In the year Z^, and the moon Dulcaidat, 

TJie Sultan oTCaytongee gave this chop to Captain Beeckman. 

The prince‘alfo defired us to bring him feveral thingg, and obliged me to write them 
down. After this, we took our leave, and proceeded on our return to Tatas. The 
country was then all overflowed, and afforded a difmal profpeft : the fields where the 
cattle ufed to graze, when we were there laft, were now covered with water, and the 
people obliged to go from houfe to houfe in boats. Thofe mighty inland floods drove 
us do^ with great expedition by reafon of the rapidity of the currents. We fpent 
the remaining part of our time in buying gold, and in clearing -all matters, that we 
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might part as fairly and friendly as poflible : in the mean time, I thought proper to go 
•down on board to fee how forward our affairs were there, and whether there was any 
loom for more pepper. Accordingly, on the 1 2th of November, about ten in the 
morning, I fet out in the long boat, with fix men only and the mate, fhe being deep 
laden with' provifions, arrack, and canes : about five at night we got to the river’s 
mouth, where we caft anchor, refolving to lie there that night, and not venture to fea 
in the dark, by rcafon the mate had forgot to bring a compafs in the boat. We had 
not been there long, when the fairnefs of the weather made us alter our refolution ; fo 
we weighed, in hopes to get that night on board the fhip that lay about feven leagues 
fj'om the river’s mouth : but we had not been jt fea above two hours,* when there 
arofe a very great ftorm, and fo much rain, that we could fee neither fhip nor Ihore : 
our cafe’ was very defperate, having an old leaky boat, a long dark night, and no com- 
pafs. We fpent the night driving up and down till daylight ; neither were vve then in 
a better condition, for the wind began fo blow much more violently, the ftorm increafed, 
and the weather fo hazy, that we could not fee the length of ten or twenty yards on 
either fide of us : So that finding the fea fw^cll moft boifteroully, 'we found that unlefs 
we lightened the boat, we miift inevitably pcrifli. 1 Icreupon I caufed two thirty gallon 
calks of arrack, that were in the bows of the boar, to be ftaved, and the liquor to be 
heaved overboard in buckets. This made the boat more lively ; however we could 
not get fight of our fhip till about ten o’clock. We were mightily ovenoyed when we 
faw her, and made the; beft of our way, expefting to be on board in a Ihort time : but 
alas ! how eafily are human hopes fruftated. On a ludden the wind flew about to the 
foulh-weft and blew much harder, though we were now fo near her that we waved our 
hats at each other, yet we could get no afliftance, neither could we hold the wind any 
longer ; but were forced to go before it, let it drive us where it would : notwithftanding 
all the art we could ufe, we loft fight of the fhip again in Icfs than half an hour. We 
could expedl nothing then but death ; for the fcas increafed fo prodigioufly, that we 
were forced to ftave two cafks more of arrack, and heave it over, befides feven hundred 
.jcanes that lay in our way ; and as an addition to our misfortune, a finall cagg that had 
fome boiled fowls and bread in it, was in the hurry thrown overboard alfo ; fo that we 
had no victuals left, nor drink but arrack, which lull w'as the only thing that kept life 
in us ; for the rains had held us now almoft forty-eight hours, which fo extremely 
chilled us, that our teeth chattered in our heads ; and we were in a ftrange fickly con- 
dition, by being fo long a time fopped in rain and fait water. At laft we difeovered fome 
trees a-hcad of our boat, which was rather a terror to us than a comfort ; for firft we were 
toffed with fuch violent feas, that we feared our boat would be daflied in pieces agaTnft the 
fhore, which it was not in our power to keep clear from. We knew of no harbefur, or 
what fort of people we might fall in with, or whether there were any inhabitants or no; 
• -and then we had neifher fire nor prftvifions; and our pieces were fo wet that they could 
not be ferviceable to us, either in killing wild fowl or beafts for our fuften<mce, or in 
defending ourfelves againft any barbarians among whom we might be caft, befides the 
danger of being drowned; fo that we were in a moft deplorable condition. However, 
■when no hopes feemed to be left, and nothing appeared but (as the poet fays) Plurima 
mortis imagOf “ a manifold image of death,” it plealed God to drive our boat againft the 
mouth of a fmall creek ; there was a bar, or bank of fand, before it, againft which our 
boat Demg toffed by a ftrong fea, Ihe ftuck at the firft blow, it being ebb, but the feas 
^tmued to break oyer our heads, and fometimes over the very top of our mail. 
Howevw, the fea falling off foon by reafon of the ebb, we were left dry on the faid 
bank, about a mulket s length from the ftiore, there being a confiderable depth of 
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water between us and land. As faint and benumbed as we were, bang ftarved both 
with hunger and cold, we plucked up our fpirits, , and the wind being fomewhat 
abated, we leaped overboard up to our middles in the fea, and as the tide came in 
fo we launched the boat a head, till at length we got her over the fand into deeper 
water, and fo into the narrow creek about twenty feet over, and covered with trees. 
Now night was coming on again, and the rains ftill continuing made it moft intolerably 
cold, we having nothing to fliifr us, or fire to warm ourfelvcs. 'I’he boat being moored, 
we fent two of our men on fliore to fee if there were any houfes or inhabitants: they 
faw nothing but an old hut, covered up one fide with Cajan leaves to keep out the 
wefterly winds ; alfo a little pathw'ay^ which they having followed for about half a mile 
returned back again, being afraid fo go farther, left, being unarmed, they might be 
attacked by the wild beafts. They having brought us no comfortable news, we began 
to fearch the boat, and found fome potatoes that had been all the while foaking in 
arrack and fait- water: however, we cat them raw very greedily. Belbre it was quite 
dark, we efpied a man making dow’n towards the fea, who, as we afterwards found, 
had fome fifhing-gear there: he was mightily ftartled when we fpoke to him. We 
told him, that the ftrefs of weather had drove us into that place; that if he could help 
us to fome fire, rice, or other provifions, we w'ould pay him honeltly; and further to 
gain his favour, we gave him a knife, a burning glafs, and fome other trifles that 1 had 
in a little box. This pleafed the old man, who oll'ered us his hut to lie in ; but we 
refufed, thinking ourfelvcs fafer in our boat, though not fo w'ell ftieltcrcd. He made 
a fire by rubbing two fmall pieces of dry wood together (which we afterwards endea- 
voured to do but could not), and gave us fome rice, and a fmall earthen pot to boil 
it in. Then he went to the place where his w'are was, and in a little time brought us a 
mullet and a cat-fifli : in the mean time, we found a fmall piece of raw falt-beef, that 
had been trod under foot in the bottom of the boat, which we boiled with the cat-fifli, 
the broth whereof 1 thought then was the beft that 1 ever eat. He told us, that there was 
a town about three miles off; but that he, his brother, and his daughter, lived at this hut, 
getting their livelihood by what filh they could catch, and fell to the townfmen. Tht^ 
river that runs here into the fea, is called Bow'alajoong : when you are in Tomberneo 
road, bring I'anjong Salatan to bear fouih-fouth-eaft. and 'J'omberneo fouth-eaft quarter 
fouth, then Bowalajoong river lliall bear eafl quarter fouth of you. 1 take it to be a 
better place to water at than Tomberneo. 

We were now come to life again, and Itad ahnoft forgot our late mehmeholy fccne. 
We lay there in our boat three days and three nights longer, c^e the wind and rain 
abated: then we got our boat over the bar, and fet to fea. After fome time, the wea- 
ther being then pretty clear, we got fight of our fhip again, and arrived happily that 
day on board, having been fix days and fix nights in our boat expofed to the ftrefs of 
weather, and all the dangers of perifliing imaginable. We had fufi'ered fo much by 
cold, hunger, and wet, that all our lives were in danger ; particularly one Mr. Law- 
rence Orchard had got fuch a terrible cold by it, that he died in a few days after; 
and another elcapcd very narrowly ; for my own part, though I held out the beft of 
any of the company, after the firft night’s reft in my bed, 1 vi'as fo ftift', and had fuch 
a pain all over my bones, that I was hardly able to ftir. Our people on board, as 
well as thofe at tlie fadory, had given us over for loft. 

I fet out again for Tatas on the 30 th of November, and arrived there next morning ; 
where I found Mr. Becher very dangeroufly ill of a fever, and light headed. There 
was one Cay Deponattee, a very honelt man, who often ufed to vifit us : he happened 
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to come one day, when Mr, Becher was delirious, and perceiving him to be very 
eameft in fpeajdng, he aflced us what he talked of? We told him, he feila, that 
is, light-headed ; and we explained to him what extravagant things he faid. Where- 
upon he told us, that he was poffeffed with the devil, and that it was not he that fpoke, 
but the devil that was within him. He begged that we would carry fome fowls, rice 
and fruit, and offer it to the devil in the woods, where they have certain places for 
that purpofe, and that then the devil would leave him ; for, fays he, what fignifies 
the expence ? We anfwered him, that we knew better things, and that his illnefs did 
not proceed from what he imagined ; that we Chriftians feared not the devil, for 
that he had no power to hurt any, but thofe that put their iruft in ^ him, and not 
in God. The old man laughed at our notions; and faid, that their Sultan was of 
our opinion, but that for his own part he knew otherwife by experience. The next 
day he came to fee him again ; and upon his enquiring how he did, Mr. Becher (being 
then fcnfiblc) anfwered him, that he was fomething better, but that he had a great pain 
acrofs his ftomach. “Aye,” fays the old man, “ I told you yefferday what the matter w'as, 
but you arc fools, and would not believe me, nor be ruled by me ; for though the 
devil is gone, he has fmoteyou on the ftomach ; and without you follow my directions, 
you will certainly die in a very little time.” 'J’hen he defircd that his wife might go 
and make fuch offerings ; but Mr. Becher anfwered, that flie might do what Ihe 
plcafcd, but not on his account ; for that he would rather lofe his life, than be 
beholden to the devil for it. 

The manner of thefc offerings is thus : when any perfon is very ill, efpecially in 
the condition Mr. Becher was, imagining him to be poffeffed, they buy the aforefaid 
provifions ; and having dreffed them with as mucli care as if they were to make a 
fplendid entertainment, they carry this banquet into the woods to a certain houfe or 
Ihed, built always under the largeft trees near the w'atcr fide, where they leave It. 
As to what ceremonies of prayer, kc. they ufe on this occafion, I know not parti- 
cularly ; only that they invite the devil very kindly to it, affuring him that it is very 
good, and well dreffed, and begging him to accept it. Now thefe woods are fo full 
of monkies, that if never fo much was left at night they would devour all before 
morning, which thefe ignorant creatures believe to be eaten by the devil ; and if the 
perfon recovers, they think themfelvcs very much obliged to him for his civility and 
good nature, and by way of thanks they ftaid him more : but if the perfon dies, 
then they rail againft him, calling him a crofs ill-natured devil ; that he is often a 
deceiver, and that ^ he has been very ungrateful in accepting the prefent, and then 
killing their friend : in fine, they are very angry with him. I law one of thefe 
houfes on the banks of the narrow river, where we paffed almoft daily, unJer a vaft 
tree, which is called the devil’s tree. They have befides, feveral other Vays of 
inchanting away-diftempers, and fixing them fometimes on other perfons, as they 
think. One particular manner is thus ; they make a thing in the form of a boat, but 
fo little, that one may carry it in his hand ; into this they put fome offerings,, and 
fet it on the water, and let it go adrift ; but woe be to him, as they imagine, that 
takes it up. I was once going to take up one of thofe diabolical ftore-fhips as it floated 
down the river ; but the natives cried out immediately, charging me* not to touqh it 
for that I fhould inftantly die, the devil would be in that rage with me, for intercepting 
his provifions. I often enquired of them, whether they ever faw the devil ; and being 
anfwered in the affirmative, I offered to go any where with them, to fee him ; but they 
refufed to go purpofely on that account, by reafon he would be very angry at it, and 
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they did not care tq provoke him, he being mifchievous enough of himfelf. I alkfd 
them in what fliape he did appear to them ; they anfwered, like a flame of fire, and 
»hai- they only fee him in the woods. This convinced me that what they take for the 
devil is only what we call in the country. Will in the wifp, or Jack-a-lantem, feen 
chiefly in fuch fwampy wet grounds. 

Thus much and more they retain of their Pagan cuftoms. As to what they hold of 
the Mahometan religion, which is what they pretend to profefs, I know that they allow 
polygamy ; they keep Friday as a fabbath, and fall all the Bairam, as other Mahometans 
do, in the day-time, and make great illuminations and feallings in the night only. Some 
are fo ftrift^that during the Bairam time, they will not fwallow fo much as their fpitile 
in the day. They fay their women have no fouls, but die like bealls ; and that they 
are only defigned by God to gratify men’s appetite; for which reafons the women are 
never fuffered to ufe any divine worfliip. Some of the wifeft of them have not fuch 
averfion for Chriftianity as other Mahometans, who generally are profefled enemies 
to it : but thefe fpeak very refpcdfully of Jefus Chrift, and fay that he was a great 
prophet. They believe that Adam was the firll man; that the world was once drowned, 
which they have great reafon to do, feeing yearly fuch great deluges in their own 
country ; and that there arc people in the world, though none aniongll them, 
that they call Oran Moofa (meaning the Jews), who they lay follow only the law of 
Mofes, rejefting the doft) ino of both Mahomet and Jefus. 

I cannot think it would be a difficult matter to ellabliffi the Chriftian religion among 
them. It is true, the Romilh miffioners attempted it formerly; but alter making 
many profelytes they ruined their own defign, and loll their lives by their own oldli- 
nacy and indifereet zeal. Cay Dcponattec, a man of the greatelt character of probity 
among them, told me, that fevcral years ago there came into thofc parts a Portuguefe 
padre, or monk, who by his courteous behaviour and endearing ways had gained a 
great many to the Chrillian religion, but not content to preach among them, he mull 
needs venture up into the country among the barbarous inland people, called Ityajos, 
by whom he was cruelly murdered. That fome few years ago (it being long after 
the former was dead), there came another who fpoke the language as well as if he 
were a native of that country ; that by his prefents, particularly of linen, and bis Ihew 
of having fo little value for money, alfuring them that his voyage thither w'as not out of 
any motive of worldly intereft, but to fave their fouls, he infinuated himfelf mightily into 
their favour, and made great progrefs whilll among the Banjareens ; but that after 
fome time he told them that the fpirit of his deceafed brother had appeared to him, 
when in^^his own country, acquainting him how he was llain up in the inland country, 
and ordering him to come thither ; that accordingly h#was then come, and mull go 
to the place where his brother was murdered. The Banjareens had great love and 
refpecl for him, and ufed all means to difluade him ; and particulariy this Cay Depo- 
nattee, who is my author, and was very intimate with him, prelfed'him extremely not 
to venture himfelf, for that he could expect nothing among fuch barbarous people but 
to meet with the fame fate as the former had. However, all was in vain, for he was 
refolved to go ; and faid, that if they put him to death he would glory in his fuffer- 
ings. Accorditigly, he went and made many profelytes, who built him a church, and 
were ready even to worlhip him ; till at lall they began to be difeontented and murmur 
at the great expence he had put them Id in adorning their church with gold, &c. and 
more efpecially becaufe he had not performed his promife of Ihewing them all their 
deceafed friends ; whom indeed he proraifed they Ihould fee in the other world, but 
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their heads. So that taking him for a falfe prophet and an impoftor, fince his words 
did not prove according as they undcrftood them, they put the poor man to a moft 
cruel death, and demoliflied the church, which they looked upon as a decoy to cheat 
them of all their riches. Now had he ftayed among the Banjareens I doubt not but he 
might have fuccecded in his defigns, and have converted the whole civilized part of the 
country : by which means and by the influence and power of thefe people, the gofpel 
might have been more eafily propagated among that other barbarous favage nation. 
Neither was there lefs imprudence in endeavouring fo foon to perfuadc them to part 
with their riches, which they are fo fond of, to erabellifli churches ; for that could be 
done in, due time, when they were better inftrufted in the principles of Chriftianifm. 
Nor do r fee what neceflity there was for fuch mighty ornaments more than the apoftles 
required in the primitive times, among much more civilized and fenfible nations. But 
no good ever comes of blind obftinate zeal. 

There is but one mofque, or Mahometan church, in the town of Tatas, and is called 
by them Mefajit. Every one that enters mull waft his feet, and there hangs a piece of 
linen at the door to wipe them dry. As to their manner of worftip I can fay nothing, 
for they will fuffer nope to enter but fuch as are of their own religion ; but I have heard 
them at prayers fometimcs all night long. They circumcife their children when they are 
about eight years of age, at which time the boys begin to cover their nakednefs j but 
the girls begin fooncr, by reafon they are at that age generally marriageable. 

\Vc hired a large glinting on the 6ih of December, to carry on board a parcel of 
pepper, that we had bought to complete our loading, together with our . baggage and 
the furniture of our houfe. Many pcrfons came to vifit us, and wift us a happy 
voyage, exprefling a general concern for our departure : for wc had lived fo long and 
fo friendly with them, that we were in a manner naturalized there. Before our depar- 
ture*, our old friend Cay Deponaltee defired a private conference with us. He ac- 
quainted us, that the Sultan had enquired of him what he thought we were, whether 
Company’s ftips or feparate traders ; faying, that he was fometimes jealous that we 
were not what we pretended ; that however, be it how it would, we had behaved our- 
felves very well, and had done nothing unfair, and therefore he ftould be glad to fee 
us again. I then afked his opinion, whether he thought the Sultan would lufler the 
Company to trade, in cafe they fent thither again. lie anfw*ercd, that he did not know 
but he might, provided proper perfons were fent, but that they had not yet forgot the 
late ill treatment which they received from the Company’s fervants. After this we 
fell into fundry difeourfes in i^ation to the Company ; and 1 took no fmall fains to 
give a true idea of the honour,^ches, and fair dealings of that honourable- body. I 
found that their notions were very odd of them, believing them to be a body of people** 
at variance with tlie government in England, in the fame manner as the Byajos are 
againft their Sultan. How they came by this notion I know not, unlcfs it yere put in 
meir heads by fome feparate traders that iifed to load there, during the time of the 
Company s fcttlemcnt ; thinking by defaming them to eftablift the better their own 
mterelt. He told me likewile, that the barbarous behaviour of thofe fervants had con- 
nrmed them in that opinion, but I perfuaded him as much as I could to the contrary. 

Un the loth, about noon, we departed out of town with colours flying and trumpets 
lounding, in the fame manner as we came in ; leaving a perfon behind as feciiriiy till 
the veffel returned, lhat night wc anchored in China river, and the next day by noon 
we got fafe on board. On the 14th Mr. Becher, the chief fupercargo of my ftip, died 
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on board of a violent fever ; and on the i8th our linguift, whom we had left at Tatia», 
came on board very fick, for the rainy feafon being now well fet in, we all began to be 
very unhealthy. 

We weighed anchor the 21ft, about fix in the morning, with a fmall gale of wind 
at north-weft, and the next day about eight in the morning I took my departure from 
Tanjong Salatan, which fignifics the fouthermoft cape or head-land, it bearing eaft half 
north feven leaguCvS cliftance. I then direded my courfe to pafs through the fti eights of 
Bally, according to the orders I had received from my honourable mafters. Being now 
at fea, where very little worthy of remark happens, I lhall take the opportunity of making 
a fmall digrcllion ; and, for the benefit of thofe who hereafter may be fent to this port, 
give the beft inftruftions and remarks I can, whereby a trade may be continued with 
great advantage in the port of Banjar Mafleen. 

If the fliips be there by the beginning of Auguft, it is foon enough to make the con- 
traQs, and nlfo to purchafe what pepper remains, if there be any of ihelaft year’s crop, 
which may forward your difpatch ; befides, it is bettea than what you buy afterwards, 
as being better cured by die length of time, and confequently will not wafte fo much in 
weight in bringing over as the other. At your firft arrival I think it moft advil’eable 
to anchor below' Poolo Cocket, where you need not wait long ere you have an oppor- 
tunity of fending an account to the Sultan of your arrival and bufinefs, and receive his 
anfwer ; for ftiould you immediately fend up your pinnace to I’atas, it w'ould greatly 
furprife them, unlefs there w'as fome perfon therein that they knew' very well. How- 
ever, you cannot lie there long before fomebody comes on board, who will alk innu- 
merable queftions, and be very careful to know your fize, number of men and guns. 
They can prefenily tell very near what quantity of pepper your fliip is able to carry. 
You ought to be very cautious of ftiewing any fear or diftruft of them, or of arming 
any centincls, See. which will give them great caufe of fufpicion, that you look more 
like warriors than traders. YJie former they have the greateft averfion imaginable to, 
being naturally cowards. They will expeft a prefent as often as they can have the leall 
colour for it ; efpecially by their frequent fuperfluous vifits, and feigned pieces of fer- 
vices, and ftories from their oran-cays. But remember there is no end to their expec- 
tations j and before you have done with them, though you be never fo good an econo- 
mift, you will find them amount to a confidcrablc value. We were led into an error 
for want of knowing this, and on our firft arrival we gave pretty handfomely, think- 
ing that doing it at once was fufficient. But as they go on gradually with their fer- 
vices, fo you mull with your prefents ; for I have been obliged to ftay eight days at 
Caytongee before I could have admittance to the Sultan, wdien he had been informed 
by his emilfaries that I came empty-handed, though hi^TOrmcr prefents had been large 
^and confiderable. I'hey are fo mercenary that the beft of oran-cay, or great men, will 
receive four or five dollars wrapt up in a piece of paper. I am the longer upon this 
head by rcafon you will find it a material article ; proper things may be provided 
cheaper in'England than at Batavia. I cannot give inftruftions touching a price or 
agreement with them, for that is according to the plenty or fcarcity of pepper, and 
according as there are more or lefs China junks in the port ; but be fure to make 
your contraft Very full and fpecial, for if there be the leaft room for a further demand 
they will be upon you. It is proper to infill in the contrail upon a houfe to dwell in 
among them, and a warehoufe. Thefe they will be glad to allow you for their own 
advantage ; however, if you do not mention it in your contrail, they may make fome 
;Other demands upon you afterwards. 


If 
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If two fmall fliips were fent, I conceive it would be more advantageous than one that 
v^ould carry as much as both; for if any difference fhouid arife out of the natives' 
jealoufy, &c. the two would undoubtedly be better able to defencf thcmfelves, and to 
keep them in awe till they could give a proof of their behaviour, which ought to be 
extreme civil towards them, without the lead fhew of fear or diftruft. How'ever you 
cannot be too much upon your guard. Moreover, two fliips could fooner difpatch 
loading, for one could go up to the town, and flay there whilfl the other fhouid anchor 
againft the mouth of China River. This would lave the lofs of many a day, w'hen the 
rains prevent the bringing down the pepper fo far to the fhip, befidcs the time fpent in 
going and returning ; whereas the fliip that lies in town and alongfide or near the houfe 
(being according to cuftom cajaced or thatched over the deck) might take in and 
garble tJie pepper in all forts of weather, having one mill on fliore and another oti 
board, which would certainly fave two-thirds of the time it would take in carrying it 
down in boats ; and when fhe had thus got her full loading fhe fliould fall down the 
river, and the other might come up in her room : but both fliould by no means be 
trufted up at one time, unlefs die trade were better eltabliflied than it is as yet. The 
Company did fend with us inllrumcnts for garbling the pepper, but we did not ule 
them, having made there a kind of mill much eafier to be built than deferibed, wherewith 
we garbled or clcaniM ten times the quantity of pepper in a day more than the other 
would, and with much Icfs trouble, as being more convenient in every refped. As to 
your pepper-duft you ought not to heave it overboard, for the natives will drive down 
after it in their boats, Icuni a great part thereof up, dry it, then mix it with their 
pepper and fell it to you again, befides, I doubt not but the (fliinefc would give fonie- 
thing for it ; for, as the Banjareens informed me, they make no ditference between 
that which is free, and that which is full of dull, but load all together in their junks 
without garbling. You will every day have the provifions above meniioned brought 
to your door by the men’s wives in the town ; but you mufl. be very careful to keep 
your folks from affronting them, and you need not fear being fupplied while you 
lie there. 

You will be firfl mightily crowded with people of all forts, under pretence of 
buying or felling ; and you muft^fcar a little with their impertinence : but to prevent 
the ill confcquence of aflronlin^|Pem, and to hinder them from pilfering, which the 
poorer fort are much addiifed to, it is but hiring a houfe large enough, which you may 
do for about fifty pieces of eight, and feparate it into different apartments, according 
to your ftatiqns, and leave one large room to meet thefe people in, and to weigh and 
pay for your pepper : not but that you will be obliged to carry into your private apart- 
ments fome of the topping dealers, with whom you are obliged to have private confer- 
ences; but you mufl refufe that liberty to the ordinary pooj)le from the very firft. 
One of the rcafons.why I propofe your having a houfe there, as wc had, is the great 
advantage you will have of keeping your fhip clear, which otherwife would be like a 
fair, full of •perpetual comers and goers ; whereof fome, under pretence of buying and 
felling, would not only pilfer whatever they could lay their hands on, but greatly hinilcr 
your folks from doing their duty, and often create differences between' them and the 
failors. • 


er 


You ought to look upon the Chinefe there as your enemies at bottom ; howcv 
be always civil to them, as they to outward appearance are always to you ; you may 
alfo turn a penny with them in many things that the Banjareens are ftrangers to. I'hey 
are complete merchants, and know very well the value of all forts ol drugs, diamonds, 
and other goods. ® 
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The Banjareens are ftrangers to the price of your commodities, which I /hall’ meo- 
tion hereafter, and you mu/l a/k twice as much as you intend to take : for though 
you deal with the be/t of them, and alTure them that what you a/k is only a fmali 
profit, yet, having firft defired you not to be angry at the price they are going to bid, 
they will offer you one quarter, or never above half what you a/k. They are cunning 
wheedlers, and always complain of poverty ; but be fure that whatever they fell you, 
they will a/k enough, and often ten times more than they will take ; therefore you 
ought to be cautious in bidding little enough. If you barter for goods, trull not their 
fample, nor their weights, but try the latter by your own, and take care they fliift them 
not, for they are as dextrous at that as /harpers are in Ihifting dice at play, though 
they alTure you never fo much to the contrary. You muft fort your goods and theirs, 
and as you deliver the one, take the other; however, you will not be long there ere 
you find out the faireft dealers in town. I’o prevent your buying knowledge fo dear 
as others have done, I recommend, as a very honefl man, C’.ay Deponaitee, fo often 
mentioned by me, otherwife entitled Kin Abee, a very topping trader, wdioin, if lull 
alive, you will loon meet with there ; as alfo Pangeran Purba, Prince of Nogarree, Cay 
Rattattee, and Cay Demon, may claim the name of candid honell men. The flia- 
bander is likewife a man of a fair charader, and one whom you ought to keep in with. 
His bufmefs is to collefl and look after the Sultan’s culloms ; y'ou will find him a 
fcrviccable man. I'hey will inlilt, if you buy your pt'pper by wi'ight, to have it 
weighed by their dotchin or Itilliard, w'hich you tnay do ; but be fure try it lirll by 
your own weights, and keep it in your own cultody ; not fruiting it back again to 
them while you lie there, left they Ihould deceive you by anotlicr like it ; for they 
want no cunning nor dcfign, elleeming it no dilhonelt thing to client another with falfe 
weights and meafures ; for very few are honelt among them but by good looking 
after: therefore when you buy their goods, trull not to themfelves to weigh them, for 
W'hich they will at firft cavil very much, they having a method of clicaiing thereby 
more than you are aware of. 

Their great weights arc a pccull and a cattc : a cat to is twenty-two ounces nearcfl ; 
one hundred cattes make one pccull, wliich is one hundred and thirty-two pounds Eng- 
lilh avoirdupoife weight. Their fmall w'eights are a tiall, mas, tela, and mata boorong. 

Three mata boorongs make one tela ; fix tclas one mas ; fixteea mascs one tiall ; 
one tiall is one ounce eight pennyweights troy weight. 

You ought to carry no dollars under fcyentccn pennyweights nine grains; for the 
Banjareens will take them on no account ; therelV)re it is very proper to weigh a parcel 
of your.vdollars, ere you arrive there, and rel'ervc the hcaviell till lall ; otherwife they 
will cavil at taking thofe of fevcntcen pennyweights nine grains, if you have more 
money than will purchafe popper enough to load your Ihip, there is gold to be pur- 
chafed, which will turn to good account, if w'ell bought : and alfo diamonds, brought 
from Succadana, from three carats dcnvnwards. You buy your gold paying fo many 
dollars in ftiver for one t-fi diar weight of gold. Now if your dollars be more than 
feventeen pennyweights nine grains, they will flillly infill oti havhig fo many of thofe 
your dollars for feventeen pennyweights nine grains of gold ; which mull by no means 
be complied wdth. The following table may be of fcrvicc to the ready paymenr, (>f- 
pecially of the C’.hinefe, w ho dw'cll there, and might be brought more readily to take 
your weight of lilver fo, being their own cullom in China. 
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A Table of Dollars of Banjar 


reduced into Troy Weight* 


Dollars- 

Ounc^'i;. 

Dwt. C rains. 

Dollars. 

Ounces. 

Dwt. Grain! 

I 

0 

•7 

9 

80 

69 

10 

0 

2 

I 

>4 

18 

90 

78 

3 

18 


2 

12 

a 

ICO 

8G 


12 

4 

3 

9 

12 

200 

^73 

J 5 

0 

5 

4 

G 

2 I 

300 

260 

12 

12 

6 

5 

4 

6 

400 

347 

10 

0 

. 7 

() 

1 

15 

500 

434 

7 

12 

8 

6 

>9 

0 

600 

521 

5 

0 

9 

7 

iG 

9 

700 

608 

2 

12 

10 

8 

'3 


800 

695 

0 

0 

1 1 

9 

1 1 

3 

900 

781 

17 

12 

12 

10 

8 

12 

1000 

868 

^5 

0 

1.3 

II 

5 

21 

1 2000 

J 737 

10 

0# 

14 

. 12 

'I 

6 

' 3000 

2606 

5 

0 

‘5 

*3 

0 

15 

4000 

3475 

0 

0 

16 

^3 

18 

0 

5000 

4343 

J 5 

0 

‘7 

14 

15 

9 

6000 

5312 

10 

0 

18 

*5 

12 

18 

7000 

ho8i 

5 

0 


16 

10 

3 

8000 

C950 

0 

0 ' 

20 

17 

7 

12 

9000 

7818 

IS 

0 

. 3 *^ 

26 

I 

6 

10000 

8687 

10 

0 

40 

34 

15 

0 

20000 

^7375 

0 

0 

50 

43 

8 

18 

30000 

26062 

10 

0 

60 

52 

2 

12 

40000 

34750 

0 

0 

70 

60 

iG 

6 

50000 

43437 

10 

0 


Dt)llars 

Dwt. 

Grains. 

Decimal 

parts. 

4 

8 

j6 

0 

0 


4 

8 

.250 

i 


4 

.125 

] 

■« () 

1 

2 

.062 

1 

0 

13 

.03 1 


For example : udjnit you had purchafed 40 dollars weight of gold, at lo dollars per 
dollar weight of 17 pennyweights nine grains, in the table you will find againft 40 
dollars weight, 34 ounces 15 pennyweights; which by the following table* of ounces 
troy reduced into fialls, mafses, telais, and mata boorongs, is of their weight 24 tialls, 
13 mafs, o tclai, g mata boorongs, and .57117 decimal parts: but if you pay them 
1 o dollars weight for the weight of 1 7 pennyweights 9 grams of gold (as they will 
infill, on, efpecially the Banjareens), there will be a great difference to your lofs 
when you purchale gold with your heavy money, if there be any left, as generally 
there is. • 
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A Table of Troy Weight reduced into Weights of Banjar. 


Ounce?. 

Tial. 

Mafs. 

Telai- 

Mata Decimal 
Boorong. parts. 

I 

0 

II 

2 

I .71428 

1 

I 

6 

5 

0 .42856 

3 

2 

2 

I 

2 .14284 

4 

2 

*3 

4 

0 *85712 

5 

3 

9 

0 

2 .57140 

6 

4 

4 

3 

I .28568 

7 

4 

*5 

5 

2 .99996 

8 

S 

1 1 

2 

I .71424 

9 

6 

6 

5 

0 .42852 

lO 

7 

2 

I 

2 .14280 

20 

»4 

4 

3 

1 .28560 

3 ° 

21 

6 

5 ‘ 

0 .42840 

4 o 

28 

9 

0 

2 ,57120 

50 

35 

1 1 


1 .71400 

6o 

42 

*3 

4 

0 .85680 

70 

49 

*5 

5 

2 .99960 

80 

57 

0 

I 

2 .14240 

90 

64 

4 

3 

I .28520 

100 

7 ‘ 

6 

5 

0 .42800 

200 

142 

13 

4 

0 .85600 

300 

214 

4 

3 

1 .28400 

400 

285 

1 1 

2 

I .71200 

500 

357 

2 

1 

2 .14000 

600 

428 

9 

0 

2 .56800 

700 

499 

*5 

5 

2 .99600 

800 

571 

6 

S 

0 .42400 

900 

642 

*3 

4 

0 .8520c 

1000 

7«4 

4 

3 

1 .28000 

2000 

1428 

9 

0 

2 .56000 

3000 

2142 

*3 

4 

0 .84000 

4000 

2857 

2 

I 

2 .12000 

5000 

3571 

6 

5 

0 .40000 

6000 

4285 

1 1 

2 

I .68000 

7000 

4999 

*5 

5 

2 .96000 

8000 

57*4 

4 

3 

I .24000 

9000 

6428 

9 

0 

2 .5I0OO 

10000 

7142 

*3 

4 

c .7000c 

Pennyweights. 

Mafs. 

Tclai, 

Mata Decimal 

Boorong. parts. 

• 1 

0 

3 

1 

.2857 

2 

1 

0 

2 

• 57*4 

3 

I 

4 

0 

•857* 

4 

2 

1 

2 

.1428 

5 


5 

0 

.4285 

lO 

5 

4 

0 

•857* 

20 

li 

2 

Z 

•7*42 
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The Banjareens caft up the Aims or accounts, as the Chinefc <lo, by fmall things 
like button-moulds, on fundry fticks placed in two rows in a box. Thel’e they (hove 
up and down very nimbly with their fingers, and arc very exadb and exp’bditious. They 
are naturally very docible and inquifitive, for moA of the boft traders had learnt from 
us, the little time we were there, to underftand our figures and way of counting ; and, 
when they fold us pepper, would fet down their fundry draughts, (tens in a fum) then 
add their totals together at laft. 

If the trade was continued annually, it would improve greatly ; for on the certainty 
of the China junks meeting here with the Englifli fhips, you miglit be well fupplied 
with China goods near as cheap as if you wc-re to go to China for them, .confidering 
how much longer the voyage is, the great expences thereof, the Emperor’s cuftoms, 
the port‘chargcs, and other extraordinary Aims exafted from the furpercargoes by the 
hoppos, &c. they can fettle the trade, and leave the port : 1 am fure at Icaft, that 
fomc advantage may be made hereof. Moreover, the Maccafler praws come in here 
yearly about the latter end of September, and bring flaves, cloves, nutmegs, mace, 
gamboge, calTia-lignum, and Amdry other merchandizes ; with whom fome money 
may be laid out to advantage. — ^Note, that we paid no cuftom here but for pepper. 

The Banjareens have only one crop of pepper every year, though I have been told 
that they had two ; Tor the latter is only what fprouts out of the ftocks after the chief 
crop is gathered, and it never amounts to any great quantity. It is gathered only by 
the poorer fort, whom necefiity obliges to do it : however, the gathering thereof doth 
much prejudice the enfuing crop. 

Of black pepper they have three forts : the firft and beft is called Molucca, or Lout 
pepper ; the fecond, or middling fort, is called Caytongee pepper ; and the worll, Negar- 
ree pepper, of which laft fort they have the greateft quantity ; it is a fmall, hollow, light 
pepper, and the moft full of duft ; tlicrefore in bargaining at firft with them, you muft 
agree tp buy by weight, and not by meafurc, oihcrwife they will lliulHe you oIF with 
the lighteft and word fort, referving the Molucca and heavy fort for the Chinefe, who 
buy by weight. If you are not cautious, they will mix fmall black ftones with the 
pepper, which are not eafily difeerned, neither can your garbling-mill throw them out ; 
which would be a double lofs in paying pepper.price and freight for ftones. I’lieir 
meafure is the ganton, which contains about a Winchefter gallon, 

'I'hey have wliite pepper, which is commonly fold for twice the price of the black. 
They tell you that it is made white by a certain bird, which they call ballaree, that 
lives on black peppty, digefting nothing but the huik, and dunging out the fubftance, 
which through this means becomes white, and is gleaned up by the poor p«ople, of 
whom we always bought it by very fmall parcels at a time. Their beft long pepper, 
free from duft and worms, is fold at about four dollars per pecull. 

Befidcs pepper/ they have plenty of birds’-neft, the beft in the world, wipch are fold 
at ninety or one htmdred dollars per pecull ; the whiteft and cleareft is the beft. It 
is fo called •from certain birds, much after the nature of a pctrell, or fwaHow, which 
(as they tell us) having fw’allowed the feum, fpawn, and froth of the fea, fly into the 
holes of the rocks, and high cliffs near the fea, where they vomit it, and beat it up 
with their w'ings into a confiftency, which ferves them that feafon as flefts, (for they 
make new ones every year) and after they have abandoned them, the natives do gather 
thefo, being then a hard fubftance, and fell them at the aforementioned price. This 
bird’s-neft is counted a great provocative to venery. 

T'heir fanguis draconis, or dragons’ blood, is alfo the beft and Ancft in the world ; 
it is the juice of a tree, whofe fruit is as red as a cherry ; the beft is known by its 
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bright colour, whei? rubbed on paper. They bring it to you in fmall drops about an 
inch long each, wrapped up in leaves, or flags, and will endeavour to perfuade you 
to buy it fo ; f^hich you muft not comply with, unlcfs you are willing to buy a pig in 
a poke, by trufting to their honefty. The beft is fold out of the leaves at about forty 
dollars per pecull. 

• Here are Jambe canes, which, if you pick them, they fell for four dollars per hun- 
dred. We bought feveral of them, which to the eye feemed very beautiful, but in 
two or three days proved to be good for nothing, being Ihrivclled up ; which hap- 
pened by reafon they were not cut in a proper foafon, and not come to their full 
growth, or rightly cured, which is done by fire and bees’ -wax ; whereby the outward 
rind is hardened, and hindered from falling in and ihrivelling, as aforefaid. 'I’hey have 
alfo plenty of rattans, iron-ftone, and very good loadflone. 

Their gold is of three forts, diftinguiflicd by head, belly, and ft)ot. The head, 
called alfo Molucca gold, is in grains as big as bay-falt, of a very irregular fhape. We 
bought fojne (and I reckon it dear) at eleven weights of filvcr for one of gold. The 
belly is a fmaller fort, like fand or brafs filings, and is fold at ten weights of filvcr for 
one of gold. I'he foot-gold is the fame to outward appearance ; but is fold at nine 
for one : however, I do not queftion but, when a trade is fully fettled with tiiem, it 
may be bought cheaper. I find the belly-gold, according to t'lie diHercnccs of the 
aforementioned prices, the mofl profitable to bu}-. 

If you buy any in bars, cut them half way with a chizzel, then break, and toadi 
them ; for very often they will cover a hafe metal fo tirtilicially with gold, that it you 
cut it quite through with your chizel, inftead eif breaking it, V)U will draw the gold 
over with it, and prevent the dil'covery. The Molucca gold has lui artilicitil tillay, and 
comes up in finenefs to about twenty-two carats Tnglifh : the belly and loot gold, 
being more uncertain, is often found with more or Icfs quantity of iron tluft, or Ibme- 
thing much refembling it, and comes fo out of the rivers. 'I’he natives do clear it by 
the help of a loadftonc, which they rub amongfl the gold dull in a fiiell or difh ; 
w'hereby the loadftonc draws out moft of the iron jiarticles ; but for want of better 
knowledge, they can never get it clear out ; therefore you cannot be too circuml'pecl 
when you buy any. They elteem the higheft coloured gold the beft, provided it be 
without allay, as it always is when in duff. Now I have fpoken of (heir gold, 1 call 
to mind a pleafant notion that they generally believe to be true. I often enquired of 
them why they held uj) the price of their gold and diamonds fo very high, lince tin- 
country afforded fo great a plenty of both ? They -always anfwcrcd me, that they had 
great trpuble, difficulty, and danger, in getting thereof out of flie earth ; that the 
devil, who is the foie maftcr of all the gold and diamonds that lay hid in the earth, 
often -appeared to them in the mines, ftriking fome of them dead (ju the fpot, afllicting 
others with ficknefs, &c. and that when hefuffered them to gel any into their polfef- 
fion, it was chiefly to lerve his own ends, by fetiing them, and the relt of the world 
together by the ears about it. This notion proceeds from the damps that frequently 
kill thofe who work in mines : and as to feeing the devil, it is only what we call Will in 
the wifp, as I have already mentioned. 

They haveiikewife the beft unrefined camphire in the world ; but that being out 
of my knowledge, I bought none ; neither can I tell the price, or different forts thereof. 

The fine monkey bezoar is here fold at four or five times the weight in filvcr. 'I’he 
beft is of a greeniffi, or olive colour. You will find fome in fize from a penny- 
weight, to an ounce and upwards. I queftion whether thefe very large ones are 
monkey, or goat bezoar : however, the natives value them at a greater rate for being 
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large. They are very dexterous at making falfe ftones, which appear fo like the true 
bezoar ftones, that unicl's you take great care, you will be often aeceived. The beft 
way to try them is thus ; rub on a piece of white paper fome white-lead, lime, or chalk; 
then rub your bezoar thereon : if it be good, it will turn the wHite-lead, &c. to a 
grccnilh colour. Here is alfo a fort of bezoar, called by the natives golega derrc 
landack, whicli gives a pleafant bitter tafte to wine, water, &c. when infufed a finall 
time therein ; and yet there appears no vifible diminution of its fubftance. 

As to an inveftment outward, a fmall matter for a private trader, may turn to ac» 
count, viz, iron bars, fmall ftccl bars, linall looking- glaftcs, hangers with buckhorn 
handles, llieet-lead, beautiful callinumcocs, knives without forks, proper mixture of 
cutlery ware ; the fnialleli: fort of fpike nails, twenty-penny nails, fmall ^rapplings 
of about /orty pounds weight, and fmall guns from one to two hundred weight, with- 
out carriages ; red leather boots, fpedfacles, proper fortment of clock-work, fmall 
arms, brafs-mounting bell-mouth-iron blunderbulfes, ordinary horfe piftols, gun- 
powder, a few fcarlc^t-worfted ftockings. See. But now I think it is time to proceed 
on the journal of my return thrbugh the Straits of Bally, whcivin I ftiall be the more 
particular, by reafon thole ftraifs were feldom or never navigated by any of our country 
before, el’pccially in the wcfterly monfoon, which is the only time we arc obliged to 
attempt it. • 


CHAP. III . — Giving n Difcription of the IJJand of Madura^ the City and Kingdom of 
Ballami'oan", the Straits of Bally, Cape of Good Hope, the Ijlands of St, Helena and 
ylficnfiun, fffc. 

WE fteered our courfc by log fouth-fouth-weft having little wind at weft by north. 
In order to get fight of the eaft end of the ifland of Madura : and the next day, being 
the 25th of December, 1 faw the ifland called Arients, bearing fouth by weft diftant 
about fix leagues. At firft I took it to be the ifland called Nifle Solombo, but found 
my niiflake, being carried away by the current near eight leagues to the eaftward of 
my reckoning in I'o fmall a run, having little wind and fair weather : not being able 
to weatluT it, I ftood along the fliorc, and had good foundings ; but we were greatly 
furprized w'hen wc found the water on a hidden ftioaling from twelve fathoms to three 
and three-fourths ; and upon examination, the water being clear, wc could fee rocks 
at bottom, and found all along the fhore uncertaui flielves of rocks and depths of 
water, which you may be hurried on or over by the great currents ; fo that it is very 
dangerous coming nc#r that Ihorc, without you are very well acquainted with it, and 
have a commanding gale. I'he wind coming about to the northward of the vtfcft, we 
laid up pretty well, and at fix in the evening we faw the iflands Solombo and Nifle 
. Solombo, but came not near enough to be able to give any particular account of 
them : however, 1 fiave been credibly informed that licef cfpecially, and other pro- 
vifions, are v£ry cheap there. We fteered away foulh-weft all night, with little wind, 
fair weather, and a very fmooth fea, founding every hour till feven the next morning ; 
and had from thirty to forty-three fathom water. At twelve at noon this day, being 
the 27th, Poolo-Pondy bore fouth, and the call end of Madura fouth-wef^ by weft half 
weft about five leagues ; and I found by my reckoning, that the end of Madura lies 
fouth-half-weft diftance fixty-feven leagues from I'ombcrneo road. At this time of 
year there is a ftrong current fets to the eaft-north- eaftward. 

December the 27th, we had the wind at nortli-weft, Iqually the firft part, the latter 
fair weather : I ftood along fhore between Poolo-Pondy and Madura, according to the 
beft directions of the drafts, and our own judgments, in order to get into the feuth- 
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t?afl great bay to buy foine provifions, and recruit our frefli water, believing this might 
be the lafl place we fhould touch at till we came to the Cape of Good Hope. I found 
very good gradual foundings according to the direftions of our fea-cards, till I came 'to 
the northernmofl: point of the bay, which is the eafternmofl point of the ifle of Madura, 
where on a fiidden the water flioalcd from four fathoms and a half to fourteen feet, and 
rny fliip ftruck faft on a fhelf of coral rocks at four in the afternoon, which happened 
the more unfortunately becaufc it was at the time of high-water: we endeavoured to 
back her off, but to no purpofe, fo that in Icfs than a quarter of an hour the ebb came 
on fo ftrong that we could not get out an anchor, neither could the long-boat row a- head 
with feven oars. Finding no remedy but patience till the next tide, w'e llruck the yards 
and topm^fls to cafe her ; for the tide fetting on her broadfidc at the rate of five or fix 
miles an hour, had wrung her over fcveral rocks, fo that had file not been very ftrong 
it might have ruined her ; for at half an hour after ten at night, it being low water, 
and the fiiip fewed eight feet, we could fee where beft to lay our anchor, which accord- 
ingly we did, and at eleven the tide fet ftrong to the north-north-caft, it being on the 
change of tlie moon, whereupon we got her oft without any vifible damage at that 
time, and anchored in the offing in five and a half fathoms water, and oozy ground. 
In ctnning from the northw^ard on going into this bay, or through between the aforefaid 
iflands, you will fee a pleafant towm on the (larboard fide ; and if you come no nearer 
the fiiore of Madura than five fathoms water you can receive no damage. 

December the aSth, wind at north-weft, fqually weather, we weighed and run into 
the bay, giving the point aforelaid a large birth, at two in the afternoon, where we 
anchored in five fathoms water, 'fhis bay lies in the latitude of fix minutes forty- 
eight degrees fouth, and longitude one hundred and eleven minutes twenty two de- 
grees from London ; the fouth-eafi: end of Madura bearing fouth-weft by fouth, the 
eafternmoft land north-by-weft, and Pooly Pondy caft-north-caft. Here is very 
good riding, and alfo good victualling very clicap ; as oxen, buftalocs, fowls, eggs, 
fait, tamarinds, fugar, lemons, oranges, and moft forts of other fruit. We lay here 
level! days, fitted up our boats, fiflied the bolt-fprit, faked up provifions, and filled 
our water. We went afliore about a mile within the north point of the bay, where 
lies almolt at high-water mark a prodigious large fcull of a whale, which has been 
there above three years. This fcull may be feen from the fiiip, if not gone, and will 
lerve to dire£l where to land, it being the properefl place. As you go affiore with 
your boat, you will find in founding a long flielf of land and rocks that lie between you 
and the fiiore, which thole who fail that way ought to be acquainted with, fliould they 
have occafion to turn their fiiip farther up the bay : the faid fiielf is neareft the fiiore. 

Ihe natives are very treacherous, therefore you ought to go well armed, and not 
ftraggle far up into the country. They are in ftaturc, countenance, and drefs much 
like the Banjareens, by religion pagans, and are governed by a Raja of their own. 

1 he foil is of a rcddifii colour, but very fruitful ; part thereof being covered with plca- 
iaiit wood^s and groves ; part fine fields inclofed with hedges that are fullxif filk-cotton 
trees, which afiord both profit and delight. The houfes arc built with bamboos, and 
covered with cajan-leaves, the floors being generally laid over with curious mats. Their 
towns arc fitpted among agreeable groves of cocoa-nut and pomegranate trees. I faw 
no other grain but rice and maize, or Guinea corn. 

We pitched a tent by the fea-fide, where we lodged fome of our men night and day, 
but I would not advife the practice, thereof again, it being very dangerous, as will appear 
hereafter Hither the country people, men, women and children came down to us 
with all brts of provifions. We killed our beef about fun-fetting, then cut it up and 
faked it befere fun-rifing, it being the cooleft time. The water we got there was but 
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mdrfferent, tho wells being near the fea-fliore, ebb and flow with fhc f ide ; fo that the 
water cannpt be \ery frclh, being drained only that fliort fpace through the vcin.s oi tlie 
earth : it is always beft at low water. 

In all thefe parts you find fonicbody who has the title of Shabandcr, and feems 
to govern the reft in refpeft of trade, and exchanging your money, to whom fomc 
I'mall prefent inuft be made. Wc had not been long on flwre ere the old lhabander 
came to us, and charged us, as a friend, to be gone from the place, or elfe it Vould 
be worfe for us ; whereupon wc all went on board the fame evening, which, if we 
had not done, I do not queftion but we fhould have repented it. I did not know the 
danger thereof till afterwards. The rcafon it feems was, that after we had fettled the 
prices of the provifions we wanted with the fliabander, feveral (jf their own people ftole 
their neighbours’ oxen, &c. and in the fliabander’s abfence brought them to us, and 
fold them at a cheap rate, then ran away with the money and hid tlieinielves, and 
left us to be puniflied I’or what we were innocent of. I'his, it feems, is a trick they 
commonly put upon ftrangers,* therefore 1 thought lit to give othc'r perfons a caution 
thereof that they may avoid it, which may be done by buying only of the fliabander, 
or fuch of his friends as you will foon find out, or in his prefence. 

Having got all thjjngs ready, we weighed on the filth of January, about fix in the 
morning, and ftood away fouth-fouth-weft, and I'outh-wcft-by-Ibuth, from the fouth 
point of the bay. Note, that in running out this bay, if you are bound for the ftreights 
of Bally, it is beft to keep the fouth point on board, in about eight, nine or nm fathoms 
water, and not farther from the fliore ; to which you have gradual good foundings ; 
but farther in the offing are fundry Ihoals, funk rocks and uncertain depths, which 
are not laid down in any fea-cards as ever I law. Wc were like to h;ivc run on one 
of thefe Ihoals in the day-time ; but feeing the water coloured, we avoided it, brought 
to, and fent the boat to found where we found no more than cloven feet water, 
though a fliip’s length farther we found fourteen fathoms, lb that there is no W'arning, 
by foundings there. This Ihoal is a quarter of a mile long,^ ^ytng north-eaft, and fouth- 
W'elt neareft. When you are on the rocks or llioal the Ibuth-eaft end of Madura will 
bear weft-half-fouth, and Poolo Pondy north-half-oaft. Thefe flioals are the more 
dangerous, becaufe of the uncertain ftrong currents ; but whoever follows the fore- 
going direftions may go fafe in and out of this bay. 

The courfe from the fouth-eaft point of Madura to Cape Zandarecn is fouth-fouth- 
eaft diftant about twenty leagues, and no danger between, but what is called in our 
cards Muyden’s rock, which is there very crroneoully laid down ; its bearing from 
the north-eaftermoft point of Java is Ibuih-by-wcft, diftant eight miles. Neither is it 
a rock as the cards reprefent, but feveral flioals of fand that lie call and weft, a mile 
and more in length. Some at high water arc juft covered, and the higheft is not to be 
feen above a mild ^ in the day-time. ‘ I failed all round them, and had no ground 
with eighty fethoras’of line, when we were within mulket-ftiot of the faid Ihoals. 

The faid north-eaft end of Java is exceeding mountainous, and may be feen plainly 
from the aforefaid Bay of Madura. South half call, from the faid point, diftant about 
two leagues, is the cape called Cape Zandarecn, being a low rocky ppint, but fteep 
withal. From Cape Zandarecn to Poolo Gilleboang, which is a fraall illand lying 
about a third part over the entrance of the ftreights of Bally, the courfe is fouth-bv- 
eaft half-eaft diftant about four leagues. The illand is low, full of trees and breakers 
all round, but you may fail on either fide, giving the illand a good birth. I failed to 
the weftward, between it and Java, and could get no ground with our lead. The 
PalTagc there is very narrow, but between the ifland and Cape Zandarecn is a larire 

VOL. XI. * e> 




A VOYAGE TO BORNEO. 


146 

bay, where there is good anchoring. Near the fliore are two'or three fiiheries, where 
feveral rivulets fall into the fea, and one large catarad of water from a very high hill 
that falls not above ene hundred yards from the fea-fliore. 

I anchored one evening there, and being willing to take in frelh water, I went 
with the long boat, manned and armed, to feek forae. We difcovered a fmall village 
near the fliorc, which we made towards, and perceived that on our approach the 
peopltf^were in a great fright and confufion ; for, it feems, very few of them had 
ever before feen any Europeans, or white men ; the women and children flew into 
the neighbouring woods, and the men made down towards the flrand, being in. 
number between twenty and thirty, all armed with long fpears, and poifoned daggers ; 
their bodies ftained, and naked, all but their privities : they arc tall, ftrong men, and 
fpeak the Malayo language. I ordered the boat on Ihore at once amongil: them, 
where I landed with one Mr. RIchardfon, a pafl'enger, having left all the arms in the 
boat, except our pocket piftols, and ordered our men to keep in it, and make no (hew 
of arms without they fliould fee them offer to affrons us. One whom I fuppofe to 
be their chief, feeing only us two, advanced from the reft, and met us half way : 
we took each other by the hand, in a very friendly manner ; and after the firft falu- 
tations, I informed him that we were not Dutchmen, (whom thefp people have a great 
hatred for,) whereupon he gave a fignal, and the reft laid down their weapons, and 
came in a peaceable manner to us. I’hey informed us where we might water ; and 
indeed, were very land and generous ; for I thought they would never have done 
prefenting us with dried venifon and falt-fifli ; in return of which, 1 gave them 
tobacco, a;rrack, knives, and empty bottles, which we had in the boat, and were very 
acceptable to them. After wc had fpent an hour in chatting with them on the beach 
(for wc went not to the town,) the night approaching, we returned on board. As wc 
row'ed clofe along the fliore, it being dark, wc were mightly ftartled at a great noife, 
Tuftling and bounding that wo heard in the neighbouring wood ; but we found after- 
wards that it was a large herd of deer, who were drinking at a fmall river, and 
being frightened at the noife of our oars, made this buftlc in rufliing through 
the woods. 

That night wc had a violent tornado, that forced us to Tea, with the lofs of a new 
anchor and cable, and drove us over to the aforelaid bay on the ifland of Madura. 
From our firft failing from the faid bay, to get through the ftreights of Bally, we 
were fifteen days, though it be not above thirty leagues, and in the wellcrly monfoon ; 
at w'hich lime a perfon, who is a ftranger to the coaft, would, think it not above 
twenty-fbur hours work. At laft we fell into the following knowledge and method, 
otherwife we could not well have got through at all ; for once in twenty-four hours 
you have a foutherly wniid from the lea, blov/ing through the ftreights, and is right 
againft you, coming on like a tornado, and blowing with fuch force, (being always 
attended with violent raiiO that at firft coming on you will be obliged^ to hand all 
your fails, till the ftrength of it be over. Thereafonl take to be, (for on the other 
fide of the ftreights, in the road of Palamboan, or Ballamboang, you fliall only fee it, 
and never feel jt,) bccaufe the ftreights, not being wider than in the river Thames, 
and having ftcep mountains on each fide, whofe tops generally overlook the clouds, 
the wind coming out of the wide fea, though in a gentle manner, gathers, hangs to, 
and is endreafed by thofe clouds ; fo that it is obftru&ed and contradfed by the narrow- 
nefs of ikt paffage, till it forces its way through at once, in a manner like wind forced 
throughrE tube, or through the nozzle of a pair of bellows, but feldom lails above an 
hour or two ; though not a quarter of an hour in its greateft violence. 

You 
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You always hare timely notice before it comes, fo that wheir you would pafs to 
the fouthward, it is advifeable to keep the coaft of Java on board, fteering- along (hore, 
within a mile or two with the northerly fea-breeze, which lafts till the other comes 
from the fouthward, till you run four or five leagues to the fouthward of the north-eaft 
end of Java. Then you will open a black fandy bay, which reaches to Poolo 
Gilleboang : and when you fee the tornado beating up in the ftreights a-head of you, 
which may be difcemcd for about an hour before it reaches you, then get near eitough 
into that bay to anchor ; for it will fuddcnly fall calm, and the current will horfe 
you out again : however, the current runs not always to the fouthward, but you 
will find many eddies j fo you mull night and day attend the northerly breezes, and 
anchor in that bay, before the other comes on ; oiherwife you tvili lofe by the latter 
more tha*n you gain by the former, and never get through. Note, that there is no 
fafe anchoring before you reach that bay. 

On the 1 5th of January we were in the ftreights ; and it was but a very diftnal 
profpeft to fee thofe vaft mountains on each fide, which by the narrownefs of the 
paflage feem ready to fall upon your head j and the noife which the fea makes in the 
hollows of the rocks is moft frightful. Sometimes you have gulfs of wind from the 
hills flying round thq,compafs in three minutes time, and then as iuddcnly it becomes 
calm ; fo that I would advife you to keep a boat a head, to prevent your being fwung 
round by the circling eddies, occafioned by the rapidity of the current to the fouth-, 
ward ; by which means, when once you are entered the narroweft part, you are 
foon through, and the danger is not by half fo great as may be imagined. 

I’he next day we anchored in a bay over againft a pleafant town on the il^e of Java, 
called Ballamboang, or Pallamboan, where W'e defigned to fill all our empty water-cafks, 
and take in new fupplics of what we wanted. This town attd road lie fo convenient 
for watering and viftualling, that I fliall enlarge a little upon it. j 

Ballamboang is fituated on the fouth-eaft part of Java, near the paflage, between 
that and the ifland of Bally in the latitude of eight degrees thirty minutes fouth, and 
in the longitude from London of one hundred and eleven degrees thirty minutes, having 
fine meadows, and a pleafant champaign country for many miles round it. Near 
the fea the foil is fandy, and there are feveral fmall rivers on each fide of the town, 
where you may go with your boat, and water at half tide over the bars ; but you muft 
not forget to carry a grappling, for you have fometimes an ugly furf on the Ihore. 
I'hc country aflbrds plenty of oxen, the beft and largeft I ever met with out of 
England ; alfo buftalees, deer, hogs, ducks, geefe, fowls, eggs, goats, rice, Indian 
corn, potatoes, yams, cucumbers, and all forts of delicious fruits ; all whfth are 
wonderful cheap : alfo plenty of very fine fifh, either frelh or dried. 

This town, or rather city, is the capital of the kingdom ; it is called in our maps 
Palamboan, and in feme Palambuam ; but the natives pronounce it Ballamboang, and 
it gives its narne to the whole kingdom. Here the King generally refides, but fome- 
times alfo at a place about fifteen miles up in the country, which is called Cota, 
fignifying a caftic. He ftyles himfelf Raja Mas Boogoos Peltey. His kfingdom 
extends itfelf about feventy or eighty miles from the call * end of Javj, along the 
fouthern parts and from north to fouth, along the eaft end of Java, about fifty or 
fixty miles. As to the north and weft bounds, 1 can give no account. He is a great 
Prince, and very abfolute ; by religion a Pagan, as are moft of his fubjefts. There 
are fbme Mahometans, and a few Chinofe. 

On our firft anchoring they were under an alarm, and had fent to their King, who 
was m the country, and came down immediately to them before our boat had got 
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afhore, in which went ourpurfer, and Mr. Richardfon, who fpeaks the language. I 
gave them arms, and cautioned them to be always upon their guard, to ufe them 
civilly, and let them know that wc wanted only provifions, wood and water ; for 
which we would pay very honeftly. Now there was a Chinefe among thettjj, as a 
fhabander, who, feeing our colours, knew us to be Englifh, and told the King what 
we were, affuring him that we were not Dutch, of whom they are very jealous ; and 
indeed not without reafon, many cruelties having been exercifed by them in the 
weftern part of the iiland. Upon ihcfe affurances, the King feeing the boat make tow'ards 
fhore, came himfelf in a flying praw, with his colours difplayed, gongs beating, and 
feveral attondants in other boats, to meet ours a little way off from Ihore. 

After knowing by enquiry, who they were, and what they wanted, the King told 
them they were welcome, and fliould be fupplied ; defiring them to tell their captain, 
that he would be glad to fee him on fliore the next day. In the evening the boat 
returned with fonie fruit, ^c. and gave me the foregoing account j adding, that they 
feemed to be hoai ty, civil people. f 

Accordingly, next morning, 1 went myfelf, with feveral others, befides about 
twelve failors, being all well armed. Before 1 reached the fliorc, I was met by t^e 
King, with his attendants, who welcomed me and told me, he was very defirbus 
to fee my fliip, having never feen one in his life. I was much furprized at his 
freedom, in venturing fo fuddeuly on board ; but afterwards I underltood it was 
owing to the aforefaid Chinefe, w'ho affured hitn that the Englifli were very generous, 
civil people ; that they traded to his country, though the Dutch were not fuffered 
to come there, kc. I told him I would return with him, and afkcd if he would 
pleafe to come into my boat, which he readily complied with. He was dreffed in a 
Ihort black velvet jacket, trimmed with narrow gold lace, an ill-fliaped red cap on his 
head, with abundance of gold and ftone rings on his fingers. When we arrived oa 
board I made him heartily welcome, treating him with arrack and wine ; the former 
he drank very plentifully of, but the latter he did not fo much care for. He enquired 
my name, and fet it down, as 1 pronounced it, in his own writing, which he feemed 
to be very dextrous at ; then he pronounced it very properly, and faid he would 
remember me if ever I came again. Wc then fet out all together in my boat for fliorc. 
I ordered the gunner to fire fome guns, which he did, as foon as we got clear of the 
fliip ; wherewith the King was w'onderfully pleafed, and returned me many thanks. 
His attendants were fuch prodigious thieves, that we had much ado to watch, and 
keep them from dealing during their flay on board. As to the King, for a rough, 
unpoliflied man, 1 think 1 never met a better in my life. When we landed, he con- 
duced us to his palace, which was a large fquare, palifadoed in, with feveral little 
rooms and apartments for his women, he. We were not long fat crofs,-legged, when 
he made us an apology, and having drawm up five or fix of his .o'idiers, with match- 
locks, he faluted us by way of thanks for our great guns. Then he gave us a dinner, 
according to their belt manner, confifling of venifon, currees, rice, fowls, &c. His 
oran-cays kept all at a great diflance, and fhewed him very groat refpeC. He took 
great delight in making I'ome of his attendants drunk w'ith our arrack. We had not 
long dined ere about thirty of his wives or concubines entered the place, and palled 
by us one by one, each having a flave to attend her j who bore on their heads fundry 
forts of the befl fruit, and prefented us with fo great a quantity, that it was more than 
our boat could carry oft* at once. The King alfo prefented us with two oxen, three 
large deef, one bufl'aloc, and feveral bags of rice, with ducks, geefe, hens, &c. 
amounting full to the value, if not more, than what I prefented to him. 
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After dinner two of our gentlemen rode out on horfeback. a little way into the 
woods ; which abound with deer, wild peacocks, and feveral other kinds of fowls. 
Their Wfes are fmall, but very beautiful and fiei-y ; a remarkable inftance of which 
I was eye witnefs to : for the King knowing that they were gone out on horfeback, 
faid he would (hew me fome fport, by which I might know which of thefe two Englilh 
gentlemen was the beft horfeman. I wondered what his projed was ; when he led 
me out by the hand, feveral of his men following us to the wood-fidc : he had placed 
two of his foldiers unknown to me behind a bulh ; who, as foon as the horfemen 
came by, fired their match-locks acrofs the horfcs nofcs, which made them ftart, 
kick, caper, and bound in a ftrange manner ; fo that they were not to J?e governed. 
One of the riders was thrown off’, the other w'ith much difficulty kept his faddle. The 
King feemed much delighted with his projed, and laughed very heartily j but you 
may imagine how the gentlemen were frightened, efpecially at firft. 

We ftaid here fix days, in which time we had vidualled, watered, and cut wood 
enough, they being all the while very civil to us. He told us, that he tarried there 
only for our fake, left there Ibould happen any quarrel between his fubjeds and us, 
or left they fhould fteal any thing from us, &c. However, about noon he went up 
into the country ; neither was he long gone, when fome of us had reafon to be forry 
for his departure : for the purfer having fome little bufinefs to fettle with the fhaban- 
dcr, as he was palling through a narrow lane towards the boat, being accompanied by 
the King’s brother and another man, the former having alked him what it was o’clock ; 
the purfuer pulled out his watch, and upon his defiring to fee it himfelf, he gave it 
into his hand, which he no fooner got hold of. but he took to his heels, the other 
man holding a fpear to the purfer’s breaft whilft the King’s brother ran away, whom 
he afterwards followed, and left the poor purfer to purfue his w'ay to the boat by 
himfelf, being glad to come off fo. You may guefs what a princely fpirit the 
brother had. 

Few or none of the natives ever faw any white men before, this coaft being hardly 
ever navigated by any Europeans : however, this place is mighty convenient for all 
fhips that make their paffage this way home through the ftreights of Bally, to prevent 
their being forced to lie during the weftcrly monfcon, and lofing fo much time on 
demorage, which would be a great charge to the Company. If you ride well in the 
bay in about five or fix fathoms water, you w’ill have good anch.oring. 

I made great inquiry of the producl; of their country, but found them in many differ- 
ent ftories, yet geperally they acknowledge that they have gold, pepper and cotton 
in great plenty j however I believe they arc not willing to let any foreigners, much 
lefs Europeans, know the riches or trade of their country, left they fltould force a 
fettlemcnt, which is no difficult matter to accompliffi. 

On Sunday the 23d of January 1714.15, about eight in the morning, I failed from 
thence towards th*c Cape of Good Hope. We ftood’away to the fouthward with the 
wind at w^ft-north-weft and wcft-fouth-welt, moftly in hopes of meeting the fouth-eaft 
trading-wind in the latitude of twelve or thirteen vi ogrees fouth, as in other parts of that 
fea, but found the contrary; for the monfeon blows between this place and New 
Holland fix mouths one way and fix another, viz. from October to Afril between the 
weft-north-weft and weft-fouth-weft, and from April to Ofliober again at eaft-fouth-ealt 
neareft. We got into the latitude of twenty degrees fouth, but faw no land • 
therefore do find the coaft of New Holland to be laid down in all our cards near twenty 
leagues more northward than it really is. I was almoft out of hopes of getting into the 
fouth-eaft trade-wind time enough to fave my paffage round the Cape, having fpent fo; 
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much time in beating 4 o the windward, but in vain, for we met with very hard gales i 
therefore I tacked to the north-weft ward on the 19th of February, havmg the wind at 
fouth-wcft and fouth-weft-by-weft, and on the 21ft following, in the latitude ^mghteett 
d^rees fouth, having gained two hundred and feventy miles to the weftwWti <fS the 
fwith-caft end of Java, I met with uncertain winds : and on the 23d I met 
fixed^fouth'^ft trade wind, ftout gales, which held us till the 24th of IVtarCh folloW# 
ing, to the latitude of thirty-three degrees forty-eight minutes fouth, and four thoufand’ 
three hundred and twenty-three miles to the weft of the fouth-eaft end of Java. This 
made us amends for the former lofs of time, running us to the rate of one hundred and 
forty to onejiundred and feventy miles in twenty-four hours time. 

Now our fair trade-wind had left us, and we had nothing but uncertainty to depend 
on, being feven hundred and eighty miles diftant from the Cape ; and our water 
falling (hort, we were forced to allow hut a quart each man for twenty-four hours. 
On the 4th of April we came to an anchor in Table-Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
in the latitude of thirty degrees fouth, and longitude from I.ondon fixteen degrees 
thirty minutes. Our men were moil of them fick and down with tiie feurvy, occa- 
iton^ by the length of our paffage, fo that we had fcarce men enough to furl the fails 
and bring the fliip to an anchor without great trouble and tilk. We fpent here thirty- 
eight days, being obliged to have our fick men afhore ; however the repairing our 
Ihip, which had fuflcrcd very much in beating betwixt the ftreights of Bally and New 
Holland, and alfo re-viftualling our fhip, was the occafion of our tarrying here fo long. 
Daring our ftay here I buried my chief mate, which was no fmall lofs to us, for he 
way a very good officer, and my cooper. 

This place for its pleal'antnefs, fertility* wholefome air, and convenient fituation for 
the fupply of both homeward and outward bound Kalt India fhips, is not to be paral- 
leled, whereof the Dutch to whom it belongs are not a little proud. The town is fituated 
on a fmall afeent on the fide of the bay, and confifts of about two or three hundred 
houfes built with ftone, about two or three ftories high, having plcafant rows of trees 
before the doors. There was formerly a drain of water that ran through the town : 
this they have lately turned into two canals, and built the fides up with ftone, which adds 
much to the beauty of the town. Here is one large church, a handfome hofpital, and 
a pretty large caftle, garrifoned and kept in good repair, which commands the bay : it is 
not very ftrong, but fufficient to anfwer the defign it was built for. The governor has a 
handfome dwelling-houfe therein. At the upper part of the town is a very large fine 
garden belonging to the Dutch Eaft India Company, which is furrounded partly with a 
wal1,and partly with a ditch, confifting of many very beautiful walks, and fcveral banks and 
canals, which have indeed been lately neglefted, and are much run to ruin, but the then 
prefent governor was about repairing them. Here is great abundance of good fruit, and 
variety of phyfic-plants and trees, as aloes of different forts, dragons-bloOd, and camphire- 
trees, with feveral others part: my obfervation. In this garden is likewife a houfe, built for 
that purpofe; wherein is kept a colleftion of the fkins of a multitude of ftrange beafts 
whuh Africa is famous for, fo artificially and nicely ftuffed, that at firft you would be 
furprifed at them, and would believe them to be really live creatures, viz. lions, tigers, 
leopards, elephants, rhinocerofes, wild cats, antelopes of feveral forts ; many large 
unfiiieable deer, and a creature called a ftriped afs, which they fay can never be tam^, 
thoi#gh taken young ; it is a beautiful creature, refembling a fine little horfe with an 
tail, and is ftriped and coloured like a tiger. There is alfo an amphibious creature, 
them maiiitee, or a fea-cow, which when alive could weigh np lefs than twenty- 
five jir&irty hundred weight. She comes up the frefli rivers in the night-time, and 
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then gets oft fbore to graze : fhe has a large body, a belly hanrag law almoft to the 
ground, ihort thick neck and legs, and feeins to be a very unwiady flow creature : hef 
teeth arCil^rge, with huge long tulks, which are counted good iyory. i. They fay the 
flelh otthe. young ones makes excellent bacon. 

At the hither end of the garden is the flave-houfe, where all the Company’s flaves 
arfe lodged and dieted ; their children are taken care of, and taught to write, read, &c. 
but continue flaves : you may fee the Dutch failors frequently go in and out to the flave- 
women, which is connived at by the government,, and are very accepiable to them who 
are negroes, and are very proud when their children prove whiter than theinfelves. 
There are no Hottentot flaves ; for as ignorant and brutifli as thofe peopje are^ they 
have a great love for liberty, and an utter averfion to flavery ; neither will they hire 
themfelves in your forvice longer than from morning to night, for then they will be 
paid, and fleep freemen, and no hirelings. 

Here is a ftore-houfe, wherein are kept all forts of marts, anchors, cables, guns, 
rigging, &c. to fupply their o\yi fliips : but rtiould an Englifli (hip unfortunately lofe 
a mart, or ftand otherwife in need of their aflirtaace, they may jjerifli fooner than be 
fuppHed, unlefs it be by fome clandertine method which the government do not allow of, 
and then pay a moft exorbitant price for what they want. 

The country all roujid is very pleafant and fertile, aflbrding great plenty of ail forts 
of provifions, efpecially beef and mutton, which are both of a price, viz. about two- 
pence a pound, though the latter is much better in its kind, and not inferior to ours 
in England. As for carrots, cabbage, turnips, and falletting, they are not behind 
hand with us ; which things are very agreeable to our palates, after fo long an abfli- 
nence from fuch diet as we were ufed to in our native country. It abounds alfo with 
all manner of fruit, as oranges, lemons, citrons, muflv, and water melons ; apples,, 
pears, cherries, pomegranates, grapes, &c. I’hcy have lately improved their vine- 
yards, fo that they have plenty of red and white mulcadello wine, and another pleafant, 
though fmaller wliite w'inc. The mufcadello is Ibid Irom twenty to twenty-four pounds 
the leaguer, which contains one hundred and fixty gallons, and the other at ten or 
twelve pounds. The neighbouring vallies are lull ol herbs (very many being medicinal), 
and flowers : the rivers and bordering fea alfor;l plenty of iilli, as the woods do venifon 
and honey. 

Neither is there a lefler plenty of wild fowl, as duck, leal, widgrop, curlew, par- 
tridge, pheafant, and many other forts, as \vc have in Englimd ; bendes, fuch us are 
peculiar to thofe par|s, as oftriches, whofc eggs arc fold very ciieap, and are good eat- 
iug, one being fulHcient lor two or three men at a nu-al. Here are great nuutbers of 
Canary birds. You may fee the fea, efpecially to the eurtward of the Cape, almoft 
covered with a fmall beautiful fpccklcd fowl, about the bignefs of a wood-pigeon, whichi 
they call pintado birds, fo named, I fuppofe, by the Portuguefe, by reafon of their 
fpeckled and, as it ftrere, painted feathers. They are very tame, and will fwim after' 
you in light*Vinds ; and fometimes in the worft of weather, when the Ibip “tries under 
little or no fail, they will furround it in great numbers, fwimming and playing on every 
failors, for their diverfion, do often put out hooks, or crooked pins, at the 
end of a piece of twine, baited with tallow or fat meat, wherewith tMey catch a vaft 

IT ^ ^b®y hardly fit to eat. You 

mall alfo fee frequently in the bay, as you are at anchor, whales and other great fifliefi 
fportmg about, particularly great Ihoals of feals, which will often follow your boat, 
woofe fkios are very fine, and I believe the beft in the world,. 
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Tile aioneythal paflbs h<ire is the fame as in Holland, viz. ftivers, 'donblekees* 
and rix-doHars. 'I’wo ftivers make one doublekee, three do^iiWekees One 
flffilpag, eight fkellings one rix-dollar. — Note : that if you pay a'vtfay«^i®p;f|lngHm 
ciiowns or Spanifh dollars, they will take them at no more than eight 
which is twenty-five per cent. lofs : therefore if you defign to touch at thi& 
ward-bound, I would advife you to (lock yourfclf with iuch goods in England as 
be proper for that market, to fupply your waiUs, or ntherwile you mult furnilh yoiiri' 
felf with Dutch money ; though goods, if properly chofon, may produce forty or fifty 
per cent, profit. Small pale ale in calks of about fiv pounds per tun, ftrong beer in 
bottles, tobacco, butter, cheefo, flint- glalfes, watches, and other proper fortment of 
clock-work, with flight fcarlet, black, or lky-co!our ftockings, will turn to as ^jod 
account as any thing you can carry tiiithe* 

Though fo many accounis have' !)• en g of tin* Hottentots, or Hotmendods, as 
otir failors vulgarly call them, by pei'ons of greater capacities than 1 can. pretend to, 
yet I cannot leave the place w'tli »ui faying loniethmg of them : they inhabit the 
country adjacent to the Cape, being the .uicieiu inhabitants, or aborigines thereof. 
They are called Hottentots from their frequent repetitions of that word in their danc- 
ings ; the men are tall, ftrong let, and vere fwiit runners ; haying broad flat nofes, 
blubbtr lips, great heads, difagreeablc features, fliort frizzled hair, and take them 
altogether nothing can be more ugly. Their Ikin is like our chimncy-fwccpers, not 
that they arc naturally fo black, but they make llieinfelvcs fo by daubing themfelves 
with foot and llinking greafe, which makes them fmcll inoft intolerably, and where- 
with their Ihort curled hair is fo clodded and ftifl', that 1 can compare it to nothing 
better than a frozen mop ; they wear no cloaths, but throw a fliecp’s Ikin, or the hide 
of fome other bcaft over their flioulders, the hairy fide being turned Inward. They 
cover their privy parts with a cafe of proportiorablc length made of the fame ftulF as 
the aforel'aid mantle, whicli flick., out in ^ moll unfecmiy manner. They bruife to 
pieces the left teflieU* of their uiale children wlicii young, for what rcafon I know not, 
unlefs it be in hopes that they may beg( i more males than females : being perhaps ol 
the opinion of fome naturalifls, wfui hold that the male femen comes from the right 
tcfticle, and the female from the leli. 'I’he women arc generally Ihort fquat creatures, 
b\it ftrong built, altogether as ugly in their kind as the men, having long flabby breafts, 
odioufly dangling dow'ii to their waift ; which they can tofs over their flioulders for 
their children to fuck, whom they generally carry on their backs : they wear the fame 
garb, and cover their privities with a Imail flap of fkin about five or fix inches fquare, 
tied round their waift with a thong of leather ; they befmear themfelves as the me^do, 
in order to have their bodies as fweeily perfumed, and their complexion as well painted 
as they. However they lurpafs them in one point of drefs, for they adorn their legs and 
arms with raw fliccps’ guts, not as much as waflied from the ordure, ‘but blown up with 
wind, and hung to the fuu till they are pure dry and ftinking. Thefe they wear by way 
of ornaraeilt, though if they happen to be hungry they will foon ftrip tfiem off, and 
make a heai-ty meal of them. You may guefs that thefe filthy animals, for they hardly 
deferve the name of rational creatures, if at London, would be much greater cuftomers 
to bur butchers, kitchen-wenches, and chimney-fweepers, for their drefs, &c. than to the 
ihbroefs, perfumers, &c. of Ludgate-hill or Covent-garden. There is no carrion fo 
tainted and naufeous but what they will make a dainty meal of ; which makes me 
thipk that they are born without the benefit of either fmell or tafte, for they covet not 
Tood than what I mentioned before. They are great lovirs of tobacco and 
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arrack, or any other fort of ftrong fpirits : and what is remarkabl»!j and (hews a good 
temper in thep, is, that when one of them has earned two or three." doublekees, he 
fails not others of his acquaintance to partake with him, spd will furely fpend 
it all.b^ night in tobacco and arrack, fitting down in the ftreets ; where they get 
dr|i|^ ipd Heep all night, though the weather be fometimes very cold. They are not 
unlike monkeys or baboons in their gcftures and poftures, efpecially when they 
# funning themfelves, as they often do in great numbers. I could not learn that 
they have any religion ; neither did I CSfe any thing like a prieft among them } fo that 
I am apt to believe they, are wholly (trangers to any manner of divine wor(hip. How- 
ever, they are very ferviceable ielk vs ; they ferve in town as porters : neither will 
they vvillingly fuffer a (tranger to Carry any burden, but will endeavour to fnatch it 
away in fpitc of him, and carry it vdiore it ought to be, as oue of them did to a failor 
of mine, crying, “you Englilhmm, yt j iic H. t ntot lo that they look upon them- 
felves to have the privilege of being (ws at the Cape. They are fo honeft, 

that you may truft them almofl wit!, -.ny I g , nd they will carry it fafely where 
direfted, though nobody follovvs, orlfvrsatu. them. This (hews the afperfion to 
be groundlefs which fomc authors (particularly Mr. Morden, in his book of Geography 
Rettified) caft upon them, faying, that they are liich great thieves that they will (leal 
with their feet, whil^ they ftare in your face : others allirm, (and particularly Dr. 
Heylin) that they feed upon human carcafes : it is true, their diet is very beaftly ; but 
upon inquiry, I never could find that to be true. 

‘ Their language is fo very harfti and guttural, that I never heard of any European 
that could pronounce fcarce any one word of it ; and when they I'peak, they feem 
rather to cackle like hens or turkeis, than fpcak like men. However, thofe that 
I've near the Cape, do generally fpcak a little Dutch, and fomc few words of Englilh, 
which they pronounce intelligibly enough. 

T I.e Dutch do never punilh them for any crinic, but fend the delinquents to their 
own people, by whom they are puinlhed, lor flrikiug or -Quarrelling with a Dutchman, 
but more feverely if they have ofl'ered to ff< al. B)- ‘he Dutch laws it is death for a 
Dutchman to lie with a Hottentot woman ; shoo ihi'ik they need not have laid 
that reftrldtion upon them, the very fmcll and ic.-hv of iurli hideous creatures being 
a fufficient antidote againft lechery. The arms c) v-m generally fmall javelins > 
l^ut I was informed, that the inland people id: u.,- k.ng-bow and arrow very 
^exteroufly. 

Having completed my affairs here, I failed aw:iy on the 12th of May, for the- 
ifland of St. Helena* according to the orders 1 had from the Honourable Jiji^-India 
Company. We had a (lout fouth-eafl, gale which run ur the length of Penguin 
iHand and then fell calm. This ifland is fmall, low and fandy, lying at the entrance of the 
bay. The inhabitants are only Dutchmen, who, for offences not punifhable with 
death, are banifhed <hithcr from the Cape for ninety-nine years. And as a farther 
addition to their raisfortunis, they are denied the privilege of any women to live 
among them : their talk is to gather bafkets full of fhells every day, of which they 
make lime. Thofe that are guilty of capital crimes, are punifhed by rackbg, impaling 
on fpit or flake, burning and hanging j for the Dutch governor and council have 
a power of life and death. This ifland takes its name from a bird fo- called,, which, 
as I am informed, is an amphibious creature, walks upright like a man when on fhore, 
and has fhort wings, but cannot fly, his wings being only an alfiftaace to him in running. 
It lives wholly on fifh j there are many hereabout, though I, few but one at a diftance 
wimmmg in the fea^ 
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■^0 i^nt foiirtct^n Jays in very tempeftuous weather, which made our paflage the 
loa^ out on the ninth of June at five in the eyeniug, we ^ot fight of the Miand of 
St. Helena, and about eleven the next day we anclmred at < 3 feappel-yalley, 

“Jlhe ifland of St. Helena is fo called, becaufe it was fimdifeovered by :d^e Por- 
fugUofe on St. Helena’s day, being the 20th of April. It , lies in the latituiJeof 
fixteah degrees fouth, and longitude from London three hundred and fifty-ihree 
degipges forty-three minutes, being about tw^ty two miles in circumference. Whm 
it was hrft difeovered,' it had not only no mhabitants, but even not as much as a 
four.footed beaft,' fruit, or any eatable herb except wild purflain, with which it abounds : 
but the PortUguefe ftor^ it with goats, hogs, hens, &c, and alfo with fig, orange, and 
Icnaon trees, &e. which have throve there ever fince very well. 

The Spaniards took it from the Po'-tuguefe, and afterwards it was alternately 
poffefied by the Englifli and Dutch ; till at lafi; the Cape of Good-Hope being quitted 
to the latter, the Englifli remained foie polfeffors of this i/land, though the ’ Cape be 
preferable by far to ir. But he that was chief of the .Englilh fettlement at the Cape 
being, as I am informed, bribed by the Dutch, reprefented to the government of 
England, that the natives were cannibals, and mofl; terrible cruel creatures, fo that 
was impoffible to hold out again/1: them, (which was utterly falfe) he had orders to 
quit it. Whereupon the Dutch fettled themfelves there, arid have kept it ever 
ImCe in a moft flouriftiing condition. 

The air of this ifland is very wholefome, and recovers very foon thofe perfons that 
are feton Ihore there fick, their diftemper being generally cither a fever, or the 
feuryy. The inhabitants are all Englifli, except their flaves ; whereof they have a 
great number. The women, even thofe born there, (as moll of them arc,) have 
generally a very fair complexion, notwith/landing the heat of the climate. They all have 
a great defire to fee England, which they call home, though many of them never faw 
it, nor can have any true idea thereof. 

The ifland is fo high, hilly, and of fuch difficult afeent, that it is a common 
faying, that a man may chufc whether he will break his heart in going up, or his 
neck in coming down. It is very ftrong by nature, becaufe of the fleepnefs of the 
rocks, and the impoffibility of landing, except in thofe pK.ces which have of late been 
fo fordfied, that it is in a manner impregnable. We were formerly forced to alcend 
by a rope ladder, which gave the place the name of ladder-hill ; but now the afee^^ 
isniade much eafier by the care of the prefent governor Pike, cfpccially that pat 
where the ladder was. His whole fludy is employed for the advantage of the ifland, 
and the*CIompany’s intereft ; of which I could give feveral inftances, which I omit, 
as being foreign to the prefent purpofe. 

The country is very plcMfant, and affords almoft all things neceffary for the ufe of 
man, as oxen, hogs, goats, and Ibme Ihcep lately tranfported thither, whereof 
the governor takes care to improve the breed ; alfo henb, turkeys, ducks, 
partndgcs*i pigeons, larks, moor-hens, and a fort of long-legged Itlids like our 
wheat-ears, which cat very fwcet, but are not fo fet as ours. Here is a great variety 
of fea-fowl ; gind at certain feafons you may fill your boat with their eggs, which you 
find on the rocks. I’hey arc fo tame, that they wiU fuffer you (when they lie on tndr 
eggs) to take them up with your hands. But more tof this when I comft to the ifland, 
or Afcoofion. The gardens abound with fruk, as pomegranates, %s, apples, itic* 
and valleys with lemons and oranges. It is in vain they fey, to fow com, for 
thdllllbch a multitude of rats, that tl^|r would devour the fee4<b^o k would hkve 
time t|s|||)ring up. Here are alfo a vail number of cats, thAt went away from the 
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houfcs, and became wild, living among the rocks, where they find good prog, feeding 
on young partridges ; and will come fometimes and make great deftruftion among 
the poultry, fo that they are become as great a plague as the rats ; but it is hoped, 
that by the great encouragement the governor gives, they may both be deftroyed 
in time. 

Here is plenty of milk, very good butter, kidney-beans, and yams, whereon the poorer 
fort of people chiefly live. The yam is a large root that grows in the vallies, in 
moift ground, bearing a broad leaf} it is very hearty food, and. well tailed when 
thoroughly boiled ; but it is not to be eaten raw, for it letches the Ikin off your mouth, 
"i’hey have abundance of cabbages, falleting, &c. but few carrots and turnips, through 
their own neglect. I'liey have no trees of any fize, only Ihrub-wood that bears a fort 
of gum l-alled benjamin, but in no great quantity : however, it is good fwcet firing } 
but very troublcfome to the failors that cut it, being obliged to afeend one of the 
highell hills, where there is a very pleafant wood of it ; but the trouble of getting it 
dinvn is itiil greater. I’he greatefi conveniency of this illand for Ihips is the plenty and 
goodiiefs of the water. 

I’he chief and only town Hands in Chappel-’Valloy, confifiing of about feventy or 
eighty houfes, which,arc inhabited by the planters, who come down when fhips are 
here; otherwife they generally keep at their plantations up the country, which is 
more profitable and pleafant to them. And upon a certain alarm given from a high 
hill when any lliips appear, they repair down immediately to their ivfpe£live polls, to 
a£l, if occafion be, for the defence of their country. Ilere is the only place where 
lliips can ride. It is open to the fea norih-wellward, but the wind blowing always one 
way, viz. ibuth-call nearell, and this being the Ice-llde of the illand, you ride there 
very liifely. The fort or calllc is pretty well fortified. I'hc governor generally rc- 
fides there, but fometimes at a pleafant hoiife which he has in the country. They 
have one church in the town, which makes but a very indiilerent figure without, but 
within is fomewhat tolerable. I'hey ufe great formality in going to church ; for about 
nine o’clock in tlte morning, the council, the luiniller, and their wives, together with 
fuch coinmunders of ihips as have a mind to it, do wait on the governor in the callle. 
After which the bell being ordered to ring, a company of foldiers, with a ferjeant, iu 
good liveries, are drawn up iu the callle, where they make a lane (rclting their arms) 
as a jvalTage to the gate, where there is another ferjeant and a eomjxmy, wliich march 
with beat of drum befoiv the governor to tlic church. After follow the gentlemen 
and ladies iu their rcli)edtive order. Asfuon as the foldiers get into the church-yard, 
they fall oif to (lie right and left, making a lane to the church-door. The j^overnor 
has a haiidfome large feat, with books, wlicre he generally ul fires the commanders of 
fhips to lit, the ladies being feated by themfelves. 

During our flay here, fome of ihofe reltlcfs villains, who doubtlefs had a hand in 
the aforementioned wicked dclign at Batavia, were by one of the inhabitants overheard, 
when drunk oh fhorc, curling and damning the Ihip and voyage, laying tJleir heads 
together, as far ns ho could underllaud, for a defign of farther mifehief ; wherefore 
this pr.rfon thought fit to acquaint the governor therewith, w'ho, upon {lri£l enquiry, 
found that a knot of twenty two of the under officers and failors had Itgfiecl a paper in 
order to Hand by one another. TJhey cloked their villainy w ith a pretext of petition- 
ing tlie governor for more vifluals, which they pretended to be in want of ; whereupon 
the governor and council, having taken the trouble of going on board, and examining 
the matter Hridly, they found no caufe for fuch a complaint, the allowance being 
feven pounds of good beef for five men a day, with as much rice as they pleafed to eat. 
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This foott convinced them, that their deiiga muft be to get a greater ftock of 
vifions on board, and then to take the opportunity of my being alhore, cut her 
adrift out of the road, and fo go a pirating j which might have eafily been accolm* 
pliihed. 

Here we were a fecond time time delivered from the hellilh defign of thofe repro- 
bates. The governor and council, after having ftridtiy and impartially examined the 
whole matter, ordered the ringleaders to be feized and puniflied, according to thdr 
defert, by whipping at the flag-ftaff, and then put on board another Ihip in irons, in 
order to be brou^t to England ; they not being fit to be trufted among honed men. 
Many of my failors, being good, quiet, harmlefs fellows, were drawn in to fign this 
paper innocently ; for thefe fellows had perfuaded them that in fo doing they ihould 
have a larger allowance of arrack, &c. This, they confefled, was the only re^on why 
they figned the paper j but what further defign the ringleaders had in their heads 
they were ignorant of. 

Thefe troubles detained me here much longer than. I had defigned ; alfo the Ihip 
Hanover, Captain Ofbornc commander, was detained feveral days on demorage by 
order of the governor and council to accompany me home, for fear there might be yet 
fome hidden fpark of villainy, that might blow up to a fatal confequence, if I were at 
fea alone : for mutiny is very epidemical on board the merchant mips, where the cap- 
tain has fcarce the power of giving the leafi: correftion to his crew, though for never 
fo great faults, without being plagued with fuits of law, when he comes home : the 
failor’s pretended caufe being generally undertaken by fome common barretor of 
Wapping, on the condition of no purchafe no pay : in which cafe they never want 
witnefles enough : for they never fail to take one another’s part, and fwear tightly, for 
one another ; whereby the captains arc often put to great trouble and charges, for 
want of witnefles to juftify his conduft, by a knot of forfworn rogues that hang all 
together. I cannot but think, that if all the employers of captains were pleafed often, 
or ever, to look into the merits of thofe matters, and, by diligent enquiry, learn 
whether fuch punilhment be defervedly inflifted, or not ; and if defervedly, that they 
would take the captain’s part, and ftand by them, and not fuft’er them to be tom to 
pieces ; this would contribute much to difeourage thefe rogues, and to overfet their 
unjuft defigns ; and would be a great encouragement to commanders, and other chief 
officers, to have a greater authority over their men on board ; whereby they might 
prevent many evil confequences that happen from the want thereof. 

On the yth of July 1715, I received my difpatches from the governor, and failed 
away abeut feven in the evening, in company with the Hanover, and fleered for Eng- 
land. On the third day following my fliip fprung a dangerous leak in the bow. So 
that we refolved to put into the ifland of Afcenfion, which lay in our way, within 
three or four days fail •, and accordingly on the fifteenth we anchored in Afcenfion 
road, where we lay only-twenty four hours ; then having completely ftopt, and fecured 
the leak, '^e fet fail, making the beft of our way towards England. 

This ifland lies in the latitude of feven degrees fifteen minutes fouth, and in the 
longitude of three hundred and forty-five degrees fifty-two minutes. It is a barren 
place, not inhabited, and feems as if it had been formerly on fire j a great part of the 
lucks being burnt to a pumice. Here are many wild goats, which are fo unaccuftomed 
-tc^ear, that a great flock of them fuffered our men to come very near j but having no 
arms they could not kill any. The ifland is fomewhat larger than St. Helena ; has 
more level ground, and feems more capable of being improved, but is not fo well 
watered i fome fay that in the very dry feafon there is no frelh water at all, which I 
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em fcarce: believe. When our men landed, they were furpri^ed t 4 fee the yaft number 
of large fea-fowl that fat on the rocks ; fuch as boobees, nodees, mw of war, tropick 
l^ds, &c. thjd fuffered themfelves to be taken off from their egp j they fit only upon 
one teg, and that without any manner of neft, only laid in a hollow part of a rock. 
, .The Mors ffiied their caps and hats with them, while the birds fluttered about them, 
and followed them, being ready to fettle on their heads ; a great number of which 
they knocked down with thdr fticks. We fpent two or three hours in the pinnace 
near the rocks, where we caught a prodigious number of various filh ; which were fo 
plenty, that in one hour there were more caught than was fufEcient for forty men to 
eat in a day : but we were often plagued with young lharks, that would run away 
with our hooks and lines. The water was fo clear that we could fee the fiih take the 
bait ; and when we faw a fhark coming towards it, wc made what hafte we could to pull 
up our lines ; yet they were fo quick that they would catch the bait fometimes on the 
very furface of the water. Some of our men that were on the fliore filhed among the 
rocks on the fea-fide, and caugjit a great number of large conger eels. Here is alfo 
great plenty of oyfters, limpets and other fhell-fifli. There is no place more ftored 
with fea-tortoife. The method of taking them is thus : feveral perfons 'go afliore in 
the night, but they muft not make the leaft noife, nor any (hew of fire, not fo much as 
a lighted pipe of tobacco ; they muft watch the coming of the tortoife afliore, which 
they do-at certain feafons of the year to lay their eggs in the fand, that are hatched by 
the natural heat of the fun : then they come, and with a boat-hook, or hand-pike, turn 
the tortoife on the back, which is no eafy talk ; for if it be not at a pretty diftance from 
the water, Ihe will often fcramble away from them, being very ftrong and heavy to be 
turned. I have been informed that fome were taken here which weighed five or fix 
hundred weight a piece, having a vaft many eggs, which are very delicious food. 
Some of our Ihip’s company went afliore that night, for that purpofe j but the great 
rain that fell prevented their diverfion. We often take a fmaller fort at fea, which in 
calm weather we fee fleeping on the furface of the water; we row up gently in the boat, 
and take them ere they wake : we took feveral, which \\e kept alive on deck without 
any food for the fpace of two months. 

There is a large crofs fixed formerly by the Portuguefe on a high hill, which is feen 
from the road, and ferves as a land-mark to know it, there being feveral other bays 
before you arrive at it, whereby you may be miftaken ; but if you bring the aforefaid 
crofs to bear fouth-eaft, half-fouth, and the higheft peak on the ifland to bear eaft-fouth 
eaft, then the nortl^-eaft point ofthe bay will bear north-north-eaft half-eaft and you will 
have ten fathoms water, being as good anchoring as any in the bay. I have been told 
that letters are often left at this crofs in bottles, to fecure them from the weather : and 
that when the Portuguefe come, they go up thither, it being but a little way ; and 
whatever letter they find, they forward it according to diredions. 

We kept on onr way towards England, with fine pleafant weather ; and on the 
nth of September, in the latitude of four degrees fix minutes north, v»e met a fliip 
called the Elizabeth of Briftol, which informed us of mighty difturbances in Great 
Britain, and of a probability of a war with France ; that the late Duke of Ormond 
and feveral others, had left the nation ; that there was great preffmg of men, and pre- 
parations making for war. The mafter told us, that he departed from Cape Clearfon 
the fouth-weft coaft of Ireland, about ten days before ; and that it bore off from us 
weft 213 leagues. Confidering thefe matters, and the time of his departure, with the 
time we Ihquld take to get into the Downs ; fearing left a Wiu: might be declared with 
France before our arrival, we thought proper, for the better fecurity of our Ihips and 

3 carQjes, 
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cargoes, to make coaft of Ireland, where we might get further intelligence j and 
where, in cafe a war fhould break out, we might lie for a convoy, or further orders 
from our mailers. Accordingly, on the a4th day we faw Cape Clear, and fleered 
along the fhore for Kinfale. There arofe fuddenly a violent ftorm at fouth-weft, and 
fouth-weft by weft, that increafed fo as to force us to bear away before the wind, our 
rigging and fails being very bad and rotten ; and at four in the afternoon we got fafe 
into Kinfale harbour : the Hanover being a large fhip, and much better fitted with fails 
and rigging, kept the fea, and did not put in with us. On the 29th of Oflober 
following, we arrived fafe in the Downs j having been two years and fifteen days ia 
my voyage.^ 
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ACCOUNT OF JAVA AND BATAVIA. 

FROM THE VOYAGES OF STAFORINUS *. 


CHAP. I. — Situation of Java. — Straits of Sunda. — Prince's IJland. — Dwars in 
den Weg. — Bay of Anjer. 7— CAaim of the Dutch Eajl India Company to the Sove- 
reignty of the Straits of Sunda. — Bay of Bantam. — Road of Batavia. King- 
dom of Bantam. — Tributary 'to the Company. — Speech made on the Appointment 
of a Succejfor to the Throne. — Empire of Jaccaira. — Of Cheribon. — Of the Soe- 
foehoenam, or Emperor of Java. — Of the Sultan. — Principality of Madura. — 
Political Condudl of the Company towards the native Princes. 

T he iflarid of Java, which is one of the largefl: of thofe conflituting the great 
oriental Archipelago, is fituated between fix degrees and nine degrees fouth lati- 
tude, and extends from one hundred and twenty degrees to one hundred and thirty- 
one eaft longitude from Teneriffe, being one hundred and fixty-five Dutch miles in 
length. It lies nearly in the direction of eaU and weft. To the fouth, and to the 
weft, its fliores are walhed by the fouthern Indian ocean j to the north-weft of it lies 
the ifland of Sumatra ; to the north, Borneo ; to the north-eaft, Celebes j and to the 
eaft that of Bali : from which laft it is feparated by a narrow paffage, called the Straits 
of Bali. The arm of the fea which runs between Java and Sumatra, is known by 
the appellation of the Straits of Sunda. Ihe length of this channel is, on the Su- 
matra fide, taken from the Flat Point, to Varkens, or Hog Point, fifteen German 
miles ; and, on the Java fide, from the firft point, or Java Head, to the point of 
Bantam, full twenty. In the mouth of the Strait lies Prince’s Ifland, about a league 
and a half from the coaft of Java, and full fix leagues from that of Sumatra. 

Prince’s Ifland is low, and only about four leagues in circumference^ It has, 
however, two hills, one at its call end, and the other a little more to the fouth, which 
make it vifible at a moderate diftance, efpecially the hill which lies at the eaft end, 
and which is accordingly called the high hill by navigators f. 

There is a ftonc.reef at its fouth- weft fide, which, according to the charts, ex- 
tends a league and a half out to fea, and is dangerous for the Ihips which pafs through 
the paffage between this ifland and Java. Plrince’s Ifland is covered with trees, and 
affords an agreeable profpeci to the pafling feamen : it is inhabited by Javanefe, who 
fubfift by fiming. 

* A Dutch admiral. Tranflated by Mr. Wilcocks, who has added valuable notes from various Dutch 
authors ; London, 1 708, 3 vols. 8vo. 

f The Englith caU it the Pike ; in Lieutenant Cook’s vopge in the Endeavour, there is a more 
ample account of this ifland. Ta. 





i6o account of java and Ibatavta. 

By the fituation of* this iiland, at the entrance of the Straits of Sunda, are formed 
two paflages ; the one, running between Prince’s Ifland and Java, has been called the 
Behouden, or Secured Paflage, and is made ufe of, for the moft part, by thofe ftips 
which have to pafs the Straits during the fouth-eaft monfoon, in order that, failing 
clofe in with the ftiore of Java, they may foon get within anchoring-depth, and not be 
in danger of bang driven out to fea again by the currents, which at that time of the 
year fet ftrongly out of the Straits to the weftward. 

The other paflage, which is called by feamen, Het Groote Gat, or the Great Chan- 
nel, fometimes ferves alfo as an entrance to the Straits, during the fouth-eaft mon- 
foon; but it is with the greateft difficulty, and after a continued ftruggling with the 
fouth-eafterly winds, and the currents, that this can be effefted ; and it is not an 
unfrequent circumftance that five or fix weeks are fpent, in working up a diftance,. 
which, in the weft monfoon, is often failed over, in twice as many hours. 

The Eaft India Company’s fliip, Luxemburg, Captain Roem, affords an inftance 
hereof : Ihe failed on the 2d of June 1768, from the bay of Punto Gallo, and came 
in fight of the Flat Point of Sumatra, at the entrance of the Straits, on the 24th of 
July, but could not get upon the anchoring-ground, under the fhore of Java, till the 
2 in; of November. It was, however, remarkable, that the Ihip Torenvliet, which 
failed in company with the I.uxemburg from Punto Gallo, reache*d Batavia full three 
months before her ; and hence appears how much fometimes one Ihip is either a better 
failer or has better fortune than another, though feamanfhip and knowledge be upon 
an equal footing. 

Notwithftanding the difficulty of entering the ftraits on this fide, when thefe con- 
trary winds and currents arc in force, yet alinoft all the fliips which fall to leeward, 
upon the weft coaft of Sumatra, as well as thofe which come from Surat, Malabar, 
Ce)'lon, Coromandel, Bengal, or other places in the weft of India, are obliged to 
pafs through this channel, as it is fcarcely poflible for them to reach the windward 
fhore of Java, in the teeth of the fouth-eaft monfoon, and they therefore cannot avail 
of the other paflage. That this, however, is not wholly imprafticable, appeared by 
the fliips the Young Lieven and the Afia, who in the month of June 1770 effeded 
it ; yet fuch cafes are extremely rare. ' 

The entrance of the ftraits, on this fide, affords an uncommonly pleafing profpeft, 
near the Sumatran fhore. Firft, the Flat Point, which is low, and covered with trees, 
and behind it the majeftic mountains of Sumatra, rifing with a gradual afeent, and 
reaching to the clouds ; a little more forward, the Keizers, or Eipperor’s Ifland, lifts 
its high aSid fpiry fummit ; farther on, the iflands Kraketau, Slybzec, and Pulo Bicie, 
or the Iron Ifland, fhew their mountains covered with ever-verdant woods. The op- 
pofite coaft of Java is not inferior to this, and improves continually in appearance, as 
you pafs along it, affording at the fame time good anchorage, which is not to be met 
with on the Sumatra fide. The numerous groves of cocoa-nut-palms, and the rice- 
fields in the back ground, give the moft pleafing ideas of the fertility of 'the foil. 

Twelve or thirteen leagues from Prince’s Ifland, in the narroweft part of the ftrait, 
and oppofite to Varkens, or Hog Point of Sumatra, lies an ifland that, on account of 
its fituation, exaftly in the middle of the channel, has, with great propriety, obtained 
the name of Dwars in den Weg, Thwart the Way, or Middle Ifle. It is low, and of 
littK* Sclent, with fome fmall reefs, which ftretch out from it here and there. Like 
aU/tlM!|j;|)an^ in thefe feas, it is covered with wood, and, as &r as I know, it is. 
uninlN^ed. 

A ftrong' 
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A flrong euirent runs through the paflages on either fide of tliJs ifland during the 
whole year, letting, with the prevailing eafterly or wefterly winds, eitheji to the north- 
eaft or to the fouth-weft, although it fometimes happens that the current runs con- 
trary to the direction of the wind, for a Ihort time. Between Dwars in den Weg and 
the coaft of Java, and farther on to the point of Bantam, there appears to be a fettled 
current, independent of the wind ; at leaft I found when, in the month of June, coming 
from Bengal with the Ihip Cornelia Hillegonda, I lay at anchor, for a day and a half, 
in the bay of Anjer, over againft Dwars in den Weg, that the current changed its 
courfe to a contrary direftion, twice in four-and-twenty hours ; that, however, which 
flowed towards the ftraits was full as ftrong again as that which let the opppfite way : 
the foufh-eall monfoon was then at its height. I experienced the fame thing in the 
month of November of the fame year, with the Ihip Huis ter Mye, though it was then 
in the latter end of the monfoon. 

Ships pafling out through the ftraits of Sunda often anchor in the bay of Anjer^ in 
order to take in their laft fupply.of frelh water, from a rivulet which runs from the 
mountains into the fea at this place, clofe to a little grove of cocoa-nut trees. There is 
likewife a Javanefe village, which is under the jurifdiClion of the King of Bantam, and 
which has erroneoully been reckoned by fome travellers, among the large cities of Java, 
though it has nothing* that can be conftrued into a town. 

Not far from this place there is an iflet or rock, entirely overgrown with brulhwood, 
which is called the Brabandfch-hoedje ; and a little farther to the north a fimilar one, 
called the Toppcrs-hoedje * ; this laft is fteep and bold, having fifty fathoms depth 
clofe to it. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company claim an abfolute fovercignty over the ftraits of 
Sunda, and this is acknowledged by all the other powers. The Company require the 
falute, and have the right of interdidling this paflage to all other nations, though 
they do not put their right in force This right is maintained as proceeding 
from the circumftance, that the land on both fides of the ftraits is tributary to the Com- 
pany ; viz. the kingdom of Bantam on the Java Ihore, and on the other fide the land 
of Lampon, with that which lies farther weftward, being conquered provinces belonging 
to Bantam. There is a refolution on this fubjeft of the council of India, and articles are 
included in the fecret orders, which are given to the Company’s Ihips bound to the 
weft of India refpefting the falute to be required of the fliips of other nations ; which 
order is not to be opened, unlefs they chance to meet with fuch. 

From Anjer to thevpoint of Bantam the country appears in general with high moun- 
tains inland, and a foreland more level. Fronr this point, which is the noMhermoft; 
extremity of Java, the land declines to the fouth-eaft, and makes a deep bay ; and in 
the fartheft part of the bight is fituate the city of Bantam, of which I have already made 
fome mention, and*fhall fay more refpefbng it hereafter. 

From the point of Pontang, which forms the eaftern extremity of the bay of Bantam, 
as that which we have juft mentioned does the weftern, the land is every vltere very 
low ; yet there are high mountams inland, among which the Blue Mountain towers 

above the reft. Although this mountain lies at a great diftance, towards the fouth 

• 

* iflands are called the Cap and Button, by the Englifh navigators* Tr* 

^11 A ^ claim has never been openly made by the Dutch, except indeed their putting fundry queftions 
to all Itrange mips who pafs the ftraits, as circumftantially related in Cook *8 voyage in the Endeavour, 
may be conftrued into fuch a claim ; and it would probably not be aUowed by the other nations who 
trade to India, if infifted upon, Tr. 
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ii 4 e of the ifland, aad fouth-eail from Batavia, yet it is feen before Bantam. It was 
formerly, as is^ related, a volcano, but nothing of this kind is at prefent perceivable. 

The navigation from this place to the road of Batavia, affords the moil agreeable 
profpefts, by the numerous faiall iflands, covered with perpetual verdure, which are 
ftrewed, as it were along the fea. The anchoring-ground is every where very good, 
but there are many rocks, which are from ten to eighteen feet under water, and which 
fometimes occafion much damage to the veffels that do not carefully avoid them. The 
government of Batavia, however, liave caufed buoys to be placed upon them, moored 
by heavy anchors ; and upon fome of them beacons are erefted ; but when thefe are 
waihed away by the currents, the navigator muft avoid the rocks, by taking the bear- 
ings of the 'feveral iflands. 

The road of Batavia is juffly efteemed one of the beft in the world, as well with 
regard to the anchoring-ground, which confifts of a foft clay, as with regard to the 
fafety it affords to the Ihips which anchor in it, and to the number which it can contain. 
Although the road is open from the north-weft to eaft-ijorth-eaft and eaft, yet ihips lie as 
fecure and quiet as if they were landlocked, on account of the numerous iflands which 
lie on that fide, and break the force of the waves. Ships, therefore, are never obliged 
to moor item and item here ; and the current which runs within the iflands is not 
ftrong, but without them it is very violent. 

In the road, neareft to the town, lies a guardlhip, commonly called the admiral-lhip, 
with an enfign at the top, from which, both in the day and in the night, fuch fignals 
are made to the other fliips in the road as the commanding officer lhall think needful. 
For feveral years paft it has been regulated, that one of the captains of the fliips in the 
road, fliould keep guard on board this ffiip, in order that, in cafe of accident by fire 
or otherwife, there may be always fomebody at hand to give the necclTary direftions, 
as the other captains of the vefl'els generally pafs the night in the city. On fuch occa- 
fions, a fignal is made from the admiral-fliip to give information, in order that the 
neceffary afliftance be immediately fent from tlie fliore. 

Before I fay any thing of Batavia, it will not be improper to relate how far the power 
of the Eaft India Company extends over the whole ifland of Java. Tins is divided into 
four empires, or kingdoms, which are, either wholly or in part, fubjccl to the domi- 
nions of the Company. 

The firft, to begin from the weft, is the kingdom of Bantam j this is governed by its 
own Kings, with full power of life and death over their fubjedfs, yet they are tributary 
to the Company, paying a yearly acknowledgment of a hundred, bhars of pepper, or 
thirty-fenf;n thoufand five hundred pounds weight. Befide which there is a ftridt engage- 
ment entered into by the King, not to fell any pepper, or any thing elfe of the produce 
of his country to other nations. It muft all be delivered to the Company, for a certain 
ftipulated price. And this does not folely regard the pepper produced in his dominions 
in Java, but likewife all that is grown in his other territories, his conquered provinces, 
fituated in the great ifland or Borneo, and in Sumatra, which likewife yield much 
pepper ; and the Company have accordingly refidencies eftablilhed, in the firft at 
Banjennafling, and in the laft at Lampon Toulabouwa, which ferve in the fame way 
as Fort Speelwyk does at Bantam, to enforce the fulfilment of the treaties, and to 
prevent a contraband trade. 

The King of Bantam is alfo deprived of the power of appointing his own fucceffor, 
and the Company nominate one of the royal family to fucceed him, as latterly took 
place in the year 1767. 

The ^eech made on that occafion by Mr. Offenberg, ordinary counfellor of India, 
' who 
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who ‘was deputed thither from Batavia, to reprefent the united Dufch Eaft Iijdia Com- 
pany, as lord paramount, appeared to me, from its peculiarity, well worthy of being 
Hterally inferted in this place, as tranflated out of the Malay, which was the language 
in which it was delivered, as follows : 

*» His Excellency the Governor-general and the Honourable the Council of 
India, having thought fit and refolvcd to appoint me as their commiflary plenipotentiary 
to the court of Bantam, in order, at the requeft of the King, to propofe* and appoint His 
Majefty*s eldeft fon Pangorang (Prince) Gufti, as hereditary Prince, and fucceffor to 
the empire of Bantam ; and this defirable period being now arrived, in confequence I, 
the commiflary atbrefaid, in the name and behalf of the general Eafl: India Company of 
the Netherlands, appoint the faid Pangorang to bePangorang Ratoo, or hereditary Prince, 
and heir to the crown and the whole empire of Bantam, by the title of Abul Mofagir 
Mohamed Ali Joudeen. 

“ The commiflary expefts that the faid Pangorang Ratoo will, at all times, confider 
this his important promotion as a peculiar favour, and a great benefit conferred upon him 
byahe Honourable Company, being adopted from this moment as the grandfon of the 
Eaft India Company of the Netherlands ; and that he will henceforward, on all 
occafions and in all tinies, behave with integrity and gratitude towards them, obeying 
the commands of the Honourable Company, and of the King his father, during his 
whole life'.” 

After the appointment this harangue was again read, by order of the commiflary, 
in the Malay language, in the prefence of the King his father, of all the grandees of 
his court, and a number of the Company’s fervants, who had come from Batavia, and 
belonged to the retinue of the commiflary ; and the ceremony concluded with the 
playing of gomgoms and other demonftrations of joy. 

The fecond empire in Java is that of Jaccatra, which is bounded to the eaft by that 
of Cheribon, and to the weft by the kingdom of Bantam. Jaccatra was formerly 
governed by its own Kings, but the laft of thefe, having been fubJued by the arms of 
the Company in the year 1619, they have ever fmee pofleffed it, by the right of conqueft, 
as fovereigns. It is under the immediate government of the governor general and the 
council of India, and all the Javanefe of Jaccatra are therefore bom the Company’s 
fubjefts. Before this revolution Jaccatra was the capital of the empire, but Batavia, 
which is built very near the former, is now the chief place. 

The third empire is that of Cheribon. This is at prefent under the dominion of 
three different Princes^ who are independent of the Company, and fovereigns in their 
refpeftive diftrifts. Yet they are their allies, and, in the fame manner as the IKing of 
Bantam, they are bound, by treaty, to fell all the produce of their territories exclufively 
to the Company, and not to permit any other nation than the Dutch to enter thdr 
dominions ; for the due maintenance of which conditions the Company likewife tako 
care to guai*d and gahrifon their fea-ports. 

Thefe Princes would be the only ones in Java who pofleffed not only nommal, but 
alfo real fovereignty, were it not for the fituation of their dominions, which lie between 
Jaccatra and the empire of the Soefoehoenam, or Emperor of Java, w)to is alfo a 
dependent on the Company, of whom they mull of courfe ftand in awe, and whofe 
wilhes they muft in every refpeft obferve ; for if they do not, the Company malr.* no 
fcrupleof dethroning one Prince, and eftablilhing another in his ftead. 

The Company exercifed their power in this refpeft, in the commencement of the 
year 1^69. One of thefe Cheribon Princes, not treating his fubje£ks well, was put 
^der arreft, by orders from the council of India, and baniflied to the caftle Vitoria in 
the ifland of Amboyna } while another Prince of the Blood was elevated to the vacanf 

Y » . dignitv<^ 
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dignity, upon the condition, however, of his fumifhing a certain annual fum of money 
for the fupport of his iroprifoned predeceflbr. 

The fourth empire is that of the Soefoehoenam, or Emperor of Java, which is often 
called Soefoehoenam Mataram, from the place of his refidence. This empiire compre- 
hended of old the greateft part of the ifland ; that of Cheribon once formed part of it, 
and it was then very powerful, but, fince our nation has been eftablifhed here, it has 
loft much of itsluftre and importance. Yet it remained undivided till about the middle 
of the prefent century, when the Emperor, found himfelf fo much embarraffed, in con- 
fequenceof the rebellion of Manko Boeni, a Prince of the Blood, that he made a ceflion 
of his tersltories to the Company, who, in return, granted him the half back again as 
their vaffal, and promifed him their protedion, engaging at the fame time never to make 
any one Emperor of Java who was not a Prince of the Imperial family. ‘ 

The empire being thus fplit into two parts, the other half was, in the fame manner, 
given to Manko Boeni, as the Company’s valTal, under the title of Sultan, with the 
like promife of proteftion, and the like engagement,, never to nominate any other than 
Princes of his family, as fucceffors to his dignity. This other half, therefore, conlti- 
tutes the filth empire of Java. 

To thefe may be added a fixth, though it does not properly belong to Java, being a 
feparate ifland, but dole to it. I mean the ifland and principality of Madura, which is 
divided from Java by a narrow ftrait. It is under the government of a Prince, who 
is equally a valfal of the Company, who, on this account, alfo difpofe refpeding the 
fucceffion. 

All thefe Princes are under engagements (as has already been noticed with refped 
to Bantam and to Cheribon) to deliver the produce of their refpedive countries to the 
Company alone, and not to fell any of it to any other nation ; likewife, not to enter 
into any connedions or treaties with other powers ; and great care is taken to enforce 
thefe conditions by the Company, whofe numerous forts and garrifons along the whole 
north coaft of Java, render the contravention of them extremely difficult, if not wholly 
impoffible, to the native Princes. 

Were they, however, all to unite againft the Company, the latter would be in a very 
difagreeable predicament ; but their mutual and unceafing jealoufies and animofities are 
fafeguards againft this. Though the Company’s government do not perhaps foment, 
yet they do not extinguilh the flames of difeord ; which being always kept fmoulder- 
ing, make one native Prince prevent whatever another may defign againft the Company, 
by giving them immediate advice thereof. , 

It was likewife for very folid political reafons, that the empire of Java was allowed, or 
rather contrived, to be divided into two Hates ; for fuch an extent of territory as it 
formerly comprehended, would always have made whoever was its foie mafter a dan- 
gerous neighbour to the Company, whereas being now under .the dominion of two 
diflerent men, who are likewife irreconcileable enemies, it is eafily kept in entire 
fubje^licn. 

CHAP. II. — Situation of Java. — Climate. — Land and Sea Winds. — ■ Monfoons. — 
Thunderjlorms. — Rivers. — Productions. — Pepper. — Rice. — Sugar. — Coffee.— — 
Cotton 7 arn. — Salt. — Indigo. — Timber. — Fruits. — Vaji Variety of them. — The 
Natives. — Their Character. — Drefs. — Cujioms. — Dwellings. — Food. — Diver- 
fions. — Religion. — Phyficians. — Agriculture. 

JAVA is fituated, as we have before obferved, to the fouth of the equator, in a 
» climate, which was thought uninhabitable by the ancients, on account of the fcorching 

9 heat. 
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heat, which they believed rendered the land there fo arid and barren as to be unable to 
produce any thing for the fubfiftence of man. This opinion originated from their total 
ignorance refpefling the interior parts of Africa which lie between the tropics, as well 
as refpeding the Indies, and the great peninfula beyond the Ganges. The improve- 
ments of navigation, in modem times, have exploded this error, and proved that the 
lands near the equinodlial, far from being infertile and uninhabited, on the contrary, 
yield the palm in nothing to lefs torrid regions, and are able to feed full as many inha- 
bitants as the moft fertile country in the temperate climates, provided the land be but 
properly cultivated. 

The idea that the heat muft be utterly infupportable in thefe parts is not fo abfurd, 
for the fun is twice a year vertically over them, and its rays Ihoot almolf always in a 
perpendicular line ; fo that it would for certain be nearly as bad as was fuppofed, if 
nature herfelf did not come to their alliflance, by the refrelhing land and fea-breezes 
which blow here alternately throughout the year, and fo far' moderate the heat as to 
make it bearable by moft men.^ As the rifing and fetting of the fun is likewife always 
nearly at the fame hour, and fcarcely differing more than a few minutes, the long 
nights confequently cool the air fo much, that in the morning for an hour or two before 
day-break, it may be rather faid to be cold than warm, efpecially for fuch people as 
have refided here f8r fomc time. 

From the month of July to November, which was the time of my laft ftay at Batavia, 
the thermometer of Fahrenheit was always, in the hotteft part of the day, between 
eighty-four and ninety degrees, excepting only one day when it rofe to ninety-two 
degrees ; and in the greateft degree of coolnefs in the morning, it was feldom lower 
than feventy-fix degrees. This thermometer was placed in the open air, in the city, 
fliaded both from the rays of the fun, and from their refleftion. 

The barometer undergoes little or no variation, and ftands for a whole year at 
twenty-nine inches ten lines, as I was informed by the Rev. Mr. Mohr, who made 
daily annotations thereof. 

The warmth of the air decreafes greatly, on approaching the mountains, which lie to- 
wards the fouthern parts of the iftand. Credible people have affured me, that at the coun- 
try feat of the governor gencrdl, which is called Buitenzorg, (rural care), and is fituated 
full fixteen Dutch miles fouth from Batavia, at the foot of the Blue Mountains, the 
cold Is fo great in the morning, that not only thick clothes are requifite, but it is 
difficult to become warm even with them 

The land and fej-winds, of which mention has already been made, blow here every 
day, without exception. The fea-breeze, which in the eaft monfoon is generally con- 
fined between eaft-north-eaft and north, but in the weft monfoon runs as far as north- 
weft, and farther, begins to blow about eleven or twelve o’clock in the forenoon. 
It increafes in the aftei'noon by degrees, till the evening, and then dies gradually 
away, till about eight or nine o’clock it is perfectly calm. I’he land wind then 
begins at midnight, or juft before, and continues till an hour or two lifter funrife, 
when it generally again falls calm, till the fea-breeze comes on at its accuftomed 
hour. 


Dr.Hiunberg, who vifited both Buitenzorg and the Blue Mountains, fays, mai the climate there 
but f “"‘I the^r, efpecially in the morning and^ evening, not only cool, 

and mfomuch that dot having brought a great coat with him, he was •< chilled, 

equator 
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The Year is divided into two feafons, one of which is called the eafl; monfoon *, or 
dry feaion, and the other the well monfoon, or rainy feafon. 

The eaft, or good monfoon (goede moulTon), commences in the months of April and 
May, and ends in the latter end of September, or the beginning of Ofkober. The 
tradewinds then blow, about four or five leagues ofl^ Ihore, and through the whole 
of the Indian feas, to the fouth of the line, from the fouth-eaft and eaft-fouth-eaft, at 
times, however, running as far as fouth-fouth-eaft,with fine dry weat her, and a clear Iky. 

The weft, or bad monfoon (kwaade mouffon), generally begins in the latter end 
of November, or the beginning of December. The wind then often blows with great 
violence, and is accompanied by heavy torrents of rain, which render this feafon very 
unhealthy, hnd a time of the greateft mortality. The fame winds are likewife found 
to prevail every where to the fouth of the line. They continue to the latter end of 
February, or the beginning of March, and then are very variable, till April ; in which 
month, as I was informed, the eafterly winds begin to blow : hence thefe months, 
as likewife Oftober and part of November, are called jhe fliifting months ; and thefe 
times of the breaking up of the monfoons, are efteemed at Batavia, the moft un- 
healthy of a‘ll. 

It is very remarkable, that when the weftcrly winds blow as far as nine or ten 
degrees to the fouth of the line, the contrary takes place, at the fame time, and to 
the fame diftance, to the north of it ; and v/rc verfa, when the W'cfterly winds prevail 
to the north, the eafterly winds blow to the fouth of the line ; which alternation is 
greatly helpful to the navigation weftward of Java. 

For foine years paft, it has been obferved at Batavia, that the commencement of the 
monfoons begins to be very uncertain, fo that, neither tlieir beginning, nor their end, 
can be depended upon, with fo much certainty as formerly ; the caufe of which has 
not hitherto been difeovered. 

Thunder-ftorms are very frequent at Batavia, efpecially towards the conclufion of 
the monfoons, w-hen they occur almoft every evening. They however, moftly pafs 
away without doing any damage. I have noticed in my joui nal the only two times, 
during my refidence there, that they did any ; the one in the month of Auguft, 1769, 
when I was at the ifland Onruft, where the lightning fell upon the powder-magazine, 
wholly deftroying the tiled roof, while it fortunately happened, that there was no powder, 
at that time, in the magazine; the other, when it ftruck the Ihip, the Adminil de 
Ruiter, in Oftober, 1770 ; both which accidents were however unaccompanied by the 
deftrudlion of any perlbn. , 

To the^beft of my knowledge, there are no large rivers in Java, navigable by 
veffels of even a moderate burden, but there are many fmall ones, which flowing 
down from the mountains, in a northerly direction, run into the fca, all along 
the north coaft ; they are however, moftly choaked up at the mouth, by funds, 
or mud-banks, which render their entrances, at low water, very difficult to the final- 
left veffels. , 

On the bank, or bar, before Batavia, the flood rifes about fix feet, though at fpring- 
tides, as every where, it is more. High and low water, likewife, only occur once in 
four-and-twentythours. 

• The word monfoon, (in Dutch, mouffon), is derived from moiiffirn, which, in the Malay language, 
lignifie* feafon. Sec Valentvn, Befchryvlng van Oott-Indic, vol. ii. p. 136. 

Mr. 'Marfdcn, in his hiftory of Sumatra, page 13, fays, that the word inooffeem, of which the term 
monfoon appears to be a, corruption, lignilies a year, both in Arabic, and in Malay. Tr. 
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Theproduaions which the illand yields, are confiderable, and .of great importance 
to the company : more particularly for the laft thirty years, in which period the 
cultivation of coffee, and other articles, has been sdliduouily profecuted and en- 
couraged. . 

The chief produce is pepper, which is moftly grown in the weftem part of the 
illand. This fpice reproduced from a plant * of the vine kind, which twines its ten- 
drils round poles, or trees, like ivy or hops. The pepper corns grow in bunches, 
clofe to each other. They are firft green, but afterwards turn black. When dried, 
they are firft feparated from the duft, and partly from the outward membranous coat, 
by means of a kind of winnow, called a harp, and then laid up in warehoufes. This 
winnow or harp is an oblong frame, with a bottom of iron wire clofely \wifted, fo 
that the pepper-corns cannot pafs through it ; this is fet Hoping, and the ungarbled 
pepper rolling along it frees itfelf from moft of its impurities. 

The empire of Bantam, with its dependencies at Lampon; yields annually to the 
Company more than fix millions of pounds of this fpice. This pepper is efteemed the 
next bed to that which comes from the coaft of Malabar. That from Palembang, of 
which likewife a very confiderable quantity is delivered to the Company, as well as 
that of Borneo, is of a much inferior quality f. 

The price for which the King of Bantam is obliged to fell all the pepper, produced 
in his dominions, is fixed at fix rix-dollars, or fourteen gilders and eight ftivers per 
picol, of one hundred and twenty-five pounds |. 

It has been the opinion of many, that the white pepper is the fruit of a plant, dif- 
tinft from that which produces the black ; this, however, is no t the cafe ; they are 
both the fame produdion ; but the white is manufadured, by being laid in lime, 
which takes off its outer coat, and renders it whitilh. This is done before the pepper 
is porfedly dry. 

Rice § is the fccond produd of Java, and is colleded in large quantities, efpecially 
in the empire of Java Proper. It grows chiefly in low, fenny ground. After it has 
beenfown, and has (hot up about two or three hand breadths, above the ground, it 
is tranfplanted by little bundles, of fix or more plants, in rows ; then by the dam- 
ming up of the many rivulets, which abound in this country, the rice is inundated, in the 
rainy feafon, and kept under water, till the ftalks have attained fufficient ftrength ; when 
the land is drained, by opening the dams, and it is foon dried by the great heat of the fun. 

At the time of the rice harveft the fields have much the fame appearance as our 
wheat and barley-fields, and afford an equally rich fecne of golden uniformity. 

The fickle is not uTed in reaping the rice, but inftead of it a finall knife, with which 
the ftalk it cut, about a foot under the ear ; this is done, one by one, anS they are 
then bound into (heaves, the tenth of which is the reward of the mower. 

The paddee, which is the name given to the rice, whilft in the hulk ||, does not 
grow, like wheat mid barley, in compad ears, but like oats, in loofe fpikes. It is not 


* Piper nigrum. 

t See the exaft quantities of the imports of pepper at Batavia, for one year, from all thef - places, in 
book iv, chap, i or Mr. Stavorinus’s fecond voyage. Tr. 

it Equal to about twenty-two Ihillings fterling per hundred weight Engliih, or neatly twopence half, 
penny per pound, la. y Oryzafativa. ^ 

11 1 he following, befides many others, are names applied to rice, in its different ftaees bf growth and 
preparation ; paddee, orgmal name of the feed ; ooffay, min of lail feafon ; bunnee, the rice-plants before 
b3**ike &c.‘tr!^'‘’ rice dripped of its hulk ; cbairoop, rice cleaned for boiling} naffee. 
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threflied, (o feparafe it from the hufk, but ftamped in large wooden blocks, hollowed 
out ; and the more it is ftamped the whiter it becomes when boiled. The native 
Indians, throughout the eaft, ufe this grain as bread, and as their principal food. 

Java has l)een called the granary of the eaft, on account of the immenfe quantity 
of rice which it produces. The other iflands in this neighbourhood, yield little or 
none, except Celebes, where enough is growm to provide likewife Amboyna with this 
ftaff of life. ^ ^ • 

In the year 1767, the quantity of feven thoufand lafts, or thirty-one millions of 
pounds of rice * was required, and furniflted, for the confumption of Batavia, Ceylon, 
and Banda, from the illand of Java. 

Sugar is likewife an article, which is produced in large quantities in Java, and 
brought to Batavia. The quantity of thirteen millions of pounds, manufaftured in the 
year 1768 in the province of Jaccatra alone, is fufficient to fhew with what luxuriance 
rile fugar-cane t flouriflics here. Much of it is exported to the weft of India, to Surat 
and the coaft of Malabar, and the reft to Europe. Moft of the fugar-mills are kept 
and worked by Chinefe. 

A fourth produdion of the Illand is coffee. The plantations of it are, how'ever, 
peculiarly confined to the provinces of Choribon and Jaccatra. The tree J which pro- 
duces this berry was firft introduced into Java in 1722, or 172^, under the govern- 
ment of the governor general Zwaardekroon, who greatly encouraged the culti- 
vation of it among the Javanefe. It is at prefent fo much multiplied, that in the 
year 1768, Jaccatra furnilhed four millions four hundred and fixty-five thoufand five 
hundred pounds weight to the Company, who paid no more, according to the beft of 
my knowledge, than three rix- dollars and a half, or eight gilders eight ftivers per 
picol, of a hundred and twenty-five pounds §. 

Cotton-yarn is likewife an important object of trade, which Java furnilhes to the 
Company. It is fpun by the Javanefe, from the cotton which is produced in great 
plenty in the interior parts. The province of Jaccatra yielded, in 1768, no more 
than one hundred and thirty-three picols, or fixtecn thoufand two hundred and 
twenty- five pounds, which was one thoufand eight hundred and feventy-five pounds 
lefs than ought to have been delivered by the Indians, according to the quota impo- 
fed upon them ; but this deficiency was occafioned by a feafon of uncommon drought, 
by which the cotton-crop had been materially injured. 

Salt, much of which is brought from Rembang to Batavia, is equally an article 
of trade for the Company, who difpofe of it for a handfome profit at Sumatra’s 
weft coaft, 

Another product of the country is indigo, which is moftly Ihipped to Europe. 
The culture of the plant w'hich produces this dye |( is profecuted with vigour in the 
province of Jaccatra. In the year 1768, the natives were affeffed at fix thoufand 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds, though they only fumifhed two thoufand eight 
hundred and feventy-five pounds. 

* Fourteen thoufand tons, ortwo hundred and eighty thoufand cwt. T*. 

-f- Saccharum ujficinarum. J Coffea. 

f Mr. Stavorinus correfts this ftatement, with refpeft to the price, in his fecoiid voyage, where he 
informs us, that the rate at which tlte Company paid for the coffee was four rix-dollars per picol, being 
equal to about fourteen (hdlingsand five pence ftcrliiig per cwt ; but other accounts make this article ftand 
thetn in the fame proportion as the pepper, two pence halfpenny per pound, or about one pound two 
fhillings per cwt. the firft is probably what is paid to the cultivator’s and the laft the invoice-value, being 
with the addition of the charges. Ta. 

|] indigofera tiudioria. 
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Large quantities of heavy timber are alfo brought from the north-eafl: coafi: of Java, 
to Batavia. This is not, in reality, a branch of trade for the company j but it is oi 
great importance for fhip building, and other purpofes *. 

From all this, the great importance of this ifland to the company, is very apparent. 
It produces fome of their moll confiderable articles of commerce, and provides the 
greateft part of their Indian poflfeffions with food, not to fay any thing of the laft 
mentioned advantage, of furnilhing materials for fliip building. 

The ifland is extremely abundant in fruit-bearing trees. In the firft place, there 
js the cocoa-nut-palm t, which is well known. The furi-tree, which yields the palm- 
wine, or toddy. China-oranges J, of which there are two forts, one of a large, and 
the other of a fmallcr fixe. The tamarind-tree §, whofc fruit confifts in pods, con- 
taining th5 tamarind, a fpungy fubftance, in which the beans or ftones are inclofed. 
The pompelmoes, or fliaddock |j, the fruit of which is one of die moft wholefome, 
on account of its refrefliing quality and taftc. . ' ' 

Next the durioon, or drioon-tree the fruit of which is inclofed in a hard fliell, 
of the fizc of a man’s head, and fometimes larger ; it has a raoft difagreeable fmell, 
which is extremely ofTenfive to thofe who have never eat of it ; when once, however, 
the fruit is tailed, the Ipathing which its odour is apt to excite, is quickly overcome, 
and ufe makes it, in the end, fo familiar, that it is generally preferred beyond all 
other fruits. It is a ftrong ftimulative, and is therefore much prized by the Chinefe. 
The furfak-tree **, has a fruit of a fimilar kind with the durioon, but it is not accom- 
panied by fuch a fetid fmell. 

I'he mango- tree ff, deferves equally to be noticed ; its fruit, when ripe, has a thin, 
oblong lhape, and is about the fizc of a goofe’s egg. Its coat is not thick, of a yellow 
colour, and foft. When peeled, it has a fielhy fubftance. Within, it is of an orange colour, 
like a melon, with which its flavour has likewife fome analogy ; but if the mango be 
a good one, it is much more de+'clous. In the centre, is a large kernel. When 
green, it is made into attjar ; for this, the kernel is taken out, and the fpace filled 

♦ See the more ample account given of the articles of trade of Java, in book iv. chap. i. of Mr. 
Stavcrrinus\s fccond voyage. J f. 

f Cocos nucifera. J Citrus aurantium. § Tamarindus indica. 

I) Citrus deciimanus ; the fluddock is a large lemon, of the fize of a child’s head; the juice is mode- 
rated acid, and quenches thiril ; it is cooling, aiitifeptic and antifcorbutic. Tr. 

The botanical rank of the durioon though it is particularly noticed in Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour, 
as well a t by Dr. Thunburg, leems not to have been yet afeertained ; the following account of the tree 
which produces it, from Marfdcn, may perhaps be helpful to the botaiiill : “ Tlic tree is large igid lofty ; 
the leaves are fmall in proportion, but in themfelves long and pointed. The blofom;! grow in clullers, on 
the ftem and larger branciics. The petals are five, of a ycllowifli wliite, furrounding five bunches of 
ftamina, each bunch containing about twelve, and each flamen having four anthcrai. The pointal is 
knobbed at top. When^ the flamina and petals fall the empalemeiit refemblcs a fungus, and is near 
the fliape of a Scotch bonj^ct. The fruit is not unlike the bread fruit, but larger and rougher on the 
outfjde.” It has by fofne.^'cn confounded with the bread fruit. Dr, Thunburg fays, it is confidered 
as diuretic, and fuoorilte^-^ti ferviccable in expelling wind. Tr. 

This feemsto be the iianca, or jakes of Cooke, and the boa nanca (radermachia) of Thunburg ; 
or what is commonly called the jack, by the Englifli ; at Batavia, it is generally of the fize of a large 
melon ; its fmell fome what refembles that of mellow apples, mixed with garlic : tlie outer coat is covered 
with arigular prickles, and contains a number of feeds, or kernels (which, when roafted, eat like chefnuts) 
incloli^ in a flefhy fubllance, of a rich, but to ftrangers, too ftrong a flavour, but which gains upon 
the taite. i. R. ® ^ 

f f Mangifera indica. 

• Articles preferved in vinegar, with pepper and other fpices, arc called attjar ; bcfides mangoes, the 
nnd ot melons, cucumbers, and in particular the aromatic roots of the bamboo tree, with various other 
roots, fruits and vegetables, are made into attjar. Tr. 
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up with ginger, pimento, and other fpicy ingredients, after which it is pickled in 
vinegar, and is fent to all parts, as prefents, or otherwife. 

The mango-tangos, or mangofteen *, is efteenied the moft delicious fruit that is 
produced in the Indies. It is generally of the fize of an apple, and refeittbles a pome- 
granate in appearance, only it is larger and thicker, and its coat is not fo tough. The 
fruit, when ftripped of the outward rind, appears like a little apple of a fnow-white hue, 
compofed of fix or feven lobes, of the fize of a joint of a finger, having a black ftone 
in the infide ; they are very foft and juicy, and their flavour is fo delightfully refrelh- 
ing that it is indefcribable. The tafte feemed to me to approach the neareft to that of 
the peach, but it is rather more mellow to the tafte. The tree which produces it 
is about the fize of a common plum-tree. I met with people who affured me, they 
had been cured of a dyfentcry of long ftanding, by eating large quantities of this 
fruit ; though others were of opinion that it produced a contrary effed. The rind 
has a ftrong aftringenl power, and might perhaps be ufed as a dye, for a fine deep red 
colour j. 

Lemon J and lime-trees are here likewife in great plenty. There is alfo a certain 
fruit called katappa §, which is like our walnuts, but better tafted. It grows upon a 
high tree, which affords an agreeable fliade, and is inclofed in a green hufk in which it 
lies in rolls, and is as white as milk. 

Pineapples |j are produced in large quantities, and are therefore little efteemed at Ba- 
tavia ; they are generally fold for the value of a ftiver (penny) a piece, and fometimes 
for lefs. 

Befidcs thefe, there are many other kinds of fruit produced upon the ifland, which 
are too numerous for me to mention here^. 

The 


^ Garcinia man;^anolla. + The Chiiiefe* ufe the rind of the mangoflcen for dying black. Tr. 

J Citrus nu-dica. § dVrminalia catappa. || Bromelia ananas. 

^ The fruits mod worthy of remark, befides the above, are the following ; the pifang, or bananas 
(mufa paradifiaca) of whicli tlicrc are feveral forts, the bell, pifang radja, is adtlicious and wholcfoine fruit, 
with a thin coat, and an inner pulpy part, which is fweetilh, and fomewhat mealy ; it is eaten both raw, 
and dreffed in various ways, 'i he iamboo (eugenia malaccenlis), winch is of a deep rod colour, and oval 
Oiape ; the larged are not bigger than a fmall apple; it is pleafant and cooring, though it has not niiicli 
flavour. The jamboo oyc?r-mauer (eugenia jumbos), which both fmells and lades like conferve of rofes. 
Tlie papaya (carica papaya), which is as large as a fniull melon, and the yellow j)ulp within, has nearly 
the fame tafte. The fweelfop (annona fquainofa), whieh confills of a mafs of large kernels, from which 
the furrounding pulp, which is very fweet, and of a mealy nature, is fucked. , Tlic cudard-apple (annona 
rcticulat? ), which derives its Englidi name from the likenefs which its white and rich pulp bears to a cudard. 
The rambutan (nephelium leppaccum), which grows in large cinders, and very much refembles a chefnut, 
with the huftc on ; the ».iitable part is finall in quantity, but its acid is lich and pleafarit, and perhaps 
more agreeable tiian any other in the whole vegetable kingdom. Tlie bilimbing (averrhoa belimb), the 
biliinbingbeffj (averrhoa rarambola), and the chcTimelle (averrhoa acida), which arc three fpecie.s of one 
genus, and though tliey dider m (hape, are nearly the fame in tade ; the fird is uiblong, of the thicknefs of a 
finger, afcd fo four, tlial u un mot be eaten alone ; the bilimbing belle, is an egg-lij^e pentagonal fruit, 
about the ri:4e of a pear, and is the lead acid of the three; the lad is tALiemely acid, and of a fmall 
rouiidifh, irregular drape, growing in cludcrs clofe to the branch, and containing each a fmgle feed ; 
they all make excellent pickles, and four fauce. The guava (plidium) whicii is well known 111 the Well 
Indies. The boa bidarra (rharnnus jujuba) which is a round yellow fruit, about the fize of a goofeberry ; 
its flavour is like that of an apple, but it has the adringcncy of a crab. The nam-nam (cynometra cau- 
lifiora), which in fhape (omewhat refembles a kidney ; it is about three inches long, and the out fide is very 
rough ; it is feldom eaten raw. The funtul (trichilia) which, within a thick ikin, cootains kernels like 
thofe of the mangodeen, but wdiich are both acid and adringent. The madja (limoni) which contains, 
under a hard brittle diell, a lightly acid pulp, which cannot be eaten without fugar. The falac (calamus 
TOtang zalacca), which is the fruit of a pricicly bufli, and has a fingular appearance, being covered with 
fcales, like thofe of a lizard ; it is nutritious and well tailed, in flavour fomewhat rcfemblinga ftrawberrv. 
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The native inhabitants are all commonly called Javanefe, whether they belong to the 
^kingdom of Bantam, or to any other part of Java ; thofe of Madura bear the name of 
their ifland. They are of a middling fize, and in general well-proportioned, of a light 
brown colour, with a broad forehead, and a flattifli nofe, which has a fmall curve down- 
wards at the tip. Their hair is black, and is always kept fmootli and fhining with 
cocoa* nut-oil. They are in general proud and lazy, as well as cowardly. Their 
principal weapon is a kris, which is a kind of c!a;5ger, like a fmall llzed couteau dc 
chajfey and which they alwtiys carry with them. '^I’he handle or hilt is made of dift'erent 
materials more or lefs valuable, according to the wealth or dignity of the wearer. 

“ The blade is of welbhardened fteel, of a ferpentine fliape, and thus capable; of making 
a largft^ and wide wound. It is often poifoned, and in that cafe caufes immediate 
death. '"Arrogant towards their inferiors, they are no lefs cringing with refpeft to their 
fuperiors, or whoever from whom they have any favour to exped. 

Their drefs confifts in a piece of cotton, which they wrap round the waift, and 
drawing it between the legs fallen it behind. They are otherwife naked, except that 
they wear a fmall cap on the head. This is the drefs of the common people. Thofe 
of more confideration wear a wide Moorifli coat of flowered cotton, or other fluff, 
and in general turbands, inltead of the little caps. They fufter no hair but that of the 
head to grow, and eradicate it carefully wherever it appears elfcwhere. 

The drels of the women is little better than that of the men *, it confifts in a piece 
of cotton-cloth, which they call faron, and which wrapping round the body, juft covers 
the bofom under which it is faftened, and hangs down to the knees, and fomeliines to 
the ancles ; the Ihoulders and part of the back remain uncovered. The hair of the 
head, which they wear very long, is turned up and twilled round the head like a fillet, 
faftened with long bodkins of different forts of wood, tortoifelhell, filver, or gold, 
according to the rank or wealth of the lady. This head-drefs is called a conde, and 
is alfo in vogue among the Batavian ladies. It is often likewife adorned with a variety 
of flowers. 

Both men and women are very fond of bathing, efpecially in the morning. The 
children of both fexes go entirely naked, till about eight or nine years of age. Twelve 
or thirteen is their age of puberty. 

The Javanefe are polygamifts ; they marry as many wives as they can maintain, and 
take their female Haves befides for concubines. This, however, of courfe does not 
take place with the common people, who mull be content with one wife, becaufe they 
cannot aflford to keep more. ' The women are proportionally more comely than the 
men, and they are very fond of white men. They are jealous in the extreme, and 
know how to make an European, with whom they have had a love affair, and who 
proves inconftanty dearly repent both his incontinence and his ficklcnefs by adminif- 
tering certain drugs to him, by which he is difqualified from the repetition of ather. 
People of the utnrnSj; credibility at Batavia, have related to me too many examples of 
this refinemenfrof^^ple revenge to render the circumftance at all doubtful. • 


The fokke fokkes (folanum melongena), whicli is of a purple blue colour, in lhape liUe a pear, and of 
vanous uzes ; it has an agreeable tafte when boiled. Watermelons (arbufes), which are in great plenty, 
and very good. Grapes, melons, pumpkins, pomegranates, and figs, appear to be the oiSy European 
fruits to 1» met with at Batavia } though llrawbemes, and feme others are faid to thrm in the interior 
parts of the country. Ta. 
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Their dvrelh'ngs may with greater propriety be called huts than houfes. They are 
conftrufted of fplit bamboos, interlaced or matted, plaiftered with clay and covered 
jvith attap, or the leaves of the cocoa-nut tree. The entrance is low, and is without a 
door or fhutter. The wliole houfe ufually confifts of but one apartment, in which, 
huibtind, wife, children, and fometimes their poultry, of which they keep a great 
many, pig together on the ground. They always choofe a fhady place to build in, or 
plant trees all round. Such as poffefs more property, are provide with a little more 
comfort and convenience ; but it is always in a wretched paltry manner. 

Thar chief food is boiled rice with a little filli, and their drink water. They do 
not, however, rejeft a little arrack, when they can obtain it. They are almoft. con- 
tinually chewing betel, or pinang, and likewife a fort of tobacco produced heffc, and 
therefore denominated Java tobacco, which they alfo fmoke through pipes 'made of 
reed ; they fometimevS put opium into their pipes with the tobacco, in order to invigo- 
rate their fpirits, but the continual ufe of it rather deadens them ; 1 faw fome who 
luid been too immoderate in this indulgence, who fat l<ke ftatues with open fixed eyes, 
awd fpeechlefs. 

They have no tables or chairs ; but fit upon the ground, or upon mats, with their 
legs croffed under them. They do not either make ufe of any kqives, forks, or fpoons, 
but eat with their fingers. 

They have a certain kind of mufical inftruments, called gomgoms, confilling in 
hollow iron bowls, of various fizes and tones, upon which a man Ifrikes with an iron, 
or wooden (lick, which do not make a difagreeable harmonv, and are not unlike a fet 
of bells. 

They are very fond of cock-fighting, for which they keep a peculiar breed. Though 
they may be ever fo poor, they will fooner difpofe of every other part of their pro- 
perty, than fell their game-cocks. They are, befides, obliged to pay a tax to the com- 
pany for thefe fowls ; and this duty is yearly farmed at Batavia, and forms part of the 
revenues of the province of jaeqatra. In the year 1 770, it amounted to four hundred 
and twenty gilders per month * ; it is, however, only in that province that they arc 
liable to it. 

A kind of tennis-play is alfo a favourite diverfion among them, and they are very 
handy and dexterous at it. They ftrike the ball with their feet, knees, or elbows, 
whither they chufe, and receive it back, thus keeping it for fome time in continual mo. 
tion, without its touching the ground : the ball is generally of the fize of a man’s head, 
hollow, and made of matted reeds. 

Their manner of falutation confifts in touching the forehead with the right hand, 
accompanied by a flight inclination of the body. 

The Mahometan religion is predominant over the whole ifland. It is faid, that far 
inland, over the mountains, towards the fouth fide of the illand, • there fee ftill fome 
of the aboriginal idolatrous natives to be met with, Mofques, 0*, .ylac^ ;df prayer of 
the Mahtnn^ans, arc erefted all over the ifland ; there is a fSnious one near 
Oieribon, but 1 did not fee it. They are very pai'ticular and nice about the tombs of 
Aeir faints, and will fuffer nothing unbecoming to be done upon or near them; an in- 
ihsmee of which has been already related. 

, They have^bqth male and female phyficians, who have been known ^ effcfl very 
illtIMrifing cures, by means of their knowledge of the medicinal and vnlaerary herbs, 

• About 35I, loi. or 4*61. pet annum. Tr. 
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The city is an oblong fquare, the fliorteft fides facing the i|orth and fouth,' Vid the 

iongeft the eaft and wdh ' ^ 

Through the middle of the city, from fouth to north, runs as before faid the rfwir 
of Jaccatra, over which there are three bridges, one at the upper end of thenlown, 
ainher at the lower part near the caftle, and the third about the middi.e, bong thence 
called the Middlepoint bridge. Two of thefe are built of ftone. Clofe by -the middle- 
mod, there is a large Jquare redoubt, provided with fome pieces of cannon, which com- 
mand the river, both up and doumwards. 

The breadth of the river within the city, is about one hundred and fixty or one 
hundred and eighty feet. It runs into the fea, pad the caftle and the admiralty-wlyje£'' 
On both tides of the mouth are long piers of wood and brick-work, aboujiK'mrce 
thoufand eight hundred feet in length, taken from the moat ot the city. The eafterh 
pier, which was repaired and in a great meafure rebuilt a few years ago, coft the Com- 
pany thirty-fix thoufand two hundred and eighteen rix-dollars in timber, and thirty- 
fix thoufand three hundred and twenty rix-dollars injnafonry, making at forty-eight 
ftivers, /. 174,091,4.*; which is, in faQ:, a large fum, when it be confidereJ that 
the timber colls the Company but little money, as it is produced in abundance in 
Java. 

The veflels belonging to the free merchants arc laid up and repaired between thefe 
piers, on the weft fide ; but along the call fide, the paiTage remains open for the 
lighters which go in and out of the city, with the cargoes of the ftiips. 

At the outward point of the eaftern pier there is a ilied wliich ferves for a ftablc for 
the horfes, w'hich draw the fmall vcffels and boats up and down the river. 

Oppofite to this is a horn-work commonly called the Water-fort, which was built 
during the government of the governor general Van Inihoff, at an immenfe expence 
to the Company ; for feveral large fliips were obliged 'to be funk on account of the 
depth of water on the fpot, in order to lay a good foundation for building the fort. 
It is conftruded of a kind of coral-rock, and defended by feveral heavy cannon j. It 
has barracks within it for the garrifon ; and there is no other approach to it than along 
the weftem pier. It is at prefent very much out of repair, and the walls begin to 
fink and fall down in many places. 

The objefts for which this fort was erefted, feem to have been the defence of the 
road, and of the entrance of the river ; yet, in both thefe refpefts, it is now of little 
advantt^e, for the anchoring-place is now fo far removed from this fortification, by 
the encreafe of the mudbank which lies before the river, that, aldiough its guns might 
reach tha ihips in the road, little damage could be done on either fide, at fuch a dif- 
tance J ; and as to what regards the defence of the river’s mouth, that is of very 
trifling importance ; for the daily and continual increafe of the bar renders the water 
much too fhallow for large veflels, and an enemy would never feek to effed a landing 
there, but would always prefer an eafy firm fea-bcach, fuch as i^p be met with be- 
yond Ai*jol§. 

The 

• About i6,oool. ftorling. T*. 

f In J793* vihen Lord Macartney vifited Batavia, this fort had mounted and difmounttd fourteen guns 
SUM two howitzers. Tr. " 

^ Ary Huyfers, who wrote an account of the Dutch fettlements in India in tySp, and had been at Ba- 
years before, fays that, in his time, a trial had been made of the heavy artillefy at the mouth 
off the ^rbour, and that it was found Sufficient to conunand and protedl the whoU 'esteut of tW 
nia. Ta. 

f iiillt Ausje^ Taijjongponra, to the eaftward of the city on the fea-eoaB, there sue ftmag 
imrti, MB to the wenward at Ankay, Taagonng, and the Kwal. On the landfidc Batavia it further 
‘ S cevend 
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‘ IJie above-mentioned bank, or bar, lies direftly before the miwth^of the river, and 
fxtehds t great way to the weft, and but a little to the eaft, for vdueh^reafons fuch 
as are deeply laden muft go round by the eaft fide,clofe albng^ the oaftern pier, 
m <|ipSr id ^et within the bar. It is continually increafing towards the'Toad, by which 
where the Ihips lie is more and rhore removed from the cjty. ’*To the weft- 
wara.it fet dry in Tome places. , ‘ ■ 

Right before the mouth of the river, from which the flialloweft part of the bank is 
diftaift about fix hundred or fix hundred and fifty feet, there is at low water no more 
than one, or one and a half foot ; fo that a common fhip’s boat cannot get over' it, 
-’Is'Jt muft alfo go round its eaft end. When the fea-breeze blows frefli„ it makes' a 
trodblefome and cockling fea ; and a weft or bad monfoon feldom paffes without the 
lofs of Tome veffels upon it. 

This fhoalnefs of the water is faid to be the confequcnce of a violent earthquake, 
which took place in Java in the latter end of the lall century, and by which the river 
of Jaccatra was partly {topped* up. Yet the greateft increafe of the bank has been 
fince the year 1730 ; and it is to be apprehended, that the river will in time become 
wholly unnavigable and ufelefs by it. 

The caftle or citqdcl of Batavia, which forms the north boundary, of the eaffiern 
di-vifion of the city is a regular fquare fortrels, with four baftions, which are connected 
by high curtains, except on the I'outh fide, where the curtain was broken down during 
tlie government of Bai*on Van Imhof. The walls and ramparts are built of coral-rock, 
and are about tweniy feet in height. It is fiirrounded by a wet ditch, over which, on 
the fouth fide, lies a drawbridge. Between the moat and the buildings within the fort, 
on this fide there is a large area or efplanade. In the centre of the buildings that 
look towards the city is a great gate, and then a broad paflage, with warehoufes on 
each fide, leadingtfo another efplanade on the north fide, enclofed between, the ram- - 
parts and the buildings, all of which is appropriated to the ufe of the Company *. 

'The government-houfe, which forms the left wing of the buildings looking to the 
fouth, is provided with numerous and convenient aparlmcnts, but. is at prcfent uninba- . 
bited. In it is a large hall, in which the council of India generally aflemble twice a 
week; this is adorned with the portraits of all the governors general, who have ruled 
in India, fince the eftablilhment of the Company. 

Clofe by is a little church, or chapel, ufually called the Caftle-church, and a Kttle 
more forwards is a corps-de- garde, where a party of dragoons always mount guard./ 

Over the caftlcjbridge there is a great plain, or fquare, planted with tamarind- 
trees, which afford a very agreeable fliadc. J’he entrance to it froiai the city is over a 
bridge, and through a large and ftatcly gate. This is mounted by a bold cupola,, 
which an odagon turret rifes, containing a large clock, which is the only pu]bli^/0ine 

' 

oovored by ftJTls at.^y^atra, the walcring-placc, Rynvick, &c. ; though thefc* are. defences 
the natives, and are moll of them littk* better than fortified houfes. 'Fr. ^ ’ 

Captain PariftFs account of this fortrefs in Macartney’s ICmbaffy to China^ 1793 > is as fojlo^s : — 

' Ifttle ab^e was the caftle ; a regular fquare fort, but wiiliout ravelins or other put works. It bad two 
j^uns^mounted on each flank, and two or fometimes three on each face ; they were;not en larhettct nor 
properly en embrafurei h\xl 'm a fituation between both, having both thjeilt* dSfadvantagesi without the 
^ ‘The wall was of mafonry, about twenty-four Tt.hjld no ditch,: but 

^ canal it diftance. It had no cordon. The length of the 

hutidred feetF’ Spme further particulars, both of the town and of the caftle* arWjifen 

4n Mr* Suvomuf^i fpcond voyage*^ Ta* 
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to be met with at Batavia. It v^as built under the government of Baron Van liphof, 
as appears by an infcription over the gateway, and forms no trifling embellifliment qf 
the city. . ^ 

On the left fide of the gate is a large building, which ferves as a corps-ddjpirdc, 
having in front a long gallery, refting upon a row of pillars. A captain’s guard of 
grenadiers are generally ported here. 

On the welt fide of the fquafe Hand the Company's artillery-houfe, and the difpen- 
fary, or provifion- magazine, both of which reach behind to the river fide, fo that the 
goods are taken in and out of the lighters with the greatert eafe. This is an ad- 
vantage whith is poflelTed by alinofi; all the Company’s warehoulcs and repofitorigs^ 
Batavia. 

On the oppofitc fide is the iron magazine, and what is termed the grafs plaf, being 
the place of execution for criminals : this is an artificial fqiiare eminence, upon which 
there is a gallows and fome ports, behind it is a fmall building with w'indows, looking 
towards the place of execution, whence the counfelJors (5f juftice behold the completion 
of their fcntcnces 

I'here a number of pieces of artillery, both iron and brafs, and of all forts and fizes, 
togetiicr with other warlike implements, ranged upon the plain.. Any one may ride 
through the gate we have juft mentioned as far as the drawbridge of the caftle, but not 
over it, unlefs he have the rank of fenior merchant, or higher. 

The city is encircled by a wall of coral rock f, defended by twenty-two baftions, or 
bulwarks, all provided with artillery, and furrounded by a broad moat, in which there 
is feldom any want of water, that being conveyed into it out of the river. 

Batavia has five gates ; one at the cart fide, which is called the Rotterdam gate ; 
two to the fouth, the New gate, and the Dieft gate ; one to the weft, the Utrecht gate ; 
aud one on the north fide, to the weft of the river, called the Squart^gate. 

Near to the laft-mentioned gate, and oppofitc to the cartle, is the admiralty wharf ; 
and not far oil', the warchoufes for naval ftores, as likewife the workrtiops of the car- 
penters, coopers, fail-makers, and finiths, with other offices that relate to the lliipping. 
Korc are alfo the houfes of the commandants, and comptrollers of equipment, who 
w’ere formerly obliged to refide upon the w'harf ; but for fome years pall this regu- 
lation has not been obferved, and they now live in other and more pleafant parts of 
ithe*‘town. 

In the fouth-eaft corner of the city, clofe to the ramparts, lies what is called the 
Ambaglfkwartier, or the workmen’s quarter, in which all the mechanics and labourers 
who are efiiployed by the Company in their buildings, have their abode. The journey- 
men work here under inaftersof their refpeflive trades, carpenters, fmiths, plumbers, 
braziers, mafons, aitd others, who are all accountable to the chief of the quarter, who 
is called fabriek, or head workman, and has generally the rank of riierchant. Befides 
a great number of Europeans who are employed here there are fj^^a thoufand flaves 
who belong to this quarter, by which the Company incurs an erraraoilS expence, with 
little benefit from their labour, which generally turns to the advantage of individual 
members of the government. 

* It is cuftomary throughout Holland, and its dependencies, for the magiftrates, or judges, who 
have parted fcntence upon criminals, to prefidc at the execution of it. This is in Europe generally 
done upon fome open place before their town-halls, from the windows of which the magiflrates, mvrted in 
their robes of ceremony, behold the execution. Tr. 

f Sir George Staunton fays, tl>at part of tlic town-wall is conllruftcd of lava, which is of a dark blue 
colour, of a very hard, denfe texture, emits a metallic found, and refembles very much fome of the lavH 
of Vcfuvius. Ta. 
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1 here are three churches for the reformed religion within the city, in which fervice 
is j)erformed in the Dutch, Portuguefe, and Malay languages, and one without the 
gates, which is called the outer Portuguefe church. Befides thefc, there is a Lutheran 
churcl|| which was built during the government of Baron Van Imhof, not far from the 
caftle ; this laft is provided with a fine organ, and a very handfome pulpit. 

The town-hall and other public buildings are circumftantially deferibed by Valentyn, 
and I fliall not, therefore, make further mention of them. 

The houfes at Batavia are inoftly of brick, run up in a light and airy manner, and 
ftuccoed on the outfide, with fafli windows. Within they are almoft all built upon a 
fimilar plan, the fronts being in general narrow, though there are a few that are more 
extended. 

On ciJtering the door there is a narrow paffage, and on one fide a parlour ; then you 
come into a large and long room, that receives its light from an inner court, which 
trenches upon this apartment, and renders its form irregular. This is called the gal- 
lery, and is the place where the /arnily ufually live and dine. The floors are of large, 
fquarc, dark red ftoncs. No hangings are to be feen, but the walls are neatly ftuccoed 
and whitened. The furniture confifts in feme arm-chairs, two or three fofas, and a 
great many looking-glalfes, which the Europeans in thefe regions are very fond of. 
Several chandeliers and lamps are hung in a row, along the length of the gallery, 
which are jit up in the evening. The flairs leading to the upper rooms are generally 
at the end of this apartment. Six or feven fteps up there is one which Hands over the 
ftorc-room, or cellar, in which the flock of wine, beer, butter, &c. is kept. Up flairs 
the houfes arc difh'ibutcd almoft fimilarly as below. They are, in general, but poorly 
provided with furniture, and the fetting out of rooms in order is not fo much in vogue 
here as in Holland : nothing is added that is fuperfluous, or more than is wanted for 
ufc. Behind the gallery are the lodgings for the flaves, the kitchen, Sec. There are 
but few houfes wliich have gardens, contrary to what Salmon erroneoufly afferts in his 
“ Prefent State of all Nations and there are not even the Icafl veftiges left of there 
having ever been gardens behind the houfes. In fcveral the window's are clofed with a 
lattice work of rattans, in the room of being glazed, for the fake of air. 

I’he above relates only to the houfes of Europeans, which arc the grcatefl in number. 
The few Chinefe who live at jirefent witliin the city have very wretched houfes, the 
infidc of which is very inrgularly diftributed. Moft of them dwell in the foutheni 
and weftern I'uburbs, w'hich are called the Chinefe Campon. Before the revolt of the 
year 1 740, they had jthe befl quarter of the city allotted to them, to the weft of the 
great river j but when, in that commotion, all their houfes were burnt to the ground*, 

the 


* Several relations have been given to the public, at different times, of the horrid tranfadion here 
alluded to ; of which thj! moll circumllantial is in the Modem Univerfal Hittory, b. xiv. chap. 7. No 
two, however, agree; and the following account, cxtra6cd from a very recent and intelligent Dutch 
writer, Aiy Huyferjj who -was long rcfident at Batavia, may therefore not be unacceptable. Tt is to be 
lound in bis Life of Reinicr de Klerk, 1788. — “ A little before the perpetration of this maffacre, feveral 
thoiifand Chinefe adventurers and fortune hunters hadreforted to Baturin, alhired by the profperity of their 
countrymen already fettled there. The great number of thefc new colonills, together with Uic rohhcncs and 
murders which were committed by tliem, excited no little degree of jail appreUcnfion. The famoire Viiii 
Imhof, wlio was at that time a member of the council, propofed, in order to get rid of thefe ufclefs and 
dangerous new-comers that every Chinefe who could not prove that he had an honed livelihood Ihould 
be lei/.cd and tranfported to Ceylon, there to be employed in mining, or other labour for the fervice of the 
Company. This advice was approved of, and immediately followed. A great number of Chinefe were 
feir.cd, and put in irons ; but imprudently feveral Chinefe oi property were fccurcd by the uuder-oflicers, 
VOL. XI. 44 charged 
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the whole quarter was made mto a paflar, or market, where, at prefent, all kinds of 
proviilons are every day expofcd to fale. 

The poundage, or auelTment, which is paid annually by every houfe, confifts in half 
a month’s rent. This money is expended in dragging and cleanfing the canaj^ and 
in repairing the townhall, and other buildings belonging to the city. Permiflion muft 
be requefted every year, of the Company’s government to levy this affelTment, in 
behair of the city, which is feldoni refufed. 

The houfes are not let by the year, but by the month ; the rents run from five to 
forty rix-dollars per month. A good houfe, in an agreeable fituation, may be hired 
for twentycor twenty-five rix-dollars •. 

The churches are repaired out of the duties levied upon funerals. 

A bank of circulation, has been efiablifhed here for fomc years, which is uirited with 
the lombard, or bank for lending money on pledges. It is under the adminiftration of 
a direftor, who is generally a counfellor of India, two commilTarics, a cafliier, and 
a book-keeper. 

A fee of five rix-dollars is given at the opening of an account, and flamped bank- 
bills, figned by the diredor and commiflaries, arc delivered for the money placed in 


charged with the execution of the order, and were only liberated on pnying large fums of money. This 
occafioned great murmurings, and led the rell of the nation to credit a report which was fpread abroad, 
that thofe who were unable to pay would be drowned or otherwife put to dcatlu They in confcquence 
retired by thoufands from the city, towards the interior parts, and llrengthencd thcinfelvcs fo much, as to 
render the fate of Batavia itfelf precarious, Tn this dilemma, the council firil offered an amnefty to the 
difcontciitcd Chinefe, but this they rejeded with fcorn ; and purpofing to extinminate the whole Chriftian 
fettlemcnt, began by ravaging the country in the wildeft manner, burning the fiigar-works, and marching 
down to the gates of the city. Here, however, they met with a fevere rebufl. 'I'he civil and military 
inhabitants united in repelling them, and drove the rebels back again into tlie country. During thefe 
commotions the Chinefe who refided within the town kept themfclvcs perfedly quiet ; and in order that 
thefe innocent people might not be expofed to infult, the government iffiied an order, prohibiting them 
. from leaving their houfes after fix o'clock in the evening, and ordering them to keep their doors fhut. 
This prudent precaution was not, however, fufficient to proled them from tlie fury of the irritated fol- 
diery and failors who were in the city, and had witneffed the devallations of the Chinefe without the gates. 
On a fudden, and iinexpedledly, an inttantaneous cry of murder and horror refounded through the town,, 
and the moft difmal fccne of barbarity and rapine prefented itfelf on all fidcs. All the Chinefe, without 
diftinftion, men, women, and children, were put to the fword. Neither pregnant women, nor fucking 
infants, were fpared by the relcntlcfs alfaffina. The prifoners in chains, about a hundred in number, were 
at the fame time flaughtcred like fhcep. European citizens, to whom fomc of the wealthy Chinefe had 
fled for fafety, violating every principle of humanity and morality, delivered them up to their fanguinary 
purfuers, acd embezzled the property confided to them. In fhort, all the Chinefe, guilty and innocent, 
were exterminated. And whence did the barbarous order, by which they fuffered^ emanate ? Here a 
veil has induftrioufly been drawn, and the truth will probably never be knowTi with certainty. The go- 
vernor-general Valkenicr, and his brother-in-law Hclvetius, were accufed by the public voice of diredting 
the mauacre, but it was never proved upon them." It is remarkable, that when Valkenier was afterwards 
condemned to imprifonment for life, at Batavia, among the mimeroiis charges brought a^ainft him for mal- 
adminiftraVon during his government, no notice was taken of hi? prefumed inilrumcntality in this dreadful 
maffacre. Much apprelienfion was entertained that this occuiTcnce would excite the ifitlignation of the Em- 
peror of China, and deputies were fcnt to him the following year to apologize for the mcafurc. The letter 
written to tlie emperor on the occafion, is given at length by Huyfers : the only remarkable circumftance in 
which it differs from the above relation is the allegation, that fome Chinefe within the city had fet fire to it 
in different jilaces, and were preparing to rife upon the Europeans ; but the extermination of the innocent 
with the guilty is acknowledged, and attempted to be exenfed on the plea of neceflity Thefe deputies 
were agreeably furprifed on finding that the emperor calmly anfwercd, that he was little folicitous for 
the fate of unworthy fulnedts, who, in the purfuit of lucre, had quitted their country, and abandoned 
the tombs of their anceftors." Tr. ' 

^ A rixdollar at Batavia is worth forty-eight ftivers, or about four fhilHngsand fourpence ftcrling. Tra 
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the bank. Its capital is computed to amount to between two and three millions of 
rix-dollars *. 

The fuburbs of Batavia are remarkable, on account of their confiderable extent, 
uncommon pleafantnefs, and great population. They are inhabited by Indians of 
various nations, and by fome Europeans. The Chinefe quarter is the moft populous 
of all, and feems itfelf a city, with numerous ftreets ; yet their houfes are mean, 
and little. It is crowed with (hops, containing all kinds of goods, as well thofe of 
their own manufadure, and fuch as they receive annually from China, as what they 
buy up of thofe imported from Europe. The number of the Chinefe, who live both 
within and without the walls of the city, cannot be determined with precifion ; but it 
mu ft be very confiderable, as the Company receive a poll-tax from them o^ more than 
forty thJ^ufand rix-dollars. 

Every Chinefe, who has a profeflion, is obliged to pay a monthly poll-tax of half a 
ducatoon t ; women, children, and thofe who have no trade, are exempted from the 
tax ; fo that their number can .only be gueffed at. They are under a chief of their 
own nation, who is known by the appellation of Chinefe Captain ; he lives within 
the walls, and has fix lieutenants under him, in different diftrids. A flag is hoifted 
at his door, on the firft or fecond day in every month, and the Chinefe liable to the 
tax arc then obliged to come to him to pay it. 

Like the Jews in Europe, they very are cunning in trade, both in the largeft dealin|;s 
and in the moft trifling pedlcry. They are fo defirous of money, that a Chinefe will 
run three times from one end of the city to the other, if he have but the profped of 
gaining one penny. In doing any bufinefs with them, the greateft care muft be taken 
to avoid being cheated. 

Their ftature is rather fliort than tall, and they are in general tolerably fquare. 
They are not lb brown as the Javanefe. They lhave their heads all round, leaving a 
bunch of hair on the middle of the crown, which is twifted with a ribbon, and hangs 
down the back. Their drefs confifts in a long robe of nankeen, or thin filk, with 
wide lleeves, and under it they wear drawers of the fame which cover their legs. 

In every houfc, there is a niche or place, where the image is hung up, of one of 
their jooftjes, or idols, painted on Chinefe paper. Before it they keep one or more 
lamps always burning, as alfo a kind of incenfe, which is made into little thin tapers. 
This idol is generally depifted as an old man, with a fquare cap upon his head, and 
a female, defigncd for his wife, next to him. About an hour’s walk out of the city, 
juft beyond Fort Aijsjol, they have a temple, ftanding in a grove of cocoa-nut-trees, 
by the fide of a rivulet, and in the midft of a moft pleafant feenery. Thf building 
is about twenty feet in length, and twelve or thirteen in breadth. The entrance is 
through a railing, into a fmall area, and then into a hall, behind which is the fan£Iuarv. 
In the middle, juft within the door is a large altar, on which tapers, made of rCd wax, 
are kept burning, night and day. There is alfo an image of a lion richly gilt. In a 
niche behind th« altai;, are reprefentations of an old man and woman, both with 
crowns upon their heads, and about two feet in height, which are their idols ; and 
as, they look upon their jooftjc to bean evil fpirit, they continually fupplicate him not 
to do them any harm. In their adorations, they proftrate themfelves before him, and 
endeavour to exprefs the awe and reverence they entertain, by ftriking their head 
continually againft the ground. . ° 

fouf hundred and thirty-five thoufand and fix hundred and fifty thoufend poundi 

f A ducatoon is fixty-fix ftivers, or fix (hillings fterliiig, Ta. 
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They likewife confult (heir idol when they are about any important undertaking; 
This divination is done by means of two fmall longitudinal pieces of wood, flat on 
one fide, and round on the other. They hold thefe with the flat fides towards each 
other, and then letting them fell on the ground, augur of the effect of their prayers^ 
and the good or bad refult of their purpofed enterprize, by the manner in which they 
lie, with the round or flat fides upwards. If the prefage be favourable, they offer a 
wax-candlo to their god, which the prieft, or bonze, who attends at the temple,, 
immediately turns into ready money. 

In this temple, I few a Chinefe, who let thefe little flicks fell, above twenty times 
before they promifed him fuccefs : he feemed to be but very little pleafed with thefe 
repeated evil prognoflicaiions, and fhaking his head at every time, with a moft dif- 
contented look, he threw hirafelf upon the ground, and thumped his head jfgainfl it, 
till at laft, the omen proved agreeable to his wifhes ; and he then joyfully lighted a 
thick wax-candle, and placed it upon the altar of his jooftje. 

Bcfidcs this temple, the Chinefe have feveral others, which are tolerated by the 
government ; but it i.s worthy of obfervation, that whilfl the praftice of the moft 
abominable idolatry is allowed, the exercife of the Roman Catholic religion is obfti- 
nately prohibited. 

The Chinefe are of a very luftful temper. They are accufed 'of the moft deteftable 
violations of the laws of nature ; and it is even faid, that they keep fwine in their 
houfes, for purpofes the iiioft fliatneful and repugnant. 

Their tombs, on which they expend a great deal of money, are partly built above,^ 
and partly under ground. They are arched over. The entrance, which is made like 
a doorway, is clofed with a large ftone, covered with engraved Chinefe letters. They 
are to be feen in great numbers, about half an hour’s walk from Batavia, on the road 
to Jaccatra. 

They vifit the graves of their anceftors and relations, from time to time : they ftrew 
them with odoriferous flowers ; and when they depart, they leave a few fmall pieces of 
filk or linen before the entrance, and fometimes boiled rice, or other viftualsj 
%hich is fpeedily made away with at night. 

The environs at Batavia are very pleafant, and arc almoft every where interfered 
with rivulets, by which the circumjacent rice plantations are inundated, and fertilized 
in the proper feafon. 

There are five principal roads, which lead from the city towards the country, and 
which are all planted with high and fhady trees. 

That which runs to the eaftward, to Ansjol and the feacoaft, is laid along the fide of 
a rivulet,' the ftream of which running down an imperceptible flope is very flow, 
which makes it referable the canals for inland navigation in Holland. Both fides of it 
are adorned with garden.-', ; but they are beginning to be ncglcfted, fave one or two 
belonging to the director general. 

At no great diftance from the fca-fliore, whither this road finally leads, there is an 
oyfter-bed ; and on the beach (lands a houfc of entertainment, which is reforted to by 
the Europeans for the purpofe of eating this fliell-fiffi. 

The fecond .road has the appellation of the mango-doa, from its having been for- 
merly planted with a double row of mango-trees. I’his runs more fouth than the for- 
mer one, and farther inland. Along this road there arc likewife many gardens, but 
they are none of them fo fplendid and pleafant as thofc which border and embellilh 
the road to Jaccatra : for there the fined pifture that can be conceived prefents 
iilelf to the delighted eye, both with refpeft to the grandeur of the buildings and 
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the elegance of the grounds. Moft of the houfes belonging to them, have their 
fronts towards the road, and from the back rooms they have a profpe£t of the river of 
Jaccatra. 

This road is nearly two hundred feet broad, and is clofely planted with trees. I 
do not know that I ever beheld a more delightful avenue. It terminates at a fmall 
fort, which is called Jaccatra, fituated about half a Dutch mile from Batavia, and 
though the road is continued thence to Weltcvreeden, the country-feat o'f the governor 
general, and beyond it ferther into the country, it aflumes, on the other fide of 
Jaccatra, the name of Goenong Sari. 

The fourth is called the Molenvliet, or mill-drain, becaufe part of the w^ter of the 
great or Jaccatra river is diverted through a channel, along this road, for the purpofe 
of turning a powder-mill, which ftands Icarcely ten minutes walk from the city. The 
road leads along the canal for full half a Dutch mile up the country, and is equally 
adorned on both fides with handfome houfes and pleafant gardens. It then proceeds 
to Tanabang, where a large market is held, every Saturday, for all kinds of provifions, 
which are brought thither from the interior parts. 

The fifth road leads through the Chinefe Campon, alfo along a river, to Fort Ankay, 
and is, in like manner, bordered on both fides with gardens. 

None of thefe roaift nor any of the ftreets in the city are paved j the ground 
confifts of a hard clay, which is made very finooth and plain ; only in the city, along 
the fides of the ftreets, by the houfes are ftone footpaths of about three or lour feet 
in breadth *. 

CHAP. IV. — Govermnent of Batavia— -Council of India — Governor-General — DireSlor- 

General — Counfcllors of India — Council of Jujiice — Board of Schcepens — Punijhmenis 

— Impalcmcni — Mucks — Orphan Chamber — Society for the Opium Trade— Chief of 

the Marine — Commandant and Upper Comptroller of Equipment — Vice Commandant — 

Military — Militia — Of Ranks and Precedency — Sumptuary Laws — Clergymen— 

Coins — Weights — Meafures. 

THE chief government of Batavia, and of all the poflellions of the Dutch Eaft 
India Company in Afia, is vefted in the council of India, with the governor-general at 
their head. 

This council confifted, when I was there, befides the direftor-gencral, of five ordi- 
nary counfcllors, including the governor of the Cape of Good Hope, nine extraor- 
dinary counfellors, and two fecretaries. 

Five of the extraordinary counfellors were governors of the out-fadorles of Java's, 
north-eaft coaft, Coromandel, Amboyna, Ceylon, and Macalfer. 

This council determines aft'airs of every kind, thofe which relate to the adminillra- 
tion of juftice alone excepted. Yet in civil matters, an appeal may be made from the 
fentenceof the coOncil of juftice to the council of India. 

All appointments and promotions to offices are eft'efted by the council of India, not 
excepting that of the governor-general } but this rauft be confirmed by the aflembly of 
feventeen, in the Netherlandsf. * ^ 

The 

* The ftreets and canals at Batavia are planted on each fide with large trees ; eenerallv the onophylluia 
calophyllom and calaba, the eanarium commune, and fomc others Hill fcarcer. Tr. 

’ preferments, and the apjpoiutment of the minifters of juftice, proceed immediately from, 
the direttion in Holland, In the council of India, the governor and direftor general, and the five ordinary 

couni'cUgrjas * 
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The authority of the governor-general is almofl: unbounded ; and although he is 
obliged to give cognizance to the council, and confult them on fome matters, he pof- 
feifes a moft arbitrary and independent power in all : for there are few or no members 
of the council who do not ftand in need of his good offices in fome inftance or other ; 
for example, in order to obtain lucrative employments for their relations or favourites*; 
and if this be not fufficient to make them obey the nod of the governor, he is not defti- 
tute of the means of tormenting them, in every way, under various pretences : nay, of 
fending them prifoners to feurope ; as was done, with refpeft to MM. Van Imhof, de 
Haaze, and Van Schinncn, in the year 1 740, by the governor-general Valkenierf. As, 
therefore, thofe who are immediately next to him in rank, depend upon and ftand in 
awe of him, it follows, that the fervants of the Company who are in inferior ftations 
feel ftill deeper reverence, and tremble before him, as in the prefence of one from 
whofe arbitrary will and power their happinefs or mifery wholly depends : the flavifh 
fubmiflion with which his commands are received and executed is, in confequence, 
fcarcely credible ; for how is it poftible that freeborn Hollanders fhould bow them- 
felves fo low, beneath the ignominious yoke! 

His excellency the governor-general, at prefent, ufually refides at his country feat, 
called Weltevreeden, about an hour and a quarter’s walk from Batavia, and which is 
a fuperb manfion. 

He gives public audience here every Monday and Thurfday ; and on Tuefdays and 
Fridays at another feat, fituated nearer to the city, on the Jacatra road. On the other 
d^s of the week, he is inacceflible to every body, and cannot be fpoken to unlefs on 
afters of the greateft importance and urgency. Nobody goes thither without having 
fome bufinefs to call him ; for it would be taken extremely ill if any one was to pay 
a vifit of mere ceremony. The time of audience is from lix o’clock in the morning 
till eight. Every one waits in the open air, in the court before the houfe, till he is' 
called in by one of the body guards. 

When the governor rides out, he Is always accompanied by fome of his horfe- 
guards. An officer and two trumpeters precede his approach, and every perfon who 


counfellors alone conclude upon moft matters that are brought before them ; the other nine membere are 
properly only affeffors, who may give their advice, but have no voles, except in the queftion of war or 
peace with the Indiana, in the pardoning of criminals condemned to deatli, in the election of a governor 
general, and in a few other important points. The power and influence of this body in the Indies arc 
unbounded. It is the reprefentative of the ftate and of the Company, and millions of Indians are fuhjett 
to its fvjay. Kings and princes are crowned and dethroned by its mandates. “ I have been witnels,*’ 
fays Ary Huyfers, a writer to whom we have before had occaCon to refer, “ to the depofition of two 
powerful kings of the Moluccas, and the hereditary prince of Tidore. One of tbefe died miferably in a 
little village near the place of my reftdcncc. I faw the venerable old man before his death : he was 
feventy-two years of age. When 1 exprefled my commiferation at the deep humiliation he had under- 
gone, he anfwered, with a figh, in the Malay language, pointing to heaven, ‘ It is the will of God.” 
Other ipftances of the tyranny of the Dutch Company over the natives princes, are related in the prefent 
work. Tr. 

* By the fccond article of the oath taken by the governor general, as likewife by the counfellors of 
India, on their appointment, they engage “ never to receive any gifts or prefents, diredly or indiredly, 
from any ono under their authority ; neither in refpeft, or in the hope or expeftation thereof, nor of any 
advantage, favour, or other private corifideration, either of rclationfliip, friend/hip, or otherwife, to appoint, 
or caufc to be appointed, any other individual to an office, place, or ftation, than fuch as they believe and 
find to polTefs the moft experience, the moft integrity, the molt fidelity, and the moft ability for the fame.” 
So muen 4p men regard oaths ! Tr. 

f VUkenier, who was the pcrfonal enemy of the above gentlemen, tyrannically abufed his authority, 
in fo ffir, that when the council of India refufed to fandion this arbitrary mcafure, he furrounded the 
.council table with a body of armed men, and thus conftrained them to aflent to his wilhes. Tr. 
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meets him, and happens to be in a carriage, mull Hop, and Ilep out of it, till he has 
rode by*. 

A company of dragoons always mount guard at Weltevreeden. He has belldes fome 
halberdiers, who are employed in carrying melFages and command^ and who always 
are attendant on the governor’s perfon, wherever he goes. They are drelTed in Ihort 
coats of fcarlet cloth, richly laced with gold, and follow in rank upon the junior en- 
fign in the Company's fervice. 

When his excellency enters the church, all perfons, both men and women, the 
counfellors of India not excepted. Hand up, in token of refpeftf. His lady receives 
the fame honours, and is equally efcorted by a party of horfe-guards, when Ihe rides 
out. * 

The governor-general, who was in olEce at that time, was Mr. Peter Albert Van der 
Parra, a native of Colombo, the chief fettlement of the 'Dutch in Ceylon. He was a 
man inimical to all pomp, and in this refpeft very different from moll of his predeceffors. 
He was remarkably temperate, generally drinking pure water, and feldom taking any 
wine or beer. He was commonly occupied the whole day ; and when he did not 
aflift at the council-table, he was clofeted with his fecretary and clerks. 

The direftor-general, who is the eldeft counfcllor of India, is the next in rank. The 
direftion and controul over the trade of the Company, throughout all India and to Eu- 
rope, together with every thing that relates to it, is exclufively entrufted to him. The 
governor-geheral does not in the leaft meddle in thefe matters, if the diredor have but 
the needful ability. 

Next in order follow the ordinary and extraordinary counfellors of India. Thofe 
who refide at Batavia are alfo ufually prefidents of different boards or courts. Every 
counfellor of India has likewife the correfpondence with one of the out-fadories allotted 
to him ; the general himfelf has that of one or two fettlements, and no one is excufed, 
in this refped, but the diredor, on account of his multifarious other avocations. 

Although every member of the council lies under this obligation, there are but few 
of them who take the trouble of the cliarge upon themfelves ; moll of them caufe it 
to be effeded by perfons of a lower rank ; and the bell inftitutions are thus perverted 
by felfilhncfs and floth. 

When a counfellor of India, or his lady, enters a church, all the men ftand up, in 
the fame manner as for the governor general, but the women remain fitting. On 


* T his humiliating homage, as well as that paid to the Edelc hceren, or counfellors of India, as will be 
prefently noticed, arc equaHy required from forcig^ners. I'hcfe ceremonies arc generally complied with 
by the captains of Indiamen, and other trading fliips ; “ but,’’ fays Captain Caiteret, who ww at Ba« 
tavia, in 1768, having the honour to bear His Majefty’s commiflion, I did not think myfelf at liberty to 
pay to a Dutch governor any homage which is not paid to my own Sovereign : it is, however, conftantly 
required of the King’s officers ; and two or three days after my arrival, the landlord of the hotel where 
I lodg^ed told me, he had been ordered by the fhebandar to let me know that my carriage, as well as others, 
mull ftop if I fhould meet the governor, or any of the council ; but I defired him to acquaint the Ihebandar 
that I could not confent to perform any fuch ceremony ; a.id upon his intimating fomething about the 
black men with Iticks, who precede the approach of thefe great men, I told him that if any infult lliould 
be offered me, I knew how to defend myfelf, and would take care to be upon my guard : at the fame time 
^inting to my piftols, which happened to lie upon the table; upon this he went away and about three 
^uis afterwards returned, and told me he had orders from the governor to acquaint md’ that I mitrht 
do as I pleafed. Since that time, the Englifh officers have never been required to comply with this 
degrading cullorn; yet when they have been in an hired carriage, nothing has deterred the coachman 
dhte dea^E!"®TR^ alighting in honour of the Dutch grandee, but the moft peremptory menace of imine- 

in thefequeL'^Ti? govenunent in 1777, as appears 
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meeting one of them in a carriage, every body muft flop, rife up, and bow to them, and 
ftay till they are gone by. When they go out they have two llaves, who run before 
them with flicks, while other people are allowed but one. 

There are always two fecretaries of the government, who take down in writing all 
the propofitions or refolutions which have been difeufled in the council, and lay them 
before the governor-general, when the aflembly is broke up. He examines them, and 
gives dire^ions what is to be made into decrees, and what is only to be inferted in 
the journals for notification. The refolutions being then drawn up in writing, by 
the firft fecretary, they are again prefented to the governor, who makes fuch alterations 
in them a» he thinks fit ; and at the enfuing feflion of the council, they are read over, 
and approved. 

The falary of a counfellor of India is a thoufand rix-dollars per annum ; befidcs 
which he has fix hundred rix dollars for houfe rent, feven hundred for his trouble in 
figning difpatchcs, three hundred towards providing his table, together with a confi- 
derable allowance of provifions from the Company’s warehoufes. Takiug every thing 
together, he can reckon upon a yearly income of four thoufand rix-dollars, or nine thou- 
fand fix hundred gilders*. Befides the above, the firft fecretary has the emoluments at- 
tending the making out of the commifiions, which do not amount to a trifle, efpecially 
when many appointments of governors, ilirotfors, or commandants occur, who pay libe- 
rally for their commiflions ; fometimts giving fees to the amount of a thoufand rix-dollars. 
Yet none of them can favc any thing I'roin this income, which they amply want for their 
houfehold expences, forwhich rcafon they are generally favoured with the government or 
direfforfliip of an out-fettlement, after they have been three or four years in the council. 

The private fecretary of the governor-general is ufually pro noted to be fecretary 
to the council, upon a vacancy. 

Thirty-fix or forty dorks are daily employed in the fecrctary’s office, which is next 
to the government-houfe, in the caftle. 'I’hey have, for the moft part, the rank of 
junior merchants ; neverthekfs, they are iiot able to earn more than a bare fufiiciency 
to fubfift on. 

Juftice is adminiftered to the forvants of the Company by an aflembly having the 
appellation of council of jnfticc. 'J'his body is, by its coiiftitution, independent of the 
council of India ; but, as the members of which it con fifts have equally many wants 
and wiflics to be fulfilled, they likewife endeavour to be near the fountain head of 
promotion and advantage ; and, as well as all others, follow the inclinations of their 
fovereign ruler, in all cafes that are brought before them. 'J’hip council confifts of a 
prefiden*:: who ranks next to the junior counfellor of India, eight ordinary members, 
and two adjutors, taken from the Company’s forvants. I'heir falary is, as 1 was in- 
formed, no mtn'e than two thoufand two hundred rix-dollars ; which is fcarcely fuffi- 
cient for the fuppor! cf their cftablifliments : they are, befides, obliged to ferve the 
office of counkilor o!^ iafiJee for the fpace of ten years before they may be candidates 
for an/ other oifitw I’here arc two fifcals belonging to thjs couRcil, one of which 
bears the title of advocate-filcal, or attorney-general, but whole office relates only to 
the perfons in the Company’s fervice both by fca and by land. The other is ftyled the 
water-fifeal, and through whom all indictments relative to navigation are made. This 
was formerly one of the moft lucrative employments of all India, and it is ftill very 
aidy^tageous, though not fo much fo as before, bccaufe the private trade is nothing 
like fo flourilhing as it was in former times. The methods by which fortunes were 


About eight luindrcd and fevenly-fivc pounds fterling. Tr. 
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made in this office, will eafily be conceived by feafaring people. The fecretary of the 
council of juftice has the rank of merchant. 

The citizens and free merchants of Batavia, who are not in the Company’s fervice, 
are amenable to a feparate municipal court of judice, being what is called the board of 
fcheepens, or aldermen, who are eight in number, with a prehdent, who is a member of 
the council of India. 

To this court belong a fheriff for the matters which relate to the city, and a con- 
liable of the territory of Batavia ; both of which are very lucrative offices, and are 
never bellowed but on great favourites. 

The puniffiments inflided at Batavia are exceffively feverc, efpccially fueffias fall upon 
the Indians. Impalement is the enief and molt terrible. 

In the year 1769, I faw an execution of this kind, of a Macaffer Have, who had 
murdered his mailer ; which was done in the following manner. The criminal was 
led in the morning to the place of executic ., being the grafs-plat, which I have be- 
fore taken notice of, and ’aid mton his belly, being held by four men. The execu- 
tioner then made a tranfverfc incifion at the lower part of the body, as far as the os 
facrum; he then introduced the lharp point of the Ipike, which was about fix feet 
long, and made of polilhcd iron, into the wound, fo that it palled between the back- 
bone and the Ikin. Two num drove it forcibly up, along the fpine, while the execu- 
tioner held the end, and gave it a proper diredion, till it came out between the neck 
and Ihouldcrs. The lower end m as then put into a wooden poll, and rivetted fall ; 
and the fullcre’* w:is lifted up thus impaletl, and the poll lluckin the ground. At the 
top of the poll, about ten feet from the ground, there was a kind of little bench, upon 
which the body relied. 

The infenfibilily, or fortitude, of the milerablc fullercr was incredible. He did not 
utter the leall complaint, except when the Ipike v :t'. ' ivc'.ted into the pillar ; the ham- 
mering and lhaking occafioned by it, fcemed to be ii'iolerabk to him, and he then bel- 
lowed out for pain ; and like wife once again, when he v,;.s lifted up and let in the' 
ground. He I'at in this dreadful fituation, till death put an - nd to his torments, which 
fortunately happened the next day, about three o’clock in *he afternoon. He owed this 
fpeedy termination of his mifery to a light Ihower of rain, which continued for about 
an hour ; and he gave up the gholl half an hour afterwards. 

There have been inllance;> at Batavia of criminals who have bc' n impaled in the dry 
feafon, and have remained alive for eight or more days, withnui any food or drink, 
which is prevented to be given them, by a guard w!)o is fhuioned at the place of exe- 
cution, for that purpofe. One of the lurgoons of the cry . ; lured me, thsrt none of 
the parts immediately ncccflary to life are injured !n iinpaiement, which makes the 
punifliment the more cruel and intolerable ; but that as !oou as any water gets int;o the 
wound, it mortifies and occafions a gangrene, which direclly attacks the more noble 
parts, and brings on death almoll immediately. 

1 his milerable fufferer continually complained of imfuflerable thirll, winch is pe- 
culiarly incident to this terrible punilhment. The criminals arc expofed, during the 
whole day, to the burning rays of the fun, and are unccafingK tormented by numerous 
flinging infeds. • 

1 went to fee him again, about three hours before he died, and found him con- 
verfing with the by-flanders. He related to them the manner in which he had mur- 
dered hisgcmd mailer, and exprelled his repentance and abhorrence of the crime he 
had committed. 1 his he did with great compofure j yet an inftajttt afterwards, he 
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burft out in the bitterefl: complaints of unquenchable thirfl, and raved for drink, 
while no one was allowed to alleviate, by a fingle drop of water, the excruciating tor- 
ments he underwent. 


This kind of punifliment, notwithftanding its great cruelty, is aflerted by many to 
be of the highefi neceffity, in a country where a treacherous race of men, unreftrained 
by any moral principles from the perpetration oi the greatelt crimes, perform the 
daily menial and houfehold fervices of the Europeans. The llav^p that come from the 
illand of Celebes, and elpccially the llougiuefc, are guilty of the molt horrid murders : 
moll of thofe who run mucks belotig to that nation. 

Thcfe afts of indiferiminate murder, are called by us mucks, bccaufe the perpe- 
trators of them, during their frenzy, continually cry out, “ amok, amok,” W'hich 
fignifios, kill, kill. When, by the fwalKnving of much opium or by other means, 
they are raifed to a pitch of dcl'perato fury, tl.ey fally out with a knife, or other weapon 
in their hand, and kill, without di/linCtion of Ihx, rank, or ago, whoever they meet in 
the ftrccts of Batavia ; and proc<vd in this way, till they are either lliot dead, or 
taken prifoners. 'J heir intoxication continues till death ; they run in upon the arms 
oppofed to them, and often kill their opponents, even after they are themfclycs mor- 
tally woimd('d. 

In order, if polfiblc, to take them alive, the officers of jufticc are provided with a 
pole, ten or twelve feet in length, at the end of which there is a kind of fork made 
of two pieces of wood, three feet long, which are furniffied within with lharp iron 
fpikes ; this is held before the wretched objeci; of purfuit, who, in his frenzy, runs into 
it, and is thus taken prifoner. 

If he happen to be mortally wounded, he is immediately broken alive upon the 
wheel, without any form of trial, in the prefence of two or three of the counfcllors of 


jullicc. 

Many inftances of mucks occurred, during my rcfidence at Batavia ; they 
mcftly done in the evening *. 


were 

The 


* It is remarkable, tliat at Batavia, where the afiaflins jull now deferibed, when taken alive, arc broken 
on the wheel, with every aggravation of p'.ii.ifhiiient that the moll rigorous jiiHicc can inflidt, the mucks 
yet happen in great frequency j whilR at Bencoolcn, where they are exeeuled in the mod fmiple and ex- 
peditions manner, the oftcncc is extremely rare. Execllos of feverity in punilhment may deter men from 
deliberate and iiiterelled afts of villainy, but they only cxnfpcrate Hill further the atrocious eiithuiiufm 
of defperadoes. The Indian who run-, a muck is always firll driven to defperation by fome outrage, and 
always firft revenges himfclf upon thoG- wlui have done him wrong : they are generally Haves, who indeed 
arc moll fub'p ct to infults, and lealt able to obtain legal redrefs. It has been ufual to attribute mucks 
to the confe'quences of the ufeof opium ; hut the words of Mr. Stavorinus, who lays that they arc occa- 
lioned “ by the 1 wallowing of opium, or by oi her means,” feem to confirm the opinion cnterlaiiied by 
MaiTden, that tliis flioiild jirohably rank with till: many errors that mankind have been k’d into by tra- 
vellers addi ied to the marvellous. That tlicfc furious quarreL and fanguinary attacks do actually and fre- 
quently take place in fome parts of the call, cannot he controverted ; but it is not equally evident that they 
proceed from any intoxication cxc.pt that of their unruly pallions; and many mucks might upon ferutiny 
be found to he of the nature iii enc which Mr. Marfdcn particularises, of a Have, who probably never in- 
dulged in the ufe of opium in his life, a man of ftrong feelings, driven by excefs of injury to domeftic re- 
bellion ; or of tliai related in I.icutenant Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour, of a free inhabitant of Batavia, 
whofe brain was fired more by the maddening fury of jcaloufy, than by any adventitious intoxication. 
It is true that the Malays, when bent upon any daring eiiterprize, fortify themfelves with a little opium, 
in order to become infenfiblc to da. gcr ; as the people of another nation are laid to take a drain ; but it 
mutt be obferved, that the refolutioii for the aft precedes and is not the elFeft of the intoxication. They 
take the fame precaution, previous to being led to public execution ; but on tlicfe occafions, (hew greater 
figns of ttupidity tliaii of frenzy. Upon llie whole it may reafoiiahly be concluded, that the fanguinary 
acbievcincnts tor which the Malays have been famous, or infamous rather, arc more jullly derived from 
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The orphan-chamber at Batavia, ferves at the fame time for the whole of the Dutch 
poflfeffions in India. Every oiit-fa£l:ory has, it Is true, its oWh orphan-chamber, but 
they muft render account of their adminiftration, to that of the capital, and reiiiit the 
elFecIs which arc not claimed, or the heirs to which do not refide on the fpot. lhat of 
Batavia correfponds with the orphan-chambers of the different cities where the chambers 
of the Eaft India Company are eftablilhed *. 

The board coufi(ts,pf a prefident, who is a counfellor of India, and fix weefineefters, 
or regents, who are apjiointed by the council of India ^ with a fecretary, and a fworn 
clerk. The capital Hock, remaining in the hands of the orphan-chamber,' amounted 

in the year 1766 to /. 2,393,566 f. _ . ^ 

There arc fcvcral other courts, or boards, as the commiflioners of dikes and fluices, 
thofe of bankruptcies, a court of common pleas, a board of controul over marriages, 
and others. 

A fociety was efiabliflied at Batavia, during the government of Baron Van Imhof, 
for the opium-trade, which is lliJl in exiftence. 

The (lock of the fociety is divided into lhares of two thoufand rix-dollars each, on 
which the half has hitherto only been furnilhed, but the remainder may be required 
at any time. 

I’hc dividends arc unequal, yet very large, and the fliares arc fold at a high pre- 
mium; they, arc generally in the hands of the couiifellors of India. 

The management of this trade is entrulled to a direftor, who is a counfellor of India, 
two ading proprietors, a calhier, and a book keeper. 

Every chcfl of opium (lands the Company in two hundred and fifty, and foractimes 
in three hundred rix-dollars, and is delivered to the lociety for five hundred, and 
fometimes more. On the other hand, the Company is bound to fell this drug to no 
othcj’. Tlie retail of it produces large profits, as the fociety make eight or nine 
hundred rix-dollars, and more, of every cheft. The gain would be more confider- 
able, if this monopoly could be ftriftly enforced, for the whole quantity of opium, 
confumed in the eaftern parts of India ; but, notwithftanding the Company have in- 
terdicted this trade to their fervants, and efpccially to the feamen, upon pain of death, 
and have prohibited the itr.poriation into any of their poffefiions, by foreign nations, 
upon pain of confifeation of fliip and cargo, yet very great violations of tlicfe laws are 
daily pradlifcd in fecret on account of the important profit which this branch of trade 
affords ; by which the fociety is much injured, although on their part they do all they 
can, on the arrival of.lliips from the Ganges, to difeover if any contraband opium be 
on board : but thofe who engage in this illicit trade take too many precautions to run 
any danger of deteftion. I’he I'muggling trade which the Englifi^ carry on in this ar- 
ticle, in the eaftern iflands and by way of Malacca, is alfo extremely detrimental to 
the fociety. 


the natural ferocity of their tlifpofition, than from tlic qualiticB of any drug wiiatever. At Batavia, if aa 
olHccr take one of thefe amoks, or mohawks as they have been called by an cafy corruption, alive his 
reward is very confidcrable, but if he kill them nothing is added to his ufual pay ; yut fuch is the 
fury of their defperation, that three out x)f four are of necclfity dcllroyed in Ac attempt to fecurc 
them. Tr. ‘ 

^ * Weefleamers, or orphan-chambers, arc cftablifhmcnts which arc difperfed throughout the United Pro- 
vinces, for the adminiilration of the eftates of all who die iutellate, and the apportionment of them amon? 
the heirs. Tr. rr b 

■p About two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds ftcrling, Tr, 
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When any (hips arrive in the road of Batavia, from fuch places whence contraband 
goqds can be brought, two of the members of the council of juftice, with the watcr- 
fifcal, and the provoft-marflial, are difpatched the next day, in order to examine whe- 
ther any prohibited wares are on board j the examination however is only pcrfonally 
done by tne Iaft-named''officer, who reports the refult to the others. 

A chief of the marine, or port admiral, has been eftablilhed at Batavia fince the year 
1762. This office was filled by Mr. N. Houtingli, vice-admiral, of Holland, of the 
northern divifion. lie is in rank equal to a couufellor of India, but takes place after 
the junior counfellor. He has the fame privileges ; has equally the ftyle of Edele heer, 
and may be prefent at their ailemblics, but may not deliver his feniiments, except in 
matters relative to his department. 

His chief occupation confifls in fuperin tending the reparation of fliips ; in exa- 
mining the fliips’ journals ; in figning the failing orders, and the warrants tor delivery 
of ftorcs to the fliips j and further, in keeping all that relates to maritime affairs in due 
order. 

Upon this officer follows the commandant and upper comptroller of equipment, to 
whom the management of the Itores is confided. He has likewife the fuperiiuendance 
over the difeharging and loading of the fliips, the manning of them, and the furnith- 
ing them with provifions. This is alfo one of the moff lucrative, but at the fame time 
one of the moll troublefome, employments at Batavia. Since he has a head placed 
over him; however, the former quality has greatly decreafed, while the latter has re- 
mained in full force. He is affifted by a vice-commandant and under-comptroller of 
equipment, to whom he generally delegates the fuperintendance of the loailing and un- 
loading of the fliips, and who fupplies his place in cafes of ficknel's or abfencc. This 
gentleman has the rank of poft-captain. 

The Company have granted to thefe three officers, as an emolument, the privilege 
of ftiipping lonie tons of goods (contraband wares excepted) by every fliip that fails 
to India, according to the fizc of the vcflels ; and if a lliip’s captain do not buy up 
thefe goods of them, at a very high rate, he is hire to find very fcanty opportunities of 
difpofing of his own. 

riie conmianders of vcifels, with their lieutenants and mates, follow next in order ; 
the firfl; rank equal with merchants : when 1 was at Batavia, in 1770, there were thirty- 
nine of them who refided there or coimiianded country fliips. 

The whole of the land-forces of the Dutch in India are under the command of one 
head, who w'as formerly ftyled captain-major, but has now the tijlc of brigadier. In 
rank he follows upon the chief of the marine. He has two lieutenant-colonels under 
him; one of whom has the command of the military at Batavia, and the other at Cey- 
lon; there are befides fix majors, two of whom rellde at Ceylon, one on the Malabar 
coaft, one at the Cape of Good Hope, and two at Batavia ; one of thefe lalt is, at the 
fame little, chief of ihe artillery. 

There is a regiment of di agoons, which ferve as a body guard to the governor ge- 
neral. The infantry are divided into two battalions, and are c^uartered within and with- 
out the city. 

Befides thiife regular troops, two companies called pennifts are embodied, confiding 
in merchants, junior merchants, book-keepers, and aflldants. One company are called 
pennids of the cadlc, and the other pennilts of the city. I'he former are commanded 
by the fird fecretary of the government, and the latter by one of the fenior merchants 
of the cadle. They arc reviewed once a year by the governor general and the council ; 
and each company have a didincl uniform. 
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The other Company’s fervants are alfo formed into two companies, one confifting in 
the marines and others belonging to the admiralty wharf, with the commandant and 
upper comptroller of equipment at their head } the other of the workmen of the am- 
bagts kwartier, with the fabriek as their captain. 

Independently of thefe, all the free inhabitants, or citizens, al% likewife enrolled in 
two companies of horfe and of foot, which are commanded by a counfollor of India^ 
as colonel, and inoimtiguard every night at the town-hall. 

All the praditioners of furgery are fiibordinate to a chief, who has the controul 
over all the furgeons, and furgeon’s mates, as well on board of the Ihips as in the hof- 
pitals ; and who has the rank of fenior merchant. . 

It will not be unfuitabic in this place, to make fome mention of the dldindions of 
precedency and rank, which are lb minutely attended to in all the Company’s poffeflions 
in India, and which may, on no account, be neglcdcd ; more efpecially in all public 
companies and affemblies. Every individual is as Hill' and formal, and is as feelingly 
alive to every infrad.on of his privileges, in this refped, as if his happinefs or inileiy 
depended wholly upon the due obfcrvancc of them. Nothing is more particularly 
attended |o, at entertainments and in companies, by the mailer of the houfe, than the 
feating of every guell,,and drinking their healths in the exad order of precedency. 
The ladies are peculiarly prone to infill upon every prerogative attached to the ftation 
of their hufijands ; fome of them, if they conceive themfelves placed a jot lower than 
they are entitled to, will fit in fallen and proud filcncc for the whole time the enter- 
tainment lalls. It does not unfrequcntly happen, that two ladles of equal rank, meet- 
ing each other in their carriages, one will not give way to the other, though they 
may be forced to remain for hours in the ftrcct. Not long before I left Batavia, this 
happened between two clergymen’s v/ives, who chancing to meet in their carriages in a 
narrow place, neither would give way, but Hopped the paflage for full a quarter of an 
hour, during which time, they abided each other in the moll virulent manner, making 
ufe of the moll reproachful epithets, and whore and flave’s brat were bandied about 
without mercy : the mother of one of thefe ladies, it feems, had been a flave, and the 
other, as I was told, was not a little fufpefted of richly deferving the firft appellation : 
they, at lall, rode by one another, continuing their railing till they were out of fight ; 
but this occurrence was the occafion of an adlion, which was brought before the council,, 
and carried on with the greateft viiulence and perfeverance. 

To provide againfl thefe difputes on the fubjefl of precedency, the refpeclive ranks 
of all the Company’s ..fervants were afeertained by a reloliition of government, which, 
was renewed in 1764; and a regulation refpedting the pomp of funeral propeflions, 
was at the fame time added to it, which is Hill in force. 

Regulations were likewife introduced with refpebt to drefs, during the government 
of the governor-general Moflel ; by which perfons of a certain condition were alone 
allowed to wear embroidered dr laced clothes j but this is but little attend^ to at 
prefent, for almofl every one who choofes now goes drefled in this forbidden^ finery, 
and fumptuary laws foon grow into difufe here as well as in other places. Velvet coats 
are, however, not common, and they are abfolutely prohibited to be worn by any 
one under the rank of Icnior merchant *. 

When 

* which tiiefe regulations were eftablidicd, is compofed, together with a fiipplement, of a 

hundred and thirty^iie articles, and relates to all the Dutch fettlemcnts in India. It enters into the moll 
minute detail rcfpe -nng the carnages, horfes, chairs, fervants, drefs, &c. of the Company’s fervants, and 
txfaibits a ftrange pifture of mcaimefs and illiberalily in the midll o(|ffeaed grandeur. By the Sth article, 

little. 
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When their number is complete, there are twelve clergymen of the reformed reli- 
gion at Batavia, fix of whom preach in the Dutch, four in the Portuguefe, and two 
in the Malay languages j there arc likewifc three Lutheran niinifters, who preach 
in Dutch. 

Service is performed every Sunday in the above three languages ; in Dutch, at two 
churdies in the morning, but only at one in the afternoon. An eicamiriation of cate- 
chumens takes place every Wcdiiefday evening. So that upon the w^holc thefe 
reverend gentlemen need not complain, when their number is complete, of too fevere 
labour in the vineyard of the Lord. The morning fcrvice commences at half paft 
eight o’clock, and is generally over by ten, when the grcatefl liCat of the day begins 
to come on. 

Ecclefiaftical cllfputcs are never heard of Iicre. The Company’vS government, who 
arc extremely anxious to avoid every thing that could interrupt the public tranquillity, 
would loon terminate tlie quarrel, by the fummary argument of force ; an example 
whereof is to be met with in Valcnlyn. 

It is much to be wifhed, (liat upright and learned clergymen were alone font hither. 
Yet that this is not always the cafe, appears from a refolution taken by the government 
there in the year 1768, carncflly to requcfl that the all’embly of fevenleeii would d:f- 
paich foiuc niinifters of the gofpel, pofTefled of virtue and learning, to Batavia, with an 
augmentation of falarius and emoluments. Their falary was then one thoufand eight 
hundred gilders per annum, but with their allowainces for houfe-rent, board, ixc. they 
could reckon upon three thoufand *, which is certainly not enough to live upon at 
Batavia, with a famil) , and on an equal footing with the fenior merchants. 

Once in every year, or fometimes only once in two years, one of the clergymen of 
Batavia, goes upon a vifitation to the Company’s pofleflions on Sumatrans weft coaft. 


little cliaifcfi for children, drawn by the liand, nniH. not he gilt, or painted, but in the cxa£l proportion of 
tiie I’ank of the parents. By the 3 lit, it is ordained, tliat no one lower in rank than a merchant lhall 
Huike life of a paraloh or umbrella, in tlic neigiil)Oiirlu)od of the caille, except when it rains. Ladies, 
whofe hufbaiids are below the rankof counfcllors of India, may not wear at one time jewels of more in 
value than fix tlioufand rix-dollars ; wives of fenior mercliants are limited to four thoufand, others to three 
thoufand, and a tlioufand. Article 49th, permits ladies of tlic higher ranks to go abroad with throe female 
attendants, who may wear “ car rings of finglc middlc-fizcd diamonds, gold hair-pins, jietlicoats of cloth 
of gold, or filver, or of filk, jackets of gold or filvcr gauze, chains of gold, or of heads, and girdles of gold, 
but neither pearls, nor diamonds, nor any other kind of jewels in the hair.’’ Wives of fenior merchants 
may have two, and ladies in an inferior flaiion one maid, who may wear ‘‘ ear-rings of fmall diamonds, gc)ld 
hair-pins, ii'jacket of fine linen, and a chintz petticoat, but no gold or fdver Huffs or lilks, or any jewels, 
true or falfe pearls, or any other ornaments of gold.” By article 65, none but perfoiw of the higliclf rank 
arc allowed to have any trumpets, clarions, or drums among the mufic, with which it is cuflomary to enter- 
tain gueflfi during dinner, ’^riiere is a wife recommendation in the 83d article, to the officers of the Com- 
pany in Bengal, not to furpafs their prcdcccfTors in pomp of drefs or appearance, and cfpccially not the 
governors or chiefs of the other European fettlcments. Perhaps the iioth article is the moff curious of 
all. Ital]ow’6to the director at rat when he goes out in Hate, among other things, four fans, mado 
atcordir'g to the fafiiion of tlic country, with tlie feathers of birds of paradife, and cow-hair, with golden 
cafes and ha,, dies. It is in this fame of the council that the orders before noticed, refpeding the 
homage to be paid by every one on meeting the members <)f the government in their carriages, or when 
they enter the churches arc inferted. It likewifc fixes the duties to be paid upon all carriages, horfes, 5 cc. 
It is worthy of obfervation, that thofe upon carriages incrcafe downwards, from the higher to the lower 
ranks ; members of the government pay fifty rix-dollars per annum, captains of the military, merchants, &c. 
ICO, junior merchant^ 8tc. 125, book-keepers, 8 cc 180, citizens of no fpecial rank, and native inhabitants 
of confidiratioii 300, and the common natives 300 rixdollars, for keeping of carriages. Larger or fmallcr 
fines arif^the penalties attached to the infradion of almoH all thefe fumptuary rcgulationa. Where wealth 
and pride ftute, they are therefore of little avail to rcHrain an cxcefs 01 luxury, Tk. 

* Abdtet iyyl llcrling. Tr. 
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Some of them well know how to avail of fuch occafions, to the advantage of their 
pockets, by taking with them as much merchandize for fale as they can find room for 
in the flbip, by which they take their palTage. 

The coins current at Batavia are the following: the milled Dutch gold ducat, 
which is worth fix gilders and twelve ftivers: the Japan gold coupangs, of which the 
old go for twenty-four gilders, and the new for fourteen gilders and eight ftivers : the 
Spanifh dollar, or piafter, rifes and falls according to the quantity in circulation, or the 
degree of demand ; its value is generally between fixty three and fixty-fix ftivers : the 
milled filver ducatoon, which is the current coin of the Company, throughout their 
pofleflions, except on the continent of India ; its proportionate value according to the 
other coins is fixty-fix ftivers ; but in Indian money it goes for eighty, at Which rate 
it is current at Batavia ; at the Cape of (iood Hope it is worth feventy-tv/o, and at 
Cochin feVenty-five ftivers ; the uninilled ducatoon is two ftivers lofs at Batavia : the 
milled Batavia rupee called the iilver derhani dTava, wdiich was formerly coined at 
Batavia, is made good in the Company's books at twenty-four ftivers, and in circula- 
tion it is taken at thirty ; it is th* only rupee that g(x?s for fo much at Batavia, and is 
current at Amboyna, Banda, Tcrnate, Macaftar, and Malacca, at the fame rate, but 
on the coait of Malabar, it is eight per cent, lefs in value than the Surat rupee ; all 
other rupees generally go for twenly-fcven ftivers ; the Perfian rupees are the moft 
current ; there are alfo half and quarter rupees in circulation : the fmaller coins are 
Ikilllngs, dubbeltjcs, or two-penny-pieccs, and doits ; there are two 1‘orts of fidlHngs, 
the old, which are the fame as are current in Holland, go for fix ftivers, but the new, 
which are here called lhip-(killings, are worth fevea and a half : two-penny-picces, 
w'hich are old and worn, go for two ftivers, but the new fin* two ftivers and a half ; 
no other doits are taken in cliangc than thofr that are ftamped with the mark of the 
Baft India Company, and thefc are equal to a farthing in value : the rix-dollai\ which 
is the money iifed for accounts in private trade, is a coin, which is worth forty-eight 
ftivers, thus three new or milled ducatoons arc equal to five rix-dollars 

Moft merchants’ goods are calculated at Batavia by picols of one hundred and 
twenty-five pounds, Amfterdaiu weight f, and thefe arc fubdivided into a hundred 
cattis, each weigliing one pound and a quarter. 

Rice and other grain is ineafurcd by coyangs, which differ in weight. On the 
receipt of the rice by the Company at Java, they mult weigh three thoufand five hun- 
dred pounds. '1 hey arc (hipped to Batavia for three thoufand four hundred, and 
landed there for three thoufand three hundred, 'riie warehoul'e-keepcrs difpatch them 
for the out-fadorics for three thoufand two hundred, where they arc uuloadcn for three 


* The following is a table of the value in ftcrling moiK'y of the above coins, at the par exchange of /.ri 
per pound ; viz. 


The old Japan gold coupang 
The new ditto 
The* milled l)utch ducat 
The fdver milled ducatoon 
The unmillcd ditto 
The Spanifli dollar 


Tlie rix-dollar 
The Batavia rupee 
Other rupees, about 
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thoufand one hundred, and, finally, they are delivered for confurnption for three 
thoufand pounds at the out-fa£tories, namely^ thofe that receive their rice from Batavia, 
as Malacca, the Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon, Sumatra’s well coall, &c. thuS every 
coyang lofes five hundred pounds in weight *. 

Sugar is taken by CAnaflers of three picols, or three hundred and feventy-five 
pounds, neat, each : the grofs weight is about four hundred or four hundred and five 
pounds. 

The gaming i.^ a fmall rice meafurc, of thirteen pounds and a half in weight. 

Every bag of coffee, which is lliipped from Batavia to Holland, weighs two hun- 
dred and fifty-two, and a bale of cinnamon, eighty pounds. 

o 

CHAP. V. — Mode of Living of ihe Europeans at Batavia. — Women. — fheir early 
Marriages. — Complexion. — Temper. — Manner of Life. — Education of Children. 
— Bathing. — Exccjftvc Jcaloify of the Indian Ladies. — Cruelty to their Female 
Slaves. — Short WiJjzvhcods. — Their Drefs. — ;• Divcrfions. — Carriages. — T^orL 
mons. — Carts drawn by BuJJalocs. — Furiher Particulars of the Management of the 
Companfs Trade. — Senior Merchants of the CaJUe. — Adminijlraiors^ or Warehoufe- 
keepers. — CommiJJ'aries at the Ware hoi fcs. — Exportation cfGold and Silver to India. 

EUROPEANS, whether Dutch or of any other nation, and in whatever ftation ‘they 
are, live at Batavia nearly in the fame inanne»*. In the morning at five o’clock, or 
earlier, when the day breaks, thi'y get up. Many of them then go and fir at their 
doors ; but others Itay in the houfe, with nothing hut a light gown, in which they 
fleep, thrown over their naked limbs; they then broakfafl upon coffee or tea; after- 
wards they drefs, and go out to attend to the bufmefs they may have. Almoft all, 
who have any place or employment, muff be at their proper llation at or before eight 
o’clock, and they remain at work till eleven, or half pall. At twelve o’clock they 
dine ; take an afternoon’s nap till four, and attend to their bufmefs again till fix, or 
take a tour out of the city in a carriage. At iix o’clock they alfemble in companies, 
and play or converfc till nine, when they return home ; whoever choofes to flay to 
flipper is welcome ; and eleven o’clock is the iifual hour of retiring to reft. Convi- 
vial gaiety feems to reign among them, and yet it is linked with a kind of fufpicious 
referve, which pervades all flations and all companies, and is the confequcnce of an 
arbitrary and jealous government. The leafl word, that may be wrefted to an evil 
meaning, may bring on very ferious confcqueiiccs, if it reach the ears of the perfon 
who is aggrieved either in fact or imagination. 1 have heard many people aflert, that 
they wdUld not confide in their own brothers, in this country. 

No women are prefent at thefe affemblies, they have their own feparate com- 
panies. 

Married men neither give themfelves much concern about tlieir wives, nor fhew 
them much regard, I'hcy feldoni converfc with them, at leaft not on ufeful 
fubjcOfs, or fuch as concern fociety. After having been married for years, the ladies 

^ Tliii clofi' if-ncy is an allowance whic'li is made to the Company’s fervants who refpcAivcIy have the 
manageiiicnt Af the licc, for inflance, for every 3,^0 . received at Batavia, the warehoiirc-kcepers hre only 
bound to di liver 3,2 go,&:c. Out of this difference they muft make good all lofshy dull, Sic. and what they 
can keep over i^. a percpiifito to themfelves. Similar allowances are mad(* on moll of the goods in which the 
Company trade, and they are all very particularly fixed by arefolution of the council. 'They form a very 
material part of the income of the Company’s fervants; who, however, arc bound to fell again to the 
Company wliat they have gained in this way of all fpices, coffee, fallpctre, Japan copper, and tin ; the 
other articles they are allowed to dilpofc of as they plealc, Tr. 
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ar^ often therefore as ignorant of the world and of manners, as upon their wedding- 
day. it is not that they have no capacity to learn, but the men have nO inclination to 

The men generally go drelTed in the Dutch falhion, and often wear black,<» 

As foon as you enter a houfe, where you intend to ftop for an hour or more, you 
are dcfired by the mafter to make yourfelf comfortable by taking off fome of your 
clothes, &c. I'his is done by laying afide the fword, pulling off the coat and wig (for 
moft men wear wigis here), and fubftituling in the room of the laft, a little white 
night-cap, which is generally carried in the pocket for that purpofe. 

When they go out on foot they are attended by a Have, who carries funfliade 
(called here fambreel, or payang) over their heads ; but whoever is lower in rank 
than a junior merchant may not have a Have behind him, but mult carry a fmall fun- 
fhade himfelf. 

Moft of the white women, who are feen at Batavia, are born in the Indies. Thofe 
who come from I'lurope at a marriageable age, arc very few in number. I lhall there- 
fore confine my obfervations to the former. 

Thele are either the ofispring of European mothers, or of oriental female Haves, who 
having firft been miftrelfos to Europeans, have afterwards been married to them, and 
have been converted to Chriftianity, or at leaft have affumed the name of Chriftians. 

The children produced by thefe marriages, may be knowm to the third and fourth 
generation, efpccially by the eyes, which are much fmaller than in the unmixed pro- 
geny of Europeans. 

There are likewife children who are the offspring of Portuguefe, but thefe never 
become entirely white. 

Children born in the Indies, are nick-named Liplaps by the Europeans, although 
both parents may have come from Europe. 

(iirls are commonly marriageable at twelve or thirteen years of age, and fometimes 
younger. It feldom happens, if they are but tolerably handfome, have any money, 
or any to expcdl, or arc related to people in power, that they are unmarried after 
that age. 

As they marry while they are yet children, it may eafily be conceived, that they do , 
not poffefs thofe requifites which enable a woman to manage a family with propriety. 
There are many of them who can neither read nor write, nor poffefs any ideas of 
religion, of morality, or of focial intercourfe. 

Being married fo young, they feldom get many children, and are old women at 
thirty years of age. Women of fifty in Europe look younger and frelher, than thofe 
of thirty at Batavia. They are, in general, of a very delicate make, and of an extreme 
fair complexion ; but the tints of Vermillion which embellilh our northern ladies are 
wholly ablent from their checks ; the Ikin of the face and hands is of the moil deadly 
pale white. Beauties muft not be fought amongft them ; the handfomeft, whom I 
law would fcaredy be thought middling pretty in Europe. • 

Ihty hive very fupple joints, and can turn their fingers, hands, and arms, in al- 
moft every diredfion ; but this they have in common with the women in the Weft 
Indies, and in other tropical climates. * 

1 hey are commonly of a liftlefs and lazy temper ; but this ought chiefly to be 
aferibed to their education, and the number of Haves, of both fexes, that they always 
have to wait upon them. J - i 

They rife about half pall feven, or eight o’clock, in the morning. They fpend the 
VOL, XI. c c forenoon 
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forenoon in playing and toying with their female flaves, whom they are never without, 
and in laughing and talking with them, while a few moments afterwards they will 
have the poor creatures: whipped moll unmercifully for the mercll trifle. They loll, 
in a loofe and airy drefs, uj)on a Ibfa, or lit upon a low {tool, or upon the ground, 
with their legs croifed under them. In the mean time, they do not omit the chewing 
of pinang, or betel, with which cuftom all the Indian women arc infatuated : they 
likewife maflicatc the Java tobacco ; this makes their fpittle of a crimfon colour, and 
when they have done it long they get a black border along their lips, thcir|, teeth 
become black, and their mouths are very difagrecable, though it is pretended that this 
ufe purifies the mouth, and preferves from the tooth-ache. 

As the Indian women are really not deficient in powers of underftanding, they would 
become very ufcful members of fociety, endearing wives, and good mothers, if they 
Were but kcjU from familiarity with the flaves in their inflmey, and educated under the 
immediate eye of their parents, who IhouKl be afliduous to inculcate, in their tender 
minds, the jirinciples of true morality, and polilhed. manners. But alas ! the ;varcnis 
are far from taking fuch a burthenfome talk upon themlelves. As foon as tlie child 
is born, they abandon it to the care of a female flave, who generally furkles it. and 
by whom it is reared till it attains the age of nine or ten years. 'I'liefe nurfc's are often 
but one remove above a brute, in point of intelleid; and the ‘little ia!U)cenr.s imbibe 
with their milk all the prejudices and liipcrflitious notions which dilgrace the minds of 
their attendants, and which are never eradicated during the I’cinaindcr of their lives, 
but feem to /tamp them, rather with the chantcler of the progeny of defpicable flaves, 
than of a civilized race of beings. 

They are remarkably fond of bathing and ablutions, and they make ufe of a large tub 
for 'this purpofe, which holds tliree hoglluads of water, and iii wifich they immerge 
their whole body, at leaft tw'ice a week. Some of them do this, in the morning, in 
one of the running flrcaras out of the city. 

In common with mofl of the women in India they cherifli a moff excofllve jeaK^ufy 
of their hufbands, and of their female flaves. If they dil'cxivcr the fniallefl familiarity 
between them, they fet no bounds to their thirfl of revenge againll thefc poor bond!'- 
women, who in mod cafes have not dared to refill the will of their mailers, for fear 
of ill-treatment. 

They torture them in various ways ; they have them w'hipped with rods, and beat 
W’ith rattans, till they fink down before them, nearly exhaufted : among other methods 
of tormenting them, they make the poor girls fit before tliem in fuch a poflure that 
they cart piqch them with their toes in a certain fenfible part, which is the peculiar 
objeft of their vengeance, with fuch cruel ingenuity, that they faint away by the 
excefs of pain. 

1 fhall refrain from the recital of inftanccs, which I have heard of the mofl refined 
cruelty practifed upon thefc wretched victims of jealoufy, by Indian women, and which 
have b*ecn relaied to me by witnefles worthy of belief ; tliey, are too repugnant to 
every feeling of humanity, and furpafs the ufiial bounds of credibility. 

Having thus fatiated their anger upon their flaves, their next object is to take equal 
revenge upon their hulbands, which they do in a manner lefs cruel, and more pleafant 
to themfclve.s. 

'I’he wanuili of the climate, which influences flrongly upon their conflitutions, to- 
gether with the diffolute liv(;s of the men before marriage, are the caufes of much 
wantonnefs and diflipation among the women. 

1 Marriages 
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Marriages are always made at Batavia on Sundays, yet the bride never appears 
abroad before the following Wednefday evening, when fhe attends divine fervicc j to 
be fooner fecn in public would be a violation of the rules of decorum. 

As foon as a woman becomes a widow, and the body of her hufband is interred, 
which is generr.lly done the day after his dcccafc, if fhe be but rich fhe has immediately 
a number of fuitors. A certain lady, who loft her hufband while I was at Batavia, had 
in the fourth week of her widowhood a fourth lover, and at the end of three months 
fhe married again, aad would have done it fooner if the laws had allowed of it. 

Their drefs is very light and airy ; they have a piece of cotton cloth wrapped round 
the body, and faftened under the arms, next to the fkin ; over it they wear a fhift, a 
jacket, and a chintz petticoat ; which is all covered by a long gown, or kabay, as it is 
called, which hangs loofe ; the fleeves come down to the wrifts, where they are faftened 
clofc with fix or feven little gold or diamond buttons. When they go out in ftate, 
or to a company where tln^y e.xpecf the prefence of a lady of a counfellor of India, they 
put on a very fine muflin kabay, ‘which is made like the other, but hangs down to the 
feet, while the firft only reaches to the knees. When they invite each other, it is 
always with the condition of coming w'ith the long or the fhort kabay. They all go 
with their heads uncovered ; the hair, which is perfedly black, is worn in a wreath, 
faftened with gold and diamond hair-pins, which they call a condc* : in the front and 
on the fides of the head, it is ftroked fmooth, and rendered fhining by being anointed 
with cocoa-nut oil. They are particularly fet upon this head-drefs, and the girl who 
can drefs their hair the moft to their liking, is their chief favourite among their flaves. 
On Sundays they fomctiines drefs in the European ftyle. with ftays and other fafhion- 
ablc incumbrances, which however they do not like at all, being accuftomed to a drefs 
fo much loofer, and more pleafant, in this torrid clime. 

When a lady goes out, fhe has ufually four or more female Haves attending her, one 
of whom bears her betel-box. They are fumptuoufly adorned with gold and filver, 
and this ofteniatlous luxury the Indian ladies carry to a very great excels f. 

They feldom mix in company with the men, except at marriage-feafts. 

The title of My Lady is given exclufively to the wives of counfellors of India. 

’I’hc ladies arc very fond of riding through the ftrects of the town in their carriages, 
in the evening. Formerly, when Batavia was in a more flourifliing condition, they 
were accompanied by muficians : but this is little cuftoinary at prefent, no more than 
rowing through the canals that interfe(ft the town in little pleafurc boats; and the 
going upon thefe parties, which were equally enlightened by mufic, was called orang- 
bayen. • 

When I came to Batavia, there w'as a theatre there ; but it was given up before my 
departure. 

The coaches ufed at Batavia are fmall and light. No one is reftrained from keep- 
ing a carriage, but all are limited with refpeft to its decoration and painting. Thefe 
are fcrupuloufly fegulatcd according to the refpettive ranks. Glafs windows t(J coaches 


• The Englifli travellers, who have vifjtecl Batavia, have all admired the tafte of this head-drefs, wdiicli 
they have thought inexpreflibly elegant. When the latlics pay their evening vifits to each other, the wreath 
ot hair >s lurrouuded by a chaplet of flowers, in which the grateful fragrance of the nyrtanthes fambac, 
or Arabian jeflaininc, unites with the modell fweetnefs of the polianthes tuberofa, and is beautifully inter- 
mixed^with the golden liars of the mimiifops elengi. Xr. 

f See the note in the foregoing chapter relative to the fumptuary regulations introduced at Batavia, of 

which tins feems to be a notorious infraaion. Tr. 
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are alone allowed to the members of the government, who have alfo the privilege of 
painting or pildinir their carriages agreeable to their own tafte. 

It is ordained that a flave lliall run before every wheel-carriage, with a ftick in his 
hand, in order to give notice of its nearnefs, and prevent all accidents ; for the llreets 
not being paved, the approach of the carriage cannot be otherwife eafily perceived. 

A yearly tax is paid to the Company for keeping a carriage ; but nioft people hire 
one, at the rate of fixty rix-dollars a month, of the liceni'ed liable-keepers, by whom 
the duty is paid *. Counl’ellors of India, and a few others of the Company’s IJppcr 
fervants are exempted from it. 

Sedan chairs are not in ufe here. The ladies, however, fometimes employ a con- 
veyance that is fomewhat like them, and is called a norimon. This is a kind of box, 
narrower at the top than the bottom, and carried by a thick bamboo polw lafteiu’d 
over the top. They fit in it, with their legs crolled under them, and have then jult 
room enough to fit upright without being feen. 

The carts drawn by bullaloes, which ferve to convey goods inland^ are ol a very 
fimple and no lefs clumfy conltniction. A long pole which ferves for a Iie.im, go'.’s 
through an axle-tree, which turns two wheels, or rather round blocks like quoits, 
which are fawn out of the trunk of a thick tree, being about lour feet in diameter, and 
having a round hole in the center through which the end of the axle-tree is inferted. 
At the farther end of the beam there is a crofs piece of wood, of four or five feet in 
length, with four ftout pegs, which is laid upon the lliouklcrs of two buffaloes, in the 
manner of a yoke, fo that their necks fit between the pegs, and this ferves both to 
bear the weight of the ctirt and to drag it along. I'he carts themfelves are linall, and 
cannot carry a great weight ; they have a covering made of leaves to preferve the load 
from the rain. 

The trade of the Company, as we have before faid, is managed by the director- 
general. The burthenfome duty of his office, is greatly alleviated by two alfiflanrs, 
who are fenior merchants of the callle. 'Ibeir bufinefs coafiffs chiefly in I’uperintcnd- 
ing the houfing in the Company’s warehoufes of all goods which are brought to Ba- 
tavia by their lliips, and the delivery of them again ; all returns on this fco.re arc firlt 
made to them. The fenior of them has the fuperintendanee over all the goods that 
arrive, and the other over thole that are difpalched. Deliveries are made on warrants 
figned by one of them. All papers relative to trade, which are received front the oui- 
fadories, are examined by them, and they report their contents to the diredor. They 
are both likewife adminiftrators of the great treafury, but derive little emolument from 
it. Thetr office is one of the moll troublelbme of any in the Company’s civil fervice 
at Batavia, and is not equally lucrative in comparifon with others, to which lefs labour 
is attached, and whence much greater profits accrue ; yet it is an office of much con- 
fideration, as it gives the precedency before al! other fenior merchants. 

All merchandize is houfed in the Company’s repofitories, which are fituated partly 
in the city of Batavia, and partly on the ifland of Onrufl, under the diredion of adminif- 
tratbrs, or warehoufe-keepers, who muff render account of the fame. 

This branch of bufinefs is divided into feveral departments, each of which has two 
adminiflratoVs, two commiffaries, and a book keeper. Some of thefe adminiflratorfhips 
are very lucrative employments, efpecially that of the ifland Onrufl, on account of the 
large quantities of goods which are laid up there. A certain per centage is allowed to 

• Tlie annual tax paid by the liable keepers, is eighty lix-dollars if living within, and fifty if without, the 
city. On a fermer occafiun, the different ra.es of ihe duty on cariiagr.8 paid by diffcient perfons have 
been noticed. Tr. 
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all the adminiftrators, upon the whole of the goods which they deliver for waile, lofs in 
weight, and damage, when the delivery is effefted within a twelvemonth after the 
receipt ; but when the goods have lain more than a year in the warehoufes, the allow- 
ance is greater. 

The occupation of the commiflaries at the warehoufes is, to take care that the Com- 
pany fuffer no prejudice at the receipt or delivery of goods. They are obliged to be 
prefent at the weighing of every thing, and to be attentive to the accuracy of the 
weight ; an oath of fidelity in the difeharge of their duty is adminiftered to them annu* 
ally by the council of juftice. 

The quantity of goods font from Europe to India is inconfiderable, in comparlfou 
with thofe which are conveyed from one part of the Indies to another, or to Europe. 
The chief article of exportation to India is gold and filver, both bullion and coined 

CHAP. VI. — ^ JJ^ort Account of the OiitfaBorics. — Aniboyna. — Banda. — Tcrnaie. 
— Maca/J'er^ — Timor. — Bcnfermaffmy^. ~ Malacca. — The north-caji Coajl of Java. 

Coa/t of tioromandcl. - — Ceylon. — Bengal. — Surat. — Coajl of Malabar. — Wejl 
Coajl of Sumatra. — Bantam. — Takmbang. — Cheribon. ■ — Trade to Japan. — To 
China. — Abandonment of fcvcral Fadories^ and Tradingjylaccs. — Decay of the Com* 
pany^s Trade hi the I'Vc/l of India ^ cbicjly owing to the Preponderance of the E?igHjh . — 
Premiums to the Shipps Ci'cws that return from India. — Decay oj Batavia^ by the 
Dccrcaje of private Trade. — XJnhcalthinefs of the Place. — Adminijlraiion of the 
Province of Jaccatra. — Imports at Batavia. — The IJland of Onrujl. — Dc Kuiper. 
•— Parmer end. — Edam. 

THE Company’s pofTcllions in India, are diflinguiflied into thofe fituatcd to the 
caftward, and tliofe to the weflward of Batavia. To the eaftward, the government or 
province of Amboyna holds the firft rank; to it belong the neighbouring iflands, and 
part of the iflaiid of Ceram. The Company’s fervants appertaining to Amboyna, are 
in number about eight or nine hundred. 

The only article of trade produced here is cloves ; thefearc grown in fiich quantities, 
that the government at Batavia fometimes order a large number of clove-trees to be 
extirpated, and that no nure than a certain fixed number (hall be planted. 

Thus, by a refolution of the year 1768, they ordered that the propagation of the 
clove-trees Ihould ceafe till their number was reduced to five hundred and fifty thon- 
fand ; the number of trees both young and fruit-bearing was then fbven hundred and 
fifty-nine thoufand and forty. In the year 1770, an extraordinary fine crop produced 
upw'ards of two million two hundred thoufand pounds of cloves ; each pounS fcaixcly 
flands the Company in more than five ftiversf- 

Banda is the lecorid government to the eaftward. It confifts of fcveral fmall iflands |. 
The number of Europeans in garrifon or otherwife in the fervice of the Company there 
docs not much differ from that at Amboyna. 

It 

* The annual exportation of the precious metals to India, by the Dutch Ead India Company, has 
been calculated .at /. 6,ooo,oco, or nearly 550,000!. Tr. ^ 

f On Mr. Sravorinus^s fecund voyage he vifitcd Amboyna, and has there, in bookii. given a very copi- 
ous account of it. We refrain, therefore, from making any additions to his Ihort notice of it in this 
chapter ; and (hall only enlarge on thofe fettlements which he did not himfdf touch at, and of which he 
gives no further, or a very flight account, Tr. 

% The province of Bauda is about three or four weeks fail from Batavia ; it confids of fix fmall iflands, 
wluch lie cU'fe to each other; upon Neira, which is fituate in four degrees thirty minutes fouth latitude. 
Hands the chief fettlemcnt of the province : it has a fpacious and commodious harbour but very difficult 
to be entered ; fliips anchor under the cannon of two forts, called Bclgica and Naffau ; the fird {lands 

upon 
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It has little to fear from enemies, being as it >were fortified by nature, and almoft 
every where inacceffible, on account of its fteep fliorcs. The violent currents and nar- 
row paflages likewife make the navigation very dangerous *, The Company’s ihips 
are obliged to be warped in with the affi fiance of many boats. 

The produce confifts in nutmegs and mace ; the former hand the Company in about 
one and a quarter ftiver per pound, and the latter in about nine ftivers f. <-i'j 


upon an eminence, and commands the whole extent of the iflaiid and oFilie harhonr, as well as foi t NaCau ; 
it would hofArever at lead require a garrifon of four hundred men to be capable ot defence, and the* whole 
number ot military in all the iflamls Icarctly trer exceeds three hundred ; the next ifland is tiial L ni- 
ihoir, or Banda Proper, The rtiidcMicies of Wayer and Ccrieii are on this ifland, and it has a fort ai:d 
two or three redoubts: the third and fourth in importance arc I'lilow'ay and Pulo-run, upon the inll or 
which there is a fmall fort, and upon the other a redoubt, and lliefe four iflands arc tiie only places where 
the cultivation of the mitmeg-tree is allowed by the Company ; the other two are Ru/.ingin, on which 
there is a redoubt, and to this ifland the Company often banilh their flate-priiouers ; and Ginuing ;iph 
wdiich has a volcano, conttantly einiiling fmoke and often flames. 'I'o this gove*rnmcnt likewife bclo». ;; 
feveral other iflands in tlie neighbourhood, known by the appellations of the fouth eafle*rn and foiiih- 
vveflern iflts. Their inhabitants are in alliance wiih tlic Company, and furnifh a confiderable quantity (jf 
proviflons, confiliingof wild boars, flags, fca-cows, and other articles of food, which they harter at Ntir.i 
for piece-goods and other nccefTaries. I'hcir trade, however trifling, is of mucirbenefit to the inhabitants of 
Banda ; and it ia fnppofcd that the province would re.tp greater advantage from it, if the Company would 
allow Ncira to become a more commercial place ; but the fufpicioiis policy of the government lias alwa\ , 
beendirctled to prevent the frequency of communication with the fpice iflands, that as little opening migii : 
be left as polllble for the profeciuion of a ciandcfliiic trade, or fdr the knowledge of the fitualion, and 
ftate of defence of thefc pofllfllons. TI'r. 

♦ The eflahliflimcnt at the iflea of Banda confifted, in 1776 and 1777, of 55 perfons in civil employ- 
ments, 3 clergymen, 16 furgeons and afliflants, 35 bclongingto the uitillcry, 82 fcaincn and marine^ em- 
ployed on fliore, 2^3 foldiers, and 40 mechanics ; in all 5 14 Europeans, belidts2i of the natives iii the 
Company’s fervice ; yet the orders of the Company require that the garrifon here fhould amount to 70:- 
men. Bcfides the ufual falarieb, the Company allow their fervants at Banda ^ pei cent, on the file of 
goods imported, and 7 per cent, furplus weight on the nutmegs collcdUd ; of which emoluments be- 
long to the governor, to the fecond in command, and the reil is diflributed by fixed poriioiib among 
the other Company’s lervanta ; 6 per cent, is likewife allowed on the nutmegs, and 12 per ceiii. on liu 
mace fliippcd off, for lofs in weight by drying, crumliling. See, ; the profit accruing by which is J vided 
equally heiweeii the governor and the warehoufe- keepers ; the governor has likewife an allowance of 
y'.240, or about 22I. per mniilli, for table money. When the l.'.nglilh Admiral i^ainier took pofllUkm of 
the iflands of Amboyna and Banda, in Tebruary and March 179O, th j lirfl, and indeed the only article of 
the capitulation was, that ** tlic fenior and junior olUeers of the civil e.iablilhmcwt, the clergy, ihcmilitai ), 
and the marines fliould continue to receive their ufual pay.” Notwiihllaiiding the natural means of de- 
fence of thefc ifland^^ they fell an cafy prey to the Engliih ; no refillancc was made, either here or at Am- 
boyna, nor W'as there a fhot fired, or a man killed on cither fide. Tr. 

f This'is nearly conformable to the price*8 Rated by Abbe Raynal, w'ho fays that the Company jiaid nine 
Rivers per pound for tlie tnaee, and one and an eighth fur nutmegs ; but the fatt is, that the planicrs weic 
formerly obliged to furnifh all ilieir fpice to the Company upon pain of death for felling to any other, at 
14 pennings, or ^ of a River for the found nutmeg.s ; half as rtiuch for thofc which wcie worm-eaten ; 
8 Rivers 5-i pennings for the mace, and half as much ftir the dull of mace; but in the year 177S a violent 
hurricane having ruined mofl t;f iltc plantations, the price was advanced to 3 J flivers for the nutmegs, and 
20 liivcrS for the mace ; ih * eliarges of fliippiiig both articles arc about one ^gilder jvr cwl. ; and taking 
into calculation the per ceulagcs allowed on the weight, as before mentioned, the invoice value of each 
would be as follows : 

iicoolb. nutmegs, delivered by the planters. 

7clb. for 7 per cent, allowed upon the collcdlion 

93olb. paid to the planters, at 5* ft. per lb. /.162. 15 

561b. for 6 per cent- allowed upon the fhipment. 

8741b. neat. Charges of fliipping, y*,! , per cw’t. - 8. IJ 

8741b. nutmegs, therefore, ftood the Compauy in - 

or 1^1. 
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The third government is that of Ternate, to which the ifland of Tidore is fub* 
ordinate. The garrifon is computed to amount altogether to feven hundred men. 
Ternate is not a fubjeft of fo much foh'citudc as the iflands juft mentioned, for all 
the fpice-trees which it poflefled, are extirpated, and no others may Be plantedvin their 
Head *. 

. This 


or 15I. IIS. lod. ftcrliiig, being about 4 ,’, <1 per pound, 

icoolb. Ti'.ace, paid to tlic planters, at 10 ft. per lb. - /-JOO. 

i 2 olb. for 12 per cent, allowed upon the fiifpinent. 

% 88olb. neat. Charges of niipping,yli. per cwt. - 8. l6 

88olb. macc, therefore, lb,>od the Company in - y'.joS. i6 

01 46L 5s. fterling, being alioui 12 /,d. per pound. 

'riif real quantity of tliefc precious fpice;», produced in tlic Banda ides, has never been cxadlly known, 
'i'he laigell quantity of nutmeg, fold by I be Kali India Company in Holland, at one time, was 280,9641b. 
1:1 the yc.ir 1737 ; in 17 j6,vv.ts fold 2^1,^2711). ; and in 1778, 264.1^91!). ; the average has been taken at 
250,ooolb. auiiually, fold in Europe, ;t -5 {livers per pouml, belidcK about 100 ooolb. difpofed of in the 
Imlici?, ill no lefs a lale. Of mace, the average hdd in Europe has been 90,0001b. annually, at /.6 per 
pound, and io,00oll). in the Indies. Againll, however, the amazing prohlb accruing upon thefc articlea 
mull he coiilKiued, liie important cxpences ol (he elliiblifhmtnt at hianda. 'i hrec large (hips are difpatchcd 
thither every yt'.ir lioin Java vviili rice and other necelFarics. In the year IT79 the charges amounted to 
/.146,17c, and \hc revemicii pr(H ceding from the duties on imports, See. to /. 9350, leaving a furplua in the 
cliargt8of/.l36,820, oraboiit i2;44ol. llerliiig; aliliougli tlie able and iulelligent governorCeneralMoncI, in 
his plan of reform of the Company's alluirs in India, calculates that the revenues of Banda could be incrcafed 
to /.90,0C0, taking, at the fame time, the charges of the cltablilhmeni at / 155,000. by which the ultimate 
expenee would be reduced by one half. Thefc iflands, however, can never be expededto yield any advaii* 
lage befides that derived from the fpice trade, Entirely cut oil born all ilic other parts of India, and dc» 
prived of all commerce, fave the t'ifling baiteiing trade we have noticed with the indigent natives of the 
foulh-eallern and fouth-wcllern iflands, they are even dellituie of the means of fabfillcnce for their owm 
inhabitants, and mull be fupplied with every neceflary from without. Nature, who has lavlflily bellowed 
upon them ai tides of luxury aud fuperfluity, has denied thena thofe of iiulifpeniablc nectflity. Bdiida is 
likewife accounted a moll unhealthy place, tfpecialiy at the cliief fettlement of Neiia. borne attribute 
this circuinfir’uce to the iicighbourhoud of the volcano, in the iflAnd of Guming Api, and others to a 
dchtt rions quality in the water. 

W lien /Sdmircil Rainier took pofTefiion of Banda, he found in tiie treafury 6('',675 lixdollars, and in (lore 
84, 7771b. nutmegs, and 19,58710. mace. The Enghfli Eail India c-ompany fold 30,000lb. nuimcgs, 
and 25, ooolb. mace at their lalt Ipiing falc, which was the fiifl public fale in Enghind of thefc valuable 
articles. Tr. 

• Tlie province of Ternate includes the iflands of Ternate, Tdorc. IMotir, Macliian, and Bacltian ; which 
arc what aic iwopcrly tlie Moluccas ; they are the original places of growth of tlie finer fpiccs, and larger 
nutmegs are llill found in the woods of Ternate, than any that ate pioduced at Banda. On the ifland of 
Ternate, in one degree north latitude, is lituatc Fort Orange, which is the refidence of the governor. The 
Spaniards had a footing in tlie Moluccas as late as the year 1663, at which period they abandoned their 
cllabliflimcnt at Garnmalamma, which v/as formerly the refidence of the Kings of Ternate ; and the Duteix 
Eaft India Company provinjj the flrongcfl in their wars in 16G0, with the confederated Kings ofc the Mo* 
luccas, the King of Ternate became tributary to them, and the Kings of the other iflands were fo far ren- 
dtred dependent upon them, that, in the year 1778, upon fufpicion of their having fet fomc machinations 
on footagainfl the i-ompany, the two powerful Kings of Tidore and Bachlan were depofed, and fent in 
exile to Batavia, and their .thrones given to other Princes, upon condition of their becomiiig the vaflals of 
the Company. Some places, fltuated in the eallern part of the ifland Celebes, belong likewife to this govern- 
ment ; the chief of them are Gorontalo and Manado ; and, the objed of the Company in fettling there, is 
principally to furnifli provifions for Ternate, that part of Celebes being very fruitful in rice arid other 
ncceflaricB. They alfo yield a confidcrable quantity of gold, about 24,000 taels, of a dollar and a lialf in 

weigh i. 
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This province cofts more to the Company than any profits lhat accrue from it. It 
is, however, of great importance, to defend the Ypice-iflands, to which 4:ogether with 
five or fix other fmall iflands it ferves as a key. Thefe are properly the Molpcpa 
Wands.’ 

A few years ago the Englifh eftablifhed themfelves at a fmall ifland, not far diftant 
from Ternate, which is called Sullock, but they abandoned it agyn in 1766. 

I’he charges w'hich the Company incur at 'rernate amount to about one hundred 
and forty thoufand gilders per annum, and the profits on the goods which are confumed 
among the natives, to fixity or feventy thoufand 

This ifland fuffered greatly in the month of Augufl 1770 by earthquakes. More 
than fixty violent fhocks were felt in the fpace of four-and-twcnty hours, and the for- 
tifications were much injured. 

Macaffer is the fourth government ; it is fituated on the ifland of Celebes, part of 
which is under the dominion of the Company, while they are in alliance with mofl of 
the native fovereigns of the remainder. The eftablifhmeiit here is equal to thofe of the 
before-mentioned governments. There are fortreffes, which are difperfed over the 
ifland, to keep the natives in awe ; but the chief power of the Company confifts in 
the policy of fomenting the mutual jcaloufy of the Indian Princes, their allies, by which 
they are prevented from uniting, and are, in confequence, unable'to undertake any thing 
againft the Dutch. 

The profits of the Company amounted in the year 1755 to eighty thoufand, and their 
charges to one hundred and fifty-five thoufand gilders. 


weight, yearly, amounting, at 5I. per tael, to i20,oool. and tfculent birds* nclls, whicli are tllecmcd a 
great delicacy by the orientals, and efpecially by the v^liintre, in exchange for which the inhabitants take 
opium, Indoftan piece-goods, chiefly blue cloth, fine Bengal coflfaes and hummums, together with fume 
cutlery. Ternate docs not, in general, require any fupply of proviflons from Java as the ifles of Banda 
do. Some have given a.'> a reafon for tliis diflerence, that from the commencement of the dominion of the 
Dutch in the Molucca iflands, the lives of the inhabitants have been fpared ; whereas in Banda they were 
all exterminated under the pretence that they w'cre a perfidious nation upon whole engagements no depend* 
ance could be placed ; and now that the cultivation of the foil there has fallen into the hands of a mixture 
of Europeans and Indians, cither as proprietors or Icflees of the fpice plantations, they have not been able 
to attend to the propagation of rice or other articles of food. In 1776-1777 the cllablilhmcnt of Ternate 
confided of 59 perfons in civil employments, ^ in ecclcfiallical fituatious, 10 furgeons and afTiftants, 38 
belonging to the artiller}', 214 fcamen and marines employed on (hure, 456 fuldiers, and 67 mechanics, in 
all ^*47. In addition to liis falary the governor has a yearly allowance of /. 2,400, or about 220I. fterling^ 
for the expence of entertaining the native princes ; the governor and the fecond in command have 5 per 
cent, divided equally between them on the iale of all goods imported ; and i per cent, is allowed on the 
colled ion of gold, to be divided between the governor and the collc6for. Tr. 

* The Company pay a yearly fum of f-$Z, 2^0, 01 nearly 3000!. ilerling to the Kings of the MoluccaSf 
in confidcration of which they engage to deftroy all the fpice- trees, which arc difperfed through the woods 
of ihcir exienfive iflands, and detachmenis of Europeans are fent out from time to limc to fee that this 
extirpation be duly executed. The Company do not retain poflefiion of the Moluccas on account of their 
inlrinlic v?luc, but for politic.al leafons, in order to keep other nations from^ the neighbourhood of Am- 
boyna and Banda, to the fecurity of which the pofllflion of Ternate was fuppofed greatly to contribute. 
The expences of government at the Moluccas, were calculated by the governor General MofTel at 
.0 per anmiiT), and the revenues at 7.90,000 ; but|in I 779, after the revolution mentioned in a pre- 
ceding note, ih^' former were ^ound to amount to f* 2 zg,^o 6 ^ and the latter to /’i 14,997, leaving a deficit 
of /.1 14,409, or about 10,400!. lierling, which is a laige fum, when we confider tnat the mother-cooiitiy 
derivc^s no advantage from iliis fcttlement ; for the profits on the gold and birds* nefts beforementioned 
arc confumed in India, and fcarcely fuffice to make good the charge of fending a ihip thither, a$ is done 
every year from Batavia, with ftorea and necelTaries lot the government. Ta. 


Slaves 
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Slaves and rice are the chief objei9€jpf ^ffic here ; but the eftablilhmcnt is Ukc- 
wife confidered of great importance, for the fecurity of the Moluccas and the fpice- 
illands ‘ ’ *' ,, 

Upon the ifland of Timor, part of which belongs to the Portuguefe, and part to the 
Dutch, the Company have a fmall fettlement, the profits and expences of which are 
nearly equal f, * 

At Banjermafling, fituated on the fouth fide of the great ifland of Borneo, the 
charges and revenues are equally nearly upon a par. Its chief produft is pepper j. 

' Malacca 

• ^ 


♦ See the further ample account of the fettlement at Macaffer, in Mr. Stavon'nus’s Second Voyage. Ta, 
f Timor k an ifland lying in the direftion of north -eafl between eight degrees forty minutes and ten de- 
grees thirty minutes, fouth latitude ; the Dutch fettlement is at a fort called Coupang at the fouth-wcll 
part of it, in latitude ten degrees twelve minutes fouth, and in longitude, according to the Dutch charts, ore 
hundred and twenty-one degrees fifty-one minutes eafl, but according to Captain Bligh, in one hundred and 
twenty-four degrees forty-onc minutes eafl?. The chief of the fettlement has the rank of merchant, with an 
additional falary of y.2000, and the eflablifhment confided in 1776 1777 of ten perfons in civil, and two in 
ccclefiadical employments, two furgeons, five belonging to the artillery, eight marines, forty foldiers, and 
three mechanics, in all feventy Europeans. The north cad and fouth fides of the ifland belong to the 
Dutch, whofe governor has equally the controul over the neighbouring fmall iflandsof Rotti, Savu, and 
fome others, which are governed by their own native Princes, but who are dependent of the Company, and 
pay yearly acknowledgments of fmall value, confiding principally in wax, which is the chief article produced 
in their domains.' The Portuguefe have a fmall faftory, called Liffau, on the north fide of Timor. The 
charges of the Dutch edabliflimcnt here amounted in 1779 to and the receipts to y* 13,619. 

And upon the whole, they have been computed to be nearly upon a par. Timor furnifhes a number of 
Have*' for private ufe, wlio are of a pliant difpofition and temper, and arc much employed at Banda in the 
cuUivafion and preparation of nutmegs and macc. The Company likewife receive from Timor a confider- 
able quantity of fandal-wood, and bces-wax (though the former article is now fcarce), in exchange for 
piece-goods, on the fale of which five per cent, is allowed, in equal proportions, to the tw^o fird officers ^ 
the profits on tliis little trade are more than adequate to make good the charges of the fliip, which it 
annually difpatchcd from Batavia, for the purpofes of fetching tlum, and of carrying a cargo of ncccfftrics 
to the government. Tr. 

X The fadory at Banjermafling lies in three degrees fouth latitude. There is a fmall fort, w’bcre a junior 
merchant aa refident, with about tvrenty-five or thirty foldiers arc dalioncd. The ol)j»a of this cllahlifli- 
ment is chiefly the colltftioii or purchafe of the pepper and rougli diamonds produced in the country. 
Five per cent, on the pepper collected is alh wed to tlic rcfidtnt. The contra6f entered into w'ith tite King 
obliges him to deliver 6oo,oco pounds, at three flivers per pound ; and this is the only article which in- 
duces the Company to retain this pofltffion, for the profits on the rough diamonds, gold, wax, canes, and 

to make good the charges. The refpeftivc qualities of tlufe latter articles 
ate alfo fo inferior that the trade of the Company in them it. confined to a mere trifle. Tire circumjacent 
Indian nations, and ilie Chinefe, carry on a great trade with Borneo. The Englifli have fome eflablilh- 
ments on the north coafl of Borneo, but theii fettlement at Balamhangan was deftroyed in 17751 by the 
001008, and we know not whether it has been re-eflabhftied. They have endeavoured to rear the nutmeg at 
theft places. 1 hey fiicceedcd tolerably in the beginning, but either their plants have degeneratedf or 
they had not originally the genuine kind, for the nutmegs they now produce are much hfs in value than 
thole which arc grown at Banda, and are, in fact, what are calle'd wild nuimegs, bring of an oblong fliape 
and a IcIh fpicy nature than the true ones. • Banjermafling is of no importance to the Company as a fource 
ot rcveniu, for they do not polTcfs a foot of land without tluir fort, and arc obliged to be couftsuitly on 
their guard agaitifl fhe infidious attacks of the natives; though in 1769 an o cltr, which was made in 
1754, tor al captains of vefTels going thither, ‘‘ not to land all the enflr they had on boaid for the fadtorr 
rL"Tna;-!!!!’ \ thought fufficicntly ftrong totwiihftand any affault of 

the lnd,an, pe charge, of th,stftablift^^^ were, in .-779. / >2 o.i, about J.ool ftcHng. udneh 
thTfcanty*'i«de^°^' of conveying the pepper to Batavia, ate fcarcely coveted by the profits accruing oa 

Landak and buccadana are pofTeffions which the Dutch Company have obtained in Borneo, hv crant 
from the King of Pan, am. to whofe crown they were appendages, being provinces forZ^ conqS 

tr*a,rwfth the sSan^^^ with a„ adequate force ,0 take pofleffion of them and enter into a 

V • ^ ^ fucceeded, the Company fettled them. 

' ® “ felves 
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Malacca is the fifth government^ and great importance, for it commands 

the paflage through the ftraits of that name to the eaftern parts of Afia, as all fhips 
going to China, Tonquin, Siam, the Molucca, and Sunda ifiands, mull either pafs 
by here, or clfe through the ftraits of Sunda ; both which pafTages can be blocked up, 
by means of the Company's poffeffions. The whole eftablilhment at Malacca is com- 
puted to amount to five hundred men *. The revenues and chsttges of the govern- 
ment are each about one hundred thoufand gilders f. 

The fixth government in order is that of the North-eaft Coaft of Java ; the head of 
which generally refides at Samarang. The Company draw almoft all their rice ‘and 
timber from this province. ^ All the fea-ports along this coaft, as far as Cheribon, 
where chiefs or refidents are ftationed by the Company, belong to it. This is faid 
to be, at prefent the moft lucrative of all the governments in India 

Thefeventh is that of the coaft of Coromandel. Befides the head fettlement, Nega- 
patnam I|, all the Company’s other faftories along this coaft belong to it. Thefc are 

Sadrafpatnam, 


felves in a fmall fort, called Puntiana, fituated on a river of the name of I^ava. The cftablifbmcnt, as 
may be conceived, is not large, it remaining yet to be proved whether the commerce that may be carried 
on here, will anfwer the expencc. Between thirty and forty men arc garrifoned here ; and in 1779 the 
charges amounted to / 9726, about 884L and the profits which had then been made upon tlic fale of piece- 
goods, and other trifles, were no more than /.1764, about j6j1. but hopes have been entertained thatthefe 
places will in future be of great advantage to the Company, grounded upon tl»e various articles of trade 
which Borneo is known to produce, namely rough diamonds, camphor, benzoin, cancs, iron, copper, bc- 
zoar, fago, wax, bird’s nefts, gold, &c. Yet, taking into confideration the propenfity of the Borneans to 
theft, and to illicit trade, as well as that fevcral of the above prodndlions are not to be met with within 
twenty days* journey up the country, it may well be doubled whether any benefit can be fpeedily or ulti- 
mately derived from thefe fettlements. Tr, 

* In 1776-1777 the cftablifliment at Malacca confifted of 39 perfons in civil, and ^ in ccclcfiaftical em- 
ployments, 7 furgeons and afliflants, 16 belonging to the artillery, 129 fcamen and marines, 262 foldiers, 
and 43 mechanics, in all 499 Europeans. This city is fituated in three degrees ten minutes north lati- 
tude, and was taken from the Portuguefe by the Dutch in 1640, after a moft obftlnate defence. It is 
reprefented as a ftrong place. It was taken poffeflion of by the Englifli in Auguft 1795. 

-j* Governor Moftcl ftated the charges of this fettlement in his time at /. 102, coo, and the revenues at 
y.89,000 per annum ; in 1779, however, the former amounted to /.* 131235, and the latter to y', 162,520, 
leaving a balance in favour of the colony of /.49,285, or about 4480I. fttrling. This revenue proceeds 
from the duties laid on imports and exports, a great trade being cairied on here by the Indians, and free 
European merchants of all nations, and from the profits on the goods vended by the Company. Of the 
export-duty of 6 per cent, one fourth is allowed, as aperquilitc, to the Company’s fervants, of which the 
governor has 40 per cent., the fccond in command 15, and the reft h dillributcd, in dift'erent proportions, 
to the inferior officers. The governor has alfo an allowance of one gilder, about is, 9d. per picol, on 
all the tin collcded. A large quantity of this article, three or four hundred thoufand pounds weight, is 
purchafed licrc every year, at about per hundred pound, equal to about 568. fterling per hundred 
weight, which is generally difpofed of in Afia. In 1778, however, one hundred thoufand pounds was fold 
in Holland at /•40 per hundred pounds. This fettlement likewife yields fomc gold, areca, brimftone, and 
rofin, together with very good mafta, for the fmall veffcls which arc built at Rembang and at the ifland 
OnrulV. Upon all thefe the profits arc not inconfidcrable, as the whole of tbefe articles arc in great requeft 
throughout the Indies. The commiffioners for the trade on both fidcs of the Hrait have five per cent, on 
all puichafcs and Tales, ^nd one per cent, on the gold they colle6t, out of which they muft defray their 
own travcllii]g expences. The territorial extent of this government is not very great ; it is connned to 
the city of Malacca, and the neighbouring fmall province of Pera, where the Company have a fort for 
proredling the collcdion of the tin, which is dug there. In 1783 Rio, or Riow, fituated near Malacca, 
refort of a notorious nefl of fmugglers, was fubdued by Commodore Van Braatn, and has 
finw fieco added to the jurifdi^tion of Malacca. Tr. 

refer the reader to the fecond voyage of Mr, Stavorinus, for particulars refpefting the Dutch 
{UlSf iTfents along the north-eaft coaft of Java. Tr. 

II Kegapatnam is a ftrong fortrefs and walled town in the kingdom of Tanjore, and eleven degrees /lorth 
latitude. It was formerly the chief fettlement of the Dutch on this coaft, and coll them much money in 

maintaining 
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Sadrafpatfiairt5 Palicol, Jagernakpou|:am, and Bemelipatnam The articles of trade 
which it fumiflies, are all forts or cotton f^ce-goOds. 

Ceylop^ is ihe eighth government, to which likewife belongs Madura, fituate on the 
oppofite fhore t* ; 

This 


maintaining the garrifon and fortifications. In the war of 1780, it was however taken hj the Englifli, 
and ceded to them by the treaty ’tjf peace in 1783. The ftatements adduced below, both of thcellablifli- 
meht on the coaft, and of the revenues and expences, are taken from dates preceding thii event ; none 
fubfequent to it have been attainable ; nor has it been poffible to afeertain the fpecific proj^km of Nc- 

f apatnara in cither: fo that greater uncertainty rauft prevail on this fubjedt than in any of our other id- 
iiions- *]^R. 

• Our author here omits the fettlemcnt of Palliacatta, where the Dutch cftabhlhed thcmliavei as early 
as 1609, when they built a fquare fort, called Geldria, and whither, fince the lofs of Ncgapttnam, the 
chief government of their fettlements on the coall has been tranfpofed. The fort is in thirteen degrees 
thirty minutes north latitude, the cityavhich adjoins to it lies in the dominions of the I 9 ab 6 b of Arcot. 
The trade here, and indeed all along the Coromandel coaft, in arrack, fugar, Japan copper, fpices, and 
other articles, brought from Batavia, is very brifle. Sadrafpatnam is a town eq^ually in the dominionj of 
the Nabob of Arcot, from wdiom the Company have farmed it ; they have a fortified lodge here, and have 
frequented this place fince J 647 : it lies in twelve degrees forty minutes north* Palicol is a village belong- 
ing to the Company, in lixteen degrees forty minutes north, and in the country of Narfcporc ; together 
with the two following places, it is fituated in the kingdom of Golconda. Jagemakpouram, lies in feven- 
tecn degrees t\ycnty minutes north : the territory upon which it Hands, together with the faSory at 
Daatijerom, and two villages near it, which are ufed for the bleaching of calicoes and other piece*goods, 
arc the property of the Company ; the fadory is defended by ramparts of earth* Bemelipatnam, the 
north latitude of which is nearly eighteen degrees, is a place which the Company hold in farm ; they have 
a new fort here, and the road before it, as well as that at Jagemakpouram, is pra6licable from December 
to September* The Dutch Company likewife carry on a confiderable trade at Mafulipatnam, and they 
have a rcfidcnt at Porto Novo, which is under the Nabob of Arcot for the purchafe of cottons, on which 
they pay an export duty of one per cent* In 1776-1777, their eftablifliment on the coaft of Coromandel 
confifted of one clioufand one hundred and feventy-five Europeans ; namely, one hundred and fort^’^two 
in civil, and nine in eccltfiallical employments ; fourteen fur^eons and afiiftants ; feventy-nine belonging to 
the artillery ; one hundred and eighty-four feamen and marines, employed on Ihorc ; feven hundred and 
thirty-fix foldiers, and eleven mechanics, befides one hundred and thirty-feven natives* The revenues and 
the profits on the merchandize difpofed of, amounted in 1779, for all thefc fettlements, Negapatnam in- 
cluded, to /.42 7, 131, and the charges to The intelligent Moflcl, who was particularly ac- 

quainted with the local circumftanccs of this coaft, as he was five years governor of the Company’s Coro- 
mandel fettlements, calculated that the former might be made to amount to /. 5 20,000, and the latter re- 
duced 10/260,000. One or two fhips arc annually difpatchcd direft to Europe, with piece-goods, and 
caliatour-wood, the reft go firft to Batavia* The value of the piece-goods fold in 1778 in Holland, was 
/.2,ooo,ooo, about i8i,8i8l. flcrling; and of caliatour-wood 200, oco pounds were fold at /.20 per 100 

J )ound8. It is computed that twenty-five per cent, is gained on both articles. The whole of the Dutch 
ctllements on this coaft arc now in poffeffion of thcEnglifti* Tr. • 

t Ceylon lies between fix degrees and nine and a half degrees north. The ftrugglcs between the Dutch 
and Portuguefc for this ifland lafted from 1638 to 1655, in which laft year the latter were entirely driven 
from it, by the lofs of Colombo. This place, which is well fortified, is the chief fettlement, and the re- 
fidcnce of the governor ; it it fituated on the weft fide of the ifland, and at the broadeft part of it. Candy, 
the metropolis of the ifland, and the feat of the emperor, lies about fixteen Dutch miles inland from 
Colombo j it was tnken in 1764 by the Dutch, but reftored to the emperor by the fubfequtnt peace. 
The diftrid of Colombo extends about twenty leagues in length, and eight in breadth 5 it abounds in cin- 
namon groves and lice fields, black cattle and poultry, and is very populous.^ There is a feminarium at 
Colombo, for the propagation of the Chriftian religion ; and it is computed, that there arc three hundred 
ihouwnd native Chnflwns in Ceylon. The road of Colombo is unlafe, and only pra^icable for a few 
months in the year* ^ Five leagues north of Colombo is Negombo, a fortrefs of lefs confidcration. but the 
cinnamon pr^uced in its diftrid is the baft of the ifland ; it likewife yields a large quantity of coir for 
cordage. Jaffnapatnara is a place of confcqiicnce, ftrongly fortified, lying oppofite to and not far from the 
^ntincnt of Indoflan; it is the capital of what was formerly a kingdom, nearly fixty leagues in circum- 
ference i elephants form the only objed of trade of this country for the Compahy 5 this, however, yields 
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The Company's pofleffions on the coafl: of Malabar are under a commandant. The 
chief produce is pepper, which is efteemed the beft of all India *. 

From the weft coaft of Sumatra are brought gold, camphor, and pepper f. 

Bantam is a commandcry from which the Company draw the greateft quantity of 
pepper. 

On the inner, or eaftern coaft of Sumatra, they have a fettlement at Palembang, 
whence they receive pepper and tin J. 

Moft 

* Mr. Stavorinus enlarges refpefting Bengal, in the next book ; refpefting Surat in the ad and 3d 
books of his fecond voyage ; and refpeftiog the coaft of Malabar, in the 1 3th and 14th chapters of the 
4th book. Tr. 

Befides Lampon9 which has been mentioned among the dependencies of Bantam, the, Dutch have a 
fettlement at Padang, on the weft coaft of Sumatra, to which the fadorics at Pulo Chinco, Priamam, and 
Adgerhadja are fubordinatc. At Padang there is a fort, with a garrifon of fifty or fixty men, and the 
chief of the fettlement has the rank of merchant. Some pepper, camphor, and benzoin are furniftied 
from this coaft, but ever fincc the eftabliftiment of the Englifh fettJement at Bencoolen in this neighbour- 
hood, the Dutch complain that pepper is procured in very fmall quantities ; they, however, likewife col- 
lect and expoit annually to Batavia, about two thoufand five hundred tials of ^old, the quantity never 
exceeds three thoufand tials, nor falls (hort of two ; a tial is twenty-fix pennyweights twelve grains ; the 
purchafe price is high, being nearly 3I. 5s. ftcrling, per ounce. There is a vein of gold which runs clofc 
to Padang, and fome years ago it was worked, but not finding returns adequate to the expence, the Com- 
pany let it to farm, and, in a few years, it fell into fuch low repute as to be difpofed of at a rent of two 
Spanifti dollars, by public auAion. In 1779 the books of Padang (hewed a balance in favour of the 
cftablifhment of /. 20,902 1 about 1900I. fterling, the charges being /.^ 3,675, and on the other hand, the 
profits accruing on the fale of piece-goods, fait, &c. /•74»577 ; which is fumcient to defray the expence of 
fending a (hip thither annually from Batavia, with neceffaries for the fettlement. Padang and Its depen- 
dencies arc, at prefent, in the hands of the Englifti. The whole cftablifhmcnt of the Dutch on the weft 
coaft of Sumatra, including Lampon, was, in 1776-1777, thirt^r perfons in civil employments, five fur- 
geons and afliftants, two belonging to the artillery, thirteen marines, one hundred and four foldiers, and 
twenty- one mechanics ; in all, one hundred and fcveniy-five Europeans, befides nincty-feven natives in the 
fcrvice of the Company. Tr. 

t Palembang lies about ten or twelve days fail from Batavia. The dominions of the King of Palem- 
bang are exteufive ; they reach as far as the hills of Lampon to the fouthward, and comprehend the 
ifland of Banca, which lies oppofite to the river of Palembang, This ifland is celebrated throughout Afia for 
the fame caufe, its tin- mines, to which England owed its celebrity in Europe, in very ancient times, before 
its arts and arms had fpread its fame around the globe. The tin-mines in Banca, which were firft dtf- 
covered in 1710 or 1711, have yielded immenfe quantities of ore, and appear inexhauilible. There arc 
feven chief places where it is dug, which are under the direction of Chinefe managers, who provide and 
pay for the labour of the miners, who are alfo, in general, oi that nation. The tin is delivered by thefe 
chiefs to the King of Palembang, for five rix-dollars per one hundred and twenty-five pounds, and by him 
to the Dutch for fifteen rix-dollars, equal to about 58s. ftcrling per hundred weight Englifh. The Com- 
pany do not, however, always take all that Is brought ; for in 1770 the government at Batavia refolved, 

not to‘l'eceive more than twenty-five thoufand picols of one hundred and twenty-five pounds each, from 
Palembang every year, and as 50CO picols more had been delivered that year, no more than twenty thou- 
fand fhould be accepted in the next, of which due notice fhould be given to the King.*' And yet the 
Dutch endeavour to prevent the tin from being difpofed of to any others, and keep vefTels continually 
cruifing along tlie (horcs to prevent the fmuggling of it 3 but their vigilance is eluded, and the commerce 
is largely participated by private adventurers. Raynal and others ftatc the quantity of tin received by 
the Dutch Company at t\vo million pounds ; but from the above it appear^-) that they take at leaft three 
million pounds. But very little of it comes to Europe ; in 1778, feven hundred thoufand pounds were 
fold in Holland at / 42 per hundred pounds ; the greateft part goes to the China market, where it Is pre- 
ferred to European tin, and the profit upon it is fuppofed by a late intelligent traveller. Sir George Staun- 
ton, not to be lefs any year than 150,000!. fterling, though, by the Dutch account of their China trade, 
which is given a little farther on, this Teems to be an extravagant computation. The King is under ftrift 
engagements to the Dutch, to allow them an exclufive trade throughout his dominions, and to deliver all 
the tin and pepper produced in them at Batavia, fending them thither in his own (hips, and at his awn 
expence. I'he quantity of pepper brought annually from Palembang is about two million pounds, which 
is purebafed at the rate of two ftivers per pound. The Company likewife take about one thoufand carats 
of rough diamonds, aod a confiderablc quantity of canes and rattans. Very few goods are given in ex- 
change 
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Moft of the coffee fold by the Company is brought from their fettlemeijit at Cheri- 

boninJava. . ^ ..^.1-1- 

One of their moft advantageous branches of commerce is that which they carry on 
to Japan ; they fend one or two ftiips thither every year, and are admitted to trade 
there*^exclufively of all other nations, the Chinefe alone excepted. 

A fmall ifland called Decima, in the harbour of Nangafakki, has been ceded to them j 
and the merchandife they import is landed and hOufed there *, 

This trade is confided to a chief, who is feat oat from Batavia every two years. 

The charges of this eftablifliment amount to full one hundred thoufand gildens 
every year ; the half of which is the value of the annual prefents to the Eipperor of 

Japan t* . , _ 

The principal articles that are Ihipped to Japan are tortoife-fliells, Baros camphor 

from Sumatra and Borneo, Dutch woollens, and fugar j in return for which we receive 
Japan camphor, .copper, china, and lacquered ware J. 

The trade to China generally employs four Ihips every year ; thefe are difpatched 
direftly from Holland, and only touch at Batavia, in going out, in order to take in a 
cargo of Banca tin, which is difpofed of to much advantage in China : but when they 
return to Europe they^only anchor at North Ifland, not far from the ftraits of Sunda, 


change for thefe articles, and a large fum in fpccie is yearly required to balance with the King. In 1779 
the profit on the few things difpofed of at Palambang amounted only to /, 2 g 22 , and the charges of the 
fettlement were /.49J677, making it Hand the Company for one year in /45,7<;5, orabout 4160K ftcrling. 
In 1771 they rebuilt their old ruinous fort, in a pentagonal form, and the coft of the new one was com- 
puted to be /8 o, 540, about 7322I ftcrling. The eftablifliment here confifled, in 1776-1777, of one 
hundred and fifteen Europeans, viz. fix in their civil fcrvice, one clergyman, two furgeons, fixty-one fea- 
men and marines, twenty-nine foldiers, and fixtccn mechanics. Tr. 

* Decima is fituated in forty-two degrees north latitude. The voyage from Batavia to Japan generally 
lafts about thirty days. The navigation is very dangerous, and the Dutch have, for the laft hundred years, 
loft one cut of every five fliips that go thither. For an account of the exceflive jcaloufy and fufpicion of 
the japanefe, and their treatment both of the Dutch and of the Chinefe, as well as of numerous other parti- 
culars relative to Japan, and before little known in Europe, the reader cannot be better referred than to the 
ample and curious relations to be found in the third and fourth volumes of Dr. Thunberg's Travels. Tr* 
f The Company have only about ten or twelve of their fervants refidcnt in Japan. The charges 
amounted, in I779» to the greateft part whereof confifts, as above, of prefents to the Emperor, 
and the expences of the journey undertaken yearly to Jedo, for the offering of them ; on the other hand, 
the profits arifing from the fale of goods were/. 106,802,^ leaving a furplus of full /.io,coc), or nearly 
locol. ftcrling ; fo that nothing remains to be deducted from the profits on the returns (for which fee the 
next note) but the expences of the fliips fent, and the calculated lofs, as before mentioned, of one vcflel 
in five. Tr. 


The two fliips which go yearly to Japan, ufually take the value of /.5bo,ooo, about 45,450!. in 
fugar, fapan-wood, elephants^ teeth, tortoifc-flicll, camphor, tin, lead, quickfilver, chintzes, cottons, Dutch 
woollens, vcrniillion, wax, cloves, nutmegs, pepper, China root, and fome filver in ducatoons. Their 
returns confift, for the greateft part, in Japan copper, which is in fmall bars ol about fix inches long, and 
about one third of a^ pound in weight ; of thefe they receive eight or nine thoufand boxes, each containing 
one hundred and twcniy.fiveipDunds, which they pay at the rate of f ^ i per box, and difpofe of it ill Bengal 
at Surat, and on the coafts of Coromandel and Malabar, for /.90, and /.91 : they likcwifc take about fifty 
thoufand pounds of Japan camphor, two.fiftns of which is retailed in India, and the reft comes to Europe • 
and alfo a trifling amount in foy, china, lacquered ware, and large filk night-gowns. • * - 



^ - (the horn of the monodtm monQceroi)^ 

filks, filk mght-gowns, china, lacquered ware, fans, and fine rice. Tr: 
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to j'n ^ter, without touching at Batavia. The rime when they fet fail from 
Batavia for China is generally about the beginning of July *. 

The Company ufed formerly to trade to Cochin-China, Tonquin, Siam, Pegu, 
Aracan, Pcrfia, and Mocha j but they have now abandoned all commerce with theft 
places. Their connexions are, at prefent, limited to thofe I have before fliortly no- 
ticed : and among thefe there are feveral which, in my opinion, are more prejudicial 
than advantageous to the Company, efpecially thofe in the weft of India j which muft 
be aferibed to a change of times, and of circumftances. 

When the Company eftabliihed their commerce in thofe parts, their rivals were 
very incqnfiderable ; the Englifli were not a match for them, and the Indian Princes 
traded rather with the Dutch than with their neighbours. But this is now entirely 
altered. 

The Englilh, who did not then come into any confideration, are now as ftrong, and 
perhaps ftronger, in the weft of India, than the Dutch Company are in the caft. I'hey 
have preferibed laws to the Emperor of Indoftan, apd are, in confcquence, inafters of 
the whole trade of his dominions, efpecially at Surat and in Bengal, where the Com- 
pany ufed to make important profits, both by the goods which they imported, and thofe 
which they exported. 

If the fea rifle, the Ihips' charges, and the intereft of the hioney employed, were 
accurately computed, their prefent gains would, perhaps, be found to be extremely 
trilling. 


* I’hc Dutch fa£lory at CantOT» is not, like all their other fcttlcmcnts and places of trade in India, 
fubordinatc to the government at Batavia, but has, for upwards of forty yeais, been under the manage* 
snentofa fpecial committee of dirediort* in Holland; yet every thing relaiivc to it, is communicared to 
and tranfaded in concert with the government at Batavia. The cargoes of the f^ouroi five (hips wliich the 
Dutch fend annually to China amount in value to y.2, 400,00'^, or y*.c,500, :oc, about i25,cool fterling, 
one half of which confilLs in li'vtr, either in bars or Spani/h d«>)lars, and the other half in tin, lead, 
pepper, cloves, and nutmegs, upon which articles a pront of at Itaft; f 66 o,LOo, about 60,' 0-1* ftcrling is 
tnade* For the above capil«^l ilie Company's agents purchafe between tour and five million pounds of 
tea, of all forts, and a quantity of filkb, nankeens, china, turmeric, Wt rubj''in a IKl of ihc quaniities 
of tea exported in Dutch (hips from China, for the twenty years between 1 776 and 1 795 : 


Years. 


Ships. 

I’oudJs of Tea. 

1776 . 

• 

5 

• • 4 > 923 > 700 * 

1777 


4 

4,856,500. 

1778 


4 

4,695,700. 

1779 


4 

• • 4 >Sy 3 ''oo. 

1780 


4 

. . 4,687,800. 

178. 


4 

• • 4 > 957 » 6 oo, 


17827 


1783 J* none, on account of the war, 
1784J 


1785 

4 

5,334,000. 

1786 

4 

4,458,800. 

1787 

5 

5,943,200. 

1788 

5 

5 » 794 » 9 ^o- 

1789 

4 

4,179.600. 

1790 

5 

5,106,900. 

1791 

3 

1,328,500. 

1792 

2 

2,051,330. 

»793 

3 

2,938,530. 

*794 

2 

2,417,200. 

ms 

4 

4, c 96,8 co « 


Tr. 


Not 
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Not only the Engli/h but alraofl all the naval powers of Europe have, at prefent, 
Ihips trading to the Indies, and eftablifliments of more or lefs confequence in the 
weftem parts. 

The trade in piece-goods which, in former times, produced fuch confiderablc benefit 
to the Company, is now alraoft entirely in the hands of the Engliihj at leaft they are 
very detrimental to the portion of it thdt ftill remains with us, by their competition 
for purchafes. 

I flnll not fay any thing of the honefty and fidelity of the Company’s chiefs at their 
out-fafiorics, that is out of the line I propofe following ; when I was in Bengal, I had 
an opportunity of obferving fome inftances, not very confonant with the above virtues ; 
and it is not many years ago that the Company had proofs of the like, in the government 
of the Coromandel coaft. 

On the other hand, the number of officers, and their appointments, remain the 
fame ; and a numerous body of ufelefs placemen, and too many military, are maintained 
by the Company. 

If the trade in Bengal, at Surat, and on the coafl: of Coromandel were reduced to 
the fame regulations as that of China and Japan ; and if, inftead of expenfive fortifica- 
tions, trading-houfes, or factories, w'ere only retained, the profits which are aftually 
made, would remain, and the prefent charges would be amazingly diminilhed. It can- 
not, in my opinion, be of any real advantage to the Company, that they pretend to 
appear as a fovereign (late, where they have not an cxclufive trade, and where they 
cannot interdid the trade of every other nation. At Ceylon, Java, and the other 
iflands in the eaftern parts, where they have the territorial property, and the fovereign 
power, it is neceffary both to difplay and to maintain their dominion ; for there they 
can, and juftly, difpute the right of all others, whether authorized traders or inter- 
lopers ; but it is money thrown away to pretend to make a fhew of fovereignty at the 
before-mentioned places, for it augments neither their commerce nor their refources. 

The goods which they carry thither, and which cannot be furniflied by any other 
nation, the Dutch being the foie dealers in them, fuch as the finer fpices, and Japan 
copper, are of a nature which renders them indifpenfable in the weft of India. Their 
Ihips loaden with thefe articles, would be, with pleafure, fucceflively received, and 
they would fpeedily and gladly be bartered for cargoes of other commodities. 

Moreover, there would be the advantage, that the conduflors, having to fuperintend a 
lefs extenfive concern, would the better be enabled to difeover and reform all errors and 
abufes ; whereas the extent of the objeft under their controul affords, at prefent, 
innumerable openings for roifcondufl and miftakes, which undermine i^e whole 
fupcrftrufture. 

1 he Engliflj have not only been very prejudicial to the trade of the Company in the 
weft of India, but have alfo endeavoured, if not to fupplant them in the entire poffef- 
fion of Ceylon, at lead to participate in the advantages of that rich ifland. 

At the time of the laft war in Ceylon, when the Company had blocked ujf all the 
harbours with their fhips, and the Emperor was nearly reduced to be befieged in his 
coital, the Engllfh fent an ambaffador from Madras to the Emperor, with an offer of 
amuance to expel the Dutch from his dominions, for which purpofe they would pro- 
vide a large number of Ihips. But their own pertinacity was the reafon that the alli- 
ance was not formed in time j for the ambaffador would not comply with the oriental 
cultom of addrefs, which is efpecially prevalent in Ceylon, and to which the Dutch 
were ufed to conform j that is, he refufed to proftrate himfelf upon the ground, or fall 
upon his knees, when he was firft introduced into the prefence of the Emperor. 

* E , E Several 
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Several weeks thus clapfed before he had an audience ; and in the mean time, matters 
had taken a ftill more decided afpecl in our favour, fo that the clandeftine attempts of 
our fecrct enemies were, in this inftance, fruftrated. 

1 was exceedingly furprized when I faw at Batavia, that, although the trade in piece- 
goods, and in opium, was prohibited to private individuals of our own nation, the Englifli 
were not only allowed to bring whole cargoes to Batavia, and to difpofe of them there, 
but were facilitated in every refpeft in the difpofal. I'hefe indulgences were not 
confined to the above, but were extended to all Ibrts of commodities, both Indian and 
P’uropean, to the great detriment of our own fhips’ oflicers and crews, who were not 
allow'ed to import their wares ; and they who did bring fomc privileged goods were 
forced to fell them at a lofs, on account of the glut occafioned by the quantities im- 
ported by the Englifli. The exportation of fugar too was likewife prohibited 'to our own 
people, but the Knglifh were furnifhed with as much as they afked for, out of the Com- 
pany’s warehoufes. 'J’heir fliips, upon paying for the work done, were allowed to be 
repaired by the Company’s fervants at llie ifland Onruft. In AugufI 1769 1 faw eight 
Englifli fliips, lying at that ifland, and three more in the roads of Batavia, in the fol- 
lowing yciir, however, the government fecnied, in fome meafure, to have a difl'erent 
opinion ; for they then reflricted the Englifli to the taking in of water and wood, 
which every one hoped might be of long continuance. 

The Company have another object of expence, fince the year 1742, which did not 
perhaps then appear in fo detrimental a light as at prefent. 1 mean the premiums 
which arc given to the fliips’ crews returning home, and which were allowed as an 
indemnification for the articles of trade, which, before that time, they were jiermitted 
to bring home with them from India ; but this was fo much abufed, that the Com- 
pany’s fliips were crammed with the private property of the crews, in fo far that now 
and then a Ihip was lofl in confequence of being too deeply loaden. 

In how far, by putting a flop to this private trade, fuch accidents have in reality 
been prevented, may be bcfl feen by comparing the number of the fhips loft for thirty 
years before the year 1742, with thofe loft fince. For my own part, I believe, that 
very little difference would be found. It is of courfe, that the veffels loft in Table 
Bay, or other roads, which cannot be attributed to overloading, muff not be taken 
into the account. The Company have already expended the fum of eighteen millions 
of gilders in thefe premiums, as will appear from the rough calculation fubjoined, in 
which 1 have taken rather too little than too much. 

The premiums for every fhip returning home (eftimating the crews, one with an- 
other, at one hundred and twenty hands for each Ihip) amount to full f. 1 8,000, as 
follows : 


I Captain receives for premium - " f- 2000 

I Captain’s mate ... joo 

I Second mate ... 400 

1 Surgeon - - -* 400 

2 Other mates, f-^oo each - - 6co 

, 1 Chaplain - . _ ^oo 

20 Under officers, one with another f.^oo each 4000 

24 Seamen, earning upwards of /.lo, monthly 

wages, /.1 50 each - - - 3600 

66 Ditto, and boys, under/. 10,/ 1 00 each - 6600 


1 17 Men 


/.1 8,400 

3 Suppofed 
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1 17 Brought forward 

3 Suppofed to have died on the other fide of the 
Cape of Good Hope, who receive nothing 

120 Men 

So that every /hip’s crew receive for premiums 

Which, however, in order to make a round fum, I 
only take at - - - 

And computing that fince the year 1 742, twenty-five 
Ihips have annually returned from India, confider- 
ing one year with another, the whole amount in 
premiums for one year is - - y.4^0,000 

Since the navigation has fieen put upon this footing, 
that is, from 1742 to lyyi, twenty-nine years 
have clapfed ; fo that during that period the Com- 
pany have paid premiums to the amount of y. 13,050,000 
The intereft oT this capital for twenty-feven years, 
at three per cent, per annum, which is annually 
augmented by /i 13,500, amounts to * ^5, 103,000 

So that the Company have loft a fum, for which they ■ 

have no adequate benefit, of - jf. 18,153,000 

May not the decay of Batavia, whofe chief fupport is the free trade of its inhabitants, 
be in fonie meafure likewife aferibed to this caufe ? People well worthy of credit, who 
have lived for forty years and more at Batavia, have allured me that thei*e is an incon- 
ceivable difference between the aftual flate of the city, with refpedl to trade, and its 
llourifhing fituation before the year 1 740. Free inhabitants, who had never been in the 
fervice of the Company, ufed then to return to F.urope loaden with riches, very few 
inflances of which occur at prefent. Here in Holland, we may in coni'cquence plainly 
perceive, that there is little diance of making money at prefent at Batavia by private 
trade, and it is well known that it grows worfe from day to day. 

It is true, that the Company at home are unable to reform all the abufes which 
have crept in from time to time in fuch an extent of territory, as they poffefs in the 
Indies ; but they are too well acquainted with the actual flate of Batavia ; ^nd the 
profperity or decay of that city, which is the centre, and as it were the pivot of all 
their poireflions, is of too great and real importance to their interefls, than that they 
ought not to endeavour to raife it out of that languid Hate into which it is progreflively 
falling. 

Another thing jvhich is a great drawback upon fhc profperity of Batavia, js the 
unhealthinefs which has b’cen perceived there for feveral years back. I’he inoft pro- 
bable caufe hereof may be fought in the great incrcafc of the mud-banks along the 
fea-coafl ; the water only juft covers them ; or they are flooded by the tide, which, 
when it recedes, leaves a thick llimc behind it, together with a great deal of animal 

* Inftfad of fimplc intereft, at tliree per cent, per annum, for twenty- feven years, we (houlj take com- 
pound inteifi'l, at the lame rate, for t wenty-nu;e years, which would auu unt to f. .7,^i6,-oo, and the 
whole fum loll to the Company, during that period, by this regulation, would be /. it,6,cco or 
about 1,831,5001. Tr. ^ ^ 
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matter, thrown up by the fea, various kinds of blubber, and other marine produftions, 
which immediately putrify by the burning heat, and contaminate the air, uniting with 
the noxious exhalations of the fwamps and moraffes near the town. The opinion that 
the unhealthinefs of the place may be chiefly attributed to this caufe, feems to be cor- 
roborated by the circumftance, that the ravages of ficknefs and death are much 
lefa in the upper parts of the city, which lie the fartheft from the fea, than in and 
near the caftle, which is clofe to the mud-banks and fwamps. The mud thus thrown 
up already reaches, on the eaft fide of the river, more than two thoufand feet out from 
the dry ground. 

I have • already faid fomething of the province of Jaccatra; namely, that it is a 
polTeflion of the Company, fubdued by their arms, whofe natives are their immediate 
fubjeQs, governed by the council of India, and more particularly under the. eye of the 
governor-general. 

„ A perfon is appointed by the governor, under the title of commiflary of inland af- 
fairs, who reprefents the fovercign in the interior of* the country. 

He adjufts all differences which arife betw'een the native grandees, with the pre- 
knowledge of the governor-general, and cxa£ts all penalties and fines which arc laid 
upon them, the greateft part of the profits by which accrue to„hini. He is feared and 
refpefted like a prince in the interior parts, as the happinefs of every individual, is 
almofl entirely in his power. 

The regents, who are his coadjutors in the adminiftration of the land, are taken 
from among the natives. The firft in rank, are the adapatis, to whom the govern- 
ment of a large diftrift is entrufted. Then follow the tommagongs who are, however, 
much lower in rank, having the direftion over a proportionate fmaller extent of coun- 
try ; although each of them ilands alone in his local jurifdiilion. Thefe have inghe- 
b^es under them, who are as much as lieutenants, and before whom difputes of little 
importance between the inhabitants of their diftrifts are fettled j yet the parties may 
appeal to the commiflary. 

It is only when very important matters occur, in which the Company have a parti- 
cular intereft, that they arc brought to the cognizance of the government at Batavia, 
and fettled by them ; but this docs not often happen. 

The commiflary, who refidcs without the city, has a guard of natives every night at 
his houfe, and twenty or twenty-four armed attendants, who are Javanefe, and ftand 
ready to execute his commands ; all being in the pay of the Company. 

The chief produdions yielded by this province, are fugar, coffee, indigo, and cotton- 
yarn. ‘The revenues which the Company draw from it, amount annually to full one 
million of gilders. 

The original letters which are written by the council of India to the Indian Princes, 
are compofed in the Dutch language, and figned by the governor-general, and by the 
fecretary, in the name; of the government ; but tranflations are always added, in the 
Malay, Javanefe, or whatever other language be that of the J.h*ince to whom the letter 
is addrefled. For this purpofe, there are feveral tranflators at Batavia, who are well 
paid, and have the rank of merchants. 

The letters, w hich are fent by the Indian Princes to the government, are written 
upon gold or filver flowered paper *, and are brought to the council with much 
ceremony. 

The 

* lo the eaftem partt of India, paper is prepared from the bark of trees : at Ceylon, and on the adja- 
, cent continent, the leaves of the boraffus palm tree (boraflus flabclliformis), and foraeiimes of the talpat 

tree 
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The letter which the Emperor of Candy fenfi to the government at Batavia, after 
the conclufion of peace, containing the full powers of his embafladors to negotiate 
concerning certain matters, which could not be adjufted at Ceylon, was written upon 
a leaf of beaten gbld, in the lhape of a cocoa-leaf; the letters were engraved upon it 
with a ftecl pen, in a moft curious manner. This leaf was rolled up, and inferted m 
a cylindrical cafe of gold, which was wound all round with a row of pearls, Itrung 
upon gold thread. This cafe was in a box of maffy gold, and this again m one of 
filver, which was fealcd with the emperor’s great feal, impreffed in red wax. 1 he 
filver box was inclofed in one of ivory, which was put in a bag of rich cloth of gold ; 
and finally, a bag of fine white linen, fealed up with the emperor’s leffer fignet, en- 
circled the whole. ., 1- T . 

When* thefe embafladors had their audience of the council of India, they were re- 
ceived with extraordinary honour ; all the members of the aflembly Handing up, both 
when they came in and when they went out, though without uncovering their heads. 
When the embalTadors left Bativia, they were each prefented with a gold chain by the 

All goods which are carried into or out of Batavia are fubjea to duties, which are 
levied at the bar, at* the entrance of the city. Thefe, as well as the other taxes and 
imports, are annually farmed out, generally to Chinefe. The whole of them amount 
together upon an average, to 32,000 rix-dollars, or f.'jSfioo per month, making 
/■.oa 1,600 per annum*. 

Of the feveral iflands which lie before Batavia t, there are no more than four which 
are made any ufe of by the Company, and of thefe that of Onrurt is the principal. This 
ifland lies about three leagues north-wert from Batavia ; it is nearly round j it rifes 
fix or eight feet above the furface of the water, and is of fmall extent, being about 
four thoufand eight hundred feet in circumference. In the centre of the ifland, and 
within a fort, confirting of four bartions and three curtains. Hand the warehoufes and 
other buildings. On thefe fortifications, and on three fmall out-works which are con- 
ftrufl;cd at the water’s edge, the walls of all which are whitened with lime, are mounted 
fixteen pieces of cannon, of various fizes|. 

In 


tree (Hcuala fpinofa), are ufcd in Head of paper. The leaves of both thefe palm trees, lie in folds like a 
fan, and the flips Hand in nerd of no further preparation, than merely to be feparated, and cut fmooth 
with a knife. Their mode of writing upon them conflils in engraving the letters with a fine pointed flccl ; 
and in order that th^ charadlers may be the better feen and read, they rub them over with charcoal, or 
fomc other black fubdance. The iron point made ufe of for a pen is either fet in a brafs handle, and car- 
ried about in a wooden cafe, of about fix inches in length, or tife it is formed entirely of rron ; and to- 
gether with tiie blade of a knife, defigned for the purpofc of cutting the leaves, and making them fmooth^ 
fet in a knife handle, common to them both, and into which it (huts up. When a fingle flip is not fuffi* 
cient, feveral arc bound together by means of a hole made at one end, and a thread on which they are 
ilrung. If a book be to be made, they look out piincipally for broad and handfome flips of talpat leaves, 
upon which they engrave the charadlers very elegantly and accurately with the addition of vsArious figures, 
by way of ornament. All the flips have then two holes made in them, and ate llrung upon a filken cord, and 
covered with two thin lacquered boards By means of the cords, the leaves are held even together, and by 
being drawn out when they arc wanted to be ufed, they may be feparated from each otli|:r at pleafure. Ta. 

# About 8j,8ool. llerling. Tr. 

f They arc in all fiheen in number, and have the following names given to them : Onrufl, dc Kuiper, 
Purmerend, Engels Onruft, Rotterdam, Schiedam, Middlcburgh, Amflerdain, Horn, Harlem, Edam, 
Enkhuizen, Alkmaar, Leyden, and Vader Smit, The two firft are the innermoil, and arc fronting and 
within fight of the city. Tr. 

:|: “ The tonified island of Onruft,” fays Captain Parish, Is well fituated to command the channel 
that affords the principal paflage into the road. The work upon that ifland was of a pentagonal form ; 

« its 
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In the year 1730, under the government of the governor-general Durven, a fmall 
church with a fteeple was erefted here ; where fervice is performed on Sundays by a 
clergyman, who comes hither from Batavia, for that purpofe, every week. 

The Company have here ten or twelve large warehouies, which are almoft always 
quite full of goods : pepper, japan copper, faltpetre, tin, caliatour-wood, fapan-wood, 
&c. They are under the diredlion of two adminiftrators, who, as we have before men- 
tioned, have very lucrative places. 

On the north fide of the ifland ftand tw'^o faw-mills ; and on the fouth fide there is a 
long pier-head, on which are three large wooden cranes erefted for the purpofe of 
fixing maft^ in Ihips, or unftepping them. Three (hips can lie here behind each other, 
alongfide of the pier, in deep water, to be repaired, or to receive or dilcharge their 
cargoes. There is another pier a little more to the weflward, called the Japan pier, 
where one more (liip can lie to load or unload. 

There is twenty and more feet water againll the piers, and it rifes and falls about 
five feet once in foiir-and-twcnty hours. AH the Company’s (hips that require it are 
hove down at the wharfs along the piers, and i*eccive every necefi’ary reparation with 
eafe and difpatch*. 

The government of the ifland, and the direflion over the repairs of (hips which 
take place here, is entrufled to a mafler carpenter, who has the management of every 
thing, except what relates to the departments of the adminiftrators ol the warchoufes. 
His office is eftcemed a very profitable one, and he has the rank of fenior merchant. 
Though the ifland is but fmall, the number of people dwelling upon it is fuppofeJ 
to be near three thoufand, among whom there are three hundred JAiropean work- 
men. 

About fixteen hundred feet from Onruft, is the ifland de Kuiper, or Cooper's Ifle, 
which is one-lhird lei’s in (ize than the former. I'he Company havt‘ I’evcral ware- 
houfes upon it, in which cofl'ce is chiefly laid up. There arc two pier-heads, where 
veflels may load and difeharge, at its fouth-fide. There are fcveral large tamarind 
trees interfperfed over the ifland, which alford an agreeable (liade. The workmen 
who arc employed here in the day-time are fetched away at night to Onruft, and only/ 
two men remain behind as a watch, together with a niiinl)er of dogs, who arc remark- 
ably fierce, fo that no one dares to fet liis foot on the ifland at night. 

To the eaftward of Onruft, and at twice the diftance of Cooper’s Ifle, is the ifland 
Purmerend, which is half as large again as Onruft. It is planted with lhatly trees ; 
and in the centre is a building which ferves for a hofpital, or lazaretto, for perfons 
afflifted with* the Icprofy, or other incurable difeafes, who are lent thiiher from Batavia. 

It is fupported by the alms of both Europeans and Javaiiele, but the latter contribute 
the largeft (hare. 


its baltions were fmall and low, rK't more than twelve feet tlic hufiied ; and not ^always connected by cur- 
tains. A few battericiT were latJy conflriidtcd on the oiitfidc of th'S vnork, that bore towards the fca. 
On ihefe, and on the baliiofis, about foity guns were mounted, in dilTcfeiit dfrt'(?iions. South of this, was 
another ifland’^ (this tuoll be that called dc Kiriper) “ at the difiaiice of a few hundred yards, on which 
two batteries, mounting together twelve guns, had been lately trei'led.’* Tiiis account dates in 1793, 
and proves that the Dutch have become fenfible of what is alleged it) this work, page 253, that the foifn- 
ficatiuns at ll»e mouth of the river are infufTicicnt to protect the road. Tr. 

• •• It would be iiijuilicL,*’ Captain Cook, “ to the olficers and workmen of this yard, not to de- 
clare, that, in my opinion, there is not a marinc yard in the world, where a ship can be laid down with 
more convenience, fafety, and difpatch, nor repaired with more diligence and fleill.*' Tk. 

The 
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The ifland of Edam lies about three leagues north-north-eafl: from Batavia. It is 
about half an hour’s walk in circumference. It is very woody, and has abundance of 
large and ancient trees. Among them is one, the trunk of which is fo large that 
twenty men with their arms extended are not enough to encompafs it ; its outward 
branches flioot downwards, and taking root, as foon as they reach the earth, grow up 
again into trees ; I faw foine of them that were already two feet thick ; it is efteemed 
holy by the Javanefc, and is much venerated by them*. The Company have fome 
warehoufes on this ifland for fait ; but the chief ufe they make of it, is as a place of 
exile for criminals, who are employed in making of cordage j and over whom a Ihip*s 
captain is placed as commandant. 

* Tfii# is the banian-tree, ficus indica, or Indian fig-tree. Ta. 
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FROM THE For AGES OF STAf'ORINUS. 


I N order to throw more light upon the affairs of Macaffer, it is neceffary to become 
acquainted with the principal kingdoms and ftates of Celebes, and to have a Iketch 
of their hiftory down to the prefent time. A inanufcript on this fubjcft has fallen into 
my hands, which Mr. Blok, formerly governor of Macaffer, compofed from authentic 
records, and continued down to his time, that is, till 1759 : in order, however, not to 
repeat too much of what Valentyn may already have written, whofe account of Ma- 
caffer I have not by me, I lhall only Hate the mod: prominent parts of the hiftory of 
Celebes fince the beginning of the prefent century. 


CHAPTER 1 .— Account of the Kingdom of Macaffer. — Their ancient Traditions. — 
Sketch of their Hijlory. — Oath of Fidelity to the Company taken by the Kings of Boni 
and of Coach. — Conjlitution of Coach. — Laws. — Religion. — Former Profperity of 
the Macaffers.— Kingdom of Tello. — Of Sandrabony, 

THE empire or kingdom of Macaffer, which, before the conqueft of it by the 
Dutch, was fo clofely united with thofe of Tello and Sandrabony, that it made, as it 
were, but one ftate, extended along the fea-coaft, from Boeleboele, in the bay of Boni, 
to the point of Laffem (called Laffoa, in our maps), and thence weftward to the point 
of Touratti, or Tanakeke, and along the weft coaft northward, to Tanette, or Aga- 
nondje, and reached inland as far as Boni and Soping, through the whole of which 
the original language of the Macaffers then prevailed. 

The Kings of Goach and Tello are both called Kings of Macaffer, although 
each is a feparate ftate, taking their names from their refpeftive capitals, Goach and 
Tello. • 

The ancient fabulous traditions of Macaffer, according to a manufeript, tranflated 
out of their language, of which I had the perufal, make mentitm of four Kings, be- 
fore the coming of Toemanoerong, which fignifies one dcfei^ded from heaven. 

It happened, as thefe t.mditions relate, at a certain time, after the death of thefe 
four Kings, that a beautiful woman, adorned with a chain of gold; defeended from 
heaven, and was acknowledged by the Macaffers for their Queen, under the aforefaid 
denomination of Toemanoerong. 

Upon hearing the report of the appearance upon earth of this celeftial beauty, the 
king of Bantam went thither and fought her hand in marriage, though he had before 
wedded a princefs of Bontain. His fuit was granted, and a fon was begotten In this 
marriage, of whom Tormanoerong was two or three years pregnant, fo that the child 
could both walk and talk immediately after he was born ; but he was very much dif- 
^ torted ip fliape. His name was Toema-Salingabcrieng. When he was grown up, he 

4 • “ broke 
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broke the chain of gold, which his mother had brought with her from h^ven, in two 
pieces, after which, fhe, together with her huiband and his brother, vanifted in a mo-, 
numt, taking with her the one half of the chain, and leaving the otW ana the empire 
to her fon. This chain, which the MacaiTcrs fometimes fay is heavy, fometimes light, 
at one time dark coloured, and at another bright, was ever afterwards oBe of the 
principal regalia of the Kings of Goach, till in the revolution of Crain Bostalancas, it 
was loft, as I was informed, together with feveral other regal infignia. 

The inanufcript I alluded to, traces the origin of the Princes of Goach from this 
fon of Tocmanocrong, who, together with his three fucceflbrs, it is added, did not die, 
but vanifhed in the fame manner as their parents ; and the eighteenth King, after him 
began his reign under the name of Paducca Siri Sultan Shah Badin Ifmael. 

Althou^ this King did not long occupy the throne, he waged a furious war againfl; 
the King of Boni, who was reinforced by the arms of the Company. 

He was depofed by the nine eftates of the country of Goach, and they elefted in 
bis ftead the King of Tello, who Was called Mappa Orangie, but, as King of Goach, he 
took the name of Paducca Siri Sultan Sira Joudeen. 

In the year 1718, the Macafler Prince, and afterwards famous rebel Caraing, or 
Crain Bontalancas, fled from Goach, having killed a daughter of the, former King, 
and fought an afylum among the Dutch, living under the Company’s proteftion, m 
the campon Bai;o. He afterwards went from here to Sumbawa, and allifted in the war 
which raged between the Sumbawers and Baliers, in which the King of the former 
was killed. He wedded the daughter of this Prince, who was afterwards Queen of 
Sumbawa, and whofe mother, marrying with the King of Goach, peifuaded her 
daughter to be divorced from Crain Bontalancas, and to marry a Prince of Sam- 
bawa. 

In the year 1724, the King, Sira Joudeen, gave up entirely to his fon the kingdom 
of Tello, and taking upon himfelf the foie adminiftration of that of Goach, foon gave 
fo much umbrage to the Macafler Princes, and efpecially to Bontalancas, that the latter, 
who was become both furious and defperate, from his forcible feparation from ^ 
wife, formed a refolution of taking ample revenge upon the King. In order to com-* 
pafs this purpofe, he procured, not only feveral of the difeontented Macafler Princes, 
but likewife many Bouginefe of high rank, to take part in his confpiracy ; and he 
afterwards entered into the moft folemn engagement with the famous pirate Aroe Soen> 
kang, and his Captain Touafla, to dethrone the Kings of Goach and Boni, and wholly 
to expel the Dutch from Celebes. 

Accordingly he kindled the flames of war, in the year 1734, in Bontain, whence 
they foon fpread far and wide. In the beginning of the war, Bontalancas gained many 
advantages, and made fo'much impreflion upon the King of Goaefi, that on the 5th 
of November 1735, he fled from Goach to Tello ; upon which the Macafler eflates 
immediately elcfted his grandfon, furnamed Malawangefe Abdul Haerman Shoer, 
twentieth King of Goach. But he likewife was forced to yield to the arms ofthe re- 
bels, and abandon his capital, which was immediately taken pofleflTion of by 
Bontalancas ; while the King, together with a confiderable number of Macafllers, fled 
as far as Fort Rotterdam, where in the year 1739, he put himfelf mnder tlfe protection 
of the Company. 

Crain Bontalancas, bemg mafter of the country of Wadjo, and of part of the king- 
dom of Boni, came down a (hort time before to the northern provinces of the Com* 
pany, and caufed himfelf to b? inftalled King of Goach. 

vouxi. F F 
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Soi^ afterwards, . he fututnoned F<^ Rott^dam in the nante of the three muted 
empires of Boni, Goach, and Wadjo. Buft the goyemoriiot being fpeedy enough 
in his determination, the whole force of Goach and Wadjo foona^eared upon ; the 
plain before the fort. The garrifon, reinforced by a body of Bouginefe, who were 
attached to the Company, and by the Company’s fubjects, marched againft the enemy 
the fame day, being the i6th of May 1739, and falling upon them with great fmy,. 
foon put fhem to flight, and throwing up a battery of fixteen pieces of cannon, where 
a good number of them took poll, they returned in triumph to the fort. 

The enemy, on the other hand, intrenched themfelves againll us, and daily Ikir- 
miihes took place, till on the 14th of July, when the country being fufficiently dry, 
that the* artillery could be tranfported, the garrifon made another lally, and being 
joined by their Bouginefe allies, and other auxiliaries, together with the Company’s 
fubjefts and the Macafler refugees before-mentioned, they fell upon the enemy early 
in the morning of the 1 7th of July, by furprize, and after an obftinate refiftance, and 
a bloody battle, which lafted till four o’clock in the afternoon, they gained a complete 

viftory was of the greater importance, as by it the treacherous hopes of the 
Macafler refugees were fruftrated ; for though they had joinetj our troops, they were 
almoll all inclined to the rebel party, and had concerted with tneir chief, that, as foon 
as the balance turned th§ leall in his favour, they would join him, and tuyn themfelves 
againll us. ^ ■ 

Three days after this, when the rebels again tried their chance, ti:^l#eFe beat anew, 
and put to flight by our troops, leaving behind them many dead ahdB|fl»inded. Crain 
Bontalancas, who had thrown himfelf into Goach with all his troops, was himfelf 
wounded. Our men purfued them hotly, and at three o’clock in the afternoon they 
came before the town, and immediately threw up fome batteries, which were ready in 
the evening, and played with fo much effect during the night, that at four o’clock the 
next roorhing our commander in chief, Admiral Smout, received intelligence that the 
enemy had abandoned the town, and had fled to the mountains j by which the war, on 
this fide of Celebes, was put an end to. The regalia of Goach were immediately col- 
leded, and, together with the kingdom of Macaffer, were rellored to the monarch 
who had lall fled from Goach, Abdul Haerman Sheer, and to the regent of the 
empire. 

Moll of the adherents of Crain Bontalancas then came in, and fubmiflively entreated 
for pardon. Among them, was a man of upwards of a hundred years of age, Crain 
Alamanpang, a younger brother of Crain Pomliaan, who had been a fugitive of the 
former century. On furrendering his kris, he fpoke as follows : 

“ I have beheld this city of Goach in its proudell lullre, when it ruled over the 
whole illand of Celebes ; 1 afterw'ards was a witnefs to its firll humiliation, when we 
were fubdued by the Company ; it was then thought its fame and honour were greatly 
tarnilbed, yet it was Hill populous and refpeded ; but now I look around me, and be- 
hold nought but ruins and dillionour. 1 furrendered my kris the firll time at Sam- 
boepo, once more at Sourabaya, and now here, for the third time, to the conquering 
arms of the Company ; leave to an old man now the only confolation that remains— to 
die in peace.” 

He received a free pardon, and his kris was rellored to him. 

A Ihort time afterwards, intelligence was received that Crain Bontalancas had died 
wounds. 

to^ King 
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King Haerman Sheer dying on the 27th of July 174®# feventeenth 

year of his age, his brother, Mappa Babafla, a child of eight years was chofen 
fiieceflbr to the crown of Goach, under the guardianfhip of the regent Crain Madjen- 
ilaitg. Nothing material occurr^ during his reign. He died on the 2 ift of December , 
1753, and was fucceeded by his fon Amas Madina, furnamed Pattema’Tharie, who 
Was the twenty.fecond king of Goach, and in the year 1758, was re-nanM- Battara 
Goach, by the regent, who was, at the fame time, his grandfather. ' 

Thus far the manufeript of Mr. Blok. What follows, was related to me at 
Macader. * 

After the death of his grandfather, the regency fell into the hands of the uncle of 
king Battara. • This man, urged by the ambition of enjoying the crown himfelf, 
caufed fo tpuch vexation to his nephew and fovereign, that the latter abandoned his 
kingdom and Celebes, and fled to the weftward, no one knew whither. 

But the regent, feeing that matters were not yet fufHciently ripe, nor the nobles of 
Goach properly prepared to admit of his ufurping the crown himfelf, contrived that 
a younger brother of the King fliould be exalted to the throne ; whofe life, however, 
he equally found means to embitter fo much, that he alfo quitted his dignity and 
country in defpair *. ,Upon this, the artful regent was confecrated King, and he took 
upon himfelf at the fame time the office of regent, or prime minifter, in order to 
avoid another’s playing the fame part which he had aftcnl before. 

This Prince was on the throne in the year 1775, when I was there. He was de* 
ferrbed to me as a very wife monarch, who diftributed impartial juflice to his fubjefls, 
and kept a watchful eye over all the foreign relations of his country ; cfpecidliy over 
the kingdom of Boni, for which, in common with all the other Kings of Goach, he 
entertained the moft inveterate hatretl ; for its prefent profperity and power were 
founded upon the decline and ruin of Macafler. An equally deep-rooted mutual hate 
exifls at Boni, where they leave nothing untried, by means of their more ftrift con- 
nedlioiis with the Company, to humble the power of Macafler, and render its fidelity 
fufpeded. _ 

An inftance hereof occurred in the year 1770, upon the arrival of tlie prefent go- 
vernor of Macafler, Mr. Van der Voort. The King of Boni, having received informa- 
tion that a new governor was expefted from Batavia, caufed an intimation to be con- * 
vey^d to the King of Goach, by a third or fourth hand, that one of the fugitive 
Princes was coming over with the governor, who w'as to be reftored to the throne of his 
anceftors, while the ufurper would be taken prifoner, and font into baniflmient. In 
order to efFe£t the latter purpofe, it was alledgcd, that the opportunity would>be availed 
of, when the King of Goach, according to ancient cuftom, came to renew the oath of 
fidelity to the Company, upon the acceflion of a new governor j. 

• This 


• Tt wa* in the year 1767? that the king of Goach, thinking hiaifrlf Infecun' on his throne, abandoned 
hia kingdow, and fled to Btma, where he was oveiiaken and fent to Batavia. lie was a weak and pufil- 
lanimous Prince, and preferred a petition to tlie Dutch government tliat he might be exiled to Ceylon, 
where he lived for many ycais, in the caftle of Culcmbo, icciiving a monthly allowance oftfifty rix-doHara 
(about 130I. llerling per annum, from the Company. Huyfers btfehryving der Ooil.lhdifche EtablilTe- 
mrtiten, page 4*. Ta. 

1 ne oath of fidelity, and alliance to the Company, is taken by the Kings of Goach and of 3 onI, with 
the following ceremonies: The King, drcilcd m cloth of gold, and weaiing the chain which the Company 
have ptefented to him, in token iT alliance, and evtry link of which reprelents a flower made of majfy 
gold, with a mtd.il pendant from it, with the initial Isttcrs of the united Eafl-lndia Company engraved 
tipon prtfents himfelf .with hif courtiers and lifeguaids at the goVernment-houfe in Fort Rotterdatn. 
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This Prince, deceived hereby, came at the appointed time to Fort Rotterdam, not 
with his ufual fuite, but accompanied by five or fix thoufand well-armed men, and 
refufed to enter the walls of the ibrtrefs without tbefe troops, faying, at the fame time, 
the reafon why he came in this manner j but when the Company’s fervants pmnted 
out to him the groundlelTnefs of his fufpicions, and the evident falfity of his informa* 
tion, he was prevailed upon to la^ afide his diftrull, and every thing pafied off without 
further difficulty ; ib that the King of Boni was difappointed in his objed. Yet the 
King was fo fearful, and upon his guard, at the feaft which the governor gave that 
day .to the native Princes, that neither he nor his attendants would touch any wine, nor 
any of tht; provifions which were fet before them. 

1 faw this Prince twice } he is rather corpulent, grave in his appearance and conver- 
fation, and attentive and referved in his manners. 

The King of Goach is not an abfolute fovereign : he is fubje^t to the laws of the 
land, and may not perform any important regal functions without the concurrence and 
approbation of the body of nobility. Crimes are punilhed according to laws, and not 
by the arbitrary will of the monarch. His privy counfellors are called tomani lalangs. > 

• Every negree, or townfliip, has a chief, called galarang : this rank was inffituted by 
the eighth King of Goach, in the beginning of the fixteenth century, perhaps at the 
inftance of the Portuguefc, who firft arrived at Celebes, and obtained a footing there 
during the reign of that King, in the year 1512. 

His fucceffor appointed and regulated meafures and weights for general ufe j he fixed 
prices upon the articles of trade } he manufadured gunpowder, and firft mounted artillery 
upon the walls of Goach. He afterwards not only allowed the Malays to fettle in his 
ftates, but, together with other privileges, he granted them that of building a temple, ‘ 
and openly profeffing the Mahomedan faith. This religion gained fo much ground 
here, that the Macaffers, by means of the Malays, difpatched an embalTy to Mecca, 
to fetch a ftadja, or prieft, from that place, for tfie purpofe of inftrufting them in the 
religion of the Arabian impoftor, which was at laft univerfally cftablilhed throughout 
the Macaffer ^pire, in the year 1603, under the thirteenth King, Sultan Allah Ou- 
deen j and three years afterwards they forced the people of Boni equally to fubferibe 
to the do£lrines of the Koran. 

The power of Macaffer was at its higheft pitch about the middle of the laft century, 
when its Princes not only ruled over almoft the whole of Celebes, but had likewife 
rendered Loma, Mandelly, Bima, Tainbora, Dompo, and Sangar, tributary to them, 
and had conquered Bouton, Bungay, Gapi, the Xulla iflands, and Sumbawa, They 
moreoveroheld the government of Saleyer, which had been given to Macaffer by Baab 
Ullach, King of Temate ; they were in ftrid alliance with the inhabitants of Bali, and 
coined the firft gold coins which were probably the gold mas, of the value of fixty 
Dutch ftivers. 

About that time alfo the alliance between Goach and Tello was renewed ; and thefe 
two ftates were fo firmly united together, that it was a common faying, that there were 
“ two lords, but one people.” By the articles of union it was fettled, ’that all levies 

H« attendant* firft dance their war-dance, with their krlffes and affagays. A chapter of the Korsii,^- 
latiog to the taking of oaths, is then read to the. King, in Arabian, to which he liftens with great attenr . 
tion and veneration. Hr then folds his hands, and lays them three times upon the book, a»4: .ifterwards 
upnn his head. Next he takes his kris of ftate, and dipping the point of it in a filver h6rn of water, ftira 
it about with it, and lets a few drops which remain upon the point fall upon his thug'* t by the 

oatbit completjbl, in the moft folcmn manner. S. . 

and 
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and contriburions from conquered provinces, &c. ibould be <Kvided into five parts, 
two of which were to be given to Goach, and two to Tello, while the fifth ihould fall 
to the fhare of the eldeft of the two Kings j that the eldeft of the Kings Jhould always 
exercife the oflice of regent, or prime rainifter, to his junior colleague j that they 
ihould both be equal in dignity j and, laftly, that they ihould both enjoy the title of 
Sambanco, fignifying as much as Emperor. 

The empire or Macafler has at prefent fo much declined, under the influence of the 
powerful arms and the artful policy of the Company, that the King of Boni is noW' 
much fuperior to Goach, both in extent of territory and number of fubjedt^ ^though, 
in war, a Macafler is better than three Bouginefe, on account of their martid charafter 
and undaunted courage, which, notwithftanding all the adverfities which have fallen 
upon them /or a century part, have never been fubdued or diminilhed *. 

It is worthy of remark, that the Kings of Macaflfer have a new name given to them 
after their death, and that their fucceflbr muft be nominated before their interment. 

The kingdom of Tello was bounded, in the year 1667, to the north by the Coerces, 
fWo iflands fituated a little to the foutWard of the river Maros, and to the fouth it 
reached as &r as Fort Rotterdam. The intimate conne£lion between this kingdom 
and that of Goach has before been mentioned ; and both have, in confequence, partidU 
pated in the fame changes of fortune. 

The ninth King of Tello, Abdal Carie, died in January 1709, and was fucceeded by * 
his fon Mappa Otangie, who was eleded King of Goach in the year 1712, and ruled 
over both kingdoms till the year 1724, when he gave up that of Tello to his fon Man 
Radja, or Radja Mouden. To him fucceeded, according to the records of the Com* 
pany, but in what year is not mentioned, his brother Mappa Enga, or Jappee Oeden ^ 
this Prince, known by the name of Crain Tello, was the grandfather, and regent of the 
King of Goach, in the year 1 759, and an inveterate enemy of the Company, After 
his death, his daughter, the prelent reigning Queen, fucceeded to the crown. 

The kingdom of Sandraboni, lying within the bounds of Macafler, on the weftera 
coaft of Celebes, between the Company’s lands at Galiflbng and Poelonbanheen, is fmall 
in extent, yet independent of Goach. In the time of Toena Parie, King of Macafler, 
in the beginning of the fixteenth century, the Queen of Sandraboni entered in an allj- 
nnee with the Macaflers, its liberties and immunities remaining, however, unimpaired 
and fince that time it has, as well as Tello, been fubjefted to the fame fortunes as 
Goach. 

Mappa Doelang, afterwards King of Goach, ruled over this finall ftate, at the fimy 
of the war conduced by General Speelman, and, together with his nobles„accepted 
and fwore to the engagements with the Company in 1667 and 1669. The Kin gp of 
Sandraboni are moftly related to the royal family of Goach. 

The city (lands a little inland, on the banks of a river, whence the kingdom derives 
its name. It was built about the fame period as Samboupo and Tello. This is all 
that I learnt refpe£ling i^. 

_*»In 1778, a iinithiag llroke was given to tlie independence, and power of refiftance, of Goach ; the 
reins of government were, at that time, on account of the nonage of the King, in the handt of his mother 
Queen Radja Polakka. a wonuin of an ambitious and intiiguing difpofition, who, probably aiming at the 
total emincipatlon of her country from the yoke of the Company, raifed a rebellion againit it, m> which 
her forces were fubdued, the city of Goach taken by aflault, its fortifications razed, and the goTemment 
Hew modelkd, fo si to be entirely conformable to the views of the conquerws. Ta. 


CHAP.* 
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CHAP. IX. -^Account of the Kingdom of Boni. — Sketch ef its Hijiory. — Their firji 
Kings. ’ — Origin of their Enmity to Goach. — Singular Revolutions under Queen BaU 
tara, Tbdja. — Piracies of A roe Scenkang. — War with Wadjo. — Arone Tanete, a 
Cannibal, •— Method of accuftng and ptmijhing Criminals. — - Story of a Duel between 
two Princes t Grandfons of the reigning King, — Cruelty of the King towards the Objed. 
of their :Dif agreement, 

AT the of the Boni contraft, that kingdom extended along the weftern Ihore 
of the guJph, which is ftill called the Bay of Boni *, from the river Chinrana to the 
river Salenico, a length of about twenty leagues ; inland it bordered upon Soping, 
Lamoere, Macaffer, and Boeleboelc. This kingdom was independent of and uncon- 
nefted with any other in very ancient times. I’lieir traditions affirm, that their firfl: 
King Hkewife defeended from heaven. When he came upon earth he had no name, 
but was afterwards called Matta Salompo by the people, lignifying as much as, all- 
feeing. He married a Princefs of Toro, who was equally of cclellial origin ; he haH 
by her one fon and five daughters, from whom all the fuccccding Kings of Boni are 
defeended, and of whofe pofterity, born from marriages with, royal brincelfes, fuch 
only being, in every refpetl;, entitled to the crown, according to Mr. Blok’s account, 
no other remained alive in 1759 than Aroc Palakka, the grandmother of the then 
reigning King of Goach. She was Hill living when I was at Macaffer in 1775, and 
governed as Queen of Tannetta. 

This, their firfl monarch, inftituted the laws of the country, which are ftill ob- 
ferved ; he made the royal ftandard, called Worong Porong, and appointed feven elec- 
tors, under, the denomination of Matoua Petoes. Thefe are hereditary in feven families, 
though it has fometimes happened that two, and even three of them, have been of the 
famelineage. This high office defeends upon w'omen as well as upon men. All matMS^ 
of importance, relating to' the kingdom, muft be determined by them : their power, in 
particular, cj^tends over the election and depofition of the Kings, and the making of 
peace and war -f. 

King 

Called Sewa by the natives, and Bugguefs, or Long Bay, by the Englifli. The following accoutit 
of it, given by Captain Foreft, from the information of a Bugguefs noquedah, or sea'Captain, may not be 
unacceptable ; Having pafled the llralt between Celebes and Saleyer, called the Budgeroons, keep on 
in a dire<£lIon north- eall-by-norih, about one hundred and thirty ntilcs, and you will find near the weft 
coart of the Sewa a fmall ifland called Baloonroo ; it is vifible eight or ten leagues off, and has fome rocky 
iflets at its eail end. Farther on, about a day's fail, which I fix at fixty miles, is the mouth of the river 
Chinrana: this river takes its rife in the Warjoo countiy, the capital of which is called Tofforo, atvd lies a 
day's journey by water from the mouth of tlic river ; it afterwards paifes through Boni : it has a good 
muddy bar, paffable by large rtiip.s, and is navigable a good way up ; it has fevcral mouths, and there orc 
many towns on its banks, whttc a great trade is carried on in gold, rice, fago, caflia, tortoifc-fhelli pdirtp, 
&c ; the anchorage is good off the river’s mouth. Half a day's fail farther north, alon^ the wtft coaft of the 
Sewa i^ihe river Pecneekee, noi very coufiderable. Farther on are two plaOis called Akolingan and Tellu- 
dopln, which are pretty well inhabited. Continuing ftill north, you come to the river Sewa, not Vjpry con- 
fiderable ; then to the river Loo, famous for boat-building: then you come to Mankakoo, iSvltore tWe is 
gold, and mu^h fago, very cheap; they have alfo caflia and feed-pcarl. Being now come 
of Bugguefs Bay, the fago-tree abounds very much ; and in many parts of tlie Sewa, thCre arc ipota pf foul 
ground on which they flfh for fwallow, which they generally carry to Macaffer, 1:o fell Jp the China junk. 
On the caft fideot the Sewa the country is not fo well inhabited as on the weft The fouth»cl|lji point 
of the Sewa is called Pajimgan: Iiere is a duller of iflands, rather fmall, with good "aochorage among If 
them.” Tr. * , ' I f 

f According tt^orert, Boni is governed by a Prince, who is called Pajonc, "IJic for life by 

fetan nobles, a fixcll number, which may be kept up by the Pajong (but hot intprcarod the dyone 

(certain 
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King Matta Salompo, fay the natives, after having reigned forty years over them, 
afcended into heaven with his Queen. 

The Bouginefe, and Queen I’arre Toeppoe, who then ruled over them, were com- 
pelled, in the beginning of the feventeeth century, to conform to the Mahomedah, religion, 
and the condition was, moreover, impofed upon them, that the enemies of Macaffer 
Ihould likewife be the enemies of Boni, but not the enemies of Boni thofeof Macaffer. 

This was the firft blow which was given to the greatnefs of Boni, although they 
were able to bring feventy thoufand fighting men into the field. 

The hatred which, by this means, was excited among the Bouginefe againft the 
Macaffers, was greatly inftrumental to the fuccefs of the arms of the Company againft 
Macaffer. Radja Palacca, a Bouginefe Prince, whofe exertions in particular contri- 
buted muqh to the completion of the conqueft of Macaffer, was afterwards chofen King 
of Boni, by the eleftors, and rendered himfelf fo famous and powerful, extending the 
bounds of his kingdom in every way, that he was called by his people Toenee Som- 
baya, fignifying, a King before whom all others muft humble themfelves. 

He died on the 6th of April 1 696, and was fucceeded by his fon I.apatoua, as 
fifteenth King of Boni, who, after having been the caufe of much uneafinefs to the 
Company, died in the .year 1713. 

His daughter Battara Todja, likewife called Aroe Toemoerang, fucceeded him, as 
the fixteenth fovereign of Boni. After reigning a fliort time, fhe refigned the govern- 
ment in the year ’17 15, into the hands of her half-brother Lapadany Sadjati, furnamed 
Toapannara Aroe Palacca ; but his ill treatment of his fifter and her hufband, whom he 
caufed to be rampaffed, or beaten with flicks, and whom he threw into confinement at 
Boni, without any fhadow of reafon, or legal pretence, was fo much difapproved of and 
refented by the nobles, that Ihortly afterwards, on the 20th of January 1720, he was not 
only depofed, but, together with his wife, was thrown into prifon. After this the Bougi- 
nefe again gave the kingdom to Battara Todja, who, however, direftly refigned it 
anew to her eldcft half-brother, the dethroned King of Goach, Sappualee, then fur- 
named Madanrang } he likewife was depofed in the year 1724, after a fhort and tur- 
bulent reign, on account of his diffolulo conduft, and his youngefl brother Topawanoi, 
or Aroe Mano, afterwards called Crain Beffei, was chofen in his (lead ; on the fourth 
day after his appointment he was alfo fet afide, and in his room Battara Todja was 
chofen Queen for the third time ; fhe became at the fame time Datoua, or Queen of 
Loehoe, and not long afterwards Queen of Soping alfo ; her hufband was appointed 
co-regent with her of the kingdom ; he died in the year 1725 ; after which fhe was 
married, for the fourth time, to Aroe Kayoe, who was, fhortly after his nupti^s, equally 
made co-regent of the kingdom. But the Queen being at variance with her brothers,, 
one of whom fhe had caufed to be killed, and being diffatisfied with Mr. Goubius, at 
that time the Company’s governor at Macaffer, went away to Soping, where fhe caufed 
herfelf to be inaugurated as Queen. 

Her hufband,*the regent, Aroe Kayoe, now thinking himfelf King of Boni^ fefolved 
to fupplant his Queen and confort, and to take again to his bed his firft beloved wife 
Crain Bonto Majene, whom he had repudiated in order to marry the Queen ; but 
when this defign was difeovered, in the year 1728, he was immediately declared 


It ■ A ^1” reftraincd by a fort of parliament, ekaed by the freeholders: 

nahtwL t*^**^™^ hundred of which are called mattoua, one hundred are called 

J*“"dred are called galaraiifr- “ But of this (he adds), I never learnt a dittina 

account } and 1 mention It only as a hint for future travellers.’* Ta. , 

3'. ’ unworthy 
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unworthy of the regentfliip, and his life was fo much endangered, that he was obliged 
to fly by night to Tcllo, where he received proteflion. He afterwards became con- 
neded with Crain Bontalancas, and loft his life in the commotions exdted by that 
famous rebel. 

In th^year i'Jr5o, the three remaining brothers of the Queen of Boni came from 
Bouton, w^£^er they had fled for fear of their fifter, and took refuge under the pro- 
tedinn Company, who allowed them to refide in the campon Baro. 

The ^^1^, in the meantime, continued difeontented with the Company, becaufe the 
provin<^<!^iBontain was withheld from her ; while her madanrang, or general in chief, 
and her;‘tdmarilalangs, or privy counfellors, conduded every thing at Boni according 
to their own wiflies, and adhering to the enemies of the Company who arofe about this 
time, Aroe Seenkang and his followers, and the rebel Crain Bontalancas, they pre- 
pared the way for the ruin of the kingdom of Boni, which was elFeded in the follow- 
ing manner : ' _ 

Aroe Seenkang, a difeontented Wadjorefe Prince, Thad for feme time, together with 
his captain, laut, or admiral, touffa, been committing piracies ; he had taken Paffir and 
Coety, and had even attacked the veflels of the Company. 

7 'hefe freebooters, therefore, in the years 1735 and 1736, carrying their depreda- 
tions to a great excels in the ncighbourhood of Mandhar and Cajelie, were encountered 
by the crqifing veffels of the Company, but to no purpofe ; and, in the beginning of 
the year 1736, they landed in fight of Fort Rotterdam, on the adjacent iflands, belong- 
ing to the Company, where they plundered the inhabitants, and burnt their houfes. 
Upon this our government equipped fome veflels at MacaflTer, who attacked the enemy, 
but the battle was ftopped by the evening coming on ; and in the night, the enemy 
haring effedfed their purpofes, cunningly gave us the flip, and got away to Wadjo, 
without having fufterra any material damage. 

Thie Wadjorefe, notwithftanding the earneft reprefentalions of the Company’s fer- 
vants, obftinately refufed to deliver up Aroe Seenkang ; and the Bouginefe in confe- 
quence declared war againft them. But it was profecuted with very little vigour j 
for the general and the counfellors of Boni, as we have before feen, were in collufion 
with the enemy ; whence this war had an unfortunate ilTue. 

The Queen of Boni perceiving the treachery, though too late, fent for the Princes, 
her brothers, w'ho had left Bouton, and were gone over to the Company, and gave 
the command of the army to the eldeft ; but matters had already taken fo bad a turn, 
that there w'as fcarcely any pofllbility of retrieving them, fo that they were compelled 
to make ^eace with Wadjo. 1 

A little before, our people, at the requeft of theSoping nobles, had let Aroe Tanete, 
fumamed the Mad Duke *, go to Soping, to defend that country againft the Wadjorefe ; 
but he, attending little to the war with Waefio, procured, by his intrigues, . the So- 
plngers to depofe their Queen, and eleft him for their Datoua, or King, in her ftead ; 
after w^ich he likewife contrived to have himfelf chofen King by the Bouginefe, of 
which eledion they gave communication to the Company’s fervants at Fort Rotterdam, 
but it met with their marked difapprobation ; and when the Queen herfelf came for- 
ward, he was obliged to give way to her by flight. 

.Upon this, the Wadjorefe made themfelves mafters of-''l|oni, appointed an- 
other Queen, acknowledged the rebel Crain Bontalancas ibf King of Goacb^ and 

♦ Of tW* Aroe Tanete, it was related, that, like the ancient inhabitMts of Ol^ebeo, Tie Waf a cannibal, 
and lifiibarfcably fond of human fle(h, fo that he even ufed to fatten hi* priiiiiiera', and cutting their heart 
out alive, he eat it raw, with pepper aud fait, clleeming it the mod deUotuus tilatSttof »U. S. 


declared 
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declare thejufelves, in this manner, ils three united countries, and enemies of the 

Company. _ t j r 

In the month of April 1739, they came down, took pofleffion of Coach, and fumr 
moned Fort Rotterdam to furrender. What happened afterwards I have before related 
in the account I have given of ^oach. ; 

When the Company were faved by the fortune of arms, the next ftep fo be taken 
was to relieve Boni ; but this, for Ibme unknown reafon, was^only done by halves ; 
for when the Wadjorefe were twice beaten, they were not purfued as far as their capital 
Toflbra ; and thofe people who refufed to renew their engagements with the Company, 
were fuffered to do as they liked, while the difputes with Wadjo, as well oh ihe part of 
the Company as on the part of Boni, remain unfettled to the prefent day. f Written 
in the year 1759.] 

In the raehn time, in order, as was pretended, to forward .the reftoration of the public 
tranquillity, the queen of Boni was prevented from profecuting her juft claim againft 
Aroc 'I’anete, or the Mad Duke ) and, to her further, chagrin, the grant of Bpntain, 
which province had been given to that princefs, in the fame manner as to her prede- 
ceflors, as a reward for paft fervices, by the Dutch government at Batavia, was 
annulled. ^ 

She died in the year 1 749, and her half-brother Lama Offong, was chofen fuc- 
ceffor to the crown of Boni, under the name of Abdul Zadfliab Djalaloedeen, who 
was the reigning king when I was at Celebes, in 1775. He was then a man of up- 
wards of eighty years old, and he dwelt in the Bouginefe campon, which is not far 
from our town of Vlaardingen, and, like moft of the native villages, is a place of little 
confideration. 

lie did not fliow much efteem for the Europeans; he governed his fubjefls 
in an arbitrary manner, with much feverity, and paid very little regard to the laws of 
the country, which he always explained according to his will. 

All criminals are accufed before the king, who commil&ons his prime minifter, and 
one or two more of the nobles, to examine into the affair. As foon as a report is 
made concerning it, if the culprit be thought worthy of death, the king gives a fign 
with his eyes, and he is immediately carried out and killed with a kris. If aggravating 
circuml|ances occur, the king gives direftions for a more fevere punifliment ; the cri- 
minal is men bound |o a tree, and he is pricked full of Ikin-deep wounds with kriffes, 
and rubbed with fugar or molaffes ; the whole body is foon entirely covered with ants, 
and the poor wretch is not relieved by death before he has fuffered the greateft torments. 
But one of the grandees of the kingdom, or a man of noble birth, is never rfitherwife, 
put to death for any crime than by the more merciful method of plunging a kris into 
his bofom;^. 

Mr. Van Plcurcn related to me the following inftance of the cruel charafter of this 
monarch, which had occurred about two years before. 

Two princes, grandfons of the King, became both enamoured of the fame perfon, 
a young princefs, w'ho was fcarcely more than twelve years old ; fhe was an exquiftte 
beauty, poffeffed of every accomplilhiAent that an education at the court o£ an eaftern 
monarch could procure her. Both the lovers, notwithftanding their earned: felicita- 
tions that file would make choice of one who Ihould be the favoured youth, could not 
prevail upon her, for a long dme, to decide between them ; overcome, however, at length 
by the vehemence of their entreaties, fiie at laft declared in favour of the youngeft. 
Ihis, as might be fuppofed, occafioned an implacable enmity between the two princes, 
u^ich was carried to fuch a height, that they drew their knffes againft each other in a 
VOL. XI. r. o ® foUtary. 
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folitary place, with fuch fury, that, had they not been fortunately feparated by fome 
people who came in tkne to prevent a fatal cataftrophe, they would probably have both 
fallen viSims to their jealoufy and love. 

As foon as this occurrence came to the ears of the King, he fent for both princes, 
and reproached them with great afperity, that they were near depriving him of tlvo 
of his children by their ralh and foolilh condufl:, which was the more unpardonable, 
being merely for the fake of a woman. He then commanded them immediately to 
difmifs their animofity, and to live thenceforward together with their accuftomed fra- 
ternal affection. 

Thus far all was right. He next fent for the young princcfs, and fternly alked her, 
how (he ^ared to avow a choice between two of his grandfons? The poor girl, 
trembling and in tears, could make no other reply, than that (he had not done fo 
before Ihe was abfolutely compelled to it, and was afraid of fatal confequc'Jices, if flie 
had remained obftinate in her refufal. 

This difculpation was of no avail to foften the indignation of the King ; he knew, 
he faid, a way to preferve his children both from fuch debafing love and from the 
dangerous confequences of it, and that it would be an unheard-of event that one of 
his fons Ihould lofe his life for the fake cf a boyilh attachment. He then gave the 
wonted fign of death, and the wretched object of the violent love and furious hatred 
of the two princes, was carried out and pierced to the heart, without there being any 
one found who durft pretend to be her advocate, or that her youth and beauty made 
the leaft impreffion upon the obdurate heart of the cruel monarch. 

CHAP. X. — Account of the Kingdom of Soping ; — Sketch of its Hifiory. •— Lochoe ; — 

its ProduSlions. —Dijfolute Condud of the prefent Queen. — Tancte ; — Its Eijiory. — 

The Country of Mandhar ; — Its Government — History. — Toadja, or Wadjo ; — Its 

fmgular Conjiitution. 

THE kingdom of Soping was anciently one of the moll powerful Hates of Celebes j 
it lies partly along the weftern Ihore of the bay of Boni ; to the north it is bounded by the 
great lake called Tamparang l.aba, and to the fouth it borders upon Lamoeroe, which, 
together with feveral other fniall Hates, formerly belonged to it, but which a%rwards 
became cither independent or united to Boni. 

It yields nothing but paddee. In the year i66i, after the flight of Radja Palacca, it 
became a fief of Macafler ; but in the year 1C67, it was reftored to its liberty by the 
Company# 

The Kings of Soping have been allied by marriages to thofe of Boni from time im- 
memorial. The Sopingers pretend, in the fame manner as thofe of MacalTer and Boni, 
that their firft King equally defeended from heaven. After him a feries of fovereigns, 
as well Kings as Queens, ruled over them, of whom the prefent reigning King of Boni 
is the twenty-fecond, who, with the confent of the nobles of Soping, governed the 
kingdom by means of a viceroy ; at prefent, however, namely m 1775, it is again under 
its owiiKhig, who married the daughter of the King of Boni. He is a faithful ally of 
the Company, and follows in all things the advice of the governor of Macafler, 
although by the bravery of his people, for one Sopinger is better in war than three 
Bouginefe, he could do much more than the King of Boni. His fon is educated at 
the court of his maternal grandfather. 

The part which this kingdom took in the troubles at the time of Crtun Bontalancas 
and Aroe Tanete has before been mentioned. 

•> 2 
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The kinj{i|oroi of I^boe, orLoehoe, was the moft powerful and moft extenfive of 
all>the ttate^of Celebes, before thofe of Macaffer and Boni at^ined their fubfequent 
celebrity. It ftretches at prefent from Pelopa, the capital of the country, tO*Larorapo, 
b%g an extent of about twenty leagues along the weftem fhore of the bay of Boni, 
anf from the other fide of the city, over the whole of the fouth-eaftern part of 
Celebes, between Bugguefs Bay#ind the eaftern coaft of the ifland, as far as the Al- 
forefe will luffer them.inland ; to the weft, it is bounded by Wadjo, and to the north 
by Toradja. , _ 

The land is fertile in paddee ; it yields likewife good iron, and much gold is found 

in the rivers *. ^ ^ .... * 

Mr. Blok had not obtained any information refpefting their antient hiftory or Kings. 
The firft King of whom mention is made in the records of the Company, is called 
Crain Harob ; he was fubdued by the arms of the Company, at the fame time with the 
Macafll rs at Bouton. 

The Queen who ruled over the country, when the account of Mr. Blok was written, 
was called Tanralele, and fometimes Afha ; ihe was, at the fame time. Queen of Tanete ; 
but Ihe was afterwards deprived of the crown by the machinations of the King of Boni, 
on account of her alleged diffolute life ; for, notwithftanding (he was already very far 
advanced in years, Ihe had the fineft men daily brought to her for the fatisfadion of 
her lhameful licentioulnefs ; while, if Ihe met with any one whom Ihe did not approve, 
fhe had him immediately killed and thrown into the river : a grandfon of the King of 
Boni was appointed King in her ftead. 

This kingdom is likewife in alliance with the Company, and coafequently dependent 
upon them. 

The kingdom of Tanete, or Aga Nonfha, fignifying a bridge or ford, lies halfway 
between Fort Rotterdam and the bay of Sorian. It is bounded to the eaft by the prin- 
cipality of Mariovi-wavo, to the north by Barroe, to the fouth by Sageree, and to the 
weft by the fea. It ftood, in former times, on friendly terms with Macaffer ; after- 
wards, upon a war breaking out between them, although Tanete was conquered, it was 
ftill reputed independent and a free ally of Macaffer ; but when the King gradually 
began to extend his power over this country, it was, and juftly, looked upon as a ftate 
dependent upon that of Macaffer, as it is called in the reports of the conference of 
Macaffer, on the yth of September 1668. 

At the time of Mr. Speelman, one King Ibrahim reigned here ; who, during the 
peace of Bonaye, joined the Company, and was received as one of their allies, a fte r 
having entered into and fworn to the engagements didfated at that time by "the Com- 
pany, to which his fucceffors have ever fince adhered. 

The prefent Queen Tanralele, upon her being made Queen of Loehoe, and going 
thither, gave up the government of Tanete to the King of Boni, and to the Company ; 
but having, fome years afterwards, been driven from the throne of Loehoe, flte came 
back, and refumed the qdminiftration of her own ftate. • 

The country of Mandhar borders upon the fea to the weft, upon Cajelie to the 
north, upon Bionangis to the fouth, and to the eaft upon a tradf of defert mouhtains, 
which afford a fecure refuge to the inhabitants when they are attacked bf too power- 
ful enemies ; they then abandon to them their deferted villages on the fearcoaft, and 
do not return to their habitations till they have b«n- left by the invaders. 

• The gold of Celebes is genewlly got, as on Sumatra, from the beds of rivers and torrents, and there 
afc many fpritigs inuing froni crevic<s9 of rocksi that bringr fomc gold along with the watcr^ which* rooning 
through a veflel bottomed with fand, leaves ita treafure Mhihd* Ta* 

QQzJ Thcf 
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The'goverftment of this country was vefted, in former titsi^s, in tei|| nobles, or 
>(^168, who had all Entered into engagements with the Comftany j thfee of 
voluntarily ; the feven others are commonly called Princes of the feven rivers. They 
fojmerly were fubjeft to the Macaflers, and, in token of allegiance, were obfigedto 
lend a yearly tribute of long Ihields ; they even were forced to receive a govei^or 
from Macaffi*r, whom thty, however, rejeded in theiyear 1658, though they remained 
otherwife faithful to that country. 

By the contrad of Boni, the Macaflers refigned all claim to the dominion over 
Mandhar ; after whieh their Princes, or eftates, were feveral times fummoned to enter 
into treaty with the Company ; but they all, except one, obftinately refufed to do it. 
On this account, they were made war againll by the Company, and by the Bouginefe, 
but were never fubdued, as they always fled to the mountains ; but, in the year 1674, 
fearing that they fliould be attacked by Radja Palakka, they humbled theirsfelves before 
the Company, and fighed and fwore to the engagements required. Yet they never 
much obierved them, efpccially not thofe articles which bind them not to navigate any 
veflids without paflcs from the Company, and which forbid them to admit any vefiels into 
their harbours which are not provided with fuch pafles. Nevcrthelefs they are deferv- 
ing of praife and cfteem for the refped w'hich they otherwife pay to the Company and 
to Boni, and for the readinefs which they Ihewcd in aflifting the (!lompany in the lalt war. 

Toadja, as pronounced by the Macaflers, or Wadjo, as pronounced by the Bougineft\ 
is fituated north of the river Chinnanfe Boni, which divides this country from that of 
Boni, extending to Panekee, which, though a free flate, is efteemed a dependency of 
Wadjo, and which reaches to Cotenga. Behind Panekee and Kera, Wadjo ftretches 
northwards to Larompo, or Loehoe. To the well it touches upon the Borders of Adja 
Tamparang, or Sedeenrihg. 

It is governed by forty Princes, or Regents, amongfl: whom women are admitted 
equally with men. Thefe nobles are all obliged to remain in Wadjo ; yet, when requi- 
fitc, they are allowed to go for a (hort time to their lands, in order to effeft what may 
be neceffary ; but as foon as this is done, they mult immediately return to Wadjo. 

The forty are divided into three diftin£t bodies, or eftates, each of which has a chief 
banner or flag, to which they belong. Out of each of thefe three again two chiefs are 
chofen, one for warlike affairs, who is ftyled patara, and the other for the civil admi- 
niftration of the government, ftyled padenrang, who have for their prefident the mat- 
toua, or elected King, who belongs to neither of the three eftates, and cdnftitutes the 
fortieth Prince, fo that each divifton confiftsof thirteen members. 

Thefe fall feven chiefs, to which high authority no woman is admiflible, form an 
aflembly in whom the chief government in every thing is vefted, in the name of the 
forty nobles of Wadjo, except iti the point of making war or peace, for which the 
grand council of the forty are aflembled, in whofe deliberations the raattoua has, if 
neceflary, a double or calling vote *. 

- Upon 

* Thoogli our Dutch traveller had undoubtedly the beft opportunitiea for becoming acquainted with 
the feveral republican, or rather feudal, conllitutions which appear to prevail in the petty ftatea of Cclebea, 

It may not be' unpleafing to compare his account with that of Captain Forrelt, who navigated in the 
eadern parts of India, at different times, .from 1763 to I 77 < 5 , and whofe information on this fubjeA wa» 
obtained from the Indians, *■ Warjoo, or Tuadjoo,” he fays, “ is governed by an cleAive Prince, called 
Aramatooa. He is elected for life by the four nobles of the highell rank, called oran e*yp batta bazar 
(nobles of the great flag), from the body of an inferior nobility, called oran cay'o batta arapat palo (nobles 
of the fqi^ flag*, there being forty in number). When eleAed, if he Ihould fay, ‘ I am poor,’ which may 
be the caip the reply made to him by the nobleman who preiides at (he eleAion is, ‘ Warjoo bereonee, 
.Waijoo Warjoo guaffo,’ which fignifies, Warjoo is biare, rich, and powerful t intimating, no doubt, 

that 
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Upon thft deceafe of this eminent chief, the three eftates, or .the ^‘rty-nine nobles 
aS' they are then reduced to, are equally affembled, who eleft one of their own body 
to fucceed to his dignity, without paying any particular attention to his family ; but 
fuch regentfhips of the forty as happen to be vacant, are filled up from the neareft 
relations of the deceafed King, provided they are not born of a bondfwoman. 

Thefe people had their ll\are in the general oppreffion which was the confequence 
of the extenfion of the powW of MacafTcr, but they redeemed their freedom by the 
payment of one hundred cattis, being one hundred and twenty-five pounds of gold. 

They live very peaceably among thcmfelveSj and follow thqir commercial purfuits 
with much aftivity. I'hey are the greateft merchants of Celebes, and at prefent alfo 
the richelt and moft redoubted nation of the ifland. They pay no regard to any 
engagements either with the Company or with Boni, alleging that they have been 
cancelled 6y thgtiaft war ; fince, after that time, Wadjo has increafed in power in pro- 
portion as the cortfideration of Boni has declined. 

CHAP. XI. — Account of the Kingdom of Tourattea. — The Country of Linques, Tou- 
radja. — The People called Boadjoos. — The Kings of Ereka and Leiha. The 
Country of Cajelie. < — Its Produdions. — Tocrongan. — Its Dependencies. — Boele- 
boele. — The ijland Bouton. — - Various petty States upon the Ifland Sumbawa. - 
Pajfir and Coelf in Borneo. 

TOURATTEA extends from the river Tjeeko, along the fea-coaft to the fouth 
and eaft to the river Tino, the eaftern bank of which belongs to Bontain ; it is 
bounded on the north by Macafler, and on the weft and fouih by the fea. 

In ancient times it was inhabited by a free people, living under feveral independent 
Princes ; the chief of whom were thofe of Binano and Bankalc. The country of 
Idnqucs lies between the two laft named ftates, not far from .the bay of Tourattea. 
By the contraft of Boni, their independence was allowed by the Company, although 
the King of Boni looks upon them as his fubjefts, without admitting them. « to be 
equally allie.s of the Company. 

Touradja is a large country, lying inland, bordering to the north upon the Alforefe 
mountains, which feparate it from the' bay of Tominee ; to the eaft upon Loehoe 
and Wadjo, to the fouth upon Sedeenring, and to the weft upon the Mandharefe 
mountainiS. 

A large proportion of the Touradjefe are mountaineers and idolaters. Another 
part live upon the water, and their veffels are continually roving round Gelebes, the 
ifland of Ende and Sumbawa. '1 hefe fubfift by filhing, by the preparing of 
tripangs *, and by catching of tortoifes for the flails ; they are likew'ife called Boad- 
joos, and are efteemed flaves of Boni, or of Goach f. 

The 


that he ftall want for nothing. He then accepts of the government. Bt Tides the. four high, and the 
forty tofenor nobles, there is (till a kind of freeholders called dyons, as in Boni. .The amrhatooa can only 
keep up the number of the four high and forty inferior nobility, when they are, by want of heirs, exiinii ; 
but he cannot increafe twS number. In Warjoo, the nobility is hereditary.*' AcoQUntof Celebes, added 
to roiTefi3^(j¥byage to the Mergin' Archipelago, ps 75. 

T fenoe with fwallow, or fea flug, mentioned in the following note. Ta* 

t 1 he Boadjoo people, who are Hke wife called oran lain, or men of t^c fea, arc a kind of itinerant fifter- 
men, laid to come originally from Johore, at the eaft entrance of the Straits fef Malacca, though fome arc 
01 opitnon thac they muft have come either from China or Japan. They live chiefly in fmall covered bpats 
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The icings of Ereka and Letha, two fmall diflrifts, in the weftern part of Touradja^ 
are alfo in alliance with the Company. 

Cajelie lies upon the weftern ftiore of Celebes, towards the north, between Mandhar 
Mamoedje, and Sinlenfa, which is the fouthemmoft place belonging to the government 
of Ternate. 

By the treaty of Boni, this country was ceded to tha King of Ternate ; but the 
government at Batavia afterwards illued orders that it ftiould be confidered as belong- 
ing to the government of Macaffer. 

It ufed formerly to yield much cocoa-nut-oil, and to fumilh as much of this article 
as was wanted by the Company ; but fmce the year 1730, it has been fo much ravaged, 
firft by the internal diffentions between their own nobles, and afterwards by the 
Mandharefe, that all the cocoa-nut trees were felled for the purpofe of maJxing bent* 
ings : the land lies now almoft uncultivated and defert, and is fubjeil^^or the greatelt 
part, to the Mandharefe. 

The petty Kings of this country requefted the aid of the Company, fevenil years ago, 
againft the Mandharefe ; upon which fome veffels and troops were fent thither, 
but they behaved fo ill, that the natives forely repented having ever had recourfe to 
the Dutch for affiftance. i 

From the report of the chief perfons employed on that occafion by the government 
of Macafler, it appears that the country was then very productive in paddee ; as like- 
wife that it yielded much gold, and that in the neighbourhood of Pavigi, which is fitu- 


on the coafts of Borneo, CelebcB, and the adjacent iflanda. Others dwell clofe to the fea, on thofe iflands, 
their houfcs being raifed on poHs, a little di.lancc into the fea, always at the mouths of rivers. They arc 
Mahomedans. They have a language of their own. but no written charafter. Many B )a()joos arc fettled 
on the north-weft coaft of Borneo, who not only fifti, hut make fait, and trade in fmall boats along the 
coaft. They make fait in the following manner ; they gather fca-wteds, burn them, make a ley of afhes, 
filter it, and form a bitter kind of fait in fquare pieces, by boiling it in pans made of the baik of the ance- 
bong, cabbage-tree ; thefe pieces of fait are carried to market, and pafs as a currency for money. Thofe 
fettled bu tlic north-weft coaft of Borneo ufed to fupply the Englifti at Balambangan with rice, fowls, and 
other provifions. Many of them are fettled at the mouth of the river of Palfir, wdio employ themfelves chiefly 
in catching fmall fhfimps with hand nets, which they pufh through the mud ; the flirimp?, after being 
well walked in fea- water, arc expofed to a hot fun ; they arc then beat in a mortar, and made into a kind 
of pafte called blatchong, which has a ftrong fmtll, and is much in requtft adover India. Thefe laft Boad- 
joos may be called fixed or Ihtionary. compared with thofe who live always in their boats, and who, as 
the monfoon fliifts on the iflands Borneo and Celebes, (hilt their fituation to leeward, fo as to be always 
under the lec of the land, for the fake of fine weather. Moll of thofe who rove nuind Celebes, thougli 
they change tfoeir fituation with the monfoon, confider Macaffer as their home. When Captain Carteret 
lay at bontair|| a fleet of more than a hundred fail of their boats anchored there ; they wete from twelve to 
eighteen and twenty tons burden, and carried from fixteen tqtwcMjty men : they were all under Dutch 
colours. The Boadyoo boats which Captain Forreft faw at the little Paiernofter Iflands, between Borneo 
and Celebes, were about five or fix tons burden ; fcveral bad women and children on board, and their 
women arc faid to be capable of managing their veffels, even in heavy fcas : they lay at anclior fifhing for 
the fwallosv or fea-flug in feven o- eigl^t fathoms water. They fee the fwalluw in clear water, and ftrike 
it as ii lies on the ground, with an inflfument confiHingof four bearded iron prongs, fixed along an almoft: 
cylindrical ftone, rather fmallcr at one end than at the other, about eighteen inches long ; an iron fhot is 
fixed at the end of the ftone, next the point of the prongs. The fwalTow is dried in the fmokc, and fent 
to the China mafket. They alfo dive for it, the beft being got in deep water. The black is reputed the 
beft but there is fome of a lighter . olour, found only in deep water, which is of more value in China than# 
th<^'’l^ack, and fold even for forty dollars a picol; the pieces are much larger than the general run of the 
black fw allow, fome of them weighing hmf a pound. The white is the worft^ and is eafily goj; in ^oal 
water, on the dry land, among coral rocks, at low water s its value is about four or five dollars a pitol. 

ufeful to the Dutch EaiMndia Company, in carrying intelligence fpeedily from 

place to p1X!|. Ta. 
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atcil upon the gulph or bay of Tominee, gold is found by digging ,fbout four feet 

uniler the fa*^e of the earth. ; ^ v . 

'Toerongan is fituated inland. This negree, or townfliip, and eight others apper* 
f ^ i ning to it, bear the denomination of Wauwo Woele, or the leffer i^untains. They 
were formerly all free, and dependent upon no one ; afterwards, and pofterior to the 
conqueft of Samboupo, fix of them were admitted, at their eamell requeft, into the alii- 
ance of the Company ; and not long after the people of'Touraayo, fituated behind 
Goach, at the foot of the mountains, and feme others in that neighbourhood, were 
equally, at their own defire, included in the treaty of Boni. 

In time of war thefe places are of great importance, but moft of them are at prefent 
united with Boni j as is the cafe with Boele-boele and its appurtenances* which is 
fituated in the bay of Boni, at and near the river of the fame name. To the weft it 
has WauwaWoele, to the fouth the river Cafla, to the north the river Tanka, and to 
Ae eaft the^ores of the bay. ITiis country is likewife fometimes called Tellolirapoe j 
it has three chief negrees, or townlhips, namely Boele-boele, Lamante, and Radja, 
which are ail independent of eacfi other. 

Before and during the war of 1667, thefe people were the faithful allies of the Ma- 
caflers, who, by the treaty of Boni, gave up all claim to this country and its inhabitants. 
After that war it was poflefled by the Radja Palacca, and it was governed by him in 
behalf of the Company, remaining one of their moft obedient allies ; but after his ■ 
death, it continued under the dominion of Boni, whofe Kings now look upon it as an 
appmdage of their crown. 

Thefe are the principal matters relative to the kingdoms and ftates of Celebes, 
which I found particularly mentioned in the aforefaid manufeript account. 

I fliall, in coiiclufion, fay foniething of the more diftant countries, which, though they 
do not peculiarly belong to Celebes, have much relation to the Company’s government 
at Macafler. 

Bouton is a pretty large ifland, lying eaft of Celebes, of which I fliall fay more, in 
the account of my voy.ige from Macafler to Amboyna. 

The Kings of this ifland have equally acceded to the treaty of Boni, though they • 
have not conftantly ftuck to it ; for in the year 1752, they fufl'ered the Company’s Ihip 
Rufl: en Werk (reft and work} to be plundered by pirates, for which the Boutonners 
received a feverc corredion from the Company in the year 1755 ; they then fought 
for aid from Boni and U’emate, but not fucceeding in this, they began, by degrees, to 
incline towards peace, and fliewed an inclination to keep their engagements with the 
Company, without however, either renewing them, or paying the penalty ^which was 
impofed upon them by the Company, on account of the perfidioufnefs they had been 
guilty of. 

The petty ftates which are fituated on the oppofite ifland of Sumbawa, viz. Dima, 
Dompo, Tarabora, Sangar, Papekat, and Sumbawa, are independent of each other, 
but united together by a defenfive alliance, as far as regards their pofleftion%dn the 
ifland Sumbawa.' They are likewife all feparately the allies, and und^ the protedion 
of the Company. 

Bima lies at the eaft end of Sumbawa, about forty-five leagues fouth of the fouth- 
weft point of Celebes, and the paflage over can be effeded, in a good veffel, the whole 
year round. It is a free ftate, under whofe jurifdidion are comprehended the Straits 
of Sappy, the whole of Mjangery at the weft point of the ifland of Ende, and the ifl and 
Goenong-api, which laft Ues a little to the north of ffima. 


The 
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The Princes of Bima, Dompo, Tambora, Sani^ar, and Papdcat have, In generaJ, 
obferved their engagements with the Company pretty well ; but thofe of Sumbawa 
have, paid littJe attention to them, by the inftigation of the Macaffers and Wadjorefe, 
who refort in great numbers to thefe iflands, efptcially the latter, who are great mer- 
chants and adventurous navigators, and, with their country boats, they keep the fea in a 
moft furprizin^ manner ; they are even faid to go as far as the Englilh fettlement at 
Bencoolen, on the weft coaft of Sumatra *. 

Paffir and Coeti are two little ftates, or fea-ports, fituated on the eaft fide of the 
ifland Borneo, and were anciently conquered by the Macaffers f. 

Their Princes ufed formerly to vifit thefe places alone, or only accompanied by their 
relatives, prohibiting their other fubjefts or allies from going thither. But thefe ftates 
were received into alliance with the Company in the year 1686. 

In 1726, they were taken by the famous fugitiv'e Wadjorefe Prince and ,{iirate Aroe 
Seenkang, and Have ever fince paid an annual tribute to him J. 

CHAP. XII. — Account of Fort Rotterdam^ and of the Lands of the Company around it. 
— Difputes with the Macaffers about the Limits. — The Northern Provinces. — Occur- 
rences relating to them. — Mar os. — Siang. — Lahaccan. — Sagerce. — Southern Pro- 
vinces , — Poelembankceng. — Galijfong. — Iflands on the Coofl. — Tan ah eke ^ and the 
Three Brothers. — Bontain. — Charadlcr of its Inhabitants. — Defeription of the Bay 
and Fort, — Boelecomba. — Produhlions. — Its Road and Fort. — Bera. — S.hip- 
building, — Defeription of their Proas. — The Inhaoituais. 

HAVING given an account of the principal matters relative to the allies of the 
Company, I lliall next proceed to deferibe the Company’s own lands, which belong 
to the government of Macaffer. 

Of the Company’s poffelllons in Celebes, Fort Rotterdam is the chief. It lies in the 
kingdom of Macaffer, and belonged formerly to the pirifdiftion of Tello. It is on the 
weft coaft of Celebes, in *’'e Hith latitude of live degrees feven minutes, and is the 
head fettlement of the Company here. Ii is called Oedjrmg Pandang in the treaty of 
Boni, by which it was ceded to the Company, together with the dillriift belonging to 
it. None of the contrafls point out the exa<!:t diflance to which the jurifdiflion round 
the fort ought to be extended, on which accomit the Macaffers endeavour to circum- 
feribe it to the north w'ithin the exterior bounds of the town, or negrec, of Vlaardingen 

* Capta!n,Forreft mentions to have feen fifteen prows, from Celebes, at a time, at Bencoolen, loaded 
with a mixed cargo of fpices, wax, cafTia, fandal-wood, dollars, and the tlolhs of Celebes, called cam- 
bays. Tr. 

•)• Forreft informs us that Paffir was a colony from Wadjo, and that the Wadjorefe equally formed fettlc- 
ments on Sumbawa, and at Rhio, in the Straits of Malacca. T k. 

J Paffir feems now to be entirely fired from the influence of the Dutch, the tribute mentioned by the 
author being oftcnfibly requited for the proteftion of the freedom of the port; and in 1772, when the 
Englilh Eaft IndiaVompany’s ftiip Britannia was there, a faftory w’as intendad to be ellablilhed chiefly for 
tlie fale of opium, Indoftan piece-goods, and the purchaft of the precious commodities, fpices, goldi wax, 
&c. brought thither by the BugguelTes ; this plan was only fruftrated by a commotion taking place in 
the town, at which the Englilh commander, rather needlefsly took the alarm, and quitted the country. 
Paffir was then a place of great trade ; with two fathoms water on the muddy bar of a river that led up to 
the town, forty-five miles, the tide running a good way up above the town ; this cpnfilled of about three 
hundred wooden boufes on the north fide of the river, moft of them inhabited by Bugguefs merchants ; the 
honfe and wooden fort of the Sultan was on the fouth fide, a very little way from the river. The Bri- 
tannia ipf about fifteen miles off the river’s mouth, in fix fathoms, muddy ground. Ta 
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and iti /obwiba ; to tho footb o)itt«urdt>Uae tlie J^o ; and to the 

eafltbc7'4efin»b to extend aa;l^er,lbia(y»'BM(tiis . 'H 
, 31 >n) difl«t%Qce in this, and in nMtaa; taker re^pecb^ liewetai «|ae jUft^eadem and the 
Oaaijpany ait^ from the ciirumftance* tJtat the treaty of Bdtn reihaitMStl hi fuU force 
a^ the tonsil of Sambomo^ or rather that it tyas never alteredhtnd IhitMlded, or 
at leaft explained, upon the cnaage df affairs, although the Gompanif h^veilBee h^ 
three times at war with the. Mac^era, and the iflue has every time that 

they had only to preTcribe their conditions j yet this neccflary emendation, Itlbeia^ has 
never been thought o£ ^ 

The prefoit jurifdi^tiDn of the Company, as claimed and maintmned by thew, ex- 
tdlds from Sambong Java to what is called the Kraal ; thence northwarcf aldng the 
fait marlbes behind Bontualack, as fer as the river Patinga Loang not far from Oeqong 

Tana. • * v . 

The northern provinces include the lands of Ma]^ with the half of Sodian and 
Karras, or Cabbe Siang ; Labaccan, with Bongero and Sageree, which are the plains 
lying between Tello and I’anete, the proper granaries of Celebes } then the places 
which are fituated between thefe plains and the mountains ; and laftly, the mountain 
villages, or negrees. 

Thefe lands, which* border upon each other, have the fea to the weA ; Tanete and 
Maros to the north ; Lamoeroe to the eaA ; and the kingdom of Macaffer to the fouth. 

They were all conquered during the reign of the Macaffer King Allah Oedeeff, vC'ho 
reduced them to fervitude, and divided them by villages and lots among the nobles of 
Macafl'er, who received from the inhabitants, as from their own property, the tenth of 
the produce and the ufual feudal fervicts, rill Oftober 1668, when, upon the rqptpre 
with the MacaflTers, Maros was taken by the Company and their allies, but it fell ^l|*iun 
into the hands of the enemy on the 20th of November enfuing j however, upon the 
conqueA of Samboupo, this province was alfo fubdued by oiX people. 

In the year 1736 or 1737, when the northcin j)to\inccs were overrun by the rebpl 
Crain Bontalancas, all of them either vohmtaril) or by to cc abandoned the fide of the 
Company, and took up arms againA them ; but when Man o was iciaken in AuguA 
1737, by Governor Smout, inoA of the duels returned to iheir former allegiance, 
while the others abfeonded, though they w^ro afttiw aids purlued and taken, aa4 
imderwcni a well merited punifliment. 

Thofe who returned to their duty, together with other elnefs newly appointed, were 
fummoned in January 1738 to ^he fort, where thole who were guilty, but had returned 
of themfelves received a pardon ; and all of them, Labaccan excepted, abjured for 
ever the dominion of Macaffer, and were accordingly again received as faithful fubje^ 
to the Company. 

A juruor merchant has the fuperintcndence over all thefe provinces ; he rsAdes in 
that of Maros, between the palifadoed fort called Valkenburg and the negree A^yje* 
rang; the lands around the Company’s pagger, or palifadoed fort, in .tli^ king- 
dbro 01^ Tanete, on the* river Pantjana, are alfo under this refident. The nltxpitjer of 
negree or townAiips, over which the Company’s jurifdiftion and tlie n^tihority of 
the veAdent at Mnros extends, amounts to three hundred and feventy, • 

AlegovetAtnent of the inhabitants under the refident Maros b^des five 
'>^,#re,e^iaed by the elders of the people, fpwn ttie neardl relatives 
os wtlfe and are prelentcd to the governor and council at MaqAer, who 
omfirm «»« eleAbsy wdth a referve neverthelm for die anDreilndon of 1^ jtovem- 
HsMt an Batavia. 
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Skfig has one regent chofen from among- the natives, who js called Lonm 
Labaccan has alfo one native regent, who has ttie appellation of Crain. 

Sageree has five of tbefe regents, the chief of whpm is Crain mngalong. ^ 

The greatefi: part of the inhabitants of thefe plains, 'liowever, are Bonginefe,' who 
are very indufirious in agriculture : thefe again have their own peculiar chiefs, who 
are ap^inted by the King of Boni ; but they are, as well as the fub^^ dF the Com- 
pany, liable to the levy or the tenth part of the rice-harvcft. 

The other provinces lying between thefe plains and the mountains, have likewlfe 
their own regents appointed to rule over them in behalf of the Company, moft of them 
under the, title of Crain, with the adjedion of the name of the negree, which is under 
their authority. Thefe laft fumHh the timber and bamboos wanted for the Company*s 
poll at Soeryjerang and logs for repairing the wooden pier at Fort Rotterdam. 

Befides thefe regents they have likewife among themfelves feveral inferior chiefs, 
whom they call galarangs. They live quietly under their own laws, and in the enjoy- 
ment of their own religion ; and perform the feudal Tervices required of them by the 
Company, as their rightful lord paramount. 

To the fouth of Fort Rotterdam, on the weft coaft, the Company poffefs the fmall 
provinces of Poelem Bankeeng and Galiffong, being within tfip kingdom of Macaffer 
Proper, between the fifli-pools of Aing and the river Tjikoa ; but the little ftate of 
Sand||aboni lies in the middle. Thefe plains were fubdued 'by the Company in the 
war of 1667. 

The inhabitants of both thefe diftrids make good foldiers, and thofe of Galiffong 
are eftecmed here the beft feamen : when the Company want failors at Macaffer, they 
are obliged to ferve without any other pay than their fubfiftence. 

To the province of Galiffong belong the iiland Tanakcke, and the fmall ifiands 
called the Three Brothers, which equally by right of conqueft, arc the property of the 
Company, and the inhabitants of them their fubjeds ; as is the cafe with ali the other 
iflands which are fcattered along the weft coaft of Celebes, from the point of Touratlea 
to Tanete. The Macaffers have a colony of Touradjefe upon the iiland Great Barnang; 
but many of thefe iflands are uninhabited, fome of them are inhabited by the fubjeds of 
the Company, and a few by Bougincfc. 

^ On the fouth coaft and on the caft ihore of the Bay of Boni, the Company poffefs the 
kingdoms of Bontain, Boele Comba, and Bora, together with their dependencies. 

Bontain is bounded on the weft by the river Tino, which divides it from the king- 
dom of Tourattea ; on the north by the mountains whiph bear its own name ; on the 
eaft by the* river Kalekongang, and on the fouth by the fea. 

It Was anciently confidered among the dependent allies of Macaffer, and was ruled by 
their Kings j but it has twice been conquered by the arms of the Company and their 
allies, and was ceded to them in property by the treaty of Boni. 

It is a very picafant country, and is fertile in rice. There is a larger bay for fijips 
and veifels of all deferiptions, and the people of this land, and thofe of Boele Comba 
and Bera are the beft natured, moft peaceful and tradable, oif all the fubjeds whitjfr 
die Company have in the whole iiland of Celebes * 

This 

♦ Captain Carteret gives us Teveral inilances of the patient and unrefenting temper of the lidiabltSBtll 
of , Bontain, which occurred while he lay there. The bay he deferibes as a large oiie, where Ihips ntaiy fje 
to peneA fafety during teth the monfoons ; the foundings ^re good and regulai*, and the 1)01(010 foft inud| 
nor is there any danger in cominGr in. but a ledcre of roMi which are tibove water, add. art b 3bod mark 

-> for 
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This ktogSdin was one's i^iveri by the Orin^ifany to Radja I^ladca, as a teward for 
the great fervifc^^s rendered to them j but, from defeult of mal'e bars, to 

them, it was afterwards confideted ' as a too invportant pofleflion ever jtb fart vdth it 
ag^o, without the moft urgent neceflity. ' ' ' , ' 

ft is governed by two native regents, who bfear the title of Crain i nainesly One 'who 
rules over Bontain,’and one over Tompoboele, undw whom there are fcveral 'gai|u^gs, 
or village-cbiets. All thefe, together with the ferjeant who commands at' .the Com* 
pany’s pagger, or palifadoed fort, are under the authority of the refident, whole jarif- 
diflaon likewife extends over Boele Comba, which was alfo anciently a feparate foing- 
dora, but was brought under the yoke of the MacaiTers in later times. • 

It ftretches from the river Kalckongang, which divides it from Bontain, to Bera« 
or rather to the river Banpang, which runs between them ; to the north of it lie the 
mountains *of Kyndang, which feparate it from Boni, or rather from the highlanders 
of Touraayo ; to the fouth it is waflicd by the fea. ^ • 

This province is likewife one oT the conquefts of the Company, and its inhabitants 
ar * therefore, their fubjeds ; and they have, together with thofe of Bontain, the fame 
duties to fulfil, and enjoy the fame privileges, as thofe w'ho dwell in the Company's 
northern provinces. » 

Two head regents arc in like manner appointed to rule over this diftrifl:, namely, 
Crain Gantarang and Crain Oedjonglowe,-who have feveral galarangs under theSn. 

The land is fertile in rice, and abounds in game and extenfive forells j but the tim- 
ber is not adapted to the conftruftion of houfes. 

In the wefl. monlboii, the road before Boele Comba is dangerous for Ihips j fmail 
veffels, however, can run into the river Kalckongang at high water. At or near the 
mouth of this river (lands the Company’s palifadoed fort Carolina, in which the refi- 
dent, who is a junior merchant, has his abode. • ' 

To him is equally entrulled the fuperintendcncc over Bera, which province reaches 
from the river Bampang eaftward along the fea-coaft to the point of Laffem (called 
Laffoa in our charts), and thence northward to the point of Cadjang ; on the land- 
fide it borders upon Boole Comba, Tourang, and Kadjang, belonging to Boele- 
boele. 

The whole of this country was ceded to the Company by the treaty of Boni. It is 
barren and rocky, and yields to its inhabitants nothing but ocbee * in the room of rice 
or bread ; if they want paddee, they muft have recourfc to Boele Comba, or Bima, 
It has fome woods, from which the inhabitants, and thofe of Boele Comba, obtain 


for anchoring. The higheft land in fight is called Bontain Hill ; and when a ftiip is in the ofllDg, at the 
diftance of two or three miles from the land, (he (honld bring this hill north, or north half weft, aiid tlicti 
run IB with it and andior. In this bay there are feveral fmall towns ; that which is called Boottaid lits 



and SB intended for no other purpofe : it Tics on the fouth fide of a fmall i iver, and there is Water for a Ihip to 
«Ofoe clafe to it. Wood and water are to be procured here in great plenty ; likewife plentyof fre(l!t|irOvimns, 
^ a.ttkfonme rate ; the beef is excellent, but it would be difficult to procure enough of it for a fqoadron. 
Rice inw he had m any quantity, fo may fowls and fruit : there are alfo abundance of wild nogs in 
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ittid^g good timber for btt!ldii^|)roiai>t' tbe chief boil^itB vivdi of ihe ybhatSen 
^1*6 formerfj? at thfe place *. 

Ifhe men of Bera are tit general good tvarrioriSy both at lea and id land 
riche/t amcatg them are merchants ; the others employ themfidvee in buUd^g of 
proas, and in manufacturing a fort of coarfe white cbth^lrom the cotton which '^Jrows 
in tolerable abundance here ; a fmall annual tribute of thefe cloths is paid to the Com* 
pany. 

This country has ten regents, of whom the chief is Crain Sera. Thefe come once 
a year to Fort Rotterdam to diicharge their tribute. 


CHAP. XIII. — - Jccounf of the IJland Saleyer. — Its Produ^iions. Coveratrilsttt,^ 
Character of the Inhabitants. — Iflands of Bonaratte and Calauwe. ^iricacy dad 
Difficulty of the Government of Macajfer. — Contract or Treaty, of Btmi. — Mtjlaken 
Policy of the Company. — Declining State of thei^ Authority. — Encroachments and 
clandejline Trade of the Englijh, — - Difficulty of preventing them. — Alarm encit^ at 
Macaffer by the Arrival of Captain Carteret, in Account cf that Affair, — 

Bad Confequences of the Second never fucceeding to the Govemorfhip. — Emoluments of 
the Governor at Macajfer, — The other Servants of the CotApany. — The Companfs 
Trade, — Private Trade. — Impojftbility of preventing Smuggling. — Opinions of Go- 
vernor Mojfel on thefe Subjects. — Receipts and Charges of this Settlement. — Metnes^ial 
of Mr. Van Pleuren on the Trade of the Company. — EJiablifhmcnt (f Macaffer, •— 
Malays. — Their Chief ot Captain. — Trade of the Chinefe to Celebes. • Defeription 
of their Junk, — Departure from Macaffer. 

THE ifland Saleyer lies nearly fouth of the point of LafTem, full two leagues , in 
the ftrait between them are the Budjeroons, called by our feamen the Boeferoens, which 
are throe fmall, uninhabited iflets. 

There are feveral other iflands which lie round and near Saleyer, and belong to it, of 
which however only two are inhabited, namely, Bonaratte and Calauwe. 

The Macaflers, who had poflbffion of Saleyer, made a cei&on of it, by the treaty of 
Boni, to the King of Tcmaie ; but it has fince, in the lapfe of time and by flow degrees, 
been wrtfted from the Ternatefe, by the Company. 

Saleyer is very mountainous and woody, and there are many deer in its fbrefts. It 
produces ocbcc and batta : the lafl is a fort of millet, which conftitutes a chief part of 
the food of its inhabitants. Much coarfe blue and white ilriped cloth is made here 
of the capas, or cotton, which it likewife produces!. . 


* Thfy build their proas, which they call paduahan,, very tight, by dowling the plankt together, M 
coopers do the parts that form the head of a caik, and putting the bark of a certain tree between, which 
fweUs, and then fit timbers to the planks, as at Bnnbay ; but do not rabbet, as it is called, the planks, 
as is done there. In Europe we builti reverfely ; we fet up the timbers firlt, and fit the planks lo them 
aftei wavds. They are bigotled lo « Id modeds and fixtures in fitting their ve^ls. The largeft never CiMeed 
fifty tons. They have their bow luweied, or cut down, in a very awkwaid manner, £o as to be often under 
water ; a bulk-head is raifed a good way abaft the ftem, to keep off the fea. They have a tripod fpaft, 
with ‘a high pointed fail: the tripod malt is made of three ilout bamboos { two rlfing from the fideh'nnd 
one from the tore-part of the veffel, lathed together at the top : the two feet kbreaff are bottd lihe*ftftrer 
end acrofs. with holes about thiee inches in diameter ; and thefe holes receive the two ends of a piece of 
timber, which goes acrofs, like a main thaft ; on thefe the two abrcatt parti of fhe'tripdd turn, w Upon a 
luBSe : the fore part ot the mafi is fixed forward Ukn a mainAay, to a knee avinidihm, with a ferelnckx 
bj^ps^tek^g the forelock, the mafi is ftruck in a moment. Ta. ‘ f > 

'i Cuptm Foreit, who was caft away, b the Bonetta ketch, onafmafl, defitH, Q(hdy', 9 ^ull& dft of 
MtHed adrofi the latter b 1763, accompanied by the rcTidtnt. were icattiiM4>7 »P 

the 
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ilibi’is gojwradi fey foiiiuejen Wjgftii*, wfea irtlfeiit M th« moath 

<?f to Bw HotterdSm* with two hundred and feafoi^ed of thw 

' countrFtteflb to perform die ci;llomai^ duties of va^lageik and fo*lk fm«iitfoufe difputes 
as)tht^ may itave among tbemiohres, m order to obtain a 4edfipw*«o<ht^ 

Ttw people are puGibaimoUs and fopvHe, and^ at the lame time, qtu|!Tel||pm^ wd 
pervwfej inforaucb, that if thdr fituaUpn be not exadlly to their own liking# fhfey fot* 
mediately emigrate with the whole of thdr femily to another country. 

' A junior merchant Is pkOed here as relident in behalf of the Companyt whp has 
his abode near or in a palifadoed pagger^ or redoubt^ called Defence> which lioB^ as I 
was informed* in five degrees fouth latitude. • 

The before*mentioned iflands Bonaratte and Calauwe were given in fief to the old 
Radja Palacca. He made ufe of the firfl for a place of education and inftruflion for 
his dancing girls ; to which purpofe his fucceflbrs m the kingdom of Boni likewife 
appropriated h ; hence thefe iflands are moftly inhabited by Bonginefe, and but very 
few Saleyors are found upon tht'm. 

From thefe fliort (ketches and defcriprions of the nations who inhabit the great ifland 
of Celebes, may eafily be deduced the different relations, in which they Hand towards 
each other, and towards their neighbours, both with refpefl to their internal policy, 
and their foreign connections ; and hence may likewife be feen, how intricate aiid 
troublefome the office of governor of Macaffer muft be, in order to reconcile the jar- 
ring intereft of all thefe numerous petty Hates with each other, and with the iiiterefl: 
of his employers. 

The contract, or treaty, of Boni, which has been fo often mentioned in the preced- 
ing pages, was the foundation upon which the fuperltruCture of the Company's power 
and influence in Celebes was ereCted more than a century ago. Boni, who firil en- 
tered into this engagement, and whence it has always been called the contraCt of Boni, 
has for that realon been ever efleemed the firft and oldeft ally of the Company. It 
was at that time in danger of being fubdued by the Maealfers ; and not poffoffing 
fuflicient power to oppofe fo redoubted an enemy, it may therefore be eafily conceived 
that the Bouginefe readily embraced the opportuiuty of entering into the ItriCleft alii* 
ance with the Company, whofe power was fo great, and fo renowned throughout India, 
that whoever wore their allies might dived themfolves of all fear of being maftm4* 
This was in faCl apparent in the fequel. Macaffer was fubdued, and Bom, being thus 
freed from the fear of their hereditary adverfaries, increafed more and more in grsat- 
nefs and luftre, more efpecially during the government of Radja Palacca. It became 
an adopted political maxim, that MacalTer fhould be continually kept undar ; and *this 
has been till the prefent time fo ftrictly adhered to, that Boni has been rendered fo 
great and powerful, that it is at prefent out of all queftion to preferibe rulcsvor bounds 
to that Idngdom, although the miftake is now raoft clearly perceivable : it even tuqipens 
from time to time, and every year, that different portions of territory, whicli Apper- 
tain to the Company fey right of cunqueft, arc fuffered by the negligence W Indul- 
gence of die governors to be wrefted from them by Boni, under fome planfible pretext 
Of ofoef ; wci|le thefe encroachments are likewife afterwards unaccountably unified by 
the gqvemment at Batavia. 
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fteep'h^, that ron jAong the middle of the ifland from hortli to Ibutli, On 

ew tj»c flft lands on horfeback. He coa^utet the inhabicants of oaltyer 
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< Tiicprefent fovereign of Boni has brought it fo far that onO of 
afccnded the throne of the powerfni kingdom of Loehoe, and wliich the Cditijpa^^ 
feave^been obliged to wink at ; perhaps the danger to ^eir intereftsj’which fies In tfeta 
vail increafe of the power and influence of the Bouginefe monarch, has not been 
ciently inlifted upon by their fervants, or it may even be, that it has been reprefeiltcd 
in a favourable light. 

flereby, and by feveral other circumftances, the authority of the Company has fo 
much declined in Celebes, that their pofleflions in the ifland may be confidered as ver^ 
inferior in importance to others. Little regard is now paid to the treaty of Bom, 
upon which every thing hinged heretofore. The King of Boni has even prefuniedto 
prefer a claim upon the campon Baro, clofe to the fort, becaufe he refided for *fome 
time in it, when he had fled to the Company for protedion againft his filler AroO 
Palacca. It is not impoffible, that when this prince is dead, other darker tlouds may 
arife : for this is certain, that all the native princes are jealous of the footing which 
the Company have obtained upon the illand, and env^ them their pofleflions ; and if 
they could but remain united among themfcives, they would not let flip any opportu- 
nity of freeing themfelves from their dependence, by expelling the Dutch from Celebes, 
or at lead curtailing their power and influence. This it is what conftitutes the mod 
important, as well as the mod difficult and delicate, part of the adminidration at 
Macafler, namely, to infpire the principal nations with jcaloufy and didrud of each other, 
at the fame time preventing and avoiding, as much as polfible, all adual hodilities and 
interference, in order not to be forced to join cither one or the other. 

The Company are not only menaced on this fide, but their hereditary rivals in trade, 
the Englifli, feek likewife to edablilh themfelves here, which they had nearly effeded, 
about tbe river of Sadraboni, a few years ago. The Bouginefe, Wadjorefe, and Mand- 
harefe are much attached to them, and affid them in the purchafe of fpices from 
Ceram and other iflands. Their new edabliffiment at Balambangang gives them op- 
portunities of connexion with the merchants and other individuals of the different 
nations who refort to Pailir and Soeti, or have fettled there, and of drawing them ovet 
to their intereds : and if they were to perfeverc in their endeavours, it would be very 
difficult to prevent them from obtaining a footing in Celebes j efpecially upon confider- 
ing what happened with refpeth to the little Englifli floop of war, the Swallow, in 1768, 
whofe day at Macafler I mentioned in my former voyage ; and though the circum- 
dances attending it, were contradidled to me now that I was at Macafler, it was in 
fuch a manner as rather confirmed my belief in the credibility of Captain Carteret ; if 
a little floop-of twelve guns, witli a fick and exhauded crew, was enough to caufe fuch 
an alarm, what would be the event if a greater force were to appear in thefe feas*. 

If 

* Wlien Captain Carteret readied Macafler, from the South Seas, hia flilp's company were in . a dying 
condition, ^and it was in order to proruie refrefliment for them, and flielter againfl the approaching baa 
mOnfoon, that he touched there. Hi» arrival excited the greatdl alarm, and all the floopa and veiTcU that 
were proper for war were fitted out with the utmoft expedition. He, however, thought to have been .an 
overmatch for their whole fca force, had all his people been well ; but they were fo reduced, that a boat 
having been difpatdicd on (hore, the united Itrength of the remaining men was not fufficient to Weigh the 
anchor, though a fmall one, in order to proceed nearer to the town. As fnon as it was known who he 
was he was commanded, by a letter from the governor, “inttantly to depart from the port, withPlit 
coitiing any nearer to' the town ; and not to anchor on any part of the coalt, or permit t^ny of his people 
to land in 'any place that was under the governor’s jurifdidiou and nutwithfianding all hta remonfliitfific** 
and occulae deroonllration of the emaciated and dillrefled Hate of the Crew, the ihdrt and final anfiver of the 
deputies Wf the governor, who brought the letter, vas, “ that they had abfolote and indifpehfable orders, 

from 
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If be any-governraent amotig the Cempaixy’e ^ffeiSoiiiS, that a chief 

whe ^ a Wa of knowledge and of fouiyl judgment/ vigilant and zealous in difcovering 
eyery, tnac^ihatipn and defign t^t are dmcerted, in the fujrounding kingdbms and pro- 
vineesj it is that of Macaffer. As thefe qualities are feldom found in iuch_ perfons as 
are bifed to the head of affairs from the defk, or other employments whifcb have no 
affinity with the art of goverment, it is evident that their adininiuration cannot but be 
produftive of the moft prejudicial caiifequences ; and, for my own part, I entertain no 
doubt that there have been governors lent thither from Batavia, who have never 
become acquainted with even the names of the greateft part of the nations with whom 
they had to deal, much lefs with the various and intricate connexions fubfiftipg between 
them 'and the Company. 

j r think it a radical defeX in the management of the Company’s affairs, that fcarcely 
ever the fecond perfon, in any adininiftration, fucceeds to the office of chief governor, 
in the fettlement to which he is attached. He mart incontrovertibly poffefs more local 
knowledge than one who only knows the place by name, and who has never allilled 
at the deliberations of the local council. Yet the inode which I condemn is fo uni- 
verfally adopted, that it mull even be furmifed to be a maxim laid down by perfons in 
high authority, the motives of which it is iuipoffible to divine. 

At the fame time, the government of IViacafler not being a very lucrative one, the 
governors feldom wifli to remain long in it ; and they do not, therefore, take much 
pains to dive deep into the knowledge of affairs, each thinking that it will laft his 
time. 

Befidcs what the Company allow the governor out of the profits upon trade, and 
the territorial revenues *, there are other private advantages, wliich help to make out 
his otherwife inconfidcrable income. In the firft place, the colleXion of thte tenth of 
the produce of the earth, at which the governor is prelent, one year in the northern, and 
the other year in the fouthern provinces. Secondly, the yearly letting out to farm the 
duties on articles of confumption, for a preference in which two or three thoufand 
piafters are generally given as a prefent. I’hirdly, prefents are likewife given to the 
governor when vacancies occur among the petty kings of the oppofite iflands by their 
fucceflbrs, to procure his favour. In the fourth place gifts are likewife offered by 


from their mailers, not to fuffer any iliip, of whatever nation, to ftay at that port, and that thefe orders 
they mull implicitly obey.” I'o this Captain Carteret replied, that perfons in their lituation had nQthine' 
worfe to fear than what they futfered, and that therefore if they did not immediately allovr him the liberty 
of the port to purchafe rcfreflrmcnts, an. procure ihelter, he would, as foon as the wind vvould permit, 
in defiance of all their menaces, and all their force, go and anchor clofe to the town ; that if, at Iaft» he 
Ihould find himfdf unable lo compel them to comply with rcquiTitioni?, the reafonablenefs of which Could 
not be controverted, he would run the (hip aground under their walls; and after felling their lives a« dearly as 
they could, bring upon them the difgrace of having reduced a friend and ally to fo dreadful an extremity'# It 
was not till after he had begun to put his threats in execution, by getting under fail, and proceeding to^^rds 
th^ town> that a treaty was egtered into with him, by which, alter much altercation, he wa3 perntitted to 
go to the ba^r of Bontairi, in order to procure the ncctflary fupplies of provifiona and water, to ereft an 
hofpital for his Tick, and to find flieltcr from the bad monfpon, till the return of a fit fealpn for , failing to 
theweilward. Tr. ® 

♦ The Dutch Company {upply tht I r caller n fettlemcnts with the cloths of Indoftaii at Vai per cent, 
advant^ on the prime coil ; whateYcr th^^ fell for more is the profit of their fervinta. , Five per cent, for 
comlwiflidh aiid del Oredcrc on the Lie of nil articles, is divided between the jravek-npr aird 'the fccoiidat 
M^daffcr;^ the former haB.liitewifc an allowance of/3000 (about 175!. jRerltiig) per anaum, to m»ke 
the tixpence be is at m ^t»taining,the native princes and grandeesv Tit> 

Others^. 
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Others, uppn his coming to the government ; as for example, by thofe of J^erB^ Ifh? 
are obliged to prefent him with a new proa, made in refpefl: to Hize and fljape acceding 
• to preferibed rules, and fuch as, bang fent to^filma, or Sumbawa, fomedmes lef(C%s 
fifteen hundred piafters. And others of lefs importande ; the mode of obtmning whicih 
is not known to me. 

The other head fervants in the Company’s employ, at this place, confifts of the fol* • 
lowing officers ; 

The vice-governor, or fecond, who has the title and rank of feniot merchant. The 
trade that is carried on here, chiefly relates to his department. He is at the fame 
time commercial book-keeper, and has an afliftant, who writes the Company’s ledger. 
As is cuftomary in all the Company’s fettlements, the fecond in command is prefident 
of the council of juftice, and of other boards. All his offices, however, put together 
yield but little. Mr. Van Plcuren, who had filled this ftation for eight years, aflured 
me more than once (and I have no reafon to doubt what this worthy man told me in 
this refpeft, having heard it confirmed by fcveral intelligent and uninterefted perfons), 
■tnat taking one year with another, his income had not exceeded five hundred rix- 
dollars, or twelve hundred gilders, per annum, for the whole time he had been the 
fecond at Macafler. This fum might, indeed, eafily have been quadrupled by unlaw- 
ful means ; as by receiving prefents, in the quality of prefident of the council of 
juftice; by giving undue preferences to Chinefe merchants, or others, in the difpofal 
of the Company’s piece-goods ; by winking at monopolies in trade ; and by other evil 
moms, which arc fufficicntly notorious. 

The commander of the military is'the third in order; he has the title and rank of 
fenior merchant. 

Next 'ft^llow the ftiebandar, or mafter of the port, and the fifcal, who are both mer- 
chants in rank. 

The fecretary of police and cafliier, the winkelier, or purveyor, the refident of 
Boele-combe and Bontain, the refident of Maros, and the foldy-boekhouder, or pay- 
mafter, are junior merchants in title and in rank, and thefe, together with the preceding 
officers, form the council of polity. 

The refident on the ifland of Saleyer, has the rank of book-keeper, equally with the 
firft interpreter in the Macafler and Bouginefe languages; the latter was at that time 
thought a veiy good office ; he has two afliftant interpreters under him. 

To the military belong further, two lieutenants and fix enfigns ; of which laft, one 
is commandant at Bima. 

The lieyjtenant of the artillery is at the fame time fabriek, or infpe^tor, of the 
fortifications and buildings, and may, in certain points, be here confidered as 
(engineer. 

The equipment of, and control over, the Company’s veflels, which confift of ten 
or twelve panchallangs * and floops, employed in cruifing along the coaft, in order to 
prevait fmuggling, are vefted in an infpeftor of equipment, who has the rank of fea- 
Jieutenant. 

llie Company’s trade here- confifts chiefly in the fale of piece-goods, efpecially of 
coarfe cioth^ which arc, therefore, prohibited to be imported by private traders. At 
the time of Governor Moflel, that is, in the beginning of his government, 175a", he 
caknlated that the yearly amount of the piece-goods fent to Celebes, was one hundred 

• Country veflels, with one mail and a large pointed fail. Ta, 

^ thou^d 
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thoufand gilders, upon which the profits were efiimated at forty thoufa'nd ; but as the 
contraband trade with tlie Englifii has greatly incrcafod fince tliat time, and the 
orders from Batavia for cloths have not been properly executed, with other addi- 
tional influencing circumftances, this vent and the confequent profits, are much cur- 
tailed. , 

“ It is fo impoflible,” fays MofTel, in his Stale of India, “ to prevent finuggling at 
Macafler, on account of the many creeks and inlets of C.elebes, which afford oppor- 
tunities for a contraband trade, that 1 hold it expedient and neceirary that all private 
trade from the Spice Iflands thither ccafc and be prohibited.” Ttiis private trade, how- 
ever, is continued as heretofore, at Icaft to Amboyna and back. * 

I'his free or private trade is chiefly carried on from Macafler to Atnboyna and Ba- 
tavia in rice, flaves, tripangs, and the cloths whicii arc made 'there ; from Amboyna 
back fpecic ist moftly brought ; and from Batavia provifioiis and fuch piece-goods as arc 
not prohibited. 

The little that the Company draw from Macalfer and its appurtenances confifls in 
fapan-wood of Bima *, and fome cadjang. A fliip is, at prefent lent thither every year, 
which carries a cargo from Batavia, in the month of March or April, and returns to the 
capital of India, by way of Bima and Siimbawa. 

Governor Moflel was of opinion that this expence might be avoided, ns the nccelTary 
fupplies for the fettletpcnt at Macafler might be lent by the fliip for Banda, which calls 
there for rice, and the Bima fapan-wood might be fetched away by the Oiip annually 
returning from 'I'ernate ; while the flaves which the Company rcijuire ior their own 
fcrvice from Celebes, might be difpatcbed to Batavia by the veflels ('inploycd in the 
private trade, for which a contratt cxills between the Company and the free mer- 
chants, but which is not now availed of; according to which llxty rix-dollarl, or one 
hundred and forty gilders per head, is agreed to be paid by the Company for the com- 
vcyancc of flaves to Batavia. 

That gentleman further calculated the clear receipts of the Company, at the time, 
at eighty thoufand gilders ; in which fum were included the cxcifc and cuftom-duties, 
with the territorial revenues, which were taken at fox'ty thoufand gilders. 

I cannot determine whether any diminution has taken place in the latter fince t^he 
year 1752; but the forty thoufand gilders profits, which were then made by the 
Company upon the trade in piece-goods, and upon opium, liquors, and other articles 
of importation, have undergone great alteration to the difadvantage of the Company ; 
as at prefent Celebes is provided with the two firll articles in no inconfiderable quan- 
tities, by the contraband trade of the Englifli ; and it is not without rcafon, that. 


• In 1778, 5 ^o>ooolb. Bima fapan-wood was fold in Holland at /.ij per loolb. (rqual to about zBs. 
per cwt.) ; and upon this article the profit is fuppofed to be bctv.'cen fifty and fixty per cent.; which, 
however, is fcarctly more than enough to cover the charges of conveyance to Europe. In April lyf 9, 
the King of Siam, whence the Dutch iifed to receive much fapan-wood, but the trade to which country 
they had abandoned for fome w’me, font a letter to the government at Baiavia, informing it that tranQuillity 
was again reftored there, and that Siam had recovered from the ravages of the Avanefe ; reqtiefting, at 
the fame time, that the Company would rc-eilablifli their I'aftory, and that they would f’urnim him with 
one thoufand mnfltcts. To the firll point an anfwcr was given, that the Company could notjret accede to 
his defirc ; and as to the fecond they fent him five hundred mufkets, ftipulating that their price fhould be 
paid in fapan-wood, at/3 per picol of tzjlb. or, if need be, in wax, at the cuirent ratetof the day. The 
Stam fapan-wood would thus ftand the Company, with freight, &c. in zj rix dollars per picol, at the 
highefl, or/4. P*^’’ loolb., and the rate at which the MacafTir fapan-wood was fold, as abovemen- 

tioned, wasj^ 13 per loolb. But it does not appear that this article has, fincc that time, been procured 
from Siam. Tr. 

VOL. XX, I I apprehcnfions 
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ppprehenfions are entertained that that enterprising nation will endeavour to profecut» 
it more and more, as they arc now almofl the foie mailers of the trade in piece- 
goods from Bengal, and they feem to aim at eftablifliing themfelves likewife in the 
caftern parts of India. Yet the Company’s charges do not decreafe in the fatne propor- 
lion with their receipts : it is true, that by the good management of Mr. Van Pleuren, 
in the concerns committed to his care, the charges have been lowered thirty-three 
thouhmd gilders in the fpacc of eight years, and in the laft year he^duced them even 
to three thoufand gilders below the lateft memorial of ccconomy : but what can this 
avail, if we confider that by the above means the profits have been reduced by one 
half, anc] perhaps more, and that Macaffer is yet a lofing eftablilhment to the amount 
of upwards of eighty thoufand gilders a year ; while it cannot be expe£ted that all who 
fucceed Mr. Van Pleuren in his office fluill equal him in integrity, and Ihall facrifice 
their own intcreft to promote that of their employers *. t 

The memorial drawn up by the above-mentioned Mr. Van Pleuren, for the improve- 
ment of the Company’s trade in Celebes and the oppofite illands, feemed to me to be 
a judicious and elaborate compofition. The chief point on which he infifted, was the 
prevemtion of the clandoftine trade of the Englilh, and the rcduflion, under the Com- 
pany’s influence, of Salemparre, a kingdom vvhofe Prince is jittached to the 'Englilh, 
and has always refilled to become the ally of the Company ; for he would thereby have 
obliged himfelf not to fuffer any other nation to refort to his dominions, againd which 
lie moll ftrenuoufly objected, alledging that his country w’as open to all ftrangers who 
behaved with propriety, and regularly paid him his duties. 

When the elhiblilhment is complete at Macafler it fhould amount to eight hundred 
Europeans f; but this number is not nearly complete, on account of the great morta- 
lity on board of the Company’s outward-bound fliips, by which means fewer men are 
brought to Batavia than are wanted, and they are confiderably thinned by the un- 
healthinefs of that place, and of Bantam, whereby not only MacaflTer, but likewife 
almoft all of the Company’s pofleffions are in want of men. 

Befidcs the Europeans, the Ckmipany have, in time of war, a great number of Ma- 
lays in their fervice. I hefe people, who have emigrated in the fixteenth century from 
Johore, Patanee, and other places on the Malay coalts, and have fettled themfelves here, 
dwell in a fort of town, feparute from the Bouginefe, which is called after them Campon 
Maleyo. U’hey are under one captain, or chief, who is nominated by the Company. 
They have always been infeparaWy allied to the Company, and have rendered them 
very fignal fcrviccs both by fea and land. 

U'he C#>mpany have given the ifland Tanakekc to their captain, for his ufc. He 
came on board of my Ihip, with his brother, in order to accompany Mr. Van Pleuren 
as far as the point of Tourattca : he appeared to me to be a peculiarly friendly and 
open-hearted man, and they both poflefl'cd much fenfibility ; for when they took theii* 
laft leave of Mr. Van Pleuren the tears rolled down their cheeks ; they told me afidc, 
that they loft in him their bell, fi iend and benefactor. Indeed, I heard the fame a few 
days before he went away from Macafler from many others, both Europeans and In- 
dians, who fincerely lamented his departure, as that gentleman had made himfelf uni- 
verfally beleved, by his great affability and his generous difpofition.. 

■* In 1779 the receipts of this government amounted to /’ 6 ^tgo, and the charges to /■i63,l37, leav- 
ing a deficiency of /.loo, 053, or about 9100I. fterling. Tr. 

f In 1776-1777 the eilablifiiment at Macafler conlUIcd of 57 perfons in civil, and 3 in eccleliaftical 
employments, 13 lur^coiis and afliftants, 27 belonging' to the artillery, 178 fcamen and marines, 502 fol- 
diers, and 72 mechanics; in 311852 Europeans. Ta, 
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The Company have, for many years, allowed a Chinefe junk to come here, direft 
from China, every year, to bring thither the goods which are exported from that 
country, and which otherwife would be clandclliuely introduced into the ifland by 
that intriguihg nation, whom it would be impoflible to exclude ; and the Gonipany\s 
cuftoms are now benefited by it, as, if I am rightly informed, every junk pays three 
thoufand Spanifli dollars in duties. The paffes for thofc veffi ls are granted by the 
government at Batavia, where they are obtained by the chief of the Chinefe nation, 
who fends them over to the merchants in China, and for which it is faid that he receives 
full eighteen thoufand rix-dollars 

As foon as thefe goods are landed, every merchant, for there av - fevera^of them 
who come in fuch a junk, expofes his commodities for fale in a large houfe, which is 
peculiarly adapted for that purpofe. This houfe is the daily refort of a great number 
of people, particularly Macaflers, Bouginefe, and Wadjorefe, fo that the merchandize 
imported is fpeetlily difpofed of. 

Thefe merchants take in returft trlpangs, and Spaniih dollars, both which render 
them good profit in China ; and they are generally able to obtain forty thoufand 
dollars, as the governor here Mr. Van der Voort aflbred me f. 

On my former voyage, when I was at Batavia, I wanted very much to have feen the 
infide of a Chinefe junk. Thefe are called here wankon, and as there was one lying 
alongfide of my fliip in the road, 1 took the opportunity of gratifying my curiofity. 


* Abrnit 3900I fterling. T r . 

t Some judgmtnt may be formed of the trade carried on by the Cbitiefe to the cadern iflands, from 
tbe following curious and iiitertfting llatement of the outward and return cargoes of a Chinefe junk, from 
China to Snoloo, an iiland, or rather an archipelago of iflauds, north of the Molucca^, as given us by the 
intelligent Captain Forrclt. 

1 -ifl of articles that generally compofc the cargo of a Chinefe junk, of which two come annually from 
Amoy to Sooloo : 


3000 Galangs (falvars of hrafs), feven to a picol . 

100 Picols irori, in fmall pieces like Bengal iron 
Sugarcandy, a quantity, per picol 
50 Raw filk, ditto 

30C0 Pieces black kowfongs, a kind of nankeen, per piece 
5COO Pieces konipow, wdiite ftrong linen 
50 J Kangans, tv^enly-five in a bundle, called gandangs, per 
gan clang 

200 Quallis, an iron thin pan, three feet diameter each 
500 Neils of quallis, thiee in a tuii . , 

l,CCo,coo Pieces chiiiaware, per hundred • 

200 Pieces of flowered iilks 


dollars 

Coft in 
Ch'nt. 

Selling 
•t Sc'( 

70 

• 

4 

8 


7 

. 10 


400 

. Coo 
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7 
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r 
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1 

* % 2 


1 

• 2 

. 

6 

10 


ht ndcs tea, cutlery, and other hardware, hrals wire, gongs, beads of all colours, fircw'orks^ &c. See. 


The returns arc in the following articles : 


Cojft in 
Soolr'o, 

dollars 1 5 
10 

15 


Black fwallow, per pfcol 
White ditto 
Wax 

Teepye, or pearl oyftei.fhclb 

Birds' ntfts, per catti • . . 6 , 

Alfo tortoife-fhell, agal agal, a fea-weed ufed as gum, or glue, and many other articles ; fuch as 
earooang-oih clove-bark, black wood, ratans, Togo, various barks for dyeing,, caflia, pepper, native cam* 
phor, fandahwrood, curious (hells for grottos, pearls, fcedpeai l, and fpicts." { 

Forrest's Voyage to New Guinea, and tie Moluccas, p. 525. Tr. 
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As foon as I came on board, with the company that were with me* we wef^ recetvted 
wii^ great politenefs by the Chinefe chiefs, and tea, conf'ctionery, and fruits were fct 
before u*^, previous to our taking a view of any thing. This velTel carried three marts,' 
of which the largeft ;ind middlemoft was nearly of the fame thicknefs as the main-malt 
of my /flip tile ()u\vcrkerk (a fhip of one hundred and fifty feet in length), and it was 
made of one entire piece of timber. The length of the junk, from the exterior of the 
rtern to the extreme point of the head was, according to my computation, one- 
hundred and forty feet, 'i'lic hull was feparated into as many different divifions as 
there were merchants on board, each Ivaving a diftinct place to flow his commodities 
in. Th-j water was likewife diftributed in feveral refervoirs, and being ftarted in bulk, 
was drawn up by buckets through hatches which opened in the deck. The furnace 
for cooking was by the larbtiard fide of the main-mall upon the deck ; for thefe veffcls 
have but one deck ; and wc law the vi£luaJs drclled there, in a much cleaner and 
neater manner, than is praclifed on board of European fiiips. At the rtern were feve- 
ral tiers of little cabins, or huts, made of bamboos, as well for the officers of the veffel 
as for the merchants. Exactly in the middle between thefe was the fteerage, and in 
the center of it was a fort of chapel, in which their jofs, or idol, was placed; they 
bring every ytyar a new one with them from China, which js then jilaced in their 
temple, and the old one f)f the former year is taken away, and carried back to China ; 
and they never begin to land any part of the cargo until the image of this idol, which 
is made of gold, and is about four inches high, has been font oa'fhorc out of the junk ; 
both onboard and on fliore they continually burn lights and incenfe, and in the even- 
ing fomc filver paper, before the idol. The riakler is not attached to the veffel by 
pintles and googings, but it is hung in ropes made of cane, and is very different in 
lhape from thofe wc ufe. I’heir ancltors arc crooke d pit-ces of timber, to which heavy 
ftones arc tied to make them fink. The whole of their tackling, both cordage and 
fails, is made of cane. 

On the i5ih of February my ffiip’s company were nuiflered by the fifeal and depu- 
ties from the council of jultice of Macaffer. 'riiirty-one hands belonging to the ffiij) 
were left behind here in the hofpital, inofl of whom were afllicled witit bad ulcers on 
the legs, and had not been pi'operly treated by the fl)ip’s furg -on, as the furgeon of 
the place gave us to undcrfland ; we received on board, in their room, feventy-fix 
other Eurt)pean I'ailors. 

The following clay, at half pall feven in the morning, Mr. B. Van Plegrcn, with his 
lady and two children, came on board, being, by appointment of the fuprenie Indian 
govcrniiKinr, of the 7th ofNovcniibor i774, made goveniorofthe province of Amboyna, 
after having had tlie chief aduiiniflration as feconcl of the government of Macaffer. 

The ceremonies which were; ohferved on tlie occafion of his departure were as 
follows : at half pall fix o’clock the governor of Macaffer Mr. P. G. Van der Voort, 
with all the members of the council of polity, thofe who were married being accom- 
‘panied by their ladies, came to the houfe of Mr. Van Pleurcn^ in order to conduft him 
to the pier-head, where he was to embark, the garrifon being in the meantime under 
arms, and the drums beating a march : after having taken fbme refrefhnients, the 
former walked with Mrs. Van Plcuren, and the latter with Mrs. Van der Voort, fol- 
lowed by all the members of the council, from the fort to the pier, where a boat lay 
ready to convey Mr. Van Pleuren, his lady, his children, and the deputies from the 
government, on board. As foon as the boat put off, a falute of twenty one guns was 
fired from the fort, which was anfwered by the Company’s bark, the Moffel-, which 
was iikewife deftined to go to Amboyna, with nineteen, and by tile other veffels, 

both 
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both thofe bolo'nging to the Company, and thofe of private perfons, with a lefler 
number. 

When Mr. Van Pleuren and his company were on board, a falutc of twenty-one guns 
was fired by the Ouwt rkerk, and at the latt gun the flag was hoifled at the mail-head. 
We fliortly afterwards weighed anchor, and fleering between the reef of Great Lyly 
and the rock, we fainted the fort with one-ar.d-twenty guns, and were anfwered with 
the flime number : in half an hour afterwards, having got out to fea, the deputies troai 
the government returned on ftiorc, and we laluted them with nine guns. 

CHAP. XIV. — to Amhojna. — Strait of Tanakehc. — View of Bantam. — The 

IJIand Salcycr. — The Budgerouns. — Bropofil for fortifying them. — View of the 
Iflands Cahync — Paffunganc — Bouton. — Aceoimt of the latter. — Confrahl of the 
King ndth the Dutch. — Extirpations cf Spice-trees. — Dangerous Pq/fage between 
Bouton ^and the Toucan-bcfjts ' — Dwaaf or AKflahe-bay. — hew of the IJland Bouro. 
^TBryPecount of it. — View of the IJland Amblauw. — Of /tmboyna, and fix of the Ijlands 
belonging to it. — Strange NeglePl with ref peel to Signal-flags. — Short Account of the 
' Bay of Amboyna. — Anchorage in it. — Ceremonies upon the Arrival of the new 
Governor. * 

A'J’ three o’clock, P.M. we were conflraincd by contrary winds and currents, 
to come to an anchor dole to the ifland Galiflbng, where we lay that night. 

The next day, being the i yth of February, \\<e. weighed anchor at daybreak, and 
fet fail, fleering along the coall of Celebes, for the pallage of Tanakcke, which we 
reached at ten o’clock, and about eleven we had palled the narrovvell and inoft dan- 
gerous part of it. 

The fpace between this ifland and that of Celebes, is, of itfelf, large enough, but 
the paffage is narrowed, by more than one half of the dillance over, by a reef which 
flretchcs out from Tanakeke towards Celebes, and by a funken rock, which lies about 
half a league fouih-weft from the point of Sandraboni. 'i'he depth in the palfage is 
from twelve to ten fathoms. At funfet we had doubled the louth-well extremity 
of Cjelebes. 

At funrife, on the following morning, w'e were abreaft of Bontain, which is re- 
markable by its very high hills, being the termination of the range of mountains run- 
ning through Celebes from north to I'outh. At the fame time we came in fight of 
liie illand Saleyer, and fleered for the point of Lafloti, which is the Ibuthermoll land of 
Celebes. In the afternoon w'e favv the Buclgeroons lying eall of us. 

d’hefe are three fmall iflands, which lie nearly in a line, in the direcllon of north- 
weft and fouih-eaft. 'I’hey ahnofl entirely block up the pafl’age between the fouthern 
part of Celebes, and the northern part ol Saleyer, the W'hule fpace between which 
is about a. league and a half. The norihermnoll and I'outhermnofl of thefe iflets 
lie, refpetlively, fo clofl; to the point of Lallba, and to the north end of Saleyer, that 
there is no pufVage fur fliips between them and the larger iflands, and not^venTor 
fmall veflels, but attended with danger ; they therefore pafs this llrait between the 
fouthernrnufl and middlemoll, or between the latter and the northeramoft of the 
Budgeroons. Both thefe palfagcs feemed to me, by the eye, to Ife about three- 
eighths of a league in breadth. The Ihorcs of the middlemoft ifland are perfectly 
clear all round, and fo very bold that there is no foundings with a line of one hundred 
fathoms. 


This.. 
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^ (lH|l|/dan^erous parts of nasrifatioas for qr 

MofodSeSiks, or’fRfe' fpice<iflatids» and there is xu> avqidin|r it going 

the fouth'of S«dey^» which is a much more hazailibtn rontey t^^^ of 
the grc$;t4Milnber of Ihoals add funken rocks which abound'tneML a^ |ii^*eithor not 
'4clid ^wA^ extremdiy inaccurately in the charts; though I ^fenow^ areceht 

' ^ftance of <|^^mpany's il^, which was obliged to take that noui O., I tiwbg beet* 
driven to by the cufr^ts. 

For this retW, 1 am fuiprized that the Company have not erel9K«|it a few good 
batteries, provided with heavy artillery, upon the middlemofl of the Sh(|||^oons, in 
order to (dock up this paiTage to foreign veflels, which muft fail cbiGtl lw|^w|ius iflapd, 
and would, therefore, be forced to run under the guns of the battetwltipphillt they 
would have enough to do to work their fails, and would not be able to swni the fire. 
The objefdon which might be made to this plan, fouiM^A fkat this i^ot'do^ ftot aford 
any thmg for the fubflilcnce of the men who migntiMd ’placed thdre» and |^rhaps nqt,. 
even that mofl: neceflary of articles, frefh water, 1? ^ifOfily obviated, for thc^-lfiiiMwpany's 
relidencics of Roelecomba and Saleyor, could cosdhlBdy {afovid^thofiit whoiisere garri* 
foiled here, uith every thing they wanted ; befidea, 'thany men 'would not be required, 
for there could be no danger of ever being obliged 10 refift the ji^tack of an cmemy 
upon the ifland ; fur it would be impoflibie for a boat to land if thm wore any bat* 
tcry upon it. 

As foon as we had come withitt two cables* length of the rniddlomon: ifland, in 
order lo pafs between it and the northernmoft, we were encountered by a ftrong cur- 
rent fetting with the utmoll violence to the weftward, fo that we were obliged to allift 
the fleering of the fhip by manoeuvring with the fails. The current ran with fuch 
force, that although we had a ftiff gale nearly aft, and the fliip feemed to advance 
upon the water full five leagues, we made, in efFed, little or no progrds towards 
getting through the ftraif. In about half an hour, however, the current dccreafed, 
and eight o’clock, P.M. we had cleared this dangerous palTage, and fte^qd for the 
ifland of Cabyne. 

In the mean time, a fmall veffel, which had been difpatched by the refidcnt of 
)&oliteun and Boelecomba, with rcfrefhments for Mr. Van Pleuren, came alongfidc of 
us, while we were ftruggling with the force of the current ; there was the greateft 
danger of its being ftove to pieces againft the Ihip’s fide by the violence of the i<p- 
ph'ng, and the Indians who were in it call off the rope, and we thereby loft one of our 
Jailors, who had been ordered into the boat to aflift in handing over the things they 
brought. As foon as the veflcl fell aftern fhe fleered for Saleyer, and we very foon 
loft fight of 1i er. 

On the following morning at funrife, we faw the ifland Cabyne, bearing eaft-north- 
qaft and eaft by north, eight or ten li^agues : we were ftill Hkewife in fight of the coaft 
bf Celebes, and of the ifland Saleyer. We fleered for the foutbem point of Cabyne j 
brJ- we were prevented by calms from coming abreaft of it till the sift 'of February, 
l^lien we alfo got fight of the iflands PalTangane and Bouton, bhkh form the ftraits 
qf Bouton. 

Bouton is ^ large, middling high, wd woody ifland. It b a jcjfi^dqm of itfelf, to 
which the neighbouring iflands likewife belong. The long of Bputon is in alliance 
lii||||b.|be Company, who pay him a yearly fum of onebundfj^ fifty iqin-dQllars in 
itqw Butch coin, upon condition that he fhould ijtuK only p^tmk dRe euwtu^n by the 
Comply of all the clove-tiecs in this and the ijeighlSOwiBsg; ifiandii^ aflift them 

in 
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in effe£ting it. Foi* this purpofe the Company annually fen^ owt 4 ferjeant, who is 
ftyled th«/^tirpator, and who goes through the woods caufes 

all the crovie-tfeetf“i^icli,.iife meets with to be £ui^dowf^!-'itl*fnp,"l|t|% is ob- 
liged to provitk^hini guidtes '•utd teti»i|(rcters, as likewiite'^lth lif'i fte ftand in 

need of them. /Shf, Sts years, he has been negligent ^ fulfilling his 

engagementijt* «llj^''h^wtjjh'eral times, tipoo various pretehiees, hindered the extirpator 
in his fLarch.liliift’l^kfeeftyees, the government in India have th<»igh|;ft to withhold 
the abovemaii&il^^i^aniery allowance this year, in order tp try, that means, 
whether thSlfe^j^loflilg this annual revenue (for one hundred and fifty rix-dollars,. 
or three hp^^dWw tfeid fixty gilders*, is really a cbnfiderable futn in the trea/n-y of this 
prince) v»|ll not filffice to make him ftick more clofely to his contradl, and be more 
active in stalling the Company to deftroy this rich produdtion in his country, for the 
benefit of 

the /aim weather which accompanied us from Cabync, til! we were without tlie 
dVntcan-beins, that is cotninohly failed over in one day, or in a 

day and a half, the 2jdth of Februat^ that we could accomplilh this part 

of the navigator had iio violent currents, either for or againft us, though we 
met with fome, bht they neither held any regular courfe, nor did the moon feem to 
have the leaft infiuence upon them. 

'I'iie paflage between the ifland Bouton and the Tpucan-beffis is the fecond dangerous 
part of the navi^tion for Ihips going to the Moluccas, or fpice-iflands. The channel 
is, it is true, wmer than that of the Budgeroons, for, by my calculation, it is about 
four leagues over, from the neareft part of Bouton to the welternmoll of the Toucan- 
beffis, but the danger is of longer duration, by the numerous little illands which form 
the chifter called the Toucan-beffis, all of them cither connefted or furrounded by 
rocky flioals, over and between which very rapid currents fet itrongly to the ealU 
ward : a gTeit and dangerous fiat called the Hoefyzer, or lieiieilioe, lies one and a half,, 
or two leagues fouth of them, upon which many vcU'els ol the Company have been 
wrecked. 

Along the ihore of Bouton, there Is, indeed, no danger to avoid but the land itfelf,. 
bur in the narroweft part of the pafTage begins a large bay, which runs into the land,, 
weft and north, into which there is much dariger of being drawn by the currents 
wlifch fet info the bay, if the point oppofiie to the Toucan-beflis be approached too 
near in calm Weather ; and if you have once fallen into the bay, there is no getting out 
till the weft monlbon fets in again, and it may even be confidered a fortunate cir- 
cumftanceto fucceed in getting out then : fome of the Company’s fliips tha< have been 
drifted in, have been five or fix months before their repeated attempts to get out have 
fucceeded ; and among other inftances, when Mr. de Clerk went as governor to Banda, 
he was detained a whole year in this vexatious gulph, before he could profccute hb 
voyage ; our navigators have, on this account, given it the appropriate name of Dwaal,. 
or Miftake-bay. ■ 

'1 he two principal ol the Toucan-bclfis iflands lie, by the eye, about half a league 
north-north-eaft and fouth-louth-weft from each other ; I faw the northemrooft, which 
is the higheft, atthp diftance ( f nine leagues ; they are inhabited by a pt^Ie who do 
not fuffer any ftrai^|||ieni|lp and efp*. dally fto Europeans among them. 

On the evenme|^f^ ift of March, at funfet, we difeovered the ifland Bouro, bear- 
ing eaft-north-eaj| w^lhiiiiteen or fourteica leagues off by computation. 
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TMs ifland Is of an oval fiiape, the longed diameter of which extends eaft andt 
Part hf its northern coad is inhabited by a people who are fubjefl:s of the Company^ 
and arc governed by their Oran Cayos, who have each a dap, or deputy, under 
them. The interior parts, which confid of very high mountains, are the haunts of 
the Alforefe, or wild mountaineers. The fouth coad is now deferted, on account of 
the coiuinual invafions of the Papuas. 

The Company have a fraall fortrefs in the bay of Cagely, at the norfh-ead end of 
the illandf A book-keeper, who belongs to the edablifliment at Ambo^na, is the 
chief there. 

On the\th of the fame month w'^e faw the ifland Amblauw, which fies '^bdut two 
leagues foulh from the ead point of Bouro. It is but thinly inhabited. A corporal 
and four men were formerly dationed here to defend the inhabitants from the incurfions 
of the Papuas * ; but at prefent there arc no I'.uropcans upon the ifland. iJt now be- 
longs to the fcttlement of Larike upon the ifland of Aipboyna, whereas it for bicrlv-» »{t?' 
reckoned an appurtenance of Bouro. ^ 

On the 6th of March we w'^eathered this ifland, and faw Amboyna at a didance, 
bearing cad-north-ead. 

The next day, at funrife, we were in fight of fix iflands bclftnging to the govern- 
ment df Amboyna, namely, Amboyna, Ceram, Kelang, Manipa, Bouro, and Am- 
blauw ; and an hour afterwards w'e likewife faw the ifland Bonoa ; we deered for the 
point of Alang, which is the wedern extremity of Amboyna. 

About three o’clock in the afternoon we got fight of the enfign at the factory of 
Larike, fituated on the wedt coad of Hitoe, which is the northern peninfula of Am- 
boyna, and on approaching Larike to within half a league, we were faluted by the fort 
with thirteen guns, which we anfwered with five. 

Hence we failed, at the didance of a cable’s length from the fliore, to the point of 
Alang, where we faw the fignal flag of recognizance for my fliip flying, about five 
o’clock; this was red above, and white below; and on the other hand the fignal flag 
which w'c fliould have hoided in return, was to have been, agreeably to the lealed 
iiidrudions given me at Batavia, one with three horizontal dripcs, red, white and 
red ; but fuch a flag had been totally ncgleftcd to be put on board at Batavia : the 
like occurrence happened to me before, when I failed to Bengal, in the year 1769. 
Of what ufc are fignal flags of recognizance, if one is unprepared to hoid the an- 
fwering fignal A Ihip’s captain can never himfclf take the neceflary care to be pre- 
pared for them ; for the letter of indruflions, containing thefo fecrct-fignals is put 
into his hanlis fcaled, with directions not to open it till in a certain latitude ; as in this 
indance I was not to open mine till 1 had made the ifland Bouro. 

Having got to about an eighth of a league from the point of Alang, the pilot of 
Amboyna came on board of us, with a written order from the governor of the province 
to pilot the fliip into the bay. 

*~'T'TW'bay, which is formed by (wo large peninfulas, Hitoe and Lcytiraor, conneCled 
together, to the ead ward, by a very narrow idhmus, called the Pafs of Baguewala, 
and which i^uditute the ifland of Amboyna, is, at the entrance, between the points of 

* In Match ant! April the Papuas of New Guinea and the iflands Salwatty, Aroo, and Myfol, are apt to 
aflcmble in great numbers, and make war on Gilolo, Ceram, Amboyna, Pouro, Amblauw, and m iar as 
Xulla-btfly. ^ About the year 1765 the Papuas plundered the ifland of Amblauw, and carried off many 
of the inhabitants. In 1770, upon an incurflon of a number of the Papua boats, who failed up the ftrait 
of Patieniia, which diviiles ISachian from Gilolo, the I>.utch took the Kajah of Salwatty prifoncr, and he 
was fent into baiiifltnient to the Cape of Good Hope. Tr. 

‘ 8 Alang 



ACCOyMT <a CBt^BSSf AUBOVifAt &C* 


taa HE graauauy inrrow^ iS iff ' 

I my aachoring'grouiid, aluit th^ 

iiuui vuc vawtE 9 (QM^tu 11 viu MIC iiiOfCt in ^^irty sind lucnrc f^thom^ ' wnti^ jm )|s^n^ y the 
whole of the remainder is without foundings, not even with a line of one hundred 
fathoms : a cooftant current likewife fets into the bay on one fide, and out i^n on the 
other : this m^es it very difficult to enter, efpecially if you have not a' leading wind : 
if you are beoalmed, which is not unfrequently the cafe under the lee of high land, 
and get into the ftream that runs out to fea, you are foon driven entirely out of the 
bay by it, and may be in danger of being drifted to leeward of the ifland, and thereby 
of lofing the voyage entirely. The place where the Ihips anchor is clofe to the Ley- 
timor ftjore, under the guns of Fort Vifloria, in twenty-five fathoms; it is three- 
fourths of a cable’s length from the Ihore, and there is no ground a (hip’s length 
fai^her out. ’ 

■Wepli^d to and fro the whole of the following night, in order to work farther 
up the bay, the wind being north-eaft, and thus in our teeth. 

On the morning of the 8th of March, at daybreak, we found ourfelves about half 
a league from the point of Alang, fo that we had advanced but little. The fmall 
veffels, which are called corrocorros and orembays *, ten or twelve of which had 
come to our affiftance.in the night, to tow us in, had been of very little fervice j for the 
llighteft puff of wind moved the (hip fafter than they could row or paddle. 

At noon we were at the Laha, which is a point that runs out from Hitoe, one 
Dutch mile from Fort ViSoria : at two o’clock the deputies from the government at 
Amboyna, namely, the fenior merchant, and fecond Villeneuve, and the filcal. Schilling, 
accompanied by the lady of the latter, and the lady of the captain commandant of the 
military. Van der Brinke, came on board, in order to congratulate the governor upon 
his fafe arrival thus far, and to condufl him and his lady on (hore. 

We foon afterwards had a frelh breeze from the north-weft, which carried us at 
three o’clock to the road, where we dropt our anchor in twenty-five fathoms, fandy 
bottom. We faluted theafort with twenty-one guns, and were anfwered with the lame 
number; at four o’clock Mr. Van Pleuren went on (hore, with his family and the de- 
puties, in a country-boat, upon the mafiof which a flag with a pendant under it, was 
hoifted, and we again faluted with twenty-one guns* 

As foon as His Excellency landed, he was received upon the pier by the ex-govemor. 

Van der V , together with the other members of the council of polity, with thw 

kdies, and paffing through a double file of native buighers, or mardykers, <(fho were 
drawn up before the gate of the fort, he vUnt into it, and out again at the landgate 
where the whole garrifon flood under arms, and where likewife the Chinefe flood 
ranged m order with their little flags, to the houfe of Governor Van der V As 

foon as he was feated, the garrifon fired three volleys, which was each time 



f outrigger*, haviog an high-arehed ftem and ftern, like the ooint« 

of a half-moon. They are chiefly ttfed by the inhabitant* of the Molucca iflands, aud the Uutcfhave 
fleet* of them at ^bopa, which they employ a* guardacoftas. They have them from ?M^rv fmall 
fize, to above ten ton* burthen. On the crof*-j^e*, which fuppott the outriggers, are often nut fore 
and aft, ^nk* on which the prople fit and padtfie, befidee thofc who fit in the ffflel on tunw ’ In 
fowth t^r can be paddUd very faft, a* many hands may be employed to diflfctent ra^» or rows 
They are l&ered with two c^taoodie* (broad paddle*} and not with a wETthe^ a„ 

of the water th^ ofe oam, but on the outriKjren they alwavs ufe An ‘ 

be a fmaU cortoiibrro, wfihom outrigger*; If ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ "'“‘‘"‘J' 

VOX.. XI. K K 
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* 

W |0in from the feat, as was aiib done upon the three w)^ey8 iof the 

alt^ which, a few inore guns ware fired from the fort, wl«ch/;oncluded th^ cefemuMity 

of the day. i 

CHAP. XV. — Account of Amboym. — ■ IJihmus of Ba^tiewaht. ~ BnjeS for cutting, 
through it, Abandoned when half completed. — - Deferiptioh of the Bay of Amboyna, 

— Its natu/al Strength. •— Difficulty of Anchorage. — Road of Forti; Vibloria. — Cur- 
rents fetting in and out of the Bay.—^ Peninfulas of Leytimor and Hitoe . — Their 
Soil and Appearance. 

V 

THE province of Amboyna, which is the firft in rank among the poCefiions of the 
Company in India, becaufe it was the firil which was fubdued by their arms, comprizes 
. eleven iflands, both great and fmall, or twelve, if the little ifland of Molina be taken 
into the account ; thefe are, Amboyna, Ceram, Bouro, Amblauw, Mampa, Kej^ng, 
Bonoa. Ceramdaut, Noufik'laut, Honimoa, or Sapjsaroua, and Oma, or^ 4 i[Stfocha ^ 

' the three laft of which are likewife called the Ulialfftrs. 

As, however, Valentyn has been very ample in his account of this province, for 
which he had the bell opportunities, as he refided in it for federal years, and, as his 
work is to be met with in moil libraries *, I lhall confine myfelf to fome Ihort remarks, 
and to fome pardculars which 1 thought worthy of obfervation, and committed m 
paper while I was there. 

According to my own obfervation, the middle of the ifland of Amboyna lies in 
three degrees forty-five minutes fouth latitude, and one hundred and forty-five degrees 
call of Teneriflfe. It confifts of two peninfulas connefted together by a narrow ifthmus 
of about three hundred and fixty roods acrofs, which is called the Pafs of Baguewala, 
from a village, or negree. Handing near it, upon the peninfula of Hitoe, over againft 
the negree of Hoetoemoeroe, upon that of Leytimor, which are the names given to 
the two peninfulas condituting the ifland of Amboyna. 

As the fmall veffels which go from the fort to the Uliaifers, mud, on account of 
this pafs, or idhmus, take a great circuit,, or elfe be draggid over it, Mr. Padbrugge, 
the governor of this province, about the year 1683, formed a defign of cutting 
through the idhmus entirely ; nature feemed as it were to have pointed out the pro- 
priety of doing this, by the branch of a little river which runs out of Hitoe, and is 
called Matta-paflb, or the eye of the pafs, by the natives. The work was begun, 
from that place to the eadward, right acrofs the ifthmus, and it would foon have 
been crefivned with complete fuccefs, had not two idle fancies have been the caufe of 
its interruption ; the firft was, that an idlS^ was darted, that as foon as this cut fliould 
■be effefted, the currents would fall through it with fuch violence into the bay of Am- 
boyna, that the Kaaimanlhoek, or Alligators Point, which is a point of land proje^og 
far out from Hitoe, about the middle of the bay, would be waflied away, and that fhips 
"wtfflld in confequence be no more able to come near the fort ; the other was, that 
the Amboynefe, who were employed in the work, refufed to proceed farther with it, 
becaufe^ey made one another believe that in digging blood had been found tq idue 
from the earth, which was an infallible fign of fat:^ confequences } and however ridi- 
culous the latter might be, it was not by any means poffible to get them to go on. 

-' A The work here alluded to ii a deferiptton and hiiloiy of the Eaft-Iudies, ih Hotch, in five vSlliiAea 
lotki* vuUillicdat Amfterdam in 1724. Ta. . „i 

The 
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HieiforMer dbje^Kon was fcarcelylefs abfurd, as it appeals UBdenfebly that the fea, 
eahward of^he pa^j is not at all moite elevated than the wat«r inlhe bay of Amboyna* 
as the intel%ent engineer Von Wagner, who has accurately furveyed ba^ ^^reSf has 
found, and affured me. There whs thus not, the leaft probabdhy that the jCurrfiAts could 
havi^ fyiiMi throdgh this openipg, and have had the evil efteft which was fo ground- 
lefsjy apprehpndid. This work of public utility, and of particular advantage to the 
Company, vm therefore ftopped, and no one has fince thought of oindertaking it 
anew ; although Mr^ Von Wagner has even told me, that he has frequently demon- 
urated how eafy the cut could be completed, there being now no more than about 
ninety roods of land to cut through, yet always to no purpofe. » 

The arm pf the fea which is now included between thefe two peninfulas, bears 
the appellation of the bay of Amboyna. I do not believe that there is any harbour in 
the world which is naturally fo ftrong as this. From the point ot Alang to the Pafs of 
Baguewala it is about five leagues, but from the point of NoulTanivel to the fame fpot, 
fcarcely three and a half leagues, Vdeep : the breadth is unequal ; it is narroweft be- 
tween the point of the Laha and the oppofite Galghoek or Gallows Point, Whe^e it 
is about one Dutch mile over, and between the Kaaimans or Alligators Point, and 
that which projects eaft of the land of little Hativa, where, at low water, by tneans 
of a rocky Ihoal on the Leyiimor, and a fand on the Hitoe fide, the pafiage is fo con- 
traded that adventurous perfons have more than once croffed it on horfeback* although 
the water between them is full eighty fathoms deep. 

The diredion of the bay, according to that in which the two peninfulas lie, which 
bend round and meet each other at the pafs, is north-eaft and fouth-weft. , ; 

The point of Alang, or the weft point, on Hitoe, and that of Nouflanivel, corruptly 
called Nofanipe by our feamen, or the eaft point of the bay, lie about two let^ues 
eaft'haif'fouth, and weft- half-north from each other. 

From the point of Alang, or paft Lillibooi, to the point of the Laha, there is no 
anchpring-ground at all, except clofe to the rocks which border the whole length of 
the fliore, and upon which, efpecially in the eaft monfoon, a tremendous high furf 
continually breaks ; but juft pall the point of the Laha, there is an inlet, or bay (Laha 
in the Amboynefe language fignifying a bay), in which a fleet of five-and-twenty (hips 
can anchor in fafety, particularly in the weft monfoon, in twenty-five and thirty 
fathoms, good fand ground ; the anchorage is about a piftol-lhot from the fliore, where, 
in cafe of neceflity, (hips may likewife be care^sm^^d. This was the place where the 
Dutch fleet, under command of their admiral Stephen Van der Hagen, lay atanchor^ 
when the day afterwards they crofled the bay and took the Portuguefe fort. ' , ' 

From this inlet to the Kaaimans Point, there is again no anchorage, except wpdti 
the edge of the before-mentioned fand, yet, in cafe of need, one might anchor the 
pafs, clofe to the Matta-paflb. ; . 

On the Oppofite flio^ along Leytimor, there is, withoutfide the bay, about half a 
league beyond the point, of NoulTanivel, a reef of about one league ia leugthj^i 
which one m^ likewife call anchor, in cafes of neceflity, when appreheofions are 
entertained of being driven paft the bay by the current, in twenty, eightem and fif- 
teen fothoms, fand ground. This anchoring place, which is of great imporf^ce to the 
fiups bound to Ambpyna, is not laid down in the Company's charts of thefe parts, 
perhap%.intentionally ; but it is inferted in that which is found in Valentyn’s work ; 
falfo law it ppipied out in the laft map which has been made in the bay of Am . 

^ Ambfiyna, in the month of April 1775, I faw a Chinefe 

veffd lying at anchor upon it. Between the reef, however, and the land which forms 

K K 3 the 
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the pomt of NoufTaaivel, the depth is again fathomlefs, and the ihore is bold and 
rocKy. 

th'S point, on the infide of Leydmor, there is a beihd, the deepeil p^rt of 
\i'hich affords good anchorage, in the eaft moidbon, bat it is only quite clofe to lhe 
fhore. This is called the Fbrtuguefe>bay, but I am ignorant why thhi name has been 
given to it. 

Thence, till paft the Galghoek, or Gallows Point, there is no tolerable anchorage ; 
but you then conre to the Vrymans, or free merchant’s road, which*’1s juft paft that 
point, whence a finall rocky reef projefts out into the channel ; you muft be particularly 
careful net to anchor too near to the point, for worms are fo abundant at and near it, 
that in lefs than a month’s time not only the Iheathing, but likewife the planks of the 
veffel’s bottom are completely eat through. 

Upon this follows the road of Fort New Viftoria, but here the anchoring-ground is 
equally clofe in (hore ; for diredlly before the fort, and at one and a half cable’s length 
off, there is no bottom with a line of feventy fathofiis. 

From this place to the point of little Hativa the fhore is guarded by an uninter- 
rupted range of funken rocks, which prevent all approach, and from thefe to the 
pais, there is likewife no rifmg bottom, except clofe to the ihore. In the middle of 
the bay there are no foundings with a line of eighty, or one hundred fathoms. 

The nature of this bay conftitutes the ftrength of the iiland. It is only in a few 
parts of it that there is any anchorage, and then always quite clofe to the fliore ; and it 
would be a difficult matter for an enemy’s fleet to enter it, and much more fo to block 
it up. The Laha is the only place where ihips can affemble, and this may be made 
fo ftrong that all fear of its being availed of might be difmifled ; this has, indeed, now 
been determined upon, as I fhall have occafion to notice farther on. 

No rocks, or fands, are to be met with in this bay, fave thofe which have been 
mentioned, and which lie near the fliore. 

As there is nothing of this kind to avoid, the whole art, therefore, of failing into, or 
out of the bay, or of working into it, confifts herein, namely, always to keep well in 
with the windward fliore, and never to fall farther off from it than midchannel. The 
windward ihore is Hitoe, in the good or weft monfoon, and Le)'nmor in the bad or 
eaft monioon. 

The currents here are not regular ; neither has the moon any conftant or- equal 
influence upon the tides ; high and low water fometimes occur once, and fometimes 
twice, in four-and-twenty hours ; the difference is from fix to nine feet : one or 
two days before the full moon, the water is found to rile the higheft, and fall the 
loweft. 

It is a natural confequence of this deep bay, although at Amboyna it is thought fome- 
thing very fingular, that when the current fets into it along Hitoe, it muft run out, in 
an oppofite direftion, along Leytimor, and vice verfd in the contrary cafe. 

the peninfulas, as well Leytimor as Hitoe, are very mountainous : on the 
former, the fummits of Soya, and on the latter, thofe of Capaha, tower above the 
reft ; thev are almoft entirely overgrown with trees and underwood, between which, 
at interval^, fome clove-trees are planted and cultivated by the Amboynefe. Thefe 
mountains, like inoft others, are in general rocky, and covered with a ftratum of 
earth, the depth of which is very various ; in fome places it is no more than three ifeet, 
or lefs ; in others, it is twenty, or more, feet in depth : the foil is moftly a reddiffi 
clay,, and in the valleys, where there are no rocks, it is a little more blackiih, and 
mix^ with more particles of land. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, xyi, — Climafe ofAmboym, -- Mmfoons. — Rinters. impregnated with 

Stdpht^ '^ Soil. Productions. Plants. — Herbs. Trees. --^ CloiveSt 

jpatiotts of Clove~irees. — Cuftom of the Amboynefe to plant a Cleve-tree upon, the Bims 
of a Child. -^Nutmegs. -^Cultivation of Pepper and Indigo, Sugar and Ceffee 
might likewife be produced. 

THIS, as well as all the other of the Company’s poffeffions in the Moluccas, is 
fituated in the torrid zone; During the three months which I fpent at Amboyna, the 
medium height of a Fahrenheit’s thermometer was between eighty and eighty- 
two degrees,; the greateft heat was ninety-one degrees, and the fevereft cold feventy- 
two degrees; a diflference which, in thefe parts, is fo confiderable, that if fuch 
changes were to occur every day, it would, in my ppiftion, be exceedingly prejudicial 
to the conftitution of the body : this is greatly occafi^ed by the high mountains of 
Soya, at the foot of which Fc?rt New Vitoria, and the town of Amboyna are 
fituated, whereby the rays of the fun are impeded from Ihining upon thefe places, 
till it has been three quarters of an hour above the horizon ; and on the other hand, 
at noon, when the fun is to the north of the line, as was the cafe during my abode 
there, and its rays ftrike againft thefe mountains, which form, as it were, an am^ 
phitheatre, it cannot be, but that the heat muft be greatly encreafed by the reverbe- 
ration ; at lead, when I was at .the Laha, which lies in a level plain on the oppofite 
fide, I did not perceive the exceflive heat which is felt at the fort. 

The changes which occur, with refpefl to the weight of the atmofphere, are not 
fo great ; during my day of three months, they could fcarcely be faid to amount to 
two lines, or to one-fixth of an inch ; neither rain, wind, or fine weather, feemed to 
have any infiuence in this refpeft. 

The monfoons are exaftly the contrary here, to what they are alon^ the iflands of 
Java, Borneo, Bali, Lombec, Sumbawa, the wed coad of Celebes, &c. ; for when the 
fouth'Cad monfoon prevails at thofe places, it is accompanied by fine, dry, and pleafant 
weather, on which account thiafeafon is called the good monfoon; whereas it is then 
the bad feafon at Amboyna, Ceram, Banda, the ead coad of Celebes, and in the 
countries and feas lying between them ; it then rains almod incelTantly, accompanied by 
violent thunder and lightning, and fudden whirlwinds, to which I have frequently been 
witnefs at Amboyna ; but all this ceafes, and turns to the fined weather, upon having 
pad($ the drait which feparates Salcyer from Celebes. 

Many rivers precipitate themfelves into the bay of Amboyna, from theinountJUM, 
though they only deferve that appellation during the rainy, or bad monfoon ; for m the 
good feafon they are mere rivulets, and many of them are nearly dry. I was witnefs to 
the remarkable difference occafioned in them by the time of the year ; for on my arrival* 
when the dry feafon was not over, the four rivers, which run into the fea, near the 
town and the adjacent villages, namely the Way Tome, the Way Alla, the Way IsJko, 
^d the Bato Gadja, or 'Elephant’s river, were, at that time, no more than rivulets, 
in which there was fcarcely two or three feet ivater ; but at my departure, the Con- 
tinual heavy, rains had fo fwelled them, that they carried away in one night tVfe ftrongeft 
and larged bridges, thirty and more feet in length, that were thrown over them, or at 
lead damaged them very confiderabljf. 

Minerals are not met with here, though fome of the hills yield abundance of good 
brimdqne, with which their whole furface is incrudated. Th«e is one, in particular, 
on the peninfula of Hitoe, which is famous on that account, and is thence called 

Wawahi,. 
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Wawutii, or BrimftoxjieAilL The hills likewife to the north of Soeli begin, as it is faid, 
to yield fulphur. ^ ^ ^ 

A tough reddifli clay is found in fome parts, of which bricks are made, which ^re 
as good as thofe made in Holland. • 

Salutary plants and medicinal herbs are not wanting here, with which, I was told, 
many diforders and infirmities are cured. Amongft others the boati*" is faid to 
have a fingular antifebrile efficacy. Then there is the cajeput-tree t, from the leaves 
of which the hot and ftrong oil, called cajeput-oii, is diftilled. The faflafras-tree 
the bark of which yields the coftly Coelilawang §, and its roots the faffafras-oil. Not 
to fav any* thing of the clove and nutmeg-trees, for which this ifland and the Uliaflers 
are famous. 

The wo(:d which is called Amboyna>wood, or properly Lingoa wood ||, is moflly 
produced in Ceram ; as is the Salmoni-wood * which is yet more beauiful, but is too 
icarce to be ufed for building, the timber for which is moftly brought from Java, 
though the Jati-wood f t is likewife propagated here with tolerable fuccefs; but a fuf- 

ficient 


* The Ror-ati, which fignifies hcart-fruit-trce, becaufe its fruit is in the fliape of a heart, is called by the 
Tcrnalefe Soolamoo, denoting a panacea, or univerfal medicine, being held ‘as a fovertign remedy in al- 
Iftoil all diforders by the Indians; its fruit is fo extrcnuly bitter that it is generally called tlic king of bit- 
ternefs. Vakntyn fays, that, infufed in brandy, or other fpirits, it is good for colic, pleiiriTy, and other 
diforders ; and that when ufed for an ague, four or live of the kernels are taken : it Is alfo ufed with fur- 
cefs as an antidote againft poifon, adiug, in the firlt inftance, as a ftrong cmttic : 'rhuu berg fays, it is 
ufed pounded, in the colic, both by the Malays and the Javaiiefe. Tr. 

f Malaleuca leucadendra. Valentyn deferibes four difftrent forts of cajeput, or properly cajo e-poet eh- 
trees, hgnlfylng white- wood-trees ; it is from the little cajoe-pocuh-trec that the oil in quellion is dif- 
tilled ; Dr, Thunberg calls it a famous and excellent oil ; when taken internally it is a great fudorinc. and 
five or fix drops is the largeft dofe that is given ; externally applied, it is excellent in all cafes of llifFncfs 
or palfy. Tr. 

I Launis faffafras, but a diiferent fpecies from the falTafras-tree of America. Tr. 

§ Coelit-lawang Is the Amboynefc name of the tree, and fignibcs clove-bark, and the Engli/li likewife 
call the bark by the fame appellation of clove bark ; it is of a p^rcyilh call, and when upon tfie tree is 
fmootb, but when dried it becomes rough and fhrivtlled ; it is red within, and that taken from the 
bottom of the tree has a llrong clove Imell and tailc, but higher up it is not fo ftrong, and is more 
aftringent ; it is dried in the fun, and mull be kept in an airy place ; it is much more eUtemed than the 
Maffoy-bark, though its flavour and fnnell fooner decay. I he very excellent and penetrating oil extracted 
from this bark is almoft as fine as oil of cloves, and pofllfles the fame qualities: the Dutch Company 
referved to themfcives the extradion of coelit-lawang oil, and prohibited individuals from diitilling it, 
upon a penalty of five hundred rix-dollars. Tr. 

II Of the Lingoa- wood Valentyn deferibes three forts, the red, the white, and the flone hard lingoa. 
The red lingoa is a h gli and (lately tree, with a thick trunk, frnooth Lppy branches, and long leaves 
of a bright green colour Many limbs of the root appear above ground, and ihefc afford the mod beauti- 
ful pieces of timber. The wood of the tree is w hitifh immediately undet the bark, but grows red low^ards 
the centre, and is of fo deep a tint, that it has by fome been taken for red iaiidal wood, though it is 
much coarfer grained ; it has a pleafant fpicy Imell, and is fumetimes made up into frnall articles ; but, 
together with the white lingoa, it is more generally, ufed for rafters, and beams in huufcs, and for all 
kjnds of carpentering. The white lingoa has a larger and hmger leaf, the wood is of a much paler hue, 
atm^a more open and coarfer texture- The third fort, or done lingoa, fias a fmaller and rounder leaf, 
and h a much harder and clofer grained wood than either of the others; it is fcldhm met with but in the 
high mountains of Ceram ; it is a very heavy wood, and finks like a done in water. The lingoa-wqod 
is fufccpiibl\of the higheft polidi, and its beautiful appearance, when manufadured, is deferibed by 
Valentyn in the moft glowing colours. Tr. 

* * The Salmon!, or Salcmoeli-trec, as Valentyn cnllsgjt^ affords a moft btnuliful wood; ft refembles 
walnul-tree-w’ood in colour, but is veined and variegated in a much handfomer manner ; the planks obtained 
from it arc feldom more than one foot and a half in breadth, though fornetimes fome are got of two, anS 
tWQjlPyd a half feet broad, and four feet long. It is alfo called baftard-ebony. Tr. 

jPy The jati, or teak tree, as it is called in the weftern parts of India, has its fird name from a Javanefe 
vraM, figni duiable. It is the piide of the eaftern woods, and one of the higheft and largeil trees 
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ficient quantity has not yet been reared to fupercede the ^ecelfity of a fupply of timber 

There are many other fpecies of wood, befides the aborcj the half of which I am 
entirely unacquainted with } -they are amply defcril^ by Valentyn.* 

Of thj? produfts of the country confidered as articles oftfrade, the firft rank is occu* 
pied by its ftaple commodity, cloves. The tree t pn which they grow is too well 
and too minutely defcribed by Valentyn, than that I ftiould be required to do it here. 

Two large crop^ of cloves never fuccecd each other ; if the crop be one ye^r very 
large, that of the next year will be finall : the firft generally takes place in uncommon 
dry feafons ; and epidemical feverS are then very prevalent. ^ 

When the cloves are almoft ripe, they^muft be foon gfthered, or they (hoot out in 
a few days into mother cloves. The cloves which are dried over the fire, inftead of 


of the foreft. There are two forts, whith, by the timber they yield, arc diflinguiflicd by tlw names of 
male and female; the former is the darkcil in hue, and very veiny; it is cafier to be wrought than the 
latter, which is paler and Icfs veiny. Tn. . ' r n «• t 

A conception may be formed,” fays Valentyn, of the great plenty of timber- trees of all kinds 
at Aniboyna, for the conftruftion of ftiips and lioufes, and for the fineft and moft coftly articles of 
furnitun-, from the circumilance tliat Mr. Rurophius (author of the Horlus Amboinenlis) had pr^ 
cured a little cabinet to be made, which was inhiid with nearly four hundred forts of only the choicelt 
and handforneli woodsj and which, together wMth other curiofities, that gentleman fent as a prefent, 
in the year 1682, to the great Duke of Tufeany, Cofmo the Third. If then there arc fo many forts- 
of fine and choice woods fit for veneering, )»ow many mull not the common forts be I” He particularly 
defcribcG a great number, among which are feveral diflerent fpecies of the cbony-trcc ; the iron-tree ; the 
cafiiarina; the wild clove tree ; ilic famama tree, which is a ba Hard fort of teak; the nani-tree, which 
yields a timber that is almoU imperilhable ; the Chine fe life it for anchors and rudders; it withftands all 
w'cjthers, and yields but flowly to the poweiful agency of fire ; it is, however, on account of us hard* 
iiefs, very difficult to be wrought : the cajoe-laiiguit-tree, w'hich has received the proud title of the tree 
of heaven, or of the firmament, as it feems to lift its lofty and fpreading fiimmit to the clouds ; &c. Atr 
the conclnfion of his account of the trees of Amboyna, he aflures the reader that the moll laborious exer» 
tion of a long life would not fuffice to become acquainted with all the trees which grow^ on the lofty and 
woody inouiuains, the extenfive and impenetrable forcfls of Amboyna, and that the vaft number 
which he has noticed, feveiuy-twn) of which he gives reprefentations of, are but a fmall portion of the 
wliole. Tr. 

*j' Caryophyllus. The clove is produced on a very handfome tree, fomewhat rtfembling a large pear* 
tree ; its liem is lir.iighr, and at the dillanco of five feet from the ground its branches begin ; the bark 
thin and fmooih, and adheres clofely to the wood ; the w'ood is heavy and hard ; the leaves (land two and 
two oppofite, they are about a hand-breadth in length, and two inches broad, pointed, ribbed and reddi^ 
on the upper, but fmooth and of a bright green colour on the under fide, they have a very aromatic 
fmell when brnifed between the fingers. When a tree is nine years old, and has been wcll^ attended 
to, it begins to yield cloves ; they appear in the beginning of the rainy feafon ; they are th?n little dark* 
green lungifh buds; and become perftet chives in fhape in the month of Auguft or September f they 
then turn yellow, and afterguards red, w^hich is the time for gathering them ; if they arc fufFered to re- 
main three or four weeks longer, they fwell and become what are called mother-cloves, which arc proper for 
propagation, or for candying, but not for drying as a fpicc. The cloves grow on fcparalc llalks, but in 
bunches of three or more together. Valentyn dtferibes four forts : that wdiich he rails the male clove, ifl 
the fort ufed for drying ; the female produces cloves of a pale colour, which arc the beft for cxtra<^Mgfbf 
oil ; the king^s clove is a veiy fearev fpecies, bearing larger and double cloves; he mentions one tree of 
this kind that Hood in the ifiaud Machian, and a few others that were dilcovered in 1668, and 1682^, in 
Hative and in Hitoe : the fourth fort are called rice-clovcs ; they are very fmaU, but liketyfc very rare s 
the clove produced upon the wild clove-tree has no kind of fpicynefs. At the time of gathering the 
cloves, tlie ground is carefully fwept under the trees, that none may be loft ; thev arc generally pulled off 
by long hooks. The ufual time of the clove crop is in 0£lober, and it lafts till December. The oil of 
cloves 18 well known in the Materia Medica ; an hundred weight of cloves ufed to be employed in former 
times to procure a quart of oil, but that quantity is now drawn from forty pounds, though it is in con- 

fequcnce not fo powerful : the extraction of the oil is ftriCtlv prohibited by the Dutch Company to aft 
individuala. Ta. . 2 r x 
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in the fun, are not good ; thefe may be diftinguiihed by their colour, being more in- 
clining to black, and that they bend between the fingers ; while thofe which are pro- 
perly dried are on the contrary not flexible, but brittle, and fnap afunder upon being 
filliped with the finger ; they are alfo of a reddifli call:. 

I’he crop of cloves depe^s much upon the temperature of the weather, in the 
months of June and September. An after-crop is fometimes made, but the time is un- 
certain, and it does not often happen. 

Although this fpice is not an indigenous produftion of Amboyna, but a native of the 
Molucca iflands proper, whence it was brought hither fome centuries ago *, it profpers 
exceedingly well here, and efpecially upon the iflands of Honimoa, Oma, and Noufla- 
laut, commonly called the Uliaffers, which, together with Amboyna, are the only fpots 
where the Company allow it to be cultivated I, and they conftantly caufe it to be de- 
ftroyed in every other place within their reach, efpecially on little Ceram, or Hoewa- 
moehil | ; exclufive of the extirpations which take place, from time to time, in the 
fpice-iflands themfelvcs, in order to moderate the gre'at abundance of the article, with 
which their warehoufes overflow both at Batavia and in Holland. 

Thus the fupreme Indian government ordered, by their letter of the 26th of De- 
cember, 1769, that the number of clove trees fliould not be allowed to exceed 
500,000 § ; and it was further ordered, in the year 1773, that 50,000 more Ihould 
be deftroyed, fo that at prefent (1775), after three extirpations, the number of clove 
trees, as near as could be afeertained, amounts to 513,268 j whereof 

320,491 fruit-bearing trees, 

104,866 half-grown, 

87,911 young plants, 

513,268 

* A (hort time before the coming of the Portuguefe in Amboyna, the Ccrammers of Cambcllo fccretly 
brought foiT^e mother-cloves in hollow bamboos from Machian, whence they were propagated all over 
Ceram, Amboyna, and the neighbouring iflands, and in the fpace of fifty or fixty years the whole of 
Hoewamochil wa.s covered with them. This was told to the Dutch when they firfl came to Cambcllo, 
and fomc of the trees firfl planted were fhewn to them, behind the hill of Maflili , the memoty of it is 
iikewife preferved in the traditionary fongs of the Amboyncfc. '1 he brave and enterprifing inhabitants of 
Cambcllo were rewarded for the opennds with which they flrewed the Dutch ihcir trealures, by the 
deftrii£lion of all their dove frees, and the deprivation of the fruits of their indullry and exertion ; the im- 
placable enmity which they in confequence entertained for the Dutch, and their repeated attacks upon the 
iorts their enemies eila lifhcd in their country, have been ftigmatized by the Dutch writers, as a bafe and 
wicked fpiritpf difobedicnce, and an unjuft and cruel luft of blood and warfare; ‘‘ fo that,'* fays Valcn- 
tyn, it would have been better, if, inftead of extirpating their trees alone, we had, at the lame time, 
exterminated this revengeful and fanguinary nation,** 'Pa. 

I believe too,^that whatever pains foreign nations may take to propagate thefe fpicc trees in other 
places, they will never fuccecd, except in the neighbourhood of the Moluccas, unlefs in fimilar countries, 
fituated in the fame latitudes, which like thefe, heated by fubtetraneous fiics, afford, by the adiion of this 
namjgl laboratory, fufficient heat to the fpicc trees, to give their fruit their ftrong pungent and aromatic 
flavoufr S. r 

The clove tree has, however, been fuccefsfully introduced in the Weft-India iflands, and though the 
quantities hitherto brought from them, have been very infignificant, yet their conilant tncrcafe fuffices to 
ihew that il\ culture is in an improving ftate ; in 1797, 35olbs. were imported to London from Mar* 
tinico, and in the prefent year 20olb8. from that ifland, and 2,98 libs, from St. Kitts. Tr. 

J Hoewamochil is a peninfula joined to Ceram by an iilhmus, called the Pafs of Tanoeno; it was not 
only very fertile in clove trees, but produced likewife large quantities of nutmeg trees; of thefc laft, what 
was called the Great Nutmeg Tree Foreft, was deftroyed in 1667, and in another place 3,300 nutmeg* 
trees. Tr. 

§ One hundred and twenty. five clove trees are allowed to a plantation, jr douffon, as it is called by the 
Amboyncfc, thefe there arc 4000, which makes the number of 500,000 trees. Tr. 

4 Befides 
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Befides 22,310 tatanamangs, which are trees that are not comprehended in the clove 
plantations, but ftand intorfperfed here and there, near the houles. Every Ainboy- 
nefe plants fuch a clove-tree when a child is born to him, in order by a rough cal- 
culation to know their age. Ahhough they do not oppofe the extirpation of the clove- 
trees in the plantations, when the Company think it fit, yet to touch their tatanamangs 
would fpcoiliiy be the caule of a general infurredion among them ; this was manifeii; 
on tlie occafioii of one of the laft extirpations, when the extirpators ignorantly, at Icaft 
as they pretended, cut down forae tatanamangs. The whole country was immediately 

up ; and had not the then governor, Van der V , fpeeJily provided againi'i; it, they 

would have deftroyed all the other clove-trees, fet fire to their habitations, and flying 
to the mountains, they would thus have withdrawn thcmfelvcs from their obedience to 
the Company. 

I have been affured that a clove-tree w'ill continue to bear fruit for the fjrace of 
eighty years 

Befides the clove, nutmeg-tr(?cs likewife grow here with tolerable luxuriance; 
but they are all defiroyed by the orders of the government, whenever they arc 
found [. 

In proportion as the clove trees were more and more eradicated, the government 
at Batavia began to thiiik on the means of giving the Amboynefe an equivalent for the 
diminution of that production, as the crop of cloves brought but little money into 
circulation, in proportion to the number of inhabitants, of which I fliall fay more here- 


* Viilentyn mcntlonr. a clove-trcc upon Uoewamoehil, that was known to be one hundred and thirty 
years old, and to have yielded in one leafon two hhars, or I,loolb. of cloves. Tr. 

I As we had no opponiiiiily, in iIk, rtiort account given of the iflands of 13anda in the firif volume, to 
dcfcrll^e the nutmeg-irce, it may be well to introduce an account of it here. The myiillica mofehata, or 
true nutmeg, is a handfome and I'prcading tree; the bark is fniooth, and of a brownifli grey colour; the 
leaves are eliplieal, poinicd, obliquely nerved, oti tlie upper fide of a bright green, on the under wliitifh, 
and llaud alternately upon footllalks; they allord a rnoit grateful aromatic feent when bruifed. If a 
branch of the tree be broken off, a fa]) runs out of it, which is of great pi\judice to the tree; and it never 
tlirives well afterwards. Tt (.](»e;i not bear fruit till its eighth or ninth year. Wiicn it begins to ptoducc 
fruit, little yellowifli buds make their appearance, out of which fmall white flowers arc blown, lianging 
two or three together, upon {lender peduncles ; in the centre of the flower is an oblong reddifli knob, 
from which the fruit is produced, though no more than one bloflbm out of three commonly ripens to a 
nutmeg. The fruit is eight or nine months arriving ai maturity ; but bloii’oms and ripe fruit are found at 
the fame time upon the fame tree, and the nutmegs are generally gnthertd three times in a year. The 
fruit appeals like a fmall peach, both in fhape and in colour, only it is pointed to^vards ilu* ilalk ; when it 
ripe, the outer coat, which is almoll half an inch thick, opens and fliews the nutmeg, in its black and 
fltining (hell, encircled by a network of feat let macc ; the outer coat is geneially whitilh, a little hard, and 
is veiy good prtferved in fngar, or Hewed ; you then come to the mace, which is of a fine briglfc red colour, 
and under it a black fliell, about as thick as that of a filhcit but very hard ; it is opened by being tirft 
dried fucceflivciy in five dificrent petaks, or drying places, made of fplit bamboos, upon v. hich the nutmegs 
are laid, and jilaced over a flow fire; in each of tliefc petaks they remain a week, till the nutmegs are 
heard to fliuke within the fhell, which is then cafily broken ; the nutnnegs are then forted and delivered 
to the Company ; each foit is th.cn feparately put in balkels, and foaked three times in tubs with fea-water^ 
much impregnated with lime ; they arc then put into dillind; clofcts, where they are left for fix weeks, 
to fwcat ; this is done that the lime, by clofing the pores of the nuts, may prevent their llrength from 
evaporating, and likewife becaufe fuch a prepared nutmeg is not fit for propagation. Some trees afford 
longer, and fome rounder nutmegs, but wdiich arc of the fame quality; the long ones are called male nut- 
megs ; but there arc likewife wild male nutmegs, which have little flavour, and are not valued^ The Ban- 
daiiefe enurntratc fevcml forts of nutmegs; but they appear only varieties in the fruit of the fame tree. 
The myrillica fatua, or wild nutmeg, grows in all the Eaflern iflands ; it feems to have been this fort that 
Forrefl obtained at Dory harbour io New Guinea, and planted on the illand of Biinwoot : it is produced 
likewife in the Weft Indies, at the ifland of Tobago. An effcntial oil is extraded both from nutmegs ami 
from mace, it is leckooed that three catti of Banda, making about fevcntecn pounds and a Quarter Am- 
fterdam weight, yield about a quart of oil. Tr. 
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after. For that purpofe, His Excellency Governor Moflel propofed (in his Secret 
Coi.fiderations on the State of India, offered to the gentlemen in authority at home, 
under the head of Ainboyna,) to encourage the cultivation of pepper and indigo there, 
as much as poffible, in order to fumifli a better means ,of fubfiftence to the natives; 
but the little inclination which the rulers of Amboyna have llicwn to comply with this 
propofal, and the little attention they have bellowed upon the fubjeft, or, as they 
allege in their own exculpation, the indolence of the Amboynefe, have almoll wholly 
fruitrated the attempts which have been made in this line. 

The indigo that is produced upon Leytimor is thought to be much better than that 
of Buro : a pound of the former Hands the Company in fix gilders * ; but it is very 
little inferior in point of brilliancy of tint to ITuilian blue. 

The government then adopted the mode of taking it by contraft, promifing to pay 
forty. eight ffivers for the firli, thirty-fix for the fecond, and twenty-four for the third 
or worlt fort t ; but neither did this fuccccd, while its failure is equally attributed to 
the lazinefs of the natives. « 

The following quantities were delivered to the Company in 1 748 and 1 749, accord- 
ing to the report of Governor Roozeboom : 


1748 

»749 


'rom Hila. 

From Boura 

1851b. - 

28 lib. 

2oolb. - 

225:1b. 


506] lb. 




In all 891 Jllb. 


The cultivation of pepper in Bouro fuccccded no better, though the pepper-vine 
it is faid grows very well there, and produces a large corn; but which is not of fo 
hard a fubftance, nor fo llrong a flavour, as that of Bantam, or the Malabar 
coafl. 

I am much furprifed that the government has not hitherto taken any pains to profe- 
cute the cultivation of the fugar-cane in the illaiuls of Amboyna, for it grows as lux- 
uriantly, and as full of fap here, as in Java or any where elfe which 1 know by having 
frequently fecn and examined the canes w hich have been planted here and there by 
the flaves for their own ufe. This would not only alleviate the poverty of the Amboy- 
nefe, as tfceir clove trees are deflroyed from year to year, but it would, on the other 
hand, be no lefs profitable to the (Company, as the article would be convoyed hence, 
without any additional expence, ity the clove-lliips, on board of wliich it could be flowed 
as a lower tier, and ferve for ballafl. Perhaps, however, this has never been put in 
prafticc, in order that the contpetiiion of the fugars from Amboyna might not be of 
prejudice to the fugar-workt. ol Jaccatra, in which perhaps the gentlemen in the direc- 
tion of affairs are interefled. ' * 

Coffee likewife grows here in fuflicient luxuriance to encourage the Amboynefe 
in the cu^ivation of it ; and the quality of it is by no means inferior to that of 
Java. 


• About ns. flerling. Tb. 

+ About 48. 4d. for the firft, 3s. 3d. for the fecond, and zs. zd. for the third fort, Tr. 
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CHAP. X VII. — Dcfcripiton of the Sago-tree, and of the Manner in which the Sago is 
prepared. — The Ela. — Sago-bread. — Gabbc gabba. — Atap. — Sago-woods of the 
Company. •— Fruits. — The* Sagwire-trec, and the Ltqtwr drawn from it* — Animals* 
— Deer. — Wild Hogs. — Babi-roujpi, or Hog- deer. — Fif)cs. — Wonderful Stories oj 
the Amboy ncfc. — A Fiji) called Jacob Evertfen* — Reptiles. ^ Snakes. — Domcjlk 
Animals. 

THOUGH the clove-trcc yields the riched prodiiftlon of this ifland, the fago-tree 
IS of much greater utility to the Aniboynefe. ^ , 

This produfVion, which a wife Providence has bcRowed as an nniverfal article of food 
upon the inhabitants of Amboyna, Ceram, and the furrounding iflands caR of Celebes, 
(for on Celebes it grows not * , though it is again found in Borneo, where on ilic con- 
trary, rice, as a primary article of food, is wanting) propagates itfelf by oflsets, or fhnots, 
which for a long time appear only* like bufliesf, and which all proceed from the roots, 
or from the bottom of the trunk of a full grown tree. 

1 lhall not fet down all that appeared to me worthy of obfervation on (he fubjeft of 
this tree, as Valentyn, in his defeription of the trees and plants of Amboyna. is ample 
in his account of it; hut 1 lhall only make mention of what he has not noticed. 

The Rem, when it begins to form itfelf out of the biifli, Rioots up as Rraight as an 
arrow, to the height of bctwcum forty and fixty feet, without any lateral branches, juR. 
like the firi and cocoa-nut trees, to which genus it likewife belongs, forming a hand- 
fome crown at the top, which affords an agreeable fhade. 

A grove of thefe trees, with their erected Rems, which, wh.m arrived at maturity, 
confiR of nothing but a fptuigy and mealy fubRance, furrounded by a hard bark, of 
about half an inch thick, and their beautiful leafy crowns, have a very charming ap- 
peararict', and form a plcafant and cool retreat. 

Tins white, fpongy, and mealy fubRance is the fago, which ferves the natives in lieu 
of bread | . 

As the manner in which I iravo feen the fago pockeled, or made into meal, differs in 
fome refpeds from that w^liich Valentyn relates, 1 fliall here ffonly particularize it. 

A tree is RrR made choice of, the pith of which it is certain has attained its full 
maturity, and this is perceived by its beginning to be of a yellowifli white caft juft 
under the foliage §. I'he Rem is then cut through as clofe to the ground as poffible, 
in order to lofe the lefs of the farinaceous contents. 

When the tree is thus felled, it is cut through in the middle of its length into two 
or more pieces, and the hard bark of each piece is fplit afundcr by the infertion of 
wedges ; the lago then appears uncovered, juR like the fpongy fubRance in our elder- 
trees. They then make a certain iiiRrumcnt, refenibling an adze, out of one of the 

♦ Other travellers inform us that the fago likewife grovi’s on Celebes, efpccially, and in much abundance, 
at the bottom of Bugguefs Bay. Tk.. 

f Ytt ihelc bunies are about hfiecn or fixtecn feet in height. Tr. 

J ^I’he fago tree does not produce any fruit till it has lt»ft its llrcngth and is about to die, when the 
branches likewife appear covered w'ith meal; it then prod.ices at the top a bunch of fmifll fruit, like 
pigeon’s eggs, which are firil green, and afterwaids yellow; the kernel is veiy alUingent. It delights in 
uet and mmaffy fitualions, and u ill not grow except in low giound^^. It does not livp above thirty 
years. Tr. 

^ They likewife fometimes try it by chopping a hole in t])e tree, out of which they take fome of the 
pith to examine whether it be ripe enough : if not, they clofe the hole again ; but elfe they immediately 
fell tlie pee, as if fufFered to remain too long, and till it produces fruit, they know that the pith will 
turn entirely into green filaments, and yield no lago. Ta. 

L L 2 branches 
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branches of the tree they have felled, with which they loofen the fago all round from 
the bark, and reduce it to the appearance of faw-duft. 

The whole tree being thus poekcled out the raw fago is put by portions into a trough, 
like a canoe, and water is poured upon it, and well mixed with the fago, by which 
means the meal is feparatcd from the filaments. 

Thefe filaments, which might be denominated the bran of tlie fago, are called ela, 
and are made ul’e of to iced hogs, poultry, &c. 

I’hc water, thus impregnated with the fago-meal, having ftood ftill for fmie time, 
the meal fubfides by its own weight to the bottom, the water is then poured otf, and it 
is a focond. lime purified in the fame manner; alter this the w'et meal is laal upon fat 
wickcr-balkcts to dry, anditistlk ii kiK-adcd together, and into little caki's ot th.-ee 
inches long, two inciies broad, and hah an inch thick ; line.ilv, it is put into inoukls <if 
the fame fze and ihajie, and baiusi over tiie fire till i. is dune enough, and becomes 
dry and Ini'd 

The ta.'le of the fago bread does not mncli vary from that of the caf’ava, or manioc, 
of the "Wif Indies, but it appeared to me to be more nutritive ; it is not unpleafaiit to 
eat when it lias been frll a little luaked, ;ind afterwards fried in butler, yet it is very 
dilTicult of digeftion, _ • _ 

'j'he fmef part of the meal is mixed with w'ater, and the pad c is nibbed into little 
round grains, like fmall fliot, and dried. This preparation is not dikigiveable in foups, 
in lieu of Italian macaroni : tlie fago that is produced in Borneo is ef eeined the belt for 
this purpofe. 

A preparation is likewife made of this fmcfl: part of the meal whicli is called popeda, 
and has much rekmblance to the porridge of buck-wheat me;il wdiich is made in 
Holland, but it is miicli more ga-latinous. Tliis is oat oiT ui little Hicks, which being 
dipped into the popeda, take with tiiein a part of it whicli aillieres to them ; they are 
then dip’peJ in flh-broth, and, together with a little ffli, conilitiile the belt difli of the 
Amboynefe, and even of tluifo who are dcfcendaiits of J Europeans. 

A tnma, or tw'enty-fivc pounds weight of fago-mcal, is fold here in general forfeven 
or ciglit fivers ; and an ordinary tree, which can commonly be poekcled from its 
twa'lfth to its twentieth year, yields five or fix hundred pounds of it. 

Befides the farinaceous part for food, the fago-trcc yields other things of utility to 
the Indians. 

Tlie fern or hark, after (ho meal has been poekcled out; is made ufc of by the natives 
to form little bridges over rivulets, or little creeks. 

What afc cr.l'ed the branches, w hicli are channelled on tlic upper fide, and convex 
on the under, l;.rve alfo foiiKtimes for the fame purpofe; but the chief life which the 
Amboynefe make of them is for the w’alls and roofs of their Iioufes, and for packing- 
cafes, &.C. Tiiis article is called gabbe-gabba. 

The leaves, laced together, form what is called atap, and ferve inflead of tiles for 
covering of houl'es, and to j.ivlene things from the rain; bu.l roofs of atap mull be 
renewed every fix or feven years ). 

Although 

• I'lic mould, or oven, for luikiiig fago-bread made of earthenware ; it is frcnerally nine inches fquare, 
and about four d-ep, divided into two equal parts by a partition parallel to its (ides liach of thofe parts is 
fiibdlvided into eipditor nine, about an inch broad, fo tliat the wlude contains two rows of cells about 
eigfA^r nine in a row. The oven is turned firll on one fide and afterwards on the other upon the file, and 
tbc<|jiii(P9 arc fnfilcirully baked in about ten or twelves minutes. I'r. 

f.; TISbc fago-tree has, like all the trees of the palm kind, a cabbage, which is eaten by the natives, 
it is not fo good or wholcfoinc as that of the aneebong, or proper cabbage-palm. WUen a fiigo. 
' tree 
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Although the fago-tree grows on almoft all the illands of this province, it is upon that 
of Hoewamoehil, or Little Ceram, that the largeft woods of it are found, of which the 
Company referve the property to thcnifelves, and annually difpofe of their produce to 
their own emolument. The, woods of Lochoe and Ilaiiitcilo yielded to the Company, 
in one year, according to the report of Governor Roozeboom, the quantity of one 
thoufind and lixty-fcvcn pounds. It is di[i:iiigui(hed into three forts, which the Com- 
pany have rcfpcftively fidd at the following jirices : 

The inaha poeley, or belt fort, at i rix-doliar per lb. 

I’he majou haroe, or fecond fort, at ] rix-dollar per lb. 

The Icri boa, or third fort, at ; rix-doliar per lb. * 

In how far now ihefe fago^wocjds of Little C/'rain are llie fource of revenue to the 
o-overnor of Ainboyna, I will not here examine into. 

Fruits and veg('tables lor food or reh'elli.iienl are but fcarcc. The flnddock f, which 
is by no means as good iis at Bar<ivia, a lew I weet oranges, mangos niangoffeens §, 
the bilembing ||, and waier-mclons, are almoli the only fruits, and they are not very 
abundant. I'hc lew vegetables which grow' here, require infinitely more attention in 
rearing them than at Batavia. 

'Vhc fagwire is a liquor drawn from a tree, winch, according to the little knowledge 
1 have of botany, belongs to the fame genus with the cocoa nut, fago, firi, and date- 
trees. It is of tlie fame nature as the toddy, or palm-wine. 

When it firfi couu's from the tree it is clear, aiul looks much like pure water. Its 
tafle is fweel, but refrclhing. It becomes acidulated by degrees, auJ at kill turns quite 
lour, whicli however, can be prevented by preparing it by means of a certain bitter 
w\}od vvliicii being put into it preferves it gootl for a long time : altliough it then 


tree iias been ft lied, the chi, or rcnifc, ls ftcciMcnrly left in the woods, and the wild hojrs fatten upon it ; a 
kind of inufhronnis, which arc much cllccinid by the nativci>, ;rrow upon the heaps ot ela. The fa^o-tree 
is even ol bcnihl after i: hias been dcj)iivcd of its pith, and left to rot where it was felled ; for wfien rot- 
ten, a fort of very tal white worms, called fa^^o-worms, with brown heads, are found in it, which the In- 
dians road, and think a great de licacy, A computauon Iras been made by ForrcR of how many perfons 
may live on an acre planted with lago-trs^.s. A lago-iree he allows to take up loo fquare fci t ; now the 
contents (C an acre are 43,5x 0 fq\iarc feet, which allows 435 trees to grow within that fpace ; bat fup- 
poiing only ?,oc, and that, one with another, they give 3 0 weight of flour, then three trees, or 900 
weight, would maintain one man for a year, and an acre to be cm down would maintain 100 men for the 
fame time ; now, ab fago-trcx\i ate leven years a-growing, icc divided by feven will allow fourteen men to 
be maintained for a year on the prod\ice of oiic-lcventii part of an acre, iiTiUiediately, or on the produce of 
a whole acre, pniguirivcly cut, onc-fevenlli part at a time, allowing frefh trees to fprout up. *I>y Dr, Forf- 
ter’s computation, ten or twelve perions live eight mouths upon the produce of an acre planted with bread- 
fruil-lrecs at Oiaheite. Tr. 

^ 'File inconfi ieiic\ of this paragraph with what gone before, mull be aferibed to fomc very material 
errors of the pi els, in numerical cliaraders, iu the original ; the quantity of loGylb. of iago ia barely the 
produce of two trees, according to wliat has precedcil, and therefore is palpably abfurd as applied to the 
pr .duce of the larged woods ;J‘upporing it tveu ouglit to have been printed 106,700, it would fall con- 
fivlciably fhon of that cxprtllion would lead us to cxpctd, as it would then be no more than the pro- 

duce ol about 200 trees. How, loo, (lull we reconcile the prices of i J, and d ru-dollar per pound, with 
that of feven 01 eight divers for twenty live pounds:' No clue has been found in any of the writers con- 
liilial to Iplve thelc difficulties, and there wasthercfoic no altei native to leaving the text as it ftauds in the 
original. 

t Citrus dccumanus. Mangifera indica. 

§ Garcinia maiigodana. || Ave/ihoa bdimbi. 

« For this purpoft the roots of a tree called the fofooi-tree are ufed, which occafion a fetraentatioii I'a 
the fagwire, and in about eight hours make it fit for keeping. Tr. 
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lofes its pleafant tafte, and turns thickeft, looking like orgeade, or almond- milk, it is 
ellcemed more wholefome, and has an inebriating quality ; it is afterwards kept in 
bottles well corked. 

The tree which yields this liquor has always a faded appearance, witli many yellow 
dead leaves, which look much like thofe ot the fago-tree. One of thefe leaves, or 
rather branches, is cut ofl', and the fagwire trickles out ot it by drops, which are caught 
in a bamboo, hung under it for that purpoic, and when this is full, the coiilcntvS are 
drawn ofl' by a tap at the bottom ; this operation is called tyftering. 

The woods are filled with deer, and with wild hogs, the fiefli of which animals is 
almoft the only meat that is eaten here. It is ufed frelh, faltcd, and dried : in the lalt 
manner it is called dingding ; it is broiled a little over the fire, and eaten with rice : it 
is a chief article of food of the Europeans, and the Ainboynefc cat il likewiie when they 
can afford to purchafe it. 

Among the wald animals, which inhabit the woods of the iffand Bouro, tliere is one 
which bears the name of babi-roufl'a, or the hog-dOer ; it has l>een fiiliy defcrlbed by 
Valentyn, who has given us a reprefentatiou of il ; but it a]:ipeareJ to ir.e, when I 
compared the figure wath one of the animals alive, that its legs were longer than they 
arc there rcprelcnted . 

The bay ufed formerly to abound in fdh ; but they arc not fo jileiitiful now, on 
account of the violent earthquake of the year 1754. Moll of the lifli that are found 
here are peculiar to thefe feas. 

Many very ffrange fiflies nuifl have been met with here, in the time of Valentyn f ; 
and in this region of wonders, it is not fuflicient that the really fingaf vr productions of 
nature are behe ld and admired, or feared, but fuperffition has multijilied wonders upon 
wonders. a/Ja, there is, fay the Amboynele, and likewire the Macaff'ers, a inon- 

fter that has its abode in thefe feas, which they deferibe as having a thoufand legs, all 
of them lo large, that if it lay but one of the thoufand upon any veffel it muff imme- 
iiiately founder ; and yet this monffer is believed lo be afraid of a common cock ; 
whence ihcfc poor ruperffitious mortals will never put to fea wiiliout having chanticleer 
for a guardian angel on board. 

There is likewifc, it is faid, a large fifli near the pier-hcad at Amboyna, to which the 
name of Jacob Everrfen has been given, and they pretend that it takes away one man 
every year. I am not qualified to fay whether any liffi of the (hark kind does, or does 
not particularly refort to that fpot, altough many reputable people at Ainboyna believe 
the whole Itory j but it is certain, however, that on the evening of my arrival here, 

t/ 

* The hahi roufl'n, which is a Malay appellation tipnifying hog-cleer, partakes, as its name denotes, of 
the 1 aturc both d l)jc hog and of ihr deei. The chief fingularity of the animal confills in two ot its upper 
teeth being curved round, aiul, penetrating ihrougli the bone of the forehead, appear jnfl above the fnoiit 
like two femicircular lioriis : they aie f«»ineiimes lo far bent round, that they grow* into the bone of the head 
a^ain ; it liaslikevile tvvotu^l^’; i>iactd m the under jaw, like other wild hoars: tl»e female is without any of 
thefe projec'^ting teeth : it li is a loti lioH fl<m, with ihort hair, and has no brillles ; the fnout is more pointed 
than that of th.! other wild hogs, the tail is longci, witli a bunch of hairtat tlieeiid ; tlie ears arc pretty 
fhort, and tljc eyes Imal) ; its feel Inive each two long and two fliorl toes, but the fore le*gs are much fhortcr 
than the hinder ones; thefe animals arc cafily hunted down, but they frecjnently hurt the dogs with tlicir 
lower tniks ; ‘tlie upper tufks are too far recurvaied to admit of their defending themfelves with them, 
'riiclr flcfh more rcftmbles ver.ifon than pork ; there is little fat upon il, it being molUy folid meat. ''IMiey 
do not live, like the other vvdd hogs, upon fago and canari, a fort of almonds, but chiefly upon grafs and 
the leaves of trees. 'Fficy never alfociate with the wild hogs, and when hunted they generally take to the 
water, where they arc very expert in fwimming and diving, and fornetimea fwirn over from one ifland to 
Tr. _ 

f lEhWtyo deferibes and gives reprefentations of five hundred and twenty-eight different forts of ii(h, 
ihougti it iediar to thefe feas. Tr. 

2 about 
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about nine o’clock, a failor of one of the floops that lay juft behind my Ihip, on his 
fwimniing alhore to fetch his pocket handkerchief which he had left, was fo dreadfully 
bitten by fome filh or other in the head that he died the fame night ; and he would 
probably have been dragged to the bottom and devoured, had not immediate afliftance 
been given to him, upon his loud cries for help, as well from my fhip as from the 
other vefleLs. 

From lions, tigers, wolves, and other hearts of prey Amboyna is free. The moft 
noxious animals are fnakes, of which there are feveral forts in the woods and fields, 
which are amply deferibed by Valentyn. 

I one morning, walking in the garden behind my houfe, found the oelar bifa nepis, 
or thin poifon fnake *, fo clofe to me, that I fliould probably have trodden on it, had 
it not firft difeovered and hilfed at me, whereby I had juft time to retire from the 
dangerous neighbourhood ; 1 caught it a little while afterwards, and preferved it iu 
fpirits. 

The fnakes with legs appear to ‘me to belong rather to the lizard tribe, than that of 
fnakes. Among the llngularities here we may reckon the flying lizard. 

1 lhall not fpeak of the other animals and infefts, crocodiles, alligators, gck-koss, 
lizards, fcorpions, centipedes, nor of the very curious infedt called the walking leaf, as 
they are all fuflicicnlly deferibed by Valentyn f. 

Ofthedomoflic animals, among which are enumerated buflaloes, cows, horfes, 
flieep, goats, attd hogs, the laft-mentioned only are natives of the country ; the others 
have been brought hither, us well by the Fortuguefe as by the Dutch, from Java, 
Celebes, and the foulh-weftern ifles. 

'J'he cows here give much lefs milk, and worfe butter than in Java ; the price of the 
butter remains the lame as it was eighty years ago, in the time of Valentyn, viz. one 
rix-dollar per pound. 

Ci'IAP. X Vllf. — I/io.ililants of Amboyna. — Alfoercfc ; — Account of them by Rum- 
phias . — 'I'hc Arnh-i'iiufc ; — Their Stature ; — Appearance ; — Temper. — The 
ll’om,'n ; — T/u’ii- f .afci-aoifncfs . — The Religion of the Amboy nefc ; — Their Idolatry ; 
— I'iccs. — Aii'tiuyiufc CdjriJliuKs ; — Their Superflition ; — Ihcir Government. — 
The Ghinefe. — Account of a (Ihincfe Marriage at Amboyna. — Difcendants of PortU- 
gueje. — Foundation and Exten/ion of the Power of the Duchy here. 

TIIK inhabitants of Amboyna, and of the adjacent iflaiids belonging to this govern- 
ment, may properly be divided into four clalfes, viz. the Alforele, the Amboynefe, 
the Europeans, and the Chinefe. 

Ihe AHoers or Alfoerefe are, in all probability, the firft and moft ancient inhabi- 
tants of thole countries ; at the prefent day they flill remain feparate from the other 
inhabitants, and dwell in the mountains of Bouro and Ceram, where they live accord- 

• Nearly twenty diCTcrciit torts of fitakps arc deferihed hy Valentyn. Among them the oelar bifa biroe," 
or blue poiloii fnake, in the motl venomous ; It is no more than a foot and a half in length, and about two 
hirhcs thick ; it is remarkably quick, and its bile is moital. The olear bifa nepis, or tbin poifon Inake, is 
fcjrccly a quarter of an inch thick, and about a foot and a half, or two feet in length ; its bite is equally 

t The ineliimable work of Valentyn, to which the reader is fo frequently referred, is fcarce even ii> 
Holland ; it ronfills of five large folio volumes, containing upwards of one thoufand copper-plates. The 
tranflatoi is in polfiffion of a copy, which he procured at much pains and expence ; and would his limits 
allow of It, he would be more copious in his extrafts from it, as it is a treafure locked up in a chell, of 
which few have the key, no tranflation having ever been made of it. T a. 

ing 
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ing to their ancient cuftoms, and avoid all intercourfe with the inhabitants of the fea- 
C'uifts, except when they are in want of fiich articles as are not to be met with in the 
interior parts of the iflands, w'hich cliiefly confiftvS in iron and fait, againft which coin- 
niodiries they give in barttM* the produdions of their mountains. 

The few which I faw' of this nation appeared to me not fo dark in colour, and both 
handfomcr and more finewy than the Amboynefe. 

I met with the following account of them, in the defeription of Amboyna compofed 
by Rumphius, which having been prohibitcvl by the govirnuient at Batavia, has never 
been printed, but of wdiich a manufeript copy is prelcrved in the fecrelary’s office at 
Amboyna. 

“ Moll of the Alforefe inhabit the wild mountains and interior parts of Ceram. 
They are large, lirong, and favage peoph', in getieral taller than the inhtibitants of 
the fea-fiiorcs ; they go mo'lly naked, botlj men and women, and only wear a thick 
bandage round their waifi, which is cedlod chiaaca, and is made of th'- milky bark of 
a tree, cadled by them facial (i)ting the ficaanorus alba), d’hey lie their hair upon the 
head over a cocoa-nut Ihoi!, and flick a comb in it ; round the neck they wear a firing 
of beads. 

“ d'heir arms are a fword mrule of bamboo, together with a. bow and arrows. 

“ They are ffiarp-fighted. and fo nimble in running, tiiat they can run down and 
kill a wilcl hog at its utinod fpeed. 

“ An ancient, but molt deteflable and criminal cuRom prevails among them, agree- 
able to which, no one is allowed to take a w ife, befnre be* can fhew' a head of an enemy 
which he has cut ofl': in order to obtain this qualification for matrimony, fix, eight, 
or ten of them go together to a Rrange part, where they flay till they have an c'j/por- 
tunity of I'urprifing fonie one, which they do with great dexterity, fpringing upon the 
unwary pafTenger like tigers : thev generally cover themlelves with branches of trees 
and buffies, fo that they arc rather taken ior brakes and thickets tlian for men ; in 
this pofture they lie in wait for their prey, and take the firfl opportunity that prefents 
itfelf of darting their loran or fagoe fa fort of niiffile lance) mio tlu' back of a paf- 
fenger, or fpring upon him at once, and cut olT his head witli which they inlhvnlly 
decamp, and fly with Ipeed from the feene ('f thi'ir wanton barltaritv. 

“ If they want to build a new houle, or a new baleeuw, which is a kind of council- 
hall, they muR equally firfl go and fetch fome human heads. 'I’hey are not to be 
broken of this horrid cuRom ; and it is the only objedion they tnake to embracing 
the ChriRian religion, that they tnuR then abandon ir ; for no one attains a higher 
degree of fame and refpod, than he who ha,s brought in the moR heads ; and in proof 
of his pnnvels, he w'ears as many little white fhclls round his neck and arms, as he has 
murdered men. 

“ The heads thus brought in arc fliewn upon a flonc in the village, confecrated to 
that purpofc, and are afterwards heaped together in dark groves, in the rcceflTes of the 
mountains, where they pne iiie their diabolical rites, for they do not perform the 
‘demonolatry diey are addided to in any temples, but hero and there in folitary places, 
and in dreary woods, where the devil anlwcrs their interrogatories, and often carries 
away fome- of them, cfpecially children, lor three or four months, after which time he 
brings them back again, after having prefented them with painted canes, to which 
feveral little Rrings of Chinefe copper money are attached 

“ They 

* Tliefe clrctiraflances aiTumc a more probable appearance in tlie more ample relation which Valt nfyn 
gives of the religion of the Alforefe. “ I hey have (he fays) in Ceram, and elfcwhcre, temples which 
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“ They fubfill upon the wild animals which they catch in the woods j nor do they 
even difdain fnakes. 

“ Their women are of a tolerably fair complexion, well proportioned, and alto- 
gether by no means dil’agreeablo. 

« Among thefo i\lforele there is another kind of favage people, who do not dwell 
in any houfes or huts, but ujioii high warinje and other trees, which fpread their 
branches wide round : they lead and intertwine the branches lb clofely together, that 
they form an eafy relling-place ; and each tree is the habitation of a whole family : 
they adopt this mode, becaule they dare not trufl even thofe of their own nation, as 
they furpriTtc each other during the night, and kill whoever they take hold of.” 

'I'hus far the nduiion of Mr. Rumpliius, who being a man of fome experience and 
much reputation, deferves credit in I'ome inflances. 

1 could not meet with any ollxT intelligence refpefting thefe people at Ainboyna, as 
they are but feldom vilited, and flill more rarely by people either able or willing to 
obl’erve and record what is curiods among them. 

The Amboynefe are alfo very ancient inhabitants of thefe illands ; but the dilrerence 
of their make, and the rather darker lhade of their complexion, feem to point oi^t that 
they are not defcended.from the lame progenitors as the Alforefe. ' 

They are {)i' a middling fize, rather thin than olherwifc; their colour is nearer ap- 
proaching to black than to brown ; both men and women have regular features, and 
among the latter there tiro very many who are handfome : it feemed very probable to 
me, tliat the country or the climate contributed much to this, though how or why I 
cannot tell, for the children of Europeans born here are ahnuft all pretty, and much 
more fo than in Java or at Batavia. • 

Neither i!ie thick lips nor the dcprcfl'ed nofes, which, according to our ideas of 
beauty, deform the “ human lace divine” in other hot countries, are feen here j but 
on the contrary, and efpecially among the females, perfectly J'yinmctrical countenances 
are the general cliaracterillic of the inhabitants. 

d'hey are indolent and cflcininatc, and both want and violence prove but feeble 
motives to incite them to labour. Yi-t this is no more than is altnoll univ('i'fally the 
cafe with all nations w ho bow titeir necks under a foreign yoke, eipecially in the 
Afiatic regions, ami oilu'r warm countries: and I think it })rol)able, though the heat 
of the climate is alom; fuflicient to produce inactivity, and a repugnance to every thing' 
that fatigues the body, that they liad been flaves inured to iiTvitude under the domi- 
nion of Itrangers, lung before the J'iuropeans canu’ hither, 'i'he fervenev of the cli- 
mate, united to the caly mode of procuring fubfnlence from tin; fago-tret^ and from 
the copious ftipply of lilh, which was formerly w ithin their reach, in tlte bay of Am- 
boyna, have been the caufes that they have never been obliged to have recourfe to the 
fatiguing labours of agriculture, to adininiflcr to the wants of nature. Hence they 
have cafily fallen a prey to the nations who aimed at fubdtiing them, as was manifefl 

• ~ . 
thty call Tnai L-ls, and likcwilc lot toe- wo, made of jT^abbe-gabba, which ftand in tiie decpcfl part of the 
woods, and under the darked trees. In them parents deliver their children, under twelve years of age, to 
tlic priellb, to be infliu^led in the lervice of tluir demon or god, and the prielU receive the childr^tn, with- 
out the parents being able to fee any thing in the temple, on acojunl of the alinoll utter darknefe that pre- 
vails in it. Immediately alter they hear the moll diimal cries, and fee bloody piker» llicking through the 
roof of the temple ; and though thi.'j would feem to denote that their children are murdered, they receive 
them back in three months, liach of thole children then leeeives a painted ilieU of thin white cane, upon 
which fome fgures arc burnt, and to whkli a few iliings of Chinefe copper coins are lum- ; they are ilivii 
nibbed with yellow paint and aromatic oils, and fent about the village to bcf for chuhts, and 

^rtbet things, for the chief priell.'^ The remainder of the account he gives of the Allortfe, thomdi far 
more copious, is perfcdly fimilar to and confillent v^'iih that of Mr. Rumphius. Tu. ^ 
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in the war with the Ternatefe, the Portuguefe and the Dutch. Neither werp they at 
all the caufe that the princes of Celebes have not extended their dopimion fo far to 
the eaftward, for tne three abovementioned nations have always prevented it; 
although at that time the kings of NoulTanivel took the high.foundfng and proud title 
of “ Kin^i of ten thoufand fwords.” 

The Company muft not, therefore, ever think that the Amboy^efe would be of an^j 
help to them, in cafe a foreign power were to endeavour to wreft fhefe poflell/ons from 
them; for, were there no other realbns to induce them to look upo%any change as 
being, for the better, their indifferent, indolent, and timorous difpoation would be 
fulEcient to prevent them from joining cither fide. It is true, that thofe of Hitbe for- 
merly fhewed a little more courage in the^ivil commotions which took place in the 
laft century, when they fought for independence, as they could no longer bear the , 
oppreflion of their inhuman tafk-mafters ; but in the cafe we have fuppofed, it would 
be the fame to them beneath which European yoke they hail to bend ; as, let the 
event be as it might, they would always have to wdar the chajns of the conquerors ; 
befides that, as attached to the Mahomedari religion, they are the fworn enemies of 
all Chriilians. 

The women, though they are not fo indolent as the men, on the other hand, 
excelfively lafeivious ; they poffefs no chaftity either in a married, or an unmarried ftate, 
and there is nothing that can redrain them from fatisfying their paflionate deiires. It 
is very ufual among them that a girl gives proofs of her fruitfulnefs before marriage, 
which is never the leaft bar to getting a hufband ; and, on the contrary, frequently is 
a reafon for being preferred to others, of whom it is lefs certain that they are capable 
of becoming tmothers. 

The Amboynefe were in former times, as the Alforcfe arc at prefent, idolaters ; 
but the Javanefe, who began to trade hither in the latter end of the fifteenth, and in 
the beginning of the fixteenth century, endeavoured to diireniinate the dodrines of 
Mahomet here, and they fucceeded fo well, that in the year 1515, that religion was 
generally received. 

d’hc Portuguefe arriving here in the mean time, endeavoured likewife to make the 
Roman catholic religion agreeable to the inhabitants, and to pn pagate it amongft 
them; which, in particular, took place, according to Rumphius, in the year 1532, 
on the pcninfula of Leytimor, but thofe of llitoe have, to the prefent day, remaintd 
firmly attached to the Mahomedan faith, whence, in contradiftindion to the Leytimo- 
refe, they are called Moors. 

When ou-r people came to Amboy na, and the Portuguefe were expelled from the 
ifland, the protellant religion was gradually introduced ; yet the unpleafing refult of 
thefe frequent changes of religion has been, as might naturally be expeded, that, from 
blind idolaters, they have firft become bad Roman catholics and afterwards worfe 
proteftants. 

The pradice of idolatry cannot yet be wholly eradicated this, added to the pre- 
valence of the fuperllitions which difgrace chriilianity among the followers of the 
Roman catholic perfuafion, and the almoft univerfal negligence and want of zeal of 
our f cdefiaftics in thefe regions, almofl entirely takes away the hope that the falutary 
dodiines of the gofpel will ever life deeply rooted here, and that the Amboynefe will 
ever be cured of their deplorable blindnefs. 

1 cannot either fay much good refpeding tl^ir moral condud ; 1 have before men- 
tioned that the women are univerfally unchafte, and the men are, in this refped, no 
better. Theft is likewife one of the moft prevalent vices among the Amboynefe, and 
they are not a little dexterous in contriving the means of pilfering ; I had twice expe- 
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rience of thw adroitnefs in this refpeft, during my refidence among them. Malice 
and envy are predominant paffions in their breafls, and are carrifti to great excefs; 
they envy each other the leaft degree of benefit or profperity ; yet this is feldom pro- 
dtfiSive of public 'afiaflination or private murder among them, for being a pufillani- 
inous and fuperftitious race of men, death is to them, more than to any nation, 

• king of terrors. 

Wlien thefe Amboynefe Chriftians go in their veffels pad a certain hill on the Touth 
coaft of Ceram, they make an ofFeripg to the Evil Spirit, which they believe refides 
there, in order that he may not do any harm to them or to their veffels. This 
offering is made in the following manner : they lay a few flowers, and a ffnall piece 
of money into empty cocoanut-fliells, which they fet h-floating in the water : if it be in 
the evening, they put oil into them, with little wicks, which they fet a-light, and let 
bum out upon the water ; they arc perfuaded that by this means they have appeafed 
the P'yil Spirit, and that he will not raife any ftorm againft them. 

Valentyn has been fufficiently ample in deferibing their drefs, houfes, difeafes, 
cuftoms, &c. * to preclude the neceffity of my faying more about them ; I wifli only 
to obferve that that writer has placed almoft every thing in the moft advantageous 
light. • 

The inhabitants*of Amboyna feem, from time immemorial, never to have been 
united under one head ; but, as the moft: ancient accounts and traditions relate, each 
negree, or village, was governed by its own chief. It is true, there have been, and 
there are at prefent, unions o£ four or five.negrees under one chief ; but they are the 
leaft in number : among thefe, the principal is Nouffanivel, whofe rajah, or king, has 
three other negrees under his dominion. 

Thefe chiefs are diftinguiflied into three claffes, or ranks ; thus, there are rajahs, or 
kings ; pattis, who may bo faid to be dukes or earls ; and oran cayos, which fignifies as 
much as rich men. Their chiefs, however, do not poffefs an abfolute authority : every 
negree has given as council to their chief, confifting of the oldcft and moft rei'peftable 
men of the village, who are called oran touas, that is, elders ; and the rajah, patti, 
or oran cayo, of the negree is bound to confult with them at the caleeuw, or council- 
hall, on all the concerns of the community. 

Every negree has like wife its marinhos, who do not aflift at the councils, but are 
exalted above the commonalty, and ferve for exhorters and encouragers of the people 
in every public work. 

Befides feveral little fervices which the common people are obliged to perform for 
thefe chiefs f, the laft have likewife an income proceeding from the cropi of cloves, 
which the Company have beftowed upon them. 

The Company pay, for every bhar of five hundred and fifty pounds weight of 
cloves, fifty-fix rix-dollars, or one hundred and thirty-four gilders, and eight ftivers J ; 
but of this, the planters receive only fifty-one rix-dollars, the remaining five 
being divided among the village-chiefs, three being allotted to the rajah, patti, or 
oran cayo, one and a half to the oran touas, or elders, and one-half rix-doUar to the 
marinhos. 


• In chapter i, ii, iii} and iv, of the fourth, and chapter i. of the fifth book of vol. li. " of Valcntyii’t 
“ Oud en nieuw Oft Indien.” Tr. ^ 

+ They are obliged to build the hou%s of they chiefa, and to furnifli all the timber, gabbe-gahba, atap 
and other materials neceftary for the conftruftion, but the chiefs muft maintain them while ther ere ait 
work. Tr. * ^ Tl 

t The cloves coft the Dutch Company, at Amboyna, full fix ftivers per pound, or about 6{d. ft<iw 
hng. Ta. , ' 
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Fw thefe and other reafons, the offices above alluded to, are eagerly fought after, 
and are only obtained for a certain fum of money, of which fome of the governors 
who have ruled here in behalf of the Company, have not a little availed ; I could 
enumerate fome who have come her® with very little property, and*in the courfe of> a 
few years, -Ijy thefe, and other means, have accumulated confiderable wealth, and who, 
immediately upon their return to Batavia, have, in confequence, folicited leave froift^ 
the government to tranfmit large fums of money to Europe. 

The fale of thefe rojentfliips is not, however, an innovation of late date j for, from 
the beginning, every oran cayo paid fifty rix-dt^lars for his nomination, a patti, one 
hundred, and a rajah ftill more ; fo that the rajah of Nouflanivcl was even once obliged 
to give a gratification of three thoufand rix-dollars. 

The Chinefe who frequent this ifland, as well as all the others in the eaflem parts 
of India, where the Company have poflelTions, are not, however, very numerous 
at Amboyna, becaufc there is very little trade, and fcarcely any agriculture, two pur- 
fuits, to which, in general, that nation are very averfe to. If a calculation of their 
number were to be made from the head-money which they pay, all the Chinefe would 
fcarcely be found to amount to one hundred individuals ; but the frauds which are 
praftifed in the dcclaa'ations made in this refpeft, are the C9ufe that this cannot be 
conlidered as a proper rule. ■» 

They dwell here in a llreef, which is called after them, where they keep their fhops, 
with all forts of provifions, &c. for fale. 

They arc under the authority of a chief of their own nation, who is called captain, 
and w'ho has at prefent a lieutenant under him, which was not formerly the cafe ; but 
one of the governors was induced to inflitute this lieutenant’s office, by means of a 
prefent of five hundred ri.x-dollars. 

They do not intermarry with the Amboynefe, but marry amongft each other ; and if 
it happen that they are in want of women, they take Macalfer or Bouginefe girls for 
concubines. 

In the month of April of the year 1 775, a Chinefe youth came purpofely from 
Batavia to Amboyna, to marry the daughter of one of his countrymen who 
was fettled h^e, and was a man of property. I went to fee ihe ceremonies that 
were made ule of ; I came too late to fee the beginning of them, which, I was told, 
confifted principally in the throwing backwards and forwards of an egg into the wide 
lleeves of the bridegroom and of the bride. I found them both fitting next to each 
other in a parlour, with their eyes fixed on the ground, as if meditating on what had 
been done," without fpeakiiig a word to, or looking at each other. An oblong little 
table flood before them, covered with red filk, which was embroidered with flowers 
of gold ; upon it were fet, before each of them, a little cup of tea, and three or 
four little china diflies with cunfeftionary and boiled birds’ nefts. I’he bridal bed was 
in the fame apartment; it was like wife hung [round with red filk; but there was a 
partition made in it, feparating the place where the bridegroon^i was to lie, from that of 
the bride ; the former, however, occupied about two-thirds of the bed. The bride, 
who was a plump jolly maiden, nearly white, and pretty enough, wore a robe of red 
filk, with long and- wide fleeves ; a cliain of gold hung round her neck, and down 
upon her bofom ; on her head fhe wore a black bonnet, tapering upwards to a point, 
and adorned with three rows of jewels. 'I'he bridegroom was drelfed in a fimilar robe 
of Uue filk and cotton. They both kept their arms and hands conftantly tucked 
lintodw Sleeves. When the bridegroom flood up, he did it fo flowly aud cautioufly, 
and witl^nt moving his eyes in the lead, that he appeared perfeftly like an image of 
wax, or an atomaton moved by invifible mechanifm. 
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The young ijcouple were forced to endure the repetition of this tedious ceremony for 
three fiicceffive days, and always in fight of their nuptial bed, before they were allowed 
to perform the eifential rites of marriage. 

Thfere are ftill ftiany defcendants of the Portuguefe here, who, when their country- 
men were forced to give up the dominion of the ifland to ours, chofe to Xfinia^ under 
.the government of the Dutch. 

The principal Amboynefe Chriftians ftill bear Portugucfe names, which their an- 
ceftors received at their baptifm j but the Portuguefe language is lefs fpoken here than 
in any other part of India, and the number of the abovementioned defcendants of 
Portuguefe is not large. , , 

Our countrymen who, in the year 1605, under the command of their admiral 
Stephen Van der Hagen, took the caftle of Vi6toria, which was the chief fettlement 
of the Portuguefe upon the ifiand, are now here abofolute mafters, as well over the 
peninfulas of Hitoe and Leytimor, as over the Uliaflers, which comprehends 
the illands of Oma, Honimoa^ Noufla, and Molaria, and likewife over Manipa, 
Kelang, Bonoa, the north coaft of Bouro, Little Ceram or Hoewamoehil, and fome 
places on Great Ceram ; although a great part of the laft century was elapfed before 
they w'ere in full polTcffion of the coaft of Hitoe, as well assof Little Ceram, on 
account of the oji^ofition they met with from the Quimelahas, or Tematefe gover- 
nors, the king of Ternatc looking upon part of thefe countries as his territory ; and 
from the four chiefs of Hitoe, who refufed to be deprived of their independence, and 
openly refifted the arms of the Company. But thefe obftacles being now removed, 
the Company have little more to do than to oppofe the attempts ol foreign nations, 
and to prevent a clandcltine trade with them, of which I lhall fay more hereafter. 

CHAP. XVIII. — Government at Amboyna. — Counfel of Polity. — Revenues of the 
Governors. — Viee-Governor. — Commandant of the Military. — Rifident of Hila. — 
Chief of Sepnroua. — Fifeal. — Chief of Harouko. — Refidcnt of Larike. Chiefs 
of Bouro and Manipa. — Other Servants of 4he Company. — Alhivance to the Cow- 
pany’s Servants out of the Crop of Cloves. — Repartition of it amony; them, Coitncil 
of Jujlicc. — Great Injluencc of the Governor. — Shamtful Abufes. — ^Injiance of un- 
exampled Cruelty and Injujlice. — Other Courts or Boards. — Clergymen and Eccle- 
fiafiical Matters. » 

THE general adminiftration of the affairs of this province is vefted in a governor, 
who is appointed by the council of India, and is commonly one of the fjeretaries of 
the council, or one of the Company’s fervants at other out-fa£fories ; the fecond has 
feldom fucceeded to the command, the reafon of which I am ignorant of. 

A council is appointed to aflill the governor, confifting of the firft qualified fervants 
of the^ Company, whofe advice and concurrence he is bound to have, in planning, 
arranging, and executing all matters of importance, as is the cafe in all the out- 
faftories ; but in how far the power of the governor is hereby circumferibed, is 
eafily dcducible from the confideration, that he pofl'elTes the power of difmilfing the 
counfellors from the Company’s fervice, and fending them to Batavia, where it does 
not often happen that a fuperior is call in any difpute with an inferior ; and the in- 
jured party feldom finds either redrefs or confolation, unlefs he have powerful friends 
to make intereft, in his behalf. Befides that fuch a governor is able by a thoufand 
different means, and in indirect ways, to treat fuch as he is difpleafed with in fo moni 
tifying a manner, and to curtail their income and emoluments to fuch a degree, that 
they would rather thank heaven to be out of his hands. 


But 
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But this evil has, alas ! been of long ftandmg ; it will always be one of the moll 
corroding cankers that confume the vitals of the Company, and will at laft bring the 
fociety to deftrudion. 

The revenues of a governor at A#>oyna being but fmall, on account of thi little 



year 1755, to provide againft 
the growing evil ; and they therefore determined to give the governor; a yearly addi- 
tional allowance of fix thoufand rix-dollars, or fourteen thoufand four hundred 
guilders *. 

This, added to other emoluments which long < prefeription has legalized, is fulficient 
to, enable the governor to live according to his rank, without his being obliged to put 
fuch means in pradice as one of the governors, whofe name I lhall not here mention, 
ufed to employ to double bis revenues. 

The vice governor, or fecond perfon in yank, is a'fenior merchant, and at the fame" 
time head adminiftrator, filling likewife, as is the cuftom in all the out-fadories, the 
office of commercial book-keeper ; he is alfo prefident of the council of juftice, and of 
the orphan-chamber. 

The third in rank is the commandant of the military, who has the rank, title, and 
J)ay of captain. He is the chief of all the troops in the whole province, the promotion 
of all the fubaltern officers ufed formerly to be folcly effeded at his recommendation ; 
but the advantages of this office were confiderably curtailed by Mr. * * *, who even 
publicly fold the places of ferjeants and corporals in the military for fifty, or one 
hundred rix-dollars, both to the Amboynefe and to the Europeans, without the 
commandant daring to complain of his proceedings, and it now yields but a poor 
fubfiflience. 

Upon this officer follows the chief or refident of Hila, who has the greatefl; part of 
the north coaft of Hitoe, and Little Ceram Hoewamochil, under his management ; 
next to Saparoua, his dillrid is the ino|t famous for the colledion of cloves : he has a 
good income, and the rank of merclumt. * 

The fifth ii^rdcr is the chief of Saparoua ; this fadory lies in the illand Honimoa ; 
Bot .only that uland but alfo Noufla Laut, and part of Great Ceram belong to his jurif- 
didion. The firft named iflands are very fertile, and yield more than half the annual 
quantity of cloves which are gathered in the province. The income of this refident is 
computed to yield only in amount to that of the governor. 

Next follows the fifeal, who is equally a merchant in rank ; his duty, as every 
where, is to take care that the property of the Company be not injured : he has like- 
wife a concluding vote in the council of polity. 

The fixth is the chief of Haroeko, upon the illand of Oma, to which alfo belongs a 
part of Ceram ; he is generally a junior merchant. 

The feventh is the chief of Larike. This fadory Hands on the fouth-weft coaft of 
the land of Hitoe, and the illand of Amblauw, which formerly belonged to Bouro, has 
lately been put under the jurifdidion of Larike. 

The Soldyboekhouder, paymafter, or garrifon book-keeper, is the dfghth j who 
is, at the fame time, curator ad Utesy and prefident of the board of controul over 
marriages. 

‘ipSwe eight, together with the winkelier, or purveyor, who, as well as the laft- 
meotioned officers, is a junior merchant, make the nine, who are appointed as a 

* About 1300I. fterling. Tr. 


council 
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council of jpolky, to watch over the interefts of the Company in oonjun^on with the 
governor. 

They have a fecretary, who has alfo the rank of junior merchant. 

UfAn thefe follow the rcfidents of Bouro and<AfIanipa, the cafhier, the fecretai^ of 
the council of juftice, who is at the fame time firft clerk in the ofBce of ^ll^^etary 
.(pf the council of polity, the negolic, en foldy-overdraagers, or the com- 

mercial and military ledgers, who are all book-keepers in rank ; andUflly, the comp- 
troller of equipment, who had before the rank of fea-lieutenant, but now that of 
fea captain. 

To this province further belong four lieutenants of the military, and eleven enfigns. 

In order to afford a better means of fubfiftence to all thefe placemen, a yearly 
repartition is made among them, according to their refpeftive ranks, out of the annual 
crop of cloves j and I fubjoin a ftatement of the repartition which was made in the 
year 1755, agreeable to the regulation eftablifhed by the government at Batavia, on 
the 31ft of May of the fame year, which yrill at the fame time give an idea of the 
quantity of cloves annually colledted. 


In the year 1755. 


Fadorics. 

Cloves colle£led 
in all. 

Amount of ditto 
paid by the 
Company. 

20 per cent, on 
the weight al- 
lowed U» tl\t 
Company's 
fervants. 

Amount of ditto* 

At the chief fettle- 

lbs. 

Rix*d. 

Stiv. 

lbs. 

Rix-d. 

Sciv. 

ments, 

toria 

New* Vic 

11^,767 

11,787 

00 

23 »l 53 r 

^>357 

21 

At the 

fadory, 

Saparoua 

422,407 

43,008 

•34 r 

84,4807 

8,601 

30? 

— 

Hila 

' 149,606 


29 i 

29,9214. 

3*046 

25 

— 

Haroeko 

Larike 

39 » 23 i 

3 994 

20y 

7,8464 

7^8 

424 

' 

49 >»i 4 

5,000 

33 i 

9,8264 

100 

254- 


Total 

776,125 

79,023 

30 

155,228 

15,805 

00 


Repartition among the Company's Servants of the above^ viz» of the \oo Rix-dollars* , 


To the governor, and direftor 

'I'o the fenior merchant, fecond 

To the captain commandant 

To the merchant, chief of Hila 

To ditto ditto of Saparoua 

To ditto fifeal 

To the junior merchant, chief of Harouko 

To ditto ^ ditto of Larike 

To ditto, garrifon book-keeper 


Carry forward. 


Per cent. 

Rix-d. 

Stiv. 

- 40 

6322, 

0 

- ' 12 

1896 

29 

4 

632 


7 - 

1106 

i6l 

7 

1106 

16 1 

6 

948. 

Hi 

3 

474 

7 -i 

3 

474 

7i 

2 

~ 

316 

4i 
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Per cent. 

Rix-d. 

StU* 


Brought over 

84 

13.274' 

0 

To ditto garrifon purveyor 

2 

316 

4 l 

' To ditto 

fecretary of the couned of 



.% 

, V , 

polity 

2 

316 

4 ^ 

Tfif ^fi?^'ba|jsiil|:eeper, refident of Bouro 

2 

316 

4 i 

To ditto 

calhier 


316 

4 :| 

To ditto 

refident of Manipa 

I 

158 


To ditto 

fecretary of the council of 





juftice 

1 

153 

n I 
^ r 

To ditto 

writer of the commercial 





ledger 

I 

158 

2r- 

To ditto 

ditto of the military ledger 

1 

*58 


To the comptroller of equipment 


316 

4.1 

To four lieutenants and eleven eiifigns, togetheT 

n . 

316 

4 l 



s 

0 

0 

15.805 

00 1 


This method certainly gives a confiJorablc fupport to the fupt'rior fervants of 
Company, and it is not at the charge of the Comjiany, for it is the natives who p; 
and who are, at the fame time, as it is faid, well fatisfied with ii ; for they were 
formerly fo much defrauded in the weights of the cloves they furnifned by the chiefs 
of the fcvcral faftories, that it is beyond belief, without the (ajinpany deriving any 
advantage from it ; wherefore tl fupreme government, not knowing how to do other* 
wife to prevent the extortion of their fervants, put the matter upon the prefent footing ; 
by which it is fettled, that of every bhar cloves furnifhed by the natives, only eighty 
fhall be delivered to the Company, while the other twenty are to form the pcrquifites 
of their fervants, who, however, arc obliged to fell their cloves to the Company at the 
fame price paid to the natives. In addition to this, the council of jultice and the fifeal 
are Itriftly enjoined to watch againft all iiijuflice or fraud on the receipt and weighing 
of the cloves colledcd, in order that any infradlion of their regulations in this refpeft 
may meet witli an exemplary punifliment. 

The council of juftice conlifts of the fecond, as prcfident, and fix members, who 
generally aflerablc every fortnight, in a lower apartment f)f the fladhoul’e, or town-hall. 
All civil and criminal caufes are decided here ; bur in the former, an appeal can be 
made to the council of juftice at Batavia, and the execution of fcntences in the latter 
may be fufpended by the governor ; yet if he approve them, whether they condemn, 
the culprit to death, or to other corporal punifliment, they are carried into execution ; 
excepting, however, when the delinquent has the rank of merchant, and he is then fent 
up to Batavia, with the papers relative to the profecution, and copy of his fentence ; 
as is equally the cafe in all the other out-faftories. 

Although, by an exprefs command of the fupreme government, the governor here 
may not intermeddle in any matters which come under the cognizance of the council of 
juftice, farther than to approve or lufpend their fentcnces in criminal cafes, yet fome of 
them arrogate to themfelves fo much power in this refpeft, that, in the fame manner as 
in the council of poSty, they force a confimiation to their will, or bid open defiance 
to juftice and honefty, if the members of the council refufe to abet their iniquity. 

Hw' much foever juftice may be adminiftered here with feverity towards the infeior 
claffes, k is a lamentable circumftance, and as worthy of abhorrence as it is notorious, 

that 
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that the greatell and moft fhamcful crimes of perfons of high nytxk, or of favourites, 
remain unnoticed and uupuniihcd. I iliall adduce one inftance of this rank abufe of 
authqiity, from which a judgement rci'pefting others may be formed. ^ 

The chief of a certain fafiory upon one of the adjacent iflands,^ having fg^Q Ptg time 
beheld, with eyes of defirc, a young girl, fcarcely fourteen years of agp^iK^pMycably 
l|)eautiful, who had been adopted by a perfon at Amboy na, and brougHiup m hit? own 
hbufc, gave him and his family an invitation to pay him a vifit. The man accepted it 
with confidence and pleafurc, and went thither with his wife, his daughter, and this 
girl. When, in the evening, the guefts retired to reft, it was fo arranged by their 
hoft, that the objcdf of his licentious purfuit was conduded to a bed in a diftant and 
folitary apartment ; there being, as it was pretended, no beds, or rootn, in or near 
thofc occupied by her friends. 

In the dead of the night, when all but the wakeful eyes of luft were clofed in deep 
repofc, this wretch ftole to the apartment of the innocent maid, whom he had thus 
''inveigled into his fnares, and completed his long-concerted fcheme of villany, by the 
moft brutal violation of her charms. The poor vidiin of his luft was found the next 
morning bathed in tears ; and fcarcely knowing that ftie was undone, related the whole 
exadly as it happened.* The perpetrator of this deed of violence moft ■ ftrenuoufly 
denied the accufation, but he pretended that he very well knew who was the ravifher ; 
it was, he ftiid, one of his flaves, an Amboynefe, who had frequently before made ufe 
of his mafter’s name to attain his purpofe, and cover his enormities. Neither the ftrong 
denial of the flavc, nor the moft i’olemn affevcralions of the girl, that the mafter, and 
no one clfe, had perpetrated the bafe aftion of the night, could ought avail : the monfter 
added murder to rape ; and the wretched flavc was tied up and whipped fo unmercifully 
and incelfantly that he expired in a few minutes. 

As this man was a gentleman of rank, and one of the particular minions of the 
governor, the matter was never enquired into, and all reports concerning it were 
fmothcred as much as poffible. 

A kind of provincial court is likewife eftablifhed here, confifting in part of the Com- 
pany’s fervants, and in part of the heads of fome negrees, of whom the rajahs of 
Noulfanivel and Soya arc the fit ft, and follow in rank upon the members of the 
council of polity- 

The governor likewife convokes from time to time an affembly of the native chiefs, 
in which he makes fuch orders public as he may have received from the government 
at Batavia, or which he may think neceflary, and commands them to fee them executed ; 
for example, when a certain number of clove-trees, are to be planted or dcl^oyed, and 
other fimilar matters. 

Befides thefe, there arc an orphan-chamber, a court of affignees for bankrupt or 
inteftate eftates, a board of controul over marriages, and a court of common pleas. 

The number of clergymen belonging to this government is, I believe, whjen com- 
plete, fix *, viz. four at. the chief fettlement and fort of New Viftoria, one at Hila 
and one at Sapoura ; but when I was there, there was but one, the others being gone 
on a church-vifitation to Banda, and the fouth-weftern iflands belonging to that 
government. ° ® 

He that remained had been for a long time a journeyman bricklayer in the province 
of Gelderland j bu.t his trade not fucceeding to bis liking, he want out in the year 


* On looking into the tnemorul of Governor Moffel, refpeaing the general fiate of India, of the eoth 
« ^ ‘I** number of clergymen in the province of Amboy na, was then fettled 


roL. XI. 


1769, 
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1769, as krankbezoeker * to India; and, together with feveral others, *hc was fent 
back to Holland at tbe expence of Governor Van der Parra, to be fitted for taking 
orders, and he had returned the preceding year as a qualified divine, and hadgpiortly 
afterwards been fent to Amboyna, where there was litilfe likelihood of his evtmgelical 
milfidfiib|p|g r^arkably exemplary or fuccefsful. 

A» this'perfwi did not underftand the Malay language, and had alfo very little 10 # 
clination to attain it, the d,ivine fervice at prei'ent adminillcred in the Malay church, 
was confined’to the reading of a fennon written in that language, which was elFeded 
by a krankbezoeker, who performed the office of clerk, and who was, as the above- 
mentioned clergyman was plcafed to fay, when he had been fcarcely a day or two at 
Amboyna, the only religious man on the ifland. Ilow'ever uncharitable and ra(h the 
expreffion of this opinion was, it is, however, a faff, that I met with very few people 
here who had a tolerable knowledge of the doftrincs of the reformed religion, or even 
of the moral duties preferibed by it. . 

There is a very confiderable number of nominal Chriftians, and who have received 
baptifm, as well on the peninfulas of Leytiraor, as at other places. By an annotation 
in a refolution of the council of polity at Amboyna, of the iiih of March 1774, it 
appeared, that the Reverend Mr. Van Eirtbrug found, on a churclvvifitation (which he 
had, however, by fome obftacles been prevented from completing), in a part only of 
the places belonging to this government, the nuntber of twenty-one thoufand one 
hundred and twenty-four nominal Chrillians, but only eight hundred and forty-three 
church members. 

The fuperftitious refpefl which thefe nominal Chriftians pay to our clergymen, and 
a few outward figns of religion, are the principal marks by which they arc diftinguiftied 
from the reft of their countrymen. 

Befides the regular clergy there are kranbezoekers, and likewife ftationary and 
itinerant fchool-mafters, who are all paid by the Company, and inftruft the children of 
the Amboynefe in reading, writing, and pfalmody, for which purpofe a fchool is efta- 
blilhcd in every negree, to which each inhabitant fends his children free of expence. 

CHAP. XIX. — The Europeans at Amboyna ; — Their Mode of Irving. — The Women, 
— Drefs. — Sedan-chairs. — Account of the Town ; — Streets ; — Churches ; — 
Stadboufe, or Town-hall ; — Hofpiial ; — Houfes, — Springs ; — Rivers. — Garden 
of the Governor. — Fortrefs of New ViEloria ; — Its yldvantages and Dcfedls. — Na- 
tural Strength of the Bay. Propofals for siew Foriif cations. — Other little Forts in 
this PrMnee. — Buildings in the Cajilcy siot yet completed . — Expcnce of the Erection 
of the Fort, fe’r. 

THE number of Europeans, at leaft of thofe who have any quality in the fervice of 
the Company, is fo fmall, that liule can in general be laid with refpect to any peculiar 
mode of living they may obierve. One thing, however, is immediately an objeft of 
remark to ftrangers, and that is, that in the forenoon more ftrong liquor is fjr ankj 
either arr ick or geneva, than at B?itavia, or in the weft of India, though at MacalTer 
it is almoll the fame ; ten or twelve drams is not an uncommon whet in a morning at 
Amboyna ; and on fetting down to dinner, a glafs of fpiiits is the firft thing prefented 

to the guefts to ftrengthen the ftomach, and raife an appetite. 

i< 

* Kwkbezotker is perfcflly fynonimous with ziekentroofter, for an explanation of which term fee the 
note tqj^e 51 j ot the firft volume j the former it Utetallr “ i vifitor of the fick,” at ziekentroofter it t 
*• comforter of the fick.” Tr. 

^ I found 
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1 found Ijttle pleafure or fociability here ; which, I was told, was tp be afcribed to 
the late goveriior, whofe diftruftful temper made hini look up6n all focial meetings 
with jaalouly ; this did not feem improbable to me, as I found that a fliort time before 
he lelohe ifland, and when he was not an objed of apprchenfiqp or hope, as before, 
both focial intercourfe and innocent gaiety became daily more p^eva||^^jii^^hich 
iflforded much fatisfadlion to the new governor. ^ ^ 

The common Europeans, both foldiers and mechanics, have very little opportunity 
of earning any hioney here, and their pay affords them little than fago, and at moft 
rice, with a little fifh, for food, and water, fagwire, or arrack, for drink. The foldiers 
make a very fhabby appearance ; their uniform is made of blue linen, and .hangs in 
tatters about them, without fliocs or Itockings, excepting, indeed, tlie body-guards of 
the governor s they attend the parade bare-footed, and are badly dii'ciplitied ; to this 
pidure may be added, an unhealthy, dropfical, and feeble habit of body, occafioncd by 
the immoderate ufe of fagwire, to which, too, is attributed the circumftance of their 
having fwoln and ulcerated legs ; though this latter complaint is as rife among the 
failors and mechanics as among the military : their number is never complete, not- 
with {landing the fupplies that are fent every year from Batavia. 

There are very few women here born of European fathers and mothers ; but there 
are a great number of a mixed race, as many Europeans take Indian women for concu- 
bines, whofe children are afterwards legitimated, and incorporated into the European 
nation *. 

Married women live here very retired ; they do not often mix in company with the 
men, and ftill more feldom enter into converfation'with them ; every thing that is 
addreffed to them is anfwered by a fmgle affirmative or negative. I was told, that 
being always accuftomed to fpeak the Malay tongue, they felt awkward, and were 
apprehenfive of expreffing theinfelvcs wrong in the Dutch ; yet I obferved the fame 
referve, and want of power to carry on a converfation when they were fpeaking in the 
Malay language, as when they were addrelfed in Dutch. Society is, then, here divided 
into male and female, by which, in my opinion, all company is rendered dull, formal 
and difagreeablc. 

The drefs of the ladies is like that of thofe at Batavia. The men drefs in the Euro- 
pean fafhion, with this peculiarity however, that the greateft contrail in colours is fought 
after, for inflance, blue filk breeches, with fcarlct waiftcoat, and black or dark browa 
coats, and wVr verfd. 

No carriages are feen here ; indeed there are no roads fit for them, for the country 
is every where both mountainous and rocky, fo that it can even fcarcely be triverfed on 
horfeback. A fort of fedan-chairs are made ufc of in the room of carfiages, wkh 
which the Amboynefc run up and down the moft dangerous paths in the mountains* 
without there being hardly a Angle example of their letting them fall, or overturn- 
ing them. 

The town of Amboyn!\, if a place without gates or walls may deferve that name, 
lies oi^^the peninfula of Leytimor, at the north-weft fide, about half w'ay between the 
point of Nouffanivel and the pafs of Baguewala, in a doping plain at the foot of the 
mountains of Soya, which furround it behind, and end at the Rooden-berg, or Red 
hill, abfliDt two hundred and twenty roods, eaft-north-eaft from the caftle. 

• At Amboyna, the children of European fathers and Indian mothers are called MIxtices, who are of 
an olive corojplcxion j the children of a Mixtice and an European are called PnelUces ; and thofe of a Poef- 
tice and an European are Caftices, who are nearly as fair as Europeans j after which no diftiiidion is made * 
butane cuiidren proceeding from further unions are reckoned among the Europeans. Ta. 

N N « ' ’ * 


The 
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#'Kio to^ itfelf, without the adjacent negrees, which may be confider^ as fuburbs* 
forms jtti oblong, irregular fquare, bounded by the Bato gadja, or Elephant’s river, on 
one fide, and the Way tomo on the other. According to the plan or the tow|| made 
and delineated in the year i/i8, fincc which time no ‘material alterations have been 
made in i|®ts length is full three hundred roods, from north-eaft to fopth-weft, and its 
breadth full one hundred, from the bay, fouth-eaftward. 

The inierfeftions, called ftreets, crofs each other at right angles ; many of them are 
pretty wide, but none of mem are paved. 

Of the public buildings, the Dutch and Malay churches were both much damaged 
and nearly dcftroycd by the violent earthquake of the year 1755 ; the former in fo far, 
that it was forced to be wholly pulled down, in order to be entirely rebuilt : in this 
work, however, little progrcfs had been made, when I was there, and fervice was, 
in the mean time, performed under a Ihed, built of gabbe-gabbas, and covered with 
atap: the Malay church was fplit in fuch a manner /rom top to bottom, that for many 
years it has not been feafible to perform any fervice in it, which is now done on Sun-* 
day afternoon in the filed appointed to ferve as a fubftiuitc for the Dutch church. 

The ftadhoufe, or town-hall is likewife an old and ruinous building ; behind it is a 
large fquare area, round which are many little apartments, which ferve for places of 
confinement for prifoners. 

The hofpital (lands juft out of the town, on the other fide of the Way tomo. It 
was entirely rebuilt a few years ago. Near it is a houfe appointed for the refidence 
of the fuperintendant of the hofpital. 'I’his hofpital is one of the beft, and fitted for 
the purpofe, belonging to our Company, which 1 have feen in India : the building is a 
very good one, the fick are well treated in it ; and by the exctdlent attention of the 
prefent fuperintendant, Mr. Hengcveld, they arc kept extremely clean and neat. 

The houfe of the governor, which was formerly' the Company’s cloth warehoufe, 
and is dill known by that name in their books, has not much to recommend it } its 
appearance is mean, and there arc few, and thofe very indiftcrent, rooms in it. 

The houfes are, in general, of one dory, many of them are built of wood, and al- 
moft all are covered with atap ; this mode of building is adopted becaufc of the dread* 
ful and frequent earthquakes to which this country is fubjedl. The houfes are com- 
modious enough, according to the cuftom of the country, but have not a very elegant 
appearance. Inftead of glafs, frames of matted cane are ufed for the fake of air, and 
likewife, I believe, not a little in order to fave expence. Mod of them have little 
gardens, or large fquare yards behind them, in which there is commonly a well of 
very good water. 

Springs are very numerous here : going only along thefhores of the bay, and fcoop- 
ing, where there is the lead bit of beach, a little hole with one’s hand in tile fand, it is 
immediately filled with fwtel Irefti water, and that even fometimes at no greater dif- 
tance than five or fix feet fnun the fait water. This owes its caufe, in all probability, 
to the nature of the foil, which is every where porous and fondy, and imbibes the rain 
almoft as foon as it lias fallen. I have fccu that in mod places, after the mod inceifant 
and violent rains, which lafted three days, and raifed torrents of water rufliing through 
the town, there have been no vifible marks left, at the end of only two homs, of its 
having rained at all : and I was afl'urcd that it was exaftly the fame cafe, w#»en the 
rains continued for three or fotyr weeks, as frequently happened during the bad 
monfoons. 

The river* which run along or through the town, or the adjacent negrees, are the 
Bato gadja, or Elephant’s river j the Way tomo, which runs between the town to the 

fouth- 
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fouth-weft^ and the negrees Soya and Mandhika to the north-eaft j the Way nltoe, 
which divi< 5 es the negree of Italong in two ; and the Way atlat, which Funs jjetwfien 
this I|A and the Moorifh negree. 

Tnl three firft have their fource in the mountains of Soya, and the laft defcends 
chiefly from the Roodenberg. ^ 

I have before obferved that thefe rivers in the good monfoons, or dr3^afons, can 
only be looked upon as little rivulets, moiftening but a fmall part of their beds ; but 
that in the bad monfoons, or rainy feafons, they fwell up th a confiderable height, and 
run with fuch force and rapidity, upon the rain continuing any time, that they carry 
away all before them, and even the bridges which are built over them. 

Juft above the town, upon the Bato gadja, a garden has l>een laid out, and a good 
houfe built by Governor Van der Stel, at the cxpence of the Company, which very 
much refembles that called Vengleegen, which his brother, when governor at the Cape 
of Good Hope, made in Hottentot Holland, alfo at the expence of the Company. 
This is the only garden of confitferation that I faw at Amboyna, though there are here 
and there a few others which are called gardens, but which folely confift of a wood of 
fago trees, and a plantation of cocoa-nut trees j that, however, of Hative excepted, 
which at prefent belongs to the engineer Van Wagner, and which may be called a 
handfome piece of ground for Amboyna. 

As the keeping of the firft-mentioned garilen was b, confiderable annual expence to the 
Company, the government at Batavia thought fit, iif the year 1769, to transfer the fame 
to the governor for the time being, for a certain fum of money, for which his fucceflbr 

is obliged, in his turn, to fake it over : Mr. Van der V paid, if I am not miftaken, 

two thoufand rix-dollars * for it to the Company. 

Near it is a menagerie, in which arc kept, among others, fome very beautiful 
fpcckled deer. 

The governors generally refide at this place, when there is nothing to call for their 
prefence at the town, or when there are no fliips in the bay. 

The chief, if not the only fbrtrcfs which the Company have at Amboyna is the caftle, 
or fort ; which, after it was rebuilt, was called New Vifloria, as the old fort, called 
Viftoria, which had been crefted by the Portuguefe, being an oblong fquare, with four 
baftions, was fo much damaged by the earthquake of the year 1 755, that it was thought 
more eligible to build an entire new fort, than to repair the old one. 

It ftands clofe to the water-fide, a little to the weft of the mouth of the Way Nitoe, 
and exadly oppofite to the road, where Ihips commonly lie at anchor, 

I took much pains to procure a plan of it, but the ftridt integrity of the p/efent afling 
engineer, Mr. H. E. Von Wagner, was proof againft the felicitations of friendfhip, and 
however much in other things he proved both willing and anxious to give me every 
teftimony of his inclination to render me fervice, I could not in this inltance, perfuade 
him to lend me a plan of the fort for ever fo fliort a time, in order to take a copy of 
it ; I cannot therefore fay any thing refpe£ting the diraenfions of the works, and Ihall 
onl)^ deferibe the general appearance of the fort. 

It's lhape is very irregular ; on the land-fide it has three entire and one demi-baftion, 
which| with their curtains, form part of a regular heptagon j on the water-fide 
there' are two baftions, in the curtain between which ftands the water-gate, in 
the fame manner as the land-gate opens between the two oppofite baftions on the. 
land-fide. 

About 4400I. fterling. Tk. 

The 
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The curtain, or battery, which runs north from the eafternraoft land-baftion, is met 
by a fimilar one coming from the eafternmoft fea-baftion, making an obtufe angle 
of between ninety and one hundred degrees, fo that the line of defence of the e^ertir 
moft land-baftion runs exaftly upon this angle; and the. flanks of thefe baftiohs are 
therefore tyijthout defence, which is an unpardonable fault in the firft conftruftion of 
the fort, as'*4'he nature of the ground did not require this irregular mode^f fortification : . 
Mr. Von Wagner intended to remedy this fault, as much as poflible, by making a 
detached baftion before thes®nglc made by the two batteries, by which thefe two flanks 
would be defended. 

From the demi-baftion on the weft fide, a battery runs northward, and being met 
by another coming from the w'efternmoft fea-baftion, they form together an inverted 
obtufe angle. » 

The fea-baftions, which are liable to be attacked by the greateft force, are carried 
up fomewhat higher, and are rather larger than the others ; they are covered with 
bonnets in the middle of their faces, in order to' be the better provided againft an 
enfilade. 

A hom-work extends before thefe baftions, and covers the curtain between them j 
its projefting angles command the fliore both above and below, the caftle, by which a 
landing any where near it is rendered very difficult, if not impoffible. 

All thefe works are built of brick, for which purpofe many brick-kilns have been 
erefted here, where very good brinks are made. 

They were then about making a covered -way, to begin from the flank of the weftem 
fea-baftion, and to run round the fortrefs to the other fide of the caftern fea-baftion. 

The whole is encircled by a wet ditch, which is the fame that formerly run round 
the outworks of the old fort. 

This is certainly the beft fortification belonging to the Company, that I have feen, 
in India. Yet it is by no means favourably fituated on account of the near neigh- 
bourhood of the Roodenberg, and the lownefs of its feite, by which, in my opinion, 
it would not be able to make any long or efleftual refiftance, if the enemy were once 
landed, and could get their artillery on fliore, fo as to erefl: batteries on the furround- 
ing heights. 

The fame defeat occui's likewife on the fide that looks towards the bay ; for ftiips, 
if properly moored, can enfilade moft of the lines of defence at high water ; the water 
rifing here in fpring tides full ten feet ; and the horn-work, which is full one-half 
lower than the main body of the place, is confequcntly ftill more expofed. 

I purpofely add the fuppofition that the fhips be properly moored ; for the greateft 
ftrength of the place refts upon the imprafticability of bringing (hips to attack it in 
a proper fituation. As there is no anchoring ground except clofe to the fliore, the 
fliips are expofed to the fire of forty or fifty pieces of heavy artillery long before they 
are able to let go their anchors, and put fprings upon their cables, in order to haul 
the veflels round ; and all this is not fo eafily done under fuch a fire, if the artillery 
upon the batteries be but well ferved. 

The nature of the bay too, the prevailing winds which blow here, and the cISras 
which are not unfrequent, together with the ftrong currents fetting continually ia and 
out of the bay, are formidable obftaclcs to prevent fliips from forming their attack 
whilft under fail, and much mere from making good a landing here ; for which reafon 
landmg muft be attempted at a morilSifonvenient place, which might perhaps be found, 
either in the bight near Hamahoefe, or in the Portuguele bay. 

And 



ACCOUNT OF CBLEBES, AMBOYNA, &C. B79 

And although the old fort of Vidoria is not to be compared in point of ftrength 
to the prefent one, I do nor believe that our people would ever have fucceeded in the 
year 1605, in getting polTeiEon of Araboyna, or rather of the peninfula of Leytimor, ^ 
attaclang it at leaft as they, did at this place, had the Portugufe defended this fettle-^ 
ment with the fame bravery as they did their other poffeffions, and not up itt 

fo cowardly a manner. . 

' There is another great defed, at leaft it appeared in that light to me, namely, the 
• great extent of the fort. It is fo large, that if all the worlis were to be properly man- 
ned, all the military to be found here would fcarcely be fufficient to defend one half 
of them. Moreover, no lefs than a hundred pieces of cannon are requifite to provide 
all the batteries as they ought to be, and there are no more than fifty or 'fixty can- 
noneers in the.whole province. 

In order to fortify the bay ftill more, the engineer, Von Wagner, has propofed to 
eVed two new batteries, viz. one a fhort mile Ibuth-weft of Vidoria, at the mouth of 
the Elephant’s river, to command the part of the bay called the Vryman’s, or Free 
Merchant’s Road, and to be able to rake the Ihips which may lie to the weft ward of 
the caftle ; and another upon the point of the Laha, for which all fhips coming up 
the bay muft fteer in a ftraight diredion, in order to keep clofe in with the wind'ward 
fhore ; which propofal has met with the approbation of the fupreme government at 
Batavia. 

Perhaps another battery near or upon the point ©f Alang, would be of ftill greater 
utility } for Ihips entering the bay muft equally fteer ftraight for and very clofe along 
it, in order not to be in danger of being driven to leeward of the bay by the 
currents. 

I did not fee any of the other little forts which the Company have at Hila, Sapoura, 
Harouko, and Larike ; but according to the information I received refpeding them, 
they are of little confequcncc, and at moll ftrong enough to keep the natives ia 
awe *. 

The buildings within the fort of New Vidoria are not yet all finilhed ; there are, 
however, already two powder magazines, the rice and fpice warehoufes, the naval 
ftorehoufc, the provifion-warchoufc, the dwclling-houfe of the comptroller of equip- 
ment, and the guard- houfe at the land-gate ; but no beginning has yet been made with 
the government-houfe, or the dwellings for the fenior merchant, and the captain-com- 
mandant of the military ; the water-gate is likew'ife not entirely completed, 

Mr. Van der V told me, that the eredion of this fortress had already coft the 

Company two million of gilders f ; but the engineer Von Wagner Hated the expence 
of it confiderably lower. ’ 

* The other forts in this province are : upon the illanj of Amboyna, Fort Amfterclam, which mounts 
fixteen guns, at Hila; Fort Rotterdam, at Larike; the redoubt Middleburg, at thepafsof Baguevrala f 
and a fmall triangular fort near Oericn, called Flufliing : upon Bouro, the palifadoed fort Defence, mount- 
ing fourteen iron guns : upon Manipa, the redoubt Wantrouw, nr Ditlrud, of the fame force ( upon Hoe- 
watnochil, 1‘ort Hardenbeig atCambello, and Fort Overburg at Loehoe : iipoii Noulfalaut, a fmall redoubt 
yf guns, called Beverwyck ; upon Honimoa, the redoubt Velfen, iiaving five guns, at the point of 
Tetawaroe ; the redoubt Delft, of fix guns, at Porto, and Fort Dnurliccde at Sapoura ; and upon Oma, 
Fort Ze^landia at Harouko. The capture of Amboyna and Banda by the Engljfti, will afford opportu- 
nities to us of becoming fully acquainted with every particular refpedling thofe remote but valuable and 
mterelting fettlements. It is to be hoped that feme of the gentlenien of the navy or army whq went 
upon that expedition, will favour the public with an accouiuujf thefe acquifitions; men of genius and ob- 
fervation are not wanting either among our naval or militfljofficers, and a narrattvc of the expedition 
alluded to, may not only be faid to be defired, but alfo to be expeded, from forae of them. Tr. 
t About 1 8 1 ,3001. fterling. Tr. 


CHAP- 
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CH AP. XX. — • The Clove Trade ; — Endeavours of the Duteh to retain it excJ^ydy te 
tbemfelvds ; — Attempts of the Englijh to partkipate in it, '• — Qarrifons and Eji^lij/h- 
ment at Amboyna. — Profits and Charges of this Province, — Refiedions on the Cloye , 
Trade ; -7- Large Stock of Cloves ; — Endeavoured to be diminijBed by Extirpations, 
and by binning great Quantitie's. — The Hongitogt, or yearly Expeditor^bf the Governtff" 
round Ceram, o’c. — - Earthquake at Amboyna, 

THE chief, if not the foie advantage derived to the Company from the poffeffion 
of Amboyna and its dependencies, is the colleftion of cloves, and the maftery of this 
article to ‘the exclufion of all other nations, by which they are enabled at pleafurc 
to raife or lower the price. 

, This gave rife, at an early period after the conquefl: of the ifland, to much jealoufy , 
and animofity between the Dutch and the Englifli ; and thefe difputes did not termi- 
nate with the expulfion of the latter from the ifland, 'but were made a pretence many 
years afterwards for declaring war againrt; the republic : they were not finally fettled 
till the conclufion’of the peace of Breda, in the year 1667. 

The Company would not, however, ever have fuccceded in fecuring to themfelves 
the exclufive trade in this fpice, which is fpontaneoufly produced in all the adjacent 
Molucca iflands, had they not endeavoured wholly to transfer and confine the cultiva- 
tion of it to Amboyna •, partly by fubduing the princes of thofe iflands by force of 
arms, and preferibing to them fuch conditions of peace as they found convenient, the 
principal of which had relation to the clove-trade, efpecially with refpefl: to the Kings 
of Ternate, Tidore, Machian, and Bachian, compelling them not to fell any of the 
cloves produced in their dominions to any other nation j and partly by forcing them, 
about the middle of the laft century, to deftroy all the clove-trees which grew in their 
territories, for which they were to receive an equivalent in money. 

In the fame manner the Company have entered into a contrafi: with the King of 
Bouton, to whofe dominion many places belong which yield fpices, that he fhall not 
only allow the extirpator, whom thc'y difpatch every year on an expedition through the 
iflands, to perform the fcrvicc on w'hich he is font, but lhall alfo afford him every 
afliftance in doing it. 

Yet, notwithftanding all this, and how far foever they may be able to extend their 
extirpations in the circumjacent countries, they will never be able wholly to prevent 
other nations from procuring fpices without their intermediation. There are too many 
iflands, antj, too widely difperfed, that produce thefe commodities, of which neither 
they nor their allies are in poffefllon, or poflibly can be, without entirely exhaufting 
themfelves by the erection of numerous fortrefl'es, which are indifpenfably neceflary, 
if all intercourfe with foreign nations rauft be prevented*. 

Thus 


* How«ver alpduous tlie Dutch arc in the deftruftion of fpice-trees, they never have or can fucceed 
in extirpating them all. It is only in places of enfy accefs, and near the fca, that they are RcneraJfe cut 
down, but they grow abundantly in many retired fpots of the 14rge and woody ifland of Gilolo, in rte re- 
cefles of Ceram, upon Oiiby, Myfol, in the forefts of Bachian, as well as upon Cadoepan, and many other 
iflands, where they are inaceflible to the deftruAive ax of the extirpator ; and what is aAually dellroyed, 
is noU perhaps, the hundredth part of the trees producing the 'precious fpices. The parties fent out on 
fuch Duimefs generally confill of a military officer, or fome civil lervant belonging to the Dutch, with three 
or four European attendants, and perhaps t%nty or thirty Bngguefs foldiers, with their officer. TTiey 
^enenlly make it a party of pleafurc ; and the Bugguefs officer (while the chief is regaling himfcif in the 

heat 
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Thus the Englifli formed a fettlement fome years ago upon the inland Xullock, 
lymg north of the Moluccas ; but as the indifferent quality or the foil, and other cir- 
cumuances, did not anfwer their purpofes in forming fuch an eftablilhment, they 
changed it for Balambangan, Jin ifland on the north-eaft coaft of Borneo, in order to 
lay the foundation there for a place of trade, whither the clandeftine dealer^ in fpice 
might bring their goods, and thus furnifh our rivals with the articles out of which we 
endeavour to keep them. 

The garrifons which the Company keep in this province, were fixed, in the year 
1752, at lyne hundred men, including the feamen and the pennifts. His Excellency, 
Governor Moffel, fays, in his further memorial, written in the year 1753, that 
this number is fufficient, fmce Amboyna has nothing to fear from an European 
enemy*. 

By that memorial, the profits which accrue annually to the Company upon the fale 
of goods, are eftimated at forty thpufand gilders ; the proceeds of the rent of lands, 
excife duties, a duty of five per cent, upon the fale of real property, the flamp duties, 
and the produce of the permits granted for the importation and exportation of private 
merchandize, are computed to be thirty thoufand gilders ; and all the receipts are, 
confcquently, taken at feventy thoufand gilders ; which fum, by a further memorial 
of economy, was reduced to fixty-fix thoufand gilders : and even this latter fum is not 
now drawn from thofe.objefts ; fixty or feventy bales of coarfc piece-goods, which are 
annually difpofed of here at an advance of from feventy to eighty per cent., the good 
vent whereof likewife depends much upon the fuccefs or failure of the crop of cloves, 
do not fufficc, with the other revenues, to make up that amount. 

According to the aboveraentioned memorial of Governor Model, the annual charges 
of this government ought not to exceed one hundred and eighty-five thoufand gilders, 
in order that the defalcation on the four caftem provinces fliould not be more than 
four hundred thoufand gilders a year j but, by the latcfl: memorial, the charges of Am- 
boyna were flated at /. 176,5 18. o. o ; and, in the five laft years, they have averaged 
yearly /.265,549. 10. ii, fo that they actually amount to /.89,03i. 10. ii every 
year more than MolTel ftated them at j. 

Thefe 


heat of the day) fets off to the wooda with fome of his men, where he executes his commifllon juH as ft 
fuits his convenience; taking care to bring back plenty of branches, to (hew his afliduity, when, perhaps, 
they are all from one tree. Sometimes a ferjeant at an outpolt, to get into favour with his chief, fends an 
account of his having difeovered, on a certain fpot, a pared of fpice trees, with news, perhaps, at the 
fame time, that he has dellroyed them all : poiTibiy the chief’s domellic might inform him of many more 
fuch fpots at hand, but they are too wife to fay much on fo delicate a fiibjcft. Tr. 

* In 1776-1777, the whole eilablllhment at Amboyna confifted of fifty two in civil employments, three 
clergymen, twenty-eight furgeons and aflillants, forty-fix belonging to the artillery, 174 feamen and 
marines, 657 foldiers, and in mechanics, in all 1071 Europeans t befilts fifty nine natives in the Com- 
pany’s ftrvice. Tti. , 

calculations of General MolTel of the revenues and charges of the feveral efiablilhmenta of the 
Dutch Ball India Company, are always particularly mentioned in this work, and contrafied with the 
mAual amounts of each in the year l77p (that is, from the ill of September, 1778, to the till of 
Augull, 1779), that year being in the books of the Company one which they call het bockjaar or year 
in which a ge. eral review is taken of all their concerns, as is done every ten years j beCsufe the calculations 
of that gentleman have not only formed the bafis upon which tbe, revenues and charges 6f each fettlement, 
as flared m the famous “ H.Uoire Philofophmue et Politique^' of Abbe Raynal, have been computed, 
but have alfo obtainrd a great and almoft decifive aothonty in ellablilhing the advantages or difadvantages 
reaped bv the Dutch from their Indian poffeflions. In the courfe of thTs work they frequently appeai^o 
be confidcrably different from the aaftal amount of the receipts and expenditure, and are. in fa«; rather 

00 calculations 
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'I’lipfe, as well as the charges of the government of Macafler and Temate, muft be 
defrayed out of the profits upon the cloves, nutmegs, and mace, which muft, likewife, 
contribute towards making good the expences of the Company at Batavia an^ at 
home ; but can any favourable expeftations of future advantage be entertained on this 
head, when we confider the great decreafe which is experienced in the fale of the firft 
named fpice ? Three millions of pounds remaining ftill in the warehoufes at Batavia, 
of which no more than one- fifteenth part can be annually difpofed of in the Indies, 
together with a ftock on hand in Holland, large enough to fupply the confumption of 
Europe for the fpace of ten years, and the quantities of cloves that from time to time 
are comtnitted to the flames Ijy the Company, in order to lelTen their Superabundant 
ftock, form proofs enough of the decreafe of the clove-trade, and do not require further 
animadverfion than the bare mention of them 

caU'ulations of wbal thefe oii^ht to bf, ihan wliat they really art?. In 1779, the charges of Amboyna were 
^.201. 082 ; and the whole of the revenues, including the profits upon the fale of goods (five percent on 
the fale being allowed to the governor and fccond, two- thirds to the former, and onc-tbird to the latter), 
amounted to no more than /.48,747, leaving a balance againll the Company of y’.l52,335, or about 
13,8501. flcrUng. T R . 

* Every clove-tree is calculated to produce annually, upon an average, t\Vo, or two and a half pounds of 
cloves, fo that the yearly crop is at Icall one million pounds per annum from the 500,000 clove-trees allowed 
to be cultivated ; much larger crops arc frequently made, though in fome years they fall materially fhort, 
and yield but a trifling quantity. One of the largcft fales of cloves made in Holland, was in the year 1714, 
when 435.427 pounds were fold ; in 1758, no more than 200, oco pounds were fold ; in 1778, 234,271 
pounds ; and in 1788, 400,000 pounds ; and about 150,00c, or 200,000 pounds arc annually difpofed of 
jn the Indies. Tlie quantities of cloves always remaining over in the liands of the Company, notwithllanding 
their continual extirpations, muft, therefore, be immenfe ; they endeavour to moderate this fuperfluity by 
burning large quantities of fpices from time to time ; Sir ^^illiam Temple fays, in his Obfervations upon 
Holland, that a Dutchman, who had been at the Spicc-iflands, told him, that he faw, at one time three 
heaps of nutmegs burnt, each of which was more than an ordinary church could hold; in 1760, M Beau- 
mare faw at Amftcrdam, near the admiralty, i fire of fpices, die futl of which was valued at 1,000, coo of 
livres, and as much was to be burnt on the day following ; the tranflator of this work has himfclf been 
witnefs to the burning of large quaiililics of cloves, nutmegs, and cinnamon, upon the little ifland of New- 
land, near Middleburgh, in Zealand, the aromatic feent whereof perfumed the air for many miles around. 
Although the Dutch have thus, by all the means in their power, endeavoured to counteradf the indulgent 
bounty of heaven, they have not, in any inflance attained their objedt ; for, exclufive of the impoflibility 
of preventing the fpontaneous production of fpices in the cxtenfive woods of hundreds of iflands, of 
which they ftarcely know the names or fituation, and ihecoullant clandeftine trade carried on in fpices, 
by the Papuas Ctrarrmeis, Bouginefe, and (Jhinefe, the confumption of, and demands for cloves have fo 
much decieafed, that the monopoly is no more worth the expences of retaining it cxclufivcly : and in regard 
to nutmegs, they have been the dupes of their own avarice; for, confining as much as poflible, tlie cul- 
tivation of ».hat fpice to the iflands of Banda, it was nearly annihilated therein the year 1778, by a violent 
hurricane and tartliquake, and few fupplies of confideraiion have been obtained for feveral years afterwards. 
When Admiral Rainer took polleflion of Amboyna, in he found in the ircafury, 81,112 rix-dollars, 
and in ftorc 5i5,94clb. of cloves. The importations into England, by the Eaft-India Company, fittcc 
the capture of the Spice iflancls, till the prefent lime ( 06 lober 1798), have been as follows: 
cloves, 817,312 pounds, 

nutmegs, 9J»732 
mace, 46,730 do. 

bcfidcs cor.fidcrabie quantities of each in private trade and privilege goods, namely, 


wai (.9 1 

20 calks J 
8t cafes 1 

• cloves, weighing 

we fuppofc, about 30,ooolb. 

76 caflvs > 
29 chills J 
7 boxes 1 
l a Cdfcs ( 

• nutmegs, 

do. 

36,000 

167 biifki 
1131 cheiis J 

s mace, 

1 

do. 

240,000 

ft 
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On a Aiperficial view, when we are told that every pound of cloves only ftands the 
Company in 4 .^ (livers, the macc in 94- (livers, and the nutmegs about half, as cheap 
as the 'cloves, it (hould feera that the fpice-iflands a(Ford an inexhauftible fource of 
riches, (ince the felling price’exceeds the codin fo uncommon a degree ; but it we 
go farther, and^ confider that thefe three articles of trade mud bear the whole ex- 
pence of all the four eadern provinces, to which mud be added the charges of feven 
or eight (hips, employed in fetching them, it will be found that they, in fact, cod 
very dear 

The great fuperfluity of cloves has, indeed, been endeavoured to be prevented by 
diminilhing thft number of clove-trees, from time to lime, by extirpations ; Ixit by this 
means the Company ruin their Amboynefe fubje£ls ; and if fortune (liould ever again 
favour them, and the vent of this article be again as large as heretofore, they 
would find that they were polTelTed of the foil for producing them, but not of clove- 
trees, which require more years tq arrive at maturity, than moments to be dedroyed. 

1 (hould now have to make fome mention of the hongitogt, or yearly expedition of 
the governor of Amboyna, with a fleet of corrocorrns, round Ccran% and the neigh- 
bouring iflands, if Valentyn had not fo amply related every particular of it, that I 
can only add, that it dad not take place during the time 1 was at Amboyna, the month 
of October being the period appointed for it j. 

Between 


• See *' Secreete bedenkingen over den waaren flaat dcr Nederlatidfclie Compagnie,” by J. Moffel, 
Se^lions liii. and liv. 8. 

t Thebongi, or fleet of armed corrocorros of Amboyna, was inflitiited by Governor Houtman, in the * 
beginning of the feventcenth century. In the month of Oftober, the fdireft feafon of the year, they 
aflemble in the bay of Amboyna ; all the different rajahs, and orancayos, are then hound to appear with 
corrocorros, in order to accompany the governor iir this annual expedition round the iflands under his jurif- 
didlion. It is undertaken for the purpofe of examining into and deciding upon all difputes that may arife 
among the Indians that are fubje^l to the Company ; of preventing and difeovering all illicit trade ; and of 
deftroying fuch fpicc- trees as are found growing in places where they arc not allov'ed : one chief purpofe, 
however, is, that numbers of the common people, wdio are obliged, by tlrcir tenure, lo ferve the Company 
during one month in the year, are by this means taken away from the collcdion of the crop of cloves which 
falls in about this time, and which is, in roiifcquence, much leffencd for want of hands* it being, as wc 
have before feen, a great objtdl of policy in the Company to prevent a too abundant fupply. They arc 
obliged to maintain thcmlelves during this expedition, which lade five or fix weeks, except that the Com- 
pany allows each man one and a half, or iw^o pounds of rice per day ; and to the orangcayos, when they fet 
out, three gallons of arrack, twelve pounds of pork, or beef, and a meafnre of rice. This expedition 
bat, at different times, been neglected; but the annual performance of it has been frequently enjoined by 
the government at Batavia, and in particular in the years 1680, 168S and 1693, Ceram 

were greatly infefled by the incurfions of the Papnas. The Hongi fleei generally confills of forty, fiftyy 
or fixty vcffelsj when complete, it fliould confift of lixty-onc corrocorros, viz, 

6 from the ifland of Oina 

3 from the coad of Ceram, under Oma 

4 from the ifland Manipa 

t4 from the didrid of Fort Vir^oria, upon Amboyna 
6 from the peninfula of Hitoc 
I from thc*coatt of Ceram, under Hitoc 
8 from the ifland Honimoa 
3 from the ifland Nouffadaut 
8 from the ifland Ceram 
3 from the diftrift of Larikc 
and 5 from the ifland of Bouro. 

6i 
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If 
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Between the i8th and 19th of April, we felt here an earthquake, which laftcd 
full five minutes. The dull rumbling noife that accompanied it, and the undulating 
motion, fecmed to run in a direftion from fouth-weft to north-eaft. The thermo* 
meters did not undergo any change before, during, dr after the fhock. The air 
was clear, and the weather was dead calm. The water in the bay was alfo much 
agitated : my fhip, which lay, at that time, at the pierhead, received a very violent 
fhock, being Impelled forwards, and driven back again, with great force. The north- 
eall wall of the newly-ereded rice-warehoufe in the caftle was rent by this earth* 


If any village U unable to join the fleet with their appointed corrocorros, or is excufed from the fervice 
by the governor, they mull burn a kiln of lime for the Company ; and if they wilfully negicdl it, they 
arc fu-jeA to arbitrary punifhmcnt. The governor uftd formerly to carry his flag on the corrocorro of 
the rajah of Nouflanivel, but the rajah of Titaway has now that privilege ; this corrocorro is one of four 
gnadjos, or ranks of paddlers, and is provided with two or three handfome apartments for the accommo* 
dacion of the governor, who is attended by a guard of fifty or fixty foldiers. 1 he fleet is divided into 
three divifions, the firfl being ali corrocorros of Chriitian chiefs, the fecond of Mahomtdans, and the third 
pattly of Chrifliatis and partly of Pagan chiefs. In order to give an idea of the force of fuch a fleet, we 
fubjoina (latement, from Valentyn, of that which went on the Hongi expedition of the year 1706, under 
Governor Van der Stel ; it confilied of fifty-fix corrocorros, namely, ^ 


Corro- 
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quake in an horizontal direftion, juft below where the rafter^ were inferted that 
fupport the roof, forty feet in length ; and a fumoier-houfe made of bamboos, clofely 
covered with Ihrubbery, which ftood behind my houfe, was thrown down ; befides 
which, no damage was found io have been done any where. 

<• 

CHAP. XXI. — Departure from Jmboyna. — View of the Tfland Amblaiiw. — Of the 

IJlands of St. Matthew. — Of the Toucan-bejis. — Of Cadospan. — Of Bouton. — Of 

Caybync and Lizard i/land . — Of Salcycr. — Celebes. — Bajfage of the Budgeroons. — 

The IJlajd Tanakeke. — View of the Tony ns, or Tunny IJlands . — Of Great Solombo. 

Of Madwe ^' — Mnndcliquc. — Anchorage off Japara. — Navigation \ilong the 

Coaji of Java. — Anchorage in the Road of Batavia . — Obfervations refpcdling the 

Navigation to Amboyna. — Great Inaccuracy of the Charts. — Strong Currents. — 

Calms. 

AFTER my fhip had been unladen, and had taken in a new cargo, we left the road ; 
we were the whole of that day and the following night in working down the bay, 
keeping always on the windward fide, which was the Ihore of Leytimor, as, on entering, 
it had been that of Hitqe. 

On the 9th of June, at funrife, we were abreaft of the Portuguefe bay, and at ten 
o’clock A. M. we were out at fca. 

At funfet we got fight of the ifland Amblauw, and on the next morning, of the 
ifland Bouro, abreaft of us, to north-north-eaft. 

On the nth, in the evening, we faw the ifiands of St. Matthew, from the maintop, 
and lay-by during the night, on account of our vicinity to the Toucan-bellis. 

In the morning of the next day we again purfued our courfc, but made but little 
fail, as the air was very thick, by the rain, and we had no good view, in order not 
to fell unexpeftedly upon the Toucan-beflis ; at feven o’clock, however, we fuddenly 
faw them before us, about a league a-head ; we inftantly tacked and ftood off, till 
the weather cleared up a little, and till, at eight oclock, we could purfue our voyage 
again. We paffed thofe dangerous iflands, and had likewife a view of the ifland Ca- 
doepan, where it is faid that many cloves are produced ; fteering for the eaft point of 
Bouton, Which we doubled about midnight. 

On the * Sthj ^t funfet, we faw the ifland Cabyne and Hagediffen, or Lizard-ifland ; 
on the morning of the next dav, the ifland Saleyer, and two hours afterwards the 
coaft of Celebes, with the little iflands the Budgeroons lying between them j at ten 
o’clock, A.M. wc paflTed this narrow ftrait in fafety, running between thS fouthem- 
moft and middlemoft of the Budg croons, at the diftance of one-eighth of a league 
from the former. 

In the afternoon we founded, for the firft time, in thirty-four fathoms, ftiff clay, 
being then abreaft of Boela-comba, about three leagues oft' Ihore. 

Sailing by the lead, during the night, along the coaft of Celebes, we were, on the 
morning of the next day,* by the ifland of Tanakeke ; whence we fteered our courfe 
fo as to pafs the Laars, or Boot, at a proper place. At noon we faw the Tonyns, 
or Tunny iflands, and at funfet the iflands of Salinas, bearing north, five leagues, 
founding continually with a line of twenty-five fathoms, without ftriking ground 
upon the Laars. 

On the 16th we again ftruck foundings, which we afterwards kept. 

On the 17 th we got fight of the ifland Great Solombo, which we found to be of a 
moderate height, and placed too far fouth in the charts, by thhteen minutes, or three 

leagues 
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leagues and a quarter. Hence we fteered, in order to make the iHand Madum, of 
which we came in light the next day at noon. 

On the 2oth, at funrife, we paffed Mandelique, and anchored at two o’clock, P.M. 
in the outer road of Japara, and fending our boat on, Ihore for refrelhments, we 
received a plentiful fupply the next day from the worthy refident, Mr. Van der Beke ; 
at the fame time I received information that my Ihip, ( 3 uwerkerk, was appointed, by 
the government of Batavia, to go a voyage to Surat. 

In the afternoon we faw the point of Pamalang, and the lofty fummit of Mc|^nt 
Tagal. 

On the 23d, the hill of Cheribon was abreaft, and the point of Indramaye nearly 
a-head of us ; in the afternoon we faw the Boomptjens iflands ; and in tJie evening we 
reckoned that we had palfed the rock upon which the fliip called the Cadle of 
Woerden was loft. 

The following day, in the morning, we faw the high trees of Sedary, and at funfet 
we came to an anchor off Murderer’s Point, and in fight of the ifland Edam. 

On the 25th, at eleven o’clock, A.M. we got under fail, and pafliiig between the 
little iflands of Leyden and Enkhuizen, we fleered for the road of Batavia, where 
we caft anchor at three o’clock, P. M. 

Before I go any farther, I think it neceffary to fay fomething refpefling the navi- 
gation to Amboyna, as it is deferving of much attention, and has always been held a 
very dangerous voyage. 

There are three circumftances which often unite to make it very hazardous, and 
are the chief caufes of the difliculty and peril which are complained of : 

Firft, the bad and inaccurate charts of this paffage, which are made ufe of, and 
which are certainly e.xtremcly defedive, notwilhftanding the governor general, Moffel, 
alleges, in his further memorial, that at that time (the year 1753) the charts had 
been fo improved, that, for two or three years before, none of the fhips trading to the 
eaft had been loft. I am therefore not at all furprized that, before that time, fhips 
were loft every year, if they were without any other aid than that of fuch deceitful 
guides. If I may judge from the charts which are thus pretended to be improved, 
and which are at prefent given to the fliips that perform that voyage, they muft un- 
doubtedly have plunged many an intrepid feaman, who had not before ploughed thefe 
dangerous feas, into uncertainty and dcfpair, and have driven him headlong into the 
midfl of unknown and unavoidable dangers. 

The firft and chiefeft requifite of a good fea chart is, that in it the iflands and coafts 
be accurately laid down in their proper latitudes ; and all the charts from Java to 
Amboyna, are glaringly defeiliveln this particular ; one ifland is placed too far north, 
another too far fouth j and this is occafioned by the obfervations, whence thefe charts 
have been made, not being exa£t. This might be adduced as a difculpation of the 
hydrographer, were it not that the navigators of later limes have conftantly noted 
down, and pointed out thefe deh-cls in the journals of their Amboyna voyages. My 
obfervations agreed with three of them, which I took with 'me for reference, when 
I went to Amboyna. Yet has not all this fufficed to produce the removal of this 
hurtful defetl. 

The fecond neceffary requifite of a chart is, that the true diredlion of the coafts, and 
the exad -pofitions of the iflands, and their bearings with refpeft to the neareft land, 
be duly and accurately attended to. The defeftive ftate of the charts in queftion, 
in this particular too, is not a little complained of, and remains equally unredified, 
although many reports have been made by navigators on the fub]e£l. And laftly, 

8 that 
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that the refpe£tive diftances be laid down as exactly as poffible', which has, in thcfe 
charts, been totally neglefted ; of which glaring defers I have from time to time 
made mention in my journal. 

The fecond caule of the dangeT and difficulty of the e'aftern navigation are the 
currents, which fet with fo much violence between the iflands and along the coafts of 
this archipelago, that if I had not experienced it myfelf, I fliould fcarcely credit the 
account : in addition to this, they have no regular courfc, and foinetiines run contrary 
tdihe wind, and at uncertain times. 

Add to thefe, as a third caufe, the calms which prevail fo much in thefe climates, 
and the dang|rs which furround navigators in this paflTage will be very maiyfeft ; for 
velTcls arc driven, in dead calm weather, by the violent currents, upon unknown 
Ihoals and rocks, fo that the moft experienced feaman is unable, in fuch cafes, to fave 
the fliip and cargo entrufled to him. 

It has likewife been obferved, that fuch of the Company’s captains as have per* 
formed feveral voyages to the eartern provinces are, for this reafon, continued in that 
navigation, which is not difadvantageoiis for the intereft of the Company, but unfor- 
tunate for thofe captains, as thefe voyages afford but little profit, and they do not,, in- 
confoquence, feel much attachment for the fervice of the Company. 
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PIGAFETTA’S VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD 


THJi FIRST VOTAGE ROUND THE WORLD^ , 

t 

Effeftcd in the Years 1519, 1520, 1521, and 1522, 

By the Chevalier PIGAFETTA, on board the Squadron of MAGELLAN ; 

iVlTB 

An ExtraA from the Treatise oX Navigation, by the fame Author ; Tome Observatiohs 
on the Chevalier Martin BehaiM, and a Descrietion of hii^ Terreitrial Clobr. 
Paris, An IX. (i8oo.) 


tNTRODUCTIOW, 

By the Firenih Tranjtater, the Editor of the Edition in modern ttaliaH. 

t. YN the fifteenth century the Italians poltefTcd, almoft exclufively, the trade ill 
•t thofe articles which Afia furniflies to Europe, efpecially fpiccs ) that is to fay* 
pepper, cinnamon, cloves, ginger, nutmegs, &c. vegetable produftions, formerly as 
now in eonftant demand, lefs on account of their agreeable flavour than their intrinfic 
virtues. Thefe aromatics were brought from fome iflands near the equator, either by 
the inhabitants of thofe iflands themfelves, or by theil- neighbours, to that part of India 
intermediate between the place of growth and Europe, whither the European merchants 
Wrent to purchafe them *. Before the Arabs overran and laid Egypt wafte, commerce 
•with India was carried on by the way of the Red Sea, as in the time of the Phoenicians. 
From the fliores of this fca the met'chandize was tranfported on the backs of camels 
to the Nile, ‘after Vain attempts to form navigable canals between that river and the 
Red Sea. Down the Nile thefe goods were carried in boats to the ports of Egypt, 
where they were laden on vcflels belonging to Venice, to Genoa, Amalfi, and Pifa* 
But, when the Arabs, whether in confecjuence of religious motives, the policy of 
defpotifm, or that anarchy always favourable to pirates, drove commerce from its chan- 
nel by the gulf of Arabia, the merchants of India reforted to the Perfian Gulf and 

* The Europeani were not accudomkd, at the period adverted to, to fetch the fpicet in which they 
traded from any part of India : from that country, either by the Indians themfelvea, or by Perfian mer- 
chants who went to India for the purpofe, thefe valuable bodimodities were tranfported on the backs of 
eamels tt) the Cafpian Sea, and were there pnt on hoard veflels, navigated indi^rcntly by Indians or Per- 
iians, to be landed, part at the mouth of the Kur, Whence overland they were conveyed to the Black Sea, 
and there received by the Genoefe and Venetians eflablifhed in the Crimea ; and part at Aftracan, whence by 
the merchan,ts of Novogorod they were conveyed overland to the Baltic, and afterwards diftribated over 
Europe bjf w members of the Hanfeatic league conneAcd with the merchants of Novogorod. £no. Tr. 

Indian 
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Indian S&» whence, by the Euphrates, and by the Indus and Oxus, the j^oduftionsof 
India were conveyed to the Cafpian, or the Black Sea, and thence into the Mediterra- 
nean, whither the Italians went to purchafe and tranfport them to ail the Ihores of 
Europe, and even to the intenor of the condnent as far as to the frozen * regions of 
Mufcovy and Norway where they had their faftories •. 

II. It will readily be inferred that the price of thefe commodities at firft hand, com- 

S d with the price at which they were ultimately retailed, mufl have been very low j 
cofl to the confuraer being neceffarily much enhanced by the charge of tranfport 
and the great rifles run, .whether in navigating the Red Sea, or in paifing the deferts ; 
to which be added the profit exaded by the different individuals through whole 
hands they paflfed. We are informed by one Barthelemi, a Florentine merchant, who, 
towards the clofe of the fifteenth century, had refided the fpace of four-and-twenty 
years in India t, that they pafl'ed through twelve different hands before they reached 
the confumer, and that the ultimafe price of them was increafed tenfold from the firft 
cofl this great increafe however was much afliflcd by monopoly. When the anti-fociai 
Aral^ had perfedly annihilated the commerce of the Red Sea, the Genoefe combined 
w'ith the fchifmatic Emperor of Conflantinople in eflablifliing an exclufive commerce 
by the way of thcBlack^ea, by Tatary [Samarcand], and Perfia ; and when the Sultan 
of Egypt, after fubduing the Arabs, re-opened to trade the channel by the Nile, his 
allies the Venetians fup’planted the Genoefe, and cxclufivcly fupplied the nations of 
Europe with the rich merchandize of India |1. Finally, by one means or other, the 
Italians fo perfectly engrofled the trade with India, as to render all other nations of 
Europe their tributaries j and the price for fpices, towards the middle of the fixteenth § 
century, from another circumflance, became farther enhanced : at this epoch the 
Moors rendered themfelves mafters of the iflands which almoft exclufively produce 
the valuable fpices ; and, better acquainted with the value they bore in Europe than 
were the natives, would no longer part with them without an increafe of price 

III. The 

* This is an error, the difttibutors of the commodities of India to'thc north of Europe, (as may be feen 
in Tooke's View of the Ruflian Empire, in Coxe’s Northern Tour, in Guthrie’s Travels to the Crimea, 
and in Pallas’s Southern Tour,) at the period of the ellablilhmcnt of the Venetians at Conflantinople, and ‘ 
of the Genoefe at CaH'a, as is-obferved in the preceding note, were the merchants of Novogord, counc£licd 
with the Hanfeatic league. Their predeceflbrs in this lucrative commerce were the Golden Horde, kod 
theirs again the Permians, inhabitants of the country weft of the Ural mountains ; thefe people, even earlier 
than tire -days of the great Alfred, maintained a profitable intercourfe with India. Eng. Tr. 

■f Katbcr, perhaps, in Turkey, as Benedetto Dei in his chronicle, (cxtradls of which ar# before the 
writer,) on noticing the different dates with whom the Florentines traded diredl at this time, does nOt 
mention India. Benedetto Dei was contemporary with Barthelemi, had been deputed reprefentative of 
the ftatc of Florence to the Sultan Ottoman, and in his chronicle throws great light on the trade of Flo- 
rence as well as of Venice at this period, a period fo difaflrous to the Venetians, and at which Florence 
llione wkli its greateft fplendor. Eng. Tr. from Della Decima e dellc altre gravizze, della moniia, e della 
mercatura degli Fiorentini, tomo fecondo, Lifbona e Lucca, 1765. 

This alfo is corroborated bjstlie remarks on the map of the world of Bchaim, of which I lhall fpeak 
in the twelfth paragraph. French T r . 

.11 Again, tins is not peifcttly the fail ; at the period alluded to, the Genoefe continued to compete 
with the Venetians, as did the Florcntiius by means of the port of Pifa. The treaty made die 6 menfis 
Moharra, anno Egira 894 (an.Chr. i474.f) between the Florentine nation, by means of their ambafiador 
Luigi diM. Agnolo della Stufa, and the Sultan of Egypt Kaftim Aboo Elooazer, the IHorentlncs were 
admitted to ti ade with Egypt,* equally with the Venetians, had proteftion aiTured to fuch as chofe to rellde 
in the country, and weie fecuicd in their rights and privileges in not only the fame, but even a more ample 
degr« than the Venetians. Eng. Tr. ftom Della Decima, &c. before quoted, tomo fecondo, p. at t. 
f Fifteenth it fhould be. • r j 

Hiftorians relate the fadl of the invallon of the Moluccas by the Moors; and our author liimfelf 
adverts to the circumlUnce in the following words, which arc literally copied from the manufeript that the 
XI. p r reader 
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in. The love of gain, and a difpofition to leffen the difficulties and espences inci- 
dent on the traffic with India, originated fchemes for obtaining its merchuidize 
diredly from the firft band ; thefe fchemes were planned at the epoch of the regenera- 
tion of literature, that at which the art of printing, newly difcovered, had already -dif- 
fufed through a greater number of hands the knowledge tranfmitted to pofterityliy 
ancient writers on navigation and the figure of the earth. It became known that 
certain Phoenician navigators, failing from the Red Sea, entered the Mediterranean by 
the Strait of Gibraltar *; it confequently was conjeftured, it would be ^offible to fail 
from the Atlantic to the mouth of the Red Sea, and, by purfuing an eaftern courfe, 
to reach *the Spice lilands. Moreover, it ceafed any longer to be doubted that the 
ancients were acquainted with the fpherical form of the earth, and the exiftence of our 
antipodes, an opinion which, in the age of ignorance, was not only confidered to be 
antiphilofophical, but alfo a herefy. Travellers who, treading in the fteps of the Ve- 
netian Marco Polo, had traced all the fea-coaft of Alia, affirmed that the earth deferibed 
a curve from eaft to well ; and the Portuguefe who, in the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, had vifited all the Ihores of Guinea, by uniting their information to that of the 
navigators of the north of Europe, made evident, from their account of the elevation and 
depreffion of the polar ftar, that the earth, from north to fouth, in a fimilar manner 
was marked by a curve. From thefe two data it confequently followed that the earth 
was of a fpherical form, and that it would be poffible to make the circuit of it. The 
deduflion correfponded well with the obfervations of aftrologers, who, notwithftanding 
the ridiculous objeft by which they were aftuated in their oblervadpns, that of devining 
the future, had yet much advanced the feience of aftronomy.3p|Tarratives alfo were 
current, though of a vague defeription, of certain failors fafei to nave been tranfported 
to the illands between Europe and America, and thence to the new continent then 
unknown. On thefe grounds were built the hope of reaching Malucho (the name 
then given to the Spice Illands, now termed the Maluccas,) either by coafting along 
the Ihores of Africa and afterwards lleering eall, or by keeping a wellern courlie acrofs 
the Atlantic Ocean. So little obllacle was expedled to this latter courfe, that the moll 
celebrated geographers, in their charts, placed only a few illands between the weftem 
ihores of Europe and Africa and the eaftern coall of Alia, as will be feen in para- 
graph XII. 1 his was indeed an error, but an error very excufable in the geographers 
of that time; for, though the ancients h.ad pretty correctly afeertained the circumference 
of the earth f, and had even laid down certain rules to determine the longitude of 
' places. 


reader may be qualified to judge of the (lyle of Pigafetta ; and for the fame reafoii as often as occafion may 
prefent iifelf to quote his words the fame phn will be followed. The words of Pigafetta are, fofjt 
cinquanta annit chf quejii mori hahitano in Ma!uc/jo : prima It hnhUano ^eniilt : p. 20j. “ I'he Moors have 

inhabited Molucca about fifty years ; before them it was peopled by Pagans.*' 

* Herodotus, 1 . iv, c. 4 j Strabo, Li.; and others enumerated by Riccioli Gcogr. L iii, c. 20. 
French Tr. 

t Arillotle (dc Coelo, lib. ii.) fpeaks of it as an eftaUilhed fadf. It appears that the mathematicians 
of Egypt meafured a degree in the latitude of Memphis, that is to fay in thirty degrees north, upon their 
determining on the pofition and fizc of the pyramids j for each of the fides of the lar^cft pyramid is 
part of a degree in length, whence it may be fair to conjedture, that they divided the iUpgree into a thoufand 
j^rts, and g^vc to each fide of the pyramid the length of ,th parts of a degree. (Venini Delle Mifure 
Fraocefe. Opufe. Sulti, tom. xx. p. 9S.) French Tr. 

A tiegree in latitude thirty degrees mcafures ;(53,724 Englifli feet, according to the tables of Profeffor 
^ Pond. The 500th part of a degree is confequently 727* Englilh feet. Now, as will be feen in the notes to 
the relation refpefting Egypt 01 Abd Allaiif^ in that portion of this work which comprizes the Travels in 

Africa, 
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places, for want of thefe rules being thoroughly comprehended th^ were but little 
regarded. To the general ignorance at this time therefore of the dSmtjnfions of the 
earth, and of the longitude of places, is to be aferibed the expefiation of reaching in a 
foort time, by a weftern courfe, thofe iflands, the diftance or ivhich from Europe was 
<ajly known towards the eaft and the fouth. 

IV. The mind of Chriftopher Colon was wholly occupied by refle£lion on this 
matter; this great man, who combined with a theoretic and pradtical knowledge 
of navigation all the information that could be gathered from preceding navigators, 
and the intrepidity requifite for a grand entei-prize, this great man, convinced of the 
fpherical form of the earth, faw no difficulty in croffing the Atlantic Ocean ,by means 
of the compafs, with the variation of which, and with the means of correcting it he 
was acquainted *. He applied to the Genoefe, who had no other means of reviving 
their commerce, for fliips and means of putting his plan into execution ; but the Ge- 
noefe, occupied on trivial fpeculatjons, and perpetually embroiled by domeftic faftions, 
which rendered them now fubjed to the Kings of France, and at other times to the 
Dukes of Milan, refufed him afllftance. To the King of Portugal he next made appli- 
cation, but ineffectually, as, intent on reaching the Moluccas by doubling the fouthem 
cape of Africa, his pro^ofition was not regarded by this monarch ; at length, after long 
and repeated memorials, the court of Spain refolved on trulling him with fome Ihips. 
Still Colon merely touched at the iflands of America (rtie difeovery of that continent 
being referved for his fucceffors), and flattered himfelf in vain with finding a paffage 
to the well of Mexico, and by the illhmus of Panama. 

V. The voyaged Colon engendered difputes between the Spaniards and Portuguefe 
refpeQing certain nfands difeovered by them, and ftill more refpeCting the lands which 
they hoped to difeover in future. The latter, on undertaking their voyages along the 
coaft of Africa, had the forelight to avail themfelves of the general opinion of the 
time, that the fucceffor of St. Peter, as the vicar of Jefus Chrill, had the power of dif* 
poling of fuch kingdoms as did not pertain to Chriftian potentates. The Popes, 
Martin V. Eugenius IV. and Nicholas V. had already invefted Portugal with the empire 
of all the countries they had hitherto difeovered on theicoaft of Africa. Alexander VT. 
to whom, after the voyage of Colon, Spain and Portugal preferred at the fame inllant 
their different pretenfions, marked out a line which travcrfing the two poles, divided 
the terrellrial globe. The illand Ferro, one of the Canaries, through which paffed the 
firft meridian of Ptolemy, was the point through which this line, called the Line of 
Demarcation, ran to either pole. From this line all eallward was granted by the Pope 
to the Portuguefe, to the Spaniards all they Ihould difeover well. Bht when the 


Africa, the lidetof the great pyramid, according to the French geometricians, meafure at prefent 716 
French feet 6 inches, or 764^ Englifli feet, without the caliiig of niaible with which it was formerly 
covered j with that cafing it ^is computed to hare meafured'734 French fret 6 inches, or ySa-,?;, Englifli 
feet. Now, taking the latter meafnrement, the proportion of the fide of the great pyramid to a degree in 
latitude thirty decrees will be nearly as 1 to 464, and not as 1 to 500. Eno. Tr. 

It is moreover known that Hypparchus, three centuries before the vulgar *ra had determined the lati* 
lude and longitude of feveral ftars ) and that Ptolemy in the fecond century afeertained by hts method 
ehe geographical pofttion of feveral places on the earth with a nicety from which we may infer that they 
were the refult of jaftronoinlcal obfervations. Reieii/on, An Hiflorical Difquifition TeMdinjr Ancient 
India. Se«. 11. French. Tr. -t 6 

• Terabofehi. Storia delle Lettere Ital. Tomo vi. However, the knowIedgCfof the variation of the 
needle muft at this time have been far from generally diffufed, fince it was unknown to the pilots of the 
fquadron of Magellan. (See forward Book II,) 
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Portaguefe made thehtfelves mafters of the Brazib, and infifted on comprehending 
thb country within the eafl; of the itne, the line of demarcation was extelitded thirty 
degrees welfward from tl|e 6Hl meridian of Ptolemy. 

VI. . While Spain in -^e weft was extending her coAquefts, and her chiefs muld^ 
plying their cruelties and crimes, the Portuguefe, under Vafco de Gama, in 14|^ 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope*, difcovered in 1455 by Cadamofto a Venetian nari- 
gator. They coafted along the eartern Ihores of Africa and the iflands which lie 
between that portion of the world and Afia, and arrived at Calicut, which then was the 
mart for fpices. After wars and battles, as well with the natives as with the Moors, 
who had invaded a confiderable portion of this country, they extended their voyj^e to 
the Molucca iflands ; and here, in 1510, they formed an eilabliihmcnt, and engroffed 
almoft an exclulive traffic in pepper and cloves, fpices chiefly exported from thefe 
Iflands f. 

VII. The duke of Albuquerque was at this time governor and viceroy of the Portu- 
guefe eftablifliments in India, and by his genius and intrepidity had rendered abortive 
the machinations of the Venetians, who, being at that time the allies of Soliman the 
Magnificent, exerted all their means to preferve in its channel, by the Red Sea, the 
commerce which the Portuguefe were anxious to tranfport to Liibon J. In the fuite 
of this viceroy it was that Magellan remained five years in India §. He was a Portu- 
guefe gentleman, had cultivate the fcicnces, but efpecially thofe branches which relate 
to navigation (a ftudy then much in vogue among the nobility of Portugal), and had 
undertaken this voyage that he might make himfcif known at court, and fecure to him-, 
felf an employment luited to his genius. From Calicut he went to^umatra, where he 
captured a flave. It does not appear that he extended his voyage to the Moluccas, not- 
withftanding the alTertions of Angera, Ramuiip, and other writers || ; for if he had 
proceeded to them he would have known that they are under the equinoctial line, and 
confequently would not have gone in fearch of them to the fourteenth degree of north 
latitude, as he is feen to have done in his chart. From the Indies he returned to 
Lifbon. In the mean time Albuquerque fent to the Moluccas Francis Serano, a friend 
and relation of Magellan, with direftions to conftruft a fort there ; but this he was 
unable to effeft, as, from an infenfate pride, each of the kings of the iflands contended 
for its being built on his own territory ; and as Serano himfelf, anxious to fubdue 
them all at once, afted rather as a fovercign than a peace-maker, which title he 
affumed. In courfe of the woi k will be fecn in what manner he became the victim of 
his ambition. 

VIII. ■ I am ignoraflt what pretenfions Magellan may have had to favours from court ; 
but his whole condud feems to ffiew that he was equally intrepid and well informed, 
notwithftanding the alTertions of the Jefuii Mallei who charges him with polTelling a 

* This cape was laid down hi 1450 by IVother Mauro, camaldule c»f the convent of Wurano near 
Venice, 011 a naap of the world which I hvw in X790, and which> as is faid, is ftill to be fceris 

French Tr. 

f At leafl if credit be due to our author, who, at page 176, dates his havin^r met, in 1521, with Pedro 
de Lorofa, and learnt from him, Como ja fedlzl anni fla^ua ne la India, ma x in Malucho^ e tanti erono ehe 
Malucbo ftan)a difeoperio ajeofamente. That he had then been iixteen years in India, but ten in the 
Moluccas, as long back as which they had been difcovered, though the <iifc«^^rv Had Kpim Icqpt fecrct/* 
French Tr. ' 

Robenfon. Loco citato, fcdl. iv. 

J Petri Anglcrll, Opus Epill. Epiil. 767. 

11 Hiiloire Gencralc de Voyages, tom. i. p, 126. Edit, de PanV 

f Htft* Her, Ind. lib. viii. 
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larger Ibare lof vanity than of real tperit; thoi^h, if our ai^thor be believed, we 
« muft allow bis claima to have been exceedingly moderate, fince they were limited to 
an increafe of pay of nearly fix franks (five Ihillings) per m^th» As, moreover, the 
King of Spain invefted him drith the order of St. James ofime Sword, and entrufted 
Up with the command of a fquadron, there is reaibn to believe that, in the fervices 
rOTdcred by him to Portugal, he had exhibited evident proof of valour and IkiBi' 

IX. During the ftay of Magellan in Portugal, as Maffei relates *, he kept up a co«- 
ftant correfpondence with his friend Serano, who invited him to return to India, and 
even to Repair to the Moluccas, the diftance of which illands from Sumatra, an ifland 
well known to him, he pointed out. But if conjefture be allowed, andthej:racing of 
caufes from refults, it is not unlikely that Magellan will have complained to Serano of 
the injuftice of the court of Lifbon towards him ; that Serano, poflibly menaced by 
the viceroy for not having followed his orders in building the fort, will have offered 
to furrendcr thefe iflands to Spain ; and at the fame time have given information to 
Magellan, acquired from the inhabitants of the moft eaftem illands, of the poffibility 
of falling in with the cape of the continent difcovered by Colon, of doubling it, or of 
finding fome ftrait in that diredion ; and this the more from the Portuguefe being at 
that time in pofleffiorf of the Brazils, difcovered in 1500 by Cabral, a country in 
which John Carvajo, of whom Pigafetta frequently fpeaks, had refided for four years, 
and in which John de Solis, while feeking a palfagc to the Indies, was afiafiinated and 
devoured by cannibals, together with fixty of his crew. 

X. It is not altogether improbable that Magellan was enabled by thefe means to 

obtain fome intelligence refpeding a palTage from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean j 
but it was by other modes that he became fatisfied of the adual exiftence of this paf- 
fage, as he informed Pigafetta and the companions of his expedition when he found 
himfelf in the ftrait. While foliciting advancement at the court of Lifbon, he paid 
fuch clofc attention to the lludy of geography and navigation as to render himfelf one 
of the beft geographers and navigators of his time f. In confcquencc of this charader 
he was allowed to examine all the charts which had hitherto been colleded, and which , 
were preferved with great care in the royal treafuryj The infant Don Henry, who 
firft planned the undertaking of voyages for the difeovery of new countries, and thoie, 
who fucceeded him, had here colleded all the fpeculations on this I’ubjed, and all the 
geographical maps they could obtain, by means of thofe geographers, navigators, and . 
aftronomers who, in hopes of reward, came to tender their works at Lifbon. la this 
treafury it was that Magellan found a chart of Martin of Bohemia, on which the llimt 
was marked which communicates with the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean. * . 

XI. In order to be convinced that Magellan really fought this paflage in confequd^e 
of feeing it marked on the chart of Martin of Bohemia, one need only read what Piiga>' 
fetta fays on this fubjed, whofe words are here exadly copied from the mauufeript in 
our pofiefiion |. It is Angular this fad fhould be denied, as it might have been found 
in the extrafft from Pigafetta, publifhed in French by Fabre, and in Italian by Ratnufio ; 
but it is ftill more fingular that this fad, fo konourable for Martin of Bohemia, or 

^ Rer. Ind. lib. viii* 

t fiu giufianmh cbe homo fojfi al mondo carleava^ ei navi^ava* He drew charts and naviVated 
with more exadi^dc tlian % one living.” 

t li capitano^gentrale^ che fapeva de dover faie la fua navcga%ioneper uno firtio molio afeofo^ eotuff vife ne la 
thejoraria del re de Portugal in unaiarta fata per quello excellentyjimo buomo Martin dc Boemia^ maadn due 
P^e 40. “ The captaimge^ieral, who knewHbe had to navigate throngh a very fecrct ftrait, 
which he had feen, in the treafury of the King of Portugal, marked in a chart drawn up by that rao^ 
excellent man Martin dc Boemia, ordered two mips,” &c. a ^ 
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rather Behalm *, fhould have been denied by Mr. de Mur, on publiihkig a wSrk in 
honour of him f. An examination into thi$ difputed point, materially coime&ed as it 
is with the moft intereO:ii|g part of the voyage I am about to publifli, will not here be 
mifplaced. M. Otto, m' a memoir inferted in the fecond volume of the Philofophical 
Tranfafiions of the Society of 'Philadelphia, has fought to prQve that Colon was imt 
the firft who difcovcred America, nor Magellan the firft explorer of the ftrait whim 
bears his name ; and that the honour of both thefe difcoveries is peculiarly due to 
Martin Behaim of Nuremberg. In faft, this Martin Behaim was one of the fu'ft geo* 
graphers of his age j and one of the firft who, in 1492, formed a map of tKe world, 
which he bequeatned to his country, and in which it is vet preferved ; was one of the 
firft who croffed the line with the famous navigator Jaques Cano in 148 a ; who, 
having married the daughter of Huerter, a feudatory of the iiland of Fayal, one of the 
Azores, paffed feveral years on that ifland, occafionally at different tiraOS making voy* 
' ages to Europe ; and who, efteemed and confulted by the learned men of his time, as 
well as by the court of Lifbon, had ample means of acquiring the moft rare, as well as, 
for that age, the moft extenfive information with refpefl: to what relates to geography. 
Still there is no foundation for pretending that Colon difeovered America pofteriorly 
to Behaim, as was clearly demonftrated by the prefident Count Carli, loft to the republic 
of letters and Milan, in 1795 J. M. Otto refts his opinion on a chronicle of Nurem- 
berg, which ftates that “ he difcovcred the iflands of Am- rica before Colon, and the 
ftrait, which afterwards was called the Magellanic, even before Magellan himfelf and 
on the teftimony of Hartman Schedcl, who fays, that Magellan and Cano in courfc of 
their failing found themfelvcs in another world. But the prefidenf Carli obferves that 
the chronicle of Nuremberg is not contemporary ; and Mr. ae Murr convinced 
himfelf that the ftatement aferibed to Schedcl is interpolated in the manufeript in 
different hand-writing. In fad it is not found in the firft edition of his work, which 
is in our library. Add to this, the expreilion, “ In alteruin orbem accepti funt,” may 
indicate their having paffed the line. 

XII. With ftill lefs reafon does Mr. Murr affume that Martin Behaim never had the 
leaft idea of the Strait of Magdjan. “ Having had the means,” fays Mr. Murr, “ of 
examining the archives of his heirs, I found among them no trace of this dicovery. More- 
over, the terreftrial globe which he prefented to the city of Nuremberg fuificiently proves 
that Martin Behaim did not even fufped the cxiftence of America.” This globe, the 
hemifphere of which, comprifing the weftern part of Europe and Africa and the 
e|fi:em parf of Afia, was publifhed by Mr. Murr, this globe, I fay, Ihews, that at that 
time it was conceived a veffel might proceed direftlj from the Azores to the kingdoms 
of Tungut, Cambalu, and Thibet, without meeting with any other land than the ifland 
of Cathay, in the whole extent of ocean to be croffed in the voyage. From the 
Canary iflands likewife it w'as imagined a courfe was open to the ifland Antilia, and 
on this account Colon gave the napic fff Antilles to the iflands in front of America. 
From the Cape Verd iflands, on the globe of Behaim, the courfe was deferibed as open 
and with no land intervening to Cipangu (Japan), made known to Europe by Marco 
Polo, and mentioned by Pigafetta, who fancied he paffed at but a fliort diftance from 

^ * It is «’dl known that his real name was Behaim. Cluverius fays he w^^alled of Bohemia becaufe 
his anceftors came originally from that country, or bad fettled there forSe purphK of carrying on 
eraffic. 

f Notice fur le Chevalier Martin Behaim, celebre navigateur Portugal’s | avec la defeription de fon 
globe terreftie. ^e the DilTertation at the clofe of this work. 

^ Sec Opuicoli Scelti di Milano, tomo xv. p. 7a. 

it. 
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it. ^lom Japan the fea. was open to Cambap, and, tu^ng fonthward, to the larger 
and fmaller iwiinds of Java, placed under tho fanie meridian. It is ther^ore plain that 
the globe alluded to does not notice America. As therefore, Behwm in i492», knew 
nothmg of America, he could impart no information to j4ol^,'Who jlkile^ in that ye^ ; 
l^t this fad by no m^ans proves that, between that ^ppch *and the year i wlu(^ 
^s the laft of the life of Behaim, he had not become acquainted with alf %at was 
known up to that titpe, and marked the fame on a geographical chart. His dmerent 
voyages, his extenfive correfpondence with all the learned men of the day, his vatibus 
occupations at the court of Lifbon, and^ above all, his refidence at the Azores iflaUds, 
furpilhed him with means of acquiring all the information which chance or refeiurdi 
had produced among navigators. Varenius * pretends that Nunez de *Valboa, in 
1513, was ctmvinced of the exiftence of the ftrait in queftion from currents, .which are 
only found iil' channels open at the two extremities, and never in a bay. Why in this 
cafe Ihould it be deemed unlikely that fome other navigators fhould have made the 
Fame obfervatiop in the time of Behaim, and have communicated it to him ? Mr. de 
Murr indeed allows the podibility of fuch an incident, but pretends that it did not take 
place ; and that it was Marc- Antonio Pigafetta, who in his Itinerary, publiflied in 
London in 1585, firft* fpread the fable of the difeovery of America by Behaim ; “ and 
I am ignorant,” adds he, “ whether Philip Pigafetta, in his Relation refpefting Congo, 
does or not allude to Martin Behaim.” We may gather from the manner in which 
Mr. de Murr expreffes himfelf, that he fcarcely knew the names and titles of the books 
of the two other Pigafettas (Marc-Antonio and Philip) *, and that he was altogether 
uninformed refpej^ing our knight Antonio Pigafetta, of his “ Relation of the Difeovery 
of India ;” or of the extradts publlflied from that work ; nay, that he had not himfelf 
read the Itinerary of which he fpcaks, for it contains no mention whatever of Martin 
Behaim. Neither does Pliilip Pigafetta, in his Relation refpedling Congo, printed at 
Rome in 1591, or in his Itinerary of Egypt, make any mention of him, as I learn in 
the latter inftance from ray friend Mr. Malacarne, profeflbr of furgery, in whofe pbf- 
fellion this manufeript is. 'I'hcrc is therefore little room to doubt that Magellan l^ad. 
feen the flrait to which he gave name marked on the chart of Martin Behaim : but it 
muft at the fame time be allowed either that he placcomo implicit reliance on the chilut,. 
or that the chart in quellion was very incorredt ; as otherwife, when in latitude forty-'nme 
degrees thirty minutes north, he would not have difpatched his veflel the San Jagb to 
reconnoitre the coaft on which it was fhipwrecked while feeking the ftrait in fifty-two - 
degrees ; nor would he have determined on proceeding fouth as high as feventfifive 
degrees in cafe he Ihould not find it. 

JCIII. Let us now return to the hiftory of Magellan, and of our author. 
in view of avenging his fancied wrongs, whether to obtain that promotion he fbv^j^t, 
Magellan repaired to Spain, and offered his fervices to Charles V. in taking command 
of a fquadron to fail to the weftward of the line of demarcation as far as to the Spice- 
iflands, which were better known from the report of the Italians, who had proceeded 
thither eaftward, than from the narratives of the Portuguefe, who had then been 
ten years eftablifhed there, but who kept in greateft fecrecy the difeoveries they made j 
fo much fo indeed, ffiys Caftagnada, that in the courie of time the memory of the 
voyage of ^ma w^d have been loft, had he not himfelf taken the trouble of writing 
and commling it to the prefsf. Charles y., or rather Cardinal Xinienes, his prime 

* Oeog. gener. c. la. 

t Hifioria della conquifta delle Indie Orienule, peface. 

8 miiufter, 

is 
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minift«r, who governed Spain during his abfence, paid great attention ,tO; t|»e,pifeje^ 
of Magellan, who not only convinced him of the poffibility of reaching the,$pi!ce*Iflan4^ 
by failing towards the jyeft, but affured him that they were comprifed within that • 
portion of the globe whi^, in virtue of the line of demarcation, belonged to Spain 
tor, had it not been for this reprefen tation, the Cardinal woudd afluredly not ha^ 
fanAioned the invafion of a country vefted in another by the Pope. In order to fatisi^ 
him that the Moluccas w^ere in the Spanilh hemifphtTe, Magellan brought forward 
the teftimony not only of Criftoval Hara, who ftatcd that he was convinced from the 
information given him by ficlors belonging to dilFercnt eftablilhtnents he had in India 
of the real, geographical pohiion of thefe iflands*, but alfo of the famous aftrologer 
Rodrigo Faleiro, who {hewed, by a map of the world and by the compafles, that thefe 
iflands wefl'e fituate within the one hundred and eightieth degree of longitude weft. 
And as the Cardinal continued yet to entertain I'ome doubt of the fail, Faleiro 
inftruSed Magellan in a method to calculate the longitude, fo as not to overpafs the 
line t of demarcaiion. In order to clear the point, it was indeed proppfed that Faleiro 
Ihould accompany Magellan ; but, as the former was an aftrologer, he excufed 
himfelf from being a party iu the voyage, pretending he had computed it, and found, 
if attempted, it would prove fatal to him. It did indeed prove fatal to Martin dc 
Sevilla, who went in his Head, but who had not forefeen that he would be aflapinated, 
as will be feen he was at the ifland Zubu. 

XIV, We have a proof of the importance of inquiries into the longitudes, during 
this voyage, in the defeription 1 am about to publilh. Scarcely had the fquadron 
reached the Pacific Ocean ere the Cavellero Pigafetta made a point of noting on his 
journal, not only the latitude, but allb the longitude of the line of demarcation ; 
and in order to obviate any niifconception, he remarks that this line is thirty 
degrees weft of the firft meridian, which itfelf is three degrees weft of Cape Verd |. 
After having exprefled himfelf with fuch exactitude, it is highly furpriziug that 
Fabre, who has given an extrad of his narrative, fhould not have comprehended him, 
^nd inftead of degrees of longitude “ from the line of demarcation,” have conltanily 
written “ from the line of depijrturc,” or “ the degree of longitude whence they 
departed j” and in that part where he fhould have marked the pofition of the line, 
the fame as our author has done, he fays, “ and thirty degrees from the meridian, 
which is three degrees more towards the eaft than the Cape of Good Hope.” 

It is evident his mode of exprcflion is marked by a want of fenfe, and in confequence 
Rc^ufio, on tranflating the work of Fabre, has wholly omitted this paffage ; that 
in *pying the author before him, in lieu of “ Longitudine dalla linea di divifione,” 
he fhould have given “ Longitudine dal luogo donde fi eran partiti,” is certainly ex- 
cufable ; but by thus writing he encreafes the errors of the longitude noticed by 
Pigafetta by forty degrees. 

XV. But the Portuguefe, interefted in determining the real latitude of the Moluccas, 
accufed the* Spaniards not only of being in error, but with perfidy ; and Pietro 
Martir D’Angera, a Milanefe gentleman, and hiftoriographer of the court of Spain, 
pleafantly ftates in one of his letters §, that twenty*four pilots and aftronomers were 
chofen, Spanifh and Portuguefe, who, after numerous fyllogifms, at length decided 

• Epitlola di MaiTimili ano Tranfilvano, preflb Ramuflo, tom i. p. 348. ; 

+ Caftagnede, loc cit. 

f La linca de la repartitione e trenta gradi long! dal racredionale ; el- mqridionale e tre gradi al 
devante long! da Capo Verde, page 56. 

J Epiftle 797. 
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that nttotherwifebe fettled tbHil by the mouths bf tanaoa j Charles V. 

however, (Mhiputed that it would be preferable he Ihould accept the offer made 
him by /oiM III. of Portugal of one hundred and fifty thou^d piftciled in lieu of all 
claim ) and he confequently ceded his pretenfions. It is moreo^ clear that thefe iilUiids^ 
p^ed by, Pigafetta bqftween the one hundred and fixtietli and one hundf^ and 
feventieth degree weft of the line of demarcation, are in reality fituate beyoftd one 
hundred and eighty degrees weft of that line, and that they of courfe, by the bull of 
Alexander , VI., belonged to Portugal. Putting OUt of queftion their exaft pofition^ 
the King of Spain, fatisfied that Portugal ufurped a property inherent in himfelf, 
and already difpofed to grant a fquadron of caravellas * to Kftefano Gotnez for a 
voyage of difeover}', confided the command of it to Magellan, who, in order to 
remove all obftacles, entrufted one of the veffels to the pilotage of the fame Gomez, 
a confidence which he foon had reafon to repent. 

XVI. While this matter was in agitation at the court of Madrid, Antonio Piga* 
fetla, a gentleman of Vicenza, was at Rome, whither all Italians of genius, or who 
fought to make their fortunes repaired, efpeciallv in the brilliant aera of Leo X. He 
was of a tolerably noble family, originally from Tufeany, and probably was the 
fon of that Matteo Pigaft*tfa, a doflor and knight, who at feveral epochs w'as employed 
in the miniftry of the affairs of his country f. Alike anxious for fame and fortune^ 
he felt inclined to feek both in diftant countries, and even in the new world recently 
difeovered by Colon and Amcrico VcfpucCi, and in which a number of ItaRans had 
already acquired wealth and renownj lie went to Spain in the fuite of Signor 
Francefi Chiericutoi» his fellow citizen, who w'as deputed from Rome as orator oi* 
embaffadur to Charles V. in order thence to commence his travels. Every thing 
fucceeded with him to the full extent of his wiflies ; and in the epiftle in which he 
dedicates his work will be feen the manner in which he obtained permiflion from the’ 
Emperor to accompany the fquadron of Magellan, 

XVII. Pigafetta certainly was not Very well informed, notwithftanding the affeftion 
of Marzari, a Viccntinc hlftorian, “ that he was famous throughout Europe for hie 
ikill in philofophy, in the mathematics, and aftrolog)' |>|m)ut he had ftudied geography 

* Caravella waa a term given by the Porttigiiefe, at this turtle, to veffels which carried on the trade with 
India, and is a diminutive of caravan. The fpices and filks of India, as before lias been noticed, were 
formerly conveyed by camels, over-land, from Samarcand, the Gulf of Daffora, or the Red Sea. For 
fecurity*s fake the merchants travelled in large bodies, denominated caravans: as theieforc the word 
caravan was applied to the affemblage which brought Indian commodities to the hands of Furopea^ 
the (hips employed on a fimilar objedl, appropriately received the di.tinflion Caravellas, Esb. Ta. * 
f Angel Oibrirli de Sta. Maria, Biblioteca e Storia dc’ fcriitori Vicciitini, vol iv. p i.'—ul hiwe 
made fome cnqtiliirs at Vicenza refpet‘ling the perfon and family of our traveller, but have been able to 
obtain but little information. In a raartofeript entitled Ocncalogica Storia delle famiglie nobile Vt» 
centini, »ol ii. it is faid he was the fon of Domitio qm. Antonio and Bartolomea Marofticaj und 
that he was elefled Jiirifconfultus in 1^70, which ill accords with the Cavallero Antonio, it nlefs indeed 
his father was.the Jurifeonfultus. For what regards the Cavaliero Antonio, there arc only two liuef of 
an epitaph placed in the churth of the mins of St. Dominic by the Cavsllero Capra, who inherited 
thc ertateof Philip Pigafetta. “ Philippus Pigafcta-=Perigriiiandi cupidus, ct Antonii gemilis fui eq. 
hierofolim, qui primus terrarum orbem circnmiit, glorix xmulii', abditiffimas regiones adivtt/* etc. Hi» 
houfe is ftilf vifible at Vicenza in the (Ireet Della-l.una 5 it is of Gothic architeAure, and WM built by 
hisfsmily in 1491 > but on^s feturn he caufed the portal to be ornamented by a feftoof* Of rofes, and 
engraved ihereon^c LI1«||(W wprds jl • k’est • rose • saks • esrine ; having no dpubt in view the 
glory he liad acqufTlbd by his clreamftavi^ation, and the ftjffermgs he had undergone, 1 Owe thefe par- 
ticulars to the Condes hrancefi’di T hieni, and Frarrccfi di 6an Giovanni, to whom I feci ft cqnaily a doty 
and a publicly to acknowledge my obligation, Fr. Tr .• t i i 

Storia di Vicenza, al’ anno 14B0. 
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and agronomy fufHciently to comprehend the ufe of the afl:robibe« and de^effmine the 
latitude of a place } he was likewife acquainted with the theory of phenomena 

foiEciently well to make thofe obfervations of the liars by which the varianoae of the 
needle are afcertained, thb run of a lliip is computed, and the longitude found. His 
;.|lnowledge in thefe appendages on the art of navigation will be feen in his Treatife 
on Navigation, of which an extrad is given at the conclufidn of the narrative 6 f 
his voyage. 

' XVIll. His anxiety to obtain further knowledge equalled and even furpalTed his 
acquirements. Of this we have a fpecimen in the lludious attention he paid, during 
his voyage, to the acquilition of the idioms of the different nations he vifited, and to 
forming vocabularies of lefs or greater volume, as circumllanccs admitted. He fought 
to be an eye-witnefs of every thing himfelf, and had frequent means of gratifying his 
in this refpeft, owing to the private millions in which he was fent to the Kings 
of the iilands vifited by the fquadron. We lliall in^the courfe of his narrative per- 
edve, that he fcarcely ever failed of making excurfions for the purpofc of examining 
the moll important branches of culture of the different countries ; the natural hillory 
of thele he gives in the bell manner in his power ; not, indeed, with the exaditude of 
a botanill, but with the precifion of a man of fenfe. Nt)t contenting himfelf with 
what he faw, he fought for information refpefting thole countries at which the 
fquadron did not touch, by means of thofe Indians who, of their own accord or 
by compulfion, were on board the fquadron. It muff, at the fame time, be allowed, 
that he Was deficient of the requifiie know ledge of natural hillory and phyfics to be 
qualified to appreciate duly all he faw, and to dillinguifli truth aujid the fables and 
lalfities related to him ; of the inhabitants of the Orellana, for example, and the 
Amazons, of Pygmies, &c. deferiptions of whom, given as if he ferioufly credited 
them himfelf, excites one’s rifible faculties. 

XIX. But though he was not either a Ikilful botanill, naturalill, or allronomer, 
as are moll of the navigators of the prefent age, Pigafetta is far from meriting the 
obloquy thrown on him by M. de Paw, who calls him “ a barbarous exaggerator, a 
credulous and ignorant man, ^jyho, with no duty, and with no appointment, failed 
in the Vidory But again, “what value is allignable to the obloquy of M. Paw ? 
Does it alk more than a curfory view of his “ Recherches fur les Ainericains,” to 
be fatisfied that he is a writer who, by “ hazardous affertions, taking them in the 
moll favourable light, and without underllanding what he fpeaks about,*' as M. 
Pemetty jullly obfervesf, propofed to himfelf no other ebjed than of writing a book 
which might be palatable to the felf-titled philofophers of the day, either by the 
novelty of the delufive fyftem it broaches refpeding America, or by its fcandal, and 
the inreligious feutiments it contains. Indeed, this author was unacquainted with any 
other than the wretched extrad of the work of Pigafetta, publilhed by Fabre ; yet 
does he prefume to condemn buili the writer and the w'ork itfclf, as if he had feen it 
in its perfed Hate. It is true, on ihc other hand, other writers, among which is to 
be ranked the celebrated Tirabofchl, thought little of the Voyage of Pigafetta; but 
this could only arife from their having conceived that he wrote nothing but what they 
had feen in Fabre and Ramtifio. 

XX. Kgafetta, moreover, is fpecially deferving of the care he has 

Ihewm m noting daily all he faw and heard, and all th||||ifcurre4;Jl!0 himfelf and’ 

* Rechtrehes fur Ics Americalns^ tonic^l. p. 289. 

f Pi*cfac\a la Difiertation furies Richerches, 
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his companidiM in the fquadron ; he was furthermore fo fortunate as never to have 
been out of .condition to write ; for, while altnoff the whole of the crew were groaning 
under tedicWis hialadtes, ‘he uninterruptedly enjoyed lus health in fiifhcient degree to 
be qualified to make bk daily bbfervations ; hence, when on iWs return he reached the 
ifl^ds of Cape Verd, and enquired the day of the week, h§ could not be perfiaaded^r 
that he had loft '8 day, owing to his having regularly kept his ioiimal. Pigafetta is 
not the only one who has felt fUTprize on making the tour of the globe, at having 
loft a day; this lofs, which was undoubted, feemed at that time fo inexplicable, feys 
Angera *, that it was rather believed that our navigators had not made the tour of t^ 
world, until the aftronomers and Cardinal Contarini demonftrated that fuch a lofs 
was a natural confcquence which muft happen to all who fliould circumnavigate the 
globe, failing from eaft to weft. 

XXL At the clofe of three years, fays Angera f, of two hundred and thirty-feven 
perfons, of whom the equipment confifted at its outfit, and of the five veffcls of which 
the fquadron confifted, but eighteen men and but one veflel, in a fliattered and leaky 
condition, returned to Seville, the place from which they failed ; of thefe eighteen 
was Pigafetta. Every one on board the remaining Ihip made a point of relating all that 
had occurred, and thisVhe more from the difpofition of the court of Spain to publifti 
the account ol a voyage fo truly important ; for before thefe no one had circumna- 
vigated the globe. Pie,tro Martyr D’Angera, whom we have recently quoted, a 
member of the council for India affairs, and who had already vvntten an account of 
the Voyage of Colon J, was entruiled to colleft all that could be obtained from the 
wretched remains of tfie crews. Into his hands probably will have been delivered all 
the journals which had been preferved on board the veflel that returned ; but it feems, 
Pigafetta retained that which he had kept, for he himfelf informs us that he went to 
Valladolid, to prefent himfelf before the l^mperor §; and prefumptively, on this oc» 
cafion, he tendered him a copy of his journal written by himfelf, rcfcrving the original 
notes. To the orders given by the Emperor for D^Angera to write the hiflory of 
this expedition, were added the requeft of Pope Adrian VI. with whom D’Angera 
was on terms of clofe intimacy at the time, he having £1 led the ftation at couit of pre- 
ceptor to Charles V.^ D’ Angera therefore wrote this niftory, and himfelf tells us, that 
he fent his manufeript to Rome to the Pope, who intended to have it printed in the 
moft beautiful ffyle ; but this event did not take place until after his death ||. Ra- 
mufio adds ^ , that this manufeript was either confumed by fire, or perifticd on occafion 
of the pillage of Rome in 1527. 

XXIL The fame Ramufio, one of the earliefl: and moft learned dbmpllers ^ 
voyages, adds, on this occafion, that the memory of an enterprize fo great would 
nearly have been entirely loft, ‘‘ had not a fkilful Vicentine gentleman, M. Antonio 
Pigafetta, given a curious and minute account of it of this, as we fhall prefentiv 


♦ Epift. 770. ^ ^ ^67. 

j Martyns ob Anjrlena. I')e rebus Oceaiiis tt o»bc novo, 

% ar tn me da SevigHa andai a V allaJcilit, ove aprefentai a la faera mnijefia de D 
^gefdo ma cofe da ejere ajai apreciati da mjtmtl Fra h altre cojk H detti tm Bra feri 

** I MBifc.* " SKO'tio net viaggio noJUo, pag. 250 On leaving Sevilla i 

Jicioui in The^li^of Majelly Don Cailos, not indeed gold or u..w 

nor. Among other,, I gave to him a boolt wrUten by myfelf, com- 
, a journal ot all that occurred in courfe of our voyage. 


Caritf non era at 
f. de mia KiaM, 
proceeded to 


fi 
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Difeom fopra il Viaggio fatto dagli Spagnuoli intorno il mondo, ton. i. p. J46. 
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fee^ an extract in French was made, which he himfelf trai^ted into Italian for his 
colLdtion. Now, this book is (till inessAcnce in the Aniltfi^kQ of Milan; 

. and, as it appears, not only has never, beoi publillied, buit not known to 
tholl* who wrote the hiftory of this furprizing expeditiorii : This work, properly 
^|)eaking, is not the journal prefented to the Emperor by Pigafetta, but a much more 
copious narrative, written by himlelf in Italy, in compliance with the requell of Cle- 
ment VII. to whom he went to pay his court, at Monte- roll, on his return*; and 
more efpecially with that of the Grand Mailer of Rhodes, Vi.lers de Lille-Adam, 
whom he frequently addrell'cs, even in the body of the narrative. And as in this 
book Pigafetta conllantly afl'umes the title of Cavaglicro, we mull conclude that 
this work was written by him at fome time pollerior to the 3d of Oftober 1524, 
the day on which he was inllalled t- But, if we polTel's proofs that this book 
was not written until feveral years after his return, we have likewife reafon for 
believing that Pigafetta, in writing it, had his original notes before him, for he often 
ufes the term 0^1 (this day) in copying what he wrote on the day it occurred. 
Moreover, he would otherwife have been unable to have recollected an infinite 
number of nov^l objeds and extraordinary circumllances, (which I have fometimes 
brought together, but without alteration, in order to give more tonnedion to the work) 
in purfuing, as he does, the courl'e of events according' to the lime, rather than 
according to their relation to each other. 

XXllI. After having written his book for the Grand Mailer of Rhodes, and after 
prefenting a copy of it to the Sovereign Pontiff, a copy noticed by Paulus Jovius |, 
he fent another copy into France to Loiiil'a of Savoy, regent of the kingdom for 
her fon Francis I. (that monarch being then involved in the unfortunate war in Lom- 
bardy, in which he was made prifoner, and during which Pigafetta prefented himfelf 
to him on his return to Italy, and tendered fome produdions of the other hemifphere). 
The Queen gave this book to Antoine Fabre, a Parifian, reputed to be an excellent 
philolbpher, and fuppofed to underllaiid Italian, as he had been a long time at 
Padua; but Fabre, to fave trouble, merely made an extrad, and omitted what, per- 
haps, he did not underlland ; the remainder was printed in French, with a number 
of faults §. Notwithllandhig all its faults, Ramufio, who was delirous of inferting 
this circumnavigation in his grand colledion, tranllatcd it into Italian, and publilhed 
it with two other narratives of Ids importance ||. 

He changed but very few words ; abridged the preliminary difeourfe ; fuppreffed 
the number of one hundred and fointecn chapters, into which Fabre divided the 
work, and ladded titles to the chapters into which he himfelf divided it. He likewife 
copied the groffell errors ; for he tranflated the word vd//es by ve/e, which fignilies 
guards. See Paragraph XXXIV. of this Introdutlion. 


* See the Dedication. 

f Ste Ruolo gcneralc dc’ Cav. gicrufoliiniuid di Fr. Bartolomeo dtl Pyzzo, Tonno 1714, where, it 
worthy oi tcinark, that the author aiticriy recuuiUs the names, dignities, and employments of the other 
knights, but in noticing the Cavaglicro Pigafetta, after dating him to be Commander of Norlia,” he 
ddds, “ frtmous for his voyages in the Indies/' 

% Hbloria fui temporis, lib. xxxiv. 

4 Ramufio, loc. cit. 

Jj 1 firll conceived Rumuiio to have been the tranflator, for he expreffes hrinfelf in y^ch terms as lead 
one to infer that it was he who firll rendered into Itedian the Lxirait du Voyage de Pigafetta 
Fabre, and the letter of Maximilian the Tranfylvanlan : bdt I have fince found that he did but 
tranHation printed at Venice in 1536, in fmall quarto, under the titlCf II Viaggto fattu dagli 
auoli atorno il mondo, MDXXXVl. — Amokitt;. 

There 
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There is likewife feme difference in what he fays of the kiffbulation of the inhabitants 
of ZubOy as w 81 be feen in the body of the work. 

There remains, I fliould obfenre, that no bibliographer knew of this tranfladon, 
which our librarian latterly by chance acquired. 

Six IV. I have been unable to difeover what has become of the copier which t^ 
author prefented to the other perfonages noticed. The celebrated Prefident Debrolfes, 
who colledcd with equal care and intelligence every tiling which had tranfpired uj^ 
to his time relating to the difeovery of Europeans in the Auftral regions, in fpeakkg: 
of the narrative of Pigafetta, direftly ftates it to be loft *. It appears that in the time 
of Montfeucon this narrative was not in exiftence among the manuferipts of the royal 
library ; for in his catalogue t he only gives us the title of the French work, that is 
to fay, of the extrad of Fabre, and he would, without doubt, have given the Italian 
title, if he had found the original. Father Angelo-Gabrieli de Sta. Maria, who wrote 
the literary hiftory of Vicenza, affirms preremptorily, that there is a copy of it in the 
Mufaeum Saibanti at Verona, and another in the library of the Vatican at Rome ; but 
with refped to the firft part of this aflertion, there is none in the Saibanti Mufseum, 
nor ever was, as I am allured by iny friend M. Delbene, fecretary of the Italian 
Society, who took the’trouble of examining the catalogues, both ancient and raodeniy, 
of this mufaeum; us to the Vatican, I have juft received a note from Signor Marina, 
prefident of the library of the Vatican, in which he informs me, that after every 
requiftte fearch, not only did he not find this work among the manuferipts of that 
library, but he had been further alTured, that it was not contained either in the 
Urbine, Palatine, Ottobonian, or Capponian libraries. It mull alfo be conjedured 
that copies of this work were not only very uncommon, but that even the family itfelf 
of our author did not pofl'efs one, fince Philip and Mari- Antonio Pigafetta, of whom 
we have fpoken in Sedion XII, and the latter of whom has written a hiftory of 
the Eaft Indies, make no mention of the voyage, nor of the work of their brother 
Anthony, which renders it fair to prefuine it had never been read by them. I fee- 
by the hiftory of Caftagnedar, that this writer bad before him a journal' of this- 
voyage, on which he lays the degrees were marked differently from what the- 
Spaniards gave out, in view of extending their prete^fions farther towards the weft 
and Maffei likewife informs us that Barros the Spaniard, wrote the hiftory of the- 
fame voyage from the narratives and journals of the failors. l am ignorant of what: 
has become of the journals which the hillorians made ufe of but for certain they/ 
never were publilhed. 

XXV. It might be conceived that our manufeript is that which was Jirefented by- 
our author to the Grand Mailer of Rhodes ; for it is tolerably well written, in 
charader called at that time Cancellercs co J, on good paper, fmall in folio;, the - 
geographical charts are illuminated, and the book itfelf is tolerably well bound. It 
might alfo be fancied to be that copy prefented to the Pope, according to what Palus • 

• Navigations aux Terres AuHralcs, tom. i. p. I2i. 

f Bibliotheca bibliothecarum, p. 185, b^ in bibliotheca regis, No. 10270. There ia at 'prt feat in 
the national library of Parisy rwo manurcripts of a French tranflation, of the Voyage d'Antoinc 
Pigafetta; the one on papei^hich appears to be the oldeft, under the No. 10270; the otntron vellttm» 
No* 4537 * , The, hft come|,jr^ai the library of La Villicre. They are without date, and 'arc not faid to bfe 
the tranflatton of YabrCy qudWd here by M. Amoretti, and from which they differ even in the title ; Na- 
^g^on ct decouvrement dc la Indie fopcricgtc faitc par moy Antoine P^afetta vicentin, chevallicr dc 

% The charader thus denominated differs immaterially from « that ufisd uqw by lawyers ..and termed 
engroffing. 1 ' 

Joviua^ 
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Jorius fays, that Hgafetta (whcMn by npftake he denominate Jeifptne^ prefcated him, 
as well in painting as in writing, the moft remarkable things bdongmg to the countries 
he vifited *. Add to this that our lear^ied librarian Safli, who in 171a formed a 
(ptalogue of our manufcripts, wrote againft the title ‘of this: it is perhaps^ the 
^IjliriginaL Yet, uotwithftaisding all thefe conjctturcs, I think our manufeript is but a 
copy of thofe prefented to the illuilri )iis perfons of whom I fpeak, and on thefe 
grounds do I found ray opinion. Firft, at the title page, and at the head of the 
dicRtory Epiftle I -fee the name of the author written Pigafeta, at th : bottom of the 
letter it is given Pagaphota, and at the cad of the Treatife on Navigation, Pigaphetta ; 
fecondly,, the manufeript is fo defective in orthography, language, fyntax, and 
logic, as oftentimes to have no meaning, as will !>.’ fecn by reference to the paflagas I 
lhall occafionally quote in the notes ; thirdly, a third part of the volume confifts ot 
blank paper, which gives roo.-n for conjecture that this c('py was defigned for fome 
’ one who wiflied to add other matters, and that the t’.avallero Pigafetta never even faw 
it ; for had he, afl'uredly he would have correfted the grolfer faults, and would not 
probably have added his Treatife on Navigation ; or, if he had, he would not have 
omitted to have given in this laft work the figure to w hich he refers the reader, ' and 
which does not appear. * 

XXVI. But, though this manufcri])t fliould not be of the hand-writing of Pigafetta, 
it is not the Icfs valuable ; fmcc it was, as w’e fhall prefently fee, written in the lifc- 
,;^me of that celebrated traveller, and fince it is authentic, as will be gathered from 
its accordance with all we know of this voyage, and the countries of which it fpeaks. 
This accordance, moreover, is efpccially diftinguifhable in the vocabularies. Indeed 
the en'ors themfelvcs, and the fables contained in the work, prove the authenticity of 
the writer, who has detailed the relations made to him, and the phenomena he 
obferved, as they prefented themfelvcs to his fenfes. Finally, this manufeript ik 
unique. .1 have been unable to learn whence the Cardinal Frederic Barromeo, (a name 
ever dear to fcience,) and above all, thofe intcrefted in the library he founded, obtained 
this manufeript. I fhall merely obferve, that on the infide or the cover is written, 
** Ce livre eft du Chev.alier Forrete;” and, as the hiftory of Malta informs us, that, 
at the time of the Grand Mafter Villers De L’lfle-Adam, and of Pigafetta, there were 
two knights of Jerufalem, by name dc Forret and de la Foreft t» it probably belonged 
to either one or the other of thefe. 

XXVII. Now, the tranflation of this manufeript is what I am about to publifh. I 
have, if fuch an expreffion be permitted, tranllated it into pure Italian, from the 
original idibm, which is a mixture of Italian, Venetian, and Spanifh ; for, had I 
publifhed it as it appears in the manufeript, inftead of affording inftrudion and 
amufement, this voyage would afl'uredly at once have tired and dilgufted the reader. 
From the Italian 1 tranllated it into French j bi^t in the notes I have frequently 
-given the paffages in the very manner they occur in the manufeript. I have made 
ufe of the fame names giv^n by the author, in fpeakiqg of the new countries 
he faw, pointing out in the notes thofe by which they are at prefent known. For 
the &itne reafon as influenc^ me in this inftance, I have left the errors in phyfics and 
natmal hiftory as I found them in Pigafetta, contenting myfelf with pointing them 
ojit to -.the reader. Certain cuftoms, which the author relates to have either feen 
htmfelf or. to have heard related, where the language was too loofe for diie prefent age, 

* Malta adofranda obfemndaque pofteris pi£tura et feriptu adnotata depofuit lococitato. 

^ f PhifiMit dc U Forelt lived in 1513, and Jtan de Forret was in Rhodes when that place was btficged 
^ >a Boflo, iluona della facra rcligione e ill-s ma milizia Cerofolioutana, part ii. 

have 
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have beai clothed in a more decorous garb, lam not ignorant in the nariadve 
of our travellor ufeleik things frequently occur; and oocaOonally feme are inap- 
propriate or filly ; but I reafon with the Present Debrofies *, “ that one is natbrally 
ajudou® knowing in what manner things were regarded by thofe who faw them 
the firft time j and that one ought to (hew refpeft to the obfervatbni ca the ftK® 
early travellers, though oftentimes their conceptions are but of limited extent t;** '^^d 
as many celebrated writers have handed down to us, even by extrafls, the faults afid 
miilakes of their authors, I have thought right in publifhing this voyage to ifidtate 
their example. _ ' 

XXVIII. There rqpi^'ns I (hould fpeak of the geographical charts which adorn omr 
manuferipts. They are in number twenty-one ; on thefe Pigafetta has traced South 
America, and all the iflands of the J*acific Ocean and of the Eafl: Indies, where our 
navigators anchored, which they faw in pafling, or which were pointed out to them as • 
laying on the line of their courfe- Thefe charts are coloured ; the fea is blue, the 
earth the colour of foot, the mountains green, and the huts and houfes white. In one 
of the charts is a pirogue, a boat ufed among thofe people, carrying two men ; and in 
another is the clove-tree. The charts are very incorreft ; but we fee by them that the 
author has prefented «5bje£l:s either as they (truck or were pointed out to him ; OD' 
which account he has placed the north on the bottom of the page, And the fouth at top ; 
fo that, in order to give to the feveral places the pofiiion commo 
graphers, they require to be reverfed |. 

XXIX. To afford an idea of the manner in which Pigafetta defigned his charts, and 
to render the whole work more intelligible, 1 have giv^n two geographical charts, and 
a view of the Strait of Magellan as laid down by the moderns, thus enabling the reader 
to compare them with the defign by the author. The firft chart is a terreftrial plani- 
fphere, on which the voyage of Pigafetta is markcil by points. In one of the notes of 
!^ok II. will be foen the data from which it is formed. The fecond chart prefenfs, 
under one point of view, a colletfion of the charts of the manufeript, in which our tra- 
veller has reprcfcntcil the archipelago of the Philippines and the Moluccas, from th» 
Mariana iflands to that of Timor ; and in this alfo I have indicated by dots the courle 
which the vtffel purfued between fo many iflands, forming as it were a labyrinth in a 
fea, which even in the prefent day embarrafles the navigator. At firft fight, the 
charts of Pigafetta appear to be drawn from fancy, or, at lead, to be ufelefs to 
navigation, feeing there is no relation between one and another, and that the degrees 
of latitude and longitude are not laid down. But when thefe charts^ are jointed 
together in the fucceflion the author fpeaks of the iflands marked in them, it will bu 
fecu they may be reduced to one ; and that Pigafetta, with a precifion far beyond vthat 
could be expefted for the time, has been the firft to furnilh materials for the geography 
of thefe fcas. I have myfelf, with much patience, connefted thefe charts, redudng 
their dimenfions, but at the fame time preferving as much as polTible their relative 
proportions j and have giyen in one map the whole of this archipelago, omitting only the 

• Hift. dee Voyages aux Terres Aiiftrales, tom i. p.97. . -J: Tome i. preface. 

J Ollier geogvaplitrs, and efpecially Ramufio and Urbane Monti, gave a fimtiar polltion in their chirta . 
to the place* of which they fpoke. The latter, whom I fliall have occafion frequently to quote, waa a 
Milanefe gentlemen, who, in *590, diligned and caufed to be engraven a geographical chart which com- 
prize* the whole of- the earth known in hi* time. It is compofed of fizty-fopr Iheet^ and thefe forming . 
four elipfoide*, feem to have_ been intended to cover a globe. To each flieet the author affixed a very 
detailed defeription of the political, leligiou*, (gvil, and natural hillory of the country tl ere reprefentgd. 
The whole work wa» ready for the prefa, but the plates alone have been publifhed. 'Rtia mannlcript ia 
in our library, and » mentioned by Saffi, ' 

iflands ;• 


niy given by geo- 
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HhuidsDe los Ladirones, and the Unfortunate Illands, owing to. tod great didance 
from the others. This chart it is which the reader Ihduld him on tracing 

the courfe of Pigafetta, from the inftantM his leaving the iflkhds De los Ladrones.to 
:^at at which he enters a ga in upon the Afiatic ocean, which he terms Laut Chidol, or 
| 4 he Great Sea, The dot^srill point out the run of the ihips and the fpots where they 
anchored. In order to puce the iflands in their true pofitions, I confulted the charts 
of Beilin and Robert, in which they are oftentimes marked under the fame names, or 
names differing but immaterially. I am not ignorant that there are fonafe errors in this 
chart, in >vhat regards the pofitions of the ifiands ; and that the latitudes and longi- 
tudes in which they are placed by the author arc fometimes different from thofe in 
which they are laid down ; but I likcwifc know that thefe errors are not uncommon 
even with the navigators and geographers of the prefent day, who hr.ve fo much 
. more ample means to determine pofitions with exaditude. It muft further be ob- 
ferved, that Pigafetta only law a part of the iflanck he defigned, and that the others 
were many of them traced fi-om the defeription of the inhabitants, or Indian pilots, on 
board his flrip. In Ihort, he drew fome of his charts in the fame manner as Father 
Cantova in 1722 laid down the Caroline iflands (fee the extrads from De Broffe’s 
(Jolledion of Voyages in the South Seas, in this volume) : and' as the celebrated Cook 
has, in our days, traced the iflands of the South Sea from the relations of the Ota- 
^^heitan Tujiia. 

XXX. This method, however inexad, poffeffcs the precious advantage of the names 
of the iflands being indicated by Pigafetta by the names applied to them by the indi- 
genous inliabitants j this is very ufeful in a geographical point of ^'iew, as the names of 
places have frequently become unintelligible, from each navigator, either from igno- 
rance of the proper denomination, from vanity, or to pleafe his patrons, applying to 
newly-difcovcred countries the names of faints, their kings, friends, and protedors, or 
of their native country, whence much confufion and uncertainty are occafioned, as 
may be feen on calling an eye over the charts publiflied in different countries by the 
^people who fucceffively formed ellablifliments in the iflands of the South Seas. Often- 
times the difference is only that of pronunciation ; and this will not appear extraor- 
dinary to thofe who know that the fame name pronounced by the fame perfon has 
(Terentiy flruck the ear, and been differently written by the navigators of our time j 
for example, Meffrs. de Bougainville, Cook, Anderfon, Foftcr, he. However, to 
render my author better underffood, I have joined to the names ufed by him thofe 
adopted by^ other geographers, as well ancient as modern j and thefe, at the fame time, 
furnilh an additional proof of the truth of his narrative. 

XXXI. With the fame objed of confirming and throwing light on what Pigafetta 

fays, I have, in notes, added to the names of the different animals and plants given by 
our author, thole adopted by naturaliffs, chiefly I.innseus. I have alfo endeavoured to 
redify the miftakes which he often makes, cfpecially when f])caking of phenomena, 
either feen by himfelf or related to him by others. . 

XXXII. Pigafetta, as I have already laid, endeavoured to form vocabularies of the 
languages of the new people he vifited ; but 1 have conceived by uniting them at the 
dole of the voyage they will not only be of greater utility, but, while they will be lefs 
tedious to the reader, will enable him at once to compare them. See the preli minar y 
obfervations at the head of this preface. I fpeak there alfo of a Treatife of Navigation 
the fame author, which follows the defeript^n of his voyage. An extrad of it is 
given, and I bef^ch the reader to perufe the preface to it, that he may become lanffble 
how intereliing it is, even by its errors, to the hillory of a^onomy and navigation. 

XXXIII. After 
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XXXin. Aft^r what I have ftated I flager myfelf my worl^ will be deemed of 
fome utility, notwdthfttinding we have already a relation of this fame voy%e in fome 
colledtions. All that has yet been known ^ it, however, has chiefly been taken from 
the workofFabre, of whom’I have fpokenin Section XXIU. Now, Fabre has merely 
given an extract of it ; for he fays himfelf, Cy finit VextraiB du dit livre^ tranjlate §e\- 
Italien en Frangois. “ Here terminates the extract of the faid book, tranflated from 
Italian into French.” I (hall, moreover, add, that the extract he has given is faulty ; 
that he has omitted many things, to fpare himfelf the trouble of tranflatiug them, as 
Ramuflo very juftly obferves ; and that he has been guilty of many errors, which are 
not in the original, as I have already noticed with rcfpefl: to the line of dgnarcation, 
Seftion XIV. I could even cite feveral others, which I difeovered in comparing the 
extract of F abre with our manufeript. 1 lhall give one fpeciinen of them in copying 
the firft page of this extradt. 

Le Voyage ct Navigation aux IJl^s dc Molluque^ deferit tt faid dc noble homme Anihoine 
Pigaphetta, Vincentin Chcvallicr dc Rhodes ; comence Ic did Voyage Ian ?nil cinq cens din 
neuf ct dc rctour mil CCCCCXXII le huyticfms tour de Septembre, life. ^c. 

“■ "J'he Voyage and Navigation to the Iflands of Molluque, deferibed and elFccled by 
the noble man Antholne Pigapltetta, Vincentin Knight of Rhodes ; the faid Voyaeje 
begins in the year one thoufand and nineteen, and [the date of thc3 return [to portj 
was the 8th of September one thoufand CCCCCXXII.” 

CHAPTER I. — The firjl Chapter contains the dedicatory Epijilc^ and how Jive 
Ships departed from the Port of Chtville ; — The chief Captain was Fcrrant MagagR- 
ones ; — And of the Signals which the Navigators made by night with Fires before ffor 
all to know what was to be done ; — And of the Order of the Ships ^ and of the Watch 
kept in them. 

BY comparing this paffage with the tranflation given by me to the public it will be 
feen, that Fabre relates in an unintelligible manner, and in a few lines, what Pigafetta 
has diflindly given in a number of pages. Neverthelefs, I do not aflume that the 
extraft is curtailed throughout as in the firfl page, but Fabre is generally very conci^, 
very cbfeure, and feldom exadt. 

Fabre, and after him Ramufio, divided the work into a number of fmall chapters ; 
but as no fuch divifion appears in the work of our circumnavigator, I fliall not in this 
point follow their example. It appears, however, that Pigafetta has feparaw?d the parts 
of his voyage according to the ftations, and, after his example, I fhall likewife part 
into four books the tranflation of it given here, which I truft w'ill be regarded as a 
novel, interefting, and inftrudlive work, and one refledting honour on Italy. 
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s|? VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, 

BY THE 

CAVALLERO ANTONIO PIGAFETTA, a Gentleman of Vicahza, 

Publifhed originally in Italian from a Manufcript in the Ambrosian Library at Milan, with Notes by 

CHARLES AMORETTL 

Oni of the Librarians and Doctors of the Ambrofian t ollere ; formerly Secretary of the Palrietic Society of Agriculture an 
the Arts ; one of the XL* of the Itali-in Society ; Member of the Inditutc of Bologna, See, 

And afterwards tranjlaled by him into French* 


VOYAGE AND DISCOVERY OF UPPER 'INDIA, 

EFFECTED BY ME 

ANTONIO PIGAFEITA, 

A Gentleman of Vicenza, and Knight of Rhodes. 

DEnicATi'n TO 

THE VERY EXCELLENT AND ILLUSTRIOUS LORD PHILIPPE DE VILLERS LISLE ADAM, 

GRAND MASTER OF RHODES. 

A S there are men whofe curiofily would not be fatisfied with merely hearing related 
the marvellous things I have feen, and the difficulties I experienced in the courfe 
of the perilous expedition I am about to deferibe, and who are anxious to know by 
what means I was enabled to furniount them ; and us due credit by fuel) would not be 
given to the fuccefs of a fnnilar undertaking if they were left ignorant of its moft 
minute details, I have deemed it expedient briefly to relate what gave origin to 
my voyage, and the means by which I was fo fortunate as to bring it to a fuccefsful 
termination. 

In the year 1519 , 1 was in Spain at the court of Charles V., King of the Romans*, 
in company with Signor Chiericalo, then apoftolical prothonotary and orator of Pope 
Leo X. of holy memory, who by his merits was raifed to the dignity of Bifliop and 
Prince of Tcramo. Now, as from the books I had read, and from the converfation of 
the learned men who frequented the !■ >ufe of this prelate, 1 knew that by navigating 
the ocean wonderful things were to 'oe ieeii ; 1 determined to be convinced of them by 
my own eyes, that I might be enabled to give to others the nai'rative of my voyage, as 
well for their amufement, as advantage, and at the fame time acquire a name which 
fliould be handed down to pofterity. 

An opportunity foon prefented itfelf. I learnt that a fquadron of five veffels was 
undo* equipment at Sevilla, deftiiied for the difeovery of the Molucca iflands, whence 

• Charles V. was elefttd Emperor the 28th of June 1519J he conrcquently was but King of the 
Romana when Figafetta repaired to Barcelona. 


we 



WfAFETTA’s VOYAGf ROUNO THE WORLD. 307 

.f' 

we derive our fpices j and that Fernandez Magellan, a Portugu^fe gentleman, and 
commander of the order of St. Jago de la Spata, who had already more than once 
traverfed the ocean with great reputation, was nominated captain-general of the expe- 
dition. I therefore immediately repaired td' Barcelona, to requcil permi{fioi| of His 
Majefty to be one on this voyage, which permiflion was granted. Thence, prQ«^ 
vided with letters of recommendation, I went by fea to Malaga, and from that city*^ 
over-land to Sevilla, where I waited three months before the expedition was in readi- 
nefs to fail. 

On my return to Italy, His HoHnefs the Sovereign Pontiff Clement VII.*, of whom 
I had the honour of an audience at Monterofi, and to whom I related the adventures 
of my voyage, received me with great kindnefs, and told me 1 fhoiild much oblige him 
in affording a copy of the journal of my voyage; I confequcntly made it a point of 
duty to fatisfy, in the beft manner I was able, the willies of the Holy Father, notwith- 
l|anding the little Icifure my avocations allowed. 

I have deferibed every thing irf this book ; and to you is it, my Lord, that I prefent 
it, bcfceching your Lordlhip to perufc the fame when the cares of the ifland of Rhodes f 
will admit of your giving it attention. This, my Lord, is the only reward to which I 
afpire, in devoting rnyfielf entirely to the fervicc of your Lordlhip. 


P-OI'AGE ROUND THE WORLD, DT THE CAVALLERO ANTONIO PICAPETTA, 


BOOK 1. 

Departure from Sevilla, ajxd thcncc to leaving the Strait of Magellan. 

T he captain-general Fernandez Magellan J had refolved on undertaking a, long 
voyage over the ocean, w'here the winds blow with violence, and ftorms are very 
frequent. He had alfo determined on taking a courfe as yet unexplored by any navi* 
gator ; but this bold attempt he was < uutious of difclofing, left any one lliould flrive 
to diffuade him from it by magnifying the rilk he would have to encounter, and thus 
dilhearten his crew. I’o the perils naturally incident on a fitnilar voyage was joined 
the unfavourable circumllance of the four other veffels he commanded bcfides his own 
being under the diredion of captains who were inimical to him, merely on account of 
his being a Portuguele, they thcmfelves being Spaniards. 

Before his departure he made fome regulations, as well refpefling fignals '^'s thri 
difciplinc of the fquadron. That the Ihips might conftantly be kept together, he 
eftabliflied the following rules for the pilots and mailers : his vcffel was conftantly to 

* Of the Houfe of Medici ! lie war. clcited Pontiff in 1523. and died in 

f The Turks had jull rendered thcmfelves mailers of the ifland of Rhodes, and means were then in 
agitation for its ic-coriqucil, or, otherwife, to form another e hiblilhmcnt for tlic older of knights of 
St. John of Jcriifalcm. For this latter juirpofc, the Empcior Charles. V. ceded Malta lo them lif 1 cio; 
and, in the interirn, the Order had ellabliflicd its feat at Viterbu. • 

t Pigafetta writes Magaglianca, the IVrtiiguefe Magalhaens, the Spaniards MagallancR, ihe Fiench 
•Magellan.— AMORRtTi. Each of thefe nations have altered the orthography to preferve the found of his 
name. The Englilh, on the contrary, hive neither prcftrvetl the found nor the original mode of fpelli; ,t 
of the Portuguefe name, but have adopted thy; orthography of the French i following the praeiice of the 
other nations, if the found were preferveJ, the name fhould be written in Engliih Maghelvong. or Mairhel- 
yawDCi. Ehg. Tr. o a / b t, 

lead 
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lead the van ; and, in order that the other veflels fhould not lofe fight of it during the 
night, he had a torch of wood called faro!, burning on the poop. If bcfides the 
faroi he lighted a lanthorn, or a rope made of ruflics *, the other veflels were to do 
the fame, that he might be certain c»f their following him. When he fhewed 
two lights without the faroi, the veflels were to alter their courfe, either to make flower 
■^progrefs, or on account of adverfe winds. When three fires were lighted, it was the 
fignal for lowering the bonnet t, a fail affixed beneath the mainfail in fine weather to 
accelerate the fpeed of the fliip. The bonnet is lowered when a ftorm is threatened,* in 
order ' that it may not be in the way of the mariners on reefing the maififail. If four 
lights were fliewn, it was a fignal to take in all the fails ; but if they were previoufly 
reefed, tbefe fires were a direftion for fetting them. A greater number of lights, or the 
firing of a few bombards J, , denoted the approach to land or (hallows, and, confe- 
quently, that much caution was to be ufed in fleering. He had alfo another fignal for 
• carting anchor. 

The night was divided into three watches, the iitft at the beginning of night ; tfie 
fecond, called medora, taking place at midnight ; and the third towards the morning. 
The crew in confequence were formed into three divifions : the firft watch was under 
the orders of the captain ; the pilot commanded the fccond, and the marter the third. 
The commander in chief enforced the moll; rigid difeipline, the better to fecure fuccefs 
to the voyage. 

Monday morning the 10th Auguft 1519, the fquadron having every thing requifite 
on board, and a complement of two hundred and thirty-feven men, its departure was 
announced by a difeharge of artillery, and the forefail was fet. We dropped down 
the river Beds to the bridge of Guadalquivir, pafling near Juan d’Alfaraz, formerly a 
thickly-peopled city belonging to the Moors, where there was a bridge, of which no 
veftige now remains but two piers, which are yet (landing in the river below the fur- 
face, and which muft be guarded againft ; indeed, in order to run no hazard, this 
part fliould not be navigated without pilots on board, and but at high water. 

Continuing to defeend the Betis wo palTed by Coria, and feveral other villages to 
San Lucar, a caftle belonging to the Duke of Medina Sidonia. Here is the port which 
opens on the ocean, ten leagues dirtant from Cape St. Vincent, in thirty-feven degrees 
of latitude north. From Sevilhi to this port the diflance is feventeen to twenty 
leagues §. 

Some days after the commander in chief, and the captains of the other veflTels, 
arrived in boats at San Lucar from Sevilla ; and the (lock of provifions was completed. 
Every morsing we landed to hear mafs in the church of N. D. dc Barrameda ; and 

* This kind of rope is called in SpaniHi Prenghe, and is nradc nf a fpecies of cfparlo, which is firft well 
foaked in water and a.^lcrwards dried in the fnii or in frnoak ; ii is well adapted for the ohjt£t in view. 
Amor. 

f Ifi order the htltcr to ixplain certain kT-terms but little underftood, the figure of the* ftiip B> in a 
plate annexed is given, 'j'his hgnrt io lo( ;ed from a drawing in one of the charts of Monti, with this 
infeription : A a c e Vitloria Ju cul u cav» Pi^afetta fed \l gh'o del gkho* A Is the mizen-mall, B the main- 
mall, C the gallery for the centiuei on tlie look out, 1) the foreniaft, E the poop, F the forecaftle. G the 
anchor, H the bonnet, or Hay fail, wliich then was placed under the mainfail, but which now is fixed on 
th<^fide. Amor. 

J Pigafetta conftantly ufes the term bombards ; Int it is well known that, at this time, the denomina- 
tion of bombards was given to cannon, and that cannon were oftentimes loaded with ftones in lieu of (hot. 

'||ue league ufed by our author is that of fifteen to the degree of latitude, as will more diftin£lly be 
feen proceed.-^AMbx. It is equal to 4.64 EngliOi biles and decimals. Eng. Tr. 


before 
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before we fjuiled the commodore obliged every man to go to confeffion } he alfo ftriftly 
forbade any woman being taken on board. 

The 20th September we failed from San Lucar, fleering towards the fouth-weft, 
and on the 26th reached one* of the Canary iflands called Teneriffe, fituate in twenty- 
eight degrees of latitude north. We flopped here for three days, at a fpot where wCi 
could take in wood and water : afterwards we entered a port of the fame ifland called 
Monte Roflb, where we paffed two days. 

A fingular phenomenon was related to us refpefting this ifland ; viz. that k never 
rains here, and that it has neither fpring nor river, but that it produces a large tree, 
the leaves of which continually diftil excellent water ; this is collefted in a pit at the 
foot of the tree, and hither the inhabitants go for what water they want, and all the 
animals tame and wild to quench their thirfl. This tree is perpetually encircled by a 
thick miff which doubtlcfs fupplics its leaves with water *. 

On Monday 3d Oclober we made fail dircdly towards the fouth. We paflTed be- 
tween Cape Verd and its iflands in latitude fourteen degrees thirty minutes north. 
After coafling along the fltores of Guinea for feveral days we arrived in latitude eight 
degrees north, where is a mountain called Sierra Leona. We here experienced con- 
trary winds, or dead calms with rain, which continued to the equinodlial line j the 
duration of the rainy weather was fixty days, a circumflance that controverts the 
hypothcfis of the ancients f. 

In latitude fourteen degrees north w'e experienced very impetuous fqualls, whichj' 
joitied to the currents, prevented our advancing. On the approach of thefe fqualls 
we had the precaution of taking in our fails, and laid to until the wind abated. 

In clear :ind calm weather, large fifli called liburoni (Iharks) fwain about our velTef. 
Thefe filh have feveral rows of frightful teeth ; and if unhappily they chance to meet 
with a man in the fea they inflantly devour him. We caught feveral with iron, 
hooks ; the large ones are by no means good to cat, and the fmallcr are but of little 
efteem 

In flonny weather we frequently favv what is called the corpo fanto, or St. Elnie- 
On one very daj?|^ night it appeared to us like a brilliant flambeau on the fummit of a 
large tree, and tnlus remained for the fpace of two hours, \t hich was a matter of great 
confolation to us during the tempefl. At the iuftant of its difappearing, it diffufed , 

* Th's is a talc cif ancient date Tlie learned pretend that this Ifland is the riiiviah’s, or Ombrion, men- 
tioned by I’liny, (lib. vi. c 37.) and placed by I ini among the Canai iis : be fays ibai in lbe\t’nlt rain-water 
only is drunk, ami ibai in the fteond it never rains ; but tbai the inliabii.nrs collect the watei "bii^ dillils 
irom (be biantc of a tree. Later navijjfators who have vilbed the illai'd, i y noibiiii; of this nbctimfhetion. 
Amor, I'lie tree is nfllrnie’d to have bad cxillencc by Jlory dc St. Vincent, on relpedtable authority. 
Eng. Tk. 

f The aiiieients Imagined that no rain fell between the tropics, and confeqnently deemed this- 
region unin' abitable, - Amor. l'i>r fome entirely novel, valuable, and ii.gt niuiia remarks refpefting the 
inllueiu'ii of the fun on the equatorial le'gion, fee the le-rminatlon or Chap. til. of a Vtiyagc of DifeoVery 
to the ^Southern Iflands, in this collealion of voyages. Eno Tr. 

^ 1 here ate many fpecies of (harks, 'I'he celebrated Spaltanxaui, lately loll to the univerfity of Padua, 

ia the naturalill, wtio eif all eithrrs has bell defciihed this fi(h, efpecially as to what refpefts its fotm, its 
habita, and tl.e life of its teeth. (Viaggi allc due Sicilie, tom iv.) We have in the mufeum of our library 
the bead of a fhark, the month of which, when open, nieafuies two feet perpendicular ; it has five rows of 
teeth, and each tooth is an inch and a half in length, from which we may conclude how large the animal 
mull have been to which it belonged. It is probable Septala found the teeth he mentions in the bills of 
Tortona (fee Muf. Sept. p. 2250> wl*vre I myfelf difeovered fome at the period of rebuilding the caAle. 
Amor. 

fuch 
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fuch a refplendent blaze of light as almoft blinded us. We gave ourfelves up for 
loft ; but the wind ceafed moraentaneoufly *. 

We faw birds of many kinds. Some appeared to us to have no rump ; others make 
no nefts for want of feet ; but the female lays and hatches her eggs on the back of the 
'male in the midft of the fea f. There are others called cagaffela, or caca uccello (fter- 
corarius), which live on the excrements of other birds ; and I have myfelf oftentimes 
feen one of chefe birds purfuiiig another without interruption until it voided its excre- 
ment, upon which it feized with avidity I likewife faw many flying-fifh, and other 
fifli in fuch amazing llioals, they refcmbled a bank in the fea. 

After we had pafled the equinodial line, we loft fight of the polar ftar. We then 
fleered fouth-fouth-weft, making for the Terra di Verzino || (Brazil), in latitude twenty- 
three degrees thirty minutes fouth. This land is a continuation of that on which Cape 
. Auguftin is fituate in latitude eight degrees thirty minutes fouth. 

Here we laid in a good flock of fowls, potatoes, a kind of fruit W'hich refembles the 
cone of a pine-tree (the anana or pinc-applc), but which is very I'weet, and of an ex- 
quifite flavour, fweet reeds §, the flcfti of the anta, which refembles that of a cow 
&c. We made excellent bargains here : for a hook or a knife we purchafed five or 
fix fowls ; a comb brought us tw'o geefe ; and a fmall looking-glafs, or a pair of feiflTars, 
as much fi(h as would ferve ten people ; the inhabitants, for a little bell or a ribbon, 
gave abalket of potatoes (patates * *), which is the name they give to roots fomewhat 
refembling our turnips, and which are nearly like chefnuts in tafte. Our playing- 
cards were an equally advantageous objed of barter ; for a king of I'pades I obtained 
half a dozen fowls, and the hawker even deemed his bargain an excellent one. 

* In all ages thefe meteors have been perceived on the tops of mails during the prevalence of ftorms, and 
they have likewife conftantly been regarded as fymbols of the protei^tion of heaven. Idolalors fancied them 
to be Cailoraiul Pollux ; and Chrillians have reckoned them to he faints, t fpccially St. time. When the 
number of meteors has equalled that of tlie marts, they have obtained credit as reprefenting btfidcs St. Elmc, 
St. Nicholas and St. Clave, The Engliih failors, who ridicule the idea of ihcir being faints, yet regard 
them as Will o’llic Wilps, or fpirits, and call tliem Davy Jones, It ir. merely within the laft century that 
naturalirts have difeovered them to be an cfitM^lof the cledric fluid, which, being foMtimes more and fomc- 
times Icfs abundant, fotnetimes poficivc and fometimes negative, appears more vivid ; and, as this 

fluid is the caufe of the ftonn, it is natural that that flmuld ccafe at the inflant the eledlricity becomes 
no longer vifible in thefe lights on the lop of the mafts. Thus is a phylical Caufe afligned for thefe phe- 
nomena, which Pigafcita frequently mentions. 

f It w^as anciently imagined that the bird of paradife, of which more elaborate mention will be made in 
Book in. had no feet, and coiiflruc^tccl no nefls ; and that the female hatched her eggs on the back 
of the malt : ^ut heie the author fpeaks of another aquatic fowl with legs covered with feathers, but 
fo fliojH as to feem deftitute of them ; and, although tliis bird builds its nelis on flmrc, the mother bears its 
young to fea on its back almort as foon as hatched. Of thefe birds M. de Bougainville faw fevcral at the 
Falkland Iflands. 

X Idle llcrcorarilis, larus parafitus, Linn, is a bird of prey, wdiich not being amphibious, awaits in 
order to obtain fifli the inrtant of thofe leaviiig the fea who dive for their prey; they then attack and 
purfue the latter until they force tliem to dr^’p the fifli they have taken. This prey which they let fall it 
is that has been miflaken for excrement. 

II Verzino, or Brafil wood, is the name given to a red wood formerly drawn from Afia and Africa, and 
which at prefent is almort exclufively imported from the Brazils, a kingdom to which this name has been 
given on account of the abundance in it of this kind of tree. Amerigo Vtfpucci, who was here in 15021 
when he gave his name to America, faid that lie found here infinito verzino » c molte luono, Bartolozzi, 
Riccrche Btoriche fullc Scoperte d^Amerigo Vefpucci. 

§ The fugar-cant, arundo faccharifera. Lir^. 

^ The anta is the tapir Americanusof Linnc. A fpccica of large fwinc. 

The palate, or batate, fortunately needs no defeription } it is the folanumi or hiliotropium tubero« 
fum of Linn^i* 
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We entered this port* on St. Lucy’s day the 13th of December. The fun at noon 
was vertical, and we fuffered much more from the heat than on paffing the line. 

The land of Brazil, which abounds in all kinds of produ&ions, is as extenlive as 
Spain, France, and Italy united : it belongs to Portugal. 

The Brazilians are not Chriftians ; ftill they are not idolaters, for they wor/hip, 
nothing ; natural inftinft is the only law they ac^owledge. They are very long lived, 
for they generally reach a hundred and five, and fometimcs a hundred and forty f. 
They go entirely naked, the women as well as the men. Their houfes are long cabins, 
termed by them boi, and they lie on nets of cotton, called hamaks faftened by the 
two extremities to two ftrong ports. Their hearths are on the ground. One of thefe 
bois fometimes contains a hundred men, with their wives and.childrcn ; there is con- 
fequently always much noife in them. 'I’heir boats, which they call canoes, are formed 
of the trunk of a tree, hollowed by means of a fharp ftone ; for ftone is their fub- 
ftitute for iron^ of which they ar,e dertitute. Thefe trees are fo large that a fingle 
canoe is capable of containing thirty or even forty perfons, who paddle with oars 
fimilar to bakers’ rtiovels. On feeing them fo black, naked, dirty, and bald, one 
might mirtakc them eafily for Charon’s ferrymen. 

The men and womc^ arc w'ell made, and formed as we are. I’hey fomclimcs cat 
human flefh ; but only that of their enemies. It is neither from want or inclination they 
follow this praftice, but owing to a cuftom the origin of which they thus relate. An 
old woman had but one fon, who was killed by the enemy. Shortly after the mur- 
derer of her fon was taken prifoner, and brought before her ; full of revenge the 
mother flew' upon him like a heart of prey, and tore away part of his Ihoulder with 
her teeth. This man had the good fortune not only to efcape from the woman, but 
to rejoin his owai people, to whom he exhibited the print of teeth on his flioulder, and 
whom he made believe (what perhaps he himfelf fancied to be the cafe) that the 
enemy were difpofed to devour him alive. That they might not be inferior in cruelty 
to the others, thefe refolved on really devouring the enemies they might take in battle, 
and thofe again retaliated. Still they do not devour their prifoners at the inrtant, nor 
while alive ; thew^t them in p/ieces and divide the parts among the conquerors. 
Each individual d|^s away with him his allotment, dries it in fmoke, and every 
eighth day cooks a fmall portion. This faft 1 learn from Johan Carvajo §, our pilot, 
W'ho parted four years in the Brazils. 

The Brazilians paint their bodies, and efpecially their faces, in a ftrangc manner, 
and in different figures, the men as well as the wonuai. Tliey have rtiort and w'oolly 
hair on the head, but none on any other part of the body, for they root it out jj. 
They have a vert made of the interwoven feathers of the parrot, and lb arranged that 
the large quills of tlie pinions and. tail form a circle round their loins, which gives 
them a whimfical and ridiculous appearance. Almoft all the men have the low’cr lip 
pierced with three holes through which they run a cylindrical rtonc, very narrow and 

* Now called Rio Janeiro. 

f Vcfpacci relates tlie lame : he likewife notices how, by means of pebbles, they Computed their ajire ; 
and the proofs they gave of «htlr longevity, by prcTeiitlng to him tiie fon, grandfon, great* graudfoii| 
and the grandfon's grandfon, flill living. Lettere dl Amcr. Vtfp. Baitolozzi, loco citato, 

:j: Whence evidently our word hammock. Eng. Tr, 

j In our manufeript he is fomctin ck called Carrnaio, at others Caruaio ; it cannot liowever be doubted 
but he Is the individual Johan Carvallhos^ of w'hom Callagneda and other wrilcra of that time make 
mention. 

II Many barbarous nations follow the fame praftice even now, making ufe for the purpofe of bivalve 
(hells in lieu of pincers. 
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Rbout two inches long. Women and children do not wear this incommodious orna- 
ment *. Add to this, the front of their bodies is perfectly uncovered. Thieir colour 
is more an olive than a black. Their King is called a Cacique. 

The country produces an immenfe number of parrots, fo many indeed that a fmall 
mirror will purchafe eight or ten. They have likewile very handfome monkeys of a 
yellow colour, and refembling fmall lions f. 

The inhabitants eat white bread made into a round lhape, but which we did not 
fancy. It is made with the pith, or rather the epidermis of a certain tree|, which has 
much refemblance to curdled milk. They likevvife have hogs, which feemed to us to 
have their^navel on the back §; and large birds, the beak of which refembles a fpoon, 
but which* are without tongues jj. _ - 

Occafionally, fo^a.ljatc-'riGt-ef'cutlafs, they offered us one or more of their young 
dauglllgf&^uT never their wives ; nor indeed would thefc confent to have 'con- 
nexion with hiU their hu Sards; lor notwithltjinding the freedom allowed to 
umnarried girls, when ui.utit a io gieat is their inodelty that d'»ey ncvcT fubmit the 
embraces even of thole to whom they are clpoufcd but under the vc'il night. They 
arc fubjed to the mod I 'd'orious toil, and often arc they lecn delceiiding from the 
mountains, with balkets on their h.ead, very licavy laden ; never however do they go 
alone, their hulbands, who an* highly jealous, conllaiitly accompanying them, the bow 
in one hand and arrows in the other. Idic bow is made of Brazil w^ood, or the black 
palm. If the women chance to have young children they hang them in a net of cotton, 
which IS fufpended from the neck. 1 could relate much more refpediiig their manners, 
but to avoid prolixity I pafs over the relt. 

Thefe people arc exceeding credulous and well inclined, whence their converfion to 
Chriftianity would be no diilicult talk. As chance would have, we excited refpedt and 
veneration. A great drought had long prevailed in the country, and as rain fell on 
our arrival, they attributed it to our coming. When we landed to fay inafs they 
liftened with filcnce and an air of inquiry ; and feeing UsS unfhip our boats which hung 
from the fides, or which followed the Ihips, they imagined them to be the children 
of the vcffels, and thefe the mothers who gave them fullenancc. 

* VefpuccI (Lettcra al Gonfalon. Soderini in Ramufio, tomo i. p. iji.) likcwfl^ faw thefe cylinders 
in ufe willi the inhabifaiits of Brazil ; Cook alfo noticed ibeni airnui^ the Californians, and Siedman with 
the inhabitants of Surinam, Keatc, in his account of the Pclew Ifluiids, conceives thefe cylinders to have 
been originally formed of odoriferous wood ; and ibal they were run through the cartilage of the nofc 
that the wearers of them might conltantly enjoy a fragrant fmell. 

•f* Thf.s mon‘key is the acjuiqui. Hift. Gener. dc Voy. tome xx. p. 552. Amor. It is called alfo the 
king monkey, is the link between the ape and baboon, and has a large beard fo well fafhioned as to feem 
as if trimmed by the barber. It is heard at a great diflance ; and when it chatters, ufes fo much exertion 
as to foam at the mouth. Bomave. Eng.Tr. 

J All wjio have navigated towards the fouth fpeak of fago, which is the pith of a fpecica of palm 
called the cabbagc-palm, Stedman’s Voyage to Surinam. 

^ This hog is the pecari or tajaffu ; it has a kind of purfe or odoriferous gland on the hack near the 
rump, which has a flit in it, two or three lines in length, but upwards of an inch in depth, from which 
«xudc8 an odoriferous liquor. This animal is gregarious, like the genus of which it is a fingular variety, 
and even its young, although capable of becoming domellicatcd, are never made familiar. On killing 
the animal the purfe on the back and the tcllicles are inflantly cut away, as otherwife, in lefs than half 
an hour the meat would be fpoiled, and unfit to cat. Bomare. Eng. Tr. (Sus dorfo ciflifero. Linn.) 

II Spatulse, a kind of duck found in parts of Europe. (It is the anas roflro piano ad verticem 
dilatato. Linn.) 

^ TTl**® flrangc pra&ice Is common with all the inhabitants of the South Sea. (Cook’s Second 
Vayage, book v.) 
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The captam-geaeral and myfelf were one day prefent at a lingular incident. The 
young girls frequently came on board to barter their favours with the crew ; one of 
the molt handfome among them on this occalion made a vifit with thw intention to 
our velTel ; but perceiving a nail about as long as my finger, and thinking herfelf 
unobferved, Ihe feized it, and chofe a Angular place for its concealment. Was it truly 
for the purpofe of concealment j or was it for decoration fake ? This we could never 
learn *. 

We ftayed thirteen days at this port ; after which, refuming our courfe, we coafted 
along this country as far as thirty-four degrees forty minutes fouth where we found a 
large river of frelh water. Here it is that cannibals refide, or anthropoplvigi. One 
of them of gigantic fizc, and whofc voice was loud as the bellowing of a bull, ap- 
proached our velTel for the purpofe of enhoartening his comrades, who, apprehenfive 
of injury from us, were withdrawing from the coaft, and retiring with their effefts to 
the interior. That we might not^lofe the opportunity afforded of feeing them at hand, 
and converfing with them, we landed about a hundred of our men, and purfued them 
with an intention of catching one or another of the party : hut they made fuch huge 
ftrides that even though wc ran and jumped we were unable to cover any thing like 
a fimilar I'pace. * 

This river contains feven finall illands : in the largofl: called Sta. Maria, precious 
ftones are found. It \yas formerly imagined that this was not a river, but a channel 
which communicated with the South Sea; but it was Ihortly found to be truly a river; 
which at its mouth is feventeen leagues acrofs. Here John de Solis, while on a voyage 
of difeovery like us, was with fixty of his crew devoured by cannibals, in whom they 
placed too great confidence. 

Coafting conftantly along this land towards the antarf):r pole, wc dopped at two 
Ulandsf, which we found peopled by geefe and fea- wolves ak'iie. I'ho tonner are fo 
numerous and fo little wild that we caught a fufficient ftore Ibr the five (hips in the 
fpace of a fingle hour. They arc black, and feem to be covered alike over every part 
of the body, with fliort feathers, without having wings with which to fly ; in fad they 
cannot fly, and|^entirely on fifli : they are fo fat that we were obliged to finge them, 
as we could no||pick their feathers. Their beak is curved like a horn. 

The fea-wolves are of different colour, and nearly of the fize of a calf, with a head,^^ 
much like the head of that animal. Their ears are round and fliort, and their teeth 
very long. They have no legs ; and their paw'S, which adhere to the body, fomewhat 
refemble our hands, having alfo finall nails. They are, however, webffooted like a 
duck. Were thefe animals capable of running they would be much to be dreaded for 
they feem \erj ferocious. They fwim with great fwiftnefs, and fubfifl: on filh. " 

We experienced a dreadful ftorm between thefe iflands, during which the lights of 
St. £Ime, St. Nicholas, and St. Clare were oftentimes perceived at the tops of the 
mails ; inllantly as they difappeared the fury of the tempeft abated. 

• In Fabre and Ramufio this incident is not mentioned, but inftead it is laid that at the inftaat the 
wiTels approached the Ihore they landed feme pregnant flaves who were on board, and who left the fliip 
by themfelves,^ were their own midwives, and brought back the n<w born in their arms to Ae (hips. 

• k * rofotions no fuch matter ; nor docs it wear the leaft appearance of probability. We have fecn 
IB the beginning of the chapter that Magellan gave the flrifteft orders that no woman whatever fliould 
be tiken on board. 

-t T^*y Port Deliri, where are two iflands, one called the Ifle of Penguina, the other the 

T . , P'K“rtta calls the former geefe, the latter wolves. The one is the aptenodita demerfa. 

Loan. : the other the phocai urfina, Linn, commonly called fcali, or (ea-doea. 
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On leaving thcfe iflands to continue our CPurfe, we afcended as high as forty-nine 
djEjgrees thirty minutes fouth wher^e we difcovered an excellent port ; and as winter 
approached (the month was May;, w®thought beft to take flielcer here during the 
bad weather. 

Two months elapfed without our perceiving any inhabitant of the country. One, day 
when the leaft we expeded any thing of the kind, a man of gigantic figure prefented 
himfeJf before us. lie capered almoft naked on the fands, and was finging and dancing, 
at the fame time cafiing duft on his head '^. The captain fent one of our feamen on 
fhore, with orders to make fimilar geilures as a token of friendlhip and peace, which 
were well underflood, and tlie giant fuffered hiinfelf to be quietly led to a ^lall illand 
where the captain had landed. I likewife went on (liorc there with many others. He 
tcftified great furprife on feeing us ; and, holding up his finger, undoubtedly fignified 
to us that he thought us defeended from heaven. 

* This man was of fuch inimenfe llature that our heads fcarcely reached to his waift f. 
He was of handfome aj)poaraiicc, his face broad and painted red, except a rim of 
yellow round his eyes, and two fpots in fliapc of a heart on his cheeks. His hair, 
which was thin, appeared w'hitcned with fonie kind of powder. His coat, or rather 
his cloak, was made of furs, well fowed together, taken frt)m an animal which, 
as we had afterwards an opporuinity of feeing, abounds in this country. This animal 
has the head and cars of a mule, the body of a camel, the legs of a flag, and the tail 

* The inhabitants of the iflands of the South Stas caft water on their heads in token of peace. Cookes 
iSecond Voyage, book iii. 

f M. de Paw, of whom I have fpoken In the Introdudion, (Par. XIX.) tlrat he might fupport Ills 
fyftem refpediii g America, which he pretends is a cmintty newly cnicrgid from the water, where nature 
is in a degraded flaie, is unwilling to admit the cxiltencc of ihelV Patagonian giants, as they would militate 
a^aintt his fyflem: he fays tiiat l^igafctta had a wrong view of thde men, and added much to their natural 
dimenfions in order that lie might have miracles to rel.jte. M. de Paw certainly is not equally worthy of 
credit with Pigafetta, who was an ocular witnefs, and always Ijiihful aiid worthy of reliioice, whtre what 
he himfelf has leen is a matter in difcuflion. iSs he found the Brazilians of the common foini and llature, 
be fays, *^SonodirpoIli In mini c feniinc conio noi.'' Hence, when he affurcs us that the Patagonians were 
giants, there is reafon to believe tiny appeared to him to be of gigantic lUture. It cannot rcafonabiy be 
imagined that he was mlilakVn, for he lived with them a length of time, comparcd|||||lr dimenljuna with 
his own, frequently conveiled wiili them, learnt many words of their language, and *ii^ aliortifhcd at their 
voice, their weight, their flrcngtli, iir.d the* amazing quantity of food and drink they confumed; fo that 
cveiry tiling correfponded with tiitir bulk. 'Phefe arc the prccifc words of our traveller: “ Veni uno della 
llatuia call como uno gigantc nellu nave capitawia. Haveva una voccfiniilc a uno toro. Fugendo facevanp 
tanto gran paflb, chc noi faltando no!i potevam) av^nzarc li fuoi pafli. Venni uno huomo dc datura dc 
giganie. Quel^o era tanto grande chc li davamo alia cintura, e ben difpollo, haveva la faza grande ct 
depinta. Ceitamenle quell i gigmui cote no pin che cavalli, Ognuno di li duo che pighaflemo mangiava 
una fpoTta dc befcoto, et bi veva in una flaia niezo fccchio de hacqua ct mangiava li forgi fenza fcorticarli.’^ 

I might ncvertltelefs allow M. de Paw to entertain his doubts refpeding the afllrlions o; our author, 
were they not confirmed by other travtllcrs. 'flic celebrated Prefident Debrofles (Navig. aux Ttrrea 
Auilrales, tome ii. p. 324,) has culledcd the teilimony of all who have fecn Patagonians, and who 
have fpoken of them as men or extraotditiaiy fize. 'I'hc navigators who have touched at this country 
fince the appearance of his wo;k, Byron, Wyii:s, Carteict, Cook, and Forller, have all of them confirmed 
his opinion, after well examining this ri. onllrous race, on the cxincnce of wliich much doubt was enter- 4 
tained. It is true that Winter, and Nrftb *rotigh, and finally M. Bougainville, fay, that the Patagonians arc 
but fix feet and a half in height ; but is their lugritive aficition to be placid in competition wuh fo 
many politive witnelfes who fj eak of what they have fecu, examined, and mcafuicd r Mr Dcfbioffcs has 
obfcrvtd that ihefc different lellimonitfi may be reconciled notwithflanding their apparent contradiction. 
The inhabitants of the moli fomliern coat s of America arc not commonly of gigantic /iature, but indi- . 
viduals of certain tribes may be of this unufual height. As they do not conflantly inhabit the fame Ipot, 
it will have happened that foinc navigators fliall not have fecn them. Pigafetta, who did fee them, was 
able to fpeak on the fubject. 

of 
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of a horfe j and like this laft animal, itgaeigh# *. ” I’his man likewife wore a fort of 
Ihoe, made of the fame Ikin f. He held in his left^jand a fhort and maffive bow, the 
firing of which, fomewhat thicker than that of ^ute, was made of the inteftines of the 
fame animal ; in the other hand he held arrows, made of fliort re^ds, with feathers 
at oRe end, fimilar to ours, and at the other, inflcad of iron, a white and black flint 
ftone. Witlfthe fame ilone they likewife form inftruments to work wood with. 

The captain-general gave him victuals and drink, and among other trifles prefented 
him with a large fteel mirror. The giant, who had not the leafl: conception of this 
trinket, and who faw his likencfs, now, perhaps, for the firfl; time, darted back in fo 
much fright, as to knock down four of our men who happened to dand behind him. 
We gave him fome little bells, a fmall looking-glafs, a comb, and fome glafs beads j 
after which he was fct on fhore, accompanied by four men well armed. 

His comrade, who had objefted to coming on board the fiiip, feeing him return, 
ran to advil’e his comrades, who.perceiving that our armed nten advanced towards 
them, ranged themfolves in file without arms, and almod naked : they immediately 
began dancing and flinging, in the courfe of which they raifed the /Vire-finger to 
heaven, to make us^ comprehend that it was thence they reckoned us to have 
defeended. They at the fame time fhewed us a white powder, in clay pans, and 
prefented it to us, having nothing eife to oft'er us to cat ; our people invited them by 
figns to come on board -our fliip, and profl'ered to carry on board with them whatever 
they might wifli. They accepted the invitation ; but the men, who merely carried a 
bow and arrow, loaded every thing on the women, as if they had been fo many beaft^' 
of burthen J. 

The women arc not of equal fizc with the men, but in rccompenfc they are much 
more luily. 'I'heir breads, which hang down, are more than a foot in length j they 
paint, and drefs in the fame manner as their hufliands, but they have a thin fkin of 
lomc animal, with which they cover their nudity. They were, in our contemplation, 
far from handfome, ncvcrthelefs liieir hufliands feemed very jealous. 

The women led four of the animals, of which I have previoufly fpoken, in a firing, 
but they were yt^ng ones. 1 hey make ufc of thefe young to catch the old ones : 
they fallen theiri'lo a tree, the old <incs come to play with them, w'hen from their 
concealment the men kill them with their arrows. The inhabitants of the country, 
both men and women, being invited by our people to repair to the vicinage of 
fhips, divided themfelves into two parties, one on each fide the port, and diverted 
us with an exhibition of the mode of hunting before recited. , 

Six days afterwards, while our people were employed in felling wood for the fhips, 
they faw another giant, drefled like thofe we had parted with, and like them armed with 
a bow and arrow. On approaching our people he touched his head and body, afterwards 
raifing his hands to heaven, geftures which the men imitated. The captain-general, 
informed of this circumflance, fent the fkiff on fhore, to conduct him to the iflet, in 


Tina animal is the guanaco (camdus huanacua, Linn.), of which genus naturalills eftcem the lama 
and vicuna,^ a fjiecies of camel, or rather (hcep, well known from its valuable fleece. The defeription 
given ot this animal by the author perfedlly correfponds with the guanaco ; and all travellers relate that 
the Patagonians are clothed in its flein. Wc have, in our mufaeum, a leg of this animal, which exa&Iv 
correfponds with the defeription given of it by Buffoii. (Supplcm. tom. vi. p. 304). This leg is one 

foot ten inches long, though cut off below the knee. f ‘t/ » B . o 

MiLalLn this Ihoe, vvhich made the feet of this man rfefcmble the foot of a bear, that 

Magallanxallcd this people Patagonians. See Debrv, Americ®, llb.iv, p. 66. 

ooWfnil 'j; countries, and in all ages, that women are treated in pro- 

portion to civilization, well or ill, and moft coarfely where the kail civilization czills. 
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the port, on which a houfe had betHl fredetjL to ferve as a for^, and a magazii^ibr 
diflFerent articles of merchandize, w ’ 

This man was of higher ftature, aM better made than the others ; he was more- 
over pf gentler manners; he danced and fprang fo high; and with fuch might, that 
his feet funk feveral inches deep into the fand ; he remained with us fome days we 
taught him to pronounce the name of Jefus, to fay the Lord's Prayer, ♦c. whiclli he 
did with equal eafe with ourfelves, but in a much ftronger tone of voice. Finally, 
we baptifed him by the name of John ; the captain-general made him a prefent of a 
Ihirt, a veil, cloth drawers, a cap, a looking-glafs, comb, forae little bells, and other 
trifling things : he returned towards bis own people, apparently well contented. The 
next day he brought us one of the large animals, of which we have made mention, 
and received other prefents to induce him to repeat his gift ; but from that day we 
faw nothing of him, and fufpefted his companions had killed him on account or his 
attachment to us. At the end of a fortnight four othpr of thefe men repaired to us v 
they were without arms, but we afterwards found they had concealed them behind 
fome bulhes, where they were pointed out to us by two of the party, whom we 
detained. They were all of them painted, but in a different manner to thofe we had 
feen before. ‘ 

The captain wifhed to keep the two youngcft, who, as well, were of handfomefl 
form, to carry them with us on our voyage, and even take them to Spain ; but, aware 
of the difficulty of fccuring them by forcible means, he made ufe of the following 
artifice. He prefentcd them a number of knives, mirrors, glafs-beads, 6ic. fo that 
both their hands were full ; he afterwards offered them two of thofe iron rings ufed for 
chaining felons, and when he faw their anxiety to be poffeffed of them (for they are 
paffionately fond of iron), and moreover, that they could not hold them in their 
hands, he propofed to fallen them to their legs, that they might more eafily carry 
them home, to which they confented ; upon this our people put on the irons and 
faflened the rings, by which means they were fecurely chained. As foon as they 
became aware of the treachery ufed towards them they were violently enraged, and 
pufled and roared aloud, invoking Setebos, their chief demon, to come to their 
afliflance. 

Not content with having thefe men, the captain was anxious of fecuring their wives 
aMb, in order to tranfport a race of giants to Europe,: with this view he ordered the 
two others to be arrefted, to oblige them to conduct our people to the fpot where they 
were; nine of our ftrongeft men were fcarcely able to cad them to the ground, and 
bind them, and ftill even one of them fucceeded in freeing himfelf, while the other 
exerted himfelf fo much that he received a flight wound in the head from one of the 
men ; but they were in the end obliged to Ihow our people the way to the abode of 
the wives of our two prifoners. Thefe women, on learning what had happened to 
their hulbands, made fuch loud outcries as to be heard at a great diflance. Johan 
Carvajo, the pilot, who was at the head of our people, as night was drawing on, did 
not choofe to bring away at that time the women to whofe houfe he had been con-* 
duded, but remained there till morning, keeping a good guard. In the mean time 
came there two other men, who without exprelfing any diffatisfaflion or furprife^ 
continued all night in the hut ; but foon as dawn began to break, upon faying a 
few words, in an inflant every one took to flight, man, woman, and child ; the 
children even fcampering away with greater fpeed than the reft. They abandoned 
their hut to us, and all that it contained ; in the mean time one of the men drove ofl^ 
Jo a diftance, the little animals which they ufed in hunting j while another, concealed 

behind 
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behiQ^ ® bufli, wounded one of our men thigh, who died immediately *. 

Though our people fired on the runawa^ they Were unable to hit any, on account 
of their not efcaping in a ftraight line, but leikpin|fifrom one fide to another, and 
getting on as fwiftly as hortes.at a full gallop. Our people burned the hut of thefe 
ravages, and buried their dead companion. ^ 

Swage as they are, thefe Indians are yet not without their medicaments. When they 
have a pain in the fiomach, for example, in lieu of an operative medicine, they thruft 
an arrow pretty deeply down the throat, to excite a vomit, and throw up a nwtter of 
a greenilh colour, mixed with blood t « The green is occafioned by a fort of thiftle, 
on which they feed. If they have the hcad-acbe, they make a gaih in their forehead, 

■ and do the fame with the other parts of their body, where they experienete pain, in 
order to draw from the affeded part a confiderable quantity of blood. Their theory, 
as explained to us by one of thofe we had taken, is on a par with their pra&ice : 
pain, they fay, proceeds from the reluffance of the blood to abide any longer in the 
part where it is felt ; by releafing it, confcquently, the pain is removed. 

Their hair is cut circularly like that of monks, but is longer, and fupported round 
the head by a cotton firing, in which they place their arrows when they go hunting. 
When the weather is* very cold, they tie their private parts clofcly to the body. It 
appears that their religion is limited to adoring the devil ; they pretend that when one 
of. them is on the point of death, ten or twelve demons appear dancing and finging 
around him. One of thefe, who makes a greater noife than the refi, is termed 
Setebos, the inferior imps are called Cheleule j they are painted like the people o£ 
the country. Our giant pretends to have once feen a devil with horns, and hair or 
fuch length as to cover his feet ; he call out flames, added he, from his mouth and 
his poficriors. 

Thefe people, as I have already noticed, clothe thcmfelves in the ikin of an animal, 
and with the fame kind of Ikin do they cover their huts, which they tranfpprt 
whither fuits them belt, having no fixed place of abode, but wandering about from 
fpot to fpoi like gypfics. They generally live upon raw meat, and a fweet root 
called capac ; they are great feeders : the two we took daily confumed a balket full 
of bread each, and drank h .lf a pail of w'ater at a draught, they eat mice raw, and 
without even flaying them. Our captain gave thefe people the name of Patagonians. 
We fpent five months in this port, to which we gave the denomination of St. Julia|), 
and met with no accidents on fhore, during the whole of our ftay, fave what I have 
noticed. 

Scarcely had we anchored in this port before the four captains of thc>3ther veflels 
plotted to murder the captain-general. Thefe traitors were Juan of Carthagena, 
vehador | of the fquadron ; Lewis de Mendoza, the treafurer ; Antonio Cocca, the 
paynsafter ; and Gafpar de Cafada. The plot was difeovered, the firft was flayed^ 
alive, and the fecond was ftabbed to the heart ; Gafpar de Cafada was forgiven, but 

jj; * It 18 well known that favages make ufe of poifoned arrows, and our travellers had even other examples 
of this. 

Debry has given the reprefentat ion of a Patagonian in this attitude. It is pofilble that they may 
thruft an arrow into the gullet, to free ihemfclves by vomiting, from indigeftion. Sometimes favages put a 
wand into their mouths, in prefence of their idols, to prove to them that they have toothing, impure in 
^tbeir body. See Bsnzoni, pnbli/hed by Debry. 

Vehador, or veador, in the ancient Portuguere, fignified the manager of a fociety of monks : in 
Spanifli, this officer is called veedor, from veer, to look after. Some writers pretend that John of 
Carthagena was a bifhop ; but Pigafetta would not have omitted meutioa of this circnmllance, and. 
MagcUais would not have punifhed him in fuch a cruel manner, had he been inveiled with this dignity. 

a few . 



31 8 pioafetta’s voyaob Brovko the world. 

a few days after he meditated tfjea^n anew. The captain-general then, who dared 
not take his life, as he was created a captani by the Emperor himfelf, drove him from 
the fquadron, and left him in thi country of the Patagonians, together with a prieft, 
his accomplice *. 

iinother miihap befel part of the fquadron while we remained at this ftation. 
The Ihip St. Jago, which had been detached to furvey the coaft, was caft upon niicks ; 
neverthelefs, as if by a miracle, the whole of the crew were faved ; two feamen 
came over-land to the port where we were to acquaint us of this difafter, and the 
captain-general fent men to the fpot immediately, with fome facks of bifcuit. The 
crew ftopped two months near the place where the veffel was ftranded, to colleft the 
wreck arid merchandize, which the fea fucceflively caft on Ihore ; and during all this 
time means of fubfiftence was tranfportcd them over land, although a hundred miles 
diftant from the port of St. Julian, and by a very bad and fatiguing road, through 
thickets and briars, among which the bearers of provifion were obliged to pafs the 
whole night, without any other beverage than what they obtained from the ice they 
found, and which they were able with difficulty to break. 

As for us, we fared tolerably in this port, though certain ffiell-fifh, of great length, 
fome of which contained pearls, but of very fmall fize, were not edible. We found 
oftriches f here, foxes, rabbits much fmaller than ours, and fparrows. The trees yield 
frankincenle. 

We planted a crofs on the fuminit of a neighbouring mountain, which we termed 
Monte Chrifto, and took pofleffion of the country in the name of the King of Spain. 

We at length left this port (21ft Auguft) and keeping along the coaft, in latitude 
fifty degrees forty minutes foulh, dilcovered a river of frelh water J, into which 
we entered. The whole fquadron nearly experienced fliipwrcck here, owing to the 
furious winds with which it was aflailed, and which occafioncJ a very rough fca ; but 
and the Corpora Sanfta (that is to fay, the lights which ffione on the fuinmits of 
the marts) brought us fuccour, and faved us from harm. Wc fpent two months here, 
to flock our veffels with wood and water 5 we laid in provifion, alfo, of a fpecies of 
fifh nearly two feet in length, and covered with fcales j it was tolerable eating, but 
we were unable to take a fufficient number of them §. Before we quitted this fpot 
our captain ordefed all of us to make confeffion, and, like good Chriftians, to re- 
ceive the communion. 

Continuing our courfc towards the fouth, on the 21ft Oflober, in latitude fifty-two 
degrees, we difeovered a ftrait, which wc denominated the ftrait of the Eleven 
Thoufand Virgins, in honour of the day. This ftrait, as will appear in the fcquel, 
is four hundred and forty miles, or one hundred and ten maritime leagues in length ; 

^ When Gomez, who commanded the Sto Antonio, after deferting the fquadron in the ftrait, returned 
to St. Julian, he took them both on board again, and carried them back to Spain. Lettrc dc Maximilien 
Ic Tranfilvain, 

t The American oftrich is much fmaller than the Afiican. The Brazilians call it nhandahuacu; and 
Linnaeus iltuthio rhc.i. 

J This river is that of Sta, Cruz, which Cook has laid down in latitude fifty-one degreesfouth. This 
name was given to the river from its being entered on the 14th September, the anniverfary of the exaltatiotl 
of the crols. 

5 It is known for certainty, that while the fquadron remained in this river, viz. on the I Ith Oftober, 
there was an cclipfc of the fun, of which all thofc take notice who have written the hiftorjr of this voyage $ 
and whichjiynarked in the aflronomical tables. Authors even pretend that Magellan availed himfelt of it 
to afccrtaji/Bmc longitude. Pigafetta, however, takes no notice of the cclipfc, nor ought he fo to have 
«doxie ; cc^fe was vifible to us indeed, but not to thofc in the fouthtrn part of America. 
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It is half a league in breadth, fometimes^^jmore^ji^ flStaietimes lefs, and terminates in 
another fea, which we denominated the Pacific Occ’ai^ This ftrait is inclofed between 
lofty mountains, covered with fnow,and it is likewife very deep, fo that we were unable to 
anchor, except quite clofe to fhore, where was from twenty-five to thirty fathoms wafer. 

Tim whole of the crew were fo firmly perfuaded that this ftrait had no weftem 
outlet that we fliould not, but for the deep fcience of the captain-general, have 
ventured on its exploration. This man, as Ikilful as he was intrepid, knew that he' 
would have to pafs by a ftrait very little known, but which he had feen laid down on 
a chart of Martin de Boheme, a moft excellent cofmographer, in the treafury of the 
King of Portugal . 

As foon as we' entered on this water, imagined to be only a bay, the captain fent 
forward two veflels, the Sto. Antonio, and La Conception, to examine where it 
ternnnated, or whither it led j w'hilc we in the Trinidad and the Vittoria awaited them 
in the mouth of it. 

At night came on a terrible hurricane, which lafted fix and thirty hours, and forced 
us to quit our anchors, and leave our veflels to the mercy of the winds and waves in 
the gulph f. The two other vcffels, equally bufi’eted, were unable to double a cape 
ill order to rejoin us ; fd that by abandoning thetnfelves to the gale, which drove them 
ronftanily towards what they conceived to be the bottom of a bay, they were appre- 
henfivc momentarily of being driven on fliorc. But at the inftant they gave thcmfelves 
up for loft, they faw a fmall opening §, which they took lor an inl(Jtof the bay, into 
this they entered, and perceiving that this cliannel was not clofed, they threaded it, 
and found tlienifelves in another [|, through which they purfued their coarfe 
to another ftrait leading into a third bay ftill larger than the preceding. 'Phen, in 
lieu of following up their exploration, they deemed it moft prudent to return, and. 
render account of what they had obl'ervcd to the captain-general. 

Two days pafled without the two veflels returning, fent to examine the botto^H- 
of the bay, fo that we reckoned they had been fwallowed up during thetempeftj 
and feeing iinoko on fliore, we conjedureJ that thofe who had had the good fortune 
to efcape, had kindled thofe fires to inform us of their exiltcnce and dirtrefs. But 
v.lvile in this painful incertitude as to their fate, we faw them advancing towards uS' 
under full fail, and their Hags flying ; and when fufliciently near, heard the report of 
rheir bombards, and their loud exclamations of joy. We repeated the falutation 
and when we learnt from them that they had feen the prolongation of the bay, or^. 
better fpeaking, the ftrait, we made towards them, to continue our voyage in this; 
courfe, if pollible. 

When wo had entered into the third bay, w hich I have before noticed, wo faw two> 
openings, or chaimcls, the one running to the fouth-caft, the other to the fouth-weft * 
The captaln-gcncral fent the two veflels, the Saul Antonio and La Conception to the- 
fouth-caft, to examine whether or no this channel terminated in an open fea. The firft. 

,* See ilie lntroilii£tion, parag. xl. anil tlit following. 

f Plate ii. reprefrnts the lopograpliy of the llrait of Magellan, e.vtiaflcJ from a eliart of M. de Bou- 
gainville, In the other chan annexed, is given the foulhern pan of Ameriia, as it is in the tnanufeript of 
f'igalctta. The draught in far from exaiSt ; but tile geographers of the fixteenth century have left us. 

nothing better, as may be feeu by the geography of lioitelius. The bay of which Pjgafetta fpeaks,. 
is Poireffiun Bay. - c o . . . o r - 

t Cape of Pofleilion. ^ Pirfl, Gut. 

11 Boutanlt Bay. * ^ Second Gut. 

• • Ihe channel on the fouth-caft it that near Cape Munmoutb,. called Detroit Suppofe, in the chart' 
of M. de Bougainville. 

fet 
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fei fail immediately, under prefs of canvas, not choofmg to wsut for the fecond, 
which the pilot wiflied to leave behind, as he had intention to avail himfelf of the 
darknefs of the night to retrace his courfe, and? return to Spain by the fame way we 

This pilot was Emanuel Gomez, who hated Magellan, for the foie reafoi|;^that, 
when he came to Spain to lay his projeft before the Emperor of proceeding fe the 
Moluccas by a weftern paflage, Gomez himfelf had requefted, and was on the point 
of obtaining, fome caravellas for an expedition of which he would have had the com- 
mand. This expedition had for its objecl; to make new difcoveries ; but the arrivd 
of Magellan prevented his requeft from being complied with, and he could only obtain 
the fubaltem fituation of pilot ; what, however, no lefs ferved to increafe his irritation, 
"was the refieftion of his ferving under a Portugueze. In the courfe of the night he con- 
.fpired with the other Spaniards on board the (hip. They put in irons, and even wounded 
the captain, Alvaro de Mefchita, the coulin-german.of the captain-general, and carried 
him thus to Spain. They reckoned likewife on tranfporting thither one of the two 
giants we had taken, and who was on board their Ihip ; but we learnt, on our return, 
that he died on approaching the equinodial line, unable to bear the heat of the 
tropical regions. 

The veffel, the Conception, which could not keep up with the Sant Antonio, con- 
tinued to cruize in the channel to await its return, but in vain. 

We, with the tXvo other veflels, entered the remaining channel, on the fouth-weft ; 
and, continuing our courfe, came to a river which we called Sardine river *, on 
account of the vaft number of the filh of this denomination we found in it. We 
anchored here to wait for the two other (hips, and remained in the river four days ; 
but in the interim we difpatched a boat, well manned, to reconnoitre the cape of this 
c]|annel, which promifed to terminate in another fea. On the third day the failors 
flnt on this expedition returned, and announced their having feen the cape where the 
ftrait ended, and with it a great fea, that is to fay, the ocean. We wept for joy : 
this cape was denominated 11 Capo Defeado (Wilhed for Cape) for in truth we had 
long wilhed to fee it t- 

We returned to join the two other velfels of the fquadron, and found the Con- 
ception alone. On enquiring of the pilot, Johan Serano, what had become of the 
other veffel, we learnt that he conceived it to be loft, as he had not once feen it fince 
he entered the channel. The captain-general then ordered it to be fought for every 
where, bu^ efpecially in the channel into which it had penetrated. He lent back the 
Vittoria to the mouth of the ftrait, with direftions, if they Ihould not find it, to hoift a 
ftandard on fome eminent fpot J at the foot of which, in a fmall pot, Ihould be placed 
a letter, pointing out the courfe the captain-general would take, in order to enable the 
milling Ihip to follow the fquadron. This mode of communication, in cafe of a 
divifion, was concerted at the inftant of our departure. Two other fignals were 
holfted in the fame manner on eminent fites in the firft bay, and on a fmmi illand of 

( 

* Later navigators make no mention of the river of Sardines, which probably defeends from the 
mountains of Terra del Fuego. They do not either notice the great abundance of Sardines alluded to by 
our author^ but this is not aftoniihing, for thefe filh on their migrations remain but a fliort lime at one 
place. 

t II Capo Defeado forms the wellern extremity of the fouthern coaft, along which the boat fleered ; 
but ike coafted clofe to the northern fhore, and left America at Cape Vittoriay fo called from the 
ftip ipWch firft doubled it, and which was the only one that returned to Europe. 

t the moHotUB called by M. de Bougainville Fere Aymon. 
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the third bay •, on which we faw a number of fea-wolves and birds. The captain- 
general, with the Conception, awaited the return of the Victory, near the river of 
Sardines, and erefted a crofs on a fmall ifland, at the foot of two mountains, covered 
with fnow, where the river had its fource. 

Had we not difcovered this ftrait, leading from one fea to the other, it was the 
intention of the captain-general to continue his courfe towards the fouth, as high 
as feventy-five degrees, where in fumnier there is no night, or very little, as 
in winter there is fcarcely any day. While we were in the ftrait, in the month of 
Oftober, there were but three hours night. 

The (bore in this ftrait, which, on the left, turns to the fouth-eaft, is low. We 
called it the Strait of the Patagonians f. At every half league it contains a Vafe port, 
with excellent water, cedar-wood, fardines, and a great abundance of Ihell-filh. 
There were here alfo fome vegetables, part of them of bitter tafte, but others fit to 
eat, efpecialiy afpecies of fweet C 9 lery J, which grows on the margin of fprings, and 
which, for want of other, ferved us for food. In Ihort, I do not think the world 
contains a better ftrait than this. 

At the very inftant of our launching into the ocean we witneffed a fingular chace, 
of fifti, purfued by others. I’here are three fpecies, that is to fay, dorados, albicores 
and bonitos, which purfue the fifli called colondrins, a kind of Hying-fifli §. Thefc, 
when followed iclofc, iffuc from the water, extend their fins, of fufficient length to 
ferve them as wings, and fly the diftance of a crofs-bow’s Ihot ; after this they return 
into the water. In the mean time their enemies, directed by the fliadow of them, 
continue the purfuit, and inftantly as they re-enter the water, make them their prey. 
Thefc flying-fifh are upwards of a foot in length, and are excellent eating. 

During' the voyage 1 talked with the Patagonian giant on board our fhip, and by 
means of a fpecies of pantomime, enquired of him the Patagonian name of a number 
of objects, and was thus enabled to form a fmall vocabulary. He had accuftomed 
himfeif fo pcrfedly to this practice, that no fooner did he fee me take my pen in 
hand, than he came immediately to tell the name of the dilTerent things before him, 
and of what was palling. Among other things he Ihewcd us the manner of kindling 
fire in his country ; that is to fay, >>y rubbing one piece of pointed wood againlt 
another, until fire catches to a kind of pi'.h of a tree, placed between the two pieces 
of wood. One day when 1 fliewed him and kilTed the crofs, he gave me to underftand 
by his geftures that Setebos would enter into my body, and caufe me to burft. When 
at death’s door, on his laft illnels, he called for the crofs, which he killed ; he alfo 
begged to be baptifed, which was done j he receiving the name of Paul. * 


^ The ifle of Lions. 

f This ftrait, it is ncecllefs to mention, afterwards received the name of Magellan, frogii that navigator, 
Apliim dulcc. Cook alfo found tliis vegetable here, as well as abundance of icui vy-grafs ; and, 
owing to the pltiUcoiifncrs of anti-l'corbiitic vegetables, deemed the paflage of the ftiait preferable to that 
round Cape Horn. (Firft Voy. book ill.) 

i Trigla volitans, Linn* Perhaps tlie fifti alluded to by the author is the Exocetus volitana. 
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BOOK II. 

Departure from the Strait, and thence to the Death of Captain Magellan, and our 

leaving Zubu. 

ON Wednefclay, 28th November, we left the ftrait, and entered the ocean to Svhich 
wc afterwards gave the denomination of Vacilic, and in which we failed the fpace of 
three months and twenty days, without tailing any f relli provifions. The bifeuit we 
were eating no longer deferved the name of bread ; it was nothing but dull, and 
worms which had confumed the fubllance ; and what is more, it fnielled intolerably, 
being impregnated with the urine of mice. I’he water we were obliged to drink was 
equally putrid and oil'enfive. We were even fo far reduced, that v. e might not die of 
hunger, to eat pieces of the leather with which the main-yard was covered to prevent 
'it from wearing the rope. Thefe pieces of leather, conilanily expofed to the water, 
fun, and wind, were fb hard that they required btmg 1‘oaked four or live days in the 
fea in order to render them fupple; after this we broiled them to eat. Frequently 
indeed we were obliged to fubfift on favv-duft, and even mice, a food fo difgulling, 
were fought after with fuch avidity that they lold for half a ducat a piece *. 

Nor was this all, our greatefl misfortune was being attacked by a malady in which 
the gums fwelled fo as to hide the teeth, as well in the upper as the lower jaw, 
whence thofe affedled thus were incapable of chewing their food f. Nineteen of our 
number died of this complaint, among whom was the 1 atagonian giant, and a 
Brazilian, whom we had brought with us from his own country. Befides thofe who 
died, we had from twenty-five to thirty failors ill, who fuffered dreadful pains in their 
arms, legs, and other parts of the body ; but thefe all of them recovered. As for 
myfelf, I cannot be too grateful to God for the continued health I enjoyed ; though 
Airrounded with fick I experienced not the llighteft illnefs. 

In the courfe of thofe three months and twenty days we traverfed nearly four 
thoufand leagues in the Ocean denominated by us Pacific, on account of our not having 
experienced throughout the whole of this period any the leafl tempeftuous weather J. 
We did not cither in this whole lengih of time difeover any land, except two defert 
iilands ; on thefe we faw nothing but birds and trees, for which reafon we named them 
Las Iflas Defdichados (the Unfortunate Iflands.) We found no bottom along their 
fhores, and faw no fifli but lliarks. I'hc two iflands arc two hundred leagues apart. 1 he 
firft lies in latitude fifteen degrees fouth, the fecond in latitude nine degrees §. From 

k 

* It Id no iincommun for failors, from hunp^cr, to he obliged to cat mice, or even leather. In i ^40, 

a moilfe on board llu* fquadron of Pizairo fold for lour crowns. The crews ol Buiiganiviilc (torn, if* 
P* ^ 73 ‘) Cot*k, (Third Voyage, b. i. p. 28.} were fain to cat leather. 

't' of tjie Scuivy, 

t Bougainville, and Cook allnrfdly were not ecjually fortunate. 

^ Pigaletta dots not prrfcnl us with Inlh/i'viiT dociimcntH to determine exRtflly the pnfition of Lis Idas 
Dtfdiehados. Our manufcripl merely j.tmits out the one to lay norfh-w 11 of tlu. other. But Irom his 
narrative, allowing it to be corredt, they belong to the Society Iflands, iiorib and north-ead of Otabcite ; 
for Pigaletta fays that on leaving the Itrait they lailed north-well by well; afterwards north we»t to the 
equiriodial line, which they paffed, one liundrcdand twenty two degrees wr't Irum the line ol demarcation, 
that 18 to fav, in one hundred and lifty-two degrees welt from llie hrll meridian Now, if from lliis point 
we trace a line from north-well to fouih call, it will pafs between the Society Iflands on the noith, and 
Otaheite on the cpft. On this line therefore fliould the Unfortunate Iflands lie Jaillot and N«>lin have 
confcquently placed tlitm out of their trtic geographical fite It i^ not inipr(»pcrly, Iiow’cver, that they 
have given them tiie nanie^^, one of St. Peter, and the other of Tihuron, for the ano' yinous Portiigucfe givc3 
tbeiil, the fame names, 'J'he Traufylvanian fays, our navigator ftayed here two days to fifh. 

8 the 
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the run of our Ihip, as efti'matcd by the log, we travcrfed a fpace of from llxty to 
feventy leagues a day ; and if God and his Holy Mother had not granted us a fortunate 
voyage, we Ihould all have perilhcd:^f hunger in fo vaft a fea. I do not think that 
any one for the future will venture upon a fimilar voyage *. 

If, leaving the llraits, we had continued a weftcrn courfc under the fame parallel, 
we (hould have made the tour of the world ; and without feeing any land fliould have 
returned by Wiflied-for-Cape (II Capo Defcado), to the cape of the Eleven Thoufand 
Virgins, both of which are in latitude fifty-two degrees fouth. 

The antarftic has not the fame ftars as the ardlic pole ; but here are feen two clufters 
of fmall nebulous ftars, which look like fmall clouds, and are but little diftant, the one 
from the other t- In midft of th(?fc clufters of fmall ftars two are diitinguifiied 
very large and very brilliant, but of which the motion is fcarcely apparent : thefe indi- 
cate the antardtic pole. Though the needle declined fomewhat from the north pole, 
it yet ofcillated towards it, but not jviih equal force as in the northern hemifphere. 
When out at fea, the captain-general dircdfed the courfe the pilots fhould fteer, and 
enquired how they | pointed. They unanimoufly replied they bore in that diredtion 
he ordered them : he then informed them that their courfc was wrotig, and diredled 
them to correef the needle, becaufe, being in the fouthern, it had not an equal power to 
defiguate the true north as in the northern hemifphere. When in midft of the ocean 
we difeovered, in t!ie weft, five ftars of great brilliancy, in form of a crofs |j. 

We fleered north-weft by Aveft till we reached the equinodlial line in one hun^ 
dred and twenty-two degrees of longitude, weft of the line of demarcation §. This 
line is thirty degrees weft of the meridian *1 , and three degrees weft of Cape Verd. 

In our courfc we coafted along two very lolty iflands, one of which in latitude twenty 
degrees fouth, the other in fifteen degrees fouth. The firft is called Ciiiangu, the 
fecond Suinbdit Pradit **, 

Aft® 


* Fifty years elapfeil before another navigator made the circuit of the globe. Drake in 1578 was the 
firft, after Magellan, who croftVd this fea. 

f Due imbtcnle, that is To fay, two clufters of ftars, arc marked by aftronomers at the foutlieni pole : 
OTIC ol ihefe is above fhc other below the hydra. Near the pole Icveral llar.s arefeen which hji iu tlie con- 
flellatiori the o6lant ; but as thele liars arc of the fifth or fixth niaguitudc, the two and biilliaut liars 
mentioned by Higafetla mull be the y and 0 of the hydra. 

t they pointed by the compufs, in what direction they llcered. To correfl the needtt, is to add or 

dirninin) the decrees of it s variation^ tliat the compals may point to the true north. 

|[ Dante (Purgat. lib. i. ) fpeaks of this crols in thefe verfes : 


I mi volfi a man deflra, e poll mente 
All’altro polo, e vidi quattro lit He 
Non vide mai liiorehc alia prima gente. 
Coder pareva il ciel di lor fiammclle. 

Oh ! fetieiitrioual vedovo llto, 

Poichc privato fei di mirar quelle. 


i An imaginary line which, feparating the globe into two hemifpheres, divided the conqueftfi of Por- 
tugal from ihofc of the Spaniards according to the bull of Pope Alexander VU See the IntroduAion* 
parag. V. v o 

f Id ell, the firft meridian. 


•/I j *8 Japan ; it bears this name on the globe of Behaim, on which it is termed the richeft 

jfland of the call, Sumbdit-Pradit is perhaps the Antiliia of the fame globe, called alfo Septc Ritade. 
J 5 ut on this globe thefe two iflands are in the northern hemifphere, one in twenty degrees, the other ia 
twenty-foi^ decrees. Ramufio (tom. i. tav. 3.) places Cipangu in twenty five degrees, but in chart 19. 
cf Urban Monti I find humbdit m latitude nine degrees fouth. Deliflc, on what authority I know not, 
places them m forenteen degrees and twenty degrees fouth. It mull, however, be obferved, that Pigafetta 

T T 2 does 
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•After we had eroded the line we fleered wefl-by-north. We then ran twp hui^red; 
leagues towards the wefl ; when, changing our courfe again, we ran well- by-fouth until 
in the latitude of thirteen degrees north* ; wc|rufled by this courfe to reach Cape 
Gatticara which coffflographers have placed in this latitude, but they are miftaken, this 
c-i'pe lying twelve degrees more towards the north. They muft, however, be excufed 
the error'in their plan, as they have not like us had the advantage of vifiting thefe 

When we had run feventy leagues in this direaion and were in latitude twelve 
degrees north, longitude one hundred and forty-fix degrees, on Wednefday the 6th of 
March we difeovered in the north-weft a fmall ifiand, and afterwards two others in the 
fouth-wefl. The firfl was more lofty and larger than the other two. The captain- 
general meant to flop at the largefl to vidual and refrcfli J ; but this was rendered im- 
^oflible, as the iflanders came on board our lliips, and Hole, firfl one thing and then 
another without our being able to prevent them. They invited us to take in our 
fails and’ conic on fhore, aiid even had the addrefs to ftcal the Ikilf which hung aflern 
of our veflel. Exafperated at length, our captain landed with forty men, burnt 
forty or fifty of their houfes, and feveral of their boats, and killed feven of the people. 
By aaing thus he recovered his Ikiff ; but he did not deenr it prudent to flop any 
longer after fuch ads of hoflility. We therefore continued our courfe in the fame 

dire£tion as before. -ni-nj /-i ii.rt 

On our entering the boats to land and punifh the iflandeis, our fick people befought 

us, if any of them fiiould chance to be killed, to bring them their inteflines, perfuaded 

that they would foon eflea their cure. / . , ■ 

When our people wounded any of the iflanders with their arrows, (of which weapon 
they had no conception,) and chanced to pierce them through, the unfortunate fuf- 
fer4s endeavoured to draw out thefe arrows from their bodies, now' by one end, now 
by another j after which they looked at them with aflonilhmeiit, and fometimes died 


does not mention having tontl.ed at the inands, but tliat he cualled at a Oiort dillance along them ; that is 
to fay what he fancicd'to be CIpangu and Sunibdit ; and which he might conceive the dlaiulM he taw to be, 
from Marco Polo having publilhcd that CIpangu was the moll eallern ifland of the Indian feas ; and what he 
terms Cipangii being the fii a he faw coming from the well. Uu his return to Spain (hook 4.), he ipeaks 

ofSumbdit-Praditasaniflandrmiatemartheeoallofaiina. r , /• 1 r in- 

* From tlicfe liata it is that 1 have pointed out on tlic chart tiie run or the lipiadron from the llrait to 
the Ladrones iflaiids. I drew a line in a diredion noilh-well by well Irotn Cape Vidory towards the 
eointor Afterwards, leaving the equator at one himditd and twenty-two degree's from the line of demar- 
catUm I traced a line to meet the former, running from norlh-wtil to fonlh-eaa, and forming witlut an 
obtufe angle, where the fqnndron changed if. couric. North of the equator 1 drew a line rutintng weft-by- 
north about ei<rbt hundred miles, to thirteen degrees of latitude north, and thence to the I.adr ties idands. 
lam well aware that the degrees of longitude being iiiexad. the reft mull be very uncertain ; but the 
courfe traced preferits no difficulty, and f. cmr, to have a foundation. '1 he track laid down as purfued 

by Magellan by other geographers is purely ideal. , , . i>. i • i i n i • t,. 

+ Cape Cattigara, which our author onus Gatticara, was jilaced by Ptolemy m one hundred and eighty 
degrees of longitude from the Canary iflands, and foiuh of the eiiuator, but Magellan knew very well that 
it was on the north ; it is in fact in eight degrees twenty-feven minutes iiuith : iii conlequeiicc, before he 
reached this cape he imagined he mult fall in with the Molucca illands. The ihodcrn name of this point 
i.s Cape Camoriii. Vefpucci was dill more in error as to its latitude ; for he miftook for it a weftern cape 
of the continent, to which he gave this name. (Baitoloz'zi, loc cit.) , . , • -i- n. 

1 This ifland, at which Magellan touched, is probably the illand Guahan which Maximilian the 1 ranfyl- 
vanian terms Ivagana. It may be the ifland Rota, on which George Meiiriqueif, captain of a veflel in the 
fleet of Loaifa, (who in 1 52^; went from Peru to the Mariana Illands,) found Gonfalvo de Vigo, one of the 
failors of Magellan, who had voluntarily fettled here ; but again, this Vigo might have pafled hither from 
Guahan. (Debroffes, tom. i. p. i j6.) 
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of their wounds, a circumftance that did not fail to excite ouf pity. Still, when they 
faw us about to depart, they followed us with more than a hundred canoes, and Ihewed 
us filh as if difpofed to fell it ; but when near us they pelted us with flones, and took 
to flight". We failed through, the midft of them under full fail, but they avoided our 
veflfels with much dexterity. We likewife faw in their boats, crying anti tearing their 
hairj'fome women, whofe hufbands probably had been killed. 

Thefe people are ignorant of any law, and are guided merely by their inclinations. 
They have no king, nor any chief ; adore no Being or image, and go naked. Some 
among them have a long beard, and black hair, tied over the forehead and hanging 
down to the girdle. They likewife wear fmall hats made of palm. They are of 
good fize and well built. Their complexion is an olive brown, but we wcre’told they 
are born fair, and become dark as they increafe in } ears. They pedl'efs the art of (lain- 
ing their teeth red and black, which with them is a mark of beauty *. The women 
are pretty, of handfome fliape, and Icfs dark than the men. Their hair is very black, 
fleck, and hangs to the ground. They go naked like the men, except their privities, 
which they cover with a very narrow ftrip of cloth, or rather of the inner bark of the 
palm-tree. Their whole employment is in their houfes, in making mats and balkets of 
the leaves of the palm-tree, and in other fimilar works. Both men and women anoint 
their hair, and the whole of the body, with the oil of the cocoa-nut and fefeli f. 

Thefe people live on birds, flying-fifh, potatoes, a fort of figs half a foot long 
fugar-canes and other fimilar productions. I heir houfes are of wood covered with 
planks, over which leaves of their fig-trees lour feet in length are fpread §. They 
have tolerably decent rooms, with rafters and window frames j and their beds are 
pretty foft, being made of very fine matting of the palm-tree laid upon ftraw. d’heir 
only arms arc a lance tipped with pointed fifli-bone. The inhabitants of thefe iflands 
are poor, but very dextrous, and above all at thieving 5 for this reafbn we gave the 
name Dc los Tadrones || to the iflands. 

Their chief ainufernent confifts in failing about with their wives in canoes fimilar to 
the gondolas of Fiifine near Venice ^j, but they are flill more narrow ; all of them are 
painted, either black, white, or red, I’hc fail is made of the leaves of the palm-tree 
I'ewed together, and has the fliape of a latinc fail. It is always placed on one fide ; and 
on the oppofite fide, to form an equipi'ife to the fail, they fallen a large w'ooden log, 
pointed at one end, with poles laid acrofs and fixed in it, which keeps the boat fteady **, 
and admits of their failing without apprchenlion ; their rudder refcniblcs a baker’s 
fhovcl, that is to fay, it eonfifls of a pole faftened into a plank. ’J’hey make no differ- 
ence between head and flern, as they have a rudder at each end. 'I’hey at’e excellent 
fwimmers, and have as little fear of the fca as dolphins ff. 

The cnflom of blackening the trctli llili prevails in the Pilrw lil.mds adjoining to tliofe of Mariana. 
Their inhabitants form a kind of paltc lron» certain herbs, which they apply to the teeth for fome days 
for this pLirpoic (Keate, an .Account of the IVlcw Iflands, j) ; ;4.) 

f A ipecics of fmall oily grain, very common in China, the Ruphaniis olciier fincnlis, Linn. 

J Tilde llgs arc bananas, or the frnit of the mira (miifa pifung, Liiin.j, In future 1 fhall always ufe 
the term banana infhad of fig, v. hich is that the author lias employed. 

J Sucli are the leaves of the hanauier. 

II They were afterwards called Las 1 lias de las Velas, from the number of fails continally pnfling ; and 
ID the time of Philip IV. of Spain they were called the Marianas, in honour of Maria of Auilria, his Qiiecn* 
Noort obferves that, even in his time, they well deferved they name of the iflands. 

^ Small long gondolas extremely narrow, uftd between I’ufir.c and Venice- 

Anfon and Cook faw veflVls navigated by the individuals of the fouth feas of the ftru6lurc and plan 
here deferibed, and much commend the ingenuity of the contrivance. 

If On this account is it, perhaps, that an ifland contiguous to the Mariana Ifknds is denominated the 
Ifland of Swimmers. 

They 
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They were fo much aftoniflied at the fight of us, that we had reafon to believe they 
had never feen any other than the inhabitants of their own ifland. 

The 1 6th of March, at funrife, we found ourfelves near an elevated land, three hun- 
dred leagues from the iflands De los Ladrones. We foon difeovered it to be an ifland. 
It is called Zimal Behind this ifland is another not inhabited, and we afterwards 
learnt that its name is Humunu t- Here the captain-general refolved on landing the 
next day to take in water in greater fecurity, and take fonie reft after fo long and 
tedious a voyage. Here likewife he caufed two tents to be eredled for the fick, and 
ordered a fow to be killed 

On Monday the 1 8th, in the afternoon, we faw a bark with nine men making towards 
us. The' captain-general hereupon ifliicd orders that none fliould make the lealt mo- 
tion, or utter a fingle word without his leave. When they had landed, the chief of the 
party addrefled our comiiir.nder, and tdlified by figns the pleafure he experienced on 
feeing us. Four of the heft dreft remained with us ; the refidue went to fetch their 
companions, who were fi/liing, and returned with them. 

The captain, feeing tiieni lb peaceable, placed food before them, and at the fame 
time otfered them fome red caps, fmall looking-glafles, combs, bells, boccaflins §, ivory 
trinkets, and other finiilar articles. The iflanders, delighted wkh the kindnefs of the 
captain, prefented him fifh, a vale full of palm-wine, which they call uraca, bananas 
more than a fpan long, with others of a finaller fize and llipcrior flavour, and two 
cocoa-nuts ||, They fignified at the fame time by Uicir geftures, that they had nothing 
elfe to offer us at that titne, but that in four days they would return, and bring us 
rice, which they call umai, cocoa-nuts, and other provilion. 

Cocoa-nuts are the fruit of a fpecies of palm-tree, which furnilhes them with their 
fubftitutc for bread, w'ith wine, oil, and vinegar. In order to obtain wine they make 
an iiicifion at the top of the palm-tree, penetrating to the pith of the tree, from which 
drops a liquor relernbling white mufl, but which is rather tart. This liquor is caught 
in the hollow of a reed the thicknefs of a man’s leg, which is fufpended to the tree, and 
which is carefully emptied twice a day, at morning and night. The fruit of this palm- 
tree is of the fize of a man’s head, and fometiines larger. Its outward rind is green, 
and two fingers tliick : it is coinpofed of filaments of which they make cordage for 
their boats. Beneath the outward rind is a flicll much harder and thicker than that of 
the walnut. Ihis fhell they burn, and referve for making into a powder which they 
ufe. Within, the fliell is lined with a white kernel about as thick as a finger, which is 
eaten in lieu of bread with meat and fifli. In the center of the nut encircled by the 
kernel, aftVeetand limpid liquor is found, of a corroborative nature. After pouring 
this liquor into a glafs, if it be fuffered to ftand, it affumes the confiilence of an apple. To 
obtain an oil, the kernel and the liquor are left to ferment ; they are afterwards boiled, 
and yield an oil as thick as butter. To obtain vinegar, the liquor itfelf is expofed to the 
fun, and the acid which refults from it i cfeinblcs that vinegar we make from white wine. 

* In more modern charts it /« called Saruar ; and it is actually iituate about fifteen derrrecs, which make 
fomewhat lefs than three hundred fra leagues welt of Guahan. L’Abbe Prev6*, ( Hilt. Gen dc Voy. 
tome X. p. KjS.) uuOing to the extract of Fabrc, makes Satuar no more than thirty leagues from the 
Marianas 

f Humunu. afterwards called the Enchanted Ifland, (Hifl. Gen. dc Voy. tome xv, p. 198.) u fltuate 
near Cape Gmgan in the ifland Samnr. 

+ He, no doubt, obtained this fow at the iflands De los Ladrones, where all modern navigators have met 
with hogs. (UcbrolkB, tome i. p.55.) 

§ Boccaflins are a fort of linen formerly much in ufe. 
c nucifera, Linn. We have in our mufeum fevcral fpccimcns of the fruit of the cocoa-tree> fomc 

of wUca exceed in fize a man’s head, others have a rind compofed of filaments. 

Wc 
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We Hkewife made a beverage which refembled goat’s milk *, by rafping the nut, mixing 
it with the liquor, and ftraining the liquor through a cloth. The cocoa-trees refemble 
thol'e palm-trees which produce»datest» but their trunks, without being very fmooth, 
have not fo large a number of* knots. A family of ten perfons might be luppofted from 
two cocoa trees, by alternately tapping each every week, and letting the other reft, that 
a perpetual drainage of liquor may not kill the tree. We were told that a cocoa-tree 
lives a century. 

The iflanders became very familiar with us, by which means we were enabled to 
learn from them the names of many things, efpecially furrounding objefts. From 
them alfo we learnt that their illand, which is not very large, is called Zuluap. They 
were polite and well behaved. Out of friendlhip towards our captain they took him 
in their canoes to the warchoufes where they kept their merchandize, cloves, for ex- 
ample, cinnamon, pepper, nutmegs, mace J, gold, &c. &c. ; and by figns informed us 
that the countries towards which we direded our courfe produced thefe articles in 
abundance. The captain-general in return invited them on board his veiTel, where 
he fpread before thetn whatever by its novelty was likely to fix their attention. At 
the inftant they were about to depart he caufed a bombard to be fired, which ftrangely 
frightened them, fo mach indeed that they were on the point of throwing themfelves 
into the fea in order to get away ; but, with little difficulty, we fuccecdcd in perfuading 
them that they had no caufe for apprehenfion, and they left us at length tranquillized, 
and with courtefy aflured us, as they had proinifed before, that they would return 
immediately. 'I'lie defert ifland on which we hud landed was called Ifumuna by the 
iflanders 5 but we gave it the name of Acquada degli Buoni Signali (the Watering-place 
of Good Fromife), on account of our finding here two fountains of excellent water, 
and the firft indices of gold in this country. Here alfo white coral is found ; and 
there are fome trees, the fruit of which, fmaller than our almonds, refemble the kernel 
of the pine cone'§. Many kinds of palm arc likewife feen, fome of which yield fruit 
good to eat, wltile others produce none. 

Perceiving around us a number of iflands on the fifth Sunday of Lent, which alfo 
is the feaft of St. Lazarus, we called the archipelago by the name of that faint ||. It 
lies in ten degrees of north latiiude, and one hundred and fixtyone degrees of longitude 
from the line of demarcation ^[. • 

On F’riday, the 22d of the month, the iflanders kept their word, and came with two 
canoes full of cocoa nuts, oranges, a pitcher-full of pahn-winc, and a cock, m order- 
to Ihew us that they had poultry. We bougljt the wliole of what they brought us. 
Their chief was an old man ; his face w;us painteil and he wore pendants in his ears* 

* III I 6S4 a mini'inary laiigfit Cowley to nia’.e a milk of cocoa in tin’s manner, which lie found excellent. 

( DebrofUrs, tome* xi. p. 55 ) 

f l^ a*nix ilmTlylifi ra, Liiiu. 

:j: Om author calls it maiia: it is tlu* rprond rindi t he nutmeg, which has four : it is much m requeft 
for itfia.omatic lailc. Maciii officii. a Lino. 

§ Foffibly the piilacliio t'’cc (iMlacia terchiulhus. Li m. ) 

II They afiei wards leccivcd tlie name of the Philippines Philip of Aiiftria, the fon of Charles V* 

^ The Philippines are fituaie between 225 and 23;, degrees of the ifland of Ferro; coiifequently » 
bciween and 205 decrees of the line of demarcation, ab is feen on the general chart. This archipe- 
lago is not tlitrelore in degrees of longitude from this line. I am ignorant whether in determinin’r 
the longitude Magellan and his alirologer San Martino really gave that they computed, or whether they 
merely (fated it thus that they might comprife the Moluccas within the 180 degrees. It is however certain 
thar before Dampicr there was aa error in the computations of the longitude of 2? dcffrccs. Sec i)c- 
ibroffes^ tome ii. p. 72. ® 

The 
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The people m his fuite wore bracelets of gold on their arms, and handkerchiefs round 
their head^'. 

We laid eight days off this ifland, and the captain every day went on fhore to vifit 
the lick, taking with him the wine of the cocoa-tree, which was highly ferviceable to 
them. 

The inhabitants of the iflands contiguous to that at which we were, had fuch large 
holes in their ears, and the ends of them were drawn down fo much, that one might 
thruft an arm through the orifice *. 

Thcfe people are Caffres, that is to fay Gentiles f. They go naked, merely wearing 
a piece of the bark of a tree to hide their privities, which fomc of their chiefs cover 
with a girdle of cotton cloth, embroidered with filk at the two extremities. They are 
of an olive' colour, and generally pretty plump. They tatoo themfelves, and greafe 
. the body all over with the oil of the cocoa-tree and gengeli, in order, they fay, to pre- 
ferve themfelves from the fun and wind. They haye black hair, of fuch length it 
reaches to their wailf. Their arms are cutlaflcs, bucklers, clubs, and lances, adorned 
with gold. "J’he fifliing inftruments they ufe are darts, harpoons, and nets made nearly 
in the fame manner as ours. Their boats likewife refemblc thofc in ufe with us. 

On Holy Monday, 25th March, 1 was in the moft imminent danger. We were 
about to fet fail, and I was intent on fifhing : being about to place myi'elf for greater 
convenience on a yard wetted by the rain, my foot flipped, and 1 fell into the fea with- 
out being perceived. Fortunately a rope, belonging to one of the fails, w'hich was 
hanging in the water, prefented itfelf within my grafp ; I feized it and holloed with 
all my might, till I was heard, and the fkitf was fent round to relieve me from peril. 
My falvation was certainly not to be attributed to my individual merit, but to the mer- 
ciful protection of the Holy Virgin. 

We left the ifland the fame day, and fleered wcft-fouth-wefl between four iflands 
called Ccnalo, Iliiinaiigan, Iljuflon, and Abarien. 

On Thurfday, 28th March, having dilfinguiflied fire during the night on an ifland 
near us, we fleered for it in the morning, and when but little dilfant faw a fmall 
bark, called a boloto, with eight men in it, making for our veflel. The captain had a 
flave on board, a native of Sumatra, anciently called Tapobrana J : we endeavoured 
to converfe with the inhabitants by his means, and found they comprehended his 
language §. They came to within a fliort diflance of us, but would not come on 
board, and feemed even to be fearful of approaching us too clofcly. The captain, 
feeing their miftruft, threw into the fea a red cap and fome other trifles, attached to 
a plank, '/'hey took it, and feemed greatly pleafed, but immediately after departed : 
we afterwards learnt that they hafteaed to make their King acquainted with our arrival. 

♦ All navigators (peak of the large ears of newly difeovered people. In other parts the author relates 
on this fubjedi matters which are fabulous. 

f After the Monguls had made tht iTM^lvea mailers of India thcfe countries were inhabited by two 
different nations, that is to fay, Moors an^l the indigenous race, which latter our author denominates 
fomctimcB Caffres and fometimes Gentiles. I'he Moors obtained this name from their being Mahometans 
like the Moors of Spain. The tw'o nations continue mingled in moll of the illands, in many itiflances 
fubjedl to Euioptans; but the Gentiles daily dccreafe in population and power, and now inhabit little 
clfe than the mountains. (Sonnerat, Voyage aux Indcs, tome i. p. 35.) The Moors have equally over- 
powered and leffened the number of the natives in the centre of Africa. (Mungo Park, Travels in 
Africa*) 

J The Taprobana of the ancients is the ifland of Ceylon, and not Sumatra. 

f From the Philippines to Malacca llie Malay tongue is univerfally fpoken. It is therefore by no 
means aftonilhing an inhabitant of Sumatra (hould be undcrltood in the Philippine Iflands. 
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Two hours after we faw two balanghais proceeding towards us (for thus do they 
call their large boats), which were full of people. The King was in the langeft, under 
a fort of canopy formed of matting. When the King came near enough to our 
velfel the Have of the captain fpoke to him, and was underftood, for the raonarebs 
of thefe iflands fpeak feveral languages. He ordered fome of the men who accom- 
panied him to go on board the fliip, but himfelf remained in his balanghay ; and as 
ibon as his people returned he took his departure. 

The captain gave a very kind reception to tliofe who came on board, and made them 
prefents. The King, informed of this, was defirous before he parted of prefenting 
the captain in return with an ingot of gold and a ba{l<et full of ginger; but Ue refufed 
the prefent, exprefling thanks for his civility. Towards the evening the fquadron 
anchored near the King’s houfe. 

The next day the captain fent the flave on fliore, who ferved him as an interpreter, 
to tell the King if he would furaifh us with provifions we would pay him liberally ; 
aflTuring him at the fame time that we had not come with any hoftile intention againft 
him, but as friends. Upon this the King himfelf came on board in our boat, with fix or 
eight of his chief lubjcQs. He embraced our captain, and prefented him with three yafes 
of porcelain full of rice, and covered with leaves, two pretty large dorados, and forae 
other articles. The captain in turn offered him a robe a la rurque, made of red and 
yellow cloth, and a fine red cap. He alfo made feveral prefents to the people who 
accompanied him : to fome he gave mirrors, and to others knives. At length he 
caufed breakfafl: to bo ferved up, and direded the flave who atfed as interpreter to tell 
the King he wifhed to live with him on brotherly terras, which feemed to afford him 
great pleafurc. 

He afterwards fpread out cloths of different colours before the King, linens, coral *, 
and other merchandize. He likcwife fliewed him all our fire-arms, and the great guns ; 
and even caufed feveral to bo fired, the report of which created great coniternation in 
the inhabitants. He caufed one of us to be completely clothed in armour, and direfled 
three men to cut at him with fwords, and ffrive to flab him, in order to foow the King 
that nothing could afted a man armed after this fafliion ; rliis occafioned him great 
furprize, and turning towards the interpreter he obferved that a man fo guarded 
would be able to fight with a hundred : “ Yes,” replied the interpreter, in the name 
of the captain ; “ and each of the three veflels has two hundred men armed in the 
fame manner.” He was afterwards allowed to examine feparaiely each diftinef piece- 
of armour, and all our arms ; and the men went through the dift'erciit cjicrcifes with 
them before him. 

After this the captain conJuded him to the hind-caftle, or poop, and caufing the 
chart and a compafs to be brought forward, he explained to him, through the 
interpreter, by what means he had difeovered tlie ffrait which led to the fea in which 
we were, and how many moons he had paffed at fea without fight of land. 

The King, aftonifhed at all he had fecii and heard, took leave of the captain, befeech- 
ing him in return to fend two of his people to view the curiofities of his country. For 
this purpofe the captain deputed me and another to accompany him on fliore. 

As foon as we landed the King raifed his hands up to heaven, and afterwards turned 
towards us ; we, as well as all who accompanied us, then did the fame. The King 
then took me by the hand, and one of his chief people did the fame with my comrade, 

* Ramufio fays knives (coltelli), which appears more likely; but our taanufeript fays corall, and we 
know that navigators have oftcutimes earned on a profitable tramc in coral. 
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in which manner we repaired to a fort of ftied formed of reeds, under which was a 
balanghay about fifty feet long refembling a galley. We feated ourfelves on the poop, 
and endeavoured by geftures to render ourfelves underftood, as we had no interpreter 
with us, Thofe in the fuite of the King encircled him round, ftanding, and armed wth 
fpears and bucklers. 

They now ferved up a dilh of pork, with a large pitcher of wine. At every mouth- 
ful of meat we took a fpoonful of winej and when we did not wholly empty the fpoon, 
which feldom was the cafe, the refid ue was poured into another pitcher. The fpoon 
from which the King drank was always covered, and no one but himfelf was fuffered 
to touch k. Previous to drinking, the King conftantly raifed his hands to heaven be- 
fore he took the fpoon, afterwards turning them towards us ; and on taking it with 
the right hand, extended his left clofed towards me, in fuch a manner that, on his firfl: 
tifing this ceremony, I thought he was about to give me a blow with his fid ; in this 
attitude he remained the wdiolc time he w-as drinking ; perceiving that all the others 
imitated him in this I did the fame. In this manner we finilhed our repaft, and I was 
unable to difpenfe with eating meat not with ftanding it happened to be on a Good- 
Friday. 

Before fupper I prefented feveral articles to the King, which I had brought with me 
for the purpofe ; and at the fame time enquired of him the names of feveral things in 
his language, which he was furprized to fee me write down. 

For fupper two large diflies of porcelain were fet before us, one containing rice, the 
other pork in the liquor in which it was boiled. At fupper the fame ceremony was 
obferved as at the collation. After fupper we repaired to the King’s palace, which 
refembled in form a hay-ftack. It was covered with the leaves of the bananier, and 
was fupported at fome height in the air by four large polls. So that we were obliged 
to ufe a ladder on afeending to it. 

When we had entered the palace the King caufed us to be feated on mats of reeds, 
with our legs acrofs like tailors. Half an hour afterwards a difti of broiled filh was 
brought in cut in flices, fome ginger frelh gathered, and wine. The King's eldeft fon 
now coming in, he was directed to feat himfelf befide us. Two other diflies were then 
ferved up, one of boiled fifli fwimming in its liquor, the other of rice, that we might 
eat with the heir apparent. My companion drank to cxccfs, and was intoxicated. 

Their candles are made of a kind of gum which they call anirnc, and which is 
enveloped in the leaves of the palm or fig-tree. . 

The King, after fignifying he was about to retire to reft, went away and Ieft%s with 
his fon, with whom we flept on a matting of reeds, our heads being fupported on 
pillows of leaves. 

The next day the King came to ft'e me in the morning, and taking me by the hand 
led me to the fpot where we flipped ihe preceding evening, that we might breakfaft 
there together ; but as our boat bad come for us, 1 cxcufed myfelf, and departed with 
my companion. The King was extremely good humoured j he kifted our hands, and 
we kifled his in turn. 

His brother, who was King of another ifland t, accompanied us, together with thi«e 

• Ratlitr a re fin. 

+ We Diall prci'ently fee tliat the Kings in queftion ruled over two countries on the ^aftern coaft of 
Mindanao^ one of which was called Butuan, the other Calayan. I’be f.rft has Tctained its name, the 
fccond Is now called Caragua. The King of Butuan was at the fame time King of Maffana, or Maz^ana^ 
^rpl^bly the Limaffava of Bdlin. 

other 
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other perfons. The captain-general retained him to dinner, and made him a prefent 
of feveral trifles. 

The King who actonipanicd us informed us that gold was found in his ifland in 
lumps as large as a walnut, and even as an egg, mingled with earth ; that they ufed a 
fieve for lifting it ; and that all his veflels, and even many of the ornaments of his 
houfe, were of this metal *. He was handfomely drcll in the fafhion of his country, 
and was the finell man we faw among thefe people. His black hair fell down over 
his Ihoulders : his head was covered with a filken veil, and in his ears were two gold 
rings. From the waift to the knees he wore a tunic of cotton cloth embroidered with 
filk ; at his fide was a fpecies of fword or dagger with a long golden hilt, and a 
wooden fcabbard of exquifite workmanfliip. On each of his teeth were three golden 
dotst' fo placed one would have thought his teeth had been faftened with this metal. 
He was perfumed with ftorax and gum benjamin. His fkin was painted, but its ground 
colour was an olive. He refides generally in an ifland, in which arc the two countries 
of Butuan and Calagan J ; but when the two Kings wifli fo hold a conference they 
repair to the ifland Mafl'ana, at which wc then wore. The firll King is denominated 
Rajah Colambu, the other Rajah Siagu. 

On Piafter day, whit*Ii fell on the lafl; day in March, tlie captain-general early in 
the morning fent our almoner on fliore with I'omc; f.ulors to make preparations for 
faying mafs ; and at the fiuiie time lie fent a meffage by the interpreter to the King, to 
inform him that wc Ihould land on his ifland, not to dine with him, but to perform a 
religious ceremony : the King approved our intention, and at the time of fignifying his 
pleafurc fent us two hogs juft killed. 

We landed, fifty in number, not completely armed, but at the fame time armed 
and drclt in the belt manner pofllble : at the inftant our boats touched the fliore fix 
guns were fired as a falute. We jumped on Ihore, where the two Kings, who had 
comedown to meet us at the water- fide embraced our captain, and placed him between 
them. We proceeded thus in an orderly manner to the fpot where mafs was to be 
faid, which was but a fliort diftance from the lea. 

Before mafs was faid the captain fprinkled the two Kings with fweet feented water. 
At the period of the oblation they kifl'ed the crofs as we did, but made no offering. 
On the elevation of the hoft they adored the cucharill with joined hands, imitating us 
in all we did. At this inftant, upon fignal given, a general difeharge of artillery was 
fired from the ihips. After mafs fome of us received the communion ; wliich efTeftcd, 
the caiil^ exhibited a dance with fwords, with which the two Kings feemed much 
delightM. 

After this he caufed a large crofs to be brought, garnifhed with nails and a crown 
wf thorns, before which we proftrated ourfelves ; and in this adion were again imitated 

• Sonnerat (tome ii, p. 117.) likewife fpcaks of Mindanao as an ifland abounding in gold. On this 
account the Philippines have been tliought to be the Ophir of Solomon. 

_ f Fabre and Rarauflo fay that on every finger they wore tlircc golden rings; but our mannfeript dif- 
tlnnly fays, ‘‘ in cgni dente haveva tre machie d’oro, cbe parevano fofleno legati con oro.” This will 
appear the Icfs extraordinaiy, when it is known that in Macaflar, an ifland but little diilant from the 
Philippines, fame of the inhabitants have their teeth drawn in order to have golden teeth inferted in their 
Head. (Hift. Gen. des Voyages tom. XV. p. 97.) Amorbtti. And ftill the lefs extraordinary will it 
appear by reference to the voyage of difeovery in the Aiiliral Seas by Peron, a work which makes part 
of this Colledion of Voyages. In Book VIII. mention is made of fmall plates of filver Iteing faftened, 
by a maftic fo as to be immoveable, to the front teeth of fomc of the itihabitanu of Timor. (Voy. de 

Dec. BUZ 'IWaAaft. tome i. p, 161.) Eno. Tit. 

That ia'to fay, Mindanao. 
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by the iflanders. The captain then told the two Kings, by means of the interpreter, 
that this crofs was the ftandard confided to him by the Empero| his mailer, to plant 
wherever he landed; and that in confequence he Ihould erefl: it on the ifland, to which 
this fymbol would moreover be aufpicious ; as all European fhips which in future 
Ihould vifit it would know, on feeing the crofs, that we had been received as friends, 
and would refrain from any violence to the perfons or property of their fubjeds ; 
and Ihould any be taken prifoners, they would only have to make the fign of it to 
regain their liberty. He added that this crofs Ihould be placed on the molt lofty fpot 
in the neighbourhood, fo that every one might fee it, and that every morning it was to 
be worlhipped. To this he added further, that by Ibllowing fuch advice neither llorms 
or thunder would hereafter do them injury. The Kings, who gave implicit faith to 
all the captaiit faid, thanked him, and aifured him by means of the interpreter that they 
were perfedly fatisfied, and would with plcafure do as he defired. 

He enquired what their religion, and whi'tlur they were Moors (Mahometans) or 
Gentiles (P.ngans) ? 'J hey replied that they adored no tcrreftrial objeft, but, raifing 
their hands towards heaven, one Supreme Being only, whom they called Abba * ; which 
afforded much pleafure to our captain. Th.e Rajah Colambu then, raifing his hands 
to heaven, expreffed his defire of (hewing him Ionic marks df his friendllup. The 
interpreter having inquired of him wherefore provifions were ft) fcarce, he anfwered 
that it was owing to that iHand not being the place of their refidence, but only a fpot 
to which he cafually re*forted for hunting, or to hold intercourle with his brother ; and 
that he generally dwelt on another ifland where his family then was. 

The captain told the King that if he had any enemies he would willingly combine 
with him to combat them with all his veffels and warriors. The King anlwered that 
he was indeed at war with the inhabitants of two iflands ; but that the prefeiit was not 
a fit time to attack them, and returned him thanks. In the afternoon we determined 
on erefling the crofs on the fummit of a mountain, and the feftival terminated with a 
difeharge of mufquctry, our men being formed into battalions; alter this the King and 
the captain embraced, and we returned to our lliips. 

Dinner ended, we all landed, drefi merely in our jackets; and, accompanied by the two 
Kings we afeended the higheft mountain in the neighbourhood and there planted the 
crols. In the interim the captain expatiated on the advantages which would accrue 
from it to the inhabitants. We all adored the crofs, and the Kings did the fame. As 
we came down the mountain we traverfed fonie fields in culture, and prot^ded to 
the fpot w)iere the balanghay was, to which the Kings ordered refrelhraeqj| to be 
brought. 

The captain-general had previoufly inquired which was the beft ports in the neigh- 
bourhood for obtaining provifions and for traffic, and learned there were three ; to 
wit, Ceylon, Zubu, and Calagan t ; but that the beft of thele was Zubu ; and as 
he refolvcd on failing thither, they oflered him pilots for the purpofe. '1 he ceremony 
of adoring the crofs being ended, the captain fixed upon the next day for our de- 
parture, and offered to leave an hoftage with the Kings to anfwer for the fafe return 
of the pilots, which they accepted. 

In the morning, when on the point of heaving anchor. King Colambu caufed to be 
intimated to us that he would willingly himfelf ferve us as a pilot, but that he was obliged 

• In Htbrew nr.d in Arabic Abba is father. 

•f Ceylon is ttic ifbiiitl Leyte, which Pigafetta has divided in twain, giving to the northern part the 
detiotnination Bay bay, wbieh is the name ot a port. Calagan is Catagua in the ifland Mindanao; and 
Zobu is the ifland Sebu of which copious mention will be made. 

to 
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to defer his departure for fome days in order to gather the harveft of rice and other 
produce of the earth : he at the fame time entreated the captain to lend him part of 
the crew in order to haften the conclufion of the harveft. The captain accordingly 
fent him fome men ; but theTCings had eaten and drunk fo much thie day before, that 
whether their health fuffered in confequence, whether they had not yet recovered from 
inebriety, they were unable to give any direftions, and our men were confequently 
idle. The two fucceeding days they worked very hard, and completed what they had 
to do. 

We pafted feven days on this ifland ; in the courfe of which we had full opportunity 
of noticing the manners and cuftoms of the people. The men go nakvd, merely 
covering their privities with a piece of cloth, and their bodies are painted. The 
women wear a petticoat made of the rind of a tree which defcends from their waift 
downwards. Their hair is black, and fometimes fo long as to reach to the ground. 
Their ears are bored, and adorniKl with rings and pendants of gold. They are great 
drinkers ; and are conftantly chewing a fruit called areca *, which refembles a pear : 
they cut it in quarters, and fold it in the loaves of the fame tree called betref, which 
refcmble thofe of the mulberry, and mix with it a portion of lime : after well chewing 
it, they fpit out the niafticated fruit, &c. and their mouth is deeply reddened with the 
juice. 'I'herc are none of thefe ifl:mdcrs but chew this fruit of the betre, which, as 
they pretend, ferves to enliven them ; I am even alTured that were they to abftain from 
this praftice they would die. 'I’he animals of this illand are dogs, cats, hogs, goats, 
and fowls ; and of edible vegetables arc found rice, millet, panicle, maize, cocoa-nuts, 
oranges, lemons, bananas, and ginger. Wax alfo is found on the ifland. 

Gold abounds, as is evident from two fafts to which I was witnefs. A man brought 
us a large bowl of rice and figs for which in exchange he demanded a knife. The cap- 
tain in lieu of a knife, oft'ered him fome pieces of money, and among others a doubloon 
but he refufed the money and preferred the knife. Another offered a large inget 
of maffivc gold for fix firings of glafs beads ; but the captain forbade the baigain, left 
the iflanders fliould tlieiice comprehend that we placed a higher value on gold than on. 
glafs and other merchandize. 

The ifland Maffana lies in latitude nine degrees forty minutes north, and in longitude 
one hundred and fixty-two degrees well of the line of demarcation. It is twenty-five 
leagues diftant from the ifland Humunu J. 

We/ailed from this ifland on the 5th April 1521, and fleered foufh eaft, threading 
betw^ five iflands called Ceylon, Bohol, Canigau, Baybay, and Gatiga* §. In this 
laft wc faw bats as large as eagles. One of them we killed and ate, and found it 
much refembled a fowl in" talte ||. Here alfo are pigeons, doves, parrots, and other 
birds, black and as large as fowls, which lay eggsoaqiil in lize to thofe of the duck, and 
an excellent food. We were told that the female lays her eggs in the find, and that 

• The pra&ice of chewing areca ^arcca cateclui, Llnii.^ foKhd In leaves of betel ftill fuhfifls, 

•f This is betel. The bciiclit derived from the ufe of belli with lime, in countries lituatc between the 
tropics, where the warmth and nioillurr ot the atmofpheie t' nd fo much to dehili.atc the human frame, 
is noticed with much difeernment by M. Peron, (Voyage of Dilc. to the Aultral Regions, chap, viii. ; 
and chap. xx. feft. 7,) Eng. Tr, 

f LimaiTava is indeed in the latitude flated ; but in the longitude, as elfewhcre, the error is con- 
fidtrahle. 

^ Bohol retains its name. Cahdigan and Gatigan are found in old charts, and efptcially in chart xviil. 
of Uibmo Monti. Beilin places thefe iflands in his map, but without names. 

II Vcfpertillio Vampyrus. Linn. 
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they are hatched by the heat of the fun. From MalTatu to Gatigan the di/lance ia 
twenty leagues. i 

On leaving Gatigan we fleered weftward, and, as the King of Maflana was unable 
to keep pace with us in his pirogue, we waited for him hear three iflands called Polo^ 
Ticobon, and Pozon * : when he had overtaken us we caufed him, with fome of his 
attendants, to come on board our vpflel, which greatly pleafed him ; finally we arrived 
at the iiland Zubu. From Gatigan’ to Zubu, the diftance is fifteen leagues. 

On Sunday, yth April, we entered the port of Zubu. We pafled by feveral villages, 
in which we faw houi’es built upon trees. When near the town the captain ordered 
all our ccjours to be hoifted, and all our fails to be taken in; and a general falute was 
fired, which caufed great alarm among the iflanders. 

The captain then fent one of his pupils, with the interpreter, as ambalfador to the 
Xing of Zubu. On arriving at the town they found the King furrounded by an im- 
menfe concourfe of people alarmed at the noife oevafioned by the dil’charge of our 
bombards, 'i he interpreter began w'ith removing the apprehenfion of the monarch, 
informing him that this was a cuftom with us, and meant as a mark of refpeil towards 
him, and as a token of friendfhip and peace. Upon this affurance the fears of all 
were difiipated. 

The King enquired by his minifter what brought us to his ifland, and what we 
wanted. The interpreter anfwcrcd that his matter who commanded the fquadron was 
a captain in the fervice of the greatett monarch upon earth, and that the objeft of his 
voyage was to proceed to Malucho ; but that the King of Mattana. at whole ifland we 
had touched, having fpoken very highly of him, he had come hither to pay him 
his refpefts, and at the fame time to take in provifions and give merchandize in 
exchange. 

The King replied he was welcome, but at the fame time he advifed him that all 
velTels which might enter his port in view of trading were fubjedl previoufly to pay 
duties ; in proof of the truth of which he added, that four days had not yet elapfed 
fince his having received port dues for a junk t front Ciam, which had come thither 
to take in flaves and gold ; he moreover fent for a Mooritti merchant, who came from 
Ciam with the fame view, to bear witnefs to what he ftated. 

The interpreter anfwercd, that his matter being the captain of fo great a king could 
not confent to pay duty to any monarch upon earth ; that if the King of Zubu wiflied 
for peace, he brought peace with him ; but if he wiflicd to be hoftile, he was prepared 
for war. The merchant from Ciam then approaching the King, faid to him in his 
own language, “ Cata rajah chita that is to fay, “ Take care. Sire, of that. Thefe 
people,” added he, for he thought us Portuguefe, “ are thofe who conquered Calicut, 
Malacca, and all Upper India.” The interpreter, who comprehended what the Moor 
faid, then remarked that his monarch was one vaftly more powerful than the King of 
Portugal, to whom the Ciamefe alluded, as well by fea as by land ; that it was the King 
of Spain, the Emperor of the whole Chriftian world ; and that if he had preferred to 
have him for an enemy rather than a friend he would have fent a fufficient number of 
men and veffels entirely to deftroy his ifland. The Moor confirmed what the inter- 
preter laid. The King then, finding hirafelf embarraffed, faid he would advife with 
his minifters, and return an anfwer the next day. In the mean time he ordered a 

* Polfl::and Poxon, iflands which, as well as the others, are feen in the charts of Monti and Ramufio ; 
but aW there placfli too far afunder. 

f A juiJ; is a large vtflel, of which elfewhere Pigafetta gives a defeription. 

8 breakfaft, 
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breakfaftj coflfifling of feveral didieS) to be fet before the deputy of the captain-general 
and the interpreter, iall the diihes confifting of meat ferved up in porcelain. 

After breakfaft our deputies returned, and reported what had taken* place. The 
King of MafTana, who next to that of Zubu was the moft powerful monarch of thefe 
iflands, went on ihore to announce to the King the friendly intentions of our captain- 
general with refpedb to him. 

The next day the fecretary of our (hip and the interpreter went to Zubu. TTie 
King advanced to meet them, accompanied by his chiefs, and after cauHng them to be 
feated before him, told them that, convinctd from what he had heard, he not only 
defifted from exacting any dues, but was ready himfelf to become tributary tg the Em- 
peror. They then anfwered that they exaftcd no other conceflion on his part than 
that of an exclufive commerce with the ifland. To this the King agreed, and charged 
them to alTure the captain that if he truly wiflied to be efteemed his friend he had only 
to draw feme little blood from his right arm and fend it him, and he would do the 
fame, which on either fide would be a compaft of true and fubftantial friendlhip. 
The interpreter anfwered for this being effetled *. 'I'he King then added, that all 
friendly captains who vifited his port made prefents to him, and received others in 
return ; and that he left to the captain the choice of being the fir/1: to make or receive 
them. On this obfervation the captain remarked, that as he feemed to lay fuch ftrefs 
on this ufage, he had only to fet the example, which he confented to do. 

Tuefday, in the morning, the King of Mafl'ana came on board our veflel, in company 
with the Moori/li merchant, and after faluting the captain on the part of the King of 
Zubu, told him he was authorized to communicate that the King was bufied in col- 
lecting all the provifinns he could to make a prefent of them to him, and that in the 
afternoon he would fend his nephew with fonie of his minifters to confirm a treaty of 
peace. The captain thanked the deputation, and at the fame time exhibited to them 
a man armed cap-a-pic, obferving, in cafe of a neceility to fight, we /hould all of us be 
armed in the fame manner. "J"he Moor was terribly frightened at fight of a man 
armed in this manner ; but the captain tranquillized him with the aflurance that our 
arms were as advantageous to our friends as fatal to our enemies ; and that we 
were able as readily to dilpcr/c all the enemies of our fovereign and our iaith as to 
wipe the fweat from our brows, 'i'he captain made ufe of this lofty and threatening 
tone purpofely that the Moor might make report of it to the King. 

As promifed, the prefumptive heir to the throne came on board us in the afternoon, » 
with the King of Malfaua, the Moor, the governor or mini/ler, the provo/Vrnajor, and 
eight chiefs of the ifland, to eftablilh a treaty of peace. The captain received theni’ 
with great ftate : he was feated in a chair covered with red velvet, and other chairs 
covered in the fame manner wore afiigned to the King of Mafl'ana and the Prince ; the 
chiefs were /bated on chairs covered with leather, and the reft of the party on mats. 

The captain inquired by means of the interpreter, if it was ufual with them to form 
treaties in public, and if the Prince and the King of Mafl'ana were duly authorized to 
conclude a treaty with him. The anfwer was, that they were duly authorized, and 
that the conditions might be publicly difculTed. The captain then made them fenfible 
of all the advantages to be derived from this alliance, called on the God of Heaven to 
witnefs it, and added many other things which infpired them with love and veneration 

• Thi* praAice ia not peculiar to the ifland of Zubu or the Philippines ; it hsis recently been noticed 
to prevail m Timor, and even in Madagafcar. See Peron's Voyage to the Southern Regions, book viii. in 
this CollcAion. 

for* 
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fo;r our religion. He enquired if the Kmg had any male children, ^d learnt thftt he 
had none but females, the eldeft of whom was thq wife of his hej^ew, who then was 
his ambafiador/and who, in virtue of this marriage, vras regarded as the hereditary 
prince. On fpeaking to them of the courfe of fucceffion, we learnt that when parents 
attain a certain age they are iio longer held in efteem, and that th^r authority then 
devolves to their Tons. Our captain was much difpleafed at hearing of this ufage, 
which he ftrongly condemned, feeing the Almighty who created heaven and earth, as 
he obferved, has ftriftly commanded children to honour their parents, and threatened 
with eternal fire thofe who fhould trangrefs this commandment ; and to make them 
the better, apprehend the force of this divine precept, he told them that we were all 
alike fub]e£l to the fame divine laws, as we were all alike defcended from Adam and 
Eve. He added other obfervations from holy writ, which* afforded much pleafure to 
thefe iflanders, and infpired them with defire of being inffrufted in our religion ; fo 
rnuch fo indeed that they bcfought the captain to lea,ye with them, at their departure, 
one or two men capable of teaching them, who would not fail of being , held in great 
honour. But the captain informed them that the moll effential thing was that they 
fhould be baptifed, which could be eft'efted before he Ihould quit the country ; that he 
could not on this occafion Icayc any of his people behind him* ; but that he would 
return on a future day, and bring with him priefts and monks to inftrufl them in all 
things belonging to our holy religion. 

At this they expreffed their fatisfadlion, and added that they themfelves would be 
glad to receive baptifm ; but that beforehand they wilhed to confult their monarch on 
this fubjefl. The captain then admoniflied them by no means to be baptifed through 
any dread with which we might have infpired them, nor through any expectation of 
temporal advantage ; for it was not his intention to moled any one on account of his 
preferring the religion of his fathers : he did not, however, difguife that thofe who 
Ihould become Chridians would be more beloved and better dealt with. Every one 
upon this exclaimed that it was neither out of dread of nor complaifance towards us, 
that they fought to embrace our religion, but from a fpontaneous emotion, and of their 
own will. 

The captain then promifed them, in confonance to orders he had received from 
his fovereign, to leave with them arms and a complete fet of armour ; but he told them 
at the fame time that it was requifite their wives (hould likewife be baptifed, as other- 
wife they mud be divorced from and hold no communication with them if they would 
efcape fin. ,Ecaming that they pretended to be tormented by frequent apparitions of 
the devil*, he alTured them that if they became Chridians the devil’ would not after- 
wards dare to appear before them, but at the hour of death. Thefe iflanders, much 
affeCted and firmly perfuaded of the truth of all they heard, anfwered, that they placed 
full reliance in him : on this the captain, weeping for joy, embraced them all. 

He then took hold of the hand of the Prince and that of the King of Maflkna, and 
faid that by the trud he had in God, by his allegiance to his fovereign the Emperor, 
and by the drefs he wore f, he now edabliflied and vowed perpetual peace between 
the King of Spain and King of Zubu. The two ambaffadors made a fimilar pro- 
felfion. 


*. Noort (Hift. Gen. des Voyages, tome xv. p. aa*.) fpeak of the dread entertained by 

tljc inhabitants of the Philippine Iflands of apparitions of the devil. 

f J^obabljT it was the upper drefs of the order of 8l. lago della Spadai of which he was a com- 
noander. 


After 
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up. ThetuMii thell Rented to the 
ciiiptalb, on^ the pai%0f the King of ^^ubui^ lai^ baikets lull of gotus, aiod 

fowle, makinig excufes at the fame time for (he ui)futtableheii& of (liiS^reii^ tb the 
d^nftyjof lb greht a oetfonage. ' 

llie captaio-gmieral in return' jM^eated to the Prmce a very fine piece of white 
woollen cloth, a red cap, fome firings of glafs beads, and a glafs goblet gilt, glhls b«ng 
in high re^ieft among thefe people. He made no prefent to the King of Mafiana, 
as he had juft previoufly given him a Cambayan veil and feveral other things. He 
made prefents at the lame time to all the fuite' of the embalfy. 

After the illanders had left us, the captain fent me on Ihore, in company wirfi another 
perfon, to carry the prefent defigned for the King, which confifted of a veil of yellow 
and violet coloured filk, made after the Turkilh fafhion, a red cap, and fome 
firings <rf cryftal beads in a filver diih ; with two gilt glaffes, which we carried in 
•our hands. • 

On reaching the town we found the King in his palace furrounded by a large con- 
courfe of people. He was feated on the ground on a mat of palm. He was naked, 
a girdle excepted which he wore about his loins, and which ferved to hide his fexual 
parts ; around his head he wore a veil embroidered with the needle, on his neck a 
collar of great value, and in his ears two gold rings of great fize fet with precious 
ftones. He was fmall in' ftature, plump, and painted with different figures burnt into 
the (kin *. Before him on another mat, in two vafes of porcelain, were fome turtles' 
eggs, of which he was eating, and near them four pitchers of palm wine covered with 
odoriferouskherbs. In each of thefe pitchers was a hollow reed, by means of which 
he drank f. 

After falutation on our part, the interpreter informed the King that the captain 
returned thanks for the prefent made him, and on his part had fent him certain articles, 
not as a compenfation, but as teliimonials of the fincere friendfhip he had lately con- 
trafted. After this preface we clothed him in the veil we brought, put the cap on his 
head, and proffered the other prefents. Before I gave him the glafs goblets, I kiffed 
and ra.fed them above my head ; the King on receiving them did the fame. He then 
made us part^e of his eggs, and drink of his wine through the reeds he ufed himfelt. 
While we were regaling, thofe who had come from the Ihip related to him what the 
captain had laid rclpeding peace, and the manner in which he had exhorted them to em- 
brace Chriftianity. 

I’he King wifhed us to flay and fup with him, but we excufed ourfclvts and took 
oyr leave. The Prince, his fon-in-law, condufted us to his own houfc, wheri- we found 
four girls playing on mufic after their manner : one was beating a drum fimilar to our 
own, but placed on the ground | ; another had two kettle drums befide her, and ip 
each hand a fmall drum flick, the end of it armed with cloth made of the palm* v^ith 
which fhe ftruck firftone and then the other; the third was beating in the fame 
manner a large kettle.dfum ; and the fourth held in her hands two fmall ^ytp^als, 
which fbe alternately firuck one againft the other and which rendered an ej^trWiely 

Ik 

♦ At prefent the favnges no longer ufe fire for tattooing themfelrei, but either make incifions into 
which they iiifaie colouring liquids, or apply caudic juicea to the ikin for the purpfifi; * 

f The praAice of drawing up their drink through reed* waa remarked hsunfr thefe pe«p |. |,y 
Noort* ^ ^ ' I ^ ^ * 

t Even now ill the ifhtids of tU SootL Sea drutoa und cfmbale mt thb cltcflottromcnu of mufic ia 
iife with the Inhabitants* 
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plpafinc found. They all of them kept fpck Uent d|^t,we, coocrfvpdjboiji to 
poflefa great knowledge of muac.' ' The ketttei'(mtn», ihe!tal' 6 r' 

are made in the country of the Sign’ Msi^no *, and feitye tM p^wle of that dOuntry 
in lieu of bells } they are called agon f. Thefe iflanders nkeww play on' a kind of 
violin, the firings of which are of copper, • * 

Thefe girls were very pretty, and almofl; as f^r as Europisajjis f .aittd akhough^t^^ 
were adOlt, thdy neverthelefs were naked : part of them however rad a |pi^e;,pf dldth,. 
made of the inner bark of a tree, faftened round their waills, Whic^ del^d^d as low 
as the knees ; but nothing veiled from the eye any part of the body of the riefidde^ 
The hole Jn -tiheir ears was very large, and was furnifhed'with a wooden ridB to keep- 
it extended and preferve it of a round figure J. Their hair was black and long, and 
thdr head was encircled by a fmall veil. They never wear fhoes nor any covering 
wht^evtt for the legs and feet. We partook of a collation with the Prince, and. after- 
wards returned to our fhips. 

One of our people dying in courfe of the night, I returned to the Kii^ on \Ved- 
nefday morning, 10th April, accompanied by the interpreter, to beg permiffi^ of him 
to inter the corpfe, and to requeft he would point out to us fome fpot for the purpofe. 
The King, who was encircled by a number of people, replied, ‘that as the captain was 
at liberty to difpofeof himfelfand all his fubjeds, he might with full propriety do what 
he pleafed with their lands. I added that, before we could bury the defund, it would 
be neceffary we fhould confecrate the ground, and ered a crofs there. The King not 
only gave his approbation to this meafure, but flated that, as well as we did, he would 
adore the crofs. 

We confecrated, as well as wc were able, the whole ground in the towa fet apart 
•for fepultu^e of the dead, according to the rites of the church, that we roigl^t infpire 
the Indians with a good opinion of us, and here we interred the dead body. The fame 
evening we again buried another. 

Pbiving this day landed a quantity of our merchandize, we placed them in a houfe 
affigned for the purpofe by the King, which he took under his protedion, as well as 
fouY'men which the captain left in it for the purpofe of trading by wholefale. Thefe 
people, who are great lovers of jufticc, have their weights and mcafures. Their 
fcaies are made of a beam of wood fupported in the middle by a cord. At one end is 
the fcale to receive the things to be weighed, on the other a leaden weight equivalent 
to that of the fcale, to which the different weights arc fufpended. They have likewife 
their meafupes of length and capacity. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands are addided to plcafure and idlenefs. , We have 
already remarked the manner in ivhich the girls play on the gongs : they have alfo a 
fpedes of bag-pipe which much refembles ours, and which they , call fubin. 

Their, houles are conllrudc.d with beams, planks, and reeds, and are like ours divided 
into apartments. They are raifed on polls ; fo that beneath them there is' ^ empty 

* Tbe Sinus Magnus of Ptokmy^ which is the Gulf of China. 

t The gong is a Chintfc tnftrument, which is gently ftruck at firfl: to excite a wei|k vibratronof the 
of which it is compofedi and afterwards gradually harder^ till the vibration increafing becomes ^accedbl;!/ 
fonorous, the found being continuah aa before it dies away a frefli and hard blow renews ’’the vibratory 
ipptton of ihc metal. The Oiape of the gong is that of a frying pan,* but with the circunaference greater 
at., the bottom which ^ruck than at the nether edge of the rhn* It is made of a mixture of copper and 
tutenife -Eng. Tr, |{ ‘ 

jJ^k ^Second Voyage, hook u.) explains the mode, by means of eMic rirtgs made of tic leavea 
of Ktdsj which the holes at the end of the egrs are enlarged. ^ ^ 
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{jf/tlbSt «ii#!iicti fj^^vtes !)» a faroi and “llte^lceep thw bogej gpats, 

aod fii?\*l8^. i , V 

‘ We wei^-told that in tbefe feas ace bird? of a black coloui*, rfefembliiig trtic ctows, 
Whicbi when the whale appears on the furface of the water, watch the moment, it opens 
its mouth to fly into it, and thence proceed direffly to pluck out its heart, which they 
carry away with them to fomeyother fpot to feed upom The only proof they have how- 
ever of this faQ: is their having feen this black bird feeding on the heart of^ the whale, 
and th«r finding the whale dead and with(^t a heart. They add that this bird is 
called lagan i that it has a dentated beak, and a black Ikin ; but that Us ficlh is white 
and fit to eat • . . * 

On Friday we opened our warehoufe, and exhibited our different merchandize, 
which excited much admiration among the iflanders. For brafs, iron, and other weighty 
articles, they gave us gold in exchange : our trinkets, and articles of a lighter kind, 
were bartered for rice, hogs, goats?, and other edibles. For fourteen pounds of iron 
we received ten pieces of gold, of the value of a ducat and a half. The captain-general 
forbade too great an anxiety for receiving gold ; without which order every failor 
would have parted with all he had to obtain this metal, which would have ruined our 
commerce for ever. 

The King having promifed our captain to embrace the Chriftian faith, Sunday the 
14th of April was fixed upon for the ceremony. With this intent a fcaffold was 
raifed, in the place we had tilrcadjr confecrated, which was covered with tapeftry and 
branches of palm. About forty or us landed, cxclufive of twtt nun armed cap-a pie, 
who preceded the royal ftandard. At the inftant of our landing the velTels fired a 
general falute, which did not fail of alarming the iflanders. The captain and the King 
embraced. Wc afeended the fcaffold, on which were placed two chairs for them, 
covered with green and blue velvet. The chiefs of the ifland were feated on cufhions, 
and the reft of the aflemblage on mats. 

The captain then told the King that among the other advantages that would accrue 
to him from embracing the Chriftian faith would be that of his being ftrengthened, fo 
as with greater facility to overcome his enemies. The King anfwert’d, that without 
this conuderation he felt himfelf difpofed to become a Chriftian ; but that he certainly 
Ihould be much pleafed at being enabled to enforce refped from different chiefs of the 
ifland who refufed him homage, faying they were men as well as himfelf, and would 
not obey his mandates. The captain having fummoned them before him, gave them, 
through the interpreter, to underftand that, if they failed in obeying the Kang as their 
liege lord, he would caufe them all to be put to death, and give their pofl'^flions to 
the King. Upon this the intimidated chiefs univerfally promifed to acknowledge the 
King’s authority. , 

The captain furthermore promifed the King that, after he fliould have reWijed to 
Spain, he would come back to his country with forces far more confiderable, and that 
he would render him the moft powerful monarch in all thefe iflands ; a ^recompmee 
whuh he confidered due to him for being the firft who had embraced the Chriftian 
faith. The King, raifing his hands to heaven, returned him thanks, and earneftly 

* account rendered by Pigafetta of the houfea of the Indians of the Pligirome Iflands is given 

by De Ouigne in hie Voyage a Plfle de France et a Manille, tome iii. } a voyage wWiU makts a nSt of 
tltia CoileAion. Eng. Tr. 

t This is one of the tales of Pigafetta which he relates as it he credited. In favbwr of the relation 
heat* made to him mull be obferved, that many birds feed oo dead wtiales. A crow feen in the 
motklh of a dead whale by fomc of thefe illandsrs may pofSbIy have been the fiiil oiigin of this llory. 

X X 2 entreated 
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jN^fireated him to leave fomejdf his^ple behiiid»hiiat to hritimd 1^ m dib'teyftcdEE (# 
Ihe Chrifttan reiigbn ; which the captain promifei ^ would Bo, But on conaiti6n'‘tli4t 
tv^o of the fons of the chief men in the iflahd fhould be allblited to accompany him to 
Spain, where they fhould be taught the Sp^ifh language, in ordw tf»t on their mura 
they might give account of all they might fee and near. ' 

After erefting a large crofs in the middle of the place, a pibckmatioa was iffued 
ordering that all who were inclined to become Chriftians fhould deftroy their idols 
and fobititute the crofs in their (lead. The captain then taking the King by the hand, 
conduced him to the platform, where he v^hs dreft entirely in white, and was baptifed^ 
together ivith the King of MalTana, the Prince his nephew, the Mooriih merchant, and 
others, in number five hundred. The King, who was* called Rajah Humabon, received 
the name of Charles, after the Emperor : the others received other names. Mafs was 
aft^^rtvards celebrated, after which the captain invited the King to dinner ; but his 
Majefty excufed himfelf, accompanying us however, to the boats which took us back 
to the fquadron, on which another general falute was fired. 

Soon as we had dined we went on (hore in great numbers, with our almoner, to 
baptife the queen and other women. We afcended the platform with them. I (hewed 
the . Queen a fmall image of the Virgin with the infant Jefus, wvth which (he was much 
affedled and delighted. She begged it of me to replace her idols, and with great wil- 
lingnefs I acceded to her requeft *. The Queen received the name of Jane, from the 
mother of the Emperor ; the Prince's fpoufe that of Catherine, and the Queen of 
Maffana that of Ifabel]^. On that day we baptifed altogether more than eight hun- 
dred perfons, men, women, and children. 

The Queen, a young and handfome woman, was completely dreft in black and 
white cloth } on her head (he wore a very large hat in the (hape of an umbrella, formed 
of the leaves of the palm-tree, and furmounted by a triple crown formed of fimilar 
leaves and refembling the papal tiara. This hat (he conftantly wears, never gomg 
abroad without it. Her mouth and nails were of a very lively r^. 

Towards evening the King and Queen came to the fea-(hore where we were, and 
Hftened with fatisfadion to the innogent node of our guns, a noife which before had 
oceafioned them fo much alarm. 

At this time all the inhabitants of Zubu and the neighbouring iflands were baptifed, 
thofe of one village in one of the iflands alone excepted, who refufed obedience to the 
injUndions of the King or our captain-general : after burning the village, a crofs was 
ereded on* the fpot, becaufe it was a village of idolaters ; if the inhabitants had been 
Moors, 1. e. Mahometans, a pillar of (lone would have been railed to mark the hard- 
nefs of their hearts. 

The captain-general landed every day to hear mafs, on which occafion many new 
Chriftians alfo attended, for whom he made a kind of catecbifra in which many points 
of our religion were explained. 

One day the Queen alfo came in (late to hear mafs. She was preceded by three 
young girls, with each one of her hats in their hands : (he was dreft in black and 
white, and with her head and (houlders covered by a large veil of filk ftriped with gold. 
Many women accompanied her, each wearing a '(mail veil furmounted by a hat j they 

riA Chance, or the care of fome inhabitant who looked upon it as an idol, oceafioned its prefemtian to 
th*f;»wr 1598, at which time the Spaniards, having returned with the miffiooaries, found and caufed great 
refpeA to-be (hown it ; on this occafion it was that they gave the name of Jefui to the town they built 

the tfiahd. (Hiftoire Gcnerale des Voyages, tome xv,.p. 35.), 
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were oAevwife t&ked, fare a fmall ginlle of palm cloth about thev middle : their hair 
huD]^ I00&. The Queen^ after bowing to the altar» feated heifelf on a culhion 
embroidered filk ; and the captain fprinkled her and her attendants with rofe water* 
a fcent in Which the women of this country much delight. 

That the King might obtain more refpefl: and be better obeyed, our captain«generaF 
caufed him to attend roafe one day dreft in filk, and ordered his two brothers to be 
conduced to the ceremony, one of whom was called Bondara, and was the father of 
the hereditary prince, the other Cadaro ; with thefe alfo were broughr thither federal 
.chiefs, whofe names were Simicut, Sibuaia, Sifacai *, Magalibe, &c. From thefe feve* 
rally he exafted on the altar an oath to obey the King j after which all of them kifl^ 
his hand. 

The captain next caufed the King of Zubii to fwear that he would continue fub- 
miffive and faithful to the King of Spain. After his having taken this oath, the captain- 
general drew his fword before th« image of Our Lady, and told the King that after a 
fimil-ir engagement, a man ought rather to die than fail in obfervance of it ; and that 
for his part he was ready to undergo a thoufand deaths rather than falfifyan oath thus 
fwom by the image of Our Lady, by the life of the Emperor his mailer, and by his 
own habit. He then made him a prefent of a velvet chair, recommending him to 
caufe it to be carried before him by one of his chiefs wherever he went, and inflrudr 
ing him how this was to’ be effefted. 

The King promlfed the captain to do exaclly as he was defired ; and to give him u 
frclh mark of his perfonal attachment to him, he caufed feme jewels to be worked, 
which he defigned as a prefent for him : thefe confided of two gold pendents for the 
cars, of pretty large fize, two bracelets of gold for the arms, and two others for the 
fmall of the leg, all of them ornamented with precious dones. Thefe rings are the 
chief ornaments of the Kings of thefe iflands, who condamly go naked and without 
any flioes or dockings, their only vedment being a bit of cloth which hang§ down firomi 
the waid to the knees. 

The taptain, who had direcled the King and the other newly made CHridians to< 
burn their idols, which they had promifed to do, feeing they not only continued tO' 
preferve them but made facrificcs to them of meat according: to cudom, complained^ 
loudly of and highly blamed this breach of promife. They did not deny the fafit.;. 
but fought to excufe themfelves by faying, it was not on their own account they mad^ 
thefe facrifices ; but for a fick perfon to whom they hoped the idols would redoi^‘ 
health. This fick man was the brother of the Prince, who was looked^upon as the 
wifed and mod valiant perfonage in the ifland ; and his illnefs had attained fuch % 
height that four days had already elapfed fince he had 1 >d his fpeech. 

The captain hearing this, animated with holy zeal, faid, if they had* truly faitb in 
Jefus Chrid, they mud immediately bum all their idols and caufe the fick nmn to be 
baptifed, who would then recover* He moreover added that he was fo perfeftly con- 
vinced of what he faid, that he would confent to lofc his bead if what he promifed 
did not immediately take place. IHte King confcnted to all he required, we then 
made a proceffion with all imaginable pomp from the place where we were to the 
houfe or the fick man, whom we found in reality in a very fad condidon, fuch indeed 
that he could neither fpeak nor move. We baptifed him, together with two of his 
wives and his ten daughters. The captain then afleed him how he found himfeif, and 
he anfwered, of a hidden recovering his fpeech, that, thanks to the Lord, he found 

* It appears that Si or Ci placed before a mao*s name Is a title of honour. 


himfelfi 
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IlIjMelf very well. We were all of us toccular iVitneffes of fWfe tni^cfe. The 
tfo, with greater fervour than the reft of us, retiimed pn^fe'io God. ,He adrainlftef*. 
ed a reftorative cordial to the Tick man, and repeated the ftanae every day , until he waa 
perfeftly recovered. He at the fame time fent him a mhttrefs, blankets, a coverlid of 
yellow linen, and a pillow. ^ 

On the fifth day the fick man was perfedtly recovered and quitted his couch. His 
firft care was was to caufe an idol which was held in great veneration, and which was 
fecreted with greateft care by fome old women in his houfe, to be burned in prefence 
of the King and all the people. He Hkewife caufed feveral temples to be demolilhed 
which were built on the margin of the fea, and where the people affenibled to eat the 
meat offerings prefented to the idols. All the inhabitants approved ofthefe doings, and 
determined on utterly deftroying every idol, thofe even which ornamented the King’s 
houfe, crying at the fame time, “ Viva la Caftilla,” in honour of the King of .Spain. 

The idols of thefe countries are of wood hollowed behind ; their arms and legs are 
■extended and their feet turned up ; they have a difproportionately large face with four 
very large teeth in front fimilar to thofe of the wild boar *. Generally fpeaking they 
are painted. 

Now I am fpeaking of their idols, I fliall relate to your lordfhip t fome of their fuper- 
ftitious ceremonies, one of which is blelfing the hog. The ceremony begins with beat- 
ing large gongs. Three large diflics are afterwards brought, two of which contain 
broiled fifti, and cakes of rice and millet folded in leaves ; on the third are Cambayan 
cloths and two fillets of cloth made from the palm tree. Two old women then advance, 
each of which holds in her hand a large trumpet J of bamboo. They place themfelves 
upon the cloth, falute the fun, and clothe themfelves in the other cloths which were in 
the dilh. The firft of thefe old women covers her head with a handkerchief tied l ound 
her forehead infuch manner as to prefent two horns; and taking another handkerchief 
in her hand flie dances, and at the fame time founds the trumpet, invoking the fun at in- 
tervals. I’he other old woman takes one of the fillets of palm tree cloth, and in a like 
manner dances and founds the trumpet, and turning towards the fun addreflfes fome 
■words to that luminary. The firft then fnatches up the other fillet of palm tree cloth, 
throws away the handkerchief flie held in her hand, and both together the two found 
their trumpets and dance round the hog, which is tied and lies on the ground. In the 
mean time the firft old woman addreffes the I'un in a low tone of voice, and is anfwered 
by the other. After this a cup of wine is prefented to the firft which ftie takes, but 
without ftopping her dancing or her addreffes to the fun, and brings the cup to her 
mouth four or five times pretending to drink, but the liquor ihe pours over the heart of 
the hog. She then returns the cup and receives a lance which flic brandiflies, ftill 
continuing to dance and fpeak, and diredls it repeatedly to the heart of the hog, which 
in the end fhe pierces with a fudden and forcible blow. As foon as the lance is with- 
tlrawn from the wound it isclofed and dreffed w'ith falutary herbs. During the whole 
of this ceremony a flambeau is kepi burning, which the old woman, who pierced the 
hog through the heart, feizes and cxtinguiihes by thrufting it into the mouth of the 
animal. The other old woman dips the end of her trumpet in the blood of the hog, 
and •with the blood on it ftains the forehead of all perfons prefent, beginning with her 

• Viftinou, in one of liis incarnations, is reprefented with the vifage of a wild boar. Sonnerat, tbih. i. 
,4 l>vic addreffes himfclf to the grand mafter of Rhodes. Eng. T«. 

4 ; AntObg' the mdfical inthuments of the Indians, Sonnerat faw and has given the reprefentation of a 
large truwf et fimHar tb the one here deferibed. See pUte aavii. fig. 4, 
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hufband ; hut fbe did npt come towards ik. This being finiflied, the two old women 
pndrefs themfelves, eat what had been^brought in the two firft plates, and then invite 
the women; but not the men, to partake with them. The hog is then feared. Never 
isi this animal eaten before it’ has undergone a fimilar purification, and none but old 
women officiate on the occafion. 

At the death of one of their chiefs the ceremonies praftifed are, likewife, very .fittgu- 
lar, as 1 have myfclf witneffed. The mofl diflinguifhed women in the country repaired 
to the houfe of the defunfl:, in the middle of which the corpfe was placed in a cafe, , 
round which a barrier of cords was made. To thefe cords branches of trees were faft* 
ened ; and between thefe branches hangings of cotton were fufpended fo as to form 
alcoves. Beneath thefe alcoves the women alluded to feated themfelves, covered with 
a white cloth. Each woman was attended by a fervant who cooled her with a fan of 
palm. The other women with mournful countenances were feated round the chamber. 
One among them had a knife with which fhe gradually cut oft' the hair of the dead. 
Another, who had been the principal wife of thcdecafed, (for though a man may have 
as many wives as he pleafcs, there is but one miftrofs,) llretchcd herl'elf in fuch manner 
on the corpfc that her mouth, hands, and feet were oppofed to thofe of the dead. 
While the one was culling ofl'his hair, the other was crying; and fhe began to fing as 
loon as the work was completed. All round the chamber vales of porcelaine were 
placed containing fire, into which at intervals myrrh, ftorax, and gum benjamin were 
call, which diffulcd a molt pleafing fragrance. Thefe ceremonies continue five or fix 
days, during which the corpfe remains in ihe'houfe; I believe the precaution is ufed of 
embalming it with camphor to prevent putrefaction. At length the body is faftened 
down with wooden pins and interred in the cemetery, which is an enclol’urc covered 
with canopies. 

Wc were alTured that every night a black bird, the fizc of a crow, c-ime at midnight 
and perched on the houfes, and by its I'croains frightened the dvig.s, wlio never ceafed 
barking till break of day. We never were able to learn the cauie of this Angular phe- 
nomenon of which wc were all of us witnefl'es. 

I fhall mention another of their flrange cuftoms. I have already ('aid that thefe 
Indituis go naked, or with only a piece of cloth of the palm to cover their privities. 
All the men, young as well as old, have a fort of fibula confiiling of a bar of gold or tin 
of the fizc of a goole quill, which traverfes the prepuce from one fide to the other over 
tlie glans, leaving an opening in the middle for the paffage of the urine ; this bar, at the 
two ends, is faflcncd by means of heads fimilar to thofe of our large nails j thefe evea 
are oftentimes jagged with points fo as to reprefenta fiar. 

They informed me that thi'> extraordinary ornament is never removed, not even in the 
afl; of coition ; that it was their wives who invented and infifled on this ulligc ; and that 
it was tlicy themfelves who prepared their children for its aifixturc from their early 
infancy * ; what, however, is certain, notwiihftanding this Erange invention, all the 
women gave us a preference to their huibands j. 

Pro- 

* In^ the fir/l tranfiation into modern Italian of the Extrait de Pifl;afetla, ia read ; Grandi e piccoli’ 
hanno il membro bucato da iina parte all’ altra appreiTo il capo, e in qiicl biico hanno meflb come una 
verghetta d’orogrofla come iina pcniia d’oea ; i altri niettuno come una llella acuta fopra la tella del mera- 
bro pur d’oro. 

+ For decency’s fake the text is much abridged ; the original runs thus. Grandi et piccoli hanno 
paflutu il fuo membro circa de la it.fta dc lima parte a laltra con un<» feio de oro hovero dc ftaniogroflo 
cumo una penna de oeha, e in uno capo ct laltro del mtdellmo fero aigiini como una ftella con ponte foiira 
li capi altri como una tella di chiodo da euro alTaifiime volte lo volfi vedere da'molti coli vcqni como jorcui 
percKc non lo pottva credcit ncl mezo dtl fero e uu buto per il quale uriuano il fero e le lltlle lirmpre Hanno. 
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,|(|^vinon6 abound in this iiland. Befides ^ aninnds I hk# ^lf^ 4 y there 

^ ^gs and cats which, like the others, are both of them 'eatenr.’ There alfo grem 
rice, nullet, panicle, and maize, oranges, lemons, fugar caitj^, cocoh nuts,** {Ktmponi 
garlic and ginger ; honey alfo abounds, with various orftcr ^todudions; palm wine J 
made ; and a great quantity of gold is colleded. 

When any of us went on fhore, whether it happened by day or by night, the Indians 
cbnftantly invited us to eat and drink. They never thoroughly drefs their meat, anc 
i^t it very much, which excites them to drink, and at their meals’ they drink often, bj 
^ans of hollow reeds, from the vafes which contain their wine. They commonly re 
main five .or fix hours at table. 

In this ifland are many villages, the chiefs of each of which are one or feveral ir 
number, and perfons much refpeded. 'I’hc following are the names of ihe villages and 
•their refpedive chiefs: Cingapola, its chiefs Cilaton, Cighibucan, (amanenga, Cimaticat. 
and Cicanbul ; Mandani, its chief Aponoaan ; Lajan, its chief Teten ; Lalutan, its 
chief Japaa ; and Lubucin, the chief of which is Cilumai. All thefe villages were fub- 
jed to us, and paid us a kind of tribute. 

Contiguous to the ifland Zubu is another called Matan, which has a port of the fanu 
name, in which our veflels laid at anchor. 1 he chief village 6f this ifland is likewife 
called Matan, over which Zulu and Cilapulapu prefided as chiefs. In this ifland the 
village of Bulaia was fituate, which wc burnt. 

On Friday 26th April, 'Zulu, one of thefe chiefs, fent one of his fons with two goats 
to the captain-general, and obl'erved, thaf if he did not fend him the whole of what he 
bad promifed, the blame was not to be imputed to hi idelf, but to the other chief 
Cilapulapu, who would not acknowledge the authority of the King of Spain : he furthei 
fiated, that if the caprain-general would only fend to his alliftance the following 
night a boat with fomc armed men, he would engage to beat and entirely fubjugate his 
rival. 

On receiving this mefl'ago the captain general determined on going hitnfelf with thefe 
boats. We entreated him not to hazard his perfon on this adventure, but he anfwercd, 
that as a good pallor he ought not to be away from his flock. 

.At midnight we left the Ihip fixty in number, armed with helmets and cuirafles. The 
Chriftian King, the Prince his nephew, and feveral Chiefs of Zui;u, with a number of 
armed men, followed us in twenty or thirty balanghays. We reached Matan three 
hours before day. The captain would not then btgin the attack ; but he fent the 
Moor on Ihwre to inform Cilapulapu and his people, that if he would acknowledge the 
fovereignty of the King of Spain, obey the Chrillian King of Zubu, and pay the tri- 
bute he demanded, they fliould be looked upon as friends, otherwiCe they IhouTd expo- 
rience the ftrengih of our lances. 'I’he iflantlers, nothing intimidated, replied, they 


fermc Lpro dicono chc le fue moglie voJeno cii® et fc folFtTo dc altra forte non ufarlano con elli Qoando 
q.utdi vr-gliofto ijjiarc loro incdirimt* lo pielidiio non in ordine .... Qjiclli pojtoli uzantio qutflo pcrchc 
fono di dcbille iiatura .... A tuetp da fey anni rnfu apoco apoco li aprono U natura per caijioiit, c^c. 
It will he no matter of furprife to thofe who have R*ad in the relations of travelltis of the niciimers and 
the induilry of the women of thefe iflands in matters of this kind, that their lubiicity ihould have given rife 
this invention See the letter of Amerigo Vefpncci in Ramiifio, totn. i. p. ; and r aw Recherchefi 
rdf Its Amc(icalnt>, pait i. Noort and Cavciidilli, who failed through the fanic fcas in 1600, found! this 
itill continurd ; arid to them it was related to be an invention ot ihc women to prevent the practice 
^unnatural propenlitiea in the men. Hift Gen. dts Voyages, tom x. p 3^7. The two authors ^bove 
not liowc e mention that it was nut occafionally removed. This cuftoin muli have ccaftd, 3 ^ 
make no alluhon to k. 

had 
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had iancos avS well as we, although they were only (licks of bamboo pointed at iIk- end, 
and (laves hardened in the fire. They merely requelled that they might not be ;'U 
tacked in the night, as they expoclcd reinforcc'meius, and (hould then be belter anie 
to cope with u,-. : this they (aid delignedly to induce us to attack them iinrnediarelv, in 
hope that thus we fliould fall in the dykes they had dug between the (ea and i heir 
houles. 

We accordinglv waited day-light, when wc jumped into tlie water up to our llrghs, 
the boats not being able to approach near enough to land, on account of the rocks and 
ftiallows. The mmdKT whicli landed was forty-nine only, as eleven were left in charge 
of the boats. We were obliged to wade fome diilance through the water before w'C 
reached the (l)ore. ' 

We found the illanders, fifteen hundred in number, formed into three battalions, who 
irmnediaiely on our landing fell upon us, making horrible (houts ; two of thole bat- 
talions attacked us in (lank, and the third in iVoitr. Our captain divided his company 
into two plalonns. The imilqueKjt'rs and crol'^-bnwmen tired from a diflanc<' the fpace 
of halt' an liour without n>aking the lead imju-efiion on the enemy ■, for though the 
liali aiid arrows penetrated their bucklers made of thin wood, ;ind c\en wounder! 
till m a; liuK' ; in tlieiriB'ms, tltis did not make (hem halt, as the wounds tailed of occa- 
tioniii- them inflaul death as they expeded, on the contrary, it only made liiaiu more 
bold atiu luriee.;.'.. IMt.reover. truUiug to the luperiorily of tluir numbers, they 
fhowere<! on us luelt eloud' ol bamboo lauces, (laves luirdened in the tire, ftone;., and 
even dirt, tliat it was with diflicuhy we deleiidet! oui'(>eivis. Seme ev. n threw (pears 
headed with iron our captain-general, who, to intinudaU' and caufe tl am to thiperfe, 
iirdered away a parit oi our men to let lire to their hoiifes, wh.eh tie r immediately cf- 
feded. riie (igitt ol the flames lerved only to itictvafe their e.Milperation ; f'ome of 
them even ran to the village which was hi on tire, and in which f.veii'vor thirty 
houles were couluined, and killed two ol our men c-n the ijait. 'I in y l,.em' d mo- 
mently to increale in muulier and impeliKifity. A jioiiou.vi arrow thaa!'. flie caj .Min in 
the leg, who on thi.s ordered a retreat in (low and reguiar order; but liie lui'; a-itv .it 
our men took to (light precipitately, (b that only (even or eight tl](d 

caj)lain. 

"J'hc Indians pcrcc’iving their blows were inefl'echial when aiini'd ;i! our b.siv or head, 
on account ol our armour, and noiicing at tlic lame liin-e that our were' uni overed, 
directed againil there their arrows, javelins, and flonus, and ilu fb in h.t h abuiiviance, 
that we could nnt guard againil them. 'I'he bombards we had in our bo;iis were oi no 
utility, as the leveliiefs of the Itrand would not admit of the boaus iieing bVsiuglu luf- 
ficienlly dole in fhore. We retreatc'd gradually, Hill continuing to lightt, and were now 
at a bow’s-fliot from the illanders, and in the water up to our knec’s, w hen they renewed 
their attack with fury, ihn'iwing at us the fame lance live' or llx times over as they 
pick('d it up on advancing. As they knew our captain, they chi'ullv aimed at him, fo 
that his helmet was twice ftriick Irom his liead ; dill he did not give himfelt up to 
delpair, and we continued in a vcryfmall number fighting by his fule. This combat, 
lb unequal, lalted more than an hour. An illander at length I’ucceeded in ihruding the 
end of his lance through the bars of his helmet, and wenmding the captain in the fore- 
head, who irritated on the occafion, immediately ran the aflailant through tlte bodv 
with his lance, the lance remaining in the wound, lie now attempted to dreov 
fword, but was unable, owing to his right arm l)cing grievoufly wounded. 1d)e In- 
dians, who perceived this, prefl'ed in crowds upon him ; and one of them lia /mg given 
him a violent cut with a fword on 4he left leg, he fell on his face : on this th.ev imnie- 
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diately fell upon him. Thus perifhed our guide, our light, and 6ur fupport. On fall- 
ing, and feeing himfelf furrounded by the enemy, he turned towards us feveral times, 
as if to know whether we had been able to fave ourfelves. As there *was not one of 
thofe who remained with him but was wounded, and as .we were confequently in no 
condition either to afford him fuccour or revenge his death we inflantly made for our 
boats, which were on the point of putting off. To our captain indeed did we owe our 
deliverance, as the infbant he fell, all the iflanders rufhed towards the fpot where he 
laid. 

The Chriflian King had it in his pow-er to render us affiflance, and this he would no 
doubt have done ; but the captain general, far from forefeeing what was about to hap- 
pen wheif he landed with his people, had ordered him not to leave his balanghay, but 
merely to remain a fpeftaror of our manner of lighting, llis Majefly bitterly bewailed 
his fate on feeing him fall. 

But the glory of Magellan will furvive him. He was adorned with every virtue ; in 
midft of the greateft adverfity he conftantly poflelfedt an itnmoveable firmnefs. At fea 
he fubjccted himfelf to the fame privations as his men. Better fkilled than any one in 
the knowledge of nautical charts, he was a perfeef maftcr of navigation, as he proved in 
making the tour of the world, an attempt on which none before'him had ventured *. 

This unfortunate battle took place on the 27th April 1521, which fell on a Satur- 
day, a day chofen by the captain himfelf, being that which he held moft propitious to 
his enterprize. Eight of our men, and four of the Indians, who had received bap- 
tifm, perifhed with him ; and few of thofe who remained regained the fhips without 
being wounded. The men who were in ihe boats attempted, when they faw us pufli- 
ed, to affift us by firing the bombards, but the diflance was fo great from which they 
fired, that they did us more harm than to the enemy, who neverthclefs lofl fifteen 
men. 

In the afternoon the Chriflian king, with our confent, caiifed to be intimated to the 
people of Matan, that if they would reftore the bodies of our dead foldiers, and efpe- 
cially of our captain-general, we would give them whatever merchandize they re- 
quired ; but they anfvvered, that they could not be induced by any confi deration, to 
part with the body of a man like our chief, which they would preferve as a monument 
of their victory over us. 

On learning the death of our captain, thofe who were left in the town to carry on 
trade, caufed all their merchandize immediately to be tranfported on board. We then 
eleded in his ftead two governors, that is to fay, Odoard Barbofat? a Portuguefe, and 
Juan Serano‘, a Spaniard. 

Our interpreter, called Henry, the Have of Magellan, having been flightly wounded 
in the battle, made this a pretence lor going no more on fhore, where his prelence was 
neceffary for our fervice, and paffed the whole day in idlenefs extended on his mat. 
Odoard Barbofa, commander of Magellan’s fhip, reprimanded him feverely on the 
occafion, and told him, that though his mailer was dead he was llill a Have, and that 
on our return to Spain, he would deliver him up to Donna Beatrix, the wife of 

* Magellan only made the circuit of half the globe on this occalion ; hut Pigafetta fays with feme rea- 
fon, though not quite corrcAly, that he made the tour ot the world, for the Poituguefe were well ac- 
quainted with the remainder of the route from the Molucca iflands to Europe by the Cape of Good Hope, 
and Magellan had already been at Malacca. 

Odoard Barbofa had alrr.idy been to the Moluccas by the way of the Cape: he has given a very 
interefting account of the Indies. Kamufio. lom. i. p. 2’'K. One of his companious alfo wrote a Ihort 
account of tbs* voyage. Sec the Introdudion to tbi» Work, par. xxiv. 
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Magellan ; he moreover threatened to have him beaten with rods, if he did not imme- 
diately go on ftiore for the fsrvice of the fquadron. 

The flave hereupon arofc, and feemed to hold no refentment for the reprimand and 
menaces of the commander. ' On landing he repaired to the Chriftian King, whom he 
told that we intended Ihortly to take our departure, and that, if his advice was taken, 
he'fnight render himfelf mafter of all our veffels and merchandize. The King turned 
a favouring ear to his propofals, and conjointly they laid a plot againft us. The flave 
then returned on board, and ftiewed greater adivity and more uuderftanding than we 
had ever noticed in him before. 

On the morning of Wednefday, ill May, the Chriflian King font to our two gover- 
nors, to inform them that he had prepared a prefent of precious ftones for the King of 
Spain, and that he might deliver it into their hands, he begged them to come that day 
and dine with him, and bring with them fome of their fuite. They accordingly went,, 
taking with them our aftrologer, tSan Martino of Seville, and, of the different Ihips 
cotnpanies, as many as made up twenty four for the entire number of the party. I 
was not one on the occafion, my face being fwollen by a wound I had received from a 
poifoned arrow on the forehead. Johan Carvajo and the provoft, fufpeding the In- 
dians of entertaining fome bad intentions, returned immediately to the fhips ; it feeins 
their fufpicions arofe from having feen the nobleman who had been miraculoufly 
cured, feparate the almoner from the party. 

Scarcely had they related thus much to us on board, ere we heard loud cries and 
moans. Heaving anchor immediately, wc laid the veffels clofe in with the fhore, and 
fired a number of fhot at the houfes. We then faw Juan Serano, whom they were 
leading, wounded and tied hand and foot, towards the fhore. He entreated us to de- 
fift from firing, as otherwife, he faid, he fhould be maffacred. We enquired what had 
become of his companions and the interpreter, and learned that the former had all been 
murdered, and that the interpreter had taken part with the natives. He conjured us 
to ranfom him with merchandize ; but Johan Carvajo, though his fellow-goflip, joined 
with others in refufing to treat for his releafe, and would not allow any of our boats to 
approach the fhore. The reafon for this conduct of Carvajo w'as, in cafe of the death 
of the two governors, the command of the fquadron devolved on himfelf. Juan Serano 
continued to implore the compaflion of his fellow-goflip, by affuring him he fliould be 
maffacred the inftant we fet fail ; and finding at length that all his entreaties were vain, 
he uttered deep imprecations, and appealed to the Almighty on the great day of judg- 
ment, to exaft account of his foul from Johan Carvtijo, his fellow-goflip. He was 
however difregarded ; and we fet fail without ever hearing afterwards what became of 
him. 

The ifland of Zubu is large ; it has an excellent port, with two entrances to it, the 
one on the weft, the other on the north-eaft. It lies in ten degrees of latitude north, 
and in one hundred and fifty-four degrees of longitude from the line of demarcation. 
In this ifland it was, before the death of Magellan, that we obtained the firft intelli- 
gence refpefting the Molucca Iflands. 
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BOOK III. 

From our Departure from Zubu, to our leaving the JJlands of Molucca. 

O N quitting the ifland of Zubu, we proceeded to an anchorage off the point of an 
ifland called Bohol, eighteen leagues diilant from Zubu ; and, feeing our crews 
were diniinilhed fo greatly by the lodes we had fuRained as to be no longer adequate to 
manning the three veflels, we determined on burning the Conception, afur taking out 
of her whatever was ferviceable. We then ftcered fouth-fouth weR, coaRing along 
an ifland called Panilongon, the inhabitants of which are as black as Ethiopians. 

Continuing our courfe, we came to an ifland called Butuan where we caR anchor. 
The King of the ifltmd came on board our Ihip, and,^ as a lyinbol of IriendRiip and al- 
liance, drew blood from his left hand, with which he befineared In’s breaR, and touch- 
ed the rip of his tongue, a ceremony which we imitated. We then entered a river f, 
in which we law a number of men fiRiing, who offered fifh to the King. 'I'he King, 
like all the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring iflands, was naked, wearing no- 
thing but a piece of cloth which concealed his fex, which even he laid afulc, as did the 
chiefs of the ifland who were with him ; after which they feized their oars and began 
rowing, Ringing at the lame time. We paflTed by a number of houfes built on the 
fide of the river, and at two hours after night-fall reached the King’s houle, which was 
two leagues diRant from our anchorage. 

When about to emter the houfe, we were met by a number of attendants carrying 
flambeaux made of canes and palrn-leaves rollcdup, and cnclofing gum aniine. While 
fupper was preparing, the King, with two of his chiefs and two of his wives, wht) were 
tolerably pretty, emptied a large vafe full of palm wine without eating. They invited 
me to drink with them, but I cxcufed myfelf by obferving, that 1 had already' flipped, 
and drank only once. In drinking they obferved the fame ceremony as the King of 
Maflana. The fupper was compofed of rice, and filh highly falted, fervi'd up in (Riina 
bowls. The rice they ate in lieu of bread. The manner in which they cook their 
rice is as follows : in an earthen pot, fnnilar to our Rew-pans, they firR put a large 
leaf, which entirely covers the infide ; in this they place the rice and water, and cover 
the pot ; the rice is then fnflered to boil till it attains the confiRence of our bread, and 
is taken out In lumps. This is the manner in which rice is cooked in all the iflands of 
thefc parts. 

Supper ended, the King caufed a mat of reeds to be brought in, with another of palm, 
and a pillow made of palm loaves. This was for my couch, on which I laid down to 
reR with one of the chiefs. The King went to reft in another apartment with his 
two wives. 

The next day, before dinner, I made an excurfion into the ifland ; I entered fevcral 
houfes, which were built in the fame manner as thofc before deferibed in the iflands we 
had prcvioufly vifited, and in which I law many utenRls of gold, but few provifions. 

I afterwards rejoined the King, and dined with him on rice and fifli. 

I lucceeded, by figns, in making the King comprehend that I wifhed to fee the Queen, 
and in a fimilar manner he intimated his confent ; we, in confequence, proceeded to- 
wards the fummit of a mountain where was her abode. On entering I bowed to her, 

• A part of Mindanao. .j- The river which forms the bay of Chipit. 

and 
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and (he returned the compliment. I fat befide her while fhe was employed in making 
mats of palm for a bed. Her houfe was handfomely furnifhed with vafes of porcelain, 
which were lufpended from the fides of the apartments, as were four gongs, one of 
which was very large, another * * * § of a middling fize, and two others fmall. She had a 
number of flaves of both fcxes to wait on her. We took our leave and returned to the 
King’s houfe, and breakfafted on fugar-canes. 

We found in this ifland hogs, goats, rice, ginger, and in Ihort every thing we had 
feen on the others. What, however, moft abounds is gold. Vallieswere pointed out 
to me, in which, by figns, they made me comprehend there were more lumps of gold 
than we had hairs on our heails ; but that, for want of iron, the mines exaft .greater 
labour to work th;m they feel inclined to bellow. 

In the afternoon, on my requelting to go on board of Ihip, the King, with feveral 
chiefs of the ifland, olfered to accoinp;my me iniheir balanghay. As we fell down the 
river 1 law on a linall mount on the|right throe men hanging from a tree. On enquir- 
ing the reafon of this, I learnt they Were malefaftors. 

This part of the ifland, which is called Chipif, is a continuation of the fame land as 
that on which Butuan and Calayanarc fituate; it llretchcs above Bohol and approaches 
Mafl'ana*. 'I’he port is a tolerably good one. It is fituate in eight degrees of lati- 
tude north, longitude one hundred and fixty-feven degrees from the line of demarcation, 
and is fifty leagues dillanffrotti Zuba. In the north-weft lies the ifland of Luzon f two 
days fail away, 'fliis ifland is large, and every year there arrive at it fix or eight 
junks from the people called Lequies, for the purpofe of trafficking. I fliall fpeak of 
Chipit in anothc-r place. 

On leaving this ifland, fleering weft-fouth-weft, we came to an anchor off an ifland 
ahnoll a defert The inhabitants, who are very few in number, confift of Moors 
banilhed from an ifland called Buriic (Borneo). They go naked like the inhabitants 
of the other ifiands, and for their arms ufe farbacanes and arrows, for w hich they have 
quivers, that likewife ferve to hold the herbs w'ith which their arrows are poil’oncd. 
'i’hey alfo have poignards, their handles wrought with gold and precious ftones, lances, 
clubs, and fniall breafl-plates made of the bulllilo’s hide. ’I'hey looked upon us as gods 
or faints, lii this ifland the trees grow to a great fizi', but provifioiis are fcarce. It is 
fituate ill latitude (even degrees thirty minutes north, and forty-three leagues Irom Chi- 
pit ; it is called ('ayayan ||. 

Leaving this ifland, and continuing the fame courfe, that is to fay weft-fouth-wefl, we 
arrived at a large iflaiul, in which w'e found abundance of all kinds of provilions ; this 
to us was fortunate, lor we wore fo hungry and fo badly provided with food, that we 
were feveral times on the point of abandoning our fhijis and eltablilliing oui felves in 
fome of thefc countries there to end our days. This ifland, which is called Palaoan 

furnilhed 


• This is the iiland Mindanao, which our author writes Mainjjflaiiao. In the chart of Billin, as in that 
of our manufeript, tlie ports of Chipit, Butuan, and Caligaii arc laid down ; it extends beyond Bohol, and 
its northern point is contiguous to Maflana. 

1.115011 or Manila. 

Sarcabanes are hollow reeds ufed in Borneo and the neighbouring iflands, through which the natives 
of the iflands blow fmall poifoned arrows at an enemy. They are very expert in the ufe of them, and feud 
an ariow to a confulerahle diftance by the force of their breath. Eno. d'a. 

II III table xviii of Urbano Monti, the ifland of Cayayan, fiirroiinded by fmall iflands, is marked as 
laying in a fimilar direction It is in like manner laid down in the atlas of Robert. 

§ In ancient charts I’alaoan is placed north-weft of Manila ; this ifland could not confequently be in 
the route of our circumnavigator, for Manila is north-eait of Cayayan. But in this courfe is feen the 

ifl.vnd 
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furniflied us with hogs, goats, fowls, bananas of feveral fpecies ; fome of thefe were a 
cubit in length and as thick as a man’s arm ; others were but a fpan in length, while 
others again, and thefe were the moft excellent, were of ftill inferior fize. It likewife 
produces cocoa nuts, fugar-canes, and roots fiinilar to tilrnips. They cook their rice in 
hot embers, placing it in canes or wooden bowls, and find, by this procefs, that it keeps 
much longer than when boiled in pots. From the fame rice alfo, by means of an alem- 
bic, they extratl a wine ftronger and fuperior to palm wine In one word this illand 
was to us a land of prornilc. It is filuate in latitude nine degrees twenty minutes north, 
longitude one hundred and feventy-one degrees twenty minutes from the line of demar- 
cation. ^ 

We prefented ourfelves before the King, who contrafted an alliance and friendfhip 
with us ; and to convince us of his fmccrity, he begged a knife of us, which he made 
ufe of for drawing blood from his breaft, with which he touched his forehead and 
tongue. We repeated the fame ceremony. . 

The inhabitants of Palaoan, like all the other people of thefe parts, go naked ; but 
they are partial to wearing ornaments, fuch as rings, linall chains of brafs, and little 
bells. What, however, they are mofl delighted with is brafs wire, to which they faften 
their hooks for fifhing. 

Almoft every individual cultivates his own lands. They ufe farbacanes and large 
wooden darts more than a fpan in length, headed with a harpoon ; fome of them have 
a fifh-bone for a point, others a fliarp piece of bamboo poifoned by means of a certain 


ifland Paragua or Paragoia ; and I fee this fame ifland called Palaoan on a globe four feet in diameter, 
belonging to the family of Cufani, in which I have had the happinefs of living upwards of thirty years ; 
and with pleafure I take this opportunity of publicly teftifying my gratitude for the kindnefs I liave ex- 
perienced at their hands. This globe, as well as a ccleftial globe of fimilar dimenfions, was made about 
the middle of the feventeenth century by Father Sylveflro Amangio Moroncelli di Fabriano, a Celcitine 
monk. In the chart annexed to Macartney's Voyage, this ifland is denominated Palawan or Paragua, 
which proves that Palaoan or Paragua, or Paragoia, are only the fame name or rather different names of 
the fame ifland. 

* This id arrack. The ftill made ufe of by the natives of this ifland is not deferibed, but it is likely to 
rcfembicthat ufed in the Ample but ingenious procefs of diftillation common in various parts of continental 
India. A hole is dug in the ground fuited to the fizc of the jar they employ for containing the fermented 
extraftof the rice. With the bottom of this hole is a fubterranean communication with the aimofphcrc 
to feed the fire with air, and in the fide of the hole a chimney which ferves as well to add frefh fuel by at 
for a chimney. A fire of dry wood is kindled in the hole, ainl when the ground is thoroughly healed the 
pot or rather jar is fixed in the hole, and earth placed about it fo as to prevent the cfcape of heal. To 
the neck of fhe jar a pan is. placed, with a hole in the middle to fit the neck of the jar, to which the pan is 
pcrfedtly luted : this pan has the bottom of it lower at the circumference than at the hole in the middle, 
and near the top is covered with a thin fhect of tin or other metal, or with a (hallow earthen pan with an 
extremely thin bottom, which ferves in lieu of a worm and vat to condenfe the vapour as it afeends. To 
the bottom of the lower pan, where two are employed, a long piece of bamboo is luted, through which 
the vapour, condenfed and formed into fpirit, runs to a pitcher or vcflcl placed to receive it. Another 
piece of bamboo is luted into the bottom the upper pan, or, where but one is ufed, communicating with 
the upper furface of the metal plate through which the liquor for cooling the vapour runs to the water 
vefTd. This vcflel is at firft nearly filled with water. When the heat of the fire below begins to caufe 
the fermented liquor in the jar to rife, an Indian with a pot or kettle pours a gentle ftream of water from 
the vcftel adjoining into the upper pan or on to the plate of tin, and continues to do this until the procefs 
is complete. The extreme cold excited by the evaporation of the water occafions the vapour which rifes 
from the jar to be immediately condenfed, and to run off through the pipe of bamboo to the receiver in a 
trickling ftream ; and the fpirit which runs off thus is found to be at Icaft as cold as that obtained by 
pafTing through the worm of the cooler of European diftilleries. This cheap, ingenious, and truly philo- 
fophical procefs, fo much fuperior to that in ufe in this country, might perhaps admit of fuch improve- 
ment as to caufe it to fuperfede the ncceffity for and great cxpcnce of our prefent apparatus for diftilling. 
£ng* Tr.— Communication of a proprietor in Bengal. 
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herb *, thefe arrows are not trimmed at the end with feathers, but with a ftrip of 
very foft and light wood. To the end of the farbacane they fallen an iron head when 
their arrows are expended, and ufe it as a lance. 

They have likewife large tarte cocks, which, from fuperftition, they do not eat j but 
which they keep for fighting ; at mains of thefe birds confiderable wagers are laid, and 
prizes are alfigned to the owners of the conquerors. 

From Palaoan, (leering fouth-well, after failing ten leagues, we fell in with another 
ifland. On failing along its Ihores, it feemed to us to afcend *. We coafted along it 
the fpace of fifty t leagues at leaft before we met with an anchorage. Scarcely had we 
anchored before a teinpeft arofe. The fky was overcaft, and we faw the light of 
Saint Elme fettle on our mall. 

The following day, 9th of July, the King fent to the veffels a handfome pirogue, the 
prow and poop of which were adorned with gold. On the prow was a blue and white 
pavilion, furmounted by a tuft of peacocks* feathers. In this pirogue were muficians 
who played on the bagpipe and orutns, and w'ith them a number of other perfons. 
d'he pirogue, which is a kind of galley, was followed by two almadies or filhing-boats. 
Eight of the chief people of the ifland who were in the pirogue came on board our 
vellel, and took their leafs on a carpet fpread for the purpofe in the hind-callle, where 
they prefented us with a wooden vale full of betel areca, which they continually chew, 
together with orange flowers and jeflamine : the w'hole was covered with a cloth of 
yellow filk. They likewife gave to us two balkets of fowls, two goats, three vafes of 
diltillcd wine, and fome fugar canes. To the other velfel they made a firailar prefent, 
and after embracing us they went their ways. 

The wine extraded from rice is as clear as w'atcr, but fo ftrong that many of our 
crew were intoxicated with a very moderate ufe of the liquor. The name they give it 
is arach. 

Six days after, the King fent three other pirogues beautifully ornamented, which were 
rowed round our veffels, the muficians on board playing all the while on the bagpipe, 
gongs, and drums. The people on board lalutcd us by taking off their caps, which are 
lo little they fcarcely cover the top of the head. We returned the lalute with a dif- 
charge of our bombards, but w'ithout loading them with Hones. They brought us fc- 
veral difl'erent diflies of rice, varioufly prepared, now in oblong pieces enveloped in leaves, 
now in the lhape of a fugar loaf, and now made into cakes with eggs and honey. 

After thefe prefents on the part of the King, they informed us that he readily granted 
us permiflion to wood and water on his ifland, and that we were at liberty Vo trade to 
any t'xtenf with the inhabitants. On this imimaiion feven of us w'ere dirputched with 
prefents for the King, the Queen, and their niiniiter.';. The prefent for the King con- 
fdled of a Turkifh drefs of green velvet, a chair covered with violet-coloured lilk, five 
yards of red cloth, a cap, a glafs goblet gilt, and three quires of paper ; that for the 
Queen confifted of three yards of yellow cloth, a pair of flioes embroidered with filver, 
and a filver etwee full of pins. For the chief ininiflcr we carried three yards of red 
cloth, a cap, and a glafs goblet gilt ; for the king at arms, or herald, w ho came with the 
pirogue, a Turkilh drefs of red and green cloth, a cap, and a quire of paper ; for 
the feven other perfonages who came with him, we likewife look prefents, fome yards 
of cloth for example, a cap each, and a quire of paper. When all the prefents were 
ready, we entered one of the three pirogues. 

* That is to fay, move in a contrary direftion, owinfr to the adverfe currents. 

_ f Fabte f.iys ten leagues, and Kamiifiofive: our manufeript plainly exprelTes fifty, which is the real 
diftance from the foutlicrn point of Faragoa to the city of Borneo. 

On 
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On reaching the town we were forced to wait two hours in the pirogue for the ar- 
rival of two cicjphants covered with filk, and twelve men, each of which was the bearer 
of a vafe of porcelain covered with filk, to hold our prefents. We afeended the backs 
of the elephants, preceded by the twelve men who carried our prefents, and in this 
manner proceeded to the houfe of the minifter, who had a fupper confifting of feveral 
diflies ferved up for us. We flept on mattreffes Itufted with cotton and covered with 
filk, and for coverlids had Cambaian chintzes. 

The next day we fpent the morning idly at the minifter's houfe ; at noon we pro- 
ceeded to the King’s palace. We rode on the fame elephants as brought us from the 
pirogues, preceded by the men who carried our prefents. From the governor’s houfe 
to the king’s palace all the ftreets were lined with men armed with lances, fwords, 
and clubs by fpccial order of the King. 

We entered the court of the palace on our elephants, where alighting, we afeended 
a flight of flairs accompanied by the governor and fome officers : we afterwards were 
ulhered into a large faloon full of courtiers, which we fliould denominate barons of 
the kingdom : here we feaLod ourfelves on a carpet, and the prefents were placed 
near us. 

At the extremity of this faloon was another apartment, fomd*what fmaller, hung with 
filk, where two curtains of brocade pulled up, exhibited two windows which gave 
light to the apartment. W e faw here three hundred of the King’s guards armed with 
poignards, the point of which they relied on their thighs. At the extremity of this 
apartment was a large door covered by a curtain of brocade, which, as thole of the 
windows, had been before was draw'n up, and fliewed us the King feated at a table 
with a fmall child, and chewing betel : behind him there were only women. 

One of the courtiers then informed us that we were not allowed to addrefs the King ; 
but if we had any thing we wifhed to communicate to him we might deliver its fub- 
ftance to him ; that he Ihould then tell it to a courtier of higher rank, who would 
repeat it to the brother of the governor’s, a minifler who was in the fmall apartment, 
and who, by means of a farbacane fixed in a hole in the wall, would impart it to one 
of the princiiial officers about the King’s perfon, to be by him reported to the King. 

He informed us that we had to make three inclinations to the King, at the fame 
time raifing our hands joined together above our heads, and railing firlt the one and 
then the other leg. Having complied with thefe requilite ceremonies, we informed His 
Majefly that we w'erc fubjeds of the King of bpain, who delired to live in friendfliip 
with hirn,,and alkcd nothing farther than the liberty of carrying on a commerce with 
his ifland. 

The King replied, that he was well pleafed that His Majefly of Spain fought his 
friendlhip ; and informed us that we were welcome to wood and water in his domi- 
nions, and to follow any traffic we chofe. 

We then prefented to him the different things we had brought; and on each fepa- 
rate article being difplayed, he made a flight movement of the head. To each of us 
was given brocade, with cloths of filk and gold, which were firft laid on our left Ihouldcr, 
and afterwards taken off to preferve for us. A breakfalt of cloves and cinnamon was 
then placed before us, after which all the curtains were let down, and the windows 
clofed. 

All thofe who were in the King’s palace had a cloth of gold tied round their waifts 
to conceal their privities, poignards with golden handles, fet with pearls and precious 
(tones, and a number of rings on their fingers. 

We now again mounted the elephants, and returned to the governor’s houfe. Seven 
H men 
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men, who bore the prefents made us by the King, marchi^i bpfore us ; and when we 
came to the governor’s houCe, the prefent intended by his M^jetly for each of us was, 
as before, laid on our left Ihoulder. 

Wc afterwards faw nine men coming to the houfe where we were, each carrying a 
tray of wood, with on it ten or eleven bowls of porcelain, containing different kinds 
of meat, that is to fay, veal, cajjons, fowls, pea-fowls, and others, with many kinds of 
fi/li ; of flelh and fowl alone there were upwards of thirty diflerent kinds. 

We flipped off the floor, fcated on a mat of palm. After each mouthful, as was 
their cuftom, we flipped fome of the fpirit diftillcd from rice out of a porcelain cup, 
about the flize of an egg. We likewife ate fome rice and other articles, prepai;ed with 
fugar, ufling golden fpoons for the purpofe, flunilar to thofe with us. 

We flept in the fame place we had done the night before ; and in this apartment 
two wax flambeaux were conftantly kept burning in flilver candleflicks, and two largo 
lamps fupplied with oil, and with h’ur diflerent lights to each. Two men kept watch 
all night long to attend to them. 

The next day we repaired to the fea fhore, where we found two pirogues deftined. 
to carry us on board our fliips. 

I'he city is built in the fea, the King’s palace and the houfes of the principal per- 
fons excepted. It contains twenty-five thoufand he’arths, or families*. The houfes 
are built of wood upon large piles, to keep them from the water. When the tide 
rifes, the women, who arc the chief venders of neceffaries, traverfe the town in boars. 
In front of the King’s palace is a large wall, built with bricks of great flize, with em- 
brazures, or rather port-holes, as in a fortrefs; and on the wall are mounted filty-fix 
bombards of brafs, and fix of iron : in courfe of the two days wc pailed in the city, 
they made feveral difeharges from thefe guns. 

The King, who is a Mahometan, is called Rajah Siripada. He is very corpulent, 
and may be about forty years of age. He is waited upon by women alone, the 
daughters of the chief inhabitants of the ifland. No one is allowed to addrefs him 
otherwile than in the manner 1 have deferibed, through a farbacano. He has ten fe- 
cretaries conftantly employed on diflerent matters of flate, who write on a very thin 
epidermis of certain trees which is called chiritoles. He never leaves his palace upon 
any occafion other than to hunt. 

On the morning of the 29th July we faw more than a hundred pirogues ad- 
vancing towards us, divided into three fquadrons, with as. many tungulis, which is 
the denomination given to their finall barks. As wc were apprehenftve of fome 
treacherous attack, we immediately fet fail, and that in fuch haftc that we left one of 
our anchors. Our fufpicions encreafed on paying attention to feveral large junks, 
which the day before had come tb an anchor in the rear of our fliips, and which made 
us fearful of being affailed from all Aides at once. Our firft care was to relieve ourfclves 
from the junks, at which wc fired and killed a number of thofe on board. We made 
prize of four junks ; four others faved thcmfelvcs by running on fliore. In one of 
the junks taken by us was the fon of the King of I.ozon, who was the captain-general 
of the King of Burnd, and who with his junks had come from fubduing a large city 
called Laoc tj built on a point of the ifland oppofite to Great Java. In this expedition 

he 

* I his number appears to be exaggerated. At prefent it comprifes no more than two or three thoufand 
houfes. Hill. Gen. des Voyages, torn. xv. p. 138. 

f Laoi' is not a city, but a fmall ifland (iff the foiithern point of Burne. Pigafetta not Inving been 
there, no doubt, mifunderftood what was told him refpetting it. Amorf.tti. At the time Fii^afei'i 
XI. zz ‘wrote. 



riOAFETTA’s VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


354 

he pillaged the city on account of its inhabitants preferring obedience to the Gentile 
Kin;,’ ot Java, and difowning the authority of the King of Burne. 

Johrni C^arvajo, our pilot, without confulting us, reltored the captain to liberty, hav- 
ing been induced to this meafure, as we afterwards learnt, by a bribe of a large fum 
in gold. Had we retained this captain, the Rajah Siripada would no doubt have given 
any thing we might have required for his ranfoin ; for he had rendered himfelf for- 
midable to the Gentiles, who are perpetually at war with the Mahometan king. 

In the port in which we were there is another city, inhabited by Gentiles, like that 
of the King of Siripada, built in the fea, and of much greater fize than the capital of 
the Mah/nnetan King. The King of the Gentiles is equally potent as his neighbour, 
but is not fo ollentatious ; nay, it appears probable that Chriftianity might with much 
facility be introduced in his country f. 

. The Mahometan King, on being informed of the damage we had done his junks, 
caufed us to be informed by one of our people fqttled on fliore for the purpofe of 
trade, that his vdl'els had had no hoflile intentions towards us, but were merely on 
their way to attack the Cientiles; in evidence of which fome of the heads of thefe 
people who had been killed in battle were fltewn us. We theq font wwd to the King, 
that if this was the cafe, h-e had only to fend away the two men who were on fhore with 
our merchandize, and the fon of Johan Carvajo, but this the King refufed. Thus was 
Johan Carvajo puniflied by the lols of his fon (born in the Brazils), and whom he un- 
doubtedly would have recovered in exchange for the captain-general, but for his avarice 
and thirft after gold. We retained on board fixteen of the chief men of the ifland 
and tliree women, whom we reckoned on tranfporiing to Spain, with intention of pre- 
fenting thefe latter to the queen ; but Carvajo kept them for himfelf. 

The Mahometans here go naked, like all the other inhabitants of this climate. They 
arc very partial to quickfilver, which they take internally, regarding it not only as 
a remedy in dilferent diforders, but alio as a prefervative of health. Ihey adore Ma- 
homet and follow his law, conefq .lently they cat no pork. They wafli their pofteriors 
with their left hand, which they never ufe in eating ; and when they void their urine. 
Hoop for the purpofe. Their faces they walh with the right hand ; but they never rub 
their teeth with their fingers. They circumcife like the Jews. They never kill either 
goats or fowls, without iirft addrefiing the fun. They cut off the pinions of their 
fowls, and their feet, after which they fever them in twain. Never do they eat of any 
animal but fitch as is killed by themlelvcs. 

This illaiftl produces camphor, a fort of balfam which exudes by drops from between 
the bark and the wood of the tree : thefe drops arc as finall as particles of bran. If 

wrote, there was moll probably a coiifidtrablc city. In the ehctrc of the haft Indies, publilhed in 1709, 
by Moll, a city of this name is marked at the mouth of I’lcfli river, in lat. S. long. Ill E. of London ; 
and befidcs thi.s, olF the fouth-weftern point of Dornco the illand Laoot or Laut, that to which Amoretti 
alludes. Eng. Tr. 

• Upon no juft grounds whatever could this captain have been retained. Carvajo certainly was guilty of 
great ingratitude in acting fo baftily as he did, efjiecially after the open and generous conduAof the King 
of Borneo towards the Spaniards. Pigafetta perliaps veils the leal caufe for their unprovoked hoftility. 
The jnnka could not have anchored in tlie harbour without exciting enquiry on the part of the commander 
of the fqnadroa ; he would have learnt in confequence that they returned rich with the plunder of Laoe, 
and, inindlefs of his obligations to the Sovereign of the country, prefumptively, then rtfolved by murder 
and piracy to make himfelf mailer of the wealth on board : the appearance of tlie fleet in this cafe will 
have furnilhed him with the flimfy pretence for following up his plan, which Pigaftita ftates. Eng. Tr. 

1 he Pottuguefc inuoduced Chriftianity among them, which fluuriflicd until 1590 Sonnerat loco 
citato ; where alfo he fays, that the Mahomedans have obliged the Pagans to quit the fea fhore, and retire 
to the mountains. 

the 
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the camphor be expofed to the air it infenfibly evaporates. The tree which produces it 
is called capor *. Here alfo cinnamon grows, ginger, mirabolans, oranges, lemons, 
fugar-canes, melons, citrons, radilhes, onions, &c. Among the animals are elephants, 
horfes, buffaloes, hogs, goats, Fowls, geefe, crowds, and many other birds. 

It is faid the king of Bume has two pearls as large as pullets’ egrs, and fo perfeftly 
round that when placed on a polifhed table, they never rcm:iin ;if refl. When we 
carried him our prefents, I made fign of my dclirc to fee them, wiiich I'.c promifed I 
fhoulddoj but this never came to pafs. Some of the chiefs told me they knew of 
them. 

The Mahomedans of this country have brafs money perforated fo as to tlrijig it. 
On one fide it has four charaftei s of the great King of China. 1 his money is called 
pici t* In our commerce with the Borneans for a cathil of quickfilver, they gave us 
fix china bowls. The cathil weighs two pounds |. For a quire of paper we received 
ftill more. A cathil of brafs purchafed a frnall vafe of porcelain ; and for three 
knives we obtained one of larger fize : for a hundred and fixty cathils of brafs we ob- 
tained a bahar (344 lbs. avoirdupois) of wax. The bahar is a weight equal to two 
hundred and three calljils. For eighty cathils of brafs we purchafed a bahar of fait j 
and for forty cathils of that metal a bahar of anime, a kind of gum ufed for paying of 
fhips, for in this country they have no pitch. Twenty tabils make a cathil. 1 he mer- 
chandizes moft in rcquell'hcrc are copper, quickfilver, cinnabar, glafs, w'oollen cloths, 
linens, and, prized above all others, iron and magnifying glafl'es. 

The junks we have before mentioned are their largefl veffels. They arc conflirufted 
in the following manner : the fides to within two fpans of the dead work are of plank- 
ing faftened one piece to another by wooden pins, and nicely finifhed : in the upper 
part they are formed of large bamboos, which project in a falicnt angle from the junk 
to form a counterpoife |f. Thefe junks will carry as great a burthen as our vclTels. 
The marts are made of the fame bamboos, and the fails of the bark (T trees. 

Having noticed a confiderable quantity of porcelain at Burne, I made fume inquiries 
refpefting it. I learnt it was formed of a very white kind of earth, which is left for 
half a century under ground to refine, fo that they hence hold as a proverb, that the 
father buries himfelf for the w'clfare of his fon. It is pretended, that if poifori be put 
into thefe vafes of porcelain, they immediately break. 

The ifland of Burne is fo extenfive, that it requires three months to fail round it. 
It lies in latitude five degrees fifteeen minutes north, longitude one hundred and 
feventy-fix degrees, forty minutes from the line of demarcation §. 

On 


* The bed catTiphor at prefent comes from Borneo. Hid. Gen. des Voy. !oc. n’t. p. 14?, 

f The pici or picc is the coin of fmalled value current in the Ead Indies. It is a, dclcribcd made in 
China. 

X The cathil of Batavia, in the iflaiul of Java, weighs 1,355 lbs. and decimals avoiidiipofs ; it is of 16 
tails, as in China ; if the tail, or as Pigafetta calls it, tahil of Ikirneo, be equivalent in weight to that of 
Java, as the cathil confids of 20 tails in Borneo, the weight in Englifli avoirciupois ui!l he 1,694 
tlie Mclrologic of Biemorod, Paris. 180^, the weight ot the cathil of Java, Siam, Malacca, and Sumatra, 
arc given. In the three did places it is nearly the fame, viz. equal to 1,355 lbs, avoirdupoh, hut llic 
cathil is only of 16 tails. Now i, (^94 lbs. avoirdupois, the catliil of 20 tails, is equal to 1,878 lbs. of 
Barcelona, or nearly two Spaiiidi pounds. The baliar of Borneo maybe icckoncd equal to 344 lbs. 
avoirdupois, Eng.Tr. 

fl This fervts to balance the junk or keep it dcady. The text docs not a^lnally date that the rtrd work 
extends from the fides of the junk, but allows the interpretation given, fince the author dates that it ferves 
as a counterpoife, Amoretti. 

§ This is the latitude of the city of Borneo. The longitude is not exaft, Borneo lying in id' cad 

of the line of demarcation. The Chevalier Pigafetta marked in his plan of the ifiand of Boinco the dillancc 
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On qiiittinp: this ifl:ind, we retraced our courfe to feck a fpot fit for repairing our 
veflcis, one of wliich leaked greatly, and the other for want of a pilot, had ftruck on a 
fanU bank near an ifland called Bibalen * ; but, thank God, wo got it afloat again. We 
likcwife ran a great rifk of being blown up : a fiiilor after fnuffing a candle, through 
inadvertence, tlirew the lighted wick into a cafe of gunpowder ; but he drew it out 
again fo quickly tliat the powder did not take fire. 

On the way we faw four pirogues. We toi>k one loaded with cocoa nuts deftined 
for Burne ; but the cre w efcaped to a fniall ifland. The three others avoided us by 
retiring behind fotne other iflets. 

Between the north cape of Burne and the ifland of Cimbonbon, in latitude eight de- 
grees feven minutes north, we found a very commodious port for careening our fhips ; but 
as wc were dcJlituteof many things necelfary for this purpofe, it took us forty-two days 
to finifh this work, livery one did his beft, one taking one part, another a different 
•one. What caufed us molt trouble was getting wood from the forclts, as the whole 
country was covered with brambles and thorny bulhes, and wc were barefooted. 

In this ifland there arc very large boars. Of thefe wc killed one as it was Iwimming 
from one ifland to another. Its head was two fpans and a half in length, and its tulks 
very long f. Here alfo arc crocodiles, which live on land as wefl as in the water, oyfters 
and flicll fifli of every delcription, and turtle of a very large fize. Wc caught two, the 
meat alone of which weighed, of the one, twenty-fix, of the other, forty-four pounds. 
Wc likewife caught a fiflt, the head of which, refembling that of a hog, had two horns. 
Its body was cloathed with a bony fubllance, and on its back was a kind of laddie, but 
not very large. 

What to me foemed more extraordinary was to fee trees, the leaves of which as they 
fell, became animated. I'hefe leaves refemble thofc of the mulberry-tree, except in 
not being fo long, their flalk is fliort and pointed, and near the Ifalk on one fide and 
the other they have two feet. Upon being touched they make away ; but when 
cruflied they yield no blood. I kept one in a box for nine days ; on opening the box 
at the end of this time, the leaf was alive, and walking round it : I am of opinion 
they live on air |. 

On quitting this ifland, that is to fay tiie port, we fell in with a junk coming from 
Burne. We made fignal to it to lay to ; but as it paid no attention to us, wc purfued, 
took, and pillaged it. It had onboard tlie governor of Pulaoan, with one ofhisfons and 
his brother, whom we obliged to pay for liis ranfom, within the fpace of a week, four 
hundred meafuresof rice, twenty hogs, a fimilar number of goats, and a hundred and 
fifty fowls. Not only did he give us all we required, but to thefe he added fponta- 
neoully cocoa-nuts, bananas, fugar-caiies, and vales of palm-wine. In recompence for his 


from the north point to the port at fifty and Laoe at the fouthcrii point of the ifland* Not 

having hcanl any other pans of it rnenlioind, he gave to the ifland the form of a triangle, and laid down 
the two cities on the bay of Borneo. 

^ Now called Baldba. 

f Tliis Ls the bahirofia (Sus babirefla Linn.) which has the faculty of fwimming, and whofe fnout 1*8 
armed with long luflis. Sec llic defeription of this animal in the Voyage par Ic Cap. de Bonne Efperance 
ct Batavia, a bamarang, a Macaflar, a Amboine et a Suratc i par Slavoriiius, lorn* i. p. 254, in which 
alfo its figure may be fetn. 

Other travclleis l»ave feen limilar leaves, and have examined them with greater attention* Some have 
fancied thefe leaves to be moved by an infeiSt contained in them. Hill. Gen. des Voy, tom. xv p. ^8 ; 
others have remarked that they are not really leaves, but a fpecics of loculi covered with four wings of an 
€val form, and about three inches in length, the upper ones of wljich bend in fuch manner the one over 
the other as to refemble perfeiUy a browu leaf with iu fibres. Stedman* Voyage to Surinam, book ii 

liberal 
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liberal demeanour we reftored him part of his poniards and fufils, and gave him a 
ftandard, a drefs of yellow damalk, and fifteen yards of linen. To his fon we made a 
prefent of a cloak of blue cloth, &c. His brother received a drefs of green cloth. We, 
iikewife, made prefents to the people who were with them, fo that we parted in a 
friendly manner. 

W e now ftecred to pafs on a backward track between the ifland of Cagayan and the 
port of Chipit, our courfe being call; by fouth, and our deflination for the iflands of 
Malucho. We coafted certain iflets where we noticed the fea covered with herbs, 
notwithfianding it was here of very confiderable depth : we feemed to be in another 
fea*. 

Leaving Chipit on the cafl, we difeerned on the weft the two iflands /tolof and 
Taghima where, as is faid, the fineft pearls are fiflied. Here thofe were taken be- 
longing to the King of Borneo, ot which I have fpoken ; the manner in which he ob- 
tained pofl'eflion of them w'as as follows : 'I'his King liad married a daughter of the 
King ol Zolo, who one day told him that her father owned thefe two large pearls, 
d'lie King of Burnc, on hearing it, was anxious U) have thetn, and one night he failed 
with five hundred veflels full of ann',*d men, feized on the perfon of his father-in law 
and his two fons, aiid made the furrender of thefe tw'o pearls the price of their 
liberation. 

Keeping now a courft' eaft by north we paflTed by two villages called Cavit and Su- 
banin, and failed by an inhabited iiland called Motroripa, tern leagues from the iflets 
which 1 have mentioned. The inhabitants of this ifland build no houfes ; but con- 
llantly live in their boats. 

The villages of Cavit and Subanin ftand on the iflands Bulnan and Caligan, in which 
the heft cinnamon grows. Had we been able to remain there ;iny time w'e might have 
loaded our veflcl with that fpice ; but we were unwilling to lofe the favourable w'ind 
which then prevailed, for we had to double a point and pafs fotne fmall iflands which 
furround it. Sailing along w'e faw fomc iflanders who came ofl' to us, and gave us 
fevenleen pounds of cinnamon for two large knives we had taken from the governor of 
Pulaoan. 

Having fecn the cinnamon tree I am enabled to give a defeription of it. It is from 
five to fix feet high, and no thicker than one’s finger. Never has it more than three 
or four branches : the leaf is funilar to that of the laurel : the cinnamon we ufe is 
merely the bark of the tree, which is ftripped ofl twice in the yeai". d'he wood itfelf 
even, and the green leaves have the fame aromatic flavor as the bark. |t is called by 
the natives cainmana (whence the name cinnamon is derived) from cain, which figni- 
fies wood, and mana, Iweet. 

Changing our courfe now for a north-caftcrlv direffion, we fleered for a town called 
Maingdunao |(, fituatc in the fame ifland with Butuan and (^alangan, our objedt in 
making which place was to obtain precife information refped'ting the file of the iflands 
Malucho. Meeting a bignaday on our way, a bark refembling a pirogue, we determined 
on capturing it ; but as in effedting this we encountered refiftance, we killed feven of 

* Stedman, in nearly the fame latioide in the Atlantic Ocean, found the fea covered with herbage. 
Amoretti.^ The French navigators met with the fame phenomenon in the Pacific Ocean in Riedle Bay. 
Sec cliap xiii. of the Voyage of Difeovery to the Aullral Regions by Peron, in this coUedtiou. The 
vegetable is the fucus gigantcus, often from it;o to too feet long. Eno. Tr, 
f Beilin calls it Jolo Cook, Sooloo J Now Bafilan. 

II Maingdunao i« the fame as Mindanao, a town on a lake of llmilar name with the ifland on which it 
ftands. 

' the 
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the eighteen men flie had on board. The prifoners were better made, and more robuft 
than any we had hitherto feen. They happened to be certain chiefs of M.iingdunao, 
'and among them was the king’s brother, who aifured us he perfedly well knew the 
pofition of the iflands of Malucho. 

Upon the account wc received from him we changed our diredion to the fouth-eaft. 
We were then in latitude fix degrees fevcn minutes north, thirty leagues diflant from 
Cavit. 

We were told that at a cape on this ifland near a river arc hairy men, great warriors 
and excellent bowmen. They have daggers a fpan long, and when they make 
prifoners they eat the hearts of them raw with orange or lemon juice. They arc 
called Benaians*. 

We pafled on our way four iflands, Ciboco, Beraham, Batolach, Sarangani, and Can- 
digart. On Saturday 26th October, juft after the clofe of day, we experienced a 
hurricane, during which we took in our fails, and prayed to God for protection. Here- 
upon we law our three faints fettle on our mafts, who difperfed the darknefs. They 
remained there upwards of two hours. Saint Elme on the main maft. Saint Nicholas on 
the mizen, and Saint Clare on the foremaft. In gratitude for the favour they had 
done us, we vowed them each a flavc, and accordingly made* them an offering each 
of one. 

Purfuing our courfc we entered a port about the middle of the ifland Sarangani, to- 
wards Candigar ; wc anchored here, near a colledtion of houfes in Sarangani, where 
is abundance of pearls and gold. 'I’his port lies in latitude five degrees nine minutes 
north, fifty leagues diftant from Cavit. I'hc people are Gentiles, and go naked like 
the reft of the inhabitants of thefe latitudes. 

Wc flopped a day here, and feized forcibly on two pilots to condu£l us to Malucho. 
By their advice we fleered fouth-fouth-weft, and threaded eight iflands partly inhabited 
and partly defert, which formed a kind of ftreet. I’heir names are as follow : Cheava, 
Caviao, Cabiao, Cumunuca, Cabaluzao, Cheat, Lipan, and Nuza ; at the end of this 
llrect wc found ourfelvcs oppofite to a tolerably handfome ifland | ; but having a 
contrary wind wc were unable to double the point of it, but all night long were 
conftrained to be conftantly tacking. On this occafion it was that the prifoners we 
had made at Sarangani jumped overboard and made their cfcape by fvvimming, toge- 
ther with the brother of the king of Maingdunao ; but we learnt afterwards, that the 
fon of this prince, not having been able to keep his feat on his father’s back, was 
drowned. ♦ 

Finding it impoflible to double the cape of the great ifland, we pafled to windward 
of it, by leveral fmall iflands. This large ifland, which is called Sanghir, is governed 
by four kings, the names of whom arc as follow : Rajah Matandatu, Raja Laga, Raja 
Babti, and Raja Parabu. It lies in latitude three degrees thirty minutes north, twenty- 
feven leagues from Sarangani. 

Continuing the fame courfe, we pafled by five iflands called Chioma, Carachita, 

* rcpai.>n is tlie foiittiern cape of an ifland of fimilar name. 

•j- In til.' cli li t of Beilin 1 find but two iflands here, one of which is called Saranga. Sarangani is named 
in flit note of the eii)lity-two iflands, which in the year 1682 belonged to tlie King of Ternate. Hift. 
Gen.^des Voyages, tom. xi. p. 1 7. This ifland has an excellent port for vefTtls to viftnal in, 

I'he ifland:, mentioned here belong to the groiipe, among which modern geographers place Kararo- 
tan, Linop, and Cabrocana, after which comes Sanghir, the tolerably handfome ifland noticed by our 
author. Soull'-fomh-wtll of this ifland arc many iflets mentioned as he proceeds by Pigafetta. Cabiou, 
Cabatoufu, Limpang, and Noufla, are mentioned in the lift of iflands which in 1682 belonged to the King 
of reniate. 

Para, 
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Para, Zangalura, and Ciau *, the laft of which is ten leagues diftant from Sanghir. 
Here is feen a pretty large mountain, but of no great elevation. Its King is called 
Rajah Ponto. 

We reached the ifland Paghinzara f , on which are three high mountains : its King 
is named Rajah Babintan. Twelve leagues eaft of Paghinzara we found, befides Talant, 
two fmall inhabited iflands, Zoar and Mean J. 

On Wediiefday, 6th November, having paffed thefe iflands we diftinguiflied four 
others, pretty lofty, fourteen leagues eaftward of the laft. The pilot, whom we had 
taken at Sarangani, informed us that thefe were the iflands Malucho. We now re- 
turned thanks to God, and as a fignal of rejoicing fired a round front all qur great 
guns ; nor will it excite aftoniflimcnt that we Ihould be elated, when it is confidered 
that we had been at fea now twenty-feven months all but two days, and had vifited an 
infinity of iflands in fearch of thofe we had now attained. 

The Portuguefe have given ouuthat the iflands Malucho arc fituate in midft of a fea 
impaflable on account of fliallows which every where abound, and the conftant cloudi- 
nci's and fogs to which the atinofphere is fubjedl ; we however found the contrary, 
and never liad we lejs than a hundred fathoms water all the way to the Malucho 
lllands thenifelves. 

On Friday, 8th of November, three hours before fun-fet wc entered the port of an 
iiland called '1 adore §. We came to an anchorage near the land, in twenty fathoms 
water, and difeharged all our guns. 

The next day the King came in a pirogue and made the tour of our Ihips. Wc 
went to meet him in our boats to exprefs our thanks: he caufed us to enter his pirogue, 
in which wc feated ourfelvcs by his lide. He was feated under a parafol of filk, which 
perfedlly lhaded him. Before him were one of his fons, who bore the royal feeptre, 
tw'o men, each holding a vafe of gold with water to wafli his hands, and two others 
with two fmall gilt boxes containing betre (betel). 

He complimented us on our arrival, telling us that a long time back he had dreamt 
that fome (hips would arrive at Malucho from a diftant country ; and that to be cer- 
tain whether his dream was true he had confulted the moon, by which he found the 
veflcls would actually arrive, and that it was as he expefted. 

lie next came on board our Ihips, and w'e all of us kifled his hand. We conduced 
him towards the hind-caftle, where, that he might not be forced to ftoop, he refufed 
to enter otherwife than through the opening at the top. There wc caufed him to be 
feated in a chair of red velvet, and threw over him a Turkilh veftmeJit of yellow 
velvet ; and the more ftrongly to mark our refpedt we feated ourfelvcs oppofite to him 
on the ground. 

When he underftood who we were, and the objeft of our voyage, he told us, that 
he himfelf and ;dl his people w ould feci happy in the friendfhip of the King of Spain, 
and glad to be confidered his vaflals ; that he would receive us in his ifland as his own 
children ; that we might come on fhore and remain there as fafe as in our own houfes ; 
and that as a token of his afieftion for the King our Sovereign, his ifland Ihould no 
longer bear the name of Tadorc but be called Caftille. 

• In the Atlas of Robert there are here a number of fmall iflands, among which arc Regalarda and Siapi, 
names which bear a flmilitude to Zangalura and Ciau, or Siaii. Sonnerat alfo fpeaksof this laft. In the 
note of the iflands of the King of Ternatc appear Karkitang, Para, Sangalouhan, and Siau. 

f Paghinzara, Tulaut, and Mahono are contained in the fame note 

) Zoar and Mean arc in the fame fpots on which Robert has placed Saranbal and Meyan. 

$ Now Tidor. 
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We then made a prefent to him of the chair on which he fat, and the drefs he wore: we 
likewife gave him a piece of fine cloth, four yards of fcarlct, a veft of brocade, a yellow 
damalk cloth, fomc other Indian cloths of filk and gold, a very fine piece of Cambayan 
chintz, two caps, fix firings of beads, twelve knives, three large mirrors, fix pair of 
fcilfars, fix combs, fome glafs goblets gilt, and other things. To his fon we prefented 
a piece of Indian cloth of filk and gold, a large mirror, a cap, and two knives. We 
likewife made prcfents to each of the nine pcri'onages who attended him, of a piece of 
filk, a cap, and two knives ; and to the remainder of his fuite, of each a cap, knife, 
&c. continuing our gifts till the King defired us to ceafe. He faid he was forry that 
he had nothing with which to prefent the King of Spain that was worthy of his ac- 
ceptance but himfclf. He recommended us to moor our vcflels near the houfes, and 
authorized us, in cafe any of his people fhould attempt to rob us during the night, to 
five at them. After this he departed highly fatisfied with us ; but on no occafion 
would he bend the head, notwithfianding we frecjucntly bowed to him. On his 
departure we fired a falutc from all our guns. 

d'his King is a Moor, that is to fay an Arab*, about forty-five years of age, tole- 
rably well made, and of handfome countenance. His drefs cQnfified of a very fine 
fliirt, the fleeves of which were embroidered with gold ; from the w'aifi to the feet he 
wore a loofe drapery ; his head was covered by a veil of filk, and over this veil he 
wore a garland of flowers. His name is Rajah Sooltaun Manzoor. lie is an eminent 
afirologer. 

On Sunday, loth November, wc had a fecond interview with the King, who en- 
quired what our feveral appointments w'ere, and what our pay ; in which articles we 
fatisfied his curiofity. He likewife begged us to favour him with a feal of the King 
and a noyal ftandard ; being folicitous, he faid, that his ifland, as well as that of 
Tarenatcf, over which he intended to place as fovereign his grandfon, who was called 
Calanogapi, fliould henceforth be fubjed to the King of Spain, for whom he would for 
the future contend : moreover, he added, if he fltould be fo unfortunate as to be over- 
come, he would in his own vcflTcls proceed to Spain, and carry with him thither the 
royal fignet and fiandard. He afterwards befought us to leave with him on our de- 
parture fome of our people, whom he w'ould hold more dear than all our merchandize, 
which would not, as he obferv(?d, fo long remind him, as the fight of thefe Spaniards, 
of our monarch the King of Spain. 

Remarking our folicitude to hafien the lading of our fliips with cloves, he told us, 
that not havfng a fufiicient quantity in the ifland in a dry fiate to anfwer our demand, 
he would fetch more from the ifland Bachian, w'here he trufied he fliould find the 
quantity we needed. 

This day being Sunday we made no purchafes. The fabbath of thefe iflanders is 
Friday. 

It will no doubt be pleafing to-you.iny lord, to receive information refpefting the iflands 
w'hirh produce cloves. 'I'hefc arc five in number : Tarenate, 'I’adore, Mutir, Machian, 
and Bachian |. 'I’arenate (Tcrnale) is the chief : the lafi King was fovereign of almoft 

the 

• By Moor and Arab Pigafetta alike means Mahomedan. 

f Mow Ternate. 

if It was formeily tliouglit that cloves were only found in thefe five illands, properly called the Moluc- 
cas; but they were afterwjuds found in other illands, to which, on this account, the name of Moluccas was 
extended; fo that at pufcnt aie comptifed under this name all the illands between the Philippines and 
Java.* The Du'cli, in order to monopolize the trade in cloves, endeavoured by force and llratagcm to 
idelltoy all the clove trees in the iflands not dependent on them, but did not fucceed. Subfequent on the 

French 



PIGAFETTA^S VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 361 

the whole of the other four. Tadore (Tidor), where we then was, has its own kinp. 
Mutir and Machian are independent republics; and when the Kings of Tarenate and 
1 adore are at war with each other, thefe two democratic dates furnilh Ibldiers to either 
party. 1 he lad of the iflands is Bachian, which has its didinci: fovereign. The whole 
of this didriQ:, in which cloves grow, is called Malucho (the Moluccas). 

Upon our arrival at Tadore, we were told that eight mouths before a Portuguefe 
died there, of the name of Francis Serano. He was captain-general of tlie King of 
larenate, who was at war with the King of Tadore. Serano obliged the latter to give 
his daughter in marriage to the former, and mod of the male children of the chief 
people of Tadore as hodages; — by thefe mcams peace was effeefed. Fron\this mar- 
riage ilTued the grandfon of the King Calanopagi, of whom we have before fpoken ; 
but the King of Tadore never fmcercly forgave Francis Serano, and fworc to be 
revenged : in faft fome years after this occurrence, when Serano repaired one day to 
d adore to buy cloves, the King had poifon adminidered to him in leaves of betre, 
and he lurvived but four days, d he King wdfhed to have him interred after the cudom 
of his country ; but three Chridian domedics, which Serano had taken with him, re- 
dded his intention. Serano, at his death, left a boy and girl yet infants, the iflue of a 
marriage contraclod by him in the ifland of Java. The whole of his property confided, 
almod cxclufively, in two hundred bahars of cloves (68,8oolbs. avoirdupois weight). 

Serano was an intimate friend of, and was even related to our unfortunate captain- 
gcncral ; and him it was who influenced him in undertaking this voyage : for wfliile 
Magellan was at Malacca, he learnt from Serano that he was at I'adore, where a very 
advantageous traffic might be carried on. Magellan did not lofc fight of this informa- 
tion, wlicn Don Immanuel reful'ed the finall incrcafe of pay he folicited of a tedoon per 
month ; a rccompenfe wffiich he thought his ferviccs to the crown had amply dc- 
ferved. In revenge, therefore, for the denial of a requed fo moderate, he repaired to 
Spain, and propoled tollis Majody thcEmpcror a voyage to Malucho by a wedern courfe, 
which propofition was lidened to, and originated the expedition on which we failed. 

Ten days after the death of Serano, the King of Tarenate, called Rajah Abulcist> 
who had married the daughter of the King of Bachian, declared war againd his fon- 
in-law, and drove him out of his ifland. His daughter left then her exiled hufband 
to mediate between her father and him, and while with her father for this purpofe die 
adminidered poilon to him, which took him off in the courfe of two days. At his 
death he left nine Ions: Chcchili-Momuli Jadorc-Vunghi, Chcchilidcroix, Cilinian- 
zoor, Cilipagi, Chialioochechilin, Catara-vajecu, Serich, and Calaiiogapi. ' 

On Monday, nth November, Chcchilidcroix, one of the foils of the King of 
Tarenate whom we have before mentioned, approached our vcfl'el with two pirogues, 
in which were men playing on gongs. He was dred in a robe of red velvet. We 
were afterwards informed that lie had with him the widow and children of Serano. 
Still he did not venture to come on board ; and on our part we dared not to invite 


French revolution ^reat changes took place in the South Sea. Pigafetta, who has given the Molucca Iflaiuls 
in his cliarts, Las likewife delineated on one of them a clove tree, which bears no reiemhlance to it whatever. 
Amorettj. As well as ill the Souili Sch, the clove-tree flonvinies in the Ifle of France; as will be fecn 
in the Voyage to the Ifle of France and Manila, by M. dt Guignes, whieli forms a part of this Colle^liun. 

1 he telloon of this time was of the value of hall a ducat, or about live fliillings. 
t When Brito or Breo was lent as a governor to the Molucca iflands in 151 1, Abukis was then 
fovereign of Ternate, and is called Rajah Beglif. 

It appears that when Pigafetta lifts the ch it has, after the manner of the Italivins, the found of k, 
and not that of the ch of the Fnglilh and Spaniards. FnC. Tit. 
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him without permiflion from the King of Tadore, who was his enemy, and m whofc 
port \v( vvrre : we confoquently font to learn his pleafure. His anfwcr was that we 
had full liberty to do as we pleafed. In the mean time Chechilideroix, feeing us hefi- 
tatc, became fufpicious, and kept a greater diftance, on which we were induced to fend 
a b(\at to him, with a piece of Indian cloth as a prefent, fome mirrors, feiffars, and 
knives, which he accepted with reluclance, and afterwards failed away. 

lie had with him an Indian who had turned Chriflian, and was called Manuel ; this 
man was fervant to Alphonfo dc Lorofa, who on the death of Serano had come from 
Bandan to Tarenate ; he imdcrlf ood the Portuguefc, and with the boat we fent came 
on board pur veflel, and informed us that the fons of the King of Tarenate, though at 
enmity with the King of d adore, were well inclined to abandon the King of Portugal 
for the monarch of Spain. By his means we conveyed a lett.er to Lorofa inviting him 
on board, and afluriiig him of our friendly intentions. In the fequel we lliall fee that 
he attended to our invitation. • 

On enquiry into the cudoms of the country, I learnt that the King may have as 
many w'onien as he pleai’es, but that only one of them is regarded as his queen, the 
others l)t*ing reckoned flaves. AVithout the town he had a large houfe, in which w^re 
two hundred of his moll handfomc women, with an equal number to wait upon them. 
The King always eats by himfelf, or with liis queen, 011 a fort of elevatc'd platform, 
which commands a view of all his women, who are feated round him; and after dinner 
he felefts which of them pleafes him befl for his companion for the night. After the 
King has dined, provided he allows of it, his women all eat together; otherwile each 
dines in Iicr chamber by herfelf. No one is allowed to fee the King’s women but by 
exprefs permiflion from him ; and were any daring individual to approach the place 
of their abode, whether by day or by night, he would inftanily be put to death. In 
order that the King’s leraglio may be w'ell fupplied, each family is oblig(‘d to lurnifli 
him with one or two girls. The Rajah Soolfaun Manzoor liad twoiily-hx children ; 
of w'hich number eight w ere boys and eightetm girls In the illand of Tadore there is 
a kind of bilhop j, who had forty women and a vaft number of children. 

On Tueiday, i2th November, the King caufed a Ihed to be raifed for receiving our 
merchandize, which was completed in a fingle day. Thithc^r we carried all \\c defigned 
to barter, and three of our men were fet to guard the fame. d"he value fixed on the 
merchandize wo meant to exchange I'or cloves was thus fixed : for ten yards of red 
cloth of a line quality, a bahar of cloves w'as to he received. The bahar is four 
quintals and' lix pounds];, each quintal being one hundred pounds. AVe likewife 
were to have in barter the fame quantity of cloves for fifteen yards of inferior cloth, 
for fifteen axes, or thirty-five glafs goblets. After this ratio we difpofed of all our 
glafs to the King. Moreover, n bahar of clove s was the price given for feventeen cathils 
of cinnabar, for a hmiiar weight of quickfilver, for twenty-fix yards of linen, or twenty- 
live of a finer quality, for a hundred and fifty pair of feiffars, or as many knives, for ten 
yards of Guzzerat cloth § , for three gongs, or a hundred weight of copper. AVe fhould 

^ (Cook’s Third Voyage) obte^rves that wherever men or even animahi liave many females, more 

of the Rmiulne tue bom than of ilie mafeiiline gtuder; a circumilaiict eafy of explanation on the principle 
of tbe organic rnolecula: of Biiffon. The family of the King of Tidor is in proof of this afrertion, 
f 'Fhat i'i to fay a nmfti. 

% It is not clear what pounds Pigafetta alludca to, whether Spaniflr or Portuguefe ; if th^ pound of 
Seville, the bahar of Molucca will be equivalent to four hundred and twelve; if of Lifbon to four hundred 
and tep pounds uvoitdupois. 

^ 1 lie Guzzerat was a kingdom In India, fubjeft to the King of CcUiibsiya> of which Barbofa, a com- 
panion of Pigafetta, makcB meniion in Ramuilo, tome i. p-295. 
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have made great profit of our looking-glaffes, but mofl: of them were broke by the way, 
and the refidue were almoft wholly appropriated to himfelf by the King. Part of the 
merchandize I have mentioned was taken out of the junks we captured. We thus 
carried on a highly advantageous traflic ; but we Ihould have made it ftill more lucra- 
tive but for our eagernefs to return to Spain. Befidcs cloves, we every day laid in a 
confiderable flock of provifions, the Indians conftantly repairing to us in their barks, 
bringing goats, poultry, cocoa-nuts, bananas, and other edibles, which they gave us for 
things of little value. We at the fame time laid in a large quantity of an extremely 
hot water, which after an hour’s expofurc to the air becomes very cold. It is pre- 
tended that this quality of the water is owing to its ilTuing from the mountain of 
cloves In this we recognized the impofturc of the Portuguefe, who have Uudied to 
enforce a belief that there is no frcfli water in the Malucho Iflaiids, and that it mud 
be obtainc'd from very diftant countries. 

d he next day the King fent his/on Moffahap to the bland Mutir in fearch of cloves, 
that we miglu the fooner complete our lading. Tlie Indians, who we had taken on 
the way, cliofe this opportunity of fpcaking to the King, and of inicreding him in their 
behali. Me accordingly begged them of us, in order, as he fnid, that he might fend 
tliem home, accompanied by five of the iflanders of Tadore, who by this means 
w ould iiave an opportunity of fpcaking in praife of the King of Spain, and thus render 
the Spanilh name dear to and refpeftable among thofe nations. We delivered up to 
him ill coni’cquence the three women wc intended to prefent to the of Spain, as 

well as all tlu! men we had taken, thofe only of Burnc excepted. 

'The King begged of us another favour: it was that we would kill all the fwine wc 
had on board, for which he oflered us ample compenfation in goats and poultry. We 
accordingly complied with his requelt, and killed them between decks that the Moors 
might not fee them ; for fuch is their abhorrence of this animal, that when by chance 
tiuy meet one they Ihut their eyes and put their fingers to their nofe, that they may 
neither fee it nor fmell the odour it dilRifes. 

The fame evening the Portuguefe, Peter Alphonfo de Lorofa, came on board our 
velh:l in a pirogue. We were informed that the King had fent to admonifh him 
prc'vioiifly, that, though he was from Tarcnate, he muil take efpecial care, as he lliould 
anlwer lor a di!lerent condud, to be finccre in his replies to the questions wc might 
put to him. Ill fad, on hus coming on board, he gave us information on every matter 
iiUereiling to us. A\'c I(‘anit from him that he had been lixtceii ye ars iii India, of 
whicii lie had pafl'cd tern in the Malucho iflands, whither lie had come with the firft 
Portuguefe, \vho had adually bcvii eftalilifhed there that fpace of time, though this was 
kept a jirofouiul fecret. He added, that a large veflel, eleven months before', had ar- 
rived at the Malucho Ifiands fremi Malacca, to load with cloves, and had diedively 
taken in a cargo ; but that it liad been detained for fe^vcral meinths by bad weather at 
Bandan. This veflel came from Europe; and the Portugude captain, who was called 
Triflau di Menezes, told Lorol’a, that the moH; important news at that lime was that 
a fqiiadron of five velTels, under the command of Eernandez Magellan, had failed from 
Seville^ to make tlie difeovery of Malucho *in the name of the King of Spain; and 
that the King of Portugal, who was the more vexed at this expedition from its being 
a lubjecl of his who fought to do him the injury, had i'ent veflels to the Cape of Good 

• It has been remarked that many iflands of the South Sea arc volcanic ; confeqiicnlly the hot water 
is merely a rtfuii of this circumflancc, or the cxitlencc of pyrites in the fubtcrvancan clianncls throiuWi 
which the water runs previous to its riling to the day. 
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Hope, and to Cape Sta. Maria * in the country of the cannibals, to intercept his paffage 
into ih'.' liicliaii Sea, but that they had not met with him. Having received informa- 
tion of his pafling by another fea, and that he was gone to the Malucho iflands by a 
weftern palKige. he had ordered Don Diego Lopez de Sicheraf, his capiain-in-chief 
in the Imfics, to fend fix Ihips of war to Malucho againft Magellan j butSichera being 
informed that the Turks were at this time preparing a fleet againft Malacca, had previ- 
oufly been obliged to difpatch fixty fliips againft them to the Strait of Mecca, in the land 
of Judah J ; and having found the Turkifh galleys here caft on Ihore near the ftrong 
and handlome town of Adem, they fucceeded in burning them all. This expedition 
prevented the Portuguefe captain-general eflefting what he was ordered againft us ; but 
Ihortly after he prepared a galeon of two tier of bombards to attack us, commanded by 
Francis Faria, a Portuguefe. Neither did this galeon proceed to the Malucho Iflands 
againft us ; for, whether owing to running on the flioals near Malacca, or to currents 
and contrary winds, it was obliged to return to the pqrt whence it came. Lorofa added, 
that a few days before, a caravella with two junks had come to the Malucho Iflands to 
obtain intelligence refpeding us. The junks went in the interval to Bachian to load 
with cloves, having feven Portuguefe on board, who, notwithftanding the remon- 
ftrances of the King, refufing to refped the perfons either of rhe women or the inha- 
bitants, nay, or the King himfelf, were all of them maflacred. On learning this, the 
captain of the caravella judged expedient to fail as quickly as pofliblc, and return to 
Malacca, leaving the two junks at Bachian, w'ith four hundred bahars of cloves (be- 
tween feventy and eighty tons), and a fufiiciency of merchandize to barter for a hun- 
dred more. 

He likewife told us that a number of junks go every year from Malacca to Banda, 
to buy mace and nutmegs, and thence come to the Malucho iflands to load with cloves. 
The voyage from Banda to the Malucho iflands is effeded in three days, and that from 
Banda to Malacca in a fortnight. 'Phis commerce is the moft profitable to the King 
of Portugal of any carried on with thefe iflands, and in confequence the greateft care 
is ufed in keeping it fecret from the Spaniards. 

What Lorofa communicated was very interefting to us ; we therefore endeavoured 
to perfuade him to embark with us for Europe, holding out to him the expedation 
of fome valuable appointment from the King of Spain. 

On Friday, i flh November, the King told us he was about to proceed to Bachian 
to take poireflion of the cloves left there by the Portuguefe, and requefted prefents of 
us for the King of Mutir, to whom he meant to give them in the name of the King 
of Spain. He amufed himfelf in the interval of their preparation, while on board our 
fhip, in feeing the exercife of our difterent arms, that is to fay, the crofs-bow, the 
berfil §, a weapon larger than the fufil, and the mulket. He fliot thrice from the crofs- 
bow, but could not be induced to fire the mufket. 

Oppofite to Tadorc is a very large 'fiiind called Giailolo ||, inhabited by Moors and 
Gentiles. The Moors have two kings, one of w'hom, as we were informed by the 

* The no.thern cape of tlie Rio della Plata. 

f Boifmcle, Hilloire de la Marine, fayn that Lopez de Sichera went to the Indies In 1593. 

Rather jedda on the Red Sea, a port through which the commtice of Mecca is carried on. This 
account relates to the unfortunate expedition which Solyman the Magnificent undertook, at the inftiga- 
tion of the Ve-netians, ajrainfl the eftablilhr.ients of the Portuguefe in the Indies, to bring hack to the 
Red Sea tlie commerce which the navigation round the Cape ot Good Hope of the Portuguefe had anni- 
hilated. 1 he Venetians furnKhed the Ottoman for this purpofe with the requifitc timber for building 
the ‘Ihips, and the artillery. (Robertfon, Difquiiition on Ancient India, feft. iii.) 

§, The berfil is a large kind of crofs-bow. U Gilolo. 
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King of Tadore, had fix hundred, and the other five hundred and twenty-five chil- 
dren. The Gentiles have not fo many wives as the Moors, nor are they fo fuper- 
flitious. The firft thing they meet in the morning is the object of their adoration 
during the day. 'I’he King of the Gentiles is called Rajah Papua ; he is very rich in 
gold, and inhabits the interior of the illand. Here are feen, growing among the rocks, 
reeds as large round as a man’s leg which are full of excellent water * ; of ihefe we pur- 
chafed a number. The ifland of Giailolo is fo large that a boat with difficulty can 
make the tour of it in four months. 

Saturday, i6th November, one of the Mooriffi Kings of Giailolo came, with a num- 
ber of boats, on board our veffel. We made him a prefent of a green danjafk velt- 
ment, two yards of red cloth, fomc looking-glafi'es, feiffitrs, knives, combs, and two 
glafs goblets gilt, which much delighted him. He told us very politely that as we 
were friends of the King of Tadore he dteemed us dfo as h’s friends, fince he loved 
that monarch as dearly as his own* Ion. He invit(*d us t(^ vilit his country, afl'uring 
us we ffiould be treated with great diftiiudion. This King is very powerful, and much 
refpectod in all the neighbouring iflands. He is of great age, and is called Juffu. 

The next morning, Suitdav, the fame King made us a I'econd vifit, and wdfhcd to 
fee the ilianncr in which we fougiit and difeharged our bombards ; at the exhibition 
we made in confequence of his requed, he appeared to be greatly pleafed, for in his 
youth he had been of a very martial difpofition. 

The next day 1 went on Ihore to fee the clove-tree, and notice the manner in which 
it fruits ; the refult of nty obfervations was as follows : the clove-tree attains a pretty 
confiderable height, and its trunk is about as large as a man’s body, varying nmre or 
lefs according to its age. Its branches extend very wide about the middle of the 
trunk, but at the fummit terminate in a pyramid. Its leaf refembhxs that of the laurel, 
and the bark of it is of an olive colour. Tiie cloves grow at the end of fmall branches, 
in clullcrs of from ten to twenty ; and the tree, according to the feafon, fends forth 
more on one fide than the other, d'he cloves at firft are white ; as they ripen they 
become reddifli, and blacken as they dry. I here are annually two crops gathered, the 
one at Chriftmas, the other about St. lohn the Rapiift’s day, that is to fay about the 
time of the two folfiices, feafons in which the air is more temperate in this country 
than at the other periods of the year, though the hottell of the two is tliat of the 
winter foKtice, when the fun is here at its zeniili. ^V"hcn the year is hot, and the 
quantity of rain that falls is little, the amount of the crop of each ifland is from three 
to four hundred baharst- The clove-tree grows only on the mountains, 'and dies if 
tranfplanted to the plain |. The leaf, the bark, and the woody part of the tree, have 
as ftrong a fmell and a flavour equally potent with the fruit itfelf. If this lull be not 
gathered juft at the proper feafon it becomes fo large and fo hard that no part of k 
remains good but the rind, 'fhere are no clove-trees of prime quality but in the moun- 
tains of the five iflands of Malucho ; for though fome grow in the ifland of Giailolo, 
and on the illet Mare between I’adore and Muiir, the ft uit of them is inferior. It is 
faid that fogs give them thdr fuperior degrejj of perfedion in thofe iflands; however 
this may be, we certainly did lemark every day that a fog, refembling thin clouds, 

* The hamhno, a teed which natural y contains n liquor verv pood to drink. 

•f From lifiy.fivc to fi v my thru tons tor each id iiid, or for the whole five, from two hundred and 
fevtnty-fivc to ihicc huinltnl anO li ty five tons ; an ann-zinp quan' it y certainly, but not more than ad. qiiate 
to the confun.ption of Alia, Europe, and Aincnca, which arc fupplied even now chiefly fiom thil'c illaiiJs 
with clovts. Eng. I'r • 

J The Duith have lince fuuiul that they fuccecd equally well in the plain, 
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enveloped firfl: one and then another of the mountains of thefe iflands. Each inhabitant 
poffellfs foine clove-trccs, which he attends to hirafclf, and the fruit of which he 
gather.', but he ufes no fpecies of culture. In different iflands cloves bear different 
names : they are called bongalavan at Sarangani, at I'adore ghomodes, and in the 
rofidue of the Malucho iflands, chianche. 

This ifland likewife produces nutmeg-trees *, which rcfemble our walnuts as well 
in the appearance of the fruit as in the leaves. The nutmeg when gathered is like a 
quince in fhape, colour, and the down with which it is covered, but it is fmaller. The 
outward hufl't is of the fame thicknefs as the green one of the walnut ; beneath, a thin 
inembrape or tiffue envelopes the mace, which, of a very lively red colour, inclofes the 
ligneous fliell containing the nutmeg. 

Ginger alfo grows on this ifland ; in a green flatc it is eaten in the fame manner 
'.IS bread. Ginger is not, properly fpcaking, the produce of a tree, but of a fort of 
flirub, which fhoots up fuckers about a fpan in len»gth, firnilar to the fhoots of canes, 
the leaves, too, like thofe of the cane, except in their being more narrow. 'I hefe fhoots 
are of no value, the root only being the ginger ufed in commerce. Green ginger is 
not fo flrong by much as when dried j and to dry it lime is ufed, for otherwife it 
could not be preferved. 

The houfes of thefe iflanders are built in the fame manner as thofe of the neigh- 
bouring iflands, but they are not raifed fo high from the ground, and are furrounded 
with canes fo as to form a hedge. 

I'he women of the country arc- u;.',ly ; they go naked, as the females in the other 
iflands, merely covering their fexual parts with a cloth made of the bark of trees. 
The men in like manner go naked ; and, notwithrtanding the uglinefs of their wives, 
arc very jealous of them. I'hey wei*e efpecially very angry at f(?eing us land w'ith our 
brayettesf open, as they were apprehenfivc this mode of drefs might act as a pro- 
vocative to their women. Men and w'omen alike go unfliod. 

They make their cloths from the bark of trees in the following manner. They 
take a piece of bark and foak it in water until foftened ; they then beat it with flicks, 
to make it flretch to the length and breadth they think proper ; after which it refemble# 
a piece of ratv fdk, with the membrane interlaced beneath as if it was woven J. 

Their bread is thus made from the wood § of a tree which rcfembles the palm. 
They take a piece of this wood, and after clearing it from certain black and long 
thorns, pound it, and make it into a bread they call fagou. Of this bread they lay in 
ftorc when 'Uiey go on voyages. 

The iflanders of Ternate came every day to us in their boats fo offer us cloves ; 
but as we expeCted others from Machian, on the return of the King, we refufeu to 
buy of the other iflanders, at which thofe of Ternate were much hurt. 

On Sunday night, 24th November, the King returned to the found of gongs, and 
paffed betw'een our veffels. We fa! mod him, to fhew our refpeCt, with feveral dif- 
charges of bombards. He informed us that, in confequcnce of orders he had given, 

^ Myiift tea officinalis. Linn. 

f This has reference to the flit drefles anciently worn by the Spaniards. 

'I At the pvefent day a fort of cloth is manufactured, in the manner here deferibed, from the bark of 
trees; an account of which may be fecn in Cook. (Firil Voyage, bf)f)k ii.) 

§ It is not of the wood but of the pith of the todda-panna of the hortus malabaricus that fago is pre*- 
pared. In tlie Molucca Iflands the tree is called landau ; it is of the palm fpccics : of the down of its 
lcav#8 a cottony cloth is made ; its fibres ferve for making cordage ; its leaves to cover houfes ; like other 
palms it yields wine ; and its pith the nourifliing fago. £ng. Tr. 
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we fliould have, in the four fuccceding days, a confiderable quantity of cloves. In 
fact, on Monday we had brought to us a hundred and fevcnty-one cathils*, which 
were weighed without deducing the tara, o-r tare, allowed on buying for the confe- 
quent diminution of the weight of fpices when taken frefli. Thefe cloves fent by the 
King being the firft we took on board, and forming the chief objed of our voyage,, 
we difcharged feveral guns as a figiial of rejoicing. 

On 'I'uefday, 26th November, the King came to pay us a vifit ; and told us he had 
done for us, in leaving his ifland, what none of his predecelfors had ever done for any 
one before ; but that he had refolved on giving this mark of friendlhip to the King of 
Spain and to us, that we might the fooner complete our cargoes and proceed home, 
and the fooner return with additional forces to revenge the death of his father, who had 
been killed in an ifland called liuni f, and whofe corpfe had been caff into the fea. 
He added, it was cuflomary at Tadore, when a veffei received the firft part of her cargo 
of cloves, for the King to give an entertainment to the failors or tnerchants of the 
velTeis, and ofler up prayers for their happy return. He, at the lame time, intended 
to give a feaft in honour of the King of Bachian, who, w iili his brother, had come to 
pay him a vifit ; and for that purpofe he had cauletl the ilreets and highways to be 
fwept clean. 

'J’his invitation generated fufpicion, and this the more from our learning that at the ‘ 
fpor where we took took in water three Portiiguele had been murdered a fhort time 
before by iflanders concealed in a neighbouring wood. Moreover the inhabitants of 
'I'adorc were IVequently leeii converfing with the Indians whom we had made prifoners; 
hence, notvvitliflanding a difii rcnee of opinion among ns, lome feeling inclined to 
accept the invitation ol' the King, the remembrance of what had happened at the fatal 
feaft of Ziibu prevailed in caufing us to decline being of the party. We, however, fent 
to return our thanks f(W his civility to the King, and to excufe our non-attendance on 
the occafion, beleeehing him to repair as loon as pollible on board our fliips, that we 
might deliver to him the lour Haves we had promifed, as wc intended to fail the firft 
fine weather. 

I'he King came on board the fame day, without the lead fyinptom of iniftruft. lie 
faid he came among us as into his own lioul'e ; and afl'urcd us he felt very much hurt 
at a departure lb bidden and fo unufual ; as veifels in general are thirtv days in taking 
ill their cargoes, though we had completed ours in !o much kfs time. He added, if he 
had allifted us, even by the unprecedented ftep of leaving his own ifland, to hafteii oiir 
lading with cloves, he had no intention thereby of precipitating our departin'. He 
afterwards noticed that this was not a fit feafon to navigate thefe feas on ticcount of 
the fliallows near lianda ; and admoniihed us of the probability there exiited at this 
inftant of our meeting with vefiels of our enemies the Portnguelc. 

When he faw that all he had laid failed of its efl'ed, “ Very well then,” added he, 

“ I (hall return you the prefents made me in the name of the King of Spain ; for if 
you depart without allowing me time to get ready the prefents fuitablc to the dignity 
of your King, which 1 am now preparing, all the kings my neighbours will efteem the 
Sovereign of Tadore one of the moft ungrateful of men, in accepting favours from a 
monarch fo powerful as that of Caftillc, without making a return. I hey will further 
lay that you went away in this hurry merely from apprehcnfiori of fome treachery on 
my part, and thus lhall I be ftigmatized for the remainder of my life with the odious 

• Moft probably this fliould be ba^'ars inftead of catblls. 

f Boorooj of which more will be faid in courfc of the narrative*-. * 


name 



3^8 pigafetta’s voyage round the world. 

name of traitor.” After this fpeech, to remove all fufpicion of his good faith, he caufed 
the knrnn to be brought to him, devoutly kifled it, and placed it four or five times on 
his head, uttering lowly certain words, which were an invocation called Zambihan. 
1 hen, in the prefence of us all, he obferved aloud, that, he fwore by Allah (God) and 
the koran which he held in his hand, that he would conftantly remain a faithful friend 
of the King of Spain. He delivered the whole of this harangue almofl with tears in 
his eyes, and in fuch an affefting manner that we were induced to procraftinale our 
ftay at I'adorc a fortnight longer. 

We then delivered him the King’s feal and the royal ftandard. We were after- 
wards informed thac fome of the chiefs of the ifland had advifed him to maffacre the 
whole of us, and thus ingratiate himlelf with the Portuguefe, who would be able to allifl 
liim better than the Spaniards, in revenging hiinfclf on the King of Bachian ; but the 
King of 1 adore, faithful and loyal, repelled the propofal with indignation. 

On Wednefday, ayih, the King caufed an advertifement to be publilhed, bearing 
that any one was at liberty to fell us cloves, which’afforded us an opportunity of pur- 
chafing a great quantity. 

Friday, the King of Machian arrived at Tadore with fevcral pirogues ; but he would 
not go on fliorc, as his father and brother, baniflied from Machian, had taken refuge on 
that ifland. 

Saturday, the King of Tadore came on board our vcflel with the governor of 
Machian, his nephew, of the name of Iloomai, about twenty-five years of age ; and 
learning that wc had no more cloth remaining, he generoufly lent home for and gave 
us three yards of a red colour, to enable us, with the addition of fome other articles, 
to make a prefent to the governor, worthy of his rank ; this we did j and on their 
departure faluted tlicm with our artillery. 

On Sunday, ifl December, the governor of Machian took his leave; we were 
informed that, befides what we had given, the King had likewife made him prefents, 
to induce him to expedite the fending us cloves. 

On Monday the King undertook another voyage with a fimilar purpofe to the pre- 
ceding. 

Wednefday being the feflival of St. Barbc, and at the fame time that w'C might fhew 
refpeft to the King who had now returned, we fired a general falute from our great 
guns, and in the evening exhibited fire-works, w'ith which the King was extremely 
delighted. ^ 

On Ihprfday and Friday wc purchafed a large quantity of cloves, W'hich were 
afforded us at a low rate on account of our being near the time of our departure. 
We received a bahar (four hundred and ten pounds) for a few yards of ribband, and 
a hundred pounds weight for a few f'mall chains of braf's, which only cofl a marcel *. 
And as every failor was anxious to carry to Spain as much as he could, every one bar- 
tered his property for cloves. 

Saturday, three fons of the King of Tarenate with their wives, who were daughters 
of the King of I’adore, came to our fhips. The Portuguefe, Pedro Alphonfo dc 
Lorofa, was with them. Wc made a prefent of a glafs goblet gilt to each of the bro- 
thers, and gave to the three women feifl'ars and other trifles. We likewife fent fome 
trinkets to another daughter of the King of Tadore, widow of the King of Tarenate, 
who objeded to coming on board our Ihip. 

coin.ttruck by the Doge NIcolo Marcello, in 1473, and worth 

Sunday 
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Sunday, being the day of the Conception of the Virgin Mary, we fired, in order to 
•celebrate the fame, a number of bombards, threw feveral fhells, and let off many 
rockets. 

On Mondayi the 9th, the King came on board our fhip with three of his women, 
who carried his betre. I inufl: here obferve that kings and the members of the 
royal family alone have the privilege of taking their wives abroad with them. The 
fame day the King of Giailolo came a fecond time to fee us exercife our guns. 

As the day fixed for our failing drew nigh the King was frequent in his vifits, and 
at was very vifible that he felt great concern on the occafion. He told us among 
other flattering things that he was like the fuckling about to lofe its mother’s, breaft. 
He begged of us fome berfils for his defence. 

He counfelled us not to navigate during the night on account of the lhaliows in 
4hefe feas ; and on our informing him that we intended to fail by night as well as by 
day in order the fooner to arrive in Spain, he replied, in that cafe, he could do nothing 
better than pray himfclf, and caufe prayers to be offered up to the Almighty for the 
fuccefs of our voyage. 

In the mean time Pedro Alphonfo with his wife came on board our veffel bringing 
with him all his eft'efts to return with us to Europe. Two days after Chechilidcroix, 
fon of the King of Tarenate, came in a boat well manned, and invited him on board ; 
but Pedro Alphonfo, who fufpedled him of fome bad intention, declined compliance 
W'ith his invitation, and at the fame time advifed us not to fuffer him to enter our fliips, 
which counfel we followed. Wo afterwards were informed that Chechilidcroix, being 
on very frientlly terms with the Portuguefe captain of Malacca, had formed a plan, to 
feize Pedro Alphonfo, and deliver him into his cuflrody. When he found liimfclf 
prevented, he grumbled much, and threatened to punifli thofe with whom Lorofa had 
lodged, for fullering him to leave the ifland without permiflion from him. 

'i’he King had informed us that the King of Bachian was about to make him a vifit, 
with his brother w'ho was to marry one of his daughters, and intreated us to honour 
their arrival with a falute. In fad; on the 15th December he arrived, and we did as 
requefted, not firing however the guns of largeft calibre, on account of the heavy 
lading we had on board. 

The King of Bachian with his brother, defigned for the hufband of the daughter 
of the King of Tadorc, came in a large galley with three tier of rowers on each fide, 
in all a hundred and twenty. The veffel was adorned with feveral pavillions formed 
of parrots’ feathers, yellow, red, and white. As it failed along the rowers’bcat time 
with their oars to the mufic of gongs and other inftruments. In two boats were the 
young girls to be prefented to the bride. I'hey faluted us by making the tour of the 
veffel and the port. 

As etiquette forbids one king fetting foot on the territory of another, the King of 
Tadore paid a vifit to the King of Bachian in his galley. I'he latter, on feeing the 
King arrive, rofe from the carpeft on w'hich he was feated in order to give him the feat 
of honour, but the vifitor from civility declined the diftinftion and feated himfelf 
beyond, leaving the carpet between. The King of Bachian then tendered five hun- 
dred patolles as a fort of compenfation for the wife to be bellowed on his brother. 
Thefe patolles are cloths of filk and gold, manufactured in China, and much fought 
after in thefe iflands. In barter for each of them three bahars of cloves, more or 
lefs, are given according to the quantity of gold on the cloth and the value of the 
workmanfliip. At the death of any of the chiefs of the country, the parents wear 
ihefe clothes. 
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On Monday, the King of ladore fent a dinner to the King of Bachian carried by 
fifty women dreft in garments of filk e>:tending from the waift only to the knees. 
'I'hey marched tvVoand two with a naan between them. Each of them carried a large 
dilli in which were finall plates containinp; different ragouts. 'Fhe men carried wine 
in large vafcs. Ten of the oldeft women performed the office of miftreffes of the 
ceremony. In this order they proceeded to the veffel and prcfented the whole to the 
King who was feated on a carpet beneath a red and yellow catiopy. On their return 
the women faftened on fome of our people whom curiofity induced to be prefent on 
the paffing of the proceffion, and who were unable to relcafc themfelvts until they had 
made them fome trifling profents. The King of Tadore next font provifions to us, 
confifting of goats, cocoa-nuts, win es, and other edibles. 

The fame day we hoifted a net v fet of fails on which were painted the crofs of 
St. lago de Compoftclla, with this infeription: questa e la eigura dela nostra 

BUENAVENTURA*. ' 

On Tuefday, we prefented to the King fome of the mufquets we iiad taken from 
the Indians when we feized their junks, together with fome berfds, and four barrels 
of gunpowder. 

On board each of the veffels vve ihipped eighty tons -of water; we had to take in 
wood afterwards at the illand of Alare, near which our courfe laid, and where the King 
had fent a hundred men to get un a flock in roadinefs. 

The fame day the King of Bachian received permifhon from the King of Tadore to 
ceme on fhore to contraft an alliance with us. He was preceded by four men who 
car.ricd each a poignard raifed v'n their hands. He declared, in prefence of the King 
of I’adore and all his fuite, that he fhould ever be ready to devote himfelf to the fervice 
of the King of Spain ; that he would referve for him alone the cloves which the Por- 
tuguefe had left in his ifland until another Spanifh fquadron fhould come to take them 
on board, and would difpofe of the m to no other perfon without his confent ; and that 
he fhould fend him, by us, a llavf and two bahars of cloves : he would indeed have 
fent ten, but our veffels were fo deeply laden they could take no more on board. 

He likew ife prefented for the King of Spain two beautiful dead birds. They were 
of the fize of a thrulh, with a fmall head, long beak, legs of the length of a fpan, and 
thick as a writing pen : the tail of thefc birds refcmbles that of the thrufij alfo ; and 
they have no wings like other birvds, but, inftead, long feathers like tufts of different 
colours : the whole of the feathers, i‘hofe only excepted which are in lieu of wings, are 
of a dull ‘colour. This bird never fi'ics but when it blows. It is faid to come from 
the terreflrial Paradife, and is called bidondilallah, that is to fay, the Bird of Godf. 

The King of Bachian appeared to bi' feventy years of age. A very flrange matter 
was related to us concerning him : whenv -’ver about to combat his enemies, or to under- 
take any thing of importance, he previc'ufly fubmitted himfelf twice or three times 
to the enjoyment of one of his fervants, dt'ftined for this purpofe, in the fame manner 
as, according to Suetonius, Cmfar was wont to fubmit himfelf to Nicodemus. 

One day the King of Tadore fent to advf.fe the people who kept the warehoufe in 
which our merchandize was lodged, not to le ave their home during the night, becaufe, 

* This is the imaf'e of our good fortune. 

•f Pigafetta is poffibly the firft who undeceived the Europeans refpefting the bird of Paradife, (avia 
paradifiaca, Linn.) which previous to his relation was belicveoi to have no legs or feet, (on account of 
their being cut from all that came to Europe ;) and fo ftrongly did this opinion prevail, that the great 
ndturalift Aldrovandus (De Avib. book i. p. 807.) condemns our author for attributing legs and feet to 
them I Aldrovandus alfo gives a reprefentation of the bird without them. 
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as he obferved, there were iflanders who, by means of certain ointments, affumed the 
figure of men without heads, and who, if they chanced to meet any one they diiliked, 
laid hold of them by their hand and anointed the palm of it with their unguents, in 
confequence of which the perfdn fo anointed became ill and died in three or four days 
time. Whenever they meet with three or four perfons together, they do not touch 
but poffefs the art of ftupijFying them. The King added that he found it requifite to 
keep watch for them, and that he had already caufed many of them to be hung. 

Before any new houfe is inhabited it is cuitomary to furround it with a large fire, 
and give fcveral entertainments ; afterwards a fpecimen of every good thing produced 
in the ifland is faftened to the roof, and the people are then perfuaded that th? perfon 
about to dwell in the houfe will never know want of any thing. 

By W ednefday, in the morning, every thing was made ready for our departure. The 
kings of Tadore, Giailolo, and Bachian, as well as the fon of the King of Tarenate 
came to accompany us as far as ths ifland of Mare. The fhip La Vittoria failed firfl:, 
and flood out for fea awaiting the Trinidad ; but this veflTel was a long time in raifing 
the anchor, and when this w'as efteded the failors perceived /he leaked faft in the hold. 
The Vittoria then returned to her anchorage. Part of the cargo of the Trinidad was 
unfliipped, to allow of fearching for and flopping the leak ; but notwithftanding for 
this purpofe the vefl’el was laid on her fide, the water flill entered rapidly, as from a 
fpout, but the leak could not be found. The whole of this and the next day the 
pumps were kept going but without the leaft fuccefs. 

Upon intelligence of this, the King of Tadore came on board to alTift us in difeover* 
ing the leak, but his efforts in this view were ineffcdual. He ordered five divers, 
accuftonied to remain a long time under water, to examine the fltip externally : they 
continued under water more than half art hour, but could not find the leak ; and as, 
notwithflanding the pumps were kept continually going, the w'ater flill increafed on 
us, he went to the other fide of the ifland for three men capable of keeping, a longer* 
time under water than thofe who had dived before. 

The next morning early he returned with them. Thefc men dived into the fea, 
with their long hair loofe, in expectation that the water ftreaming through the leak, 
by bearing their hair with it would point out the fpot * j but after an hour fpent under 
water, in a vain fearch, they came up again to the furface. The King feemed much 
affcClcd at this misfortune, fo much fo indeed, that he offered to go himfclf to Spain 
to acquaint the King witli what had befallen us ; but we informed him, that as wc had 
two veflels we might complete our voyage in the remaining one, which hottever 
muff fail Ihortly, to take advantage of the eaft winds which then began to blow ; 
that in the mean time the Trinidad might be careened, and afterwards under 
favour of the weft winds reach Darien, which is on the other fide of the fea, in the 
land of Diucatanf. The King then remarked that he had two hundred and fifty fhip- 
wrights, who ffiould be employed in refitting the veflel under diredion of our people ; 
and that fuch of our crews as remained for the purpofe ffiould be treated as his own 
children. This promife he made in a manner fo truly afleCting, as to draw tears 
from our eyes. 

• Tills miglit have happened ; the floating hair, if the divers had been near the fpot, by being draw* 
to the leak would have pointed it out. At prefent hards of hemp are put into a fail, which is palTed 
under the (hip’s bottom ; the water carries thefc hards with it tlirough the chinks or holes, and thus de- 
fignates the leak. 

+ Yucatan in America, near the Gulf of Mexico, where is the Ifthmns of Darien. This vcPel* 
however, remained at Tidor, and became prize to the Portuguefc. (Hift. Gcnerale des Voyages, 
tome xiv. p. 99.) 
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We who were on board the Vittoria, apprehenfive of her being too heavily laden,' 
which might occafion her foundering at fea, determined on landing fixty quintals of 
cloves, and caufed them to be tranfported to the houfe in which the crew of the Tri- 
nidad were lodged. Some of our party, however, refolved on remaining in the Malucho 
Iflands, either from fear of our veflel being unable to fultain a voyage of fuch length, 
or from remembrance of what they had already endured before they reached thefe 
illands, and dread of perilhing of hunger in midll of the ocean. 

On Saturday, 21ft December, St. Thomas’s day, the King of Tadore brought us 
two pilots whom we paid beforehand to take us through the channels of the iflands. 
They told us the feaibn for beginning our voyage was excellent, and that the fooner 
we faile'd the better it would be; but being under neceffity of waiting for the letters 
of our comrades, who remained at the Malucho illands, to their friends in Spain, we 
did not weigh anchor till noon. The two vclTels then bade adieu to each other by a 
reciprocal difeharge of artillery. Our comrades followed us as far as they were able 
in their boat, and we parted in tears. Juan Carvajo remained at Tadore with fifty- 
three Europeans and thirteen Indians. 

The governor, or miniftcr, of the King of Tadore, accompanied us as far as the 
ifland Mare; and fcarcely had we arrived there before four boats came alongfide our 
velTel, laden with wood, which in lefs than an hour was taken on board. 

All the Malucho illands produce cloves, ginger, fago (the tree of which bread is 
made), rice, cocoa-nuts, figs, bananas, almonds of larger fize than ours, pomegranates 
fwcet as well as acidulous, fugar-canes, melons, cucumbers, pumpkins, a fruit called 
comilicai *, extremely rcfrelhing, and of the fizc of a water melon, a fruit refembling a 
peach, and called guava f, befides other vegetables good to eat ; oil is likewife extratted 
from the cocoa-nut and gengili. As for ufeful animals, here are goats, fowls, and a 
fpecies of bee, not larger than an ant, which builds its hive in the trunks of trees, iir. 
which it depofits its honey, of excellent flavour. There is a great variety of parrots, 
among others white ones, called catara, and red ones denominated nori, which are the 
moll valued, not only on account of the extreme beauty of their plumage, but alfo 
for their fpeaking more plainly the words they are taught than the others do. A 
parrot of this fpecies cofts a bahar of cloves. 

Scarcely fifty years arc pafl fince the Moors firft came to and fubdued the Malucho 
Iflands, and introduced their religion. Before this they were peopled by Gentiles, who 
paid but little attention to the clove-trees. 

The ifland Tadore lies in latitude twenty-feven minutes north, longitude one hundred 
and fixty one degrees from the line of demarcation. It is nine degrees thirty minutes 
fouth-eaft by fouth of the firft ifland of this archipelago, called Zamal. 

The ifland Tarenate lies in latitude ioriy minutes north. Mutir is exaftly upon the 
equino(ftiai line. 

Machian is fituate in latitude fifteen minutes fouth. Bachian in latitude one degree 
fouth. 

Tarenate, Tadoie, Mutir, and Machian have high and cone-fliaped mountains on- 
which the clove-tree grows. Bachian, though the largeft, is not diftinguiflied from- 
the tour other iflands. its mountain of clove-trees is not fo much elevated nor fo. 
pointed at its fummit, as thofe of the other iflands, but its bafe covers a larger 
area. 

^ "A fpccics <-f anana, or pine apple. | Plidiuin pyrifera, Linn. 
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BOOK IV. 

Return from the Malucbo IJlands to Spain. 

KEEPING on our courfe we paiTed between feveral iflands, the names of which are 
as follow: Caioan, Laigoma, Sico, Giogi, Cafi, Laboan *, Toliman, Titameti, Bachian f, 
of which we have already fpoken, Latalata, labobi, Mata, and Batutiga. We were 
told that in the ifland of Cafi, the inhabitants are fmall as pigmies : they are fubiefl: to 
the King of Tadore. 

We fleered weftward of Batutiga, on a courfe weft-fouth-weft. Southward we faw 
feveral fmall iflands. Here the pilots from the Molucha Iflands recommended wefhould 
anchor in fome port, that we might not be fubjefl: to run afhore on the numerous iflets 
and fhallows. We confequently tasked to the fouth eaft, and made an ifland fituate in 
latitude three degrees fouth, diflant fifty-three leagues from Tadore. 

'1 his ifland is called Sulach J. The inhabitants are Pagans, and have no king : they 
are anthropophagi, and, both men and women, wear no other clothing than a fmall piece 
of cloth, made of the bark of trees, two fingers broad, which conceals their fexual 
parts. 'Ihere are in the neighbourhood other iflands, the inhabitants of which feed on 
human flcfh. The names of Idme of them are : Silan, Nofelao, Biga, Atulabaon, 
Lertimor, Tcnetum, Gonda, Kaiabruru, Manadan, and Bcnaia §. 

We afterwards coafled along the iflands Lamatola and Tenet urn. 

After a run of ten leagues in the lame direftion from Sulach, we came to an an- 
chorage on a large ifland called Buru, where we found provifions in abundance ; for 
example, hogs, goals, fowls, fugar canes, cocoa-nuts, fago, a dilh compofedof bananas 
called canali, and chiacares, known here by the name of nanga.. Chiacares || are a' 
fruit refcmbling water melons, but of which the rind is full of knobs. Internally it is 
full of fmall red feeds, fiinilar to the feed of the melon ; they have no lignous rind,, 
and are of a medullary fubftance, fimilar to that of our white beans, but larger ; they 
are very tender, and in taffe refemble chefnuts. 

We likewife found here another fruit fimilar in its exterior to pine cones, but of S' 
yellow colour j internally it is white, and when cut bears fome rcfemblance to a pear j: 
it is however much more tender than that fruit, and is of exquifite flavor : it is called 
comilicai 

1 he inhabitants of this ifland have no fovereign : they are gentiles, and, like the 
people of Sulach, go naked. 1 he ifland of Buru lies in latitude three degrees thirty 
minutes fouth, feventy-five leagues from the Malucho iflands **. 


* Laboan, or Labocca. is regarded at prefent as forming part of the ifland Bachian. f Hift. Generale der 
Voyages, tome xi. p. 14.) 

. t one of the five principal iflands called the Moluccas. Almoft all thefc iflands are laid down 

in chart xviii. of Monti, wlio, however, does not ftaie on what grounds he gives them. Many of the 
V^agCT in the note of the dominions of the King of Ternate, in Prewt'a Coll, of 

t The Xulla of Robert, and of Moll, the Xoula of the Dutch charts. 

} The Mthor, giving the names of the iflands merely from the account of the pilots, is oftentimes in- 
coriect. He mentions ten iflands, and has laid down only fix ; and of the ten he fpeaks of three or four 
he names again fliortly after. Leytimor is only a peninfulaof the ifland of Amboyoa. 
i. ‘‘If v«"«cofa. Linn. « The pine-apple. 

, . r:''’ de Bougainville calls this ifland Bocro. He places it in the lame latitude marked by our author 5 
Btiai'al' of^Pigafeur liilaruru, ind- 
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Ten leagues eaftward of Buru there is a l?ill larger ifland, which is little dillant from 
Giailolo, and is called Ambon *. It is inhabited by Moors and Gentiles ; the former 
dwell near the fea, the other in the interior. 'iJ’he latter are anthropophagi. The pro- 
dudions of this ifland are the fame as thofe of K'uru. 

Between Buru and Ambon are three iflands furt ounded by (hallows : to wit, Vudia, 
Kailaruru, and Benaia f. Four leagues fouth of the ifland of Buru lies the little ifland 
Ajubalaoj. 

At a diflance of thirty-five leagues from Buru, in the diredion fouth-wefl: by fouth, is 
the ifland of Banda, with thirteen other iflands. In fix of thefe iflands mace is grown, 
and nutmegs. The largeft is called Zoroboa ; the fmaller are Chelicel, Saniananpi, 
Fulai, Fuluru, and Rafoghin § ; the other feven ziT. Univcru, Pulan, Barucan, Lai- 
laca, Mamican, Man, and Meut ||. In thefe iflands nofhing is cultivated but fago, 
•rice, cocoa-nuts, banana, and other fruit trees. 'I'hcy lie very nesr each other, and are 
all of them inhabited by Moors who have no foveieign. Banda is fituate in latitude 
fix degrees fouth, longitude one hundred and fixty-three degrees thirty minutes, from 
the line of demarcation. As it laid out of our courfe we did not j^o thither. 

Steering fouth-wefl by weft from Buru, after traverfing eight degrees of latitude, we 
found ourfelves oft' three iflands, contiguous one to the other, called Zolot Nouma- 
mor, and Galian. While failing between thefe iflands we experienced a temped, which 
made us apprehenfive for our lives ; fo that we made a vow to go on pilgrimage to our 
Lady of Guida, provided we efcaped the threatened danger. We went direft before 
the wind, and made for a tolerably lofty ifland, called Mallua, where we anchored, but 
before we came to our anchorage, we fuft'ered much from the currents and fqualls 
which came from the gullies in the mountains. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are favages, and refemble beads more than men ; they 
are anthropophagi, and wear no other clothing in common than a narrow flip of cloth 
made from the bark of trees, to hide their privities j but when they go out to fight they 
cover their breads, back, and fides, with pieces of the buffalo’s hide, ornamented with 
comiole**, and the teeth of fwine : behind and before they attach tails made of goat’s 
Ikin. Their hair is turned up and fadened w'ith combs, having large teeth. Their 
beard they wrap up in leaves, and enclofe it in boxes made of reed, a cudom which 
made us laugh immoderately. In one word, they are the uglied people we met with in 
the whole courfe of our voyage. 

They have bags made of leaves of trees, in which they place their food and drink ; 
their bows hs well as their arrows are made of reeds. When their women fird per- 
ceived us, they advanced towards us with their bows in their hands in a menacing atti- 
tude, but on our making them fome trivial prefents we became good friends. 

We paffed a fortnight on this ifland in repairing the fides of our veffel, which were 
much drained in the dorm : we found on it goats, poultry, fifti, cocoa-nuts, wax, and 
pepper. For a pound of old iron wc received in barter fifteen pounds of wax. 

* Ambon is Ceram. From the native appellation the Dutch derived Ambaya, a name given to a fort 
on the fouih-wellern (hore of Ceram, and Amboyna the appellation of a fort and town conftruAcd in an 
ifland contiguous to Ceram. Eng. Tr. 

t In the Atlas of Robert are fecn the iflands Mcnga, Kelam, and Bone ; and in the Dutch chart, 
(Did. Gen. des Voyages, tome xi. ) Manipa, Kelam, and Bonoa. J At prefent called Amblaii. 

^ In tbe Dntcli chart are found Guananapi, Puloay, Pulorhun, and Rofingen. 

II The Recucilde Voyages pour I’ellabliffement de la Campagnie dca Indes, tome xi. p. 213, mentions 
the iflands Vayer, Tonjonburong, and Mumuak. 

^ I'hc Solor of modern charts. 

•• The corniolc alluded to appear to be univalve IhcUs, fuch aS terebratuli, &c. 
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There are here two kinds of pepper, long and round ; the fruit of the long pepper-tree 
refembles the flowers of the hazel. The plant, like the ivy, is a climber, which adheres 
to the trunks of trees ; but its leaves are fimilar to thofe of the mulberry. This pep* 
per is called lull. Round pepper grows on a like climber, but its fimit, as maize, is in 
ears, and is beaten out as that grain ; this fpecies of pepper is called lada. The fields 
of the country are covered with pepper plants, formed into bowers. 

At Mallua we took a man on board who engaged to conduit us to an ifland more 
abounding in provilions. The ifland Mallua lies in latitude eight degrees thirty minutes 
fouth longitude, one hundred and fixty-nine degrees forty minutes from the line of de- 
marcation. 

Our old pilot from the Maluccas related to us on our way that in thefe parts is an 
ifland called Arucheto, the itihabitants of which, men as well as women, are not more 
than a cubit high, and have cars as long as their body, fo that when they lie down to 
reft one ferves as a mattrafs to lie .upon, and the other for a coverlid *. Their hair 
is fliorn, and they go entirely naked : their voice is fliarp, and they run with much 
fwiftnefs. Tiieir dwellings are caverns under ground, and their aliment filh and a kind 
of fruit they obtain from between the back and ligneous body of a certain tree. This 
fruit, which is white and round as comfits made of coriander, is called by them ambu- 
lon. We would willingly have vifitcd this ifland, but were prevented by the fliallows 
and currents. 

On Saturday, 25th January, 1522, at twenty-two o’clock, (half-paft two), wc failed 
from the ifland Mallua, and after a courfe fouth-fouth-weft of five leagues, reached a 
tolerably large ifland called Timor. 1 went on fliore alone to treat with the chief of a 
village, called Amaban, for hogs. He offered me bufl'aloes, hogs, and goats ; but when 
the merchandize to be given in barter was mentioned we could not agree, as he re- 
quired much, and we had little remaining to give. Ifjion this W'e determined on re- 
taining the chief of another village, called l^alibo, who had come on board of his own 
accord, bringing his fon with him. \*.'’c told him if he wilhed to recover his liberty he 
mull procure for us fix bufl’aloes, ten hogs, and as many goats. 'I'liis man, who was 
apprehenfive of being put to death immediately, gave the necelTary orders for all we 
required to be brought to us j and as he had but five goats and two hogs, he gave us 
feven buffaloes inftead of fix. 'i’his effeefed, we lent him again on fhore, well latisfied, 
as on releafing him wc gave him fome linen, a piece of Indian cloth, filk, and cotton, 
fomc axes, Indian cutlalTes, knives, and mirrors. 

The chief of Amaban, to whom I firft went, had none but women to wait on him, 
who went naked like thofe of the other iflands. In their ears they wear fmall gold car- 
rings, to which they faften fmall fkeins of filk. On their arms they wear fo many 
bracelets of gold or brafs, as to cover the arms to the elbow. The men are likewife 
naked, but round their neck they have a collar of round plates of gold, and their 
is faftened up with combs of bamboo, ornamented with gold. Some, in lieu of golden 
rings, wear in their ears circles made from the neck of the pumpkin dried. 

White fandal is found on this ifland alone. It contains, as we have Ihewm, buffaloes, 
hogs, and goats, befides fowls and parrots of difi'erent plumage. Here, likewife, grow 

* It IB worthy of remark that this fingtilar fable is to be feen in Strabo fGeog, lib. XV.) Strabo copied 
it from Mega ilbenes, one of the captains of Alexander the Great. Even in our time thefe iflanders amufe 
tbemfclves with relating fimilar wonderful llories to travellers. Some of them wilhed to make Cook believe 
that in a certain ifland the men were of ftaturc fo gigantic, and of fuch amazing ftiength, that they would 
be able to carry his fliip away with them. > 
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To Chiempa fucceeds the kingdom of Couhi, the fovereign of which is called Rajah 
Siri Bummipala. After this follows Great China, the king of which country is the 
moft powerful monarch upon earth. His name is Sant^a Rajah. Seventy fovereigns 
wearing crowns are dependent on him, and each of thefe have from ten to fifteen others 
fijbjeft to him. The port of this kingdom is called Guantan*, and among its numerous 
cities the two principal are Nankin and Comlaha : the king refides in this laft. In his 
palace he has four prime minifters, each of whom gives audience in one of the four 
fronts of it, which look towards the cardinal points. All the kings and lords of Greater 
and Upper India are obliged to ereft in the middle of the fquare, as a mark of depen- 
dence, the image of an animal ftronger than the lion, called chinga, which image is alfo 
engraven on the royal fignet, and all velfels entering the port of this monarch have the 
fame image in ivory or wax on board. Whenever any of his lords fliew figns of dif- 
obedicnce, they are flayed alive ; and their Ikins, dried, pickled, and ftufled, are placed in 
feme confpicuous part of the fquare, the head bent* and the hands tied over the head 
in the ad of making the zongu, or reverence to the king f. This monarch never 
(hews himfclf to any one ; and whenever defirous of feeing any of his fulijcds, he 
caufes himfelf to be carried on a peacock, made with much ingenuity, and richly orna- 
mented, accompanied by fix women drell'ed entindy like himfclf, fo that one cannot be 
diftinguilhed from the other. He then places himfelf in the hollow image of a ferpent, 
called Naga, fuperbly decorated, which has a glafs v^’indow in its breaft, through which 
the king fees what he pleafes, without being fetm himfelf. — He marries his fillers, that 
fo the royal blood may not be intermingled with that of his fuhjeds. His palace is fur- 
rounded by feven walls, and to every wall are ten thoufand guards, which arc relieved 
every twelve hours. Each wall has its gate, and every gate likewife its guard. ,4t the firlt 
gate is a man with a large w'hip in his hand ; at the fecond, a dog ; at the third, a man 
with an iron club ; at the fourth, another with a bow’ and arrows j at the fifth, again 
another with a lance ; at the fixth, a lion ; and at the feventh, two white elephants. In 
the palace of this monarch arc feventy-nine halls, which contain women alone for the 
fervice of the king, and which are conllantly lighted with flambeaux. It takes an en- 
tire day to make the tour of the palace. yVt the extremity of the palace arc four halls, 
whither the minifters repair when they wifli to fpcak to the king, i’he walls, the vaulted 
roof, and even the floor of one of thefe halls, are ornamented with bronze ; in the fe- 
cond, the ornartients are of filver ; in the third, of gold ; and in the fourth, of pearls 
and precious ftones. In thefe halls are depofited the gold and other valuables given in 
tribute to the king. I have fecn nothing of rdl this which I now relate, but merely re- 
peat the account of a Moor, who alTured me that he had himfelf been witnefs of what 
he delivered. 

The Chinefe are fair, and w'car cloililng ; like us they eat off tables. With them 
croflTes are likewife feen, but of the life they put them to i am wholly ignorant. 

From China it is that niufk is brought ; the animal which produces it is a fpecies of 
civet, which feeds entirely upon a foft wood of the thicknefs of the finger, called cha- 
maru. In order to cxtradl muik from this animal a leach is faftened on it, which, when 
well filled with blood, is cruftied, and the blood received on a plate that it may be dried 
in the fun the fpacc of four or five days, in order to perfedt it. Every one who keeps 
one of thefe animals is bound to pay a certain tribute. I'he grains of mufk brought to 
Europe are no other than fmall pieces of goat’s flefh fteeped in real mulk. The blood 

♦'Canton. 

•}• Bruce (Travels to difeover the Sources of the Nile) more than once faiv grandees of AbylSnia, who 
had revolted, punilhed in this aiaimer. 
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IS fometimes clotted, but it is readily purified. The cat which produces mulk is called 
the caftor, and the leach is termed linta. 

Coafting along China many different nations are found ; to wit : the Chiencis, who 
inhabit the iflands near which pearls are fiflied, and which produce cinnamon. The 
I.ecchii inhabit the main oppofite to thefe iflands. The entrance into the port of thefe 
people is under a large mountain, whence all junks and veffcls on going into or leaving 
the port, are obliged to lower their malls. The king of this country is called Moni, and 
is fubjeft to the King of China, but he has twenty fovereigns under his command. His 
capital is called Barunaci, and here it is the Eaftern Cathay is fituatc. 

Han is an illand very lofty and cold, produ£live of copper, filver, and filk : it js under 
the dominion of Rajah Zotru. Mili, Jaula, and Gnio, are three countries on the conti- 
nent, of rather cold temperature. Friagoula and Frianga are two iflands which yield 
copper, filver, pearls, and filk. Bafli is a low country on the main. Sumbdit Pradit 
is an ifland very rich in gold, in whJth the men wear a ring of gold round the leg at the 
ancle. The neighbouring mountains are inhabited by people who kill their parents 
after they have attained a certain age, in order to prevent their fuffering the maladies 
incident on old age. The whole of the people we have deferibed are tjcntiles. 

On Tuelday, iith February, at night, we quitted the ifland of Timor, and entered 
the great fca called Laut Chidol. Bending our courfe wcft-lbuth-weft, we left north- 
ward on our right, from dread of the Portuguefe, the ifland of Zumatra, anciently called 
Taprobana ; Pegu, Bengal, Urizza, Chelim, inhabited by Malays, fubjefts of the King 
of Narfinga j Calicut, dependent on the fame monarch ; Cambuia, inhabited by the 
Guzzarats ; Cananor, Goa, Armus *, and the whole of India Major. 

In this kingdom there are fix clafl'es of people ; to wit : the Nairi, Panicali, Franai, 
Pangelini, Macuai, and Poleai. The Nairi are the chiefs ; the Paniculi, citizens ; thefe 
two clafl'es converfc together ; the Franai colleft palm-wine, and bananas ; the Macuai 
arc fifliermcn ; the Pangelini failors ; and the Poleai fow and gather in rice f. Thefe 
lall conftaiitly inhabit the fields, and never enter towns. "When any thing is given to 
them, it is put on the ground for them to take. When on their journey any where 
they conllantly keep exclaiming, po, po, po ; that is to fay, take care of me. It was 
related to us that a Nairi who accidentally had been touched by a Poleai, caufed hirafelf 
to be put to death, unable to furvive fo great an infamy. 

In order to double the Cape of Good IIopc we afeended as high as forty-two degrees 
fouth ; and we were obliged to remain nine weeks oppofite to the Cape with our fails 
lowered, on account of the well and north-weft winds which conftantly bleu', and which 
terminated in a dreadful tempeft. The Cape of Good Hope lies in latitude thirty-four 
degrees thirty minutes fouth, fixteen hundred leagues diftant from the Cape of Ma- 
lacca. It is the largeft and the moft dangerous cape knowm. 

Some of our men, efpecially the fick, were defirous of making the fliore at Mozam- 
bique, where is a Portuguefe eftabliflimcnt, as our veffcl was very leaky, the cold we 
endured extremely fevere, and above all, as we had no other than rice and water to 
live upon ; for all the meat which, for want of fait we had been unable to pickle, had 
become putrid. But the major part of the crew being ftill more attached to honor than 
to life, we determined on ufing every exertion to return to Spain, however great the 
perils we might have to undergo. 

At length, by the help of God, on the fixth of May we doubled. this terrible cape ; 

• Ormus. 

Thefe claffes, called cads, exided in India In the time of Alexander, and have condantly been *pre- 
fcrved down to the prefent day. Strabo Geog. lib. xv. Diodor. lib. ii. Sonnerat, Voyage aux liidcs. 
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but to effe£l this we were forced to approach within five leagues of it, as otherwife, from 
the conftancy of weft winds, we could never have effedted this end *. 

Wc afterwards fleered north-weft for two whole months together, (the months of 
May and June) without any reft, and in this interval Ihft twenty-one men, including 
Indians. We made a Angular obfervation on throwing them into the fea ; the corpfes 
of the Chriftians floated with the face towards heaven, but thofe of the Indians with 
the face downwards. 

We were now almoft wholly deftitute of provifions, and had not heaven favoured us 
with fine weather, we Ihould all have perilhed with hunger. On the '9th of July, on a 
Wednefday, we diftinguiflied Cape Verdi flands, and anclwred off that called Sant Jago. 

As we knew we were in an inimical country, and expefted we might excite fufpicion, 
we had the precaution of enjoining the men in the long boat, whom we font on Ihore 
•for provifions, to fay that we had touched at this port on account of our foreinaft being 
fplit on crofting the line, which occafioned us to Jofe fo much time, that the captain- 
general, with two other veflTels, had continued his courfe to Spain without us. We more- 
over fpoke in fuch manner as to caufe them to imagine we came from tJie Ihores of 
i).merica, and not from the Cape of Good Hope. We obtained credit, and our long- 
boat was twice laden from fliore with rice, in exchange for different merchandize. 

In order that we might difeover if our journals had been regularly kept, we enquired 
on fhore what day it was, and was anfwered Thurfday ; this occafioned us ntuch fur- 
prifeas, according to our journals, it appeared to be Wednelday. We could not be 
fatisfied of having loft a day ; and for my part I was ftill more aftoniflied at the circum- 
ftance than the reft, for I had enjoyed fo perfed a ftate of health as to be able, with- 
out interruption, to mark the days of the week, and the months. We afterwards 
found that there was no miftakc in our calculation ; fince, having conftantly travelled 
weftward and followed the courfe of the fun, on our return to when we departed from 
we ought naturally to have gained twenty-four hours on thofe who remained on the 
fpot ; this, to be convinced of, requires but a moment’s refledion. 

The long-boat on its third trip, we perceived, was detained, and we had reafon to 
fufped by the movements of certain caravellas, that a defign was meditated againft our 
fhip ; in confequence, wc refolvcd on immediate flight. Wc afterwards were informed 
that it had been flopped on account of one of the failors having divulged our fccret, by 
relating that the captain-general was dead, and that our fhip was the only one of the 
fquadron of Magellan which had returned to Europe. 

Thapks t<J Providence, on Saturday, 6th September, we entered the bay of San 
Lucar ; and of fixty men of which our crew confillcd on our Laving the Malucho 
Iflands, but eighteen remained, moft of whom were fick. The refulue had either ran 
away from the lliip at the illand of J’iinor, had for different crimes there been punifhed 
with death, had died of hunger, or become prifoners to the Portuguefeat Sant Jago. 

From our departure from the bay of San Lucar to the day of our return, we 
reckoned to have failed upwards of fourteen thoufand fix hundred leagues, having cir- 
cumnavigated the globe from caff to weft. 

On Monday, 8th September, 1522, we call anchor near the Mole of Seville, and 
fired the whole of our artillery. 

On i'uefday, we repaired in our fhirts, barefooted, and carrying a taper in our hands, 
to the church of our Lady of Vidory, and to that of Sta. Maria de Antigua, as we 
had vowed to do in the hour of danger. 

The fame occurred to Captains Dixon and Landsdowo. (Dixon’s Voyage.) 
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On leaving Seville, I went to Vagliadolid, where I prefented to His facred Majefty 
Don Carlos (Charles V.) neither gold nor filver indeed, but things far more precious 
in his eyes : among other articles, I prefented him a book written with my own hand, 
in whicn, day by day, I had fet down every event on our voyage. 

I left Vagliadolid as early as I was able, and repaired to Portugal, to prefent to King 
John a narrative of what I had feen. Afterwards I travelled through Spain to France, 
where I prefented different articles from the other hemifphere to the Queen Regent, 
mother of the Moft Chriftian King, Francis I. 

At length I returned to Italy, where I devoted myfelf for ever to the fervice of Signor 
Philippe de Villers Tile. Adam, Grand Mafter of Rhodes, to whom alfo I gave, the naiv 
rative of my voyage. 

IL CAVAGLIERO ANTONIO PIGAFETTA. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE TREATISE ON NAVIGATION 

OF IL CAVAGLIERO ANTONIO PIGAFETTA. 


PREFACE OF AMORETTI, 

, Tranjlitlor of the V oya^e into modern Italian and into French- 

T he Treatife on Navigation, which, in oar manufcript is found at the end of the 
Voyage, is not afluredly a work calculated for the inftruftion of navigators of the 
prefent day j nevcrthelefs it deferves publication in my efteem, as much on account of 
the honor it does its author, as its ferving to throw light on the hiftory of the human 
mind, by fhewing the progrefs made in the art of navigation at the commencement of 
the fixteenth century. 

All, acquainted with the fcicnccs, at this time know the method by which the latitude 
and longitude are determined any where, even in the open fea, and are alfo apprized of 
the variation of the magnetic needle ; but in the time of Pigafetta the knowledge of 
thefe matters was a myftery to all except the higher clafs of the learned. The nautical 
inftruments were the aftrolabe and the compafs, of the variations of which latter even 
pilots, in general, were ignorant, as is deduced from the fpeech of Magellan to his 
fquadron *. Regiomontanus had indeed already invented his meteorofcope f, to deter- 
mine the diftances of places from each other, as well in longitude as in latitude ; and by 
means of a fimilar inftrument it was that Amerigo Vefpucci, in 1499, » tempeft 

in which the whole of thofe on board his veflcl had loft their reckoning, afccrtained his 
pofition in midft of the Atlantic Ocean, by an obfervation of the conjundion of the 
moon with Mars, which had been calculated by Regiomontanus himfelf for the latitude 
of Ferrara But the ufe of thefe inftruments, as well as fuch calculations, were fo 
little known, that Vefpucci was regarded by the Ihip’s company as a wonderful man, to 
■whom, in confequence, they gave the command of the veflcl : he was afterwards en- 
trufted with other grand enterprizes, in one of which he found occafion to give his 
name to the hew continent. 

Now, thefd methods, with which few perfons at that time were acquainted, and of 
which Pigafetta had made himfelf mafter, are nearly the fame as thofe now in ufe. The 
latitude of a place is afeertained by taking the elevation of the pole at night, and by 
obfervations of that of the fun at noon. The elevation of the pole is found by that of 
fome ftar the latitude of which is known, generally the polar ftar, which, in the fpace 
of twenty-four hours, deferibes a fmall circle round the pole. This circle was known 
to Pigafetta ; and he was not alfuredly very wrong in his ftatement, for its radius was 
3° ‘7' 37 '’j notwithftanding it is now but 1* 46', the polar ftar approaching gradually 
towards the pole, after a rate which, in the lapfe of fo many years, has occafioned this 
difference. In order to find the vertical diftance of the polar ftar from the pole, as now, 
it was the cuftom then to obferve the pofition of fome ftar about the polar, under the 

* Sec Book u. of the Voyage of Pigafetta, page 523. 
t See the Introdudlion to above Voyage, parag. iii. and note. 

X Bartolozzi Riccrchc critichc fulla vita d’ Amerigo Vefpucci. 
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fame meridian, or makiiw fome known angle with it. In the prefent day it is ufual to 
obferve the ftar y of Camopea, which is called the Girdle *, and is nearly under the 
fame meridian. In the time of Pigafetta they obl’erved the relation the polar ftar bore 
to the ftars & and y of the Lelier Bear, which form a triangle with the polar ftar and 
the pole. After which they faftened a triangular rule on the centre, or pole, of the 
aftrolabe, by the obtufe angle on which it turned f. Even now a rule nearly fimilar is 
ufed, and the inftrument ufed for this purpofe is called nodturlabe J. But, fpite of the 
different pofition and diftance of the ftars, and notwithftanding the inftruments ufed in 
the prefent day are diffimilar to thofe at that time adopted, it is vifible that the method 
of afeertaining the latitude by the height of the pole at night, and of the fun by day, 
are Itill the fame ; and thefe methods it is that our author teaches for finding the lati- 
tude at fea. 

With refpcfl; to the afeertainment of the longitude, Meflieurs de la Lande and 
Bougainville conceive the method by taking the horary angles of the moon is the fafeft; 
and moft convenient § ; and Tricfneker j), with Bouguer^f, affirm, that the beft method 
is by the conjundb’on with, and eclipfes of the ftars by the moon. Our author recom- 
mends the fame in the two firft of the three methods he gives for this purpofe. And 
as he fails to fpeak of the mode of finding the longitude by I'olar eclipfes, it is evident 
that with this he was unacquainted, and confequcntly that he did not fee Magellan prac- 
tice it at the river of Sta. Cruz, as Caftagneda aftirms**. 

I am aware that all the obfervations made were computed upon the almanacks of the 
day, and that thefe almanacks were far from calculating with that precifion which is 
admired in the epheinerides of the prefent time the different phenomena of the hea- 
vens : I know that the lunar tables were then much lefs perfed than they now are, and 
that Pigafetta had not the advantage of being enabled, as the telefcope had not yet been 
invented, to obferve the eclipfes of the fatellites of Jupiter. All refults then refted on 
obfervations made with very imperfect inftruments, and efpecially the aftrolabe, of which 
Pigafetta often fpeaks, the meteomfeope, the torquetum, the backftaft’, and the univerfal 
circle, inftruments and machines which were neither certain in their refults nor eafy or 
commodious to ufe, as are now the fextant of Hadley, the Englifh quadrant, the circle 
of Borda, and other inftruments fo formed that the motion of the velVe! is no impedi- 
ment to their being ufed, nor capable of alfeding their exaclitude. fhe corrcctnefs of 
the refult of obfervations for determining the longitude neceflarily depends on the pre- 
cifenefs of the time at which the obfervations are made, and the relation it be ars to that 
of the country the longitude of which is known, or fuppofed to be ktnv.vn : at that 
period the only means of determining the hour was by the fund glafs, in the conftruc- 
tion and ufe of which it is impoflible to be exa£f, fo that indeed Pigafetta hirifelf did 
not rely on it. But at prefent we have excellent chronometers and fea-watches^ 
.which are not liable to any variation, or which, if they experience any, aix' readily cor- 
refted. By means of thefe it is that we obtain that precifion of time which allows of' 
the longitudinal diftance being afeertained with the utmoft exaftitude, a matter as diffi- 
cult until this invention as it was material for navigators j and for the difeovery of 

* r.outrucr, IVaite dc Navigation, 

+ Thefe macliines aie to be ften in Apiano. Allronomicam Csfareum ; and in Lucini. Arcano deli 
mare. 

J Di^lionnaire de la Marine, artic. Nocturlabe, where the figure of tliis inftrument is given. 

^ J’ougainville Voyage, tome xi. p. 

II AUgemtine Geogr. Ephem. Jau. 1798. 

<[[ Traite de Navigation. 

** Page xxxix. note ii. 
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which Spain and Holland, and after them Enj^land and France, have proffered, and 
already given very confidcrable rewards. It is therefore evident that Pigafetta, 
having no exaQ: data, could only give doubtful refults ; but this does not take away 
from the aftronomers and navigators of his time the mdrit of having conceived, nor 
from our author that of having praftifed, methods which, in modern times, have been 
brought to perfedfion, by removing the uncertainty refulting from the ufe of bad inftru- 
nients, and a w'ant of correct aftronomical and phyfical obfervations. 

The celebrated navigator, Bougainville, fomc lliort time back read a memoir to the 
National Inflitute of Paris *, in which he drew a comparifon between the means pof- 
feffed by Magellan and the immortal Cook : were I to repeal his remarks, we fliould, 
without doubt fee that, if (^.ook made more extcnfive and important voyages, Magellan, 
deftitutcas he was of the grand means poflelfed by the Englifli Commodore, undertook 
a voyage which exacted a man of far fuperior talents to his contemporaries, as well as 
of much greater energy of charadter. And, as Pigafetta wrote his treatife after the 
Voyage t, it is highly probable that he received from Magellan himfelf the nautical in- 
ftrudlions he has given, and that this captain-general was taught them by the aftronoincr 
Faleiro, whole knowledge was fo admirable in liis time as to caufe him to be fufpected 
of being infpired by foine demon. 

One cannot, it is true, attribute praife to our author wl)cn lie attempts to explain the 
movements of the planets and liars by the fvdeiii of Ptolemy, the abfurdity of which 
is now demonflrated ; but on the other hand this error cannot be confidercd as blame- 
able in him, when we refled, that it was then in nieafiire confocrated, and call to mind 
the misfortunes of Galile('), which were owing to his daring to oppofe the fyflem of 
Copernicus, a century even later. Pigafetta was moreover in error when he pretended 
to have difeovered the longitude by means of the variation of the magnetic needle ; but 
even this error is excufable on referring to the age in which he lived, and confidering 
that he was deceived by a falfe theory ; for he imagined that there were in the heavens 
foine fixed fpot towards which the needle conftantly pointed | ; and he was in fome 
meafurc confirmed in his opinion by the fad ; for at that time the magnetic needle oa 
the firll meridian, fixed liy Piolemy at the ifland of Ferro §, was fubject to little, if any 
deviation, and in other places the degrees of longitude correfponded with the degrees 
of deviation of the needle from the north. Add to all this that the author of the 
Arcano del Mare, a claflical book on navigation, among other means of finding the 
longitude at fea, rccomineiids the paying attention lo the variation of the cotnpafs || j 
and that the* celebrated ilalley, after attentively noticing the obfervations of navigators 
on the deviation of the needle, conceived it pollible to form circles by means of which 
the longitude of places might be determined by the variation, he himfelf being ignorant 
that this variation is progrcfTivc, and inconftant in its progreffion, and that confequcntly 
it cannot be fubjeded to calculation j and moreover that computation, as was obferved 


• Angemcme Gcogr Epliem. Dtcemb. i79^> p* 553- 

+ Tn ihe Tnwlifc he (juoics his Voyage, in which he (peaks of the liars round the fouthem pole. 

X It mull weverthclcfb be obiuved that he only adopts this explanation of the phenomenon for want of 
a better. 

^ By the table of the declenfions of the magnetic needle, puhlilhed by the learned Lambert in the 
cpheincridea of litrlin, f Allroruunifche Jahrbuth for the year 1779) it will be found, by means qf a (hort 
calculation, that at the beginning of the lixteenth century the magnetic equator, or the ’ of deviation, was 
near the ifl.i'id ot Tciicviife. At. preftnt it ii dillant, and every day becomes further from it. M. dc 
Bougainville tciind the declenhorj of the needle in this pait to bc 14*" 41' W. ; and Suuntoni who accom- 
panied Lord Macartney on hia Embalfy to China, 17® 35' W. 

II Tome i. p. xi. 
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by Cook *, will be ^gife, on account of the variation ia tfSe feftii 1^14 ilO 

being difFeren^with (iiiibrcnt needles. 

; fbetitti^l^ of afcertaining every day the longitude of any fpot while at -fea^ 
toes not iheotion thclog-book or log, — not becaufe he was uhacquatnted wMi 
ilj fbti he obferves that they mcalured the way they made by means of the chain 
which is the &me thing i but probably becaufe he knew the inadequacy of this hK>de> 
efjp^ially in navigating from one parallel to the other, in the diredion of fecondary 
wtnd^and where borne away by currents the rate of which cannot be duly afeertained. 
After indicating the means of determining the latitude, Pigafetta gives a long- ca*!*; 
logue of the latitudes, boreal as well as auftral of the countries, ports, promon* 
tories, &c. known to navigators in his time ; but this catalogue, being merery a c6py 
of what may be feen in books of geography of the fixteenth century, I have thought 
it unneceffary to publifh. 

I Ihould occafionally have found it highly difficult to comprehend this Treatife on 
Navigation, adapted by the author to the ini'ormation, but efpecially to the inftruments 
of his time, but for the mufaeum of our library, which funiilhed me with aftrolabes, 
compaffies, the machine pointing out the winds, and other inftruments and books ufed 
by navigators at the commencement of the fixteenth century. By comparing thefe 
inftruments and drawings in the books with what he wrote, I fuccceded at length in 
comprehending a number of words and phrafes made ufe of by him. Still 1 think it 
juft to declare to the reader, that, generally fpcaking, I have much abridged this 
treatife, not only becaufe in many parts it contained trivial information, and that fome- 
times repeated, but alfo, and that more efpecially, on account of the text being fre- 

C :ly unintelligible, more, I have no doubt, owing to the negligence of the copyift, 
that of the author. 1 thought it better, where this has been tlie cafe, wholly 
tfl' 'omit what was not eafy of comprehenfion than to torture my brain with en- 
deavours at gueffing the meaning of the author, and putting in his mouth poffibly 
Words that he never uttered. 


EXTRACT OE THE TREATISE ON NAVIGATION OF PIGAFETTA* 

Dcfcriplion of the Armillary Sphere^ 

THE armillary fphere, the defign of which Pigafetta promifes to git'e, is ufed by 
him to explain the fyftein of the univerfe aiftfording to Ptolemy, and might be tifed'ras 
an aftrolabe ; for on the top of it is a kind of feniicircle, or ring, which fervesi for its . 
fufpenfion when employed as an aftrolabe. Pigafetta begins his treatife with si deferip- 
tion of the fyftem of the world, in imitation of all thofe who have preceded or followed 
hint in writing on the elements of the ait of navigation. 

. “ Ths hfe (a)S, “ is round ; it is fufpended and motionlclsin midft of the 

tefaftiat bctdkl^ The primum mobile is refident in the axis of the two poles, the 
> Which two poles are fuppofed to be united through the poles of 

Tliird Voyaifc, book ’. f Book ii. of tbit ' 
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the earth : this axis revolves from eaft to weft, and in its revolution carries with it the 
planets and all the ftars. Befides this there is an eighth fphere, the poles of which 
arc S':;" 33' * from the equinoctial line; the axis of this fphere turns from weft to 
eaft. _ . 

“ The circumference of the earth is fuppofed to be divided into three hundred and 
fixty degrees, and to each degree are affigned feventeen leagues and a half : the cir- 
cumference of the earth is confequenily fix thoufand three hundred leagues. The 
league by land is three miles, the fea-leaguc is lourf. 

“ The ten circles of the armillary fphere, the fix larger of which have the fame 
centre as the earth, ferve to determine the climates and geographical feite of places. 
The ecirptic fliews the courfe of the fun and planets. The two tropics point out the 
diftance to which the fun diverges from the equator, northward in fummer, and in 
winter fouthward. The meridian, ever variable as it palfes through all the point ol the 
equator, cutting it vertically, defignates the longitudes, and on this circle it is that the 
latitudes are marked.” 


Of the Latitude. 

After a defeription of the fyftem of Ptolemy, and after explaining every part of the 
armillary fphere, the author teaches the manner of taking the height of the pole, by 
which means the latitude is found. He place’s the pole at o and the equator at 90" j. 
It is well knowti that at prefent we reckon from o to 90, beginning from the equator 
and proceeding to the pole. 

“ I. The polar ftar,” he fays, “ is not prccifely on the point correfponding with 
the axis of the earth, but like all the other ftars it revolves about this point. In order 
to know the true pofitlon of the polar ftar with rel'pect to the pole, that of the guards 


* The dccliiiatloii of the ecliptic, which anfivers to tlie poles of the eighth fphere of otin author, 
is now 23 28' 

f iSiippoiiiJg tliP tcrrcHriiil glithc under tlic equator to be fo divided that half its circumference npHiId 
conlifl; of land and lialf of water, tJTul gtving confequait^y to ctich Ic-jfftc thne miles and a half, wc fhall have for 
tlie circurnfcrerce of the globe under liie cqnaior tweniy-two thoufand and hUy miles; a furn diHen’nor 
but little from that wlileh refulls from giviiqr fixty miles to each degree, which makes the circumleienc': 
twenty-one thtuifand ilx hundred miles. Amuri.ti i. 

Here liie Italian editor wholly niiitakes his author, and fnews tn’cater i^noranerc than could have been 
fuppofed in a Jibiariin having;- acceTs to works on navigatioi', and di^cllinir a treatife on llii- fcience. All 
that was mcanf l)y Ihgafetla in his obfcrvatioii that a lea^tne hy land is but three miles, while a Irariie ac 
fea is four, is to admoniHi the reader that in hi> computation ol the circumference of the earth at lix thou, 
faiid three hundred leagues, he menus fca and not land h agues, for if the latter were taken the eiieuiu- 
fertnee would be eight thoufand four hundruL 'That this is the cafe is evidently clear from his obferving 
that the fea league is of fuch length that feventem and a half go to a degree, confequently feventy inilc.s. 
Now the degree of longitude on the equator v. 69,- Englifh miles, and the circurnfertnee of the globe 
24,902 of tlicfc miles, vvh.icb comes very nigh The compulation of Pigafelta. Geographical miles were 
utterly out of the qucllion with him, (thofe to w'hich Amorctii adverts in computing 60 to a degree). It 
is not however equally evident what mile he alludes to when he dales the league to confill: of four; the 
degree meafuros of the prefent miles of Milan, 68, of thofe of 'I’ufcany, 60, of thofe of 

Venice, and 74,, of thofe of Rome. Eng. 

^ This again is another error on the part of Amoretti, which attention to the text of the voyage in 
every indance where the latitudes are marked will clearly diew ; it is alfo evidently a mif-datement from 
the tenor of the two in(lru6tions which follow for finding the latitude, fird by an obfervation of the polar 
ftar, and fecondly of the fun. Poflibly, though he lays he declined bewildering his brain in endeavouring 
to folve fome apparently incomprchcnfible parts of this treatife, Amoretti did not defilt from the attempt 
until it had become conlidcrably clouded ; at lead thus much may fairly be conjcdlurcd from the ftatc- 
menU which have produced this and the preceding note. Eng. Tr. 
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mu ft be obferved * : if they fliOuld be on the vveftern arm t> the polar ftar is i* aboye 
the pole; if on the rule or ime|, the polar ftar is 3® 30' beneath the pole§,; if on 
the eaftern arm the polar ftar is 1“ below the pole. When deftrous of taking the 
height of the pole, after obferving in what pofuion the guards are, and after afcertain- 
ing the height of the polar ftar from the horizon, the degrees that this ftar is above 
I he pole, or below, mufi: be fubtradled, or added. I have fpoken of the antar6lic pole 
in the narrative of my voyage. 

“ II. The latitude of a place may likewife be found by the height of the fun : 
1 ft. When between the equator and the arctic the fliade at noon falls towards that 
pole, the number of degrees and minutes of the fun’s declination on that day muft 
be fought for in the almanack, and be deducted from the degrees and minutts of its 
( levation, taken by obfervalion ; fubtrafting afterwards the remaining degrees from 
po"; the refult will he the boreal latitutfe. 2d. When, being in the northern hemifphere, 
(he fun has a northern declination, and tin- ftradow falls towards the fouth (|, the 
declination of tlie fun on that day being found, it mull be added to its elevation above 
the horizon, and the ftiin of the two be licd'tcted from 90^; the remainder is the lati- 
tude north. 3d. When the fun is between the equator and the anrar(ftic pole, and 
the fhadow falls at noon towards the fouth, the amount of the declination of the fun 
imift be dediiclcd from its elevation, as in the firft rule, and the remainder be fubtrafted 
from 90'’, which will give the latitude fouth. 4th. Wheit, as well as the fun, the 
obf'rvcr is between the cquatt)r and the antariilic pole, and the ftiaihrvv at noon falls 
towards the north, the fum of the declination of the fun muft be added to its elevation, 
as in rule the fecond, and the amount be deducted from no' ; the remainder gives the 
latitude fouth. 5th. When the height of the fun is 90% tiie diftance of the obferver 
from the equtttor will be equal to the declination of the fun ; and if the fun has no 
declination on that day he will be on the equator. 6th. if the obferver be north 
of the equator, and the fun be in the foiithern figns, the amount of its declination on 
that day muft; be added to its elevation, and the fum be dcducled from 90 ' ; the relidue 
is the diftance north from tlie equator, ytli. By a fimilar operation, when the 
obferver is fouth of the equator, and the fun in the northern figns, liie latitude fouth 
may be found.” 


Of the Longitude. 

“ Longitude indicates the degrees from call to weft, I have fluuieJ diiFcrcnt 
methods of afciTtaining it, and felecbed throe, which .appear to me the bell The 
laft is the moft convenient for tliofe unacquainted with aftrology. Pilots no.v a days 
are fatisfied with knowing the latitude, and arc fo pi'efuniptuous they refufe to hear 
mention of longitude. 

* .See [ho piefacc to this Extract, page 384. 

f By tliis the arm of the iullninicnt iiloil is tube underftood ; this inllniinont was probably the me- 
teorofeope ot Regiomontanus, which had a orofs in the middle, or perhaps the common allrolabe, with 
the dioptre, or mcdecllno as I’ gafctta calls it, on the cqu.itor. 

J Pigaletta rneans the meridional line from the pole to the equator. 

§ I have previoutly remarked that, although the radius of the circle deferibed by the pol.ir (lar mea- 
furcs at this time no more than a degree and a half, in the time of I’igafclta it tneafured 3“ 17' 37"; con- 
icqiiently when oiir author lays 3” 30' lie is not very wide of the trutli : and when the imperfetfioii of the 
difleiciit inllruments ufed by him is conlidcrcd, there can remain no cauft for furprize at an error of fuch 
little mrgiiitude. 

II As occurs when the obferver is between the place of the fun in the ecliptic and the equator. 

f Thcfe three methods are piobably ihofc which, according to Cailagncda were taught Magcllah by 
the allrologer Falciro. 

« I ft. 
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“ I ft. By the latitude of the moon one may form a judgment of the longitude of 
the fpoi " here tJie obfervation is made. By the latitude of the moon is underftood 
its diftance from the ecliptic. The ecliptic is the line of route or orbit of the fun. 
The moon in her rotation conftantly gets further from fhis line until at her greateft 
diftance from it ; afterwards (he approaches it again until in conjunction with the 
dragon’s head or dragon’s tail when flie cuts the ecliptic. Now, as the moon, cu 
receding from the ecliptic, at the fame time pafles to the weft, flic muft neceflarily have 
a' greater latitude on one part of the globe than the other ; and when her latitude is 
known, which is afeertained in degrees and minutes by the aftrolabe, her pofition eaft or 
weft is found, and the number of degrees and minutes flie diverges to either quarter. 
But the longitude of the fpot of obfervation cannot be determined w'ithout knowing 
exattly in what latitude and longitude the moon ought to be at the fame inftant at the 
pjacc of departure, at Seville ftv example : when the latitude and longitude of the 
moon at Seville in degrees and minutes are knovvn,^by comparing them with the lati- 
tude and longitude of the fpot, the difference will fliew how many hours and minutes 
the meridian in which the obferver may be, is diftant from that of Seville ; and thus 
the longitude from that city may be afeertained. , 

“ 2 d. The moon furnifhes me with another method of determining the longitude 
of any fpot j but for this purpofe muft be known the precife inftant when at Seville 
the moon is in conjunction with a certain ftar or planet, or when flie is in oppofition 
to the fun, or forms an cxaCfly afeertained angle with that planet, which 1 gather 
from an almanack. Now, as either phenomenon occurs in the eaft before it does in the 
weft, 1 difeover my longitude weft by the time that has elapfed between its occurrence 
at Seville and the inftant at which it is obferved by me. But if the phenomenon takes 
place at the point of obfervation before it happens at Seville, the difference of time points 
out the longitude caftward. For each hour fifteen degrees of longitude muft be reckoned. 

“ No great genius is required to comprehend what 1 have mentioned. It fliould be 
known that the moon has a peculiar movement, oppofitc to the general one of the 
heavens, feeing her courfe is from weft to eaft, and every two hours fhe palfes over a 
degree and fome minutes. And as the moon is placed in the firft heaven and the 
ftars in the eighth, fhe occafionally eclipfes certain ftars, by palling between them and 
us, or intercepts their rays from our oblervance, an event which cannot take place at the 
fame time to be feen at Seville and at Valentia, which the figure beneath will explain h” 


D 

* 



* That 18 to lay, the nodes or orbit of the moon cut the ecliptic, 
f This figure was wanting in the mauufeript, but was cafily fupplied from the text. 


By 



pigafetta’s voyage round the world. 


389 

By this figure is feen that the rays of the ftar D are intercepted by the moon at C 
from the obfervancc of thofe at A, but not from that of thofe at B ; although when 
the moon proceeds to E, the fame ftar will in like manner be concealed from the gazer 
at B. • , 

“ TIL The conipafs may likcwife furnifh a much more ready means of difcovcring 
the longitude. It is well known that the compafs, or the magnetic needle which it con- 
tains, conftantly points to one fixed fpot, on account of the tendency of the magnet 
towards the pole. The caufo of this tendency is the magnet finding no point at reft 
in the heavens except the pole, to which confoquently it ever direfts itfelf. This, at 
leaft, is the explanation I propofe of this phenomenon, and that which 1 fltall deem a 
good one, vintil experience proiluce a better. 

“ 'J’o know, by means of the magnet, the longitude of a place, form a great circle, 
in which the conijiafs may be placed, and divide this circle into three hundred and 
fixty degrees: turn the compal's .until the magnetic needle points to 360®, where the 
ardic pole is indicated. When the needle is at reft draw a thread from the ardic to 
the antardic ]iole, which may cut the centre, and let this thread be of greater length 
tliati the diameter of the compafs. After this take the line of noon,, which is to be 
determined by the greateft elevation of the fun : turn then the compafs until the thread 
which traverfes it is on the line of the true meridian, that is to fay, on the fhadow caft 
by the dial at noon ; then, with the remainder of the thread, draw a line from the 
antardic pole ol the needle which paftlnp; through the centre may cut the fleur-de- 
lis which points out the north, and obferve how many degrees the needle is diftant 
from the meridional line, that is from the true pole ; the number of degrees diftant 
will indicate the number of degrees of longitude from the fpot where the compafs 
points true * : confcquently, the more exad the obfervation of tlie true meridian, the 
more exadly will the degree of longitude be determined. By what I have faid will be 
feen that the meridian muft never be determined by the comp.afs, becaufe it north-eaft» 
or north-wefts I immediately after a dep.arture from the true meridian, but with the 
aftrolabe at noon ; and the noon muft be found by afeertaimnent of the inftant of the 
greateft elevation of the fun. 

“ When the height of the fun at noon cannot be taken, it may be determined by a 
fand-glafs, by reckoning the hours of the night, from the inftant the fun fets to that of 
its rifiug. When the length of the night is thus known, that of the day is gathered 
by fubtraCfing it from twenty four; by dividing this by two the I’um is 'lie time frotu 
fun-rife till noon, at which inftant the gnomon will indicate the nKTidiau. But the 
fand-glafs being oftentimes incorrecT, it is far better to take the height of the pole, by 
means of the aftrolabe and its mediclino J. 

“ The true meridian may alfo be found, or rather the equinoctial line which cuts 
the meridian at right angles, by obferving the points at which the fun rifes and fets, 
aiad mcafuring its deviation north or fouth from the equinox. To effeQ: this, an 
aftrolabe is made of the earth ; that is to fay, a circle is formed reprefenting the cir- 
cumference of the earth divided into three hundred and fixty degrees. Fix two pins 

* That is to fay, when the magnetic needle coincides with the meridian. 

•|- Meaning it declines towards the rail or llic well from the north. 

■| 1 cannot lind that any aflruiioiiier oi ultrologcr in the days of Pigafetta, for example Regiomontanus,. 
Apianns, Ginima Fnlius, Datiti, t laviiis &c. make any mention wliatever of the mediclino; but by what 
our author heie fays, as well us iu oilier places, it feems the uicdieliuo is the moveable rule fixed on the 
centre of the allrolabe, which is fonictimes denominated alhidade, at others dioptre, atid in Iialian. 
traguardo. > 

Id 
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in this circle in fiich manner that a line from one to the other may cut the centre, and 
at fun-rilc turn this circle in fuch manner that the pins may be in a line with the 
centre of the fun ; at the inftant the fun fets repeat the fame operation. By this 
means you will find the declination of the fun from the equinoftial line, whether 
northward or fouthward. When you have determined the angle at which the fun 
rifes and fets from the equinoflial line, you obtain the mean diftance, which is the 
meridional line ; and you will thus fee how much the needle north-eafts or north-wehs : 
by the degrees of deviation of the needle you will know your longitude from the For- 
tunate iflands, that is to fity, from 'I'oneriffe, whether caltward or weflward. This 
method has the fanchon of experience*.” 


On S /erring ihc Ship, 

“ Would you navigate to any country, it is find requifitc you fliould know its geo- 
graphical pofitiini, that is to fay its latitude and longitude. After which, by the help ol 
the coinpal’s you \\ ill Itccr direftly towards it. And as the needle nortli-cafls or north- 
wefi-'s, its deviation mufi be found by tlie means I b.avc preferibed ; then fubtraef or add 
what is necelfary to tlie coinpafs in order that the pn^w of the fliip, regidatod by the 
compafs, may conffantly point in the diredion required. 

“ If unfortunately the compafs fliould be loft, or if its real ileviation from the meri- 
dional line fhnuld be unknown, the p lot mull regulate himfelf by the fun at noon. 
When the meridian is fo fixed lliat it cuts diredly acrofs the velfel its jirow inav be 
directed any way at pleafure. For example ; fuppofing the pilot would Ifeer from 
north-caft to fouth-weft, turn the compafs in fuch manner that the velfel may have 
its prow towards the weft and its poop towards the call ; then on the circh“ of the 
winds, divided into three hundred and fixty degrees, or four times ninety, fix two pi is, 
one at forty-five degrees from the caft and the north, the other at equal diftance li om 
the weft and fouth ; turn then the helm fo that the two pins may he on the meridian, 
and the prow will point whither the velfel is to lleer : provided the pins ftiould not be 
on the true meridional line, the courfc will be a falle one, and mull lie reclificd. 
When the velfel makes the land the truth of what 1 fiy will appear. 

“ By means of an aftrolabc compofed of plates f, tlie meridional line may readily 
be found, as well as the poles and the equinodial line by obfervation of the fun by 
day, and at night of the moon and ftars. For thefe laft, iuftead of the verghezita 
two fmall flicks muft be placed in the middle of tlie aftrolabc, through which the flai* 
may be obfervcci.” 

After thus deferibing the method of giving the diredion wiflied for to the velfel, 
Pigafetta proceeds to teach the means of determining the point of the compafs to 
which the velfel in failing from one part to another fliould lleer. In order to make 
himfelf the better undcrllood he adduc- s leveral examples. “ Arc you defirous,” 
lays he, “ of going from fouth to north, or from north to fouth, under the fame lon- 

‘•ide, keep conffantly on the fame meridional line. Would you fail from caft to 

• already oljfcrved tliat in the time of Pigafetta the needle at the Canaries was neatly on the 
’or; and it niuil further ])c obferved that chance has carried navigators into ceitain 
Agrees of declination correfponded with the degrees of longitude from the ifland of 

made of diirerent kinds of plates, the largeft for fake of lightncfs being of palle* 

♦ That 18 to fay, the irafs or copper. 

f This 6gure was wanting thing with tlie mcdiclino. See Note, page 389, 

^ Weftj 
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weft, or the contrary, keep always under the fame parallel. If inclined to proceed 
from one fpot to another which is diftant as many degrees of longitude as of latitude, 
you muft fteer 45° towards the north-weft or north-eaft, or towards the fouth-weft or 
fouth-caft. If the difference ,of the latitude is greater than that of the longitude, add 
to 45” the number of degrees which the latitude has more than the longitude to the 
pole to which you arc fteering. For example ; 1 ‘uppofc I wiftied to go from Cape 
St. Vincent to Cape Bojador, 1 compute llie degrees of longitude and latitude to know 
the difference between the two capes ; I find the dillerencc of longitude to be 5" 30', 
of latitude ii ’: I therefore deduft 5“ 30' from ii", and find the remainder c;° 30' 
more tlian north-caft towards the north, and Icfs than fouth-weft towards the Ibuth. 
If the longitude is greater than the latitude, the inferior number of degrees is in like 
manner deducted from the greater ; and the courfe to fleer will be the remainder of 
45", after fubtracling the quotient. For example; fuppofe I uifli to go from the ifland 
Ferro to CJuadaloupe, 1 find the former lies in latitude 27’, the other in 15” north; 
I thus afeertuin the dilference to be 12” of latitude. 1 next obferve on the chart 
their longitudes ; as that of Ferro is fern to be j and that of Guadaloupe 45% the 
difference is 44°; from this I fubtra.cl the 12' of latitude, and have for a remainder 
32°; litis refidue I dediicl from 45", and have 13' for the difference. The courfe to 
fleer muft therefore be from north-eaft 13 " north, to fouih-well 13° fouth 


Dircc/ion of the Winds. 

“ The coinpafs, on which the rhumbs are marked, divided into 360°, will give a 
better idea of what I have juft now remarked, it being iirll underflood that the pilot 
muft reckon his point of departure lrt.)m the centre of the compals ; he muft at the 
fanve lime take care to determine jirecifely the true ])oIe by the elevation of the fun, 
and not from the needle, prone to deviate from the norlli low’ards the call and weft. 

In order to learn whence lire wind blows, fix a fmall flick with a vane in the middle 
of the ronipals, lo placed as that tlu.’ north and fouth may be upon the true meridional 
line. The direction of tlu' vuiu- acted upon by the wind will fhow whither it blows. 
On the equinoflial line of the conipa.fs are tlie ea-ft and welt ; at 45° you find the 
north-eaft, north-weft, fouih-eaft and fouth-weft ; at 22 1-''' north-norlh-eall and norlh- 
Iiortii-welt, and fb with the reft.” 

* This IjU is an error. Where the lonpj'tudc is greater titan t!ie latitmh , the fi!r[)hi‘ ,:li: uld be added 
to the longitudinal dirrftion, whether eall e.r well. 'I'liiis, inlUad of lleeriiig ii.uth-\v...l ij i'outli, in 
the inllaiicc of this problem, the vtii'el llnnild bt ilceied fouth-wcll 13' well. JiNe.'i’it. 
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PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE CAVALHERO M. BEHAIM, 

t 

A CELEBRATED PORTUGUESE NAVIGATOR J 
With a DESCRIPTION of his TERRESTRIAL GLOBE. 

Tranflated into French from the German of Mr. De Murr, by H. J. Jansen, and from the French into 

Englifh, for the fii il time, for this Work. 


mare^ qut terras y qui Aefcrtpfitque prnfundum 
Terra orhem radio, adgrejfus fabricumqve glohumqucy 
Ingeiitem hunc nautam conor comprendere chartls . 

^ Resendius Lusitanus. 


W HAT Martin Behaini really was will here bo found without exaggeration or de- 
traftion ; uni aqtius vcritati. I have made a point of fearching with nice 
ferutiny into all that relates to this celebrated navigator; a labour in which I have been 
greatly facilitated by the complaifance of the individual who at this time holds poffef- 
fion of the papers belonging to the fanuly. Finding myfelf thus richly provided with 
authentic documents, I have fpared no care nor pains to throw light on a matter fo im- 
portant in the hiflory of navigation as the life and merits of this great man. If I have 
not wholly fucceeded, at Icail: I hope, by my exertions to have fulfilled the wiflj ejt- 
prefled by ProfelTor Gebauer, in his Hiflory of Portugal, page 1 23. 

“ It appears to me,” fays he, “ extremely uncertain whether or no Martin Bchaim 
was really the firfl who difeovered the new world, as Ricciolus affirms ; and whether or 
no, as is infifled upon by Benzon, he ever paffed the Straits of Magellan. We are 
not to conclude, from what is advanced by Schcdcl, in his Latin Chronicle, of the 
difeovery of Congo being attributable to Martin Behaim and James Canus ; of their 
having paffed the equinoflial line, and failed fo far tow'ards the Ibuth that, on fronting 
the call their ffiadow fell on their right hand ; that therefore they muft have proceeded 
as far as to America ; for the circumllance adverted to thus takes place always in the 
fouthern hcmifphere. The ancient deeds and diplomas cnnfulted by Wuelfer, Wagen- 
feil, Stuvenius, and Doppelmayr, make mention of no fuch fadf. But what, in my 
mind, renders the affertions of Ricciolus and Benzon exceedingly dubious, or rather 
what ftands almofl utterly in oppofition to their afl'ertions, is the globe of Behaim, 
which muft have been conftrudled as late ps 1492, the year on which Chriftoval Colon 
began his voyage. Doppelmayr has given a plan of this globe ; and the more I exa- 
mine this, the more 1 conceive doubdul that glory which Colon and Magellan have 
hitherto had aferibed to them. It would not confequently be labor loft in any one to 
make public the life of the Cavalhcro, Martin Behaim, written in the ftyle of the pre- 
fent day, and without curtailing any thing, or making any addition to the actual truth, 
deducing the fads from authentic documents alone. By fuch a procedure numerous 
errors would doubtlcfft be difeovered, as well in what has been laid in favour of, as 
againft this navigator, errors which, as is juftly obferved by the Emperor Maximilian, 
are irtfeparable from the hiftory of thofe who vifit diftant countries. This obfervation 
liviU be well' confirmed by the following fpccimen : Pieter Vandcr Ax, in a colledion 
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of voyages pi)l>lilhed by him in Dutch, under the general title of ‘ A Collection of the 
moft memorable Voyages and Travels to the Eaft and Weft-Indies * * * § )/ at the beginning 
of the fecond volume, page vii. while fpeaking of the inducements by which Colon 
was prompted to attempt his difeoveries, remarks, “ he was confirmed in tjiis opinion by 
Martin Van Boheeme, a Portuguefe of the ifland Fayal, his friend, and a great 
geographer 1 / It perhaps would be difficult to find in any other author fo great a 
number of errors in lo fmall a fpacc.” Still this ftatement has been copied by 
■Robertfon. 

Wagenfeil, as appears fisora a paffage in a letter written by him from Leibnitz, to 
Burnet |, in 1697, intended' to have given to the world fome memoirs relative to Martin 
Behaim } but it is fair to |ii‘efurae that, without the advantage of reference to the au- 
thentic documents intrufted to me, he would have produced little that could be news 

It is furprifing that Mr. Robertfon fhould have wiflicd to deprive Germany of the 
honor of having givefi birth to tlw Cavalhero Behaim ; and that he fhould affirm him 
to be a Portuguefe, called Martino de Boemia, merely becaufe Herrera § fpcaks of a 
certain Martino de Boeinia, as a particular friend of Colon; and bccaufe Gomera || 
fays that the King of Portugal poflefled a globe made by this Martin of Bohemia ; and 
that on fuch llendcr authority he fliould make the extraordinary conclufion “ that 
the Germans were probably induced to infer from the name of lliis ariift, (Martin, of 
Boemiti), that he was born in Bohemia, and on this conjefturc founded their imaginary 
claim.” 

If a writer would give a hiftory of America, it is fit he fhould firft be acquainted with 
the treatife of Stuveuius. That miftakes may be avoided fiinilar to what I have noticed 
of Robertfon, I have communicated the rofult of my enquiries to Mr. RufTcl, who Is 
now employed on a hiftory of America, in which many errojs of Mr. Robertfon will 
be corredled ; and in the critique which Mr. Korfter is about to publifh on the work of 
Robertfon, the grofs miftake 1 have noticed will no doubt excite his attention. 

As in repeating the words of Behaim, I fliall frequently have occafion to refer Jo Ms 
terreftrial globe, 1 conceive it ncceffarV to preface what I have to deliver by a deferip- 
tion of it, after firft faying a few words of the globes and charts of the ancients. 

From a pallage of Ptolemey we may conclude that, a hundred and fifty years before 
the Chriftian mra, Hipparchus traced the figures of ftars on a globe '**. Still, the firft 
inventor of a terreftrial globe is unknown ; probably it was Anaximander, a difciple of 
Thales, for in a palfage of Diogenes Laertius (Bookii. chap, i.) he ftate', fpeaking of 
him, that “ he marked the confines of the land and feas upon a globe.” Globes of 
this defeription, that is to fay, terreftrial globes, are fecn on ancient meda’s, and in 
paintings of antiquity If. Demetrius Poliorcctes caufed a terreftrial globe to be repre- 
lented on his royal mantle J|. Xiphilin fays, after Dion, that Domitian ordered Metins 

* Vetfamcling d«r gedenkwaardigfte zee-cn-land-rlflcn na Ooft, en Wtli Indien jo decicn in 8°. Am- 
fterdam, 1706. 

t Det/.c mcining wiVrd hem door Martin Van Bohecinc, van I’eylaiid Fayal gi.boonig, een Pottugees, 
zynen vriend, cen groote wecreldkun dfger, bevettigd. 

$ We arc led to expeft th.' memoirs of a gentleman of Nuremberg, reputed to'bave known America 
before Colon. Mi;, Wagenfeil fpeaks of ibis at kail in a work of geography publiflted by him. ,(Pefa 
jiivtnili j Sj pops. Gcog. p. loy.) 

§ Decad. i. lib. i. cap. ii ct Decad. ii. lib. ii. cap. xix. 

II Hiftoria General delas Indtas, cb. xci. 

ijl Note xvii. Bobk 2d of his Hiftory of America. 

** Montucla. Hifoiiedcs Mathematiques, tome i. p. 274. 

■j-f Pitturc d’^Ercole, tome xx. tav. 8. 

t j Plutarch. Life of Demetrius. , 

VOL. XI. 3 £ 
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Pompofianos to be put to death for having a terreftrial globepainted in bis room, as if 
he a^iired to fupreme power. With refped to the antiquity of geographical charts, 
Fabricius * and Hauber f may be confulted. More than one interpreter of the Scrip, 
tures pretend that geographical charts arc alluded to in the Book of Jolhua, chap. i8th. 
In Egypt, Sefoftris, whom Father Tourmenine imagines to be the PharacA of Scripture, 
direfted geographical charts to be conftrufted J. Ariftagoras, tyrafi of Miletus, 
fliewed to Cleomenes, King of Macedonia, a table of brafs, on which was reprefentfed the 
pofition of all the lands, feas, and towns from Sparta to Suza, the capital of Perfia §. 
This verfe alfo of Propertius is well known : 

Depided worlds I ftrive from charts to know ||. 

As well as the chart of Peutinger, of the time of Diocletian, (and not of Theodofius^, 
which my deceafed friend, M. Scheyb, publifhed at Vienna in 1753. Agathodemon, 
the mechanic of Alexandria, who lived in the fifth ctwitury, was the firft who conftruded 
charts for the geography of Ptolotney. Thefe are the twenty-feven charts yet in 
exiftence, but which affuredly had undergone confiderable changes previous to their 
being rendered into Latin, in 1471, by Nicholas Donis, a Benedictine of Rcichenback ; 
before which time the names were written in Greek characters. In 1762 , 1 faw, in the 
polTeflion of Mr. Reimarus, at Hamburgh, the fragment of a chart of Italy, (Ptolomey, 
tab. viii.) with the names in Greek, made in the eleventh century. In 1478, a copy of 
this chart was taken at Rome, on brafs or pewter, the names of the places on which 
were engraven with the punch. In 1482, Leonard Hal caufed this chart to be carved 
on wood, together with five other charts of modern geography, planned by Nicolas 
Donis. Twenty-three charts of this collection at Ulm, which were reprinted in i486, 
are to be found given upon vellum, and illuminated in the Latin manufeript of Ptolomey, 
written in 1 502, which belongs to the library of the town of Nuremberg. In the library 
of Ebner there is a beautiful manufeript of Ptoleiney, confifting of one hundred and 
three large fhcets in folio, with the twenty-l'even charts of Nicolas Donis, in gum 
painting. How ridiculous the opinion of the firlt Chriftians of Alexandria refpefting 
the form of the earth, may be gathered from the reprefentation given of it in the 
Chriftian Topography, which foinc writers aferibe to Rofinas Indopleufte Charlc- 
magne was accuftotned to dine from a filver tabic, on which a map of the world was 
engraven ; fo, at lead, we are told by Eginhard. 

In a volume which contains a colk^Clion of the Voyages of Marco Polo, Saint Bran- 
dan, Mandcville, Ulric dc Friuli, and Johan Schildperger, and which is Itill in the 
library of the city of Nuremberg **, the ancient owner of this book, Matthew Bratzl, 
receiver-general of the domains of the FlcCtor of Bavaria, among other notes inferted 
by him in the year 1488, placed the following : “ I have colIeCfed and joined together 
the above-mentioned book, on account of a very beautiful and valuable map of the 
world, which I have caufed to be plajiaed with greateft care, in order that it may be of 
fervice to thofc who fhall read the narratives of thefe travellers, and inftruCt them re- 
fpeCling countries hitherto unknown ; teach them the manners and cuftoms of the in- 
habitants ; and enable them, where the text ma^ be infufficient for this purppfe, to dif- 

^ver the proper road, &c. I moreover requeft and will, that fuch of my heirs as may 

* 

* * Page iv. edit. Relmarlus. f Biblioth. Antiq. p. 195. J Euftathius ad Dionyf. Parieg. 

Herodotus, lib. iv. chap. 49, |{ Cogor et e tabula pidlos edifeere mundo*. — Lib. iv. ekg. iu. v. 3 J. 

f Tabrkius, Bibl. Gr. lib. iii. p. 61 3. •• Catal. Bibl. Solg. i. No. 34. '' 

i poftefs 
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poflefs this map of the worlds have likewife ppfleflion of the above-njentioi^d volume, 
and that the two be never feparate the one from the other.” ThiSsinap of the world 
is no lonj^er to be fotmd among the manufcript8,pf the library of Nuremberg, and there 
is ftrong reafon to conclude that it has long ago been loft. 

description of the terrestrial globe of martin BEHAIM. 

I'i 

The terreftrial globe of Martin Behaim is one foot eight inches, Paris meafure, in 
diameter, and is fupported on a ftand of iron of fomc height, having three branches. 
It is prefcrved among the archives of the family of Behaim. 

The raeredian is of iron, but the horizon of brafs ; this latter is of more recent form- 
ation, (probably made by John Werner,) as feems to be indicated by the infcription on 
the border, which is, Anno Domini, 1510, die Novembris.” 

The countries belonging to different powers arc marked on this globe by flags bearing 
their arras. Thcfe flags, as well as the dwellings and figures of the inhabitants of the 
refpedive countries, are painted with great nicety. The names of places are marked 
in red and yellow ink. The globe is covered with black vellum. Every thing upon it 
is indicated according to the deferiptions of Marco Polo and Mandeville, and cxadly 
after the manner conceived by Colon ; that is to fay, that Cipango, or Japan, is that 
country which ftretches fartheft towards the eaft ; this was the caufe that, on his 
making difeovery of America, he miftook that continent for a part of Afia ; that he 
gave it the name of the Weft- Indies ; and that he preferved to the clofe of life the pro* 
jed of finding a route to the Eaft-litdies by this courfe ; a projecl conceived alfo by 
Cortez *, at the very time Magellan had already pafled the famous ftrait which bears his 
name into the South Sea, and difeovered there the Philippine Iflands : for formerly,'; 
nothing in this quarter was thought of but Cipango and Cathay. If when Colon du* 
covered the ifland Guanahani, which is one of the Lucayes, he had continued his courfe 
in a direft line, he would infallibly have entered the Gulf of Mexico. Thus alfo he 
failed of difeovering, in 1502, on his fourth voyage, the country of Yucatan, and the 
whole coaft of the Mexican Gulf, from which he was but thirty leagues dlftantf* 

Among the archives of the family of Behaim is a tolerably exact and pretty well 
executed drawing of this globe, on two flieets of vellum. 

At the lower part of the globe, near the antarftic pole, in a circle of fevc-n inches 
diameter, is painted the eagle of Nuremberg, and with it the Iiead of a ycung madonna. 
Below this, in the middle, are the arms of Nutzel ; on the right of the eagle, thofe of 
the families Volkamer and Behaim ; and on the left thofe of the families of Groland 
and Holzfchcuer. Round thofe paintings, on five lines, is inferibed as follow’s : “ At 
the requeft and order of the wife and venerable magifti'ates of the noble imperial city 
of Nuremberg, at prefent in office, Gabriel Notzd, P. Volkan-.cr,and Nicolas Groland, 
this globe was defigned and executed, from the difeoveries and indications of the Caval- 
hero Martin Behaim, a man well verfed in the cofmographic art, and one who has failed 
over riiore than a third of the globe. The whole remainder, coUefted with attention 
from the wor^s of Ptoloraey, Pliny, Strabo, and Marco Polo, and placed, the fea^^ 
Well as the different lands, according to their form and pofition, in purfuance to the oraSr 
of the before-mentioned magiftrates delivered to George Holzfchuer, who affifted in 
the execution of this globe in 1492 ; which globe was left by the faid Martin Behaina 
to the city of Nuremberg, as a token of xemembrance and homage, previous to his 

* Robertfon, Hiftbry of America. f Herrera, lib. v, cap. r. 

3 E 2 return 
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jetUrti to his wife, fettled in an illand feven hundred leagues diftatit, where he propol^ 
to end his ditys." - , 

On the lower part of the globe, bt^eath the equino£Hal line, the following iiifcrip- 
tion is fecn : — 

“ Be' it known that this figure of the globe reprefents the whole exten.^ of the earth, 
in latitude as well as in longitude, laid down geometrically, i® according to Ptolemey, 
from the Cofmographia Ptoloma;! ; 2" from the relations of the Cavagliero itarco 
Polo, who travelled into the call in the year 1250, from Venice ; 3" from what the- 
refpeftable Doctor, Sir John Mandevillo, publiflicd in 1322, in his work on the 
countries in the eaft unknown to Ptolomcy, and on all the iflands pertaining thereto, 
from which we draw our fpiccs and precious ftones ; and 4'' Irom the voyages califid 
to be undertaken by Don Juan Kitig of Portugal, in 1485, to the remaining parts of 
the globe in the fontli which were unknown to Ptolomcy, at the difeovery of which I, 
who made this globe, was prefent. Towards the wtfl: is the fca called the Ocean, on 
which alfo we have navigated beyond the limits deferibed by Ptolomey, from the co- 
lumns of Hercules to the Azores Iflands, Fayal and Pico, inhabited by the noble and 
pious Ritter, Job de Huerter, of Moerkirchen, my dearly beloved father-in-law, who 
refides there with the colonifts tranfported from Flanders, and who jiaflelTes and governs 
them. Moreover, towards the gloomy regions of the north, are found on this globe, 
beyond thefpace known to Ptolomcy, Iceland, Norway, and RuiUa, countries newly dif- 
covered, and to which every year velfels are difpatchcd, notwithllanding people in 
general are fimple enough to imagine, that, from the form of the globe all parts cannot 
be travelled over or navigated.” 

Beneath Prince’s Ifland, and thofe of Saint Thomas and Saint Martin, is written : — 

Thefe iflands were difeovered by the vefl'els wliich the King of Portugal fent to tfiefe 
keys of the countries of the Moors in the year 1484. They were then no other than 
deferts, in W'hich no man was found, nor any thing but forcfls and birds. The King of 
Portugal annually tranlports hither fuch of his fubjccls as have merited death, men and 
women, and gives them lands to cultivate for their fupport, to the end thefe iflands may 
be peopled with Portuguefe.” 

Item. — In thefe countries fumraer reigns while with us it is winter ; and all the 
feathery tribe, and all the quadrupeds, are diflerently formed to thofe of our country. 
Much amber grows here alfo, v, hich wc, in Portugal, call algalhia.” 

Doppelmayr has given a rcprd'eutation of this globe on a very fmall fcale, though, 
generally fpcaking, in a pretty corredt manner. However there arc fcveral places laid 
down on the globe which Doppelmayr docs not quote. 1 fhall fubjoin all that is written 
upon it from a faithful copy taken by rue from the globe itfelf. 

At the Cape of Good Hope is writtem : — 

“ Here the columns of the King of Portugal were creOied, in the year of our Saviour 
1485.” 

“ In the year from the birth of Jefus Chrift, i {84, the illuflrious Don Juan, King 
of Portugal, caufed two vcflcis to be equipped, called caravellas, well furniflied with 
men, and with provifions and arms for three years. This equipment was ordered to 
part the columns raifed by Hercules in Africa, navigating conftantly towards the 
fouth, and toward., the countries where the fun rifes as far as might be poflible ; ,the faid 
moreover caufed thefe vefl'els to be laden with all kinds of merchandize, to be fold 
or&rtered j as well, he put on board eighteen horfes, richly caparifoned, defiglied as 
prenblE for Moorifli Kings, one to each, as we might deem expedient. Specimens 
'weafe'rtwfcwifejpvcn to us of all kinds of fpices, to exhibit to the Moors, that they might 

know 
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know what objeds we came in fearch of among them. Thus equipped, we failed from 
the port of Lifbon, fleering foi Madeira, where the Portugal fugai* gro^ ; and after 
doubling the Fortunate Iflands, and the barrep iflands the Canaries, we^ found fome 
Moorilh ‘Kings, to whom we made prefents,^ and from whom we received others in 
excliange. We arrived in the country called the kinj^dom of Gambia, whe^e grows 
the car^rnom-tree j it is eight hundred German leagues diftant from Portugal : after 
this we arrived in the dominions of the King of Furfur, which is twelve hundred Ger- 
man miles or leagues further diftant, and in which the pepper grov;s called Portugal 
pepper. Beyond is a country in which we found the cinnamon-bark. Being now two 
thoufand three hundred leagues away from Portugal, we tacked about, and, after a 
voyage of nineteen months, returned to our king and country.” 

On the other fide of the fouth cape of Africa, near Riotucunero (now Targoncro) 
and Porto Bartholo Viego, the Portuguefe flag is painted, and by the fide of it appears 
the following : — . 

“ Thus for the Portuguefe vcflels advanced, and licre they ercdled their column} and 
after a voyage of nineteen months they returned to their own country.” 


Ca/>c Verd, 

“ It fhould be known that the fea, called the Ocean, which lies between Cape Verd 
and this country, has a rapid current towards the fouth. When Hercules had arrived 
thus far with his Ihips, and noticed this phenomenon, he returned, and planted his co- 
lumns, the infeription on which * proves that Hercules was not itviagincd to have pro- 
ceeded farther } but the writer of this article was difpatched beyond tin's point in the year 
1485, by the King of Portugal.” 

h’rom the globe of Behaim, on which America is entirely left our, it is .apparent thta 
he had no knowledge of this divifion of the globe at the period of its conflruftion, and 
we may readily conclude that Stuvenius would never have written his treatife De vero 
Novi Orbis Inventore, if he had feen this globe, of which he knew only by report, as 
he himfelf acknowledges 1 . What Behaim fays of the ifland Antilia, or Septe Ritade,. 
as well as of that of Saint Brandan, is given by hin|p|pierely from the reluti m of others. 

“ The Fortunate Iflands, or thofe of Cape Verd, pofi'efs a healthy climate, and have 
been inhabited by the Portuguefe ever fince the year 1472.” 


The IJlands Azores, or Cathcrides. 

“ Thefc iflands were peopled in the year 1466, when the King of I’lirtugal gave 
them, after much entreaty, to Ifabclla, the Duchels of Burgundy, Lis hder. At that 
time an obftinatc war raged in Flanders, with a great dear'i: ; ami the laid Puchefs 
lent from Flanders to thefc iflands a number of people, men and women, and of ail 
trades } with them likewife flie fent priefts, and every appendage to religious worlhq.', 
and feveral velTels freighted with furniture, and all things requifite for the culture of the 
land and conftruftion of houfes ; flic moreover made them a prefent of necelTaries for 
fubfiftence fufficient for two years, on condition that they, for time to come, fliould 
of her at mafs, and every one lay for her one avo-maria. The number of perlohs 
fent on this occafion amounted to two thoufand ; fo tliat what with their defeendants, 
and|lhofe who have been added to their number from abroad, the population now 

* Ne plus ultra. f Page 43. Edit. Francofa^Manum, 1714,10 8vo. , 

amounts 
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^mounts to many thoufands. In 1490, alfo, many thoufand perfons, Germans as Well 
as Flemings, refided here, who had emigrated under the noble knight Job de Huertdl', 
Lord of Moerkirchen, in Flanders, my dear father-in-law, to whom thefe iflands were 
given for hirafelf and his defcendants by thefaid Duchefsof Burgundy. In thefe iflands 
grows the Portugal fugar, fruits ripen twice in the year, and all kinds of provifion are 
very cheap ; fo that they are competent to fupport a ftill greater number of inhabitants 
who may go thither to feek fubfillencc. 

In the year of our Lord 1431, when the infant Don Peter reigned in Portugal, two 
veflels were fitted out by his orders, ftored with every requifite for two years* fubfiftence 
of the crews, and difpatched for the exploration of the countries behind St. Jago de 
Finifterre. ’ Thefe veffels, thus equipped, conftantly made fail towards the weft for the 
fpace of nearly five hundred German leagues. At- length they one day difeovered 
thefe ten iflands, and on their landing found only deferts, and birds which were fo tame 
that they never avoided man ; in thefe deferts no man was found, nor any quadruped, 
which accounts for the tamenefs of the feathered race. On this account thefe iflands 
received the name of Azores (Allures) or gofs-hawks. Furthermore, in compliance 
with orders from the King of Portugal, in the fuccccding year fixteen veffels were dif- 
patched hither, carrying with them all kinds of domellic animals, a portion of each of 
which was landed on every illand that they might multiply thereon.” 

The IJIand Antilhi, called alfo Septe Ritade*. 

In the year of Chrift, 734, that year in which the whole of Spain was conquered 
by the Pagans from Africa, the illand Antilia, called alfo Septe Ritade, was peopled by 
an archbifliop from Porto, in Portugal, accompanied by fix bilhops and a number of 
Chrillians, men and women, who had fled from Spain with their cattle and effefts. It 
was a Spanilli veflel which, in 1414, approached the nearell to this illand.” 


The If and Saint Brandan\. 

** In the year of Chrift, 56 5, %int Brandan touched at this illand and landed here, 
feeing many wonderful things j and after the lapfc of feven years, returned to his own 
country.** 

Tht 

* This is one of the inoft remarkable things on the globe of Dehaim. The Portuguefe from this ap- 
pear to have known, even thus early, the name of Antilles, the explanation of which term is thus given in 
the great Portuguefe Diftionaryof Blutean, under the head Antilhas. “ He o nome de humas pequenat 
ilhas do archipelago da America Meridional afllkchamadas, como quern diflera ilhas oppollas, ou frontieras 
as grandes ilhas da America.” This is the name of certain fmall iflands of the archipelago of Southern 
America, fo denominated to fignify their being oppofite to or littiitancous of the great iflands of America. 

” This illand,” fays Honorius Phtloponus, of the ordei of Benediiflines (Nova typis tranfa^a navi- 
gatio novi orbis Indite Occidentalis R. R. patrum monachorum ordinis S. Benedifll, i6ai fol. pag. 14.) 
” fome geographers and hydrographers call the ifland of Saint Brandan. It is fituatc in the Northern 
Ocean, off the Cortereal region, or that of New France in North America.” It is placed, on the globe 
of Behaim, between the latitudes 0° and 8° N. from 42° to 48* weft of the illand of Ferro. The poution 
gmn by the defeription of Philoponus is that of Newfoundland, while excepting in bis aferibing to it i. 
tMv weftern longitude than what that country has in retlfity (an error pardonable in hii age) th^ fiteof 
the imaginary ifland of Behaim correfponds with that of Guiana. 

imaginary ifland feems alfo to have been called Ima, dnd the fabulous voyage of St. Brandan it 
noticeo in the fifth and fixth chapters of the Bibliotheca Horacenfl of Jean de Bos. St, Brandan tt lifce- 
wue mrationed in the Aftis Sanctorum, d. xvi Mail (t. iii. p. 602) ; the paflage runs as follows i— r 
• *! his mafter (Brandan) and his companions he prepared to viCt an ifland of great celebrity, fituate 
in thow parts of the Ocean, and called Ima, which was laid to bear no fmall rtfemblance to ParadiTe. A 

veflel 
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The Feminine and Mafctdine IJUxndu 

« Thefe two iflands were peopled in the yeHr 1285, the one by mdi, the other by 
women only ; the two have communication with each other only once »eyery year. 
They are Chriftians, and have a bilhop dependent on the archbilhop of Scoria *. 

The IJland Scoria. 

“ Thisifland is fituate five hundred miles from the Feminine and Mafculine Iflands. 
The inhabitants are Chriftians, and are governed by an archbilhop. Very good filk 
ftuffs are manufaftured there ; and much amber grows, as is related by Marco Polo in 
the 38 th chapter of his third book. 

“ Item.— -I muft obferve that the fpices which are fold in the iflands of the Eaft 
Indies pafs through a number of hands before they reach our country. 

“ In the firft place the inhabitants of the iflands called Great Java buy them in the 
other iflands, where they arc collcded by their neighbours. 

“ Secondly, thofe of the ifland Seylaii f , where St. Thomas was interred, buy them 
in the ifland of Java, and tranfport them to their own country. 

“ Thirdly, they are landed again in the ifland of Seylan, to be fold or exchanged 
with the merchants of the ifland Aurea, in the Cherfonefus, where they are warehouled. 

“ In the fourth place, the merchants of the ifland Taprobane buy them in Seylan,, 
and remove them thence to their own ifland. 

“ Fifthly, the Mahoraedans refort to Taprobane from Aden, buy the fpices, pay the- 
duties, and tranfport them to their own country. 

“ Sixthly, the people of Algiers afterwards purchafe them, and remove them, partly 
by fca, but a greater diftance by land carriage. 

“ In the fevenih place, the Venetians and others buy them of thefe people. 

Eighthly, the Venetians part with them in barter, or fell them to the Germans;. 

“ Ninthly, they are then expofed for fale at Frankfort, Prague, and other places. 

“ In the tenth place, they roach England and France. 

“ The eleventh hands they pafs through are thofe of the retailers, of whom, in 

“ The twellth place, the confumer purchafes them j hence may be fecn the great 
charges to which they muft needs be fubjefl:, and the vafl profit colleitively deduced. 

“ Twelve feparate gains are derived from them, cxclufive of their being fubject mapy 
times to a duty of one pound on ten of their value. It muft moreover be noticed, that; 


vcfTel of good fize being fitted out for the purpofi*, with all things proper and ncccfiiiry, they embarked,, 
the number of brethren being about ninety five, trailing and hoping at all times in Jefus Chrift, whom, the 
only begotten of God the Father, the winds and feas eternally obey. After long wandering over the main,, 
and a confiderable time had elapfed without any accident befalling them, or lofs even of one of theii* number, 
and after their fearch fot the illan J bad proved wholly fruitlefs, tired of their long voyage, doubling the 
Orcades and the reft of the Northern Iflands, they returned to their own country.*' 

In chapter fixth, likewife h fin'd— ^ 

Machutus, being ordained a bifliop, with his holy mafter Brandan, and other equally fandified^HHn,. 


Drougpt to lire aritr aeatn, oi wtiaies, &c. I’hc learned Jeluit, Godfrey Iienfchentus,.who mi 
nized the hiftory of the life of St. Brandao, fay#, Coju# hiltoria, at fabulis re^a, omiititur. 

• Marco Polo writes Sepira. f With t&rco Polo, Seylam. 

m 
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in the eaftern countries years of dearth often occur, fo that it is by no means (urpriHng 
when the fpicfes reach the confumer they Ihould obtain atmoft their weight in gold. TMIs 
is what Matteo Bartolomeo, a Florentine, relates, who returned fiom India in the year 
1424 ; and who accompanied Poge Eugene IV. to Venice, and recounted to him what 
he had obferved during twenty.four years refidence in the Eaft.” 

JJland Taprobane. 

“ Many wonderful things are told refpeSing this ifland in ancient hiftory, of the 
manner in which its inhabitants fuccoured Alexander the Great, and how they marched 
to Rome, and made alliance with the Emperor Pompey. This ifland is four thoufand 
leagues in circuit, and is divided into four kingdoms, in which are a great quantity of 
gold, pepper, camphor, aloes, and gold duft. Tlie people adore idols j the men ai-e of 
large nature, robuft, and good aflronomcrs. « 


r IJldnd Madagafcar, 

“ The failors in the Indies where Saint Thomas is buried, in the province of Moabar, 
generally go in twenty days fi-oni that country to the ifland of Madagafcar ; but when 
they return home they arc more than three months on tiie voyage, on account of the 
currents, which run very ftrong towards the fouth. This is what Marco Polo relates 
in his third book, chapter 39.’* 


IjJand ZanzihiT, 

T, his ifland, called Zanziber, is two thoufand leagues in circumference; it is go- 
verned by its peculiar king, has a language of its own, and the iflanders are idolaters. 
They are of extraordinary fize, four times as ftrong as we are, and eat as much as five 
common men. They go entirely naked, are perfectly black, very ugly, have large long 
ears, enormous mouths, and frightful eyes, four times as large as men in general. 
1 heir women are equally ftiocking in appearance. Thefe people live on dates, milk, 
rice, and meat. No wdne is made among them, but they prepare a very palatable 
beverage from rice and fugar. They carry on a confiderable trade in amber and ivory. 
Many elephants rove through the country, and on the coafts a number of whales are 
caught. Leopards, carnelopardales, lions, and other animals, materially different from 
thofe of our country, are likewife taken in numbers. From the account of Marco 
Polo, Book iii. chapter 41.” 


IJland Scylan. 

ifland of Seylan abundance of precious ftones and eaftem pearls are found. 
The king of this country poflefles the largeft and handfomeft ruby that ever was feen. 
1 he inhabitants go entirely naked, the women as well as the men. The country yiel^ 
but no corn. 1 he king is independent on any fuperior power, and worlhips idols. 

1 He ifland is two thoufand leagues in circumference, according to Marco Polo, in the 

2 chapter of his third Book. ^ 

J* Some years back the great Cham of Cathay fent to the King of Seylan, and 
* Mnfiderable value for this ruby; but the king returned for anfwer, tbit, as 
Itone had long pertained to his anceftors, he thought it would be unjufl; in him to 

deprive 
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deprive his country of fuch a treafure. This ruby is faid to be a foot and a half long, 
a %an in breadth, and without any flaw.” 


IJland Java Minors 

“ This ifland is two thoufand Italian leagues in circumference, and contains right 
kingdoms. The inhabitants have a diftinft language, and are addided to the wormip 
of idols. The country produces all kinds of fpiccs. In the kingdom of Boflman * are 
many unicorns, elephants, and monkeys, with a human countenance. Item, no com 
is grown on the ifland, but bread is made in it from rice j inftead of wine the people 
ufe for drink a liquor which is extrafted from trees. This is of a red as well as a white 
colour ; it is tolerably pleafant to the tafte, and is met with in great plenty in the king- 
dom of Samara. In the kingdom of Dageram f it is cuftomary, when the idol affirms 
that a fick individual will not recover, to ftifle him immediately after the oracle is de- 
livered ; his friends then caufc his flefh to be cooked, and partake of it with much re- 
joicing, in order, as they fay, that it may not become the food of worms. In the king- 
dom of Jambri |, the inhabitants of both fexes have a tail growing from their rump 
like dogs. In this kingdom is an extraordinary abundance of fpices ; and animals 
all defcriptions are found, fuch as unicorns, &c. In the other kingdom, called Fanfur, 
the bed camphor in the known world is produced, which is fold for its weight in gold. 
Here alfo are large trees, from between the bark and the heart of which a kind of flour 
is colleded ; it ferves to make bread, and is excellent food §. Marco Polo fays, in the 
fixteenth chapter of his third book, that he refided five months on this ifland.” 


Ifland Java Major. 

“ After leaving the great country of Cathay, going by the way of the kingdom of 
Ciamba, and failing fifteen hundred Italian leagues towards the eafl, you arrive at the 
ifland called Java Major, three thoufand Italian leagues in circumference. The king 
of this ifland is tributary to no one, and adores idols. Here, all kinds of fpices are 
found, fuch as pepper, nutmegs, mace, ginger, galanga, cloves, cinnamon ; and all kinds 
of roots, which are tranfported thence to different quarters of the globe, and which 
render this country the refort of a number of merchants at all times.” 


Ifland Angama [{. 

“ In the 2 ad chapter of the laft book of Marco Polo it is faid, that the people of 
the ifland Angama have the head, eyes, and teeth of dogs ; and that they are a very 
uncivilized and cruel race of men. They prefer human to other flefh, and eat rice 
cooked in milk in lieu of bread. They worfliip idols, and cultivate all kinds of fpices 
in great abundance, as well as many fruits, peculiar to their country, and differing much 
from thofe which grow with us in the weft.” 


• Marco Polo writes the name of this kingdom Bafman. 
f According to the above-noticed author, Dragoian. 
j Called by Marco Polo, Lambri. 
f An erroneous account of the fago-palm. 

II Marco Polo writes Anganiam. 

3 P 
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TJl(md Zipangu*. 

,<* The Ifland Zipangu is fituate in the eaftern part of ,the globe ; the people of. 'the 
country are idolaters. The fovireign of the ifland is independent. The ifland pro- 
duces an extraordinary quantity of gold, and contains all forts of precious Hones and 
eaftern pearls. Thus much Marco Polo relates of it m his third book, chapter ad. 

Marco Polo likewife aflinns in his third book, chapter 42, that failors have truly 
obferved that in this fea of India there are more than twelve thoufand feven hundrj^ in- 
habited iflands, in many of which are found precious ftones, fine pearl, and gold mines ^ 
the inhabitants of them arc men differing alfo from the generality of mankind ; but the 
detail of thefe matters would be too long to give in this place. 

The fea here produces many wonderful things; fyrens, for example, and other 
filh. 

“ Thofe who are anxious of information refpe£Hng thefe fingular people, and thefe 
extraordinary fea-fifli, as well as the terreftrial animals, may confult the works of Pliny, 
V Ifidorus, Ariftotle, Strabo, the Specula of Vincent de Beauvais, and other authors. 

^ “ In their writings will be found a defeription of the inhabitants of the iflands, of 
the fea, of many wonders ; and of their terreftrial animals, roots, precious ftones, &c.’* 

Ifland Candia. 

“ The ifland Candia, with all the other iflands, as well Little Java as Angama, 
Neucuran, Pentham, Seylan, with all India Magna and the country of Sr. Thomas, are 
fo much to the fouth that the polar ftar, which with us is called the arflic pole, is there 
never feen ; but in its ftead another ftar is vifible, called the antarflic ; hence thefe 
countries are exaftly our antipodes, fo that when day with us it is night with them, and 
when the fun fets with us it rifes with them ; and half the ftars which are beneath and 
invifible to us are feen by them : this therefore proves that the earth, with all its mafs 
of water, was formed by God of a round figure, as is ftated by Sir John Mandeville in 
the third part of his voyages.” 


^and Neucuran f. 

Marco Polo, in his third Book, chap. 20, fays, the ifland Neucuran is fituate a 
hundred and fifty Italian miles from the ifland Great Java, and that this ifland produces 
nutmegs, cinnamon, and cloves in abundance. In it are likewife whole forefts of fandal 
wood, and all forts of arontatics. 

“ This ifland produces a great quantity of rubies, emeralds, topazes, fapphiies, and 
eaftern pearls.” 


Ifland Pentan J. 

** On failing towards the fouth from the kingdom of Loach, you arrive at the Ifland 
Pentan, covered with forefts of odoriferous trees. The fea which furrounds this ifland is 


• The author before noticed writes Zipangri. 
f The Nreuram of Marco Polo. 

Called Petan by the lait quoted author. 
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only two fathoms d&ep, as is obferved by Marco Polo, lib. ili. chap. 1 2. The great 
heat qf tfiic climate obliges the inhabitants to go entirely naked. 

** The people of this kingdom are imitated by thofeof the country of Vaar, who 
alike go without cloaths, and, as do the inhabitants of Pentan, adore an ox.** « 

IJland Coylur*, 

In this ifland Coylur, Saint Thomas the Apoftlc fulFered martyrdom. 

“ Here, in the time of Sir John Mandeville, was found an illand, the inhabitants of 
which had the heads of dogs ; and here the polar ftar, called with us the ardic pole, is 
not vifible. Thofc who navigate this fea are under neceflity oi ufmg the aftrolabe, as 
the compafs in this part does not point. 

“ All this country, and all thel'c feas, with theillands and their kings, were given by 
the three holy kings to the Emperor Prefter John. The inhabitants of almoft all of 
thefe iflands and countries profcflfetl Chriftianity at one time, but at prefent only feveuty- 
two nations arc Chriftian. 

“ Thole who inhabit ihcfc iflands have tails like animals, according to Ptolemey, who 
makes this ftatemcm in his eleventh table of Afia. 

“ Thd'e iflands are ten in number, and are called the Manilla Iflands. VelTels frameti 
with iron cannot navigate among them, on account of the loadftone in them.** 

The River Ganges. 

“ In the book of Gencfis is feen that the country through which the Ganges flows is 
called llavilah. Here fliould grow the finefl: gold in the known world. In holy writ, 
in the 3d Book of Kings, chapters ix. and x. it is faid that King Solomon fent hither his 
velTels in fearch of this gold, as well as of pearls and precious ftones, which he caufed 
to be brought from Ophir to Jerufalcm.” 

Tartary. 

Marco Polo (lib. iil. cap. 47.) fays that, in the northern parts, among mountains 
and deferts under the artlic pole, dwell <i people of Tartar race, called Permians. They 
adore an idol made of furs, and called Natigai. The occupations of thefe people are 
limited to repairing in fummer northward to the ardfic pole, where they catch ermines, 
martins, rein-deer, foxes, and other animals, on which they fubfift, and the fkins of 
which ferve them for clothing. During fummer they inhabit the country for the fake 
of hunting ; and at approach of winter retire towards the fouth to Ruflia, where they 
dwell in caverns under ground to fhelter themfclvcs from the bleak wind called aquilo, 
and line their caverns, for warmth, with the fkins of animals. W ith them in winter 
there is very little day, but in fummer the fun never leaves them at night. In the very 
midft of fummer fome few herbs and roots grow with them, but the earth yields neither 
com nor wine, on account of the intenfenefs of the cold.** 

Iceland. 

^ “ In Iceland fair men are found, who are Chriflians. The cuflom of its inhabitants 
IS to fell dogs at a very high rate, while they willingly part with fome of their children 
to merchants for nothing, that they may have fulHcient to fupport the remainder. 

* By Marco Polo w ritten Coylum j with this author moreover it i» not denominated an ifland, but a 
kingdom of the ifland of Seyhm, «r Ceylan. On the globe of Dehaim ihia ifland is a peninfnla of 
Aua, in form of a peninfula. ' • 

3 F a « Item.— 



404 


PIGAFETTA'S VOYAGE R0UND'*'THE WORLD.* 

Item.— In Iceland are found men eighty years old, who have never tal^pd breid. 
In this country no corn grows, and in lieu of bread dried fifh is eaten. In Iceland it is 
the ftock^filh is taken which is brought to our country/* 


BESIDES this globe of Behaim there arc moreover two other ancient globesjn the 
library of the city of Nuremberg. They are executed each of them with much 
nicety, and the names of places are written on them. The mofl: ancient of the two 
was made by John Schoener, the firft profcflbr of mathematics in the univerfity of Nu- 
reCiberg : he conftruded it in Bamberg, at the expence of John Scyler, his protector ; 
by whom, when he came to inhabit this city, it was brought hither. This globe is three 
feet in diameter, and bears an infeription in Latin verfe cxprellive of the particulars 
related. 

The author of the other terreflrial globe is unknown. 

The year after Martin Behaim conftrufted his globe', Anthony Robuger caufed geo- 
graphical charts to be engraven on wood for the chronicle of Hartman Schedel. 

In the library of Kbner there is a map of the world, defigned and engraven on vellum 
in 1529, by Diego Ribera, tlic geographer of the King of Spain, with an explanation 
in the Spanifli language. On it is marked in a very diftindt manner the limits of the 
new world from the demarcation of Pope Alexander VI. 


MARTIN II. Behaim was born at Nuremberg, probably in the year 1430. His father, 
Martin I. was a councillor of that city, in which he died in 1 474, and was buried in the 
church of the Dominicans. His mother was Agnes Shopper, of Shopper/Iiof, Martin 
Behaim had a filler and four brothers, the youngeft of whom. Wolf, or Wolfrath, car- 
ried off' the prize, at a tournament held at Nuremberg in 1503, and afterwards went 
to join his brother at Lilbon, where he died in 1507, and was buried in the church of 
our Lady of the Conception. The uncle of Martin Behaim, called Leonard Behaim, 
with whom He maintained a literary correfppndence during four and twenty years, died 
in i486. The fon of this Leonard, Michel Behaim, born in 1459, died a fenator of 
Nuremberg in 1511. At the houfc of this coufin Martin refided, when at Nuremberg 
in 1491 and 1492. 

That certain writers * affume the family of Martin Behaim to have come from 
Kramlau, in Bohemia, may be attributed, either to his anceflors being really Bohemians, 
that is to fay of the circle of Pilfiier ; or from Martin himfdf, in his youth, having palled 
fome time there for purpofes of trade. 

Philip Beroald the elder, and Regiomontanus, are reputed to have been the mailers 
of Behaim t, but it would be difficult to prove that he was a difciple of Regiomontanus, 
whofe real name was John Muller, who did not vifit Nuremberg before the year 1471, 
and who, in 1475, went to Rome, where he died the next year. 

* Chridaoph. Ccllarius, Hift. tnedil aevi, p. 215 ; Geog. Nov, p. 460, 1698. 

f Olfert Dapper Befciir^ving van Amcrika, Amllcrdatn, 1673, in folio, where Behaim i& faid to have 
.,|Wen a fcholar of Monteregius or Koningfberger. 

4 And 
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And ftffl lefs probable is it that he was a fcholar of Beroald, who never quitted Italy 
except on'occafioUipf a fliort vilit to Paris j for it is merely conjeftural that Behaim 
really went, as he once propofedt, to Venice, in 1 457, as alfo that he remaned there till 
1476 ; and the conjecture, as’ I have found by the correfpondcnce he maintained with 
his uncle Leonard, is altogether ungrounded, feeing the interval between 1455 and 
1479 (a circumftance hitherto not generally known) was fpent by him, as was common 
enough among the nobility of that time, in commerce. Later than the date of the 
laft of his letters from Antwerp, in the Low Countries, the 8th June, 1479, nothing is 
found refpeding him. It is highly probable that in the year 1481 he had repaired to 
Portugal, where then reigned Alphonfo V. 

Before 1 proceed farther it may be proper I lliould controvert the tale which the 
writer of a German Didionary * has endeavoured to accredit, that it was Martin Be- 
haim who, in 1460, difeovered, under li'abella, widow of the Duke Philip III. of Bur- 
gundy, the ifland of i^^ayal, and thdt he peopled it with a colony in 1466. Thefe fads 
are rather attributable to L;b de Huerter, Lord of Moerkirchen, and father-in-law to 
our Behaim, as he exprefl'es with fufficient perfpicuity on his globe f. It was only in 
1467 that Ifabella became a widow ; and her fon, Charles the Bold, then thirty-four 
years of age affumed the reins of government immediately after his father’s deaths 
How is it poffible then that Ifabella, as regent, could have caufed a veffel to be htted 
out by Martin Behaim, who, in 1479, w'as (till carrying on the linen trade, as appears 
by his letter of the 8th of June before quoted ? 

It was undoubtedly the Normans who firft failed to the Azores in the ninth century ; 
and, according to the Prefident De Thou, it was Jean de Betancourt who difeovered 
thefe iflands, to which afterwards the names Terceres was given, the Flemilh Illands, 
and the Iflands of Gofs-hawks, (Ilhasdos A9ores.) 

The Portuguefe, in 1418, difeovered Porto Santo, and in 1420, Madera, the two 
Fortunate Iflands. 

In 1433 they doubled Cape Bojador, in Africa, before then regarded as the Ne plus 
Ultra of navigation. The Azores Iflands w'cre difeovered in the following order : — 

Santa Maria, the 15th Augufl:, M32, by Gonzalez Velho Cabral. It was the firft 
port made by Criftoval Colon, on the 13th February, 1493, when affailcd by atempeft 
on his return from America. 

San Michael, difeovered likewife by Cabral, on the 8th May, 1444. 

Tcrcera, difeovered in the interval between the years 1444 and 1450. 

Saint George, and La Graciofa, in 1450 and 1451. 

It is not pollible to fix with precifion the date of the difeovery of the iflands Flores 
and Carvo ; but it is afeertained that they were known in 1449. 

Pico and Fayal were difeovered by mariners from St. George and La Graciofa. The 
firft colony by which thefe iflands were peopled was compofed of Flemings, who were 
brought to Pico by Job de Huerter, whofe daughter Jane of Macedo afterwards be- 
came the wife of Martin Behaim. 

Barros J, the chief hiflorian of the voyages of the Portuguefe, who knew nothing 
either of Stuvenius §, or Tozen ||, his opponent, fays, on fpeaking of the proprietory 

of 

• Nurenbergifclien Gelehrte Lexicon und MunzbelulUgungcn. 

+ See page 31J6. 

f Dccada i. lib. ii. cap. i. 

§ Job. Fred. Stuveniua, de vero novi orbis inventore, diflertatio hiftorico-critica. Francof. ad Moenum, 
1714, 8vo. ♦ , 

II Chriftoval Colon, the firit who really difeovered the new world, defended againft the unfounded pre- 

tenfions 
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the Azores iflands: “ In the diplomatic archives is found that, in 1449, tfie 
Alphonfo V. granted permiffion to Don Henry to fend colonies to jthe feven’illands of 
Azores, which had already been difcovered. Thithcfr Iheep and homed cattle had 
(already been tranfported, in confequence of orders from 'the fame Infant, on board the 
(fleet of Admiral Gonzalez Velho. In 1457, the King ceded to his nephew Don 
Fernan all the iflands hitherto difcovered, with full jurifdidion, but with fome reflric- 
tions. In 1460, the infant Don Henry ceded to Don Fernan, his nephew and adopted 
fon, the iflands of Jefus and La Graciofa, retaining thofe only belonging to the order 
of Chrift, of which he was the protetSIor. The King ratified this cefliou at I-ifl^n on 
the ad September, the fame year.” 

Antonio Herrera, in his defeription of the Azores iflands, pubiiflied in 158a and 
1^83, p-age 161, makes mention of their diicovery, but fays nothing of Martin 
Behaim. 

In an old Dutch chart by Juft Dankerfs, the iftand Fnyal is placed imrnodiately 
‘below that of h'lorcs. It owes its name of Fayal to the numocr of beech-trees 
(Upon if. 

For the dUferent difeoveries, it is obfeiwable that foreigners were in general pre- 
ferred *: “ Hence” favs Barrost, “ Antonio de Nolle, a fellow-countryman of Colon, 
was employed on occaiion of the difeovery of the iflainl of Sant Jago, near Cape Verd, 
to the capitancy or government of which his fuccenors were in part appointed ; a cer- 
tain Jean Baptifte, a Frenchman, was entrufted with the government of tlie ifiand 
Mayo; and Job Dutra (the Portugutfe manner of writing the name of De 1 Inert er), 
the father-in-law of Martin Behaim, with that of Fayal.” For this reafon, near the 
.Ifland Fayal, flags are painted on the globe of Behaim, with, on them, the arms of 
the city of Nuremberg, and thofe of the family of Behaim. 

In the life of the infant Don Henry | a very detailed account is afforded of the dif- 
eovery and population of the Azores iflands, in which however no mention is made of 
Martin Behaim. The perfon on whom, at that time, tlic ifland Fayal was beftowed is 
Hated to be (page 335.) Jorge de Ultra, a Fleming of noble extra(;fion ; and it is fur- 
ther ftated that it was he who firft founded a colony there, the property in which was 
<eded to him by the Infant. 

According to the moft recent account we poffefs of the ifland Fayal §, its prefent 
population is fifteen thoufand, difperfed through twelve pariflu;s, a third part of the 
number in Horta, a town lltuatc on the wcllern fide, wiili an excellent port. The 
inhabitants are reckoned to be an honeft race, careful, laborious, and generally better 
4:lad than thofe of Madera. In this ifland wheat is cultivated, maize, and excellent 
flax, which grows to an unufual height. 

It is not improbalile that the name of Horta, given to this town, is derived from 
Huerter, who planted the firft colony on the ifland Fayal ; notwithftandiiig this term 
may be interpreted alfo to mean the lown of Gardens. Linfehoten |j oblervcs, that 


pretenfions of thofe who attribute the honour of the difeovery to Amerigo Vefpucci and Martin Eehaiir, 
Jjy L/ fiizcn. (In German.) Gottingen, 1761. i^vo. 

♦ For the pluincli reafon ; the Italiins and Flemings, being the chief navigators and mod experienced 
Xcamen, had the mod ample knowledge at this time of the fca. Kng. Tr. 

As Decadas iii. primelras de Alia de Joano de Barrop, 1 . iii, cap. 11 . foh 56. Lifbon, 1628. 

J Vpda do infante D. tknriquc, eferita per Candido Lufiuno. (Father Jofeph, of the Congregation 
of Or^iofians.) Em. Lilboa, 1758. 4to. 

§ A'fibr^d by Forder in the 2d vol. of the Voyage of Captain Cook round the World, In the year# 
^772 1775* 11 Navig. cap. xcvih p. ii8. 
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is his time the Flemilh language was entirely loft among tlie inhabitmts, who fpoke 
the iPortuguefe only ; though they received with partiality fuch individuals as came 
from the Low Countries, whonr they regarded as the countrymen of their anceftors. 

As Criftoval Colon refided.in Portugal from 1471 to 1484, and as it appears vet^ 
probable he was acquainted with Martin Behaim *, I think it right to point out pre- 
cifely the origin of the opinion that the latter participated in the difcovery of America^ 
and even of the Straits of Magellan. 

Colon, a native of Terra Roffa, in 1471 married the daughter of the captain of a 
Portuguefe veffel, called Bartolomeo Pereftrellaf, whom Prince Henry of Portugal 
had employed on his firrt; expedition to the Indies. This young lady was denominated 
Philippina Moniz Percftrella. Colon, who thus became poffeffed of the nautical charts 
and journals of his father in law fet fail for Africa, and from divers caufes drew the 
conclufion that by failing conftantly weftward, acrofs the Atlantic Ocean, new coun- 
tries would be difeovered. In 1482 he laid his projeft before the fenate of Genoa, . 
his country §, but it was difregarded. In 1483, he confequently addreffed himfelf to 
Don Juan II. King of Portugal, who, in his conception, was likely to comprehend it 
more fully ; but at this court he was equally unfuccefsful, as the projedi of Colon 
was formed, as pretended there, wholly on the reveries of Marco Polo refpedUng 
Cipangu, that is to fay, Japan |j. 

In Vafconcellos^ are found the rcafons which prevented Diego Ortiz, bifliop of Ceuta, . 
as well as the coftnographers Rodrigo and Jofeph, from countenancing the proportions of 
Colon : their objedlions are chiefly to be attributed to the perfect ignorance of the Portu- 
guefe at that time of the countries in the weftern part of the globe **. 

This circumftance feems to prove that Martin Behaim, who at this period was at 
Lifbon, was intimate with Rodrigo and Jofeph, and well known to Colon himfelf, en- 

* PofTiblv it might he from Behaim that Colon learnt that the fea had one day call on fliore at the 
Azorfs two dead bodies with extraordinarily large faces. 

f Barros relates (Dec. i. lib. i. cap, 2.) that this PcreUrtlh was firll a gentleman belonging to the 
Ct)uri ot Don Juan, brother of Don Hcm-y, and that, feme little time before the beginning of tlie year 
J430> the latuT entrufted him with a vcflel and people to colonize the ifland Porto Santo. Mukr.* 
The name Pcuftrella, it is highly probable, was given him in addition to that of Moniz, on account of his 
excflling in t;bfervancc and knowledge of the polar liar, and {leering his veflcl by its guidance, Pcreiltella^ * 
in Portuguefe meaning, by the (tar. Eng. 'Br. 

J 'riiis no doubt gave rife to the tale, that a certain captain of a fliip, driven by the winds on to a 
country ritlcrly unknown, died in the houfc of Ciiftoval Colon, and bequeathed to him the journal and 
charts of his voyage. Gomera cites this as a faft ; Hill, de las Ind. part i. fol 10 a.' Oviedo, in liiB 
Hill Gt n. de las Indias. Salamanca, 1545. lib. iii cap. ii fob 3.3. infills upon this being merely an 
invention on^ibc part of its author, copied by Benzon ; while, on the other hand, Stuvenius has carried 
the point fo far, not only to accredit the llory, but even as to afTume that this captain was Behaim himfelf* 
(Stnvenius, de Novo Orbis Inventi re, c p. vi. parag. v. and vi. p. 46.) 

J Herrera, Hill, de las Indias Occidcniales, Dec. i, lib. i. cap. 7. i and Mr. Robertfon^ Hiftory, of 
America. 

j| Barros, As Dec. iii. primeiras de Afia, Dec. i. lib, iii. cap. 2. 

Vida del Re Don Juan el Segundo de Portugal. Madrid, 1639, lib. iv. 

Colon had previoufly carried on a corrcfpondence by letter in 1474, with Marco Polo, on the dif* 
covery of unknown countries in the weftern part of the globe. Marco Polo conceived that the firft lands 
which would be difeovered would be Cathay or China, and the empire of the Great Cham Sec Herrera, . 
Dec. i. lib.i. cap* 2. p. 3 ami 4. ; and in ta< 5 l. the leprcfcntation of this country on the globe of Behaim 
exhibits no intervening {pace between Europe and Afia wcftvc’ard, Cathay being placed oppofitc to the 
Azores iflands. 

The Marco Polo alluded to in the preceding note, if the flatement be not altogether a very grofs mif- 
conception, on the part of Mr Murr, of what he had read, cannot be the Marco Polo whofe Travels are 
publifhed, fince he died before the end of the 13th century, his travels taking place in 1250 to 1270, two 
centuries before, Em o • Th* 

tertained 
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tertained at that time no opiiuon of the difcovery of a new world j as othtf wif^ he 
certainly would have fupportcd the project of Colon with his influence. 

This great man left Portugal, indignant at the rejeftion of his projeft, and landed 
ifi Spain in 14S4. At the fame time he difpatchcd his* brother Bartolomeo to Henry 
VII. of England. After the lapfe of feven years, Colon, who had continually expe- 
rienced difappointments', refolved on going to England to join his brother, of whom 
he had heard nothing in all the lapfe of time which had taken place fince their parting. 
Bartolomeo indeed had been captured, ftripped, and kept in prifon by corfairs for fome 
years before he reached London. 

The Englifli editor of the voyage of Hackluyt cites the following verfes, written on 
the chart of the terreftrial globe prefented by Bartolomeo Colon to Henry VII. King 
of England, on the 13th of February, 1488. 

Janua cm* patna ell, nomen qul Bartholomceiis * 

Columbus dc Terra rubra, opus edidit* I’lJiid 
^.> Londiuris, anno Domini 1480, atque infuper anno 

06 lavo, dccimo die cum tenia menfia 
Februarii. Laudes Chriflo cantentur abundc. 

Heaven, however, ordained that Spain fliould gather the fruit of the patient-bearing 
and refearches of Colon. Don Juan Perez do Marchena, prior of the convent of 
Francifeans of Rabida, near Palos, a convent in which Colon had placed his children 
to be educated, entreated him to delay his departure for fome days. He even had the 
boldnefs to addrefs the Queen on the occafion, who was then at Santa Fe. Donna 
Ifabella commiflloned Perez to perfuade Colon to have patience for awhile. After 
fome time, the city of Grenada was taken, when Alonzo dc Quintanilla, comptroller 
of the finances of Caftille, and Lewis de St. Angel, receiver of the ecclefiaftical reve- 
nues in Arragon, fo carneftly entreated Ifabella, that fhe confented to recall Colon, 
who, by this time, wearied of the long procraftination, had already failed, and pro- 
ceeded fome leagues out to fca. He arrived the 17th April, 1492, at court, and a 
treaty was figned. The expence of the outfit amounted to no more than ninety thou- 
fand French livres of that day ; and three wretched Ihips were entrufted to Colon. 
With thefe he failed from Palos, the 3d Auguft 1492, and fortunately he brought 
them back after making the difeovery of the new world. 

The original journals of Colon, Pinzon, Ovaiido, Balboa, Ponce de Leon, Her- 
nandez de Cordove, Cortez, &c. are among the archives of the crown at Simancas, 
two leagues from Valladolid. The charters and diplomas which refpefl America, and 
which by the order of Philip II. were depofited there in 1566, occupy the largefl; room, 
and form eight hundred and feventy-three large packets, which Mr, Roberlfon fought 
in valh for permilTion to examine. It is, however, to be prefumed that Herrera and 
Solis will have been more favoured, and have made every requifite extrad. In addi- 
tion, it is much to be defired that liberty were granted to explore the archives of the 
crown of Portugal at Torre do Tombo, as affuredly, fome manuferipts would be found 
regarding Huerter de Moerkirchen, as well as Behaim and his fons. 

* Bartolomeo Colon, who was a good geographer, and perfeAIy acquainted with navigation, was ftill 
ahfent from Spain when his brother returned from America. Colon did not fee him anin for thirteen 
Tears. From hngland he repaired to Paris, where he firft heard, from Charles Vlll. of France, that his 
wothcr had effedkd the difeovery of the New World, Before his fecond voyage, Criftoval left behind 
him a fealcj^ letter addreffed to his brother. Fernan of Spain gave him three veffels, and the two brothers 
met in the port of Ifabtlh, in 1 494. Colon nominated his brother Adelante, or Lieuteaant.General of 
the Ijidies. ..fiigtolomco died in Hifpaniola in 15 14, 


Before 



PIOAFETTA*S VdVAOE' IIO0ND THE WORLB. 409 

ifetdre he Went to Portugal in 1480, Martin Behsum undtAibtcdly was converfent 
in the mathematics, and in nautical afiairs ; but on this account it does not naturally 
folldw that he had been a difciple either of Regiomontanus or Beroald. 

It is moreover perfeftly clear that he was an excellent cofmographer, and that he 
prticipated in the difcovery of the ufe of the aftrolabe, or rather of the application of 
It to navigation, as is feen by the following extraft from Emmanuel Tellefius Sylvius *. 

** John II., that the unknown fea might be navi^ted with lefs danger, enjoined 
his phyficians Koderigo and Jofeph, in conjunftion with Martin Behdm, men for that 
time deeply converfant in mathematics, to bend their ftudies to forming fome means 
by which mariners might fleer their fhips, whether in our own or fome new fea, with 
gwter fafety, and by which they might afeertain, by obfervations of known liars and 
known fhores, in what latitude, and what part of the fea they might be. In confequence, 
after indefatigable fludy and long meditation, they made improvements on the aflrolabe, 
an inftrument previoufly ufed in aftronomical obfervations ; by which improvements, 
its utility was much increafed, and the inftrument made fubfervient to the art of navi- 
gation, to the great convenience of failors. For this benefit is' Europe indebted to 
John II. ; a fafi which no one can deny t*” 

This fad is confirmed by Pierre Matthieu J, and by the learned Jefuit Maffeus, in hjs 
Hiftory of the Indies §. , 

Were it a matter made evident that our Behaim had for inftrudor the celebrated Re- 
giomontanus, who refided at Nuremberg from 1471 to 1475, one fhould ground 
for fuppofing that from him it was that he acquired his information refpeding the 
ufe of the meteorofeope, or the inftrument adapted to the afeertainment of latitudes 
and longitudes by means of the liars ||, which Regiomontanus fancied he had difeo- 
vered from a palTage in Ptolomey, (Geog. lib. i. cap. 3.) as he relates in a letter to 
Cardinal BalTarion. Regiomontanus likewife wrote a treatife on the armillary aftro- 
labe, which is found in the edition of his works printed at Nuremberg in 1554^. 
Notwithftanding this it is fair to prefume that Behaim fucceeded in perfefting the ufe 
of the fea-aftrolabe, as is more lately obferved by Mr. Wales**, who looks upon him 

* In his work De Rebus geflis Johannis II. Lufitanorum Regis (Hagz Com. 1712. fto. p. 99.) 
cited ^by Gebaucr. Hilloire de Portugal, p. 123. Tellefius Sylvius is the only Portuguefe writer who 
mentions Behaim. 

^ The original runs as follows: “ Ut minore cum errand! periculo ignotum mari navigari poteft, Ro- 
derico et Joiepho, medicis fuis nec non Martino Bohemo, ea xtate peritiiilmis mathematicis, injunxit 
Johannis II. ut adhibito inter fc confilio, excogitarent aliquid, quo nautx curfum naviuM, licet in noftro 
novoque pelago, tutius dirigerent, ut vel abftradti a notis lideribus. cognitifque litoribus, quam cotli ac 
pelagi partem tenereot, aliquo modo cognofeerent : ii poll indcfefltim lludium longamque meditattoaem 
aftri^bium, inftrumentum, quod ante allronomiw tantum inferviebat, utilioi'i invento ad navigandMlii^em, 
maximo navigantium commodo, tranllulere ; quod beueficium tota Europa Johann! debere, inficiari non 
poteft. 

f: In Notis ad Jus Canonicum ad VII Decretal. LI. tit. IX. de Infulis Novi Orbis, p. 80. edit. 
Franrop. 1590. fol. 

f Hid. tndix, lib. p. . edit. Venetse, in 4to. He died in 1603. 

II Johannis de Rrgiomonte. Epist. ad reverendifs. pat. et dom. Beflarionem card. Nic. ac Con- 
nutinop. de comp, et ufu cujufdam meteorofeopi. This letter ia found at the end of the wotka of 
Werner, publilhed in folio at Nuremberg in »5i4, and reprinted in 4to. in 1537. Werner himfelf wrote 
five books on different meteorolcopcs invented by him, the manufeript of which at his death fell into the 
hands of George Hartman, who in i5'42 made a pre&nt of it to the celebrated tnatbematician George 
Joachim, furnamed Rheticui. 

qi M. Joh. Regiomontanus. Scripta de torqueto, aftrolabio armiHari, regula maciui Ptolomaica baculoque 
aftronomicq, et obfereatienibus comelarum. 

** Original aftronomical obfervations, made in the courfe of a voyage towards the fouth pole, and 
round the world, in His Majefty’s fbtps the Refolution and Adventure, 177s'— c, by William Walei, F. lt.8* 
and William Bayly. London, 1777, in 410. 

VOL. XU 30 to 
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to fkve been a fcholar of Regiomontanus. Notwtthftandling this poiTibte eilor, that 
writer appears to have had more knowledge of the ( 3 avalhero Behaim than Ro- 
bertfon. 

In proportion to the truth of the faft that Martin Behaim participated in the inven- 
tion and adaptation of the aftrolabe for obfervations at fea, is the falfity of the tale, 
founded on a badly interpreted paflage in the chronicle of Schedel, that it was he who 
firft difcovered the Azores, and conduced thither a colony of Flemings on his fecond 
voyage to the Atlantic Ocean ; that he failed as far as to the Strait of Magellaiy and 
that he, owing to a chart of his, feen by Magellan in the cabinet of the King oPFor- 
tugal, gave origin to the voyage in which this ftrait was explored. 

This fuppofed faft was firft bruited by Wagenfil, in his Sacris Parentalibus B. Geo 
Fred. Behaimo dicatis (Altdorfii, 1682, infol. p. i 6 , 17.); but more cfpecially in 
' Bera librorum juvenelium. (Synops. Hiftoriae Univerfalis, part iii/ page 527. Norib. 
1^95, in 8vo.) in which he fays,-— 

“ Chriftopher Columbus, of a Placentine family, bom at Paleftrella, but afterwards 
an inhabitant of the Genoefe territories, when firft he vifited the ifland Madera,j;|Ehere 
he occupied himfelf in planning and delineating geographical charts, whether of his 
own accord, as he was a man well informed in what regards aftronomy, cofmography, 
and phyfics, whether afluated by fome intimations from Martin Bohem, or as the 
Spaniards affirm, from a pilot named Alphonfo Sanchez de Hclba, who by accident 
had touched at an ifland, afterwards called Dominica, meditated a voyage to Weftem 
India. 

“ The preceding paragraph I adduce, in common with Ricciolus in his excellent 
work of Geographia et Hydrographia reformataj * ; and here an apt opportunity 
occurs of publifliing a pleafing fa£t hitherto in concealment, which adds to the cele- 
brity not only of Nuremberg, my birth-place, and one of the firft of cities, but alfo of 
all Germany ; and of which to keep the world longer in ignorance would be a cul- 
pable negleft. Of a certainty, this Martin Bohem, who Ricciolus thought it probable 
had generated in Columbus the projeft of that fortunate expedition which terminated in 
the difeovery of the iflands of the new world, was a citizen of Nuremberg, of the 
ancient and noble family of Behaim, a family which others have been accuftoraed and 
ftill are wont to pronounce Bohem, and the ftem of which has lately been raifed to 
baronial dignity. He was the fon of Manin and Agnes, the daughter of Sebald 
Schopper. As from his earlieft youth, he had been accuftomed with the moft diligent 
attention not only to trace the furface of the earth, and the difpofition of its lands and 
feas, but alfo to contemplate the heavens and the ftars, he framed at length the refult 
of hiy ftudies into a work which he tendered to Ifabella, the daughter of Juan King of 
Portugal, who, after the death of her huiband Philip of Burgundy, furnamed the 
Good, had the adminiftration of affairs j he even obtained from her a fliip, in which, 
after navigating beyond the utffioft boundaries then known of the weftem ocean, he 
firft difcovered the ifland Fayal, called thus from the abundance of beech-trees found 
upon it, which in the Portu^uefe language have the terra fayas. He alfo afterwards 
explored the more diftant iflands, and gave to the whole the denomination Azor«, 
from the number of hawks which built their nefts there (the Portuguefe calling thefe 
‘^ds by that name); in thefe iflands he left colonies of Flemings, whofe defeendants 

yet found in the iflands ; hence the Azores have likewife been called the Flemiih 
I flands* , Proceeding further over the Atlantic Ocean, he arrived at thofe iflands which 

Lib, iil. cap. 22. Bonon. 1661, in folio. 

4 Columbus 
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Columtnll aftermrds e3q»lored and made public.. What I have advaoc^ in this 
graph is of undoubted veracity in the archive /d|' ^ of 

Muimberg*. ^ , ' ’ ' ' • 

I have obtained further information from the archives belonging to the faipily of 
Behaimy among which are a likenefs of Martin Bebrnm, and a terreftnal globe m^e by 
him, on which but a fmall portion of the American continent is I^d down, but many 
iflandsof that divilion of the earth fpread through a great extent of fea, though withtmt 
any denomination. Authentic documents exift alfo among them, by which it appears 
that WSWn married Jane de Macedo, the daughter of a Portuguefe captain, and that he 
died in the year 1 506, leaving behind him a ton who returned to the polfeHIons of his 
fami^ at Nuremberg. 

Moreover, the Emperor Maximilian 1 . an admirer of the venturefome expeditions 
of Martin, thus expreffes himfelf regarding our navigator: ‘ No citizen of the empire 
ever travelled more than Martin Bohem, or explored more diilant regions.' 

“ Johannis Metalius Metellus, in his Speculum Orbis Terrae, towards the end of 
the wo|k makes mention of an hydrographic table preferved by Emmanuel King of 
Portug^, in his mufeum, in which the fite of the Molucca Iflands is marked. 

A memorable paflage alfo occurs in a book of Cardinal .dSneas Sylvius, on the 
State of Europe under the Emperor Frederic III. cap. 44. corroborative in a degree of^ 
what I have advanced. 'Fhe paflage runs thus : 

* In the year of our Lord M,CCCC,LXXXin. John II. King of Portugaly a man of 
great fpirit, fitted out certain galleysy furnifhed with all necefifaries, and fent them beyond 
the columns of Hercules on a voyage of difcovery towards Ethiopia. He moreover 
gave the command of thefe to two captainsy Jacob Caniy a Portuguefe, and Martin 
Behaim' &c. 

This laft paflage is an extrafl: from the chronicle of Schedel, and was not inferted 
by the profefled author of the book in queftion until long after the death of Pius IL 
an event which happened in 1464. I ihall here prefent the entire paflTage from the 
manufcript written by Schedel himfelf, preferved in the library of the city of Nurem- 
berg. In the edition of Roburger, who printed this work in 1793, when Martin 
Behaim refided in Nuremberg, it occurs page ccxc. 

“ The Infant Henry obferving how narrow the limits of the kingdom of Portugal, 
and folicitous of extending them, by the perfuafion of certain geographers was induced 
to the exploration of the Spanifli Ocean, and difeovered many different iflands never 
inhabited before by man. Among others, he failed to a famous ifland, which he 
found, much to his fatisfaftion, though wholly unpeopled by men, < was extremely 
fertile, covered with wood, abounding in fprings, and well adapted to the fuppcjrt 
man. Hither he fent men of different nations for the purpofe of putting it in culture. 
Among other articles which it was fuited to produce was fugar, which is now 
here in fuch abundance that it has become more plenteous than heretofore throughout 
aH Europe : the name of this ifland is Madera, whence the denomination of Madera 
fugar. He likewife difeovered many other iflands, which he caufed to be peopled with 
Cnriftians ; for example, thofe of St. George, Fayal, and Pico, of one oi*which, pro- 
duflive of wheat, he made a grant to certain Germans to be peopled Vrith Flemings. 

In aftertime, that is to fay, in the year 1483, John II. King of Portugal, a hianJof 
great fpirit, fitted out certain galleys, fumilhed with all necefuries^ and fent them 

♦ Folniiuirom 119 vol. membran. de Patriciorura Noriberg. orig. et foktSe. T. I. Ajnak'om 
North. MS. • 
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Explore the country totmds Etlmpia, beyond the columns of Ho’cules. He ttorso 
over pve the command of them to the two cap^unsy lacob Cam* a Portuguefe, and 
Martin Bohem, a German from Nurembergy of a good fiimily in Bohemi^ a man 
. expert in geography, well capable of bearing with patience tt>e tml of a fea Ufoy well 
read in the latitudes and bngitndes towards the weft of Ptolomey, and ufed to long 
voyages. Thefe two, by the help of the gods, ploughing the fea at Ihort diftance from 
ihore, having pafted the equinoftial line, entered the nether hemifphere, where, fronting 
the eaft, their ftiadow fell towards the fouth, and on their right hand. Thus did his 
induftry throw open a new world hitherto unknown, and which none for many"^ears 
before had attempted to explore, except the Genoefe, who failed in the attempt. The 
objeft of the voyage being now effected in this manner, in the twenty-fixth ilibnth 
from their departure the navigators returned to Portugal, though not without loiing 
a>number of men, who died from the extreme heat of the weather. As a token of 
their fuccefs they brought back with them pepper, 'grains of paradife, and many other 
articles too numerous to mention. Owing to the difcovery of this new world, a great 
quantity of pepper is brought to Flanders ; and although it may not be fo wriqklM in 
its exterior as the pepper from the eaft, it poffeffes the pungency, is of the fairc form 
as, and anfwers all the purpofes of, the real pepper. Much might be written on this 
fubjed, which, left I (hould be tedious, I omit.” 

Although the chronicle, from which this extraft is given, be in the hand-writing of 
Schedel, the extract itfelf is added in a different hand. In the manufcript German 
tranflation of this book by George Ult, which he finilhed the 5th Odober 1493, 
lines do not appear ; they muft therefore have been added fmce that time. 

The whole, however, that can be gathered from this paffage is, as is juftly remarked 
by Councillor Gebauer and Profellor Tozen, “ that the King of Portugal, John IL 
in 1483, difpatched James Cam, a Portuguefe, and MartinBehaimof Nuremberg, with 
fome galleys, on a voyage to Ethiopia ; that they entered the South Sea, keeping at a 
jihort diftance from Ihore ; that after paffing the line they arrived in the other hc- 
mifphere, where, when they looked towards the eaft, their fliadow fell on their right 
hand ; that in this hemifphere they difcovered countries before unknown, which, for 
many years before, none but the Genoefe had attempted to explore, and they in vain ; 
finalW, that after a voyage of twenty-fix months they returned to Portugal, and, as a 
proof of the truth of the relation they gave of their voyage, brought back pepper 
and cardamoms. 

Who, on‘reading this paffage with attention, a paffage inferted in the book written 
by iEneas Sylvius, De Europae fub Frederico III. Imperatore Statu, and which he 
extraded from Schedel, who, I fay, but muft perceive that it does not relate to the 
part of the globe to which afterwards the name of America was given, and particularly 
not to the Brazils. It is well known that Diego Cam extended the navigatimi dF the 
Portugurfe, who before had never failed further than Guinea, and that as early as 1484, 
(and not in 1490) he difcovered the kingdom of Congo; a difcovery to which I ftiah 
hereafter allude in fpeaking of the vopge of Martin Behaim off the coaft of Africa. 

To thefe paflages, wrongly interpreted, are to be attributed all the falfities witih which 
the hiftory of our celebrated navigator is disfigured. Some writers, not content with 
affirming that he was the firft who difcovered America, afcribe to him Hkewifie the dif- 
cwWaTT of the femous Strait of Feman Magellan, atchieved by the latter in 1419. It 
I Po^tell who firft advanced thefe affertions. In two of his works he gives 
Fmum Martini Bohemi to the Strait of Magellan. It is poffible he may 

have 
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have gathered the tale from Jerome Benzon, whofe book was not publtffied at the time 
of PofteU advancing the aflertion. In his Cofmographica Difriplina, he fays * : — 

“ With the very flight exception of the lands immediately underj or ac^acent to the 
South pole, and the Cbamafian and South Atlantic promontories, oppoiite to each 
other, beyond the equators, this ftretching as ^ as 54 degrees, the latitude of Martin 
Bohem’s Strait, denominated by fome the Strait of Magaglan from the Portuguefe of 
that name, and that to 35 degrees, the parallel of the Cape of Good Hope, the whole 
face of the earth, interfered only^hy two diviiions of the fea, may be faid to fpread 
almoft uninterruptedly from eaft to weft, and be prominent towards the northern part 
of the globe. 

In the firft book De Univerfitate, the following paflage occurs : — 

There is a portion of land hitherto undifcovered at the Nadir or on the meridian 
which forms the antipodes of our regions, which, however it may be, whether or not 
pertaining to the Atlantic conunent, being almoft adherent to it at Martin Bohem’s 
ftrait, we annex to that land which forms a part of the new world f. In the fecond 
book Poftel repeats what he had faid before : “ But the new world,*’ he fays, ** ftretches 
froth pole to pole uninterruptedly except where the connexion is broken by Martin 
Bohem’s Strait, at 55 degrees beyond the equator, through which Strait Magalenpi^ed 
to circumnavigate the world, and from which he failed to the Moluccas J.** 

After the publication of this book of Poftel, Benzon produced his Hiftory of the 
New World which he dedicated to Pope Pius IV. This book was printed at Geneva 
in Latin, in 1578, 1581, 1586, 1600, and 1670, in 8vo. under the title Novas Orhia 
Hiftorio:. &c. Benzon likewife tranflated this book into French, and editions in diat 
language in 8vo. appeared in 1 579 and 1580. It was publifhed in German at Bafle, in 
folio, in 1579 ; in Dutch at Amfterdam, in 4to. 1650. It was likewife given in Englifh 
at London, in folio, in 1625 ; and is inferted book iv. page 1448, of the new edidop of 
Purchas's Colle£tion of Voyages, publifhed alfo in London, 4to. 1773. 

In the work of Benzon himfelf no mention is made of Martin Behaim, but he u 
alluded to in the Latm remarks of Chauveton, in words of which the following ,18 a 
tranflation:— 

** The exploration of this Strait is to be attributed to Magellan, for the commanders 
of the other veffels were of opinion that the fea here afforded no paffage, and merely 
open^ into a bay Magellan however knew that it was a ftrait, owmg, as is fluid, (ffiw 
he might have heard from Poftel) to his having feen it laid down in a fea chart of tlutt 
celebrated navigator Martin Bohem, preferved in the mufeum of the King of Bor« 
tugallj. ' * 

This ftatement was copied by Theodore de Bry, in his Ameiica and is iq|ertqd in 
the French tranflation of Benzon, 1579 **• From Chauveton alfo, Metellus, k 
emoted by Wagenfeil, extraS:ed the obfervation, and in fhort all fucceediag 
the one copying the other. Indeed Chauveton is the perfon who has ^v<q||begr<Rteft 

* Publilhed at Bafle in 410. and Ludg. Batar. 1636, i6mo. edit. tert. c.ii. p, xxii. 
t Guliel. PoAelli. de Univerfitate liber. Parifis, 1563, 410. lib. ii. Lugd. Batav. 1635, cdk. tert, Bit. 5 . 

p. XXXVlU ^ 

X Ibtda p. cclvi. 

^ $ Movfls Ofbis HiAoriir^ i. e. Reram ab Hifpaiiif in India Occidentali haAemii 4<6 iNKCrbo 

illorum In eas gentca dominatu libri tres, ptimum ab Hteronymo BcfUKOiieA ltdico fermone 
£cript«p nunc in Latlnum tranflatae et notia iiluftratie ab Urbano Calvatone* 

II See book i. of the Voyage by Pigafetta. page 316. where this ftatement is Uiade by Pmafttta himfijn 
fee alfo the remarks of Signor Amoietti, parag. xii. of the IntradnSion to Uie Voynee. £«0. Taanil 
q Francof. ad Man. 1594, 1595, and 1599, in folio, part it. p. Uvi. • ••Page cxxxn. 

cuneocf 
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currency to this tale of the difcovery of the Strait of Magellan by Behaim. Not the 
flighted indication of any fuch ftrait is vifibleon the globe conftruaed by Behaim, in 
1492 ; it is even altogether unlikely that after his return to Portugal, or'l'ather to the 
ifland Fayal, Behaim could have had any knowledge of a ftrait unthought of by any 
navigator before Magellan, and confequej^tly previous to the year 1519. 

Marco Antonio Pigafetra in like manner gave currency to the tale of the difcovery 
of America by Behaim in his Itinerario. (Londra, 1585, 4to.) I am ignorant whether 
or no any mention be made of Martin Behaim in his Relazione di Congo e delle cir- 
convicine contrade, tratta dagli feritti e raggionamenti di Odoardo Lopez, Portogheze, 
per Philippo Pigafetta ; (Roma. 1591, fol. fig. ) for 1 have not feen the book. 

When therefore we read in the Gottingen Almanac that “ CriftovalColon,a Genoefe, 
difeovered, in 1492, the fourth divifion of the globe, to which pofterity ungratefully 
have given the name of America, from Americo Vefpucci, a' Florentine,” and that 

the family of Behaim, at Nuremberg, lay claim to this honour, which they attribute 
to one of their anceftors named Martin Behaim, relying chiefly on the teftimony of 
Pigafetta, a Spanilh writer of that time. At leaft it appears indifputable that this 
MartinBehaim difeovered the Brazils in 1485, under the reign of John II. Kingof l^or- 
tugal. He died at Lifbon in 1506.” — When, I fay. one reads this paflfage, one can but 
feel furprife that, in 1778, it fhould be pretended Pigafetta was a Spanilh writer, and 
that Behaim difeovered the Brazils in 1485. 

Barros, who gives an exa£f account of the expedition of Magellan *, fays not a Angle 
word of Martin Behaim, or his chart. 

Following chronological order, we mull now pafs to the teftimony of Herrera, a 
Spanilh author. This excellent hiftoriau advances, on fimpic hearfay, that Behaim was 
a Portuguefe, born in the ifland Fayal, one of the Azores, and that it was him who 
confirmed Colon in his projedf ; it is moreover merely from rumour that he aferibes 
in part to him the difcovery of the Strait of Magellan J. 

Varenius § fixes the date of the difcovery of the Strait of Magellan, in the year 
1513, and attributes it to one Vafquez Nunez de Valboa. “ Mag- llanus,” he fays, 

firft difeovered and failed through it in the year 1520 ; though before him, that is to 
fay, in the year 1513, Vafeus Nunius de Valboa is faid to have had an idea of its 
exiftence j| when on a voyage to this part for the purpofe of exploring the fouthern 
region.” It is this fame Vafquez alfo, and not Martin Behaim, to whom Varenius 
adverts in' the paragraph that follows in the fourteenth chapter, written to prove that 
iheocean flows 'conftantly from call to weft within the zone called the Torrid, that is, 
between the two tropics. This is the tranllation of the paflage : “ Thus the fea is 
Hated to run with a ftrong current from eaft to weft through the Strait of Magellan, 
whence Magellan, (or he who, as fome affirm, difeovered it before him^, conjectured it 
to be a ftrait by which the Atlantic communicated with the Pacific Ocean.” 

Jan Wuelfer ^ alferts the fame in fpeaking of Behaim as was advanced by Wagenfeil, 
after examining the papers of the family in the archives of Nuremberg. But the hiftory 
and the globe of Behaim controvert all thefe pretended facts, and Ihew that he had no 

• Dfecacia tercelra. lib. v. cap. viii. ix. x. folio 139 — 148 Lifboa, 1628 folio. 

■f Ant. de Herrera, Dec, i. lib. i. cap. ii. p. iv. Y eila opinion le (Colomb.)confirm6 Martin dc Bohemia, 
.Poitt^uea, fu amigo, natural dc la ifla de Fayal, gran cofinografo. 

'if Decad. ii. c. xix. p. Ixvi. 

' 4 S*”.’ ?• ^ prod. vii. p. 1 10. Napoli. 

Ij. “"iSlud animadycrtifTe dicitur” 16 the exprellion. Eng. TaaNS. 

4 l OS’"* de Ma^ibus Oecanl Itifulis. Nurimb. 1691, 8vo. 98 — loa Omeis de claris quibufdam. Norimb. 
p. xiii, ' ' 

knowledge 
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knowledge whatever of America. Still by this declaration I do not mean to infer but, 
within the time between 1494 and 1506, during which he refided at Fayal, he might 
have had fome information reipefting the new world, and even the Strait of Magellan. 

Meflrs. Schw'artz*, Moerl-f, Bielefeld Fuerer §, and Will ||, adduce nothing 
on the principal point which materially differ* from what is found in Wsigenfeil, 
Wuelfer, Stuvenius, and Doppelmayr. 

Had writers looked into Spanilh and Portuguefe authors they would not have pub- 
lllhed fo many erroneous ftatements refpefting Martin Bchaim. 

The name of Martin Behaim is not to be tbund in any Portuguefe work, that alone 
excepted of Manuel Tellez de Sylva and in no one in the Spanifh tongue but in the 
two paffages of Herrera, before alluded to, in which his name is ftated to be Martin de 
Boheme, that he was by birth a Portuguefe, and born in the ifland of Fayal, an error 
copied by Mr. Robertfon in his Hiftory of America. 

Martin Bchaim was at Antwerp* in the month of Juno of the year 1479 ; and in this 
city it doubtlefs was that he became acquainted with fome of the Flemings relident in 
the ifland I'ayal, that del Pico, or that of Job de Huerter ; and Ihortly afterwards in all 
likelihood he went to Portugal, where he was fo highly efteemed on account of his 
knowlege of cofmography, as to obtain a port in the fleet defigned for a new voyage of 
difeovery off Africa, under the command of Dit^go Cam, the propofals of Colon having 
been rejeded the year befoi-e, owing to the king preferring real advantages to projeds 
which were regarded at belt as doubtful. 

I'he crufades had afforded to Europeans frequent opportunities of vifiting the coaffs 
of Africa. The Normans, in 1365, attempted to afeend the Senegal River with a view 
of avoiding the duties paid at Alexandria, but it was the Infant Don Henry ** who, by 
his glorious enterprize, was the principal inlligator of after maritime expeditions,* by 
doubling Cape Bojador, and by his difeovery of the Azores Iflands. 

King John II. Ihortly after his acceflion to the throne in 1481, caufed twelve veffels 
to be equipped for the purpofe of following up previous difeoveries. This fleet was 
entrufted to Don Diego Dazambuya. The Portuguefe conftruded, on the coaft of 
Guinea, Fort St. George de la Mina, with permilfion of Caramanfa, the fovereign of the 
country, and in aftertime tranfmuted it into a town. 

Martin Behaim, from his own obfcrvanccin perfon at the time, has indicated a num- 
ber of places difeovered on the fecond expedition, in 1484. I lltall enumerate here the 
names of the whole of them along the coaft of Africa. 


• Dlffert. <Ie Colunim’s Herculis, AltJorfii, 1749, 4(0. parajj, ult. Popowiifch has likewilc thrown 
light on this pafTage, in his Rcfearchcs relative to the Sea. Nurem. 1750, p. xxxi. 

f Don Job. Sigifm. Moerlii Orat» inaug. de Mcriiis Norimbergenrium in Geograpliiam ; in the Mufseum 
Noricum, p. cxxiii. ^ Altdorf. 37591 4to.) 

J De Bielefeld, rrogres des Allemanda dans Ics Sciences, les Belles LtUrcs, ct les Art8> ch.iil. dcs 
Inventions and des Decoiivertes dcs Allcmands, p. 48 — ijz. 

§ Job. SIgifrn. Fuerrti, Oratio de Martino Behaimo, in Muf. Nor. p. ccclxxxv.— cccc. 

II In Nurenbergifehen Gelehrten Lexicon, booku p. Iviii. and in the Mundfbeluftigungen. 
ijf Note, fee page 409. of this work. 

The Infant Don Henry Duke of Vifeii was the fourth fon of John 1 . by Philippina of Lanc^fter, 
filler of Henry VI. of England. He died 13 November, 1463, thougli Vafconccllos pretends his death took 
place ten years earlier. See Barros, Decad. i. lib. i. cap. xvi.j 
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HORTHERN COAST OF AFRICA. 

Targa, Alcadla^ One, Oran, Bones, Alger *, Bogia, Bqna Bezzert, Cartago, Slefla, 
Comeras, Affrica, Kathalia, Taww, Ptolemaisy Sultan, a King of the Holy Land, a Prince 
pojfejfed of many kingdoms in Arabia, Egypt, and at Damafcus. 

Tripoli, Barbarum, Brata, Las Vechas, Cafar, Tofar, Dibrida, Bayda, Modebare, 
Ptolemais, Vefeli, Salraos, Cazalles, Porta Ruraiba, Torre de Lorabo, Porto Vejo, 
Alexandria, Egyptus. 

THE COAST or AFRICA TO THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

Cartel del Mare, ^ilon, the kingdom of Morocco. 

Deferta, Cabo Boflador. 

Lazzaron, four islands. 

Altas Montes Torre Darem, Giefo, Bon, Rio de Oro, Cabodo Barbara, San Mathia. 

Cabo Bianco, Cajlel d' Argin, Rio de San Johan, Genea, the King Burburram t de 
Genea (Guinea) the kingdom of Organ. The Moors of Tunis travel as far as to this 
country with caravans for Jilver. Ponta (a promontory or tongue of land) da Tofia, 
Os Medos, San£ka in Monte, Anteroti, As Palmas, Terra de Belzom, Cabo de Cenega, 
Rio de Cenega, Rio de Melli. 

Cabo Verde, Rio de Jago, Rio de Gambia, the King Babarin de Gambia Galof 
Bogaba, de Sayres, Rio Grande, Rio de Criftal, Rio de Pifchel. 

Sera Lion. From this country cardamoms are imported into Portugal, Rio de Galinas 
(Hen River) Rio de Camboas. 

Rio de Forzi al Barero, Rio de Palma, Pinias. Terra d'Malagei (Cardamom Land) 
Cabo Corfo, Angra (Bay) Uqua, Rio de Sant-Andre, Ponta da Redis (Redis Point), 
,6eria Morena, Angra de Pouaraca, Cafel de Loro, Refgatc de Nave, Olig de Saint 
Martin, Bon de Nao, Rio de San-Johan-Baptifta, Tres Pontas, Minera Quuri, da Volem, 
Angra Tirin, Villa Freinta, Terra Bara, Villa Longa. 

Ripa, Monte Rafo, the kingdom of Mormelli ; in this kingdom does the geld grow 
which is fought for by order of the King of Portugal. 

Rio Largo. This river is eighteen hundred Portuguefe leagues or miles, or twelve 
hundred German miles from Lijhon. Rio de Sclavos, Rio de Forcada, Rio de Ramos, 
Rio de Behemii, Cabo Formofo, Tierra de Peneto, Rio da Sierra, Angra de Stefano, 
Golfo de Grano, Rio Boncero. The country of the King of Furfur, where pepper 
grows, dif covered on account of the King of Portugal in 1485. 

Cicurlus equinoccialis. 

Cabo de las Marenas ( oppofite to the) Infula do Principe. 

Serra di San Dominico, Angra do Prindpe, Alcazar, Rio de Fuma, Angra da Bacca, 
Terra de Ertreas (oppofite to the) Jnfula San&i Thomce J. 

Rio de Santa Maria Cabo de Santa Catherina, Capo Gonzalc, Rio de San Mathia, 
Oraiade Judeo,.Beia Defcira, i 2 /o Sant-Andre (oppofite to the) Infula Martini (Four 

• All given here in italics w written on the globe of Behaim in larger charafter*, and with a deeper 
eoiloared red ink. The kingdom of Congo or Zaira as it is fometimes denominated, is not marked on this 
l^lobe. 

•f Bor-biran. Barros, Dec. i. lib. iii. cap. viii. 

t This i thofe Do Prencipc and Anno Buon, were difeovered under Alphonfo V. in 147^$ 

according to fiMrros. Dccad. i. lib. ii. cap. ii. which however contradidts a former alTcrtion of Martin 
JBebainti in wbiab he dates it to have been difeovered in the year 1484* 

2 Iflands)* 
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Tflands). Item, in this country it is fummer when winter reigns in Europe ; and all the 
birds and quadrupeds are different from ours. Here alfo much amber grows, called in 
Portugal, algalhia. 

Cabo de Catherina, Serra de Sanfto Spirito, Praia (bank) de Imperator, Ponta de 
Bearo, Angra de Santa Marta, Golfo de San Nicolo, Serra Corafo da Corte Reial, Golfo 
de Judeo, Ponta Formofa, Deferta d’ Arena, Ponta Bianca, Golfo de San Martin, Ponta 
Formofa, Golfo das Almadias, Rio de Patron, Rio Ponderofo, Muoriiodo, Rio da 
Madalena, Angra and Rio de Femande, Ponta de Miguel, Infula de Capre. Inland 
are moreover written, Luna monies, Abajia Ethiopia, Agiftnba. Here is a fandy and arid 
country called the Torrid Zone^ badly peopled, favc in that part where water is found. 

Cabo Delta, Ponta Alta, o Gracil, Caftel Podorofo de San Auguftino, Angra Manga, 
Cabo dc Lion, Rio Certo, I'erra Fnigofa. This is the Cape, denominated of Good 
Hope by Juan IL, otherwife called the Cape of Storms. Here the Portuguefe flag is 
painted, and above it a veflTel with the following infeription : — 

“ Here the columns of the King of Portugal were railed on the i8th January, in 
the year of our Lord 1485.” 

“ In the year from the birth of J. C. 1484, the illuftrious Don Juan, King of Por- 
tugal, caufed two vefl'els,” &c. (See page 397). 

The remainder of the coaft, as far as Sinus Lagoa, is laid down in the following 
order ; — 

Monte Nigro (by the fide of it) Lacarto, Narbion, Agifenba, Blufla, Ricon, Cabo 
Ponero, Terra Agua, Rio de Bethlehem, Pouarafzoni, Angra de Gatto, Roca, Rio de 
Hatal, Orenas, San Stefian, Rio dos Montes, Rio de Requiem, Cavo Ledo, Rio Tu- 
cunero. Prom, San Bartolomeo Viego. In this country the inhabitaihs have fummer when 
it is winter in Europe ; and when fummer reigns with us, it is winter with them. Beneath 
the infeription there is alfo a fliip painted, with thefe words : — 

Oceanus maris afperi Meridionalis. 

“ Thus far the veflels of the Portuguefe advanced ; here they ere6led their column, 
and by the end of nineteen months returned to their own country.” 

I deem it expedient to throw fome additional light on the places marked on the globe 
of Bchaim, from what is mentioned by Barros *. The King ordered that columns of 
ftone, twice the height of a man, on which the arms of Portugal were fculptured, 
fhould be taken on board the two veffels. Till this period. Cape Saint Catherine was 
the extremity of the coaft explored. Diego Cam or Can proceeded as far as to the 
mouth of the Zaira, and erefled the columns, which occafioned the river to be known 
for a long time by the name of the River of Columns (it is the Rio de Padrono, called 
by Behaim Rio do Patron J, and difeovered the kingdom of Congo. 

The Ponta Formofa of Behaim t was no doubt the ifland difeovered by Feman del Po, 
in 1485, and which received his name. There is fome doubt alfo refpeding the Angra 
and Rio Femande, marked on the globe of Bchaim. 

Martin Behaim likewife makes mention of two caravellas J. Thefe two veflels were 
commanded by Diego Cara and Juan Alphonfo Davero, orDaveiro§. This latter 
commander difeovered the kingdom of Benin, two hundred miles from Fort St.Gewge 
de la Mina, and brought the firfl Guinea pepper to Portugal. Behaim marks down 
Angra de Gatto (Cat Bay), where, according to Barros, a fadtory was eflablifhed. 

* Decad. i. lib. iii. c. ii. 

\ See page 416. _ See page 397. 

VafcoiiccUos, Vida y Acciones del Rey Don Juan el SeguDdo,lib. vi, 

VOL. XI. 3 H 
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The kingdom of Organ of Behaim is called by Barros (chap, iv.) the kingdom of 
Ogan. 

Behaim by his globe appears to have had fome idea of Ethiopia, a country the ex- 
ploration of which was further purfued under Bartolomeo. Dias, in i486, and laid down 
chiefly from the maps of Africa of Ptolomey, efpecially the weftern part of that country, 
Dias moreover, jointly with his brother Peter and the Infant Don Juan, difeovered the 
Cape of Good Hope, which however they did not double. 

In 1485 Martin Behaim was made a knight of the order of Chrift by the King ; but 
it is not polTible this event fliould have taken place, as affirmed in a certain German 
manufeript of that time, on the 1 8th February ; for a month earlier than this date he 
was on board the fleet off the point of Africa. Refonde *, who has mentioned the moft 
minute circumftances that related to the reign of Juan III., fays nothing of this creation, 
though h6 has not omitted to detail the honour and dignities heaped on Don Gonzale 
Vas de Caftelbranco; but he, as well as Barros, Vafconcellos, and many other writers, 
arefilent refpedirig Behaim, who was the cofmographer of the fleet, on which too, very 
poffibly, his father Job de Huerter was embarked. According to a family tradition the 
King of Portugal, in a letter addreffed to Behaim in his own hand writing, is reputed to 
have faid : “ Having fo long obferved your integrity, we are induced to believe that 
wherever you may be there is ourfelf;” &c. t a circumftance which feems incredible, 
feeing the chief hiftorians of Portugal are wholly filent on the fubjeft. 

Portugal was not ungrateful to the Germans, who had been ufeful in promoting its 
profperity. On the 2d February, 1503, Wolf Holzlhuer, a patrician of Nuremberg, 
as a reward for his courage and the importance of his fervices, received a diploma, by 
which King Emanuel allowed him to bear on his fliield a Moor’s head and the crofs of 
the order of Chrift ; and this grant was afterwards ratified by Charles V. in 1547. 

It does not feem likely that Martin Behaim failed with the after-expeditions to 
Africa He remained at Fayal, where, in i486, he married the daughter of Job de 
Huerter, who in 1489 gave him a fon, Martin III. 

In 1491, or perhaps in 1490, ourcavalhcro repaired to Nuremberg to fee his family. 

On the 3d Auguft, 1492, Colon fet fail from Palos, and difeovered the ifland Lucaya, 
called alfo Guanahani, to which he gave the name of San Salvador. In a very ufeful 
work printed not long ago at Venice, allufion is made to our Behaim. “ There are’* 
it fays, “ fome who believe Colon to have been inftigated to think of the new world 
from a cafual fight of fome foreign charts dcfigticd cither hy fame friend, by Martino 
Andalouza *a Cantabrian, by a Portuguefe of unknown name, or by Alpiionso 
Sanchez de Huelba an Andalufian §.” On the 3d March of the following year 
Colon entered the port of Rcftelo(now Belem) on the Tagus 5 but he left it Ihortly after. 


* Chronica qiie tra^la da vlda e das grandiHimas viVtudes do clirlflianiflimo Dom Juano o Sscundo 
dcilt iiomc. Feytapor Garcia dc Rcrcfidf tin Lilboa, 1596, folio, cap. lix. p 39. b. 

t perfpeCta nobia jam diu integritas lua noi induc 7 t ad ertdendurn quod ubi tu es, cfl: perfona 
noltra, S(c. 

% In the month of May, 1487, Pedro de CavHham and Alphonfo dc Payva failed on new difcovcrics. 
They took wiih tlicm a chart which liad been made from a map of the world by CafTadillo Bifhop of Vifeo^ 
an excellent dllronomer. This chart it might probably be which was fufpended in the cabinet of Don 
Emanuel King of Portugal, and attributed to our Behaim. 

In 1488 Vas de Cunha and Don Juan dc Bemoin were fent to conftru6l a fort on the river Sanaga ; but 
the attempt did not fuccced. In i49D the King difpatched Riiix de Souza to Congo. 

§ Fafti Novi Otbi^;, et ordinationis apodolicarum, ad Indias pcrtincntium,brcviarium cum annotationibuB. 
Opera D. Cyriac’ Morclli, prefbyteri, olini in univerfitate Neo-L’ordubenfi in Tucumania profcflbria* 
Venitii 1776;^ j M.iy, p. Ixi. 

after 
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after having had an audience of Juan II. who received him in a. very gracious manner, 
and Qppofed no obftacle to his return to Spain. ,, 

Martin Behaim in 1492 finiflied his terreftrial globe at Nuremberg, a work he had 
been induced to by the entreaty of the three chief magiftrates of that city ; and in 1493 
he arrived I'afe in Portugal, whence he went to join his father in law in the ifland-Fayal. 

The King, Don Juan II. repofed great confidence in our cavalhero. In 1494 he lent 
him to Flanders to his natural fon Prince George, to whom he wiflied the crown to 
defeend, which however devolved on Don Emanuel, his filter’s fon. Behaim on his 
voyage liiiher was fo unfortunate as to be captured at fca and carried to England, where 
he fell fick. Recovering, after three months he again embarked, and was a fecond 
time taken by a cruixer and carried into France. After paying his ranfom he repaired 
to Antwerp and Bruges, whence he wrote an account of thefe milhaps to the Senator 
Michael Behaim his coufin, his letter bearing date i ith March, 1494. This letter how- 
ever he did not forward until his ret urn to Portugal, whither he was haftily recalled. 

After the death of Don Juan, which happened on the 25th Oftober, 1494, no 
mention occurs of Behaim until 1506, the year of his death. In the interval it follows 
that he maintained no rpiftolary corrcfpondence with his family, having already received 
from it all he had a right to expeft. 

The Emperor Maximilian rendered the following honorable teftimony of the voyages 
of Behaim : “ Martino Bohemo nemo unus Intperii civium magis umquam peregrinator 
fuit, magifquc remotas adivit orbis n'gioncs.’* 

In this interval voyages of difeovery ftill continued to be repeated with fuccefs, and 
in 1496 Vafeo de Gama doubled the Cape of Good Hope. 

In 1499 Emanuel Cwho was born in 1469 and died in 1521), projeding the 
conquell ol the call, entrulled the expedition and command of the fleet to Vafeo dc 
Gama *. 

Vincent Yanes 1 inzon, on the 26th of January, 1500, difeovered the Cape da Confo* 
lacion or St. Augullin, and Ihortly alter the mouth of the Maragnan or River of the 
Amazons i'. 

“ On the fecond expedition in 1500, Petro Alvaro Caprall being chief, was difeovered 
the Terra da Santa Cruz, vulgarly called the Brazils. This is the llatcment of Vaf- 
concellos|, and Barros Hates that the Brazils were difeovered the 24th April, 15005. 

“ In 1501 the King, Don Emanuel, fent Amcrico Vefpucci to make new difeoveries 
in the South Sea. I'his navigator had the good fortune on the ill April, ’ 502, to make 
the firll difeovery || of the coalt of the province now known by the denomination of 
Terra Firma. 

In 1505 Peter dc Anaya made the Portuguefe acquainted with Monomotapa. 

It feems as if after his return Martin Behaim renounced all new enterprizes, and this 
chiefly owing to his advanced age. In 1506 he failed from Fayal toLilbon, where he 

* P. Antonii Vafconcclli, S.J. Anaceplialcofes, j'.c. Summa Capita aftorum regiim Lufitani®. Anto. 
1621, 4!o. %. pag. 26t. 

+ Emamia Rodriguca, S. J. Relacion del Maragnan ydel Amazonas. 

■J; Vafcoiicellos, Anaccphalcol'cs, tie. 

f Barros, Dec. i. lib. iv. c. ii. Cyr. Morelli S. J. Falli, Novi Orbis, p. lo. 

[| Mr. dc Miirr is certainly in error litre ; for, according to the left hiftorians, Rodriguez de Baftidias 
•and Juan de^ la Cofa ivere the firll who, failing on a courfc directly weft, reached the coaft of Paria, 
and contiiu\!ng the fame diredion difeovered the province of Terra Firma, with all the coaft from Cape 
Vela to the Cnlf of Darien. It is true Vefpucci followed the fame trad without knowing this, and faw 
the fame Ihores, but this happened after the exploration of the two navigators alluded to. AMORtTTi. 
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died on the 29th of July in that year *, as is proved by authentic documents. The 
'^atement therefore on the atchievement placed by his fon Martin on the right of the 
great altar in the choir of the church of Samt Catherine, at Nuremberg, that this event 
took place on the 1 5th July, 1 507, is erroneous. Martin Behaim was buried in the 
church belonging to the Dominicans at Liibon. 

The family pofleffes a very handfome portrait of Martin Behaim i another of inferior 
antiquity below it bears the following infcription : — “ Martims Bohemusy Noriberg. 
Equesy Serenijfimorum Johannis \ i et Emmanuelis Lujtiania Regum Thalajlusy et Mathe- 
maticus infignis. Obiit 1 ^c 6 y Lijbona.” 

* Martin Behaim was born in 1436, he was confequently feventy yean of age when he died. 
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INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS 

From the WSrk of the Frejident De Brosses *. 

. , ^’T^HAT we may leave nothing unattempted that may further the knowledge 
iDio.J ^ regions hitherto fpoken of, we fhall include in this article fuch 

imperfect notices of the Dutch navigations to the Terra Auftralis, as we have been 
able to pick up, though few of them are very confiderable, or of length fulEcient to 
form fcparate journals. Though the principal difcoveries of thefe vafl regions, which 
lie to the fouth of the Molucca Iflands, are undoubtedly due to the Dutch navigators, 
yet we have but very few of their journals, as they have induftrioufly concealed from 
other nations, and even from their own countrymen, the informations brought by their 
navigators, for the rcafons we have already mentioned in our firft book. Were we 
pofleffed of the journals of thofe Dutch feamen who have vifited the coalls of the 
fouthern regions, they would afford us many ufeful hints refpefting geography, and 
other objeds of curlofity. I'he belt thing we have of this fort, is the chart given by 
Thevenot, at the end of Pelfart’s journal, in the firft volume of his colledions. This 
journal, and that of Abel Tafinan, the reader will find below, in the order of time. 
But we fee, by Thevenot’s preface, that he had in his pofleffion feveral other journals 
relative to the fame fubjed. “ The Terra Auftralis (fays he), which makes a fifth 
part of our globe, has been difeovered at different times. That part of it, called 
Witlandf, was firft fecn in 1628. The land of Peter Nuytz the 16th of January 1627, 
Diemen’s Land in November 1642, and New Holland in 1644. The Chinefe were 
well acquainted with this country formerly, for we find Marco Polo, the Venetian, 
mentions feveral great iflands lying to the fouth-caft of Java, which he muft have 
learned from the Chinefe, as well as what he fays of Madagafcar ; for this nation did 
what the Europeans do now, traverfing all thefe Indian feas, quite to the Cape of Good 
Hope, to extend their commerce, or to make new difcoveries. Pelfart, whofe relation 
Is fubjoined, was thrown on this coaft more by accident than defign ; but we fhall give 
afterwards the voyages of Charpeniicr and Van Diemen, to whom the principal honour 
of this difeovery belongs. He brought away with him gold, china-ware, and other 
curiofities, which made people at firft imagine that thefe were the produce of the 
country, whereas they were in truth part of the cargo of a carrack which had been 
Ihipwrecked on that coaft. People imagine this country to be very rich, becaufe the 

* HiA. de Nav. tranAated by Callander. 
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Dutcli make a great myftery of whatever concerns this navigation. And why ihould 
they be fo careful in concealing it, did the country produce nothing worth the trouble 
of making fo long a voyage ? We alfo know, that they once fent troops to form a 
fettlcnicnt here ; but they found a flout refiftance from'the natives, who, ill armed as 
they were, refilled the Dutch with great vigour, advancing into the water to hinder 
their landing. On their return, they reported that they found the favages to be eight 
lect high. Pelfart fays nothing of their extraordinary fize, and perhaps the Dutch, 
being heartily frightened, thought the favages much taller than they really wcrc.’^ 
Unluckily Thevenot did not fulfd his proinife with regard to Carpentaria, which is a 
large country, and lies in the ordinary traft of navigation to the eaflern iflands, in la- 
titude 10 degrees Ibuth. Thevenot, at the time of his death, was preparing a fifth 
.volume of his colleiflion, fome imperfeft Ihects of which wore found in his fludy, con- 
taining the journals of Pelfart and 'I’afnian. But there was nothing to be feen relpobling 
Carpenter or General Diemen (in cafe it be true that Diemen had preferved any journal 
of his voyage), or if ever Thevenot was pofl'elTed of fitch manuferipts, they are now 
loll. In Ihort, we have nothing of any length on this fubjedf, except the journals of 
Pelfart and Tafman. We, indeed, fee in the new hiflory of voyages, publiflied at Am- 
fterdam in 1718, a fort of memorial concerning the land difeovered by Nuytz, tending 
to prove, that as this country is fituated in the fifth climate, between 34 and 36 de- 
grees latitude, it mull be one of the mofl temperate and fertile regions on the globe. 
It is added, that this memorial was thought to have been drawn up by order of the 
celebrated Law, to infpirc the French with a tafle for new difcovcrics. The conclufion. 
drawn from the fituation of this country is certainly jufl ; nor can we fee anyreafon 
for the fufpicion of fome who have thought that this region has only of late been left 
bare by the ocean, fmee it was firft feen by Nuytz in 1627. 

New Holland is that vafl region which extends from the 6th to the 34th degree of 
fouth latitude, and from longitude 124 degrees to 187. To the north it has the Mo- 
lucca iflands, or the fca of Lanchidol. To the wefl and fouth the Indian ocean, and 
the Pacific to the eaft ; but, in this immenfe flrotch of land, wo are acquainted only 
with fome parts of the coaft lying feparatc from each other, without being able to 
affirm whether they compofe one continent, or (as it is more likely) whether tlicy are large 
iflands feparated from each other by canals or arms of tlic fea, the narroweft of which 
have been fuppol'ed by navigators to be the mouths of rivers. Neither are we yet 
affured, whe/her or no New Holland joins New Guinea on the north, or Diemrti's Land 
on the fouth. Tafman has verified by his courfc, that New Zealand, lying to the fouth- 
cafl, is totally feparated by the fea from the continents and iflands that lie nearer the 
equator. The principal countries of Nt w Holland that we are yet acquainted with are 
Carpentaria to the norih-cafl, the coaft of which, forming a great bay, faces to the 
weft. At the entry of this bay are iho Molucca iflands; to the north lie the lands of 
Arnheim and Diemen, which laft is different from the Diemen of Abel Tafman. To 
the north-weft lies the land of De With. Towards the weft lie F.ndracht or Concordia, 
Edels, and Lewin’s Land. This laft occupies the point on the fouth-weft. To the fouth 
lies the land of Peter Nuytz, and further fouth, but treading caftwards, the land of 
Diemen, if, indeed, this laft Ihould be comprehended under the divifion we are now 
defenbing. 

In running along the tal?. coaft of this country, back towards the equator, we find 
the Terra Auftralis del Efpiritu Santo, difeovered by Quiros. But all the vaft interval, 
lying betwi.xt Lewin and Quiros’s difeovery, is fo little luiown, that we cannot tell 

what 
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■What part of it is land, and what is fea. This traft extends from latitude 43 degrees 
fouth, to latitude 19 degrees, and has not hitherto been vifited, at leaft as far as we know. 
Wifeher tells us, that, in going to the Eaft Indies, feveral have run along the coaft of 
this new world, by keeping tlieir rourfe due eaft from the Cape of Good Hope, till 
they fell in with the coaft of New Holland. This was the courl'e Dampier followed, 
as we lhall fee in his journal, 'i’he Dutch navigators, abundantly occupied in fecuring 
their other pofleffions in the Eaft Indies, have done little more than give names to the 
principal capes, bays, and rivers they fell in with along this coaft, never ftaying longer 
here than was ablblutely neceftiiry to get the refrelhments they wanted, and thefe 
(fays Pauhuicj ) were always furai/hed readily by the inhabitants, lie adds, that the 
Dutch have often wintered on thefe coafts, and fpent time enough among the natives 
to enable them to give us very particular accounts, both of them and their country, 
if the Eaft India Company, for interefted rcafons, had not hindered them. Nay, we 
find a Dutchman ofleriag tb * fame'* thing, in his preliminary dilcourfc to the northern 
voyages, “ II eft certain (fays he) que les Ilollandois out fait des tres grandes 
decouverles du cute des Terres Auftrales inconmies, quoiqu’ils ne Ics ayent prefque 
pas publiees jufqu’ a prefent. Ce filence myfterieux, ct cc que Ton a dit des richeffes 
de cos terres, htit croire que les HollandoLs n’ont pas a cccur la recherche des Terres 
Auftrales, craignant pcut-ctre qu’il ne prit envie ii des etrangers de s’y ctablir, au 
prejudice du negoce d ' Iciir coiiipagnie." That this is the real nature of their condudl 
we may be aflured from their hard ufage of Le Maire, and the bad reception Dampier 
met with in the ifle of Timor, not to mention many other inftances, equally well known, 
and univcrf.lly detefted. 

1606.]] We find in Saris’s Journal, prcTcrved by Purchas, under this year, an 
account of a I’mail veif 1 , called the Little Sun, being fent by the Dutch from the 
Molucca ifiands fi.r the difeovery of New Guinea ; which country (fays Saris) they 
knew nothing of at that lime ; but where they imagined gold was to be found. In the 
following year (fays Saris) 1 was told by a Chinefe captain, juft come from Banda, that 
the Dmch vcftl i had put in there on her return from New Guinea. The crew gave an 
account, that having made a dcu,' at on the coaft in order to learn fomething of the 
country, the natives received them with a fliower of arrows, which had killed nine 
Dutchmen. '1 hey reprefented thefe people as very baiibarous, and even cannibals ; 
and being afraid to ftay longer on thefe inhofpitable Ihorcs, they returned without 
doing any thing. 

It) if).] I'he firft land difeovered this year was that called Concordia or Endracht, 
by Thcodoric Hertog, a native of Endraeht, who landed there in the month of October.. 
This co.ift lies from 19 to 25 degrees fouth latitude. The principal inlet here, 
calEd Shrwp’s Bay. abounds with fea-Jogs; and the great ledge of rocks, lying oft' the 
moftf.uth.rn or'ti of the coaft, is called the Abrolhos of Frederick I loutinan. The 
river, 01 lather ftiaft, to the northward, goes by the name of Jacob Remeffens, in; 
nearly 22 degn fouth latitude: this country has fince been feeti by Pelfart and 
Dampier, a;, we fliall find in tl; ir journals. . 

1618.3 y'’*'!' one /icachen, a native of Arnheim, difeovered the land called 

Arnhem and t .iemcn about the latitude 14 degrees. Diemen owes its name to 
Anthony Van I.'icinen, at that time general of the Dutch Eaft India Company, who 
returned to Europe w iiii vaft riches in 1631. It is to be fuppofed that, during his ftay 
in the Indies, he had greatly promoted the difeovery of the Ibuthcrn world, as we find 
the navigators inipofing his name on many of the capes, rivers and bays of that 
country. 
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In 1619. John Edels coafted the weflorii ftore to the fouthward, and left his 
dame to it. Edel’s land lies nearly in 39 d 'rjrees fouth. 

In 1622, was difcovcred that point where the land makes a turn from weft to 
fouth-eaft in 35 degrees fouth latitude. To this was given the name of Lewin, or the 
Lionefs, probably becaufe this was the lliip’s name. Du Quefne was upon this coaft 
afterwards in the year 1687 ; and we are told that one Flamming, a Dutchman, with 
three fhips, touched here in 1 697, and found fevcral good havens and rivers well 
ftored with filh in latitude 3 1 degrees 30 minutes. We lhall give below, in the 
order of time, what we could recover of his journal. This part of the coaft has been 
little viftted lince. 

In 1628, William de Witte gave his name to that part of the coaft he furveyed 
in 22 degrees fouth latitude, to the north of the river Remeffens. Here it was too, 
that in the fame year, Viane, a Dutch captain, was lliipwrecked, being thrown on this 
coaft while he was palling the dangerous Strait of Bali, to theeaft of lava. 

In this year too (and not in 1662, as Prevoft fays) Carpentaria received its name, 
from one Carpenter, a Dutchman, and governor of the India Company. He difeovered 
it during his government, and returned with five fliips very richly laden to Europe, 
in June 1628. It would feem that this whole coaft has been carefully examined by 
the Dutch, as in I’hevenot’s Dutch charts, we have the names, in that language, 
of a great many bays, capes and watering places along it. At laft, in the year 
1664, this vaft region received the name of New Holland, which it Hill bears in all 
the maps. 

Before we quit this fubjedt altogether, it may not be amifs to give the reader a 
general view of the adjacent lands, which he will find more fully deferibed in the 
journals that are to follow. We find towards the fouth-eaft, Diemen’s Land, and 
New Zealand, difeovered by Tafman in 1642. 'Phis navigator, with two (hips, failed 
from Batavia, and in lefs than a year fafely made the tour of what we call Auftralafia. 
His courfe was judicioufly conducted, and happily diredted. We fee by his voyage, 
how eafy it is for the Europeans, who poflfefs eftabliftiments in the Eaft Indies, to 
vifit and difeover all thofe vaft regions, with very little charge or trouble. Tafman 
touched at Diemen's Land, November 24. The part that he ran along extends from 
latitude 41 to 44 degrees, and from longitude 166 to 169 degrees. New Zealand is 
more extenfive : its coaft facing the weft, runs north and fouth, from latitude 33 to 
44 degrees. ^ Tafman only viewed this coaft, without landing on it. The Abbe Prevoft 
tells us, that the Dutch vifited this coaft again in the year 1 644, but gives us no account 
of the captain's name, nor any extradl from his Journal. By fome ftrange miftake he 
adds, that this land extends from latitude 44 to latitude 64 degrees, that is, almoft to 
the polar circle. 

We have feen before how New Guinea, lying north of Carpentaria, was difeovered 
in the year 1 527 by Alvar de Saavedm. This long ifland (or rather peninfula, if it 
touches New Holland, which is yet uncertain) lies obliquely extended from the equator 
to latitude 10 degrees fouth. . Its northern extremity, and feveral iflands along the 
coafts, arc inhabited by a nation called Papoos. This people are thought fuch good 
foldiers, that the Mahometan kings of the neighbouring iflands often hire them for 
foldiers. We find from De Lifle’s chart of the Eaft Indies, the following names of 
four little ftates in this country, Mian, Miflbl, Ogneo, and Noton. Argenfola, in his 
fecond book of the hiftory of the Moluccas, mentions four kings of the iflands in- 
hafajfed by the Papoos, Vaigamano, Vaigeo, Quibibio, and Mincibio, who entered into 
A league'' formed by the feveral ftates of this Archipelago, to fupport each other againft 
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the tyranny of the Portuguefe. The Dutch continuator of Argenfola, in his 1 5th book, 
mentions a war in the ifland Ceram, carried on by the Papous, in conjun£tion with 
thofe of Ceram, againd fome iflanders in the neighbourhood. Thefe fa£ts prove that 
the AudralaHans, who lie near the equator, are more civilized than fuch as are found 
farther to the fouth, and their manners are much the fame with thofe of the adjacent 
iflands. Argenfola tells us, that, according to the tradition of the Moluccas, this 
country was firft peopled from the illand Ternate, which is not improbable. The Indian 
fable Argenfola mentions of the origin of this nation from four eggs, merits no more 
attention than the ancient ftory of the Phoenicians, Egyptians, and Chaldeans, of a 
primitive egg, whence all things were formed, according to them. One thing, how- 
ever, is remarkable, and might be fupported by many fafts, were this a proper place 
for fuch difquifitions, that mod of the ancient traditions of the Egyptians and Phoeni- 
cians were fird derived from India and thofe countries that lie near m the equator. 

We (hall add here fuch general hints concerning thefe fouthern regions, from the 
Dutch writers, as we have been able to pick up, though we depart from the chronolo- 
gical order hitherto followed, and which we intend to purfue in the courfe of this work, 
with regard to fuch writings as deferve the name of journals. 

We find in a Dutch book printed at Amderdam 1753, in quarto, written by Nicolas 
Struyk, feveral geographical obfervations on Audralafia, but laid down in a very irre- 
gular manner. We fliall here fee from the very words of this writer, that it is not 
without good reafon that the Dutch are accufed of willingly leaving the knowledge of 
this country very imperfedl. 

This treatife fays nothing of the natural hidory of this country, nor of the manners 
of the inhabitants, two effential points, which Dampier (as we fhall fee when we come 
to his two journals) has explained as fully as he pollibly could. But how feldom do 
we meet with fuch journals as Dampier’s ! He was right in his conjefture, that this 
land was nothing but a great number of iflands, and thofe openings taken by former 
navigators for rivers, were really arms of the fea dividing thefe iflands. The figure 
he gives to the peninfula inhabited by the Papous, joining to New Guinea, and* ex- 
tending in length from fouth-ead to north-wed (fuch as it is generally reprefented in 
our charts) is pretty good, excepting that its north-wed extremity is only a chain of 
iflands, and not a peninfula. We come now to give a few extraiifs from the Dutch 
author. 

^ 1 hough we are fonietimes pofTefled of maps and accounts of new diffovered coun- 
tries, yet there may be many reafons for not publifliing them to the world. Fird, be- 
caufe we incline to referve fuch countries for our own ufe, and prevent the approach 
of other nations to them. Secondly, thefe difeoveries may be yet too irnperfeft, and 
we wait to have them completed. C)r, thirdly, this fometimes never happens, becaufe 
people do not chufc to lay out large lums in fitting out veffels for difeovering countries, 
the products of which, perhaps, may yield no profit to the adventurers. Be this as 
it may, it is certainly injurious to mankind in general, to conceal any thing from them 
that tends to illudrate fo ufeful a fcience as geography is. 

1697.] The 3d of May 1697, three Dutch velfels left the Texel, with orders to 
examine the wed coad of New Holland ; and they run along it from the ifland called 
Rottened to the river William. An account of this voyage * was publilhed at Am- 
derdam in the year 1701, but without a map. They had fight of thefe fouthern regions 

• We have never been able to meet with a copy of this journal, otherwife we fhould have inferttd.it in- 
tire in its place* 
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December 29tb, and they continued on thefe coafts to February 1698. According to 
their account, it is the moft mifcrable country on the globe j fo that Dampier had reafon 
to fay, that the Hottentots of the Cape were lords when compared to the inhabitants of 
New Holland. 

1705.] The firft of March 1705, three Dutch fliips failed from Timor, with orders 
to examine the north coalt of New Holland more exaflly than had hitherto been done. 
They noted the flioals, bay, and rockr upon this coaft. In their route they met with 
no lands, excepting fome rocks lying above water in 1 1 degrees 52 minutes fouth 
latitude. They faw the weft coaft of New Holland in 4 degrees to the call of the eaft 
point of Timor. Hence they continued their courfe to the northward, pafling by a large 
fhoal which lies above water in fome places, and extends more than five German leagu' s. 
Hence they flood to the eaft along the coaft of New Holland, obferving every thing as 
carefully as poflible. But this is all the account we can giv^' of their difeovery. 

In this year 1705, the Dutch alfo font out a yacin, called die Yellow Pinton, for 
the difeovery of the fouth-eaft coaft of New Guinea, the fituation of wh’ch they found 
very different from what it is reprefented in ihe common maps. They mention their 
having found feveral places inhabited, fuch 's what they called Red Point ; another 
at a place called Waba; another at Gre.>n Point, where they found good 
anchorage and frefli water. Here oi'c of their Tailors was killed by the natives. 
From another place they brought away four men and three women. Two of tlic 
men efcaped, and they fet the women at liberty. Le Brun, a famous painter and 
traveller, being at Batavia, when this vcffcl returned, has given us the figure of one 
of thefe ravages drawn from life, with his bow and arrows in his hand, in his fccond 
volume p. 338.* 

The ifle of the Papous, near New Guinea, belongs to the King of Tidore. Valentine, 
in his account of the Eaft Indies, Part III. p. 47, ijieaks fo coiiful'edly of this diftrid, 
that it appears his knowledge of it was but imperfett, and his chart of it is very faulty. 
He lays down the weft part of that country as totally unknown, and places on the north 
Ihore many of the names that belong to the fouth. The ordinary maps lay down the 
land of the Papous as contiguous to New Guinea, in which tliey are generally 
followed for want of better information. But it is now known, that this diftrid is 
compofed of many iflands, the northernmoft of which lie within our hcmifphere, 
Theie ifles extend over three degrees of latitude, from tlic continent of New Guinea 
to the ifland Halaniahera, commonly called Gilolo, and by the favages, “ The 
Mother of Countries,” to diftinguifti it from the finall ifles which lie round it. 
Dampier’s chart is not good, w here he reprefents the fouthern iflands of the Papous 
as making part of the continent of New Guinea. 

The ifles called Aroua belong to Banda, and ever fince the year 1623 they 
have been under the dominion of the Dutch Eaft India Company. Thefe illes are 
well laid down in D’Anvillc’s map of Afia, publiflied in the year 1752; only he 
mentions but four, when in reality there arc fix of them. Arou is a low flat country, 
interfeded with feveral fait creeks, the banks of which are covered with mangroves. 


• It is remarkable, that the figure of this favage from New Guinea, as given by Le Brun, perfeilly 
refembles that of the African Negroes, though thefe two countries lie at a vail diftance from each otlier, 
and the interjacent regions are peopled with inhabitants of a quite different form. We fliall have occafion 
to allign afterwards the moft probable caufes of this wonderful refemblancc betwixt two nations who flill 
contin^ie in the original ftaic of favage nature, and can never be fuppofed to have had any intercourfe with 
each dtheriti Probably it was fiorn this rcfemblaDce of the inhabitants of this part of Anftralafia to the 
African negroes, that this country received the name of New Guinea. 

Thefe 
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Thefe illands are well peopled ; for fomc ''time ago, they counted feventy different 
towns or habitations. Their principal produce is fago, and the flaves they make in 
New Guinea and elfewherc, which they bring to fell in Banda •. There is found, 
near the village of Ablinga,> a bank on which they fifh for p^arl, but they are fmall. 
The bird of paradife is alfo found in thofe iflands. In the year 1703 there were about 
240 Chriftians in Aroua. 

Thus far our Dutch geographer, whofe informations, though of no great value, 
we have inferted, that we might not be accufed of omitting any thing that may tend 
to the improvement of navigation, and the geography of thele countries. The reft 
of his piece contains nothing but a dry catalogue of the names impofed by the Dutch 
i.avigators on the different capes, mountains, and iflands ; but this becomes of fmall 
life, as the Dutch writer, by a ftrange negledf, has omitted the latitude and longitude 
of the places he names ; fo that this catalogue can be of very fmall if any ufe to the 
navigator. We retut., now to dur original plan, of giving the feveral voyages made 
towards the fouthern regions, in tlic order of time in which they were performed ; 
and as our feamen began now to be n'crc exad in their obfervations, our readers will 
perufe with more plcaiure, and greater profit, the hiflory of their voyages. To thefe 
w'c fhall join Inch remarks, as the iniportance of the fubjt;cl;s, or credit of the relaters 
may call for ; and thus we hope to render this collection 'nore worthy of the regard 
i.J the public, as well as more ufcfiil (wlucb is oi.r great aim) to the judicious 
feamen. 


^ ITf u wo liavc another inflatice of tlie confoiTAity oT .'er;> btiwixi ihe Negroes of Africa and 
»:• Nc-tv Gi.iiiica, as well as in their equally watuing iuc» oi "luir fore tcclh. It would feem^ how* 
-M'c:, ilf-dt i)iia race of men is very ancient in the fouthern htniifrM-y.ir. 
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VOYAGE OF FRANCIS PELSART TO AUSTRALASIA* 


^ XT has appeared very ftrange to fome very able judges of voyages, that the 
* ^ A Dutch Ihould make fo great account of the fouthern countries as to caufe 
the map of them to be laid down in the pavement of the Stadt-lioufe at Amfterdam, 
and yet publilh no defcriptions of them. This myftery was a ^ood deal heightened by 
one of the fhips that firft touched on Carpenter’s land, bringing home a confiderable 
quantity of gold, fpiccs, and other rich goods ; in order to clear up which it was faid, 
that thefe were not the produQ of the country, but were hfhed out of the wreck of 
a large fliip that had been loft upon the coaft. But this ftory did not fatisfy the inqui- 
fitive, becaufc not attended with circumftances neceffary to cftablifh its credit ; and 
therefore they fuggcfted, that inftead of taking away the obfcurity by relating the 
truth, this tale was invented in order to hide it more effeftually. This ful'picion gained 
ground the more, when it w'as known that the Dutch £aft>India Company from Ba- 
tavia had made fome attempts to conquer a part of the fouthern continent, and had 
been repulfcd with lofs, of which, however, we have no diftinft or perfeft relation, 
and all that hath hitherto been colledted in reference to this fubjed, may be reduced to 
two voyages. All that we know concerning the following piece, is, that it was colleded 
from the Dutch journal of the voyage. And, having faid thus much by way of introduc- 
tion, we now proceed to the tranflation of this Ihort hiftory. 

The diredors of the Eaft India Company, animated by the return of five fhips, 
under General Carpenter, richly laden, caufed, the very fame year, 1628, eleven veffels 
to be equipped for the fame voyage; amongft which, there w'as one fhip called 
the Batavia, commanded by Captain Francis Pelfart. They failed out of the I’exel 
on the 28th of Odober 1628; and as it would be tedious and troublefome to the 
reader to fet down a long account of things perfedly well known, I fhall fay nothing 
of the occurrences that happened in their paflage to the Cape of Good Hope ; but 
•content myfelf with obferving, that on the 4th of June, in the following year 1629, 
this veffel, the Batavia, being feparated from the fleet in a ftorm, was driven on the 
Abrollos or fhoals, which lie m the latitude of 28 degrees fouth, and which have 
been fince called by the Dutch, the Abrollos of Frederic Houtman. Captain Pelfart, 
who was fick in bed when this accident happened, perceiving that his fhip had ftruck, 
ran immediately upon deck. It was night indeed ; but the weather was fair, and 
the moon (hone very bright ; the fails were up ; the courfe they fleered was north- 
raft by north, and the fea appeared as far as they could behold it covered with a 
white froth. The captain called up the mafter, and charged him with the lofs of the 
ihip, who excufed himfelf by faying he had taken all the care he could j and that 

* From CaUandet'« Tranflation of De Broflci. 

having 
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having difcerned this froth at a diftance, he’afked the fleerfman what he thought of 
it, who told him that the fea appeared white by its refleftirig the rays of the moon. 
I'hc captain then afked him, what was to be done, and in what part of the world he 
thought they were ? The rnaftcr replied, that God only knew that ; and that the 
fliip was fall on a bank hitherto undifeovered. Upon this they began to throw the 
lead, and found that they had forty-eight feet water before, and much lefs behind 
the veflel. The crew immediately agreed to throw their cannon overboard, in hopes, 
that when the fliip was lightened, flie might be brought to float again. They let fall 
an anchor however ; and while they were thus employed, a moft dreadful ftorm 
arofe of wind and rain ; which foon convinced them of the danger they were in j for 
being furrounded with rocks and flioals, the Ihip was continually llrikiiig. 

They then refolved to cut away the main-maft, which they did, and this augmented 
the Ihock, neither could they got clear of it, though they cut it clofe by the board, 
becaufc it was much entangled* with the rigging ; they could fee no land, except an 
illand, which was about the diftance of three leagues, and two finaller iflands, or rather 
rocks, which lay nearer. They immediately fent the mafter to examine them, who re- 
turned about nine in the morning, and reported that the fea at high water did not 
cover them, but that the coaft was fo rocky and full of Ihoals that it would be very 
difficult to land upon them ; they refolved, however, to run the rifk, and to fend moft 
of their company on fhore to pacify the women, children, fick people, and fuch as 
were out of their wits with fear, whofe cries and noife ferved only to difturb them. 
About ten o’clock they embarked thefe in their lhaliop|jnd fkiff, and, perceiving th«r 
veflel began to break, they doubled their diligence : they likewife endeavoured to get 
their bread up, but they did not take the fame care of the water, not refleding in their 
fright that they might be much diftreffed for want of it on Ihore, and what hindered 
them moft of all, was the brutal behaviour of fome of the crew that made themfelves 
drunk with wine, of which no care was taken. In Ihort, fuch was their confulion, 
that they made but three trips that day, carrying over to the iiland 1 80 perfons, ao 
barrels of bread, and fome fmall calks of w'ater. The mafter returned on board to- 
wards evening, and told the captain that it was to no purpofe to fend more provifions 
on Ihorc, fmee the people only wafted thofe they had already. Upon this the captain 
went in the fhallop to put things in better order, and was then informed that there was 
no water to be found upon the ifland ; he endeavoured to return to the Ihip in order 
to bring off a fupply, together with the moft valuable part of their cargo, but a ftorm 
fuddenly arifmg, he was forced to return. 

The next day was fpent in removing their water and moft valuable goods on fhore ; 
and afterwards the captain in the fkiff, and the mafter in the fhallop, endeavoured to 
return to the veffel, but found the fea run fo high, that it was impoffible to get on 
board. In this extremity the carpenter threw himfelf out of the fhip, and fwam to 
them, in order to inform them to what hardfhips thofe left in the veffel were reduced, 
and they fent him back with orders for them to make rafts, by tying the planks toge- 
ther, and endeavour on thefe to reach the fhallop and fkiff ; but before this could be 
done, the weather became fo rough, that the captain was obliged to return, leaving, with 
the utmoft grief, his lieutenant and feventy men on the very point of perilhing on board 
the veffel. Thofe who were got on the little ifland were not in a much better condi- 
tion, for, upon taking aii account of their water, they found they had not above 40 
gallons for 40 people, and on the larger iiland, where there were 1 20, their flock was 
ftill lefs. Thofe on the little ifland began to murmur, and to complain of their pfficers, 

becaufc 
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becaufe they did not go hi fearch of wjtter in the iflands thW were within fight of them, 
and they reprefcnted the neceffity of this to Captain Pellart, who agreed to their requeft, 
but infifted before he went to communicate his defign to the reft of thepeople j they 
confented to this, but not till the captain had declared that, without the confent of the 
company on the large ifland, he would rather, than leave them, go and perilh.on boi^d 
the fiiip. When they were got pretty near the Ihore, he who commanded the boat 
told the captain, that if he had any thing to fay he muft cry out to the people, for 
that they would not fuffer him to go out of the boat. The captain immediately attempted 
to throw himfelf overboard, in order to fwim to the illand. Thofe who were in the 
boat prevented him ; and all that he could obtain from them was, to throw on Chore his 
table-book, in which he wrote a line or two to inform them that he was gone in the 
iki^ to look for water in the adjacent iflands. 

He accordingly coafied them all with the greateft care, and found in moft of them 
cpnfiderable quantities of water in the holes of the ’rocks, but fo mixed with the fea 
water, that it was unfit for ufe ; and therefore they were obliged to go farther. The 
firft thing they did was, to make a deck to their boat, becaufe they found it was im- 
pra£licable to navigate thofe feas in an open voflel. Some of the crew joined them by 
that time the work was finiflied ; and the captain having obtained a paper, figned by 
all his men, importing that it was their defire that he fhould go in fearch of water, 
he immediately put to fea, having firft taken an obfervation, by which he found they 
were in the latitude of 28 degrees 13 minutes fouth. They had not been long at fea, 
before they had fight of thq^^ontinent, which appeared to them to lie about fixteen 
miles north by weft from the place they had fufl'ered fhipwreck. They found about 
twenty five or thirty fathoms water ; and as night drew on, they kept out to fea ; 
and cUter midnight ftood in for the land, that they might be near the coaft in 
the morning. On the 9th of June, they found themfelves as they reckoned, about 
three miles from the Ihore j on which they plied all that day, failing fometimes north 
fometimes weft, the country appearing low, naked, and the coaft excelfively rocky ; 
4 b that they thought it refembled the country near Dover. At laft they faw a little 
creek, into which they were willing to put, becaufe it appeared to have a fandy 
bottom ; but when they attempted to enter it, the fea ran fo high that they were forced 
to defift. 

On the 10th, they remained on the fame coaft, plying to and again, as they had 
done the day before ; but the weather growing worfe and worfe, they were obliged 
to abandon their fliallop, and even throw part of their bread overboard, becaufe it 
hindered them from clearing themfelves of the water, which their vclfel began to make 
very fall. That night it rained moft teiribly, which, though it gave them much 
trouble, afforded them hopes that it would prove a great relief to the people they had 
left behind them on the ifiands. The wind began to fink on the nth; and as it 
blew from the weft-fouth-weft, they continued their courfe lo the north, the fea running 
ftill fo high, that it was iinpoffible to approach the fliore. On the 12th, they had an 
obfervation, by which they found themfelves in the latitude of 27 degrees; they failed 
with a fouth-eaft wind all that day along the coaft, which they found fo fteep, that 
there was no getting on fhore, inafmuch as there was no creek or low land without 
Ae rocks, as is commonly obferved on fea-coafts ; which gave them the more pain, 
becatife within land, the country appeared very fruitful apd pleafant. They found 
the(^|(|tYe!S on the 1 3th in the latitude of 25 degrees 40 minutes ; by which they 
dii€Ot>cyred that the current fet to the north. They were at this time over-againft 

4 an 
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an opening; the coaft lying to the north-eail, they continued a north cojirfc, but found 
the coaft one continued rock of a red colour, all of an height, againft which the waves 
broke with fuch force, that it was impoffible for them to land.’ 

The wind blew very frefh, in the mommg on the 14th ; but towards noon it fell 
(aim ; they \yere then in the height of 24 degrees, with a fmall gale at eaft, but the 
tide ftill carried them further north than they defired, .becaufe their defign was to 
make a defeent as foon as poflible ; and with this view they failed flowly along the 
coaft, till perceiving a great deal of fmoke at a diftance, they rowed towards it as fail: 
as they were able, in hopes of finding men, and water of courfe. When they came 
near the fliore, they found it fo fteep, fo full of rocks, and the fea beating over them 
with fuch fury, that it was impoffible to land ; fix of the men, however, trufting ta 
their (kill in fwimming, threw themfelvcs into the fea and refolved to get on fliore at any 
rate ; which with great difficulty and danger they at laft effefted, the boat remaining at 
anchor in 25 fathoms water. The men on fliore fpent the whole day in looking for 
water j and w'hile they were thus employed, they faw four men, who came up very near j 
but one of the Dutch*faiIors advancing towards them, they immediately ran away as 
fall as they were able, fo that they were diftindly feen by thofe in the boat. Thefe 
people were black favages, quite naked, not having fo much as any covering about 
their middle. The failors finding no hopes of water on all the coaft, fwam on board 
again, much hurt and wounded, by their being beat by the waves upon the rocks ; 
and as foon as they were on board, they weighed anchor, and continued their courfe' 
along the fliore, in hopes of finding fome better landing-place. 

On the 25th, in the morning, they difeovered a cape, from the point of which there 
ran a ridge of rocks a mile into the fea, and behind it another ridge of rocks ; they 
ventured between them as the fea was pretty calm ; but finding there was no paflage, 
they foon returned. About noon, they faw another opening; and the fea bemg. 
ftill very fmooth, they entered it, though the paflage was very dangerous, inafmuch 
as they had but tw’o feet water, and the bottom full of ftones ; the coaft appearing a flat 
fand lor about a mile. As foon as they got on fliore, they fell to digging in the fand, 
but the water that came into their wells was fo brackifli, that they could not drink it, 
though they were on the very point of choaking for thirft. At laft, in the hollows 
oi the rocks, they met with confiderable quantities of rain water, which was a great 
relief to them, fince they had been for fome days at no better allowance than a pint 
a-piece ; they foon furniflied themfelvcs in the night with about eighty gallons, per- 
ceiving, in the place where they landed, that the favages had been there lately, by a 
large heap ol alhes, and the remains of fome cray-fifli. 

On the i6ih, in the morning, they returned on fliore, in hopes of getting more 
water, but were difappointed ; and having now time to obferve the country, it gave 
them no great hopes of better fuccefs, even if they had travelled farther within land, 
which appeared a thirfty barren plain, covered with ant-hills, fo high that they looked 
afar off like the huts of negroes, and at the fame time they were plagued with flies, 
and thofe in fuch multitudes, that they were fcarce able to defend themfelvcs. They 
faw at a diftance eight favages, with each a ftaff in his hand, who advanced towards 
them within mulket fliot ; but as foon as they perceived the Dutch failors moving to- 
wards them, they fled as fall as they were able. It was by this time about noon, and, 
perceiving no appearance either of getting water, or entering into any correfpondence 
with the natives, they refolved to go on board, and continue their courfe towards the 
north, in hopes, as they were already in the latitude of 22 degrees 17 mmute^ they 
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might be able to find the river of Jacob Remmefcens ; but the wind veering about to 
the, north-eaft, they were not able to continue longer upon that coall, and therefore 
refle£Ung that they were now above one hundred miles from the place where they were 
ihipwrecked, and had fcarce as much water as would ferye them in their palTage back, 
they came to a fettled refolution of making the beft of tHeir way to Batavia, in order 
to acquaint the governor-general with their misfortunes, and to obtain fuch aflTi fiance 
as was necelTary to get their people oft' the coafi. 

On the I yth they continued their courfc to the north-eaft, with a good wind and 
fair weather ; the 1 8th and j 9th it blew hard, and they had much rain ; on the 20th 
they found thetnfelvcs in 19 degrees 22 minutes ; on the 2 2d they had another obforv- 
ation, and found themfelves in the height of 16 degrees 10 minutes, which furprifed 
them very much, and was a plain proof that the current carried them northwards at a 
great rate ; on the 27th it rained very hard, fo that they were not able to take an ob- 
lervation, but, towards noon, they faw, to their great fatisfadion, the coafis of Java, 
in the latitude of eight degrees, at the difiance of about four or five miles. I'hey al- 
tered their courfe to wefi-north-wefi, and, towards evening, Iritered the gulf of an 
ifland very full of trees, where they anchored in eight fathoms water, and there pafTed 
the night ; on the 28th, in the morning, they weighed, and rowed with all their force, 
in order to make the land, that they might fearch lor water, being now again at the 
point of pcrifiiing for third:. Very happily for them, they were no fooncr on fliore 
than they difeovered a fine rivulet at a fmall difiance, where, having comfortably 
quenched their third, and filled all their calks with water, they about noon continued 
their courfe for Batavia. 

On the 29tb, about midnight, in the fecond watch, they difeovered an ifland, which 
they left on their fiarboard j about noon they found themfelves in the height of 6 de- 
grees 48 minutes ; about three in the afternoon they palled between two illatids, the 
wefiernraoft of which appeared full of cocoa trees. In ihe evening they were about 
a mile from the I'outh point of Java, and in the fecond watch, cxacifly between Java 
and the Ifie of Princes. The 30th, in the morning, they found thcmfelv'cs on the 
cqafi of the lafi-mentioned illancl, not being able to make above two miles that day. 
On July ift, the weather was culm, and about noon they were three leagues from 
Dwaeriindenwegh, that is, Thwart-the-way Ifland ; but towards the evening they had 
a pretty bride wind at north-wefi, which enabled them to gain that coafi. On the 2d, 
in the morning, they were right againlt the ifland of Topers-hoetien, and were obliged 
to lay at anch«r till deven o’clock, wailing for the I'ea-brceze, which, however, blew 
fo faintly, that they were not able to make above two miles that day ; about fun-fet 
they perceived a velfel between them ami I'hvvart-the-way Ifland, upon which they re- 
folved to anchor as near the fiiore as tltey could that night, and there wait the arrival 
of the Ihip. In the morning th< y wcic on board her, in hopes of procuring arms for 
their defence, in calc the iuhabitan: lava were at war with the Dutch, d’hey found 

•two other fhips in company, on bo.uil one of which was Mr. Ramhurg, courd'eilor of 
the Indies. Captain Pell'art went immediately on board his fhip, where he acquainted 
him with the nature of his misfortune, and went with him aftervvanls to Batavia. 

"We will now leave the Captain foliciiing fuccours from the Governor-general, in or- 
der to return to the crew who were left upon the iflands ; among whom there hap- 
pened fuch tranfaftions, a-s, in their condition, the reader would little expeft, and per- 
hsq>8 will hardly credit. In order to their being thoroughly underfiood, it is rteceflary 
to oh&rve, that they had for fupercargo one Jerom Cornelis, who had been formerly 

an 
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m apotliocaiy at Ilarlcni. 'iliis man, wiien lliey were on the coall of Africa, had 
plotted with ilie pilot and iouie others to run away with tiie vclfel, and either to carry 
her into 1 )uiikirk, (^r to turn pirates in her on their ov/n account* This fupercarga 
had remained to' davs on board the \vrc‘ck, not beinji^ al)le in all that time to get cm 
flioiw i wo wli(i!e days he fpent on the malnmall, Onatini.^ to and Iro, till at kill, by 
the help of i^ne ol the yards, he got to land. Wlien he was onc(! on (hore, (he com* 
iriaud, i»] th*‘ abic’iK c ol* ('aptain IVlfart, devolved oi courfe upon him, which imme« 
diairiy revived in his ntind his old dedign, inionuicli that, h-a refolvc*.! tv; lay hold of this 
opporrunJly to in:ik(‘ hinifelf inaRcr of all that could hr i’aved fav]i of the wreck, con- 
Cenahi; that it W(nild ir‘ cwl'y io furprize the captain on his retorn, and detennining ta 

on the ercoiuit, that is to lav. It) turn pirate in the captaiiihs veilLl. In order to 
carry tliis di< lieu into execution, he thoug]i[ neceiTary to rid themielves of fiich oi rlie 
crcAv as were ikjI like to conn Into their Icheme ; I)ut before he prt;ceeded to dip his 
k.na’s in b-iof'-L hi* obh.pal all fin; vc)nlj)ij-:itors to lign an iidfrurnent by wliich tliey e:w 
i;i dr.nJ ])) < iie!i olii-'r. 

i’he Vvhol flip's c'omjjany were on fhorc in tlnvc iflands, the grcatc/l part of them 
in thai w ia'V'e ( ierm.'ii :. wa.-., vliieh iilaiid they ihouglit tit: to cal] the burying-placc of 
IhitroTi, \\\'vl>havs wa^' lent with another body into an adjacent ifland to 

inok lor vhieh, after iwenty days iearch, he found, and made the appointed 

irpask h\ Ij^diiiiy , (Itree rii'(*s, which, howt‘ver, were not leen, nor laktm notice of by 
viU'i' r tf" <' .iniiKinvi of (iornelis, becaiile they were buly in butchering tlieir com- 
piUiiee.^, (;] \ri]oiii the) fjad murdered between thirty and foi'iy ; but foine few, how* 
evei, p >: (.il’ upon a raft of j.-lanks tied tcygeilier, and went to l!ie ifland, where 
Wi.) 1'1 j:ivs wsn, in (s'd-.r r.equaint him with the dreadful accident that had happened* 
Mr, vdevbliav.- luivinp; with him lorty-ilve nun, they all refoived to (land upon their 
ppiard, and r.; dc'ieiul themldves to tlie la(t man, in cafe thefe villains fhould attack 
tluiu. 1 iii^ inda.<'d was iheir tieiipn, for lliey were apprehtrilivc both of this bod\\ 
and of :!r..!e wh-i were' ('ll! flit' tiiird iilaiul, giving notice to the' captain on his return, 
and fh<u\‘l)\' ins'W' iiiing tJr ir iiKenticai oi’ riiiming away with his veffel. But as this 
tfdul esujpcinv w;).s l)v much tilt' weak< !t, they began with them iirll, and cut them all. 
oli, < xt:ep: fi\' ' wonu i] anti feven chilureii, not in the liaiil dambtiiig that they ihould 
be abit' to do as much bv Weybhays and his company ; in tlie moan time, having broke 
open die ineieiiant’s clieils^ which had been laved out of the wreck, tlupy ('onverted 
tliem to th' irtwvii ule, witluait ceremonv. 

The train-r, Joroin Cic-rnelis, was fo much elevatt'd with (he fucr ..fs that had 
hifiK'i'lo attiiided )iis \ilh^iJ]^’, that he immediately began lo iaiicy ad didit uhie'i were 
ovc'r, and gave a Ioo(e to bis xicious inciiiiuie-us in c*V(U*y refped : lie (uxlend t:Iothcs 
to be matie ol ricli (liilis thai had been l.ivet!, lor himfell and hi.. ti't)op, and h:uing 
cliofen (Hit of them a company t»l puarde, lie taalert'd lliem to have fcarlet coats, with 
a double lace of gold or filver. There were two inlnifh'rV dvUigluers among the 
woiiKii, one ol'whom lu' look lor his own iiiinrefs, gave the lecimd to a Irivourito ol 
bis, and orden'd that the other three women fhould be common to the whole troop : 
lie altc’rwards drew up a fet of regulations, whicli were to be the laws of his new prin- 
cipality, taking to hiinlellThe llyle and tide of (iaptain-geiieral, and obliging his party 
t(j fign an ad or indriiment, by whicli they acknowledged him as fuch* Thcfc points 
once fettled, he relolved to carry on the war. lie firli of all embarked on board tw\) 
tlialloj IS twenty-two ineii, well arniecl, with orders to dellroy Mr. Weybhays and his 
toniptiny ; and on their mil'carrying, ho undertook a like expedition with thirty-l'evcn 
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men, in w hich, however, he had no better fuccefs ; for Mr. Weybhays, with his peo- 
ple, though armed only with ftaves, with nails drove into their heads, advanced even 
into the water to meet them, and, after a brilk engagement, compelled thefe murderers 
to retire. 

Cornells then thought fit to enter into a negociation, which was managed by the 
chaplain, who remained with Mr. Weybhays j and after feveral comings and 
goings from one party to the other, a treaty was concluded upon the following terms ; 
viz. That Mr. Weybhays and his company fliould for the luturtj remain undil- 
turbed, provided they delivered up a little boat, in which one of the lailors 
had made his efcape from the ifland in which C'ornelis was with his gang, in 
order to take ftielter on that where W^eybhays was with his company. It was alio 
agreed, that the latter fliould have a part o( the fliiirs and filks given them for clothes, 
of which they flood in great want. But, while this aflair was in agitation, Cornelis 
took the opportunity of the correfpondeaco between them being rellored, to write 
letters to fome French foldiers that were in Weybhays’s comjiany, jinimifing them fix 
thoufand livros a-piece, if they would comply with liis demands; not doubting but by 
this artifice he fliould be able to accomplifli his end. 

His letters however had no eflod ; on the contrary, the foldiers to whom they 
were direfted, carried them immediately to Mr. W( ylihays. Cornelis not knowing 
that this piece of treachery was difeovered, wtsii over the next morning, with three 
or four of his people, to carry to Mr. Weybhays the clothes that had been promifecl 
him. Asfoon as they landed, Wevbliays attacked them, killed two or three, and made 
Cornelis hitiifelf priloner. One Wonterlols, wdio was the only man that matle liis 
efcape, went immediately back to tlie confpirators, put liimfelf at their head, and came; 
the next day to attack Weybhays, but met with the fame fate as before ; that is to fay, 
he and the villains that were with him were foundly beat. 

Things were in this fituation when Captain Pelfart arrived in the Sardam frigate. lit; 
failed up to the wreck, and faw with great joy a cloud of fmokc afcotidiiig from one 
of the iflands, by which he knew that all his people were not dead. He canit; imme- 
diately to an anchor ; and having ordered fome wine and provifioiis to he j)Ut init) tin; 
fkifl', refolved to go in perfon wirli thefe refreflmicnis to one of lin"!,' iJl.iiids. He had 
hardly quitted tlie fhip before he was boarded by a boat from the iil.md to uliieh lee 
was going ; there were four men in the boat, of whom Weybhays was one, v.iui im- 
mediately ran to the Captain, told him what had liapjiened, and begged liim toreoim 
to his fhip immediately, for that the conlninuors intemled to iurpri/.e lier ; that tliev 
had already murdered 125 perfons, and that they had attacked him and his c .mj)any 
that very morning, with two fliallo'ps. 

While they were talking tlie fli.dtops appeared ; upon which the ca])t<i;:i rout.,! 
to his fliip as fait as he could, and \v..s hardly got on board bedure ihey an-iwd :ii th'‘ 
fiiip’s fide. The captain was lnq!ri.,ed to fee men in red coat.s, laced with _o!d and 
filver, with arms in their hand.s. 1 le demanded what they meant liy coming ;»n lioard 
armed. They told him he fliould know when they were on btiard tin; fhip. 'I’lie c;m- 
lain replied that they fliould come on board, but that they imilf firlt throw tlieir aniis 
into the fca, which if they did not do immediately, he wouhl fink ihein as they la) . 
As they law that difputes were to no purpofe, and that they were entirely in the cap- 
tain’s power, they were obliged to obey. They accordingly threw their arms overboard, 
and were then taken into the veflel, where they were inflanily pul in ironsli One of 
them whole name was John Bremen, and who was firft txainined, owned that he had 
t murdered 
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murdered with his own hands, or had afTifted in murdering, no lefs than twenty-fcven 
perfbns. The fame evening Weybhays brought his prifoner Cornelis on board, where 
he was put in irons, and ftriblly guarded. 

On the 1 8th of Scpteinbt;r,. Captain Pclfart, with the mailer, went to take the reft 
ot the confpirators in Cornelis’s ifland. They went in two boats. The villains, as foon 
as they faw them land, loft all their courage and fled from them. They furrendered 
without a blow, and were put in irons with the reft. The captain’s firft care was to 
R-covcT the jewels which Cornelis had difperfod among his accomplices : they were, 
however, all of them foon found, except a gold chain and a diamond ring ; the latter 
was alfo found at laft, but the former could not be recovered. I’hcy went next to ex- 
amine the wreck, which they found ftaved into an hundred pieces ; the keel lay on a 
bank of fand on one fide, the fore part of the vefl'el ftuck fall on a rock, and the reft 
of her lay here and there as the pic'ces had been driven by the waves, fo that Captain 
Pelfart had very little iiopes of faring any of the merchandize. One of the people 
belonging to Weybhays’s company told him, that one fair day, w’hich was the only one 
they had in a month, as he was iifliing near the wTcck, he had llruck the pole in his 
hand againft one of the chefts of filver, which revived the captain a little, as it gave 
him realbn to expebl that foniething might ftill be laved. They fpent all the 19th in 
examining the reft of the prifoners, and in conlronting them with thofe who efcaped 
Ifom the maUacre. 

On the 20th they font fevcral kinds of refrelhments to Weybhays’s company, and car- 
ried a good quantity of water from the ifle. There w'as lomcthing very Angular in 
finding this water ; the people who w'ere on ftiore there had fubfiftca near three weeks 
on rain-water, and what lodged in the clefts of the rocks, without thinking that the 
w'atcr of two w'ells which were on the ifland could be of any ufe, becaufe they faw 
them conllantly rile and fall with the tide, from whence they fancied they had a com- 
munication with the lea, and confequcntly that the water muft be brackilli j but upon 
trial they found it to be very good; and Ib did the Ihip’s company, who filled their 
calks with it. 

Cn the 2 ift the tide was fo low^, and an call fouth-caft wind blew fo hard, that 
during the whole day the boat could not gel out. On the 2 2d they attempted to filh 
upon the w reck, but the weather was fo bad, that even thofe who could fwiin very w'cll 
durft not approach it. On the 25th the niaftcr and the pilot, the weather being fair, 
went oir again to the wreck, and thofe who were left on fliorc, oblerving that they 
wanted hands to get any thing out of her, fent off f'ome to aflift them, ''fhe captain 
went alfo hinilell to encourage the men, who foon weighed one chell of filver, and 
fonie time after another. As foon as thele were life afliore they returned to their work, 
but the weather grew' ib bad that they w'cre quickly obliged to defill, though foine of 
their divers from Cuzarat allured them they had found fix more, which might eafily 
be weighed. On the 26th, in the afternoon, the weather being fair, and the tide low, 
the mailer returned to the place where the chefts lay, and weighed three of them, 
leaving an anchor with a gun tied to it, and a buoy to mark the place where the fourth 
lay, which, notwithftunding their utmoft cflbrts, they w ere not able to recover. 

On the 27th the Ibuth wind blew very cold. On the 2tSth the fame wind blew 
ftrongcr than the day before ; and as there was no pollihility of lilhing in the wreck for 
the prefent, Captain Pclfart held a council to coiilider w'hat they Ihould do with the 
prifoner% that is to fay, whether it would be bell to try them there upon the fpot, or 
to carry them to Batavia, in order to their being tried by the Company’s officers. After 
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maturi. uclibcration, reflefting on the number of prifoners, and the temptation that 
might arife from the vaft quantity of filver on board the frigate, they at laft came to> 
a refolution to try and execute them there, which was accordingly done j and they em- 
barked immediately afterwards for Batavia. 


remarks. 

This voyage was tranflated from the original Dutch by Thevenot, and printed by 
him in the firft volume of his collections. Pelfart’s route is traced in the map of the 
globe piiblifhed by Deliflc in the year 1700. 

As this voyage is of itlelfvery fhort, I (hall not detain the reader with many remarks ; 
but (hall confine myfelf to a very few obfervations, in order to fhow the confequences 
of the difeovery made by Captain Pelfart. I’he country upon which he lulfcretl 
fliipwreck was New Ifolland, the coall of which had. not till then been at all examined j 
and it was doubtf ul how far it extended. Tiiere had indeed been foinc reports I'pread 
with relation to the inhabitants of this country, which Captain Peifart’s relation ihows 
to have been falfe ; for it had been reported, that when the Dutch Eaft India Com- 
pany fent fome fhips to make difeoveries, their landing was o})pofed by a race of gigantic 
people, with whom the Dutch could by no means contend. But our author fays 
nothing of the extraordinary lizc of the favages that were feen by Captain Pelfart’s 
people ; from whence it is rcafonable to conclude, that this ftory was circulated witli 
no other view than to prevent other nations from venturing into thefe feas. It is 
alfo remarkable, that this is the very coalt furveyed by Captain Dampier, whole 
account agrees exadly with that contained in this voyage. Now, though it be true, 
that from all thefe accounts there is nothing faid which is much to the advantage either 
of the country or its inhabitants, yet we are to confider that it is impofliblc to repre- 
fent either in a worfe light than that in which the Cape of Good Hope was placed, 
before the Dutch took pofTefliou of it; and plainly demon ffrated that induflry could 
make a paradife of what was a perfect purgatory while in the hands of the Hottentots. 
If, therefore, the climate of this country be good, and the foil fruitful, both of which 
were affirmed in this relation, there could not be a more proper place for a colony 
than fome part of New Holland, or of the adjacent country of Carpentaria. 1 fliall 
give my reafons for afferting this when I come to make my remarks on a fuccccding 
voyage. At prefent I /hall confine myfelf to the reafons that have induced the 
Dutch Eaft India Company to leave all thefe countries unfettlcd, after having firft 
fhewn fo ftrong an inclination to difeover them, which will oblige me to lay before the 
reader fome fecrets in commerce that have hitherto cfcaped common obfervation, and 
which, whenever they are as thoroughly confidcred as they deferve, will undoubtedly 
lead us to as great difeoveries as ihofv' of Columbus or Magellan. 

In order to make myfelf pcrf cHy uiiderftood, I muft oblervc, that it was the finding 
out of the Mc'luccas, or Spice-illauus, by the Portiiguefe, that raifed that fpirit of 
difeovery, which produced Columbus’s voyage, which ended in finding America; 
though in faft, Columbus intended rather to reach this country of New Holland. 
'Ihe affertion is bold, and at firft fight may appear improbable ; but a little attention 
will make it fo ])lain, that the reader muft be convinced of the truth of what I fay. 
The propofition made by Columbus to the State of Genoa, the Kings of Portugal, 
Spain, England and France, was this, that he could difeover a new route toflfhe Eaft 
Indies; that is to fay, without going round the Cape of Good Hope. He grounded 
' 7 this 
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this propofition on the fpherical figure of the earth, from whence he thought it 
felf evident, that any given point might be failed to through the great ocean, either by 
fteering call or weft. In his attempt to go to the Eaft Indies by a weft courfe, he met 
with the iflands and continent of America ; and finding gold and other commodities, 
which till then had never been brought from the Indies, he really thought that this 
was the weft coaft of that country to which the Portuguel'c failed by the Cape of Good 
Hope; and hence came the name of the Weft Indies. Magellan, who followed his 
fteps, and was the only difcoverer who reafoned fyftematically, and knew what he was 
doing, propofed to the Emperor Charles V. to complete what Columbus had begun, 
and to find a pafl’age to the Moluccas by the weft ; which, to his immortal honour, he 
accomplifhed. 

When the Dutch made their firft voyages to the Eaft Indies, which was not many 
years before Captain Pelfart’s fhipwrcck on the coaft of New Holland ; for their firft fleet 
arrived in the Eaft Indies in 1596,, and Pclfart loft his fliip in 1629 ; I fay, when the 
Dutch firft undertook the Eaft India trade, they had the Spice-iflands in view; and as 
they are a nation juftly famous for the fteady purfuit of whatever they take in hand, 
it is notorious, that they never loft fight of their defign, till they had accompliflied it, 
and made themfelves entirely mafters of thefe iflands, of which they ftill continue in 
poireflion. When this w'as done, and they had effectually driven out the Englifb, 
who were likewife fettled in them, they fixed the feat of their government in the 
ifland of Amboyna, which lay very convenient for the difeovery of the fouthern 
countries ; which, therefore, they profecuted with great diligence, from the year 
1619 to the time of Captain Pclfart’s fhipwreck ; that is, for the fpace of twenty 
years. 

But after they removed the feat of their government from Amboyna to Batavia, 
they turned their views another way, and never made any voyage cxprefsly for dif- 
coveries on that fide, except the fingle one of Captain Tafinan ; of which w^e are to 
fpeak in art id, ■ X. It was from this period of time, that they began to take new 
meafures , and having made their excellent fcttlement at the Cape of Good Hope, 
refolved to govern their trade to the Eaft Indies by thefe two capital maxims: 1. To 
extend their trade all over the Indies ; and to fix themfelves fo eflcdually in the 
richeft countries, as to keep all, or at leaff the beft and moft profitable part of their 
commerce to themfelves. 2. To make the Moluccas, and the iflands dependent on* 
them, their frontier ; and to omit nothing that fliould appear neceflarv to prevent 
ftraiigcrs, or even Dutch fliips not belonging to the Company, from evcv navigating 
thole feas, and confequeutly from ever being acquainted with the countries that lie in 
them. 1 low well they have profecuted the firft maxim, has been very largely lliewn 
in a loregoing article, wherein we have an ample defeription of the mighty empire in 
the hands of their Eall India Company. As for the fecond maxim, the reader, in the 
pcrulal of Funnel's, Dampier’s, and other voyages, but efpecially the firft, muft; be 
fatislied, that it is what they have conftantly at heart, and w'hich, at all events, 
they are determined to purfue, at leaft with regard to ftrangers ; and as to their own 
countrymen, the ufage they gave to James le IVlaire, and his people, is a proof that 
cannot be contefted. 

1 hole things being confidcred, it is very plain that the Dutch, or rather the Dutch 
Eaft India Company, are fully perfuaded that they have already as much or more ter- 
ritory in t)^ Eaft Indies than they can well manage, and therefore they neither do nor 
i'ver will think of fettling New Guinea, Carpentaria, New Holland, or any of the 
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adjacent iflands, till either their trade declines in the Eaft Indies, or they are obliged 
to exert themfelves on this fide to prevent other nations from reaping the benefits that 
might accrue to them by their planting thofe countries. But this is not all ; for as the 
Dutch have no thoughts of fettling thefe countries themfelves, they have taken all 
imaginable pains to prevent any relations from being publilhed which might invite or 
encourage any other nation to make attempts this way ; and I am thoroughly perfuaded 
that this very account of Captain Pclfart’s fliipwreck would never have come into the 
world, if it had not been thought it would contribute to tliis end, or, in other words, 
would ferveto frighten other nations from approaching fuch an inhofpitable coaft, every 
where befet with rocks abfolutely void of water, and inhabited by a race of favages 
more barbarous, and, at the fame time, more mil'erable than any other creatures in the 
world. 

. The author of this voyage remarks, for the ufe of feamcn, that in the little illand 
occupied by Weybhays, after digging two pits, they were for a confiderable time afraid 
to ufe the water, having found that thefe pits ebbed and flowed with the fea : but ne- 
cellity at laft conftraining them to drink it, they found it did them no hurt. The 
reafon of the ebbing and flowing of thefe pits was their nearnefs to the fea, the water 
of which percolated through thefand, loft its faltnefs, and fo became potable, though 
it followed the motions of the ocean whence it came. 
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THE VOYAGE OF CAPTAIN ABEL JANSEN TASMAN 

FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN COUNTRIES, 

By DireSion of the Dutch JLaJl India Company. 

[Taken from his original Journal.] * 


I. The Occafion and Dcftgn of this Voyage. — - 2. Captain Tafman fails from Batavia^ 
Augujl 14, 1642. — 3. Remarks on the Variation of the Needle. — 4. He dif coven a 
new Country, to which he gives the Name of Van Diemen's Land. — 5* ^<itls from 
thence for New 'Zealand. — 6. Vi jits the Ijiand of the 'Three Kings ; and goes in Search 
of other (/lands dif covered by Schovten. — 7. ■Remarkable Occurrences in the Voyage. — 
8. Obfervations on, and Explanation of, the Variation of the Compafs. — 9. Difeovers 
a new Ijland, which he calls Pyl/laart IJland. — 1 o. And two (/lands, to which he 
gives the Name of Amjlcrdam and Rotterdam . — 11. And an Archipelago of twenty 
fmall IJlands. — 12. Occurrences in the Voyage. — 13. He arrives at the Archipelago 
of Anthong Java . — 14. His Arrival on the Coa/i of New Guinea.— Continues 
his Voyage along that Coajl . — 16. Arri ves in the Neighbourhood of Burning Ijland, 
and furveys the whole Coaft of New Guinea. — 17. Comes to the (/lands of Jama and 
Moa. — iS. Prrfecutes his Vovage to Ceram. — 19. Arrives fafely at Batavia, 
June ; 1643. — 20. Covfcqucnccs of Cc plain Tafmaii's Dijcoverics. — 21. Remarks 

upon the Voyage. 

i. ^ I ■'IlK great difeoveries that were made by the Dutch in thefe fouthern countries, 
JL were fubl’equcnt to the famous voyage of Jaques le Mairc, who in 1616, paffed 
the flrtights calk'd by hie name, in 161S, that part of Terra Auftralis was difeovered 
whicli the Dutcii call Concordia. The next year, the Land of F-dels was found, and 
received its name from its dilcovcrcr. In 1620, Batavia w'as built on t!;„ ruins of the 
the old city of .lacatra ; but the feat of goveiaimcnt was not immediately removed 
from Aniboyna. In 16:3, that part of New Holland which is called Lewin’s Land, 
W'as firll four.d ; and in 16 27, Peter Nuyts difeovered, between New Holland and New 
Guinea, a country, wliich bears his name. There were alfo fome other voyages made, 
of which, however, we have no fort of account, except that the Dutch w'ere continually 
beaten in all their attempts to land upon this coaft. On their fettlement, however, at 
Batavia, the then general and council of the Indies thought it requifite to have a more 
perfect furvey made of the new-found countries, that the memory of them at leaft 
might be preferved, in cafe no further attempts were made to fettle them ; and it was 
very probably a forefight of few fhips going that route any more, which induced fuch 
as had then the diredion of the Company’s affairs to wifh, that fome fuch furvey and 
defeription might be made by an able feaman, who was well acquainted with thofe 
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coafts, and who might be able to add to the difcoveries already made, as well as fumifli 
a more accurate delcription, even of them, than had been hitherto given. 

■ This was faithfully performed by Captain Tafman ; and, from the lights afforded by 
his jiiurnal, a very exa£t and curious map was made of all thefe new countries. But 
his voyage was never publifticd entire ; and it is very probable that the Eaft-India Com- 
pany never intended it fhould be publiflied at all. However, Dirk Rembrantz, moved by 
the excellency and accuracy of the work, publiflicd in Low Dutch an extra£t of Captain 
Tafinan’s Journal, which has been ever fmee confidered as a very great curiofity ; and, 
as fuch, has been tranflated into many languages, particularly into our own, by the care 
of the learned ProfelTor of Grclham College, Doftor Hook, an abridgement of which 
trauflation found a place in Doftor Harris’s Colleftion of Voyages. But we have made 
no ufe of cither of thefe pieces, the following being a new trauflation, made wath all 
the care and diligence that is poflible. 

c. On Auguft 14, 1642, 1 failed from Batavia \}ith two vefTels ; the one called the 
Heemlkirk, and the other the Zee-IIaan. On September 5, I anchored at Maurice 
Illand, in the latitude of 20'' fouth, and in the longitude of 83® 48k I found this 
illand fifty German miles more to the call than I expefted ; that is to fay, 3° 33' of 
longitude. This ifland was fo called from Prince Maurice, being before known by the 
name of Cerne. It is about fifteen leagues in circumference, and has a very line 
liarbour, at the entrance of which there is one hundred fathoms water. The country 
is mountainous ; but the mountains are covered with green trees. The tops of thefe 
mountains arc fo high, that they are loft in the clouds, and are frequently covered by 
thick exhalations or fmoke, that afeends from them. The air of this ifland is extremely 
wholcfome. It is well furniflied with flelh and fowl ; and the fea on its coafts abounds 
with all forts of filh. The fineft ebony in the world grows here. It is a tall, ftraight 
tree, of a moderate thicknefs, covered with a green bark, very thick, under which the 
wood is as black as pitch, and as clofc as ivory. There are other trees on the ifland, 
■which are of a bright red, and a third fort as yellow as wax. The fliips belonging to 
the Eaft India Company commonly touch at this ifland for refrcihments, in their 
palTage to Batavia. 

I left this ifland on the 8th of Oftober, and continued my courfe to the fouth, to the 
latitude of 40® or 41®, having a ftrong north-weft wind ; and finding the needle vary 
23, 24, and 25® to the 22d of Odober, I failed from that time to the 29th to the eaft, 
inclining a little to the fouth, till I arrived in the latitude of 45® 47' fouth, and in the 
longitude of* 89" 44' j and then obferved the variation of the needle to be 26® 45' 
towards the weft. 

As our author was extremely careful in this particular, and obferved the variation of 
the needle with the utraoft diligence, it may not be amifs to take this opportunity of 
explaining this point, fo that the importance of his remarks may fufficiently appear. 
The needle points cxadly north only in a few places, and perhaps not conftantly in 
them ; but in moft it declines a little to the eaft, or to the weft, whence arifes eaftern 
and weftern declination : when this was firft obferved, it was attributed to certain 
excavations or hollows in the earth, to veins of lead, ftone, and other fuch-like caufes. 
But when it was found, by repeated experiments, that this variation varied, it appeared 
plainly that none of thofe caufes could take place ; fince, if they had, the variation in 
the fame place muft always have been the fame, whereas the fadl is otherwife. 

Here at London, for inftance, in the year 1580, the variation was obferved to be 
1 1® 17' to the taft ; in the year 1666, the variation was here 34' to the weft ; and in 
ihe year 1 73 4i variation was fomewbat more than 1 ° weft. In order to find the 
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variation of the needle with the leaft error poffible, the feamen take this method : they 
obferve the point the fun is in, by the compafs, any time after its rifing, and then take 
the altitude of the fun ; and, in the afternoon, they obferve when the fun comes to the 
fame altitude, and obferve the •point the fun is then in by the compafs ; for the middle, 
between thefe two, is the true north or fouth point of the compals ; and the difference 
between that and the north or fouth upon the card, which is pointed out by the needle, 
is the variation of the compafs, and fliews how much the north and fouth, given by 
the compafs, deviates from the true north and fouth points of the horizon. It appears 
clearly from what has been faid, that, in order to arrive at the certain knowledge of the. 
variation, and of the variation of that variation of thp compafs, it is abfolutely requifite 
to have, from time to time, diftiiift accounts of the variation, as it is obfcrved in 
different places : whence the importance of Captain Tafman’s remarks, in this refpefl:, 
fufficiently appears. It is true, that the learned and ingenious Doftor Halley has given 
a very probable account of this matter ; but as the probability of that account arifes 
only from its agreement with obfervations, it follows, thole are as neceflary and as im- 
portant as ever, in order to ftrengthen and confirm it. 

3. On the 6th of November, I was in 49“ 4' fouth latitude, and in the longitude of 
1 14° 56' ; the variation was at this time 26° wellward ; and, as the weather was foggy, 
with hard gales, and a rolling fea from the fouth-weft and from the fouth, I concluded 
from thence, that it was not at all probable there Ihould be any land between ihofe two 
points. On November 15, I was in the latitude of 44® 33' fouth, and in the longitude 
of 140*32'. The variation was then 18° 30' weft, which variation decreafed every 
day, in fuch a manner, that, on the 21ft of the fame month, being in the longitude of 
158”, 1 obfcrved the variation to be no more than 4*. On the 22d of that month, the 
needle was in continual agitation, without refting in any of the eight points j which led 
me to conjeflure, that we were near fome mine of loadftone. 

This may, at firft fight, feem to contradifl; what has been before laid down, as to the 
variation, and the caufes of it : but, when ftriftly confidered, they will be found to 
agree very well ; for when it is aflerted, that veins of loadftone have nothing to do with 
the variation of the compafs, it is to be underftood of the conftant variation of a few 
degrees to the eaft, or to the weft : but in cafes of this nature, where the variation is 
abfolutely irregular, and the needle plays quite round the compafs, our author’s con- 
jecture may very well find place : yet it muft be owned, that it is a point far enough 
from being clear, that mines of loadftone affect the compafs at a diftaiw j which, 
however, might be very cafily determined, fince there are large mines of loadftone in 
the ifland of Elba, on the coaft of Tufeany. 

4. On the 24th of the fame month, being in the latitude of 42" 25' fouth, and in 
the longitude of 163” 50', I difeovered land, which lay eaft-fouth-eaft, at the diftance 
of ten miles, which I called Van Diemen’s Land. The compafs pointed right towards 
this land. The weather being bad, I fteered fouth and by eaft along the coaft, to the height 
of 44® fouth, where the land runs away eaft, and afterwards north-eaft and by north. 
In the latitude of 43® 10' fouth, and in the longitude of 167“ 55', I anchored on the 
ift of December, in a bay, which I called the Bay of Frederic Henry. 1 heard, or at 
leaft fancied I heard, the found of people upon the fhore ; but I faw nobody. All I 
met with worth obferving was two trees, which were two fathoms or two fathoms and 
an half in girth, and fixty or fixty-five feet high from the root to the branches : they 
had cut with a flint a kind of fteps in the bark, in order to climb up to the birds-nefts ; 
thefe fteps were the diftance of five feet from each other ; fo that we muft conclude, 
that either thefe people are of a prodigious fize, or that they have fome way of climbing 
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trees we are not ufed to : in one of the trees the fteps were fo frefh, that wc 
judged they could not have been cut above four days. 

'I’lic noil'e we heard refenibled the noife of fome fort of trumpet ; it feemed to be at 
no great diftance, but we faw no living creature notwithflanding. I perceived alfo in 
the (and, the marks of wild beads’ feet, rcfembling thofe of a tiger, or fome fuch 
creature ; 1 gathered alfo fome gum from the trees, and likewife fome lack. The tide 
ebbs and flows there about three feet. 'I’he trees in this country do not grow very 
clofe, nor arc they encumbered with bulhes or underwood. I obferved fmoke in feveral 
places ; however, we did nothing more than fet up a poft, on which every one cut his 
name, or his mark, and upon which 1 hoifled a flag. I obferved that, in this place, 
the variation was changed to 3° call ward. On December 5th, being then, by 
obfervation, in the latitude of xti" 34'. and in the longitude 169’, I quitted Van 
Diemen’s Land, and rcfolved to fleer eaft to the longitude of 195 ’, in hopes of dif- 
covering the ifland.s of Solomon. 

5. On September 9th, 1 was in the latitude of 42'’ 37' fouth, and in the longitude 
of 176° 29'; the variation being there 5“ to the call. On the 12th of the fame month, 
finding a great rolling fea coming in on the fouth-wefl, I judged there was no land to 
be hoped for on that point. On the 13th, being in the latitude of 42° 10' fouth, and 
in the longitude of 188° 28', I found the variation 7° 30' eaftward. In this fituation 
1 difeovered an high mountainous country, which is at prefent marked in the charts, 
under the name of New Zealand. I coalfed along the fliore of this coutttry to the 
north-north-eaft, till the 18th •, and being then in the latitude of 40“ 50' fouth, and in 
the longitude of 191° 41', 1 anchored in a fine bay, where I obferved the variation to 
be 9® towards the eaft. 

We found here abundance of the inhabitants : they had very hoarfe voices, and 
were very large-made people. I'hey durft not approach the fliip nearer than a ftone’s 
throw j and we often obferved them playing on a kind of trumpet, to which wc 
anfwered with the inftrutnents that were on board our vcflel. Thefe people were of a 
colour between brown and yellow, their hair long, and afmofl as thick as that of the 
Japanefe, combed up, and fixed on the top of their heads with a (juill, or fome fuch 
thing, that was thickeft in the middle, in the very fame manner that Japanefe faftened 
their hair behind their heads. 'I'hefc people cover the middle of their bodies, fome 
with a kind of mat, others with a fort of w'oollen cloth ; but, as for their upper and 
lower parts, they leave them altogether naked. 

On the 19th of December, thefe favages began to grow a little bolder, and more 
familiar, infomuch that at laft they ventured on board the lieemlkirk, in order to trade 
with thofe in the veflTel ; as foon as I perceived it, being apprehenfive that they might 
attempt to furprife that fliip, I fent my fliallop, with leven men, to put the people in 
the Hecmlkirk upon their guard, and to diredf them not to place any confidence in 
thofe people. My feven men, being without arms, were attacked by thefe favages, 
who killed three of the feven, and forced the other four to fwim for their lives ; which 
occafioned my giving that place the name of the Bay of Murderers. Our (hip’s com- 
pany would, undoubtedly, have taken a fevere revenge, if the rough weather had not 
hindered them. From this bay wc bore away eaft, haviiig the land in a manner all 
round us. This country appeared to us rich, fertile, and very well fituated ; but as 
the weather w-as very foul, and we had at this time a very ftrong weft wind, we found 
it very difficult to get clear of the land. 

6. On the 24th of December, as the wind would not permit its to continue our 
way to the north, as we knew not whether we Ihould be able to find a paffage on that 
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fide, and as the flood came in from the fouth-eaft, we concluded that it would be (he 
beft to return into the bay, and fcek fome other way out ; but, on the 26th, the wind 
becoming more favourable, we continued our route to the north, turning a little to the 
weft. On the 4th of January 1643, being then in the latitude of 34’ 35' fouth, and 
in the longitude of 191° 9', we failed quite to the cape, which lies north-weft, where 
we found the fea rolling in from the north-eaft ; whence we concluded, that we had at 
laft found a pafl'age, which gave us no fmall joy. There was in this ftreight an ifland, 
which we called the ifland of the Three Kings ; the cape of which we doubled, with a 
defign to have refrcflied ourfelves ; but, as we approached it, we perceived on the 
mountain thirty or five and thirty perfons, who, as far as w'e could diicern at fuch a 
diftance, were men of very large fize, and had each of them a large club in his 
hand : they called out to us in a rough ftn)ng voice, but we could not underftand any 
tliiitg of what they faid. We obferved that thefe people walked at a very great rate, 
and that they took prodigious large ftrides. We made the tour of the ifland} in doing 
which, we faw but very few inhabitants ; nor did any of the country feem to be culti- 
vated ; we found indeed a frefli- water river, and then we refolved to fail eaft, as far as 
220“ of longitude ; and from thence north, as far as the latitude of 17° fouth } and 
thence to the weft, till we arrived at the ifles of Cocos and Ilornc, which were dif- 
covered by William Schovtcn, where we intended to refrefh ourfelves, in cafe we found 
no opportunity of doing it before ; for though we had aftually landed on Van 
Diemen’s Land, we met with nothing there } and, as for New Zealand, we never fet 
foot on it. 

In order to render this pafTage perfectly intelligible, it is neceffary to obferve, that the 
ifland of Cocos lies in the latitude of 15” 10' fouth; and, according to Schovtcn ’s 
account, is well inhabited, and well cultivated, abounding with all forts of refreftnnents ; 
but, at the fame time, he deferibes the people as treacherous and bafe to the laft degree. 
As for the iflands of Horne, they lie nearly in the latitude of 15°, are extremely 
fruitful, and inhabited by ptjople of a kind and gentle difpofition, who readily beftowed 
on the llollandcrs whatever refreflimcnts they could afk. It was no wonder therefore, 
that, finding themfelves thus^diftrefled. Captain Tafman thought of repairing to thefe 
iflands, where he was furc oH^btaining rcfrcfhinents, either by fair means or otherwife ; 
which defign, however, he did not think fit to put in execution. 

7. On the 8th of January, being in the latitude of 30® 25' fouth, and in the longitude 
of 192° 20', we obferved the variation of the needle to be 9 towards the e.ift ; and, as 
we had an high rolling fea from the fouth-weft, 1 conjeftured there could not be atiy 
land hoped for on that fide. On the 12th, we found ourfelves in 30"^ 5' fount latitude, 
and in 195^ 27' of longitude, where we found the variation 9'’ 30' to the ealt, a rolling 
fea from the fouth-eaft and from the fouth-weft. It is very plain, front thefe obferva- 
tions, that the pofition laid down by Dr. Halley, that the morion of the needle is not 
governed by the poles of the world, but by other poles which move round them, is 
highly probable ; for otherwife it is not eafy to underftand, how the needle came to 
have, as our author affirms it had, a variation of near 27 ’ to the weft, in the latitude of 
45® 47', and then gradually dccroafing till it had no variation at all ; after which it 
turned eaft, in the latitude of 42° 37', and fo continued increafing its variation caft- 
wardly to this time. 

8. On the i6th, we were in the latitude of 26 ° 29' fouth, and in the longitude of 
199“ 32', the variation of the needle being 8®. Here we are to obferve, that the 
eaftern variation decreafes ; which is likewife very agreeable to Doftor li illey’s 
hypothefis j which, in few words, is this: that a certain large Iblid body con tamed 
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within, and every way feparated from the earth, (as having its own proper motion) 
and being included like a kernel in its Ihell, revolves circularly from eaft to weft, as 
the exrerior earth revolves the contrary way in the diurnal motion ; whence it is eafy 
to explain the pofirion of the four magnetical poles whith he attributes to the earth, 
by allowing two to the nucleus, and two to the exterior earth. And, as the two former 
perpetually alter the fuuation by their circular motion, their virtue, compared 
with the exterior pt)les, muft be different at different times ; and confequently, the 
variation of the needle will perpetually change. The dodor attributes to the nucleus 
an European north pole and an American fouth one, on account of the varia- 
tion of variations obferved near thefe places, as being much greater than thofe found 
near the two other poles. And he conjectures, that thefe poles will finilh their revolu- 
tion in about feven hundred years ; and after that time, the fame fuuation of the poles 
obtain again, as at prefent ; and, confequently, the variations will be the fame again 
over all the globe ; fo that it requires feveral ages before this theory can be thoroughly 
adjofted. He alfigns this probable caufe of the circular revolution of the nucleus : 
that the diurnal motion, being imprelfed from without, was not fo exactly communi- 
cated to the internal parts, as to give them the fame precife velocity of rotation as the 
external ; whence the nucleus, being left behind by the exterior earth, feems to move 
flowly in a contrary diredion, as from eaft to weft, with regard to the external earth, 
conlidered as at reft in refped of the other. But to return to our voyage : 

9. On the 19th of January, being in the latitude of 22" 35' fouth, and in the lon- 
gitude of 204° 15', we had 7® 30' eaft variation. In this fuuation we difeovered an 
illand about two or three miles in circumference, which was as far as we could 
difeern, very high, fteep, and barren. We were very defiirous of coming nearer it, but 
were hindered by fouth-eaft and fouth-fouth-eaft winds: we called it the lllc of Pylftaart, 
becaufe of the great number of that fort of birds we faw flying about it j and the next 
day we faw two other iflands. 

10. On the 2 1 ft, being in the latitude of 21” 20' fouth, and in the longitude of 
205'’ 29', we found our variation 7" to the north-eaft. Vfe drew near to the coaft of 
the moft northern illand, which, though not very high, yet was the larger of the two : 
we called one of thefe iflands Amfterdam, and the other Rotterdam. Upon 
that of Rotterdam, we found great plenty of hogs, fowls, and all forts of fruits, 
and other refrelhments. Thefe iflanders did not feem to have the ufe of arms, 
inafmuch as .we faw nothing like them in any of their hands: while we were upon 
the ifland, the ufage they gave us was fair and friendly, except that they would 
fteal a little. The current is not very confiderable in this place, where it ebbs north- 
eaft, and flows fouth-weft. A fouth- weft moon caufes a fpring-tide, which rifes feven 
or eight feet at leaft. The wind blows there continually fouth-eaft, or fouth-fouth- 
eaft, which occafioned the Heemlkirk’s being carried out of the road, but, however, 
without any damage. We did not fill any water here, becaufe it was extremely hard 
to get it to the Ihip. 

On the 25th, we were in the latitude 20“ 1 5' fouth, and in the longitude of 206’ ig'» 
The variation here was 6 ' 20' to the eaft ; and, after having had fight of feveral other 
iflands, we made that of Rotterdam : the iflanders here referable thofe on the ifland 
of Amfterdam. The people were very good natured, parted readily with what they 
had, did not feem to be acquainted with the ufe of arms, but were given to thieving 
like the natives of Amfterdam Ifland. Here we took in water, and other refrelhments, 
with all the conveniency imaginable. We made the whole circuit of the ifland, which 
we found well ftocked with cocoa-trees, very regularly planted j we likewife law abun- 
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dance of gai^ens, extremely well laid out, plentifully flocked with all kinds of fruit- 
trees all planted in ftraight lines, and the whole kept in fiich excelK*nt order, that nothing 
could have a better eflPeft upon the eye. After quitting the iiland of Rotterdam, we 
had fight of feveral other iflands ; which, however, did not engage us to alter the 
refolution we had taken of failing north, to the height of 1 7® fouth latitude, and from 
thence to fhape a weft courfe, without going near either IVaitor’s Ifland, or thofe of 
Home, we having then a very brifk wind from the fouth-eaft, or eaft-fouth-eaft. 

I cannot help remarking upon this part of Captain Tafman’s journal, that it is not 
eafy to conceive, unlefs he was bound up by his inftructions, why he did not remain 
fomc time either at Rotterdam or at Amfterdam ifland, but efpecially at the former; 
fince, perhaps, there is not a place in the world fo happily feated, for making new dif- 
coveries with cafe and fafety. He owns, that he traverfed the whole ifland ; that he 
found it a perfedt paradife ; and that the people gave him not the lead caufe of being 
diffident in point of fecuriiy ; fo that, if his men had thrown up ever fo flight a for- 
tification, a part of them miidit have remained there in fafety, while the reft had at- 
tempted the difeovery of the Iflands of Solomon on the one hand, or the continent 
of De Quiros on the other; from neither of which they were at any great diftance: 
and, from his neglcdling this opjxirtunity, I take it for granted that be was circum- 
feribed, both as to his courle, and fo the time he was to employ in thefe difeoveries, 
by his inftruefions ; for otherwife, fo able a feaman, and fo curious a man, as his 
journal flicws him to have been, would not certainly have negledled fo fair an oppor- 
tunity. 

II. On February 6th, being in 17® 19' of fouth latitude, and in the longitude 
of 20*" 35 i we found ourfolvcs embarralTed by nineteen or twenty fmall iflands, every 
one of which was furrounded with fands, fhoals, and rocks. 'I'hefe are marked in 
the charts by the name of Prince William’s 111 inds, or Heemlkirk’s Shallows. On the 
8th, we were in the latitude of 1 5 29', and in the longitude of 199“ 31'. We had 
abundance of rain, a ftrong wind from the iiorth-eaft, or the north-north-eaft, with 
dark, cold weather. Fearing, therefore, that we were run farther to the weft than we 
thought ourfelves by our reckoning, and dreading that we fhould fall to the fouth of 
New Guinea, or be thrown upon fome unknown coaft in fuch blowing mifty weather, 
we refolved to ftand away to the north, or to the north-north-well:, till we fliould 
arrive in the latitude of 4, 5, or 6® fouth ; and then to bear away weft for the coaft of 
New Guinea, as the leaft dangerous way that we could take. 

^ It is very plain from hence, that Captain I’afinaii had now laid afide al? thoughts of 
difcoycring farther ; and 1 think it is not difficult to guels at the i*cafon : when he was 
in this latitude, he was morally certain that he could, without further dil/iculty, fail 
round by the coaft of New Guinea and fo back again to the Ealt Indies. It is there- 
fore extremely probable, that he was direfted by his inftrudions to coalf round that 
great fouthern continent already difeovered, in order to arrive at a certainty, whether 
it was joined to any other part of the world, or whether, notwithlfanding its vail extent, 
viz. from the equator to 43’ of fouth latitude, and from the longitude of 123* to near 
190% it was, not withftanding, an ifland : this, I fay, was in all appearance the true 
defign of his voyage, and the reafon of it feems to be this; that an exact chart being 
drawn from his difeoveries, the Eaft India Company might have perfect intelligence of 
the extent and fituation of this new-found country, before they executed the plan 
they were then contriving for previ'iiiing its being vifited, or farther difeovered, by 
their own or any other nation ; and this too accounts for the care taken in laying 
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-down the map of this country on the pavement of the new ftadthoufe at AmfteFdam ; for 
as this county was henceforward to remain as a kind of depofit, or land of referve, in 
the hands of the Eaft India Company, they took tiiis method of intimating as much 
to their countrymen j fo that, while ftrangers are gapiRg at this map as a curiofity, 
every intelligent Dutchman may fay to hiinfelf, “ Behold the wifdoni of the Eaft India 
Company ! by their prefent empire, they fupport the authority of this republic abroad ; 
and by their cxtenfive commerce, enrich its fubjeSs at home j and, at the fame time, 
ihew us here what a referve they have made for the benefit of pofterity, whenever, 
through the viciflitudes to which all fublunary things are liable, their prefent fources 
of power and grandeur Ihall fail.” 

1 cannot help fupporting my opinion, in this refpeft, by putting the reader in mind 
•of a very curious piece of ancient hiftory, which furniflies us with the like inftance in 
the conduS of another republic. Diodorus Siculus, in the fifth book of his Hiftorical 
Library, informs us, that in the African Ocean, fome days fail weft from Libya, there 
Lad been difeovered an ifland, the foil of which was exceedingly fertile, and the country 
no lefs pleafant, all the land being finely diverfified by mountains and plains, the former 
thick clothed with trees, the latter abounding with fruits and flowers, the whole 
watered by innumerable rivulets, and aSbrding fo pleafant an habitation, that a finer 
or more delightful country fancy itfelf could not feign : yet he afl'urcs us, the Car- 
thagenians, thofe great mafters of maritime pow'cr and commerce, though they had 
difeovered this admirable ifland, would never fuffer it to be planted ; but referved it 
as a fanftuary, to which they might fly, whenever the ruin of their own republic left 
them no other refource. This tallies exactly with the policy of the Dutch Eaft India 
Company, who, if they Ihould at any time be driven from their poITeftions in Java, 
Ceylon, and other places in that neighbourhood, would without doubt retire back into 
the Moluccas, and avail themfelves efledually of this noble difeovery', which lies open 
to them, and has been hitherto clofe fliut up to all the world befide. But to proceed: 

12. On February 14th we were in the latitude of 16" 30' fouth, and in the longitude 
of 193'’ 35'. We had hitherto had much rain, and bad weather; but this day, the 
wind finking, we hailed our confort the Zce-Ilaan ; and found to our groat fatisfadion 
that our reckonings agreed. On the 20th, in the latitude of 13° 45', and in the longi- 
tude of 193° 35', we had dark, cloudy weather, much rain, thick fogs, and a rolling 
fea ; on all fides the wind variable. On the 26th, in the latitude of 9“ 48' fouth, and 
in the longitude of 193° 43', we had a north-weft wind, having every day, for the 
fpace of twenty-one days, rained more or lefs. On March 2d, in the latitude of 
9° 11' fouth, and in the longitude of 192° 46', the variation was 10° to the eaft, the 
wind and weather (till varying. On March 8th, in the latitude of 7° 46' fouth, and 
in the longitude of 190° 47', the wind was ftill variable. 

13. On the 14th, in the latitude of 10'^ 12' fouth, and in the longitude of 186° 14', 
we found the variation 8° 45' to the caii. We pafl'cd fome days without being able 
to take any obfervation, becaufe the weather was all that time dark and rainy. On 
March 20th, in the latitude of 5“ 15' fouth, and in the longitude of 181° 16', the 
weather being then fair, we found the variation 9“ eaft ward. On the 2 2d, in the 
latitude of 5“ 2' fouth, and in the longitude of 178° 32', we had fine fair weather, 
and the benefit of the eaft trade wind. This day we hud fight of land, which lay 
four miles weft. This land proved to be a clufter of twenty iflands, which in the maps 
are called Anthong Java. They lie ninety miles, or thereabouts, from the coaft of 
^ew Guinea. It may not be amifs to obferv'c here, that what Captain Tafman calls 
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the coaft of New Guinea, is in reality the coaft of New Britain, which Captain Datn- 
pier firft difcovered to be a large ifland, feparated from the coaft of New Guinea. 

14. On the 25^h, in the latitude of 4° 35' fouth, and in the longitude of 175® 10', 
we found the variation 9° 3®' eaft. We were then in the height of the iflands of 
Mark, which were difcovered by William Schovten and James le Maire. ' They are 
I’ourteen or fifteen in number, inhabited by favages, with black hair, drefled and 
trimmed in the fame manner as thofe we faw before at the Bay of Murderers in New 
Zealand. On the 29th, we pafled the Green Iflands; and on the 30th, that of 
St.John ; which were likewife difcovered by Schovten and Le Maire. 'I'his ifland they 
found to be of a confiderable extent ; and judged it to lie at the diftance of one thou- 
faiul eight hundred and forty leagues from the coaft of Peru. It appeared to them 
well inhabited, and well cultivated, abounding with flefh, fowl, fifh, fruit, and other 
refreflnnents. The inhabitants made ufe of canoes of all fizes, were armed with flings, 
darts, and wooden fwords, wore necklaces and bracelets of pearl, and rings in their 
nofes. I'hey were, however, very intradablc, notwithftanding all the pains that could 
be taken to engage them in a fair correfpondcnce ; fo that Captain Schovten was at 
laft obliged to fire upon them, to prevent them from making themfelves mafters of his 
veflel, which they attacked with a great deal of vigour : and very probably this was 
the reafon that Captain 'i'afman did not attempt to land, or make any farther difeovery. 
On April ift, we were'in the latitude of 4° 30' fouth, and in the longitude of 171° 2', 
the variation being 8® 45' to the eaft, having now fight of the coaft of New Guinea ; 
and endeavouring to double the cape which the Spaniards call Cobo Santa Maria, we 
continued to fail along the coaft, which lies north-weft. We afterwards paffed the 
Iflands of Antony Caens, Gardeners Ifland, and Fifhers Ifland, advancing tow’ards the 
promontory called Struis Hock, where the coaft runs fouth, and fouth-eaft. We 
refolved to purfue the fame route, and to continue fteering fouth, till we Ihould either 
difeover land, or a pafl'age on that fide. 

It is necefl'ary to obfei ve, that all this time they continued on the coaft, not of New 
Guinea, but of New Britahi ; for that cape which the Spaniards called Santa Maria, is 
the very fame that Captain Dantpier called Cape St. George ; and Caens, Gardeners, 
and I'iiliers Iflands, all lie upon the fame coaft. They had been difcovered by 
Schovten and Le Maire, who found them to be well inhabited, but by a very bafe and 
treacherous people; who, after making figns of peace, attempted to furprife their 
fhips : and thefe iflanders managed their flings with fuch force and dexterity, as to 
drive the Dutch failors from their decks : which account of Le Maire’s a^ree perfe£Ily 
well with what Captain Dampier tells us of the fame people. As for the continent 
of New Guinea, it lies quite behind the ifland of New Britain ; and was therefore laid 
down, in all the charts before Dampier’s difeovery, at leaft 4° more to the eaft than, 
it Ihould have been. 

15. On April 12th, in the latitude of 3® 45' fouth, and in the longitude of 167% 
we lound the variation i o® towards the eaft. I’hat night part of the crew were wakened 
out of their lleep by an earthquake. They immediately ran upon deck, fuppofing 
that the Iliip had ftruck. On heaving the lead, however, there was no bottom to be 
found. We had afterwards feveral Ihocks; but none of them fo violent as the firft. 
We had then doubled the Struis Hoek, and were, at that time, in the bay of Good 
Hope. On the 14th, in the latitude of 5° 27' fouth, and in the longitude of 166° 57', 
we obferved the variation to be 9° 1 5' to the «aft. The land lay then north-eaft, eaft 
north-eaft, and again fouth fouth-weft j fo that we imagined there had been a palTage 
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between thofe two points : but we were foon convinced of our miftake, and that it was 
all one coaft : fo that we were obliged to double the Weft Cape, and to continue 
creeping along-ftiore, and were much hindered in our paffage by calms. This deferip- 
tion agrees very well with that of Schovten and Le Maire j fo that probably they had 
now fight again of the coaft of New Guinea. 

It is very probable, from the accident that happened to Captain Tafman, and which 
alfo happened to others upon that coaft, and from the burning mountains that will be 
hereafter mentioned, that this country is very fubjert to earthquakes ; and, if fo, with- 
out doubt, it abounds with metals and minerals ; of which we have alfo another prr of, 
from a point in which all thefe writers agree ; viz. that the people they faw had rings 
in their nofes and ears, though none of them tell us of what metal thofe rings were 
made, which Le Maire might eafily have done, fince he carried oft' a man from one of 
the iftands, whofe name was Mofes, from whom he learned that almoft every nation 
on this coaft fpeaks a diff'erent language. 

16. On the 20th, in the latitude of 5° 4' fouth, and in the longitude 164° 27', we 
found the variation 8° 30' eaft. We that night drew near the Brandande Yland, i. e. 
burning ifland, which William Schovten mentions; and we perceived a great flame 
iffuing, as he fays, from the top of an high mountain. When we were between that 
ifland and the continent, we faw a vaft number of fires along the fliore, and half-way 
up the mountain, from whence we concluded that the country muft be very populous. 
Wc were often detained on this coaft by calms, and frequently obferved finall trees, 
bamboes and ftirubs, which the rivers on that coaft carried into the fea ; from which 
we inferred, that this part of the country was extremely well watered, and that the 
land muft be very good. The next moniing we palled the burning mountain, and 
continued a weft north-weft courfe along that coaft. 

It is remarkable, that Schovten had made the fame obfervation with refpefl; to the 
drift-wood forced by the rivers into the fea. He likewife obferved, that there was fo 
copious a difeharge of frelh water, that it altered the colour and the tafte of the fea. 
He likewife fays that the burning ifland is extremely well peopled, and alfo well cul- 
tivated. He afterwards anchored on the coaft of the continent, and endeavoured to 
trade with the natives, who made him pay very dear for hogs and cocoa-nuts, and like- 
wife fhewed him fome ginger. It appears from Captain I’afman’s account, that he was 
now in hafte to return to Batavia, and did not give himfelf fo much trouble as at the 
beginning about difeoveries, and, to fay the truth, there was no great occafion, if, as 
I obferved, hfe commiflion was no more than to fail round the new difeovered coafts, 
in order to lay them down with greater certainty in the Dutch charts. 

17. On the 27th, being in the latitude of 2" 10' fouth, and in the longitude of 146“ 
57', we fancied that we had a fight of the ifland of Moa ; but it proved to be that of 
Jama, which lies a little to the eaft of Moa. We found here great plenty of cocoa- 
nuts, and other refreftiments. The inhabitants were abfolutely black, and could eafily 
repeat the words that they heard others fpeak ; which fliews their own to be a very 
copious language. It is, however, exceedingly difficult to pronounce, becaufe they 
make frequent ufe of the letter R ; and fometimes to fuch a degree, that it occurs 
twice or thrice in the fame word. The next day, we anchored on the coaft of the 
ifland of Moa, where we -likewife found abundance of refrelhments, and where we 
were obliged by bad weather to ftay till May 9th. We purchafed there, by way of 
exchange, fix thoufand cocoa-nuts, and a hundred bags of pyfanghs, orindian figs. When 
we firft began to trade with thefe people, one of our feamen was wounded by an arrow, 
that one or the natives let fly, either through malice or inadvertency. We were, at 
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that very junfture, endcavoiirhig to bring our Ihips clofe to the fliore; which fo 
terrified thefe iflanders, that th(;y brought of their own accord on board us, the man 
who had ftiot the arrow, and left him at our mercy. We found them, after this 
accident, much more tradable than before in every refped. Our failors, therefore, 
pulled off the iron hoops from fome of the old water-calks, ftuck them into wooden 
handles, and filing them to an edge, fold thefe aukward knives to the inhabitants for 
their fruits. 

In all probability they had not forgot what happened to our people on July 1 6th, 1 6 1 6, 
in the days of William Schovten : thefe'people, it feems, treated him very ill ; upon 
which James le Maire brought his fliip clofe to the fhorc, and fired a broadfide 
through the woods ; the bullets, flying through the trees, ftruck the negroes with 
fuch a panic, that they fled in an inflant up into the country, and durft not Ihew their 
heads again till they had made full faiisfadion for what was p&ft, and thereby 
fecured their fafety for the time to come ; and he traded with them afterwards very 
peaceably, and with mutual fatisfaftion. 

This account of our author’s feems to have been taken upon memory, and is not 
very exact. Schovten's feamcn, or rather the petty officer who commanded his long- 
boat, infultcd the natives grofsly, before they ofl'ered any injury to his people ; and 
then, notwithllanding they fired upon them with fmall arms, the iflanders obliged 
them to retreat ; fo that they were forced to bring the great guns to bear upon the 
Ifland before they cquld reduce them. Thefe people do not deferve to be treated as 
favages, becaufe Schovten acknowledges, that they had been engaged in commerce 
with the Spaniards ; as appeared by their having iron pots, glafs beads and pendants, 
with other European commodities, before he came thither. He alfo tells us, that 
they were a very civilized people, their country well cultivated, and very fruitful ; 
that they had a great many boats, and other fmall craft, which they navigated with 
great dexterity. He adds alfo, that they gave him a very diftindl account of the 
neighbouring iflands, and^ that they folicited him to fire upon the Arimoans, with 
whom it feems they are always at war ; which, however, he refufed to do, unlefs 
provoked to it by fome injury offered by thofe people. It is therefore very apparent, 
that the inhabitants of Moa are a people with whom any Europeans, fettled in their 
neighbourhood, might without any difficulty fettle a commerce, and receive confiderable 
affiffance from them in making difeoveries. But, perhaps, fome nations arc fitter 
for thefe kind of expeditions than others, as being lefs apt to make ufe of, their artillery 
and fmall arms upon every little difpute j for as the inhabitants of Moa are well enough 
acquainted with the fuperiority which the Europeans have over them, it cannot be 
fuppofed, that they will ever hazard their total deftrudlion by committing any grofs 
adt of cruelty upon llrangers, who vifit their coaft ; and it' is certainly very unfair, to 
treat people as favages and barbarians, merely for defending themfclves when infulted 
or attacked without caufe. The inftance Captain Tafman gives us of their delivering 
up the man who wounded his failor, is a plain proof of this ; and as to the diffidence 
and fufpicion which fome later voyagers have complained of, with refpedt to the inha- 
bitants of this ifland, they muff certainly be the elFedfs of the bad behaviour of fuclt 
Europeans as this nation have hitherto dealt with, and would be effedfually removed, 
if ever they had a fettled experience of a contrary condudl. The furefl; method of 
teaching people to behave honeltly towards us, is to behave friendly and honeftly 
towards them, and then there is no great reafon to fear, that fuch as give evident 
proofs of capacity and civility in the common aflairs of life, fhould be guilty of 
treachery that muff turn to their own difadvantage. 
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18. On the 12th of May, being then in the latitude of 54’ fouth, and in the longi- 
tude of 153^ 17', we found the variation 6" 30' to the ealt. We continued coalling 
the north-lide of the ifland of William Schovten, which is about eighteen or nineteen 
miles long, very populous, and the people very brifk and aftive. It was with great 
caution that Schovten gave his name to this ifland, for having obferved that there were 
abundance of fmall iflands laid down in the charts on the coaft of New Guinea, he was 
fufpicious, that this might be of the number. But fince that time, it feems a point 
generally agreed, that this ifland had not before any particular name ; and therefore, 
in all fubfequent voyages, we find it conftantly mentioned by the name of Schovten’s 
Ifland. 

He deferibes it as a very fertile and well-peopled ifland ; the inhabitants of which 
were fo far from difeovering any thing of a favage nature, that they gave apparent 
teftimonies of their having had an extenfive commerce before he touched there, fince 
they not only Ihewed him various commodities from the Spaniards, but alfo feveral 
famplcs of China ware ; he obferves, that they are very unlike the nations he had feen 
before, being rather of an olive-colour, than black ; fome having Ihort, others long 
hair, drefl'ed after different faftiions j they were alfo a taller, ftronger and ftouter 
people, than their neighbours. Thefe little circumftances, which may feem tedious or 
trifling to fuch as read only for amufement, are, however, of very great importance 
to fuch as have difeoveries in view ; becaufe they argue, that thefe people have a 
general correfpondence ; the difference of their complexion muft arife from a mixed 
defeent ; and the difterent manner of wearing their hair is undoubtedly owing to their 
following the falhion of different nations, as their fancies lead them. He farther 
obferves, that their veffels were larger and better contrived than their neighbours ; 
that they readily parted with their bows and arrows in exchange for goods, and that 
they were particularly fond of glafs and iron-ware, which, perhaps, they not only 
ufed themfelvcs, but employed likewife in their commerce. 'I’he mod weftem point 
of the ifland ho called the Cape of Good Hope, becaufe, by doubling that cape, he 
expefted to reach the ifland of Banda ; and that we may not wonder, that he was in 
doubts and difficulties as to the fituation of thefe places, we ought to refleft, that 
Schovten was the firft who failed round the world by this courfe, and the laft too, 
except Commodore Roggewein ; other navigators chufing rather to run as high as 
California, and from thence to the Ladrone iflands, merely becaufe it is the ordinary 
route. 

In the neighbourhood of this ifland Schovten alfo met with an earthquake, which 
alarmed the fhip’s company exceflively, from an apprchenfion, that they had ftruck 
upon a rock. I’here are fome other iflands in the neighbourhood of this, well peopled, 
and well planted, abounding with excellent fruits, efpecially of the melon kind. Thefe 
iflands lie, as it were, on the confines of the fouthern continent, and the Eaft Indies, fo 
that their inhabitants enjoy all the advantages refulting from their own happy climate, 
and from their traifick with their neighbours, efpecially with thofe of Temate and 
Amboyna, who come thither yearly to purchafe their commodities, and who 
are likewife vifited, at certain feafons, by the people of thefe iflands in their turn. 

19. On the 1 8th of May, in the latitude of 26' fouth, and in the longitude of 
J 47 * 55'. we obferved the variation to be 5° 30' eaft. We were now arrived at 
the weftern extremity of New Guinea, which is a detached point or promontory 
(though it is not marked fo even in the lateft maps)j here we met with calms, 
variable and contrary winds, with much rain ; from thence we fteered for Ceram, 
leaving the cape on the north, and arrived Mely on that ifland ; by this time Captain 
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Tafman had fiurly furrounded the continent he was inftruded to difeover, and had 
therefore nothing now farther in view than to return to Batavia, in order to report the 
difeoveries he had made. 

On the 37th of May, we paiTcd through the Straights of Boura, or Bouton, and 
continued our paflage to Batavia, where we arrived on the 15th of June, in the 
latitude of 6° i z' fouth, and in the longitude of 1 27° 1 8'. I'his voyage was made in 
the fpace of ten months. Such was the end of this expedition, which has been always 
confidered as the cleareft and moft exa£t that was ever made for the difeovery of the 
Terra Au/tralis Incognita, from whence that chart and map was laid down in the pave- 
ment of the ftadt-houfe at Amfterdam, as is before-mentioned. We have now nothing 
to do but to (hut up this voyage and our hiftory of circumnavigators, with a few re- 
marks, previous to which it will be requifite to ftate clearly and fuccinftly the difeove- 
ries, either made or confirmed by Captain Tafman’s voyage, that the importance of it 
may fully appear, as well as the probability of our conjeftures with regard to the mo- 
tives that induced the Dutch Eall India Company to be at fo much pains about thefe 
difeoveries. 

20. In the firft place, then, it is moft evident, from Captain Tafman’s voyage, that 
New Guinea, Carpentaria, New Holland, Antony van Diemen’s Land, and the 
countries difeovered by De Quiros, make all one continent, from which New Zealand 
feems to be feparated ' by a ftreight ; and, perhaps, is part of another continent, 
anfwering to Africa, as this, of which we are now fpeaking, plainly does to America. 
This continent reaches from the equinodial to 44® of fouth latitude, and extends from 
122 to 188 of longitude, making indeed a very large country, but nothing like 
what De Quiros imagined ; which Ihews how dangerous a thing it is to truft too much 
to conjedure in fuch points as thefe. It is, fecondly, obfervable, that as New Guinea, 
Carpentaria and New Holland, had been already pretty well examined. Captain Tafman 
fell diredly to the fouth of thefe ; fo that his firft difeovery was Van Diemen’s Land, 
the moft fouthem part of the continent on this fide the globe, and then, palling round 
by New Zealand, he plainly difeovered the oppofite fide of that country towards Ame- 
rica, though he vifited the iflands only, and never fell in again with the continent till 
he arrived on the coaft of New Britain, which he miftook for that of New Guinea ; as 
he very well might, that country having never been fufpeded to be an ifland, till Dam- 
pier difeovered it to be fuch in the beginning of the prefent century. Thirdly, by this 
furvey, thefe countries are for ever marked out, fo h)ng as the map, or memory of this 
voyage, (hall remain. The Dutch Eaft India Company have it always in their power to 
dired fettlements, or new difeoveries, either in New Guinea, from the Moluccas, or 
in New Holland, from Batavia diredly. The prudence lliewn in the contiud of this 
affair, deferves the higheft praife. To have attempted , heretofore, or even now, the 
eftablilhing colonies in thofe countries, would be impolitic, becaufe it would be grafping 
more than the Eaft India Company, or than even the republic of Holland, could manage ; 
for, in the firft place, to reduce a continent between three and four thoufand miles 
broad, is a prodigious undertaking, and to fettle it by degrees, would be to open, to 
all the world, the importance of that country, which, for any thing we can tell, may 
be much fuperior to any country yet known : the only choice therefore that the Dutch 
had left, was to referve this mighty difeovery till the feafoi> arrived, in which they 
fhould be either obliged by necelfity, or invited by occafion, to make ufe of it ; but 
though this country be referved, it is no longer either unknown or negleded by the 
Dutch, which is a point of very great confequence. To the other nations of Europe, 
the fouthem continent is a chimera, a thing in the clouds, or at leaft a country about vrhich 
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there are a thoufand doubts and fufpicions, fo that to talk of difcovering or fettling it muft 
be regarded as an idle and empty projeft: but, with relpeft to them, it is a thing perfectly 
well known ; its extent, its boundaries, its fituation, the genius of its feveral nations, and 
the commochties of which they are poffeffed, are abfoluteiy within their cognizance, fo 
that they are at liberty to take fuch meafures as appear to them beft, for fecuring the 
eventual poffeffion of this country, whenever they think fit. This account explains at once 
all the myfteries which the beft writers upon this fubjeft have found in the Dutch pro- 
ceedings. It fliews why they have been at fo much pains to obtain a clear and diftind: 
furvey of thefe diftant countries ; why they have hitherto forborn fettling, and why 
they take fo much pains to prevent other nations from coming at a diftind knowledge 
of them : and I may add to this another particular, which is, that it accounts for thdr 
permitting the natives of Amboyna, who are their fubjefts, to carry on a trade to New 
Guinea, and the adjacent countries, fince, by this very method, it is apparent that they 
gain daily frelh intelligence as to the produd and commodities of thofe countries. 
Having thus explained the confequence of Captain Tafman’s voyage, and thereby fully 
juftifieJ my giving it a place in this part of my work, I am now at liberty to purfue the 
rcfledions with which I promifed to clofe this fediori, and the hiftory of circumna- 
vigators, and in doing which, I lhall endeavour to make the reader fenfible of the 
advantages that arife from publifhing thefe voyages in their proper order, fo as to Ihew 
what is, and what is yet to be difeovered of the globe on which we live. 

21. In fpeaking of the confequences of Captain 'rafmaii’s voyage, it has been very 
amply fhewn that this part of Terra Auftralis, or fouthorn country, has been fully and 
certainly difeovered. To prevent, however, the reader’s making any miftake, I will 
take this opportunity of laying before him fome remarks on the whole fouthern he- 
mifphere, which will enable him immediately to comprehend all that I have afterwards 
to fay on this fubjed. 

If we fuppofe the fouth pole to be the centre of a chart of which the equinodial is 
the circumference, we lhall then difeern four quarters, of the contents of which, if 
we could give a full account, this part of the world would be pcrfedly difeovered. 
To begin then with the firlt of thefe, that is, from the firlt meridian, placed in the 
ifland of Fero. Within this divifion, that is to fay, from the firft to the nineteenth de- 
gree of longitude, there lies the great continent of Africa, the moft fouthern point of 
which is the Cape of Good Hope, lying in the latitude of 34° 15' fouth: between 
that and the pole, feveral fmall but very inconfiderable iflands have been difeovered, 
affording us only this degree of certainty, that to the latitude of 50° there is no land 
to be found of any confequence ; there was, indeed, a voyage made by Mr. Bovet in 
the year 1738, on purpofe to dilcover whether there were any lands to the fouth in 
that quarter or not. This gentleman failed from Port I’Orient July the i8th, 1738, 
and on the ift of January, 1739, difeovered a country, the coafts of which were co- 
vered with ice, in the latitude of 54'" fouth, and in the longitude of 28° 30' ^ the va- 
riation of the compafs being there 6° 45' to the weft. 

In the next quarter, that is to fay, from 90” longitude to 180°, lie the countries of 
which we have been Ipeaking, or that large fouthern ifland, extending from the equi- 
noctial to the latitude of 43" 10% and the longitude of 167° 55', which is the extre- 
mity of Van Diemen’s land. 

In the third quarter, that is, from the longitude of 150° to 170®, there is very little 
difeovered wuh any certainty. Captain Tafman, indeed, vifited the coaft of New Zea- 
land, in the latitude of 42° to' fouth, and in the longitude of 188“ 28': but befides 
this,' and the iflands of Amfterdain and Rotterdam, we know very little j and thcre- 
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fore, if there be any doubts about the reality of Terra Auftralis, it muft be with re- 
fpeft to that part of it which lies within this quarter, through which Schovten and Le 
Maire failed, but without difcovering any thing more than a few fmall iflands. 

The fourth and laft quarter is from 270” of longitude to the firft meridian, within 
which lies the continent of South America, and the ifland of Terra del Fuego ; 
the moft foulhern promontory of which is fuppofed to be Cape Horne, which, accord- 
ing to the belt obfervations, is in the latitude of 56°, beyond which there has been 
nothing with any degree of certainty difeovered on this fide. 

On the whole, therefore, it appears there are three continents already tolerably dif- 
eovered which point towards the fouth pole, and therefore it is very probable there 
is a fourth, which if there be, it muft lie between the country of New Zealand, dif- 
eovered by Captain Tafman, and that country which was feen by Captain Sharpe and 
Mr. Wafer in the South Seas, to which land therefore, and no other, the title of Terra 
Auftralis Incognita properly belongs. Leaving this, therefore, to the ihduftry of future 
ages to difeover, we will now return to that great fouthern ifland which Captain Tafman 
aQually furrounded, and the bounds of which arc tolerably well known. 

In order to give the reader a proper idea of the importance of this country, it will 
be requilite to i'ay Ibmething of the climates in which it is fituated : as it lies from the 
equinodial to near the latitude of 44'^, the longeft day in the moft northern parts muft 
be twelve hours, and in the I’outhern about fifteen hours, or fomewhat more, fo that 
it extends from the firft to the feventh climate, which Ihews its fituation to be the 
happieft in the world, the country called Van Diemen’s Land refcmbling in all refpeds 
the fouth of France : as there are in all countries fome parts more plcafant than others, 
fo there feems good rcafon to believe, that within two or three degrees of the tropic 
of Capricorn, which paffes through the midft of New Holland, is the moft unwhole- 
fome and difagrccable part of this country ; the reafon of which is very plain : for in 
thofe parts it muft be exceflivcly hot, much more fo than under the line itfelf, fince 
the days and nights are there always equal, whereas, within three or four degrees of 
the tropic of Capricorn, >hat is to fay, in the latitude of 27® fouth, the days are 
thirteen hours and a half long, and the fun is twice in their zenith, firft in the begin- 
ning of December or rather in the latter end of November, and again when it returns 
back, which occafions a burning heat for about two months, or fomething more j 
whereas, either farther to the fouth, or nearer to the line, the climate muft be equally 
wholcfome and pleafant. 

As to the produd and commodities of this country in general, there *is the greateft 
reafon in the world to believe, that they are extremely rich and valuable, becaufe the 
richeft and fineft countries in the known world lie all of them within the fame latitude ; 
but to return from conjedures to fads : the country difeovered by De Quiros, makes 
a part of this great ifland, and is the oppofite coaft to that of Carpentaria. This 
country, of which w'e have given a large account in the tenth fedion, the difeoverer 
called La Auftralia del Efpiritu Santo, in the latitude of 15° 40' fouth; and, as he 
reports, it abounds with gold, filver, pearl, -nutmegs, mace, ginger and fugar-canes, 
of an extraordinary fize ; I do not wonder, that formerly the fad might be doubted, 
but at prefent I think there is fufiicient reafon to induce us to believe it,, for Captain 
Dairpier deferibes the country about Cape St. George and Port Mountague, which are 
within 9“ of the country deferibed by De Quiros ; I fay, Captain Dampier deferibes 
what he faw in the following words : “ The country hereabouts is mountainous and 

woody, full of rich valleys and pleafant frelh-water brooks; the mould in the 
valleys is deep and yellowifli, that on the fides of the hills of a very brown colour. 
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and not very deep, but rocky underneath, yet excellent planting land ; the trees 
in general are neither very ftrait, thick, nor tall, yet appear green and pleafant 
enough ; fome of them bear flowers, fome berries and others big fruits, but all un- 
known to any of us ; cocoa-nut trees thrive very well here, as well on the bays by 
the fea-fide, as more remote among the plantations ; tke nuts are of an indifferent 
lize, the milk and kernel very thick and pleafant ; here are ginger, yams, and 
other very good roots for the pot, that our men faw and tailed ; what other fruits or 
roots the country affords, I know not ; here are hogs and dogs, other land animals 
we faw none ; the fowls we faw and knew were pigeons, parrots, cocadores and 
crows, like thofe in England ; a fort of birds about the bignefs of a black-bird, and 
fmaller birds many. I’he fea and rivers have plenty of filh ; we faw abundance, 
though we catched but few, and thefe were cavallies, yellow-tails and whip-wreys.” 

*tSs account js grounded only on a very flight view, whereas De Quiros refided for 
fome time in the place he has mentioned. In another place Captain Dumpier obferves, 
that he faw nutmegs amongll them, which feemed to be frefli-gathered, alt which 
agrees perfedly with the account given by De Quiros ; add to this, that Schovten had 
likewife obferved, that they had ginger upon this coaft, and fome other fpices, fo that 
on the whole, there feems not the leafl: reafon to doubt, that if any part of this country 
was fettled, it mull be attended with a very rich commerce ; for it cannot be fuppofed, 
that all thefe writers Ihould be either miftaken, or that they Ihould concur in a defign 
to impofe upon their readers ; which is the lefs to be fufpedled, if we confider how 
well their reports agree with the lituation of the country, and that the trees on the 
land, and the filh on the coaft, correfponding exaftly witli the trees of thofe countries, 
and the filh on the coafts, where thefe commodities are known to abound within-land, 
feem to intimate a perfeft conformity throughout. 

The next thing to be confidered is, the poflibility of planting in this part of the 
world ; which, at firft fight, I mull confefs, feems to be attended with confiderable 
difficulties with refpefl to every other nation except the Dutch, who, either from 
Batavia, the Moluccas, or even from the Cape of Good Mope, might with eafe fettle 
themfelves where-ever they thought fit ; as, however, they have neglefled this for 
above a century, there feems to be no reafon, why their conduct in this refpeft Ihould 
become the rule of other nations, or why any other nation fttould be apprehenfive 
of drawing on herfelf the difpleafure of the Dutch, by endeavouring to turn to their 
benefit countries the Dutch have fo long fuffered to lie, with refpedl to Europe, walle 
and defert. 

The firft point, with refpe£l to a difeovery, would be, to fend a fmall fquadron on 
the coaft of Van Diemen’s Land, and from thence round, in the fame courfe taken 
by Captain Tafraan, by the coaft of New Guinea, which might enable the nations that 
attempted it to come to an abfolute certainty with regard to its cotnmodities and com- 
merce: fuch a voyage as this might be performed with very great eafe, and at a fmall 
expence, by our Eaft India company ; and, this in the fpace of eight or nine months 
time ; and confidering what mighty advantages might accrue to the nation, there feems 
to be nothing harlh or improbable in fuppofing that, fome time or other, when the 
legillature is more than ufually intent on affairs of commerce, they may be diredled to 
make fuch an expedition at the expence of the public. By this means all the back 
coaft of New Holland and New Guinea, might be thoroughly examined, and we might 
know as well, and as certainly as the Dutch, how far a colony fettled there might 
anfwer our expeftatiens ; one thing is certain, that to perfons ufed to the navigation 
of the* Indies, fuch an expedition could not be thought either dangerous or difficult, 
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becaufe it is already fufficiently known, that there are every-where illands upon the 
coall, where Ihips, upon fuch a difeovery, might be fure to meet with refrefhments, as 
is plain from Commodore Roggeweiii's voyage, made little more than twenty 
years ago. , 

The only difficulty that I can fee, would be the getting a fair and honeft account of 
this expedition, when made ; for private interefl; is fo apt to interfere, and get the 
better of the public fervice, that it is very hard to be fure of any thing of this fort. 
That I may not be fufpefted of any intent to calumniate, I fhall put the reader in 
mind of two inftances j the firft is, as to the new trade from Ruffia, for eftablifting 
of which an a£t of parliament was with great difficulty obtained, though vifibly for 
the advantage of the nation : the other inftance is, the voyage of Captain Middleton, 
for the difeovery of a north-weft paflage into the fouth feas, which is ended by a very 
warm difputc, whether that paffage be found or not, the perfbn fuppofed to have found 
it maintaining the negative. 

Whenever, therefore, fuch an expedition is undertaken, it ought to be under the 
dircdlion, not only of a perfon of parts and experience, but of unfpotted charadter, 
who, on his return, ftiould be obliged to deliver his journal upon oath, and the prin- 
cipal officers under him fliould likewife be direfted to keep their journals diftin^ly, 
and without their being infpeded by the principal officer ; all which journals ought to 
be publiffied by authority as foon as received, that every man might be at liberty to 
examine them, and deliver his thoughts as to the difcoverics made, or the impediments 
fuggefted to have hindered or prevented fuch difcoverics, by which means the public 
would be fure to obtain a full and diftinft account of the matter ; and it would thence 
immediately appear, whether it would be expedient to profecutc the deftgn or not. 

But if it ftiould be thought too burdenfome for a company in fo flouriftiing a con- 
dition, and confequently engaged in fo cxtenfive a commerce as the Kaft India Com- 
pany is, to undertake fuch an expedition, merely to I’erve the public, promote the expor- 
tation of our manufactures, and increafe the number of induitrious perfons who are 
maintained by foreign tradC ; if this, 1 fay, ftiould be thought too grievous for a com- 
pany that has purchafed her privileges from the public, by a large loan at low intereft, 
there can certainly be no objection to the putting this projett into the hands of the 
Royal African Company, who are not quite in fo flouriftiing a condition ; they have 
equal opportunities for undertaking it, fmee the voyage might be with great cafe per- 
formed from their fettlements in ten months, and if the trade was found to anfwer, 
it might encourage the fettling a colony at Madagafcar, to and from w'hicfi ftiips might, 
with the greateft conveniency, carry on the trade to New Guinea. I cannot fay how 
far fuch a trade might be confiftent with their prefent charter ; but if it ftiould be 
found advantageous to the public, and beneficial to the company, I think there can be 
no reafon affigned why it ftiould not be fecured to them, and that too in the moft ef- 
fectual manner. 

A very fmall progrefs in it would reftore the reputation of the company, and in time, 
perhaps, free the nation from the annual expence fhe is now at, for the fupport of the 
forts and garrifons belonging to that company on the coafts of Africa j which would 
alone prove pf great and immediate fervice, both to the puolic and to the company : 
to fay the truth, fomething of this fort is abfolutely neceffafy to vindicate the expence 
the nation is at ; for if the trade, for the carrying on of which a company is eftablifhed, 
proves, by a change of circumftances, incapable of fupporting that company, and 
thereby brings a load upon the public, this ought to be a motive, it ought, indeed, to 
be the ftrongeft motive, for that company to endeavour the extenfion of its comiherce, 
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or the n.i iking out, if pofliblo, lome new branch of trade, which may ivflorc it to its 
former Ipleiidour ; aii J i:i this as it hath an apparent right, fo there is not llie leafl reafon. 
to doubt, that it would meet with all the coviiueiiance and afliuauce irom the govern- 
ment th:it it could reafoiiably expert or deft re. 

If fiich a defign fliould ever be attempted, perhaps the illaiid of New IhaLain might 
be thepropendt jdace f )r them to fettle. As to the fitiuition, extent, and prefent con- 
dition of that illand, all that can be faid of it inuft be taken from the account given by 
its difeoverer Captain Dampier : which, in few words, amounts to this : 'bhe iflaiid 
which I call Nova Britannia has abcnit 4"’ ol latitude', the body of it lying in 4'’, the 
northermofl: part in 2'’ 30', and the fouthernioil in 6"’ 30k It has about 5'’ i(S' longi- 
tude from cart to weft ; it is generally liigh mountainous land, mixed with large valleys, 
which, as well as the mountains, appeared very fertile ; and in inofl places that we law, 
the trees are very large, tall, and tliick. It is alfo very well inhabited, with (trong 
well-limbed negroes, whom we kmnd very daruig and bold at feveral places : as to the 
produtl; of it, it is verv probable, this i/land mav aiford as many rich commodities as 
any in the world ; and the natives may be ealily brought to commerce, though I could 
not pi'ctcnd to it in my circumfhincesd* If anv objeftiems Ihoukl be raifed from 
Dampic'r’s misfortune in that voyage, it is cafy to Ihewy. tliat it ought to have no manner 
of weight whatever, fince, though he was an excellent pilot, he is allowed to have* been 
but a bad commander ; bcfules the Roebuck, in which he failed, was a worn-out 
frigate, that would hardly fwim ; and it is no great wonder, that in fo o'azy a veilel 
the people were a little impatient at being abroad on difeoveries ; yet, after all, he per- 
formed what he was ibnt f u* ; arid, by the difeovery of this ifland of New Britain, 
fccured us an indifputable right to a country, that is, or might be made, very valuable. 

It is fo fiiuated, that a great trade might be carried on from thence through the 
whole Terra All fi rails on one fide, and tlie moll valuable illands of the Kaft-lndies on 
the other. In lliort, all, or at lead moil, of the advantages propofed by the Dutch 
WelLlndla Company’s joining with their KaftJndia Company, of which a large account 
has already been given, might be procured for this nation, by the eltabliflring a colony 
in tins ifland of New Britain, and fcciiring the trade of that colony to the African 
Company by law ; the verv palling of wdiich law would give the company more than 
fuflicient credit, to fit out a Iqiiadron at once capable of fccuring the poli'eflioii of that 
illand, and of giving the public fuch fatisfartion as to its importance, as might be 
requifitc (o obtain further power and affiftance from the Hate, if that Ihould be found 
necdl'ary. ft would be veiw cafy to point out foine advantages peculiarly convenient 
for that company ; but it will be time enough to think of ihefe, whenever the African 
Company lhall difeover an inclination to profccute this defign. At prefent 1 have done 
what I propofed, and have fliewn that fudi a collcrtion of voyages as this, ought not 
to be confidered as a wr)rk of iikto auuifemciit, but as a work calculated for the benefit 
of mankind in general, and of ihi.s n.eion in particular, which it is the duty of every 
rnuu to promote in his flatioii ; and wliatcvcr fate thefe ivlkxtions may meet with, I 
lhall always have the fatisfartion ol remembering, that 1 have not negledled it in mine, 
but have taken the utmofl pains to turn a courfe of laborious reading to the advantage 
of my country. 

But, fuppofmg that neither of thefe companies ftioiiIJ think it expedient, or, in other 
words, fiiould Hot think it confident with their intcrefl, to attempt tins difeovery, there 
is yet a third company, within the fpirit of wliofc charter, I humbly conceive, the pro- 
fecution of luch a fclieme immediately lies. The reader will eafily difccrri, that I mean 
the Company for carrying on a trade to tTie South Seas, who, iiotwithdaiiding the exten- 
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livenefs of their charter, conhrmed andfupported by authority of parliament, have 
not, fo far J8 my information reaches, ever attempted to fend fo much as a fingle ihip 
for the of difcoveries into the South Seas, which, however, was the great point 
propoled when this company vjas lirft eftabliflied. In order to prove this, I need only 
lay before the reader the limits affigned that company by their charter, the fubliance of 
which is contained in the following words ; — = 

, “ The corporation, and their fucceffors, lhall, for ever, be veiled in the foie trade 
into and from all the kingdoms and lands on the eaft fide of America, from the River 
Oroonoco, to the fouthermofl: part of Terra del Fuego, and on the weft fide thereof 
from the faid fouthermofl part of Terra del Fuego, through the South Sea, to the 
northermofl; part of America, and into and through all the countries, iflauds, and 
places within the faid limits, which arc reputed to belong to Spain, or whicli fliall here- 
after be found out and difeovered within the limits aforefaid, not exceeding 300 leagues 
from the continent of America, between the fouthermofl part of the Terra del Fuego 
and the northermofl part of America, on the faid wefl fide thereof, except the kingdom 
of Brazil, and fuch other places on the eafl fide of America, as are now in the polfef- 
rup of the King of Portugal, and the country of Surinam, in the pofTeflion of the 
States-general. The faid company, and none elfe, are to trade within the faid limits ; 
and, if any other perfons lhall trade to the South Seas, they fhall forfeit the fiiip and 
goods, and double value', one-fourth part to the crown, and another fourth part to the 
profecutor, and the other two-fourths to the ufe of tlie company. And the company 
lhall be the foie owners of the illands, forts. See. which they lhall difeover within the 
faid limits, to be held of the crown, under an annual rent of an ounce of gold, and of 
all fhips taken as prizes by the fliips of the faid company : and the company may feize, 
by force of arms, all other Britifh fhips trading in thofe leas.” 

It is, 1 think, impoflible for any man to imagine, that either thefe limits fliould be 
fecured to the company for no purpofe in the world j or that tliefe prohibitions and 
penalties Ihould take place, notwithflanding the company’s never attempting to make 
any ufe of thefe powers : from whence I infer, that it was the intent of the Icgillature, 
that new difcoveries fhould be made, new plantations fettled, and a new trade carried 
on, by this new corporation, agreeable to the rules prelcribed, and for the general 
benefit of this nation ; which I apprehend was chiefly confidorcd in the providing, that 
this new commerce fliould be put under the management of a particular company. 
But I am very well aware of an objection that may be made to what I have advanced ; 
viz. that, from my own flicwing, this fouthern continent lies abfolutch \rithout their 
limits ; and that there is alfo a provifo in the charter of that company, that feems par- 
ticularly calculated to exclude it, fince it recites, that 

“ The agents of the company fhall not fail beyond the fouthermofl parts of TerYa, 
del Fuego, except through the Streightsof Magellan, or round Terra del Fuego ; nor. 
go from thence to any part of the Eaft Indies, nor return to Great Britain, or any pMt 
or place, unlefs through the faid ftreights, or by Terra del Fuego : nor fhall tl^y 
trade in £aft-lndia goods, or in any places within the limits granted to the united com- 
pany of merchants of England trading to Eaft India (fuch India goods excepted as 
fhall be a&ually exported from Great Britain, and alfo fuch gold, filver, wrought 
plate, and other goods and commodities, which are tl^e produce, growth, or manufac- 
tures of the Weft Indies, or continent of America) : neither lhall they fend fhipa, of 
ufe them or any veffel, within the South Seas, from Terra del Fuego to the north- 
ennoft parts of America, above three hundred leagues to the weftward of, and dfftaint 
from the land of Chili, Peru, Mexico, California, or any other the or ihores of 
vox.. XI. 3 y Southern 
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Southern or Northern America, between Terra del Fuego and the northermoft part of 
America, on pain of the forfeiture of the fliips and goods ; one-third to the crown, and 
the other two-thirds to the Eaft India Company." 

But the reader will obferve, that I mentioned the Eaft India and African Companies 
before ; and that I now mention the South Sea Company, on a fuppolition that the two 
former may refufe it. In that cafe, 1 prefume, the legiflature will make the fame dif- 
tindion that the States of Holland did, and not fuffer the private advantage of any 
particular company to ftand in competition with the good of a whole people. It was 
upon this principle that I laid it down as a thing certain, that the African Company 
would be allowed to fettle the ifland of Madagafcar, though it lies within the limits of 
the Eaft India Company's charter, in cafe it Ihould be found neceflary for the better 
carrying on of this trade. It is upon the fime principle 1 fay this fouthern continent 
•lies W'ithin the intention of the South Sea Company’s charter, becaufe, I prefume, the 
intent of that charter was to grant them all the commerce in thofe fcas, not occupied 
before by Britilh fubjefts ; for, if it were otherwife, what a condition fliould we be in 
as a maritime power ? If a grant does not oblige a company to carry on a trade 
within the limits granted to that company, and is, at the fame time, of force to precfiide 
all the fubjefts of this nation from the right they before had to carry on a trade within 
thole limits, Inch a law is plainly deftrudkive to the nation’s intereft, and to commerce 
in general. I therefore fuppofe, that, if the South Sea Company Ihould think proper 
to revive their trade in the manner I propofe, this provifo would be explained by parlia- 
ment to mean no more than excluding the South Sea Company from fettling or 
trading in or to any place at prefent fettled in or traded to by the Eaft India Company : 
for, as this interpretation would fecure the juft rights of both companies, and, at the 
fame time, reconcile the laws for eftablilhing them to the general intereft of trade and 
the nation, there is the greateft reafon to believe this to be the intention of the legif- 
lature. I have been obliged to infill fully upon this matter, becaufe it is a point hitherto 
untouched, and a point of fuch high importance, that, unlefs it be underftood according 
to my fenfe of the matter, there is an end of all hopes of extending our trade on this 
fide, which is perhaps the only fide, on which there is the Icaft probability that it ever 
can be extended ; for, as to the north-weft paflage into the South Seas, that feems to 
be blocked up by the rights of another company ; fo that, according to the letter of 
our laws, each company is to have its rights, and the nation in general no right at all. 

If therefore the fettling of this part of ferra Auftralis fliould devolve on the South 
Sea Company, by way of equivalent for the lofs of their Afliento contraft, there is no 
fort of queftion but it might be as well performed by them as by any other, and the 
trade carried on without interfering with that which is at prefent carried on, either by 
the Eaft India or African Companies. It would indeed, in this cafe, be abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to fettle Juan Fernandez:, the i'ettlcment of which place, under the direction of 
that company, if they could, as very probably they might fall into fome fliare of the 
flave-trade from New Guinea, nuilt prove wonderfully advantageous, confidering the 
opportunity they would have of vending thofe Haves to the Spaniards in Chili and Peru. 
The fettling of this ifland ought to be performed at once, and with a competent force, 
fince, without doubt, the Spaniards would leave no means unattempted to difpoft' is 
them ; yet, if a goo4_ fortification was once raifed, the palfes properly retrenched and 
a garrifon left there of between three and five hundred men, it would be fimply im- 
poilible for the Spaniards to force them out of it before the arrival of another IquaJron 
from hence,. Nrither do I fee any reafon, why, in the fpace of a very few years, the 
plantation of this ifland Ihould not prove of as great confequence to the South Sea 
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Company, as that of Curacao to the Dutch Weft India Company, who raife no lefs 
than fixty thoufand florins per annum for licenfing fliips to trade there. 

From Juan Fernandez to Van Diemen's Land is not above two months fail ; and a 
voyage for difcovery might be very conveniently made between the time that a 
fquadron returned from Juan Fernandez, and another fquadron's arrival there from 
hence. It is true, that, if once a confiderable fettlcment was made in the moft Ibuthern 
part of Terra Auftralis, the company might then fall into a large commerce in the moft 
valuable Eaft India goods, very probably gold, and fpiccs of all forts : yet I cannot 
think, that even thefe would fall within the exclufive provifo of their charter ; for that 
was certainly intended to hinder their trading in fuch goods as are brought hither by 
our Eaft India Company ; and I mull confefs I fee no dift'cronce, with rdpact to the 
intereft of that company, between our having cloves, cinnamon, and mace, by the 
South Sea Company’s lliips from Juan Fernandez, and our receiving them from Holland, 
after the Dutch Eaft India Company’s ftiips have brought them thither by the way of 
the Cape of Good Hope. Sure I am they would come to us fooner by fonie months 
by the way of Cape Horne. If iliis reafoning docs not fatisfy people, but they ftill 
remain perfuaded, that the South Sea Company ought not to intermeddle with the 
Eaft India trade at all, I dclire to know, why the Weft India merchants are allowed to 
import coffee from Jamaica, when it is well known, that the Eaft India Company can 
fupply the whole demand of this kingdom from Mocha ? If it be aitfwcred, that the 
Jamaica coffee comes cheaper, and is the growth of our own plantations, I reply, that 
thefe fpiccs will not only be cheaper but better, and be purchafed by our own manu- 
fadurers j and thefe, 1 think, are the ftrongeft reafons that can be given. 

If it be demanded, what certainty I have, that fpices can be had from thence, I anfwerj 
all the certainty that in a thing of this nature can be reafonably expefted : Ferdinand, 
de Quiros met with all forts of fpices in the country he difeovered ; William Schovten, 
and Jaques le Maire, law ginger and nutmegs ; fo did Dampier ; and the author of 
Commodore Roggewein’s Voyage aflerts, that the free burgeffes of Amboyna purchafe 
nutmegs from the natives tJf New Guinea for bits of iron. All therefore I contend 
for is, that thefe bits of iron may be font them from Old England. 

The reafon 1 recommend fettling on the fouth coaft of 'I’crra Auftralis, if this defign 
fhould be profecuted, from Juan Fernandez, rather than the ifland of New Britain, 
which I mentioned before, is. bccaufe that coait is nearer, and is fituatcd in a better and 
plcafanter climate. Bcfides all which advantages, as it was never hitherto vifited by 
the Dutch, they cannot with any colour of jufficc, take umbrage at our attempting 
luch a fettlement. 1 o dole then this fubjed, the importance of which alone inclined 
me to fpend fo much of mine and the reader’s time about it : 

It is moft evident, that, if fuch a fettlement was made at Juan Fernandez, proper 
magazines ereded, and a conftant correlpondcnce eftabliflied between that iffand and 
the Terra Auftralis, thefe three confequcnces muft ablolutdy follow from thence : 
I. That a new trade would be opened, which muft carry off a great quantity of our 
goods and manufadures, that cannot, at prefent, be brought to any market, or at Icaft: 
not to fo good a market, as if there was a greater demand for them. a. It would 
render this navigation, which is at prefent fo flrange, and confequently fo terrible, to 
us, cafv and familiar ; which might be attended with advantages that cannot be forefeen, 
efpecially lince there is, as 1 before obferved, in all probability another fouthern con- 
tinent, which is ftill to be difeovered. 3. It would greatly increafe our ihipping and 
our feamen, vvhich are the true and natural ftrength of this country, extend our naval 
power, and raife the reputation of this nation ; the moft diftant profped of which is 
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fufGcient to warm the foul of any man who has the leaft regard for his country, with cou- 
rage fuflicient to defpife the imputations that may be thrown upon him as a vifionary 
projeftor, for taking fo much pains about an affair that can tend fo little to his private 
advantage. We will now add a few words, with refpeft to the advantages arifing 
from having thus digefted the hiftory of circumnavigators, from the earlieft account of 
time to the prefent ; and then (hut up the whole with another feftion, containing the 
laft circumnavigation by Rear-Admiral Anfon, whofe voyage has at leaft fhewn, that, 
under a proper officer, Englifli feamen are able to atchieve as much as they ever did j 
and that is as much as was ever done by any nation in the world. 

It is a point that has always admitted foine debate, whether feienoe ftands more 
indebted to fpeculation or praftice ; or, in other words, whether the greater difeoveries 
have been made by men of deep ftudy, or perfons of great experience in the moft 
afeful parts of knowledge. But this, 1 think, is a propofition that admits of no difpute 
at all, that the nobleft difeoveries have been the refult of a juft mixture of theory with 
praftice. It was from hence, that the very notion of failing round the earth took rife ; 
and the ingenious Genoefe firlt laid down this fyftem of the world, according to his 
conception, and then added the proofs derived from experience. It is much to be 
deplored, that we have not that plan of difeovery which the great Chriftopher Co- 
lumbus fent over thither by his brother Bartholomew to King Henry VII., for if we 
had we fhould certainly find abundance of very curious obfervations, which might 
ftill be ufeful to mariners : for it appears clearly, from many little circumftances, that 
he was a perfon of univerfal genius, and, until bad ufage obliged him to take many 
precautions, very communicative. 

It was from this plan, as it had been communicated to the Portuguefe court, that the 
famous Magellan came to have fo Juft notions of the poffibility of failing by the weft 
to the Eaft Indies ; and there was a great deal of theory in the propofal made by that 
great man to the Emperor Charles V, Sir Francis Drake was a perfon of the fame 
genius, and of a like general knowledge ; and it is very remarkable, that thefe three 
great feamen met alfo with the .fame fate ; by which 1 Inean, that they were con- 
ftantly purfued by envy while they lived, which hindered fo much notice being taken 
of their difeourfes and difeoveries as they deferved. But when the experience of fuc- 
ceeding times had verified many of their fayings, which had been confidered as vain 
and empty boaftings in their life-times, then pofterity began to pay a fuperftitious 
regard to whatever could be collctlcd concerning them, and to admire all they deli- 
vered as oraculous. Our other difeoverer, Candifli, was likewife a man of great parts 
and great penetration, as well as a great fpirit ; he had, undoubtedly, a mighty genius 
for difeoveries ; but the prevailing notion of thofe times, that the only way to ferve 
the nation, was plundering the Spaniards, feems to have got the better of his defire to 
find out unknown countries ; and made him choofe to be known to pofterity, rather 
as a gallant privateer than as an able feamaji, though in truth he was both. 

After thefe follow Schovten and Le Maire, who were fitted out to make difeoveries j 
and executed their commiffion with equal capacity and fuccefs. If Le Maire had lived 
to return to Holland, and to have digefted into proper order his own accounts, we 
fliould, without queftion, have received a much fuller and clearer, as well as a much 
more correft and fatisfaftory detail of them, than we have at prefent : though the 
voyage, as it is now publilhcd, is, in all refpeds, the beft, and the moft curious, of all 
the^cumnavigators. This was, very probably, owing to the ill ufage he met with 
from tii)fi Dutch Eaft India Company ; which put Captain Schovten, and the relations 
of Li upon giving the world the beft information they could of what had been 

1 in 



Tasman’s voyage of discovery. 


45i 

in that voyage performed. Yet the fate of Lc Maire had a much greater effeft in 
difcouraging, than the fame of his difcovcries had in exciting, a fpirit of emulation j 
fo that we may fafely fay, the feverity of the Eaft India Company in Holland extin- 
guifiied thaf generous de/ire of exploring unknown lands, which might otherwife have 
raifed the reputation, and extended the commerce of the republic much beyond what 
they have hitherto reached. This is fo true that for upwards of one hundred years, 
we hear of no Dutch voyage in purfuit of Le Maire’s difcoverics ; and we fee, when 
Commodore Roggewein, in our own time, revived that noble defign, it was again 
cramped by the liime power that Hilled it before ; and though the States did jullice to 
the Well Indiaf Company, and to the parties injured, yet the hardftiips they fuffered, 
and the plain proof they gave of the difficulties that mull be met with in the profecu- 
tion of fuch a defign, feem to have done the bufinefs of the Eaft India Company, and 
damped the fpirit of difeovery, for perhaps another century, in Holland. 

It is very obfervablc, that all the mighty difeoveries tiiat have been made arofe from 
thefe great men, who joined reafoning with practice, and were men of genius and learn- 
ing, as well as feamcn. 'I’o ('olumbus we owe the finding America ; to Magellan the 
pafling by the ftraits whidi bear his name, by a new route to the Ivaft Indies ; to Le 
Maire a more commodious jjalfagc round Cape Horne, and without running up to Cali- 
fornia ; Sir Francis Drake too hinted ihe advantage's that might arife by examining the 
north weft fide of America ; and Candifli had fome notions of difeovering a paiTage 
between China and Japan. As to the hiftory we have of Roggewein’s voyage, it 
affords fuch lights, as no'hing but our own negligence can render ufelefs. But in the 
other voyages, whatever dilcoverios we meet with are purely accidental, except it be 
Dampior’s vo\age to the coalls of New Holland and New Guinea, which was exprefsly 
made for difcovcries ; and in which, if an abler man had been employed in conjunftion 
with Danijiier, we cannot doubt, that the interior and exterior of thofe countries would 
have been much better known liian they are at prefent ; becaufe fuch a perfon would 
rather have chofen to have refreflied in the illand of New Britain, or foine other 
country not vilited before, than at that of I’imor, already fettled both by the Portu- 
guefe and the Duldi. 

In all attempts, tlierefore, of this fort, thofe men arc fittcft to be employed who, 
with competent abilities as feamcn, havc'likewife general capacities, are at leuft tolerably 
acquainted with other fcit'nces, and have fettled judgments and folid uiiderftandings. 
'I'hcfe are the men from whom we are to exped the finilhing that great work which 
former circumnavigators have begun ; I mean the difeovering every part and parcel 
of the globe, and the carrying to its utmoft perfedion the admirable and ufeful fcience 
of navigation. 

It is, however, a piece of juftice due to the memory of thefe great men, to acknow- 
ledge, that we are equally encouraged by their examples, and guided by their difeo- 
veries. We owe to them the being freed, not only from the errors, but from the 
doubts and difficulties, with which former ages were oppreffed : to them we ftand 
indebted for the difeovery of the belt part of the' world, which was entirely unknown 
to the ancients, particularly feme part of the eallern, moll of the fouthem, and all 
the weftern hcmifphcre : from them we have learned , that the earth is furrounded by 
the ocean, and that all the countries under the torrid zone ’are inhabited ; and that, 
quite contrary to the notions that were formerly entertained, they are very far from 
being the molt fultry climate in the world, thofe within a few degrees of the tropics, 
though habitable, being much more hot, for reafons which have bqen elfewhere ex- 
pljuned. By their voyages, and efpecially by the obfervations of Columbus, we •have 
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been taught the general motion of the fea, the reafon of it, and the caufe and differ- 
ence of currents in particular placed ; to which we may add the dodrineof tides, which 
were very imperfedly known, even by the greateft men in former times, whofe 
accounts have been found equally repugnant to reafon aitd experience. 

By their obfervations, we have acquired a great knowledge as to the nature and 
variation of winds, particularly the monfoons, ^or trade-winds, and other periodical 
winds, of which the ancients had not the lead: conception ; and by thefe helps we not 
only have it in our power to proceed much farther in our difcoverics, but Mie are likc- 
wife delivered from a multitude of groundlei's apprehenfions, that frighted them from 
profecuting difcoverics. We give no credit now to the fables, that not only amufed 
antiquity, but even obtained credit within a few generaiit)ns. The authority of Pliny will 
not perfuade us that there are any nations without heads, whofe eyes and mouths are 
in their breads, or that the Arimafpi have only one eye, fixed in their forehead, and 
that they are perpetually at w'ur with the Griffins, who guard hidden treafures j or that 
there are nations that have long hairy tails, and grin like monkeys. No traveller can 
make us believe, that, under the torrid zone, there are a nation, every man of which 
has one large flat foot, with which, lying upon his back, he covers himfelf from the 
fun. In this refpetf we have the fame advantage over the ancients that men have over 
children ; and we cannot reflect without amazement, on men’s having fo much know- 
ledge and learning in other refpedts, with fuch childifh underdandings in thefe. 

By the labours of thefe great men, in the two lad centuries, we arc taught to know 
what we feek, and how it is to be fought. We know, for example, what parts of the 
north are yet undifeovered, and alio what parts of the fouth. We can form a 
very certain judgment of the climate of countries undifeovered, and can forefee the 
advantages that will refult from difcoverics before they are made ; all which are pro- 
digious advantages, and ought certainly to animate us in our fearches. I might add 
to this, the great benefits we receive from our more perd cl acquaintance with the pro- 
perties of the loaddone, and from the furprifing accuracy of adronomical obfervations ; 
to which 1 may add the phyfical difcoverics made of late yeilrs, in relation to the figure 
of the earth j all of which arc the I'cfult of the lights which thefe great men have 
given us. 

It is true, that fomc of the zealous defenders of the ancients, and fomc of the great 
admirers of the eadern nations, difpute thefe faffs ; and would have us believe that 
almolt every thing was known to the old philofophers, and not only known but prac- 
tifed, by the l^hincfe, long before the time of the great men to whom we aferibe them. 
But the difference between their affertions and ours is, that we fully prove the faffs 
we allege, whereas they produce no evidence at all : for inftance, Albertus Magnus 
lays, that Ariftotlc wrote an exprefs treatife on the direffion of the loadftone ; but 
nobody ever faw that treatife, nor was it ever heard of by any of the reft of his com- 
mentators. We have in our hands fomc of the bell performances of antiquity, in 
regard to geography ; and any man who has eyes, and is at all acquainted with that 
fcicnce, can very eafily difeern, how far they fall Ihort of maps that were made even 
an hundred years ago. The celebrated Voflius, and the reft of the admirers of the 
Chinefe, who, by the way, derived all their knowledge from hearfay, may teftify, in as 
ftrong terms as they think fit, their contempt for the weftern fages, and their high 
opinion of thofe in the eaft ; but till (hey prove to us that their favourite Chinefe,tmade 
any voyages comparable to the Europeans, before the difeovery of a paffage to China 
by the Cape of Good Hope, they W'ill excufe us from believing them. Befides, if the 
ancients had all this knowledge, how came it not to difplay itfelf in their performances ? 
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How came they to make fuch difBcuhies of what are now efteemed trifles ? And how 
came they never to> maake any voyages, by choice at leaft, that were out of fight of 
land ? Again, with refpcft to the Chinefc, if they excel us fo much in knowledge, 
how came the miffionaries ta be fo much admired for their fuperior ikill in the fciencos ? 
But to cut the matter fliort, we are not difputing now about fpeculative points of 
fcience, but as to the praftical application of it ; in which, I think, there is no doubt 
that the modern inhabitants of 'the weftem parts of the world excel, and excel chiefly 
from thcJ|ibours and difeoveries of thefe great and ingenious men, who applied their 
abilities to the improvement of ufeful arts, for the particular benefit of their country- 
men, and to the common good of mankind ; which character is not derived from 
any prejudice of ours, either againlt the ancients, or the oriental nations ; but is 
founded in fails of public notoriety, and on general experience, which are a kind of 
evidence not to be controverted or contradidled. 

We arc ftill, however, in fevcral refpeds Ihort of perfeilion ; and there are many 
things left to exercife the fagacity, penetration, and application of this, and of fucceed- 
ing ages : for iultance, the pafTages to tlie north-eafl; and north-weft are yet unknown ; 
there is a great part of the fouthern continent undifeovered ; we are, in a manner, igno- 
rant of what lies bet ween America and Japan, and all beyond that country lies buried in 
obfeurity, perhaps in greater obfeurity than it was an age ago; fo that there is ftill room 
for performing great things, which, in their confequences, perhaps, might prove greater 
than can well be imagined. 1 fay nothing of the difeoveries that yet remain, with regard 
to inland countries, becaufe thefe fall properly under another head, I mean that of 
Travels. But it will be time enough to think of penetrating into the heart of coun- 
tries, when we have difeovered the fea-coafts of the whole globe, towards which the 
voyages recorded in this chapter have fo far advanced already. But the only means 
to arrive at thefe great ends, and to tranfmit to pofterity a fame approaching, at leaft 
in fonie meafure, to that of our anceftors, is to revive and reftore that glorious fpirit 
which led them to fuch great exploits ; and the molt natural method of doing this, is 
to colled anti preferve the memory of their exploits, that they may ferve at once to 
excite our imitation, encourage our e ndeavours, and point out to us how they may be 
belt employed, and with the greateft probability of fuccefs. 
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AN ACCOUNT OP NEW HOLLAND AND THE ADJACENT 

ISLANDS. 

Br CAPTAIN WILLIAM DAMPIER* 


H aving defcnbecl his voyage from Bi'azil to New Holland, this celebrated navi- 
gator thus proceeds : 

About the latitude of a6“ fouth we faw an opening, and ran in, hoping to find a 
harbour there ; but when we came to its mouth, which was about two leagues wide, we 
faw rocks and foul ground within, and therefore ftood out again ; there we had twenty 
fathom water within two miles of the Ihore : the land every where appeared pretty low, 
flat and even, but with fteep cliffs to the fea, and when we came near it there were no 
trees, Ihrubs, or grafs to be feen. The foundings in the latitude of a6' fouth, from 
about eight or nine leagues off till you come within a league of the fliore, are gene- 
rally about forty fathoms, differing but little, feldom above three or four fathoms ; but 
the lead brings up very different forts of fand, fomc coarfe, fome fine, and of feveral 
colours, as yellow, white, grey, brown, blueifh and reddifh. 

When I faw there was no harbour here, nor good anchoring, I ftood off to fea 
again in the evening of the ed of Auguft, fearing a ftorm on a lee-fhore, in a place where 
there was no fhelter, and defiring at leaft to have fea-rootfi, for the clouds began to 
grow thick in the weftern board, and the wind was already there, and began to blow 
frefh almoft upon the fhore, which at this place lies along north north-weft and fouth 
fouth-eaft. By nine o’clock at night we got a pretty good offing ; but the wind ftill in- 
creafing, I took iir’iny main top-fail, being able to carry no more fail than twocourfes 
and the mizgn. At two in the morning, Auguft 3d, it blew very hard, and the fea was 
much railed, fo that I furled all my fails but my mainfail, though the wind blew fo 
hard, we had pretty clear weather till noon ; but then the whole fky was blackened 
with thick clouds, and we had fomc rain, which would laft a quarter of an hour at a 
time, and then it would blow very fierce while the fqualls of rain were over our 
heads, but as foon as they were gone the wind was by much abated, the ftrefs of the ftorm 
being over : we founded feveral timer, but had no ground till eight o’clock, Auguft the 
4lh, in the evening, and then had fixty fathom water, coral-ground. At ten we had fifty- 
fix fathom fine fand. At twelve, we had fifty-five fathom fine fand, of a pale blueifli colour. 
It was now pretty moderate weather, yet I made no fail till morning, but then the 
wind veering about to the fouth-weft, I made fail and ftood to the north, and at eleven 
o’clock the next day, AUguft 5th, we faw land again, at about ten leagues diftant. 
This noon we were in latitude 25" 30', and in the afternoon our cook died, an old 
man, who had been fick a great while, being infirm before we came out of Engrand. 


* Dampier’t Voyages, ill. 82. edit. 1729. 
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The 6th of Auguft, in the morning, we fawan opening in the land, and we ran into 
it, and anchored in feven and a half fathom water, two miles from the ihore, clean 
fand. It was fomewhat difficult getting in here, by reafon of many flioals we met with : 
but I font my boat founding .before me. The mouth of this found, which I called 
Shark’s Bay, lies in about 25'’ fouth latitude, and our reckoning made its longitude 
from the C’/ape of Good Hope to be about 87®, which is lefs by one hundred and ninety- 
five leagues than is ufually laid down in our common draughts, if our reckoning was 
3’ight, and pur glafles did not deceive us. As foon as I came to anchor in this bay, I fent 
my boat afhore to feek for frelh water ; but in the evening my men returned, having 
found none. The next morning I went afliorc myfelf, carrying pick-axes and (hovels 
with me, to dig for water, and axes to cut wood. We tried in feveral places for water, 
but finding none after fio oral trials, nor in feveral miles compafs, we left any farther 
fcai’ch for it, and fpending the rclt of the day In cutting wood, we went aboard at 
night. 

'J'hc land is of an indiflerent height, fo that it may be fecn nine or ten leagues off. 
It appears at a dilhince very even ; but as you come nigher you find there arc many 
gentle rifmgs, though none deep or high. It is ail a flecp (hore againd the open lea ; 
but in this bay or found we were now in, the land is low by the fea-fide, rifing gradually 
in with the land. 'I’hc mould is land by the fea-fide, producing a large fort of 
fampier, which bears a white flower. Farther in, the mould is red Jifh, a fort of fand 
producing fome grafs, plants, and fhrubs. The grafs grows in great tufts, as big as a 
bulhel, here and there a tuft ; being intermixed with much heath, much of the kind we 
have growing on our commons in England. Of trees or fhrubs here are divers forts ; 
but none above ten feet high ; their bodies about three feet about, and five or 
fix feet high before you come to the branches, which are bufliy and compofed of 
finall twigs there fpreading abroad, though thick fet, and full of leaves, which were 
modly long and narrow : the colour of the leaves was on one fide whitifh, and on the 
other green ; and the bark of the trees was generally of the fame colour with the 
leaves, of a pale green. Some of thefe trees were fweet-feented, and reddifh within 
the bark, like faflafras, but redder. Moll of the trees and fhrubs had at this time either 
blollbms or berries on them. 'Fhc bloflbms of the different forts of trees were of fe- 
veral colours, as red, white, yellow, &c. but moftly blue ; and thefe generally finelt 
very fweet and fragrant, as did fome alfo of the reft : there were alio befide fome 
plants, herbs, and tall flowers, fome very fmall flowers growing on the ground, that 
were fweet and beautiful, and for the moft part unlike any I had feeii cllewherc. 

'Fhere w'cre but few land fowls ; wc faw none but eagles, of the larger forts of 
birds ; but five or fix forts of fmall birds : the biggeft fort of thefe were not bigger 
than larks, fome no bigger than wrens, all finging with great variety of line flirill notes ; 
and we faw fome of their noils w'ith young ones in them. I’hc water-fowls are ducks 
(which had young ones now, this being the beginning of the fpring in thefe parts), 
curlews, galdens, crab-catchers, cormorants, gulls, pelicans, and fome water-fowl, 
fuch as I have not feen any where befides. 

The land animals that wc faw here were only a fort of raccoons, different from thofe 
of the Weft-Indies, chiefly as to their legs, for thefe have very fliort fore legs, but go 
jumping upon them as the others do (and like them are very good meat), and a fort 
of guanos, of the fame fhape and fizc with other guanos deferibed, but differing 
from Ihem in three remarkable particulars ; for thefe had a larger and uglier head, 
and had no tail, and at the rump, inftcad of the tail there, they had a Hump of a tail, 
which appeared like another head, but not really fuch, being without mouth or eyes; 
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yet this creature feemed by this means to have a head at each end, and, which may be 
reckoned a fourth difference, the legs alfo feemed all four of them to be fore-legs, 
being all alike in fhape and length, and feeming by the joints and bending to be made 
as if they were to go .. indifferently either head or tail foreraoft ; they were fpeckled 
black and yellow like toads, and had fcales or knobs on their backs like thofe of cro- 
codiles, plated on to the fkin, or ftuck into it, as part of the fkin : they are very flow 
in motion ; and when a man comes nigh them they will (land ftill and hifs, not endea- 
vouring to get away : their livers are alfo fpotted black and yellow j and the body, 
when opened, hath a very unfavory fmell. I did never foe fuch ugly creatures any 
where but here. The guanos I have obferved to be very good meat, and I have 
often eaten of them with pleafure ; but though I have cateit of fnakes, crocodl.^s and 
alligators, and many creatures that look frightfully enough, and there are but few I 
fhould have been afraid to eat of, if p>'eft by hunger, yet 1 think my ftomach would 
fcarce have ferved to venture uoon the'e New Holland guanos, both the looks and 
the fmell of them being fo oficnn.v 

The fea-fifh that v e law here (for here /as no river, land or oond of '^"efli w'alcr 
to be feen), are chiefly fharks : there are abundance of thetn in i.It • particular found, 
that I therefore gave it the name of Shark’N Here are alfo Ikates, thornbacks, 

and other fifh of the ray kind (one fojt efpccially like the '"ea-devil), and gar fifh, 
bonetas, &c. Of fltell-fifh we got here mufcLs, periwinkles, lirnpits, oyflcrs, both 
of the pearl kind and alfo eating oyfters, as well the common fort as long oylters, be- 
lide cockles. Sic. The fliorc was lined thick with many other forts of very flrange 
and beautiful fliclls for variety of colour and fliapo, mofl finely f, otted with red, black 
or yellow, &c. fuch as I have not feen any '.vherc but at this place. I brought away 
a great many of them, but loll all ejicept a very few, and thofe not of the belt. 

There are alfo fome green turtle weighing about two hunchvd pounds. Of thefe we 
caught two, which the water ebbing had left behind a ledge of rock, which they could 
not creep over. I’hefe ferved all my company two days, and they were indifferent 
fweet meat. Of the fltarks we caught a great many, w'hich our men eat very favourily. 
Among them we caught one which was eleven feet long. The fpace between its two 
eyes was twenty inches, and eighteen inches from one corner of his mouth to the 
other. Its maw was like a leather lack, very thick, and lb tough that a fharp knife 
could fcarce cut it , in whidi we found the head and bones of a hippopotomus, the 
hairy lips of which were ftill found and not putrified, and the jaw was alfo firm, out 
of which wc'plucked a great many teeth, two of them eight inches long, and as big 
as a man’s thumb, fmall at one end, and a little crooked, the reft not above half fo 
long. The maw was full of jelly, which flank extremely : however I faved for a while 
the teeth and the fhark’s jaw ; the flefh of it was divided among my men, and they 
took care that no wafte fhould be made of it. 

It was the 7th of Auguft when we came into Shark’s-Bay, in which we an- 
chored at three feveral places, and ftaid at the firft of them (on the weft fide of the 
bay) till the nth ; during which time we fearched about, as I faid, for frefh water, 
digging wells, but to no purpofe ; however, we cut good ftore of fire-wood at this 
firft anchoring-place, and my company were all here very well refrefhed with raccoons, 
turtle, fhark, and other fifh, and fome fowls, fo that we were now all much brifker than 
when we came in hither ; yet ftill I was for ftanding farther into the bay, partly becaufe 
I had a mind to increafe my ftock of frefh water, which was began to be lo% and 
partly for the fake of difeovering this part of the coaft. I was invited to go further, 
by feeing from this anchoring place all open before me, which therefore I defigned to 
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fearch before I left the bay : fo on the i ith, about noon, I ileered fcirther In, wkh an 
ealy fail, becaufe we had but (hallow water ; we kept therefore good looking out for 
fear of (hoals, fometimes (hortening, fometimes deepening the water. About two in 
the afternoon we faw the land a>head that makes the fouth of the bay, and before 
night we had again (holdings from that (hore, and therefore (hortened fail and (food off 
and on all night under two topfails, continually founding, having never more than 
ten (athom, and feldom lefs than feven. The water deepened and (holdned fo very 
gently, that in heaving the lead five or fix times we (hould fcarce have a foot difference. 
When we came into fcvcn .'athom either way, we prefently went about. From this 
fouth part of the bay we could not 'ee the land from whence we came in the afternoon ; 
and this land we found to be an ifland of three or four leagues long, but it appearing 
barren, 1 did not ftrive to go nearer !i, ^nd the rather bccaufe the winds would not permit 
us to do it without much trouble, and at the openings the water was generally (hoal : 

I therefore made no farther attempts in this Ibuth-v'efl anf fouth part of the bay, but 
(leered aw'ay to the caftward, to fee if ’^heie was any land that way, for as yet we had 
feen none .nere. O the i ith, in the niorning, we pafl'ed by the north point of that 
land, and W’cre .Amfirmcd in the perfuafion of its being an ifland, by feeing an opening 
to the eaft of it, as we had done on the w'cft. Having fair weather, a fmall gale and 
fmooth w'atcr, we flood further on in the bay, to fee what land was on the eaft of it. 
Our foundings at firft were fev'et' fathom, w-hich held fo a great while, but at length 
it decrcafcd to nx. Then w'e faw the land right a-head. We could not come near it 
with the fliip, having but fhoal watei , and it being dangerous lying there, and the land 
extraordinary tow, very unlikely t. have frelh water (though it had a few trees on it, 
fecmingly mangroves), and auicli ot u. pi tbably covered at highw'ater, I flood out 
again that afternoon, ioepcnitig the water, end • fore night anchored in eight fathom, 
clean white fand, about the middU- of .! ■ hny. The next day we got up our anchor, 
and that afternoon came to an anch 'i juci >uore near two iflands and a flioal of coral 
rocks that face the bay. Here 1 icrubiieti .lu ihip j and finiling it very improbable I 
(hould get any further heVe, I made the bell of my way out to le.i again, founding all 
the way, but finding, by the (hallownefs of the water, iha' there was no going out to 
fea to the eaft of the tw'o iflands that face the bay, nor between them, 1 returned to 
the weft entrance, going out by the fame w'ay I came in at, only on the eaft inftead of 
the weft fide of the fmall flioal : in which channel we had ten, twelve, and thirteen 
fathom water, ftill deepening upon us till we were out at lea. The dav before we came 
out I fent a boat a-fhorc to the moft northerly of the two iflands, which is the leaft of 
them, catching many fmall fifh in the mean while with ht'ok and line ; the boat’s crew 
returning, told me that the ifle produces nothing but a fort of green, fhort, hard prickly 
grafs, affording neither wood nor frcfli water, and that a fea broke between the two 
iflands, a fign that the water was fliallow'. They faw a large turtle, and many (kates 
and thombacks, but caught none. 

It was Augull the 14th when I failed out of this bay or found, the mouth of which 
lies, as I faid, in 25° 5', defigning to coaft along to the north-caft till I nught cotnmo. 
dioufly put in at fome other port of New' Holland. In palling out we faw three wrater- 
(erpents fwimming about in the fea, of a yellow colour, fpotted with dark brown fpots ; 
they were each about four foot long, and about thebignefs*of a man’s wrift, and were 
the firft I faw on this coaft, which abounds with feveral forts of them ; we had the 
winds at our firft coming out at north, and the land lying north.eafterly ; we plied 
off and on, getting forward but little till the next day, when the wind conung at fouth- 
fouth-weft and fouth, we began to coaft it along the (hore on the northward, keeping 
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at fix or feven leagues off fliore, and founding often, we had between forty and forty* 
fix fethom water, brown fand, with fome white fhells. This 1 5th of Auguft we were 
in latitude 24® 41'. On the i6th day, at noon, we were in 23° 22'. The wind coming 
at eaft by north, we could not keep the Ihore aboard, but were forced to go farther 
off, and loft fight of the land ; then founding we had no ground with eighty fathom 
line ; however the wind Ihortly after came about again to the fouthward, and then we 
jogged on again to the northward, and faw many fniall dolphins and whales, and 
abundance of fcuttle-fliells fwimming on the fea, and fome water-fnakes every day. 
The 17th we faw the land again, and took a light of it. 

The 1 8th, in the afternoon, being three or four leagues off fliore, flaw a ihoal- 
point ftrctching from the land into the fea, a league or more ; the fea broke high on 
it, by which I faw plainly there was a fhoal there. 1 ftood farther off, and coafted 
along ftiore, to about feven or eight leagues diftance ; and at twelve o’clock at night 
we founded, and had but twenty fathom hard fand. By this I found I was upon another 
ihoal, and fb prefently fleered of weft half an hour, and had then forty fathom. At 
one in the morning of the i8th day we had eighty-five fathom; by two wc could 
find no ground, and then I ventured to fleer along fhore again due north, which is two 
points wide of the ccafl (that lies north-north-eafl) for fear of another flioal. I would 
not be too far off from the land, being defirous to fearch into it u'herever I fhould find 
an opening or any convenience of fearching about for water, S:c. When we were off' 
the flioal-point I mentioned where we had but twenty fathom water, we had in the night 
abundance of whales about the fliip, fome a-head, others a- Hern, and fome on each 
fide blowing and making a very difmal noife, but when wo came out again into deeper 
water they left us ; indeed, the noife that they made by blowing and dafhing of the 
fea with their tails, making it all of a breach and foam, was very dreadful to us, like 
the breach of the waves in very fhoal-water, or among rocks. 'I’he flioal thefe whales 
were upon had depth of water fufficient, no Icfs than twenty fathom, as 1 laid, and it 
lies in latitude 22® 22'. The fhore was generally bold all along; we had met with 
no fhoal at fea fince the Abrohlo-flioal, when we firft fell on the New Holland coaft 
in the latitude of twenty-eight, till ycllcrday in the afternoon, and this night. This 
morning alfo, when wc expected by the draught we had with us to have been cloven 
leagues off fhore, we were but four, fo that either our draughts were faulty, which 
yet hitherto and afterwards we found true cnougli as to the lying of the coafl, or elle 
here was a tide unknown to us that dt^coivod us, iliougli we had found very little of 
any tide on this coaft hitherto; as to our v.inds in ilie coaftiiig thus far. as we had 
been within the verge of the general trade (though interrupted by the florin I men- 
tioned), from the latitude of 28, when we firft fell in with the coaft, and by 
that time we were in the latitude of 25, we had ufually the regular trade wind (which 
is here fouth-fouth-eall), when we were at any diftance from ihore ; but we had often 
fea and land breezes, efpecially whe-n iu ar fliore, and wdien in Shark’s-Bay, and had 
a particular north-weft wind or florin that fet us in thither. On this i8th of Auguft 
we coafted with a brifk gale of the true trade wind at fituth-fbuih-eaft, very fair and 
clear weather; but hauling oft’ in the evening to fea, were next morning out of fight 
of land ; and the land now trending away north-eaftcrly, and wc being to the north- 
ward of it, and the wind aJfo flirinking from the fouth-foutii-eafl to the eaft-fouth-eaft 
(thk is, from the true trade-wind to the fea-breeze, as the land now lay), we could 
not get in with the land again yet-awhile, fo as to fee it, though we trimmed fharp^nd 
kept ck>fe on a wind. We were this 1 91 h day in latitude 2 1 ° 42'. I’he 20th we were 
in latiwdie 19® 37', and kept clofe on a wind to get light of the land again, but could 
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not yet fee it. We had very fair weather ; and though we were fo fer from the land 
as to be out of fight of it, yet we had the fea and land breezes. In the night we had 
the land-breeze at fouth-louth-eafl a fmall gentle gale, which in the morning 
about fun-rifing would Ihift about gradually (and withal increafing in ftrength) till 
about noon, we Ihould have it at eafl-fouth-eaft, which is the true fea-breeze here j 
then it would blow a brilk gale, fo that we could fcarce carry our top-lails double 
reefed j and it would continue thus till three in the afternoon, when it would decreafe 
again. The weather was fair all the while, not a cloud to be feen, but very haaiy, 

' efpecially ni^ the horizon. We founded feveral times this 20th day, and at firft 
had no gr<^d, but had afterwards from fifty- two to forty-five fathom, coarfe 
brown fund, mixt with fmall brown and white ftones, with dints befides in the 
tallow. 

The 21 fl: day alfo we had fmall land-breezes in the night, and fea-breezes in the 
day ; and as we faw fome fea-fnakes every day, fo this day we favv a great many, of 
two different forts or fliapes ; one fort was yellow, and about the bignefs of a man’s 
wrift, about four feet long, having a flat tail about four fingers broad ; the other fort 
was much fmaller and Ihortcr, round and fpotted black and yellow: this day we 
founded feveral times, and had forty-live fathom fand ; we did not make the 
land till noon, and th<'n faw it firfl from our topmaft-head ; it bore fouth-eaft by 
eaft about nine leagues diltance, and it appeared like a cape or head of land ; the fea- 
breeze this day was not fo llrong as the day before, and it veered out more, fo that 
we had a fair wind to run in with to the Ihore, and at funfet anchored in twenty 
fathom, clean fand, about five leagues from the Bluff-point, which was not a cape 
(as it appeared at a great diltance), but the eafternmoft end of an illand, about five or 
fix IcagiK’s in lengtli, and one in breadth. There were three or four rocky iflands ■ 
about a league from us beiweeii us and the bluff point ; and we faw many other iilands 
both to the eafl. and welt of it, as far as we could fee cither way from our top-maft- 
hcad ; and all within them to the fouth there was nothing but iflands of a pretty 
height, that may be fecn e'ight or nine leagues off j by what we faw of them they 
mult have been a range of iflands of about twenty leagues in length, ftretching from 
eaft-north-eall to woll-ibuih-wcll and for ought 1 know, as far as to thofe of 
Shark’s-Bay. and to a confiderablc breadth alfo, for we could fee nine or ten leagues 
in among them) towards the continent or main land of New Holland, if there be any 
fuch thing hereabouts; and by the great tides I met with a while afterwards, more to 
the north-eafl;, 1 had a llrong fulpiciou that here might be a kind of archipelago of 
iflands, and a paffage pollibly to the foulh of New Holland and New Guinea into the 
great South Sea eallward, w hich I had thoughts alfo of attempting in my return from 
New Guinea, had circumflanccs permitted, and told my officers fo ; but I would not 
attempt it at this time, bccaufe we wanted water, and could not depend upon finding 
it there. 'I'his place is in the latitude of 20” 21', but in the draught that I had of this 
coaft, which was Tafmau’s, it was laid down in 19° 50', and the fhore is laid down 
as all along joining in one body or continent, with fome openings appearing like 
rivers, and not like iflands, as really they are. This place lies more northerly by 
40' than is laid down in Mr. Tafman’s draught ; and befide its being made a firm 
continued land, only with fome openings like the mouths, of rivers, 1 found the 
ibundi^s alfo different from what the pricked line of his courfe ihews them, and 
generally lhallower than he makes them ; which inclines me to think that he came 
not fo near the fhore as his line fhews, and fo had deeper foundings, and could not 
fo well diffinguifh the iflands ^ his meridian or difference of longitude from Shank’s* 
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Bay, agrees well enough with my account, which is two hundred and thirty two 
leagues, though we differ in latitude ; and to confirm my conjefture that the line 
his courfe is made too near the fhore, at lead not for |to the eaft of this place, the 
water is there fo (hallow that he could not come there fo nigh. 

But to proceed ; in the night we had a fmall land-breeze, and in the morning I 
weighed anchor, defigning to run in among the iHands, for they had large rhannpig 
between them, of a league wide at lead, and feme two or three leagues wide ; I fi=»n t 
in my boat before to found, and if they found (hoal-water to return again, but if they 
found water enough, to go aihore on one of the iflands, and day till thej||hip came in, 
where they might in the mean time fearch for water ; fo we followed^feer with the 
(hip, founding as we went in, and had twenty fathom, till within two leagues of the 
Bluff-head, and then we had (hoal water, and very uncertain foundings ; yet we ran 
in dill with an eafy fail, founding and looking out well, for this was dangerous work. 
When we came abroad of the Bluff-head, and about two miles from it, we had but 
feven fathom j**then we edged away from it, but had no more water, and running in a 
little farther, we had but four fathoms, fo we anchored immediately ; and yet when 
we had veered out a third of a cable we had feven fathom water again, fo un- 
certain was the water. My boat came immediately on board, and told me that the 
idand was very rocky and dry, and they had little hopes of finding water there : I 
fent them to found, and bade them, if they found a channel of eight or ten fathom 
water, to keep on, and we would follow with the (hip. We were now about four 
leagues within the outer fmall rocky idands, but ftill could fee nothing but iflands 
within us, fome five or fix leagues long, others not above a mile round. The large 
iflands were pretty high ; but all appeared dry, and moftly rocky and barren. The 
rocks looked of a rufty yellow colour, and therefore 1 del'paired of getting water on 
any of them ; but was in fome hopes of finding a channel to run in beyond all thefe 
iflands, could I have fpent time here, and either got to the main of New Holland, or 
find out fome other iflands that might afford us water and other refre(hments ; befides, 
that among fo many iflands, we might have found (orrre fort of rich mineral, or 
ambergreaie, it being a good latitude for both thefe. But we had not failed above a 
league farther before our water grew (hoaler again, and then we anchored in fix fathom 
hard fand. 

We were now on the inner fide of the ifland, on whofe outfide is the Bluff-point. We 
rode a league from the ifland, and I prefently went alhorc, and carried (hovels to dig 
for water, but found none. There grow here two or three forts of (hrubs, one juft 
like roferaary, and therefore I called this Rofemary Ifland ; it grew in great plenty 
here, but had no fmell ; fome of the other (hrubs had blue and yellow flowers; and we 
found two forts of grain like beans ; the one grew on bulhes, the other on a fort of 
a creeping vine that runs along on the ground, having very thick broad leaves, and 
the bloffom like a bean bloffom, biu much larger, and of a deep red colour, looking 
very beautiful. We faw here fome cormorants, gulls, crabcatchers, &c. a few fmall 
land-birds, and a fort of white parrots, which flew a great many together. We found 
fome (hell-fMh, viz. limpits, perriwinkles, and abundance of fmall oyfters growing on 
the rocks, which were very fweet. In the fea we faw fome green turtle, many (harks, 
and abundance of waterffnakes of feveral forts and fizes. The (tones were all of rufty 
colour, and ponderous. 

We faw a fmoak on an ifland three or four leagues off; and here alfo the buihes 
had been burned, but we found no other fign of inhabitants. It was probable, that 
on 'tiie ifland where the fmoak vras there were inhabitants, and frelh water for them. 

In 
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In the evening I went aboard, and confulted with my officers whether it was beft to fend 
thither, or to fearch among any other of thefe iflands with my boat, or elfe go from 
hence, and coaft along fliore with the (hip, till we could find fome better place than 
this was to ride in, where we. had fhoal water, and lay expofed to winds and tides. 
They all agreed to go from hence ; fo I gave orders to weigh in the morning as loon 
as it Ihould be light, and to get out with the land-breeze. 

Accordingly, Auguft the 23d, at five in the morning we ran out, having a pretty 
frelh land-breeze at fouth-fouth-eaft. By eight o’clock we were got out, and xery 
feafonablyj,>iHhbelore nine the fea-breeze came on us very ftrong, and increafing, ^we 
took in otfllbp-fails and flood ofl' under two courfes and a mizen, this being as 
much fail as we could carry. » The fky was clear, there being not one cloud to be feen ; 
but the horizon appeared very hazy, and the fun at fetting the night before, and this 
morning at rifing. appeared very red. The wind continued very ftrong till twelve, 
then it began to abate ; I have feldom met with a ftronger breeze. Thefe ftrong feap 
breezes laited thus in their turns tliree or four days. They fprung tniliivith the fun- 
rife ; by nine o’clock they were very ftrong, and fo continued till liom, when they 
began to abate ; and by lun-fet there was little wind, or a calm till the land-breezes 
came, which we fhould certainly have in the morning about one or two o’clock. The 
land-breezes were between the fouth-fouth-well and fouth-fouth-eaft : the fea-breezes 
between the cafl-north-eafl and north-north-eaft. In the night while calm, we fifhed 
with hook and line, and caught good ftore of fifh, viz. I'nappers, breams, old-wives, and 
dog-fifh. When thefe laft came we feldom caught any others ; for if they did not 
drive away the other fifli, yet they would be fure to keep them from taking our hooks, 
lor they would firft have them thcmfelves, biting very greedily. We caught alfo a 
monk-fifh, of which I brought home the piflure. 

On the 2 5ih of Auguft, we flill coafled along fliore, that we might the better fee any 
opening ; kept founding, and had about twenty fathom clean fand. The 26th day, 
being about four leagues off fhore, the water began gradually to fholden from twenty 
to fourteen fathom. 1 was edging in a little towards the land, thinking to have 
anchored j but prefently after tiie water decreafed alinofl at once, till we had but five 
fathom. I durft therefore adventure no farther, but fleered out the fame way that we 
catne in ; and in a lliort time had ten fathom (being then about four leagues and a half 
from the fliore) and even foundings. I fleered away eaft-north-eaft, coafling along as 
the land lies. I'his day the fea-breezes began to be very moderate again, and we made 
the beft of our way along fhore, only In the night edging off a little for fear of fhoals. 
Ever fince we lef t Shark s Bay we had fair clear weather, and fo for a great while flill. 

The 27th day, w'c had twenty fathom water all night, yet we could not fee land till 
one in the afternoon from our topniafl-hcad. By three we could jufl difeern land from 
our quarter-deck ; we had then fixteen fathom. The wind was at north, and we 
fteered eafl-by-north, which is but one point in on the land ; yet we decreafed our 
water very fall : for at four we had but nine fathom ; the next call but feven, which 
frightened us ; and we then tacked inflantly and flood off ; but in a fhort , time the 
wind coming at north-weft and weft-north-weft, we tacked again, and fteered north- 
north-eafl, and then deepened our water again, and had all night from fifteen to twenty 
fathom. 

The 28th day we had between twenty and forty fathom. We faw.no land this day, 
but law a great many fnakes and fome whales. We faw alfo fome boobies, and 
noddy-birds ; and in the night caught one of thefe laft. It was of another lhape and 
colour than any I had feen before. It had a fmall long bill, as all of them havq, flat 
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feet like ducks feet, its tail forked like a fwallow, but longer and broader, and the fork 
deeper than that of the fwallow, with very long wings ; the top or crown of the head 
of this noddy was coal-black, having alfo fmall black ftreaks round about and clofe to 
the eyes ; and round thefe ftreaks on each fide, a pretty broad white circle. The breaft, 
, belly, and under-part of the wings of this noddy were white ; and the back and upper- 
part of its wings of a faint black or fmoak colour. Noddies are feen in moft places 
between the tropics, as well in the Eaft Indies and on the coaft of Brazil, as in the Weft 
Indies. I’hey reft alhore at night, and therefore wc never fee them far at fea, not 
above twenty or thirty leagues, unlefs driven off in a ftorm. When tlbriK,come about 
a fliip they commonly perch in the night, and will fit ftill till they are ttfln by the fea- 
mcn. They build on cliffs againft the lea or rocks. 

The 30th day, being in latitude 18° 21',* we made the land again, and faw many 
great fmokes near the iliore ; and having fair weather and moderate breezes, I fteered 
in towards it. At four in the afternoon I anchored in eight fathom water, clear fand, 
about three I||Kues and a half from the lliorc. I prefently lent my boat to found 
nearer in, and^ey found ten fathom about a mile farther in ; and from thence llill 
farther in the water decreafed gradually to nine, eight, feven, and at two miles diftance 
to fix fathom. This evening we faw an eclipfe of the moon, but it was abating before 
the moon appeared to us ; for the horizon w^as veiy hazy, fo that we could not lee the 
moon till fhc had been half an hour above the horizon : and at two hours twenty-two 
minutes after fun-fet, by the reckoning of our glaffes, the eclipfe was quite gone, which 
was not of many digits. The moon’s centre was then 33® 40' high. 

The 31ft of Augu ft betimes in the morning I went alhore wdth ten or eleven men to 
fearch for water. We went armed w’ith mulkcts and cutlalTes for our defence, ex- 
peftlng to fee people there ; and carried alfo Ihoveis and pickaxes to dig wells. When 
we came near the fliore we faw three tall black naked men on the fandy bay a-head of 
us: but as we rowed in, they went away. When we were landed, I lent the boat 
two men in her to lie a little from the Ihorc at an anchor, to prevent being feizeff^ 
while the reft of us went after the three black men, who \wrc now got on the top of a 
fmall hill about a quarter of a mile from us, with eight or nine men more in their 
company. They feeing us coming, ran away. When we came on the top of the hill 
where they firft flood W’c faw a plain favaunah, about half a mile from us, farther in 
from the fea. There w'ere fcveral things like hay-cocks, Handing in the favannah, 
which at a diftance we thought were lioules, looking juft like the lloitentots’ hnufes at 
the Cape of Good Hope : but wc found them to be fo many rocks. We fearched 
about thefe for water, but could find none, nor any houfes, nor people, for they were 
all gone. Then we turned again to the place where wo landed, and there we dug for 
water. 

While we were at work there came nine or ten of the natives to a fmall hill a little 
way from us, and flood there mcnaciHg and threatening of us, and making a great 
noife. At laft one of them came towards us, and the reft followed at a diftance. I 
went out to meet him. and came within fifty yards of him, making to him all the figns 
of peace and friendfhip I could ; but then he ran away, neitlier would they any of 
them ftay for us to come nigh them ; for we tried two or three times. At laft I took 
two men with me, and went in the afternoon along by the fea-fide, purpofely to catch 
one of them, it I could, of whom I might learn wliere they got their frelh water. 
There were ten or twelve of the natives a little way oft', who feeing us three going 
Stway from the reft of our men, followed us at a diftance. I thought they would follow 
us ; but there being for a while a fand-bank between us and them, that they could not 
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then fee us, we made a halt, and hid ourfelves in a bending of the fand-bank. They 
knew we mufl; be thereabouts, and being three or four times cur numbers, thought to 
feize us. So they difperl'etl thcmfelvcs, fome going to the fea-fliore, and.others beating 
about the fand-hiils. We knew by what rencounter we had had with them in the 
morning that wc could eafily out-run them ; fo a nimble young man that was with me ' 
feeing fome of them near, ran ttnvards them; and they for fomo time ran away before 
him ; but he foon overluking them, they faced about and fought him. He had a 
cutlafs, and they had wooden lances ; with which, being many of them, they w’cre too 
hard for hin w Vv hen ho fidt ran towards them I cliafed two more that were by the 
fhore ; but f|^ng how it might be with my young man, I turned back quickly, and 
went up to the tO]) of a fauddiill, whonce^I faw him near me, clofely engaged with 
them. Upon their teeing me, one of tiiem threw a lance at me, that narrowly mifled 
me. I difeharged my gun to fcarc them, but avoided f/iooting any of them ; till finding 
the young man in great danger from them, and myftlf in ibme ; and ^at though the 
gun had a little frightened them at firfi, yet they had foon learnt to defpn^ it, tolling up 
their hands, and crying, “ pooh, pooh, pooh and coming on afrcflt with a great 
noife, 1 thought it high time to charge again, and flioot one of them, which I did. 
The re/l, feeing him fall, made a ftand again ; and my young man took the opportunity 
to difengage himlelf, and come off to me; my other man alfo was with me, who haa 
done nothing all this while, having come out unarmed ; and I returned back with my 
men, defigning to attempt the natives no farther, being very forry for what had hap- 
pened already. They look up their wounded companion ; and my young man, who 
had been ftriick through the cheek by one of their lances, was afraid it had been 
poifoned : but I did not think that likely, llis wound was very painful to him, being 
made with a blunt weapon ; but he foon recovered of it. 

Among the New Ihdlandcrs, whom wc wore thus engaged with, there was one who 
by his appearance and ctirriage, as well in the morning as this afternoon, feemed to be 
the chief of them, and a kind of prince or captain among them. He was a young 
brifk man, not very tall, nor 1b perfonable as fome of the reft, though more active and 
courageous : he was painted (which none of the reft were at all) with a circle of white 
pafte or pigment (a fort of lime, as we thought) abojit his eyes, and a white ftreak down 
his nofe, from his forehead to the tip of it : and his breaft and fome part of his arms were 
alfo made white with the fame paint ; not for beauty or ornament, one would think, 
but as fome wild Indian warriors arc laid to do, he feemed thereby to defiru.the looking 
more terrible ; this his painting adding very much to his aalural defornuiy; for they 
all of them have the moll unpleafant looks and the worft features of any p'mple that 
ever I faw, though I have feen great variety of lavages, 'i’hefe New flollanders were 
probably the fame fort of people as tliofo T met with on this coall in my Voyage round 
the World ; for the place I then touched at was not above for'^y or fifty leagues to the 
north-call of this ; and thefc were much the fame blinking creatures, (here being alfo 
abundance of the fame kind of fiefh-fligs teazing them,) and with the fame black fkins, 
and hair frizzled, tall and thin, &,'c. as thofe wore : but we had not the opportunity to 
fee whether thclc, as the former, wanted two of their fore-teeth. 

Wc faw a great many places whore they had made firc.s, and where there were com- 
monly three or four boughs ftuek up to windward of them ;* for the wind (which is 
the fea-brecze) in the day-time blows always one w’<ay with them, and the land-breeze 
is but fnvall. . By their fire-places we fliould always find great heaps of filh-fliells of 
feveral forts ; and it is probable that thefe poor creatures here lived chiefly on the fliell- 
iilh, as thofe I before deferibed did on fmall-fifli, which they caught in wires or hdles 
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in the fand at low water. Tbefe gathered theiy ‘Ihell-fifli on the rocks at low water 
but had no wires (diat we faw) whfereby to j^t any other forts of filh i as among, 
the former I faw not afeV heaps of fliells as here, though I know they alfO' 
gathered form ihelUfilh." .ThS lances alfo of thofe wpre fuch .as thefe had ; hpw- 
ever they being uppn an Ifland, with their women and children, and all in our power, 
they did not there ufe thein againft «s, as here on the continent, where we faw none 
but fome of the men under head, who come out purpofely to oblerve us. We faw no 
houfes at either place ;; and I believe they have none, fmee the former people on the 
iiland had none, though they had all their families with them. ^ 

Upon returning to my men I faw that though they had dug eight or mne feet deep, 
yet found no water. So I returned aboard that evening, and the next day, being 
September i ft, I fent my boatfwain aftiore to dig deeper, and fent the fain with him to 
catch flih. While I ftaid aboard I obferved the flowing of the tide, which runs very 
fwift here, fo that our nun-buoy would not bear above the water to be fecn. It flows 
here (as on that part of New Holland I deferibed formerly) about five fathom ; and 
here the flood runs fouth-caft by fouth till the laft quarter ; then it fets right in towards 
thefliore (which lies here fouth-fouth-weft and north-north-eaft) and the ebb runs north- 
weft by north. When the tides flackened we fifhed with hook and line, as we had 
already done in feveral places on this coaft ; on which in this voyage hitherto we had 
found but little tides ; but by the heighth, and ftrength, and courfe of them hereabouts, 
it Ihould feem that if there be fuch a paffage or ftreight going through eaftward to the 
great South Sea, as I faid one might fufpeft, one would expetl to find the mouth of it 
ibmewhere between this place and Rofemary Ifland, which was the part of New Holland 
I came laft from. 

Next morning my men came aboard and brought a rundlet of brackilh water which 
they got out of another well that they dug in a place a mile off, and about half as far 
from the fliore; but this water was not fit to drink. However we all concluded 
that it would ferve to boil our oatmeal, for burgoo, whereby we might fave the remains 
of our other water for drinking, till we fliould get moref and accordingly the ne»t 
day we brought aboard four hogflieads of it : but while we were at work about the 
well we were fadly peftcred with the flies, which were more troublefome to us than the 
^fun, though it (hone clear and llrong upon us all the while very hot. All this while 
we faw no more of the natives, but faw fome of the fmoaks of fume of their fires at 
two or threq miles diftance. 

; The land hereabouts was much like the port of New Holland that I formerly de* 
fcribed ; it is low, but fcemingly barricadoed with a long chain of fand-hills to the fea, 
^t lets nothing be fecn of what is fother within land. At high water the tides rifing 
jfo high as they do, the coaft Ihews very low j but when it is low water it feems to be of 
an indifferent heighth. At low water-mark the fliore is all rocky, fo that then there is , 
no landing with a boat ; but at high water a boat may come in over thofe rocks to the 
iandy bay, which runs all along on this coaft. The land by the fea for about five or fix 
hundred yards is a dry fandy foil, bearing only fhrubs and buflies of divers forts. - Some 
of thefe had them at this time of the year, yellow flowers or bloffoins, fome blufe, and 
fome white ; moft of them of a very fragrant fmeli. Some had fruit like peafeods,’ in , 
e&ch of which there were juft ten fmall peas ; 1 opened many of them, and foimd no . 
Sttore nor lefs. I here are alfo here fome of that fort of bean which 1 faw at RofemE^ 

: and another fort of fmall, red hard pulfe, growing in cods alfo, with little;, black 
i}kp beans. ^ 1 know not their names, but kave feen them ufed often in, th^ fiail 
tndl&s |^l^<^gking gold ; and they make the fame ufe of them at GjUikie 9 ,,ay I, have 
heajtfl* wbere the women alfo make bracelets with them to wear about .theu: a«me. 

Thefe 
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Hiefe grow on buflies ; but here are alfo a fruit like beans growii^ on a creeping fort 
t)f flirub-like vine. There was great plenty of 'all tbefe forts of SodjfiUit growing on 
the fand'hills by the fea-fidc, fome of them green, fome ripej, aiid fome: jfailen on ihe 
ground ; but I could not percj;ive that any of them had beefi gathered by die Datives j 
and might not probably be wholefome food. 

The land farther in, that is, lower than what borders on the fea, was fo much as we 
faw of it, very plain and even ; partly favannahs and partly woodland. , The favannahs 
bear a fort of thin coarfe grafs. The mould is alfo a coarfer fand than that by the 
fea-fide, and in fome places it is clay. Here are a great many rocks in the large fa- 
vannah we were in, which are five or fix feet high, and round at top like a hay-cock, 
very remarkable ; fome red and fome white. The woodland lies farther in ftill, 
where there were divers forts of fmall trees, fcarce any three feet in circumference, 
their bodies twelve or fourteen feet high, with a head of fmall knibs or boughs. By 
the fides of the creeks, efpecially nigh the fea, there grow a few fmall black mangrove- 
trees. 

There are but few land-animals. I faw fome lizards j and my men faw two or three 
bealls like hungry wolves, lean like fo many fkcletons, being nothing but Ikin and 
bones ; it is probable that it was tite foot of one of thofe beafts that I mentioned as 
feen by us in New Holland. We faw a rackoon or two, and one fmall fpcckled fnake. 

The land-fowls that wc faw here were crows, juft fuch as ours in England, fmall 
hawks and kites ; a few of each fort : but here are plenty of fmall turtle-doves, that 
are plump, fat, and very good meat. Here are two or three forts of fmaller birds, 
fome as big as larks, fome lefs ; but not many of either fort. The fea-fowl are 
pelicans, boobies, noddies, curlews, fea-pies, &c. and but few of thefe neither. 

The foa is plentifully ftocked with the largcft whales that I ever faw } but not to 
compare with the vaft ones of the Northern Seas. We faw alfo a great many green 
turtle, but caught none, here being no place to fet a turtle-net in ; there being no 
channel for them, and the tides running fo ftrong. We faw fome lharks and parra- 
coots ; and with hooks and lines we caught fome rock-filh and old-wives. Of Ihell- 
lifh, here w'ere oyfters both of the common kind for eating, and of the pearl kind ; 
and alfo wilks, conchs, mufcles, limpits, porriwinkles, &c. and I gathered a few ftrange 
fliells, chiefly a fort not large, and thick-fet all about with i*ays or fpikes growing in 
a-ows. 

And thus having ranged about a confidcrable time upon this coaft, without flnding 
any good frefli water, or any convenient place to clean the Ihip, as I had hoped for J 
and it being mora)ver the heighth of the dry feafon, and my men growing fcorbtfitie 
for want of rcfrefliments, fo that I had little encouragement to fearch further, I refoly^^* 
to leave this coaft, and accordingly in the beginning of September fet fail towai^ 
limor. 

On the I ath of December 1699, wc failed from Babao, coafting along the iflaind 
Timor to the eaftward, towards New Guinea. It was the 20th before we got as fai* as 
Laphao, which is but forty leagues. We faw black clouds in the north-weft, and 
exp^ed the wind from that quarter above a month fooner. ' 

That afternoon we faw the opening between the iflands Omba and Fettpr, but feared 
to pafs through in the night. At two o’clock in the moroing it fell calm, and con- 
tinued fo till noon, in which time we drove with the current back again fouth-weft fix 
or feven leagues. 

’ On the 2 2d, fleering to the eaftward to get through between Omba and Fetter, we 
met a very ftrong tide againft us, fo that dthough we had a very frelh gale, ,we yet 
' 2 i> 2 mad# 
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fhark, which gave atrthc i(hip’s’cpmp|Uiy l^lentiful meal. 

The 37th we faw tl\e Burning Iflan«|; it lies it latitude 6 ° 36^ fouth i it is h^hi and 
but finall i it runs froftt^he Tea a littlecifiopihg towards the top, which is divided in the 
iniddle into two petiks, between ilTued out much fmoak : I have not few more 

from any volcano. 1 law no tre^lwlt; the north fide appeared green, .and, .the reft 
looked yery barr^‘ , 

Having parted the Burning Ifl4nd, my courfe for two iflands, calf^ 'TBrtle 

Irtfes, which lie north-eaft by-eaft a little Sifterly, and diftant about fifty leagues from 
the Burning Ifle : I fearing the wind might veer to the caftvvard qf the north;^ ftefered 
twenty deagues north^eaft, then north-eaft by-eaft. On ihe 48 th we faw tw;p fmall low 
illands, called Luoca-parrog,' to the north of us* At noon I accounted m^felf twenty 
loagu«6 fhprt of t&Turtle files. . . 

Tlf^ next morning, being in the latitude of the Turtle Iflands, we looked out lharp 
for them, but faw no appearance of any illand till eleven o’clock, when we faw <ui 
lltod at agreat diftance. At firft we fuppoled it might be one of the Turtle Ifl^ : but 
it wai not |aid down true, neither in latitude nor longitude from the Burning file, nor 
frbm'lthe l^^^-parros, which laft I took to be a great help to guide me, they being laid 
dbtHm v^y w^ll from the Burning Ille, and that likewife in true latitude and diftafhee 
from Ompa,. 0 that I could not tell w'hat to think of the illand now in fight, we fiay- 
inghad^ weather, fo thit we could not pafe by the Turtle Hies without feeingthem, 
and this indigSi , vras much too far off for them. We found variation i” 2' eaft. In 
;.the afternoon f fteered north-eaft-by-eaft for the iflands that we faw. At o'clock 
t went and Ibok^ over the fore-yard, and faw two iflands at much greatSr diftance 
.the Turtle Iflands are laid down in my drafts, one of tltem was a very* high 
mountain,, cleft at top, and rhuch like the Burning Ifland that we paffed by, 
t bincfir and h^her ; the otfier was a pretty long high flat ifland. Now I wa^'certam 


were not the Tut^fe Jllands, and that they could be no other than thd Batidp 
1^, fkt we fleered in to make them plainer. At three o’clock we difeovered afiodicr 
all ifland to the north-weft of the others, and faw a great deal of fmoak rife froth 
* top bf the high tlland. At four we faw other fmall iflands, by which I wasn,0w 
l&cd that thefe were the Bande Jfles there. At five I altered my courfe and fteered* 
I, and at eight, eaft-foulh-eaft, becaufie I would not be feen by the inhabitants of tfc^fc 
|s in thp, morning. . We had little wind all night ; and in the morning, asifoppas 
®^ight, we faw another high peaked ifland ; at eight' it bore fouth-fouth-^m'ftjuf * 
Ijffcince eight feagues ; and this I knew to be Bird Ifle. It is laid dowd; m 
in latitude 5® 9' fouth, which is too far foutherly by twenty-feven miles, tfc-. 
ling to our obfervatio^; and tlie like error in laying down the Turtle Iflands jnj ^ t 
the occafion of our miffing them. . * V 

.lit" night I fhortened fail, for fear of conupg;'ipo nigh fome iflands, that _ ftl^tcli 
w bending like a half moon from Ceram towards Timor, and which in nay cptrfC 
aaafPbf neceffity pafs through. The next nunming betimee I law them, and/d^a 
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them lo be at a father diftance fri 
it fell quite Calm, and when we 
one point to another, tliat I could 
I defigned; befides, I found a cu 
twjxt five and fix in the evening bei 
weathered little Waitela, whereas I thougj||lt»to 
northerly. We faw the day before, beti^gpct tW 
from us ; it fell down out of a black clo||fe that ytetped gre 

and lightning ; this cloud hovered to th^wiltbward'of us for the fpace of three hours, 
and thfn drew to the vveftward a great ip^e,^^t which tima ii| was that we faw the 
fpout, which hung fail to the cloud tiU itbrok^ 
the foqith-eaft, then to eaft-north-eaft, where 
fo difperfedj and immediately we had a liilj 
before, i Afterward we faw a ftuoak on thWtH 

night, v'*: 

ffe new-year’s day we firft deferied thj? of New-Guinea, which appeared to be 
high land ; and the next day lye faw fevt^l high iftands on the coaft of New Gujnea, 
and ran ill with the main kud. The fhore here li€« along e^-fouth-eaft and wefl-hort,h- 
weft. It is high even, lai^, very clothed with t^l floiiffipiing trees. Which 
appeared very green, and gave us a vl^„jfteafant profpeft. Wd^n to thd weuwarft 
of four mountainous illands ; and in thd night ht^ a fmall tornado, which brought 
with it fome rain and a fair wind. We had fair weather for a long iJime, , oply 
when near any land we had fome tomadoesj ’ but oflT, at fea, 000111101117 
clear weather j though, if in fight of land, we ufually faw many black clouds hova^g 
about it. ... ■■ 

On the 5th and 6th of Januaiy, we plira to get in with the land} defijgtnhg ^ 
anchor, fill water, and fpend a little time in foarebing the qq^try, till .aftei>,(bo . change 
of the moon, for I found a ftrong current fetting agaiiift us. We anfhpred in thirty; 
'eight fathom water, good dozy ground. We had an ifland of a leagde^ long without. 
us, abduj5,t|^ miles diftant, and we rode from the main about a mile. *; *rhe eaftermtjft> 
, point .oPiifti fetal, bore eaft-by-fouth half-fouth, diftance three l^gues ; and thjl 
,wcfl:frmoft, weft-fouth-weft half-fouth, diftance two leagues. So fooh as we ancl 


^wedent tlie pinnace to look for water, and try if they could catclkri 
vpi^rdK we fent the yawl another way to fee for water. Before 
hrdftght.on board feveral forts of fruits, that they found iWthe woods, fuch as 
faw>ft(efore. One of my men killed a ftately land-fowl, as big as the largeft 


fifh. 
iTght the 




. feeu. dunghill-fowls, only the claw’s were reddilh , .hk crop was feU; 

,beiti«Kr ,. It. lays an egg as feig as a large hen’s egg, for oni^imen cUml^ 
nefted, and brought oft* one egg. They found water, vad report^^ 
trdte were large, tall and very thick; and that th^ faw no fign of peopiei^!^^ 
th^ yawl- came aboard, qnd Drought , a wooden fifsgig, very fogetuoUfly ithad&^fli 
m4t|i^n,of it was a ftnall cane ; they foiidd It by h fmall s^bdeue, th^ i^rd Xaw^ 
,a Ibattered canoe, ''•A'A-’ 

' ..The next momng I ftnt the boati\l(^.aftiore a ftfliing, and.tft . one Inral he catight* 
t&^ hpndnd aiid fifty-two mackaret^' and about twenty ©they labes, which I eaiw 
to'b^^eqiaally divided ammtg all niy qc^psiiy. I feint aUk ihi> Wnn^r and chief mac^ 

i 
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^ could iind conveni«ttt sttichoring near a watering-plaqe ; by 
d that they had found a£ fino ftream of good water, where the 
o, and it was very eafy to be filled, and that the fhip might 
pleafed j fo I went thither. The next morning, therefore, we 
e &thom water, foft oozy ground, about a mile from the 
three tun of water that night, and caught two or three ptke- 
! a parracota, but with a longer fnout, fomething refembling a 
The next day I fent the boat again for water, and before 
full.. « 

jut fifteen tuns of water, feeing we could catch but little fifli, and 
Its, I intended to fail next day, but finding that we wanted wood, 
going afliore to haften it, at fomc diftance from the place where 
a fmall cove, where I faw two barbecues, which appeared not to 
mding j the fpars were cut with Ibme fharp inftrument, fo that, 
t feems that they have iron. On the i oth, a little after twelve 
id flood over to the north-fide of the bay, and at one o'clock 
at north and north-north-wefl. At four we pafled out by a 
b named from its many white clifls, having no name in our 
league long, pretty high, and very woody ; it is about five 
ly at the weft end it reaches within three miles of it. At fome 
iveft point appears like a cape-land ; the north fide trends away 
the eaft fide caft-fouth-eaft. '1 his iflaud lies in latitude 3" 4' 
diftance from Babao, five hundred and twelve miles eaft. After 
plied to get to the northw'ard, but met with fuch a flrong cur- 
got but little ; for if the w'ind favoured us in the night, that 
gucs, w'c loft it again, and were driven as far uftern next morn- 
■e fevcral days. 

; a point of land that w'e had been three clays getting about, we 
ent, fo that having the wind at north-welt-by-weft and weft- 
the northw'ard, and had feveral foundings ; at three o’clock 
ncarcfl part of New Ouinca bt i;'g about three leagues diftance : 
five, thirty-fix •, at fix, thirty-fix j at eight, t urty-lhree fathom ; 
t four leagues diftaut fo vliai as we ran oll^ we found our water 
fome iflaiids to the W'eiLward of us, at about fi'ur leagues difi- 

j faw fmoaks on the iflands to the w^eft of us, and having a fine 
iway for them : at feven o’clock in the evening we anchored 
out tw'o leagues from an ifland, good foft oozy ground. We 
w fires afhore. In the morning we weighed again, and ran. 
lave fliallow cr water, but we ran within a mile of the fhore, 
'ht fathom good foft holding ground : while we were under 
' within call of us ; they fpoke to us, but we did not under- 
figns ; we w'aved to them to come aboard, and 1 called to 
inguage to do the fame, but they would not, yet they. came fo 
fh’ew them fuch things as we had to truck with them, yet jiei- 
;m to come on board, but they made figns f or us to come afhore, 
en I went after them in my pinnace, carrying with me kniv(^ 
fee. ; when we came near the fhore, 1 called to them inj'.tbe 
w but two men at firft, the reft lying in ambiifh behind the 

buihes i 
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bufiies ; but as foon as I threw a(horp (91116 fcnives and. pt^er^toya* .th§y came out, 
flung down their weapons, and cam^infb the water l)y t%'b(«sWfide*r n|akm^ fignsof 
friendfliip by pouring water on thar heads with one h^ndj ^luch^t^^^^ into the 

fea; the next day, in the afternoon, feveral other canofti saine al^stfd, and brpught 
many roots and fruits which we purchafed/ ' ' ' . 

This iiland has no name in our draughts, but the 'iiatives call h Pulo Sabuda : it is 
about three leagues long, and two miles wide, more or lefs ; it is of a good height, fo 
as to be feen eleven or twelve leagues : it is very rocky, yet above the rocks there is 
good yellow j^d black mould, not deep, yet producing plenty of good tall trees, and 
bearing any fruits or roots w Inch the inhabitants plant. I do not know all its produce, 
but what we faw were plaintains, cocoa-nuts, pine-apples, oranges, papaes, potatoes, 
and other large roots. Here arc alfo another fort of wild jacas, about the bignefs of 
a man’s two fills, full of Hones or kernels, which eat pleafaiit enough when roafted. 
The libby tree grows here in the fwampy valleys, of which they make fago cakes: I 
did not ice them make any, but was told by the inhabitants that it was made of the 
pith of the tree, in the lame manner 1 have deferibed in my Voyage round the World } 
they flicwed me the tree whereof it was made, and I bought about forty of the cakes ; 
I bought alfo three or four nutmegs in their Ihcll, which did not feera to have been 
long gathered, but whether they be the growth of this iiland or not, the natives would 
not tell whence they had th(;m, and feemed to prize them very much, What beafts 
the iiland affords 1 know not , but here are both fea and land iowl. Of the firft, boo- 
bies and men-ot-war-birds arc the chief ; fome goldens, and fmall milk-white crab- 
catchers : the land-fowls arc pigeons, about the bignefs of mountain-pigeons in Ja- 
maica, and crows about the bignefs of thofe in England, and much like them, but 
the inner part of their feathers are white, and the outfidc black, fo that they appe^ 
ail black, unlefs you extend the feathers : here are large Iky-colourcd birds, fuch as 
we lately killed on New Guinea, and many other fmall birds, unknown to us : hero 
are likewile abundance of bats, as big as young coneys, their necks, head, ears and 
nofes like foxes, their hail rough, that about their necks is of a whitilh yellow, that 
on their heads and Ihoulders black, their wings arc four feet over from tip to tip ^ 
they Imell like foxes : the filh are bafs, rock-filh, and a fort of filli like mullets, old- 
wives, whip-rays, and fome other forts that 1 know not, but no great plenty of afljrj 
for it is deep water till within lefs than a mile of the fliore, then there is a bank eff 
coral rocks within which you have flioal-vvater, white clean fand ; fo there is no eoo^ 
fifliing with the fain. 

This ifland lies in latitude 3° 43' fouth, and meridian diftance from port Babo, 
the iiland Timor, four hundred and eighty-fix miles : befides this ifland, here are witt’S- 
or ten other fmall iflands. ^ V ’V 

1 he inhabitants of this iiland are a fort of very tawny Indians, with long blat^ 
who in their mariners diller but little from the Mindanayans. and others of thefe 
iflands. 1 hefe feem to be the chief ; lor befidcs them we law alfo Ihock cufl-patj^ 
New-Guinea negroes, many of which are Haves to the others, but I think not all t dicy 
are very poor, wear no deaths, but have a clout about their middle, made of tbe' i^^^s 
of the tops of palnieto trees ; but the women had a fort of callico cloaths. .Their Chief 
oraaments are blue and yellow beads, worn about their wrills. The men arm them- 
ieives with bows and arrows, lanCcs, broad fwords, like thofe of Mindanao ; their ^ices 
are pointed with bone : they ftrike fifli very ingenioully with wooden fifs-gigs, aiid' 
a very in^nious way of making the filh. rife j for they have a piece of wood; 
;9luaouflj’ carved, , and painted much lilse a dolphin (and periiaps other figures) 
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they-Iet'^down into the water by a line with a fniall weight to fink it ; when they think 
It low enough, they haul the line into their boats very raft, and the fifli rife up after 
this figure, and they ftand ready to ftrike them when they are near the furface of the 
water ; but their chief livelihood is from their plantation's ; yet they have large boats, 
and go over to New Guinea, where they get flavcs, fine parrots, kc. which they carry 
to Goram and exchange for callicos. One boat came from thence a little before I ar- 
rived here, of whom I bought fome parrots, and would have bought a Have, but they 
•would not barter for any thing but callicos, which 1 had not. I'heir houfes on this 
fide were very fmall, and feemed only to be for ncccflity ; but on the o^er fide of the 
ifland we faw good large houfes : their proes arc narrow, with outriggers on each fide, 
like other Malayans. I cannot tell of what religion thefe are; but 1 think they are 
not Mahometans, by their drinking brandy out of the fame cup with us without any 
fcruple. At this ifland w'e continued till the 20th inflant, having laid in ftore of fuch 
roots and fruits as the ifland afl'orded. 

On the 20lh, at half an hour after fix in the morning, I weighed, and ftanding out 
we faw a large boat full of men lying at the nortii point of the ifland. As wc pafled by, 
they row'cd towards their habitations, where we fuppofed they had withdrawn themfelves 
for fear of us, though w'e gave them no caide of terror, or for fome difl'erenccs 
among tliemfclves. 

We flood to the northward till feven in the evening, then faw a rippling ; and the 
■w'ater being difcolourcd, we founded, and had but twenty-two fathom. I went 
about and flood to the weflvvard till tw'o next morning, then tacked again, and had 
thefe fevcral foundings: at eight in the evening, twenty-two; at ten, twenty-five; 
at eleven, twenty-leveii ; at twelve, twenty-eight fatliom ; at (wo in the morning 
twenty-fix; at four, twenty-four; at fix, twenty-three; at eight, Uvciiiy-cight ; at 
twelve, twenty-two. 

We pafled by many fmall iflands, and among many dangerous flinals, without any 
remarkable' occurrence, till the 4th of February, when m'c p:ot within th.ree leagues 
of the norih-wx'fl cape of New Guinea, called by the fiutch ('.ape Mabo. OiF 
this cape there lies a fmall woody ifland, and nnuiy ifland.s of ilillere.nt li/’;cs to the 
north and north-call of it. This part of New' Guinea i.s liigh land, aih-rtied with tall 
trees, that appeared very green and fluurilhing. 'liie Cape ilfell is not very high, but 
ends in a low fliarp point, anti on either tide tiiere appears another fuch point at equal 
diflances, which makes it refemhde a tliamoaJ. 'I'liis only a})ncars when you are 
abreafl of the middle point, and then you have no ground v.ilhhi three leagues of the 
ihore. 

In the aflornoon we paiTed by the cap/ \ and I'too.l over for the ifl inds. Before it w'as 
dark, we were got within a league of the weflermnrfll, but h:itl no ground with fifty 
fathom of line: howt’vcr, fea.ring to hand nea.rer in the dark, we tacked and flood 
to the eafl, and plied all night. I ke nerst morning we were got five or fix leagues 
to the eaflward of that ifland, and liuving the wind eafterly, we flood in to the north- 
W'urd among the ifland.s, founded, and had no ground; then 1 fint in my boat to 
found, and they had ground with fifty fathom near a mile from the fhore. We 
tacked before the boat came aboard again, for fear of a ihoal that was about a mile 
to the eafl of that ifland tho boat went to, from witence alfo a flioid-point flretchcd out 
itfell till it met ihc\ other: they brought with them fuch a cockle, as 1 have mentioned 
in my voyage round'-alic world, found near CcIcIhs, and they law many more, -fotne 
bigger than that whibh they bnjuglit aboard, as they faid, and lor this reafon I 
liamed it Cockle Ifland.X 1 lent tliem to found aga'n, ordering them to fire a mufltet 
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if they found good anchoring ; we were then (landing to the fouthward, with a fine 
breeze. As foon as they fired, I tacked and flood In ; they told me they had fifty 
fathom when they fired. I tacked again, and made all the fail I could to get out, 
being near fome rocky illands and Ihoals to leeward of us. The breeze increafed, 
and 1 thought we were out of danger, but having a fhoal juft by us, and the wind falling 
again, I ordered the boat to tow us, and by their help we got clear from it. We. had a 
ftrong tide fetting to the weftward. 

At one o’clock, being paft the fhoal, and finding the tide fetting to the weftward, I 
anchored in thirty-five fathom coarfe fand, with fmall coral and fliclls. Being neareft 
to Cockle Ifland, I immediately fent both the boats thither, one to cut wood, and the 
other to fifh. At four iii the afternoon, having a finall breeze at fouth-fouili-wefi, I 
made a fign for my boats to come on board. I’hey brought fome wood, and a few 
fmall cockles, none of them exceeding tea pounds weight, whereas the iliell of the 
great one weighed feventy-cight pounds ; but it was now high water, and therefore 
they could get no bigger: theyalfo brought on board fome pigeons, of wiiich we iuuud 
plenty on all the iflands where we touched in thefe feas : alfo in many places we faw 
many large bats, but killed none, except thofc I mentioned at Pulo SabuJa. As our 
boats came aboard, we weighed and made fail, Iteering eaft-fouth-caft as long as the 
v iud lu.'ld. In the morning we found we had got four or five leagues to the caft of 
the place where we weighed. We flood to and fro till eleven ; and finding that we 
loft ground, anchored in forty-two fathom coarfe gravelly fand, with fome coral. This 
morning we thought we faw a fail. 

In tile afternoon 1 went afhore on a fmall woody ifland, about two leagues from us. 
Here 1 fotiud the grealeft number of pigeons that ever I faw cither in the Eaft or 
Weft Indies, and iinull cockles in the fca round the ifland, in fuch quantities that we 
might liave laden the boat in an hour’s time, dhefewere not above ten or twelve 
pounds weiglit. We Cut fome wood, and brought oft cockles enough for all the fliip’s 
company, but having no finall fhot, we could kill no pigeons. 1 returned about four 
o’clock, and then my gunilcr and both mates wont thither, and in lefs than three quar- 
ters of an hour they killed and brought oft'tcn pigeons. Here is a tide: the flood lets 
well and the ebb caft, but the latter is very faint, and but of fmall continuance ; and 
fo w e found it ever fmee vve came ifom Timor ; the winds we found cafterly, between 
north-eaft and eaft-fouth-c-dl, fo that if thefe continue, it is imjioftible to beat farther 
to the caftw'ard on this coaft againft wind and current. 'I'hefe cafterly »v’nds increafed 
from the time we were in the latitude of about 2 ^ foiitli, and as we drew nigher the line 
they hung more cafterly ; and now being to the north of the continent of New Guinea, 
where the coaft lit s eaft and weft, I find the trade-wind here at caft, which yet in 
higher latitudes is ufually at north-north-weft and north-weft and fo 1 did expefl; thefn 
here, it being to the foiuh of the line. 

The 7 th, in tlie morning, I lent my boat afhore on Pigeon Ifland, and flaid till 
noon. In the afternoon my men returned, brought twenty-two jiigcons, and many 
cockles, fome ve ry large, fome finall : they alfo brought one cnipty (hell, that weighed 
two hundred and fifty-eight pounds. 

At four o’clock we weighed, having a fmall w^eftcrly wind .'uul a tide wdth us ; at 
feven in the evening we anchored in forty-two fathtmi, near King William’s Iflaivd, 
where 1 went afhore the next morning, drank His Majefty’s health, and honoured it 
with his name. It is about two leagues and a half in length, very high, and extraor- 
dinarily well clothed with woods ; the trees arc of divers forts, moft unknown Ui us, 
but all very green and flourifhing ; many of them had flowers, fome white, fome pur- 
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pie, other;, yellow ; all which fmclt very fragrantly : the trees arc generally tall and 
Itraight bodied, and may be fit for any ufe. 1 faw one of a clean body, without knot 
or limb, iixty or feventy feet high by ellimarion : it was three of my fathoms about, 
and kept its hignefs, without any feufible dccrcafe, even to the top. The mcDuld of the 
ifi.'.nd is l>lack, but not deep, it being very rocky. f)n the fidcs and top of the ifland 
are many palmeto trees, whofc heads we could difeern over all the other trees, but 
their bodies \vc could not fee. 

About one in the afternoon we weighed and Rood to the eaRward, between the main 
and King William’s Ifland. leaving t'lic ifland on our larboard fide, and founding till 
we were paR the ifland, and tlien we had no ground. Here we found the flood letting 
eaR-by-north, and the ebb weR-by-fouth ; there were Ihoals and fmall iflands between 
us and the main, which caufed the tide to let very inconliantly, and make many whirl- 
ings in the water j yet we tlid not find the tide to let Rrong any way, nor the water to 
life much. 

On the <}!h, being to the eaRward of King William’s llland, we plied all day between 
the main aiu! other iflands, having eaRerly winds and lair weather till feven the next 
morning ; thien wc had very hard rain till eight, and law many Ihoals of fifli : we lay 
becalmed oil a jiri tiy ilct'p bay on New Guincai, about twelve or lourteen leagues wide, 
and feven or eight leagues deep, having low laud near its bottom, but iiigh land without. 
R'hc calknmivni: part of New (luincafeeii, bore caR-by-ioutli, diilanl twelve leagues j 
Cape Main' wcfl-foulh-weR half-f luth, diRant feven leagues. 

At one in tin' ulicnioon it b.gan to rain, and coiui.iu'ed till lix in the evening, fo 
that having but little wind and iiioR calms, we lay Rill oil the lore-mentioned bay, 
having Kitig William's Ifland Rill in fight, liioii;',!! diRant by judgment lilteeti or lixteetl 
leagues w\'R. AVR; fmv many flio;ils ol liiiail lilh, loine llie.rks, ami leven or eight dol- 
phins, but eateh. d i-oiie. In the afternoon, beiiJg about lour leagues Irum the iiiorc, 
we law an opening in the land, which K-emed to afford good liarbour. In tlie even- 
ing WG faw a large fire there, and I intended to go in ;^if winds and weather would 
permit) to get fomc acquaintanee wiilt the natives. * 

Since the 4lh inflant that we palled C'.ape Mabo, to the latli, we liad fmall eall erly 
winds and calnw, lo that we anchored feveral limes, where 1 made iny men cut wood, 
that we might have a good Rock wluai a w'cRerly wind Ihuuld prefeni, and fo we plied 
to the eaRward, as winds and curreuis vvouhl permit, having not got in all above thirty 
leagues to thq eaRward of Cape Mabo ; but on the lath, at four in tii .■ afienioon, a 
fmall gale Iprung up at nortli-eafi-by-north, v\ith rain ; at five it flr.dlieJ about lononh- 
weR, from thence to the fouth-weR, and continued betwcim ihoR two points a pretty 
brifk gale, fo that wc made fail and Reeled away norih-eafl, till ilie 1 3th, iu the morn- 
ing, to get about the Cape of Good Hope ; when it was day we Reel ed north-eaR half- 
eaft, then north-eall-by-eaR, till fmeii .fclock, and being then feven or eigtit leagues 
ofi' fhore, W'e Recred away call, tlie more trending ealf-by-fouih ; we hail very much 
rain all night, fo tliat we could not carry much fail, yet w'e had a very IK ady gale. At 
eight this morning the w'calhcr cleared up, and the wind decreal'ed to a fine top-gallant 
gale, and fettled at well by fouth. We had more rain thefe three days paR, than all 
the voyage, in fo fliort a time. We were now about fix leagues from the land of New 
Guinea, which appeared \ery high ; and we law two head- lands about twenty leagues 
afunder, the one to the eaR, and tlie other to the welt, which laR is called the Cape of 
Good Hope. We found variation eafl 4". 

The 15th, in the morning, between twelve and two o’clock, it blew a very brifk gale 
at norih-weft, and looked very black in the fouth-weR. At two it flew about at once to 
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llie fouih-*'outli-wefl:, and rained very hard. The wind fettled fonietime at wleft-fouth- 
weft, and we fteend eaft-noi th-eafl; till three in the morning; the» the wind and rain 
abating, we fleered ead-half-north fur fear of coming near the land. Prefcntly after, 
it being a liitle clear, ih(‘ in^n at ihe bowfprit end, called out, land on our (larboard 
bow ; we looked out and law it plain : 1 prefcntly founded, and had but ten fathom 
foft ground. The mailer, being fumewhat feared, came running in hafte with this 
news, and (aid it was befl to anchor ; I told him no, but found again ; then w'e had 
twelve iathnm ; the next call: thirleen and a hall ; the fourth, fevcnlecn fathom; and 
th,“'> no ground witli fifty lalliom line. However, we kept ofl tlio illand, and did not 
go fo fait hut that w'c could lee any other danger belure we came nigh it; for here 
might liave been more ifianda not laid down in my drafts belides t!:is ; for I fearched 
all the tiraits 1 hail, li perchance 1 might find any illand in the one, which was not 
in the others, but 1 could liud none near u.s. W'^hen it wa^ day, we were about live 
leagues eil lin- land we law ; bail, I believe, ii-)t above live miles, or at moll two leagues 
elf ii, when v.e fna'l law it in tin night. 

'I'liis is a I'm, ill illand, but pnity high; I named it Providence. About five 
h'agtii's to t!u' lout h\\ aid of this, there is another illand, w'hich is called William 
.Sciitiien’s Iflaad, and laid down in our dralts ; it is a liigh illand, and about tw'enty 
leagues loiign 

it was by mere providence that w'e milled the fmail illand ; for had not the wind 
come to well-lout h-\vcll, and blown hard, lo that we lleercd Cafl-north-eail, w'e had 
been upon it by our courle that we (leered before, if we could not have feen it. This 
nu'niiiig we fiw many gnsit trees and logs Iwim by us; which, it is probable, came- 
out of lome great rivers on ilie main. 

On the i6rli, we crolled the line, and found variation 6 26' eall. The 18th, by my 
obfervaiion at noon, we iiuiiul lh;u we had had a current letting to tile fontiiward, and 
pri'bahly ibac drew us in fo nigh beouten’s Illand. for this ivventy-lour hours we 
fleered eall-by-north with a large wind, yet made but an eall-by-l'outh half-fouih courfe, 
though the variation wasifot above 7 'call. 

'I’lie 2 til, we had a current fet'ing to the northward, which is againll the true 
trade moiifoon, it being nou' near the lull moon. 1 did expect it here, as in all other 
places. We had vtiriation 8 ' 45' call. 'I'he 2 2d we loiind but little current, if any, 
it let to the fouihvvard. 

On the 2:;d, in the afternoon, we law two fnakes, and the next morning 
another, jjaliing by us, which was furioufly allaulted by two lillies, biat had kept us 
comjwny live or fix days ; they wore lhaped like inackarel, and wei e about that bignefs 
and length, and of a yillow greenilh colour. The I'nake fwum away from them very 
fall, keeping hi.s head above water; tlie filh fnapped at his tail, but when he turned 
himfelf, lb;it lilh would wiilidraiv, and another would fnap, fo that bv turns they kept 
him oni[)luyed, yet he Hill delendcd himfelf, and fwain away a great pace, till they were 
out oi light. 

The 25ih, betimes in the morning, we faw' an illanJ to the foulhward of us, at about 
fifteen leagues dillance. We fleered away for it, fiippoling it to be that which the 
Hutch call Wifliart’s Illand, but finding it otherwife, I called it Matthias, it being that 
faint’s day. '1 his illand is about nine or ten leagues long^ mountainous and woody, 
with many lavannahs, and foine Ipois ol land which feemeti to be cleared. 

At eight in the evening we lay by, intending, if I could, to anchor under Matthias 
Iflc ; I)ut the next morning, feeing another illand about feven or eight leagues to the 
eallward of it, we fleered away for it ; at noon we came up fair with its fouth-weil end, 

392 imeuding 



484 DAMPI£R*S ACCOUNT OF NEW HOLLAND. 

intending to run along by it, and anchor on the fouth-eaft fide, but the tornadoes came 
in fo thick and bard, that I could not venture in. This illand is pretty low and plain, 
and c lotlied with wood ; the trees were very green, and appeared to be large and tall, 
as thick as they could ftand one by another. It is about ty/o or three leagues long, and 
at the I’outh-wcft point there is another fm.ill low woody ifland, about a mile round, and 
about a mile from the other. Between them there runs a reef of rocks, which joins 
them. (The biggeft, I named Squally Ifland). 

Seeing we could not anchor here, I flood away to the fouthward, to make the main; 
but having many hard fqualls and tornadoes we were often forced to hand all our fails 
and fleer more eaflerly to go before it. On the 26th, at four o’clock, it cleared up to 
a hard fky, and a brilk fettled gale; then we made as much fail ts we could. At five 
it cleared up over the land, and we faw, as we tlioughl, (. .'jk H.'lomafwer bearing 
fouth-fouth-eafl, diflance ten leagues. We had many great logs and trees .bvimming 
by us all this afternoon, and much grafs ; we fleered in hni'h-fotU'’. call tili fix, then 
the wind flackciied, and we flood off till feven, having linl' .vniJ ; then we layby 
till ten, at which time we made fail, and fteereil away call ;dl lOglii. fl'.e n. xt morn- 
ing, as fooji as it was light, we made all the fail we could, and fleered away eafl-fouth- 
eafl, as the land lay, being fair in fight of it, and not above fewn leagtu s datance. We 
paflTcd by many finall low woody iflands which lav Itetween us and the main, not laid 
down in our drafts. We found variation 9° 50' eafl. 

The 28ih we had many violent tornadoes, witid, rain, and fome fpoiits-, and in the 
tornadoes the wind fliifted. In the night we had fair weather, hut more lightning ihati 
we had feen at any time this voyage. 'J'his nn'ming we left a large higit ifland on our 
larboard-fidc, called in the Dutch drafts Wilhari’s Ifle, about fix leagues from the 
main, and feeing many finoaks upon the main, I ihcref rc fleered toward;', it. 

The main land at this place is high and niuuiitainojs, adorned with tall 11 ourifhing 
trees ; the fidcs of the hills had many large plaiitatii )n,s and patches ifl clear land, 
which, together with the fmoaks we faw, were certain figns of its being well inhabited ; 
and I was defirous to have Ibme commerce with the inhabitaifls. Being nigh fhore, we 
faw firft one proc, a little after, two or lluxe more, and at lalt a great many boats came 
from all the adjacent bays ; when they were forty-fix in nuniber they a])j)roached fb 
near us, that we could fee each others ligns, atid hear each other fpeak, though vve 
could not underfland them, nor they us ; they made figns for us to go in towards the 
fhore, pointing that way ; it was rqually weather, wliich at firfl made me cautious of 
going too near; but the weather begmi.mg to look pretty well, I endeavoured to get 
into a bay a-hcad of us, which we could have got into well enough at firfl ; but while 
we lay by, we were driven fo far to leev.ard, that now it was more diflicult to get in. I'he 
natives lay in their proes round uj; to whom I fliewed beads, knives, glaffes, (0 allure 
them to come nearer, but they would not c<vme fo nigh as to receive any thing from 
us ; therefore I threw out fome I'liuc, • to tlscm, viz. a knife faflened to a piece of board, 
and a glafs bottle corked up wi'.li loiue beads in it, which they took up and feenied 
well pleafed. d’hey often flruck their left hvraft with their right hand, and as often 
held up a black truncheon over their heads, whicii we thought was a token of friendfhip, 
wherefore we did the like : and when we flood in towards their fhore, they feemed to 
rejoice, but when we ftoetd off, they frowned, yet kept us company in their proes, 
ftill pointing to the fljore. About five o’clock vve got within the mouth of the bay, 
fl’veral times, but had no ground, though within a mile of the fhore. 
*1 he bafo^ of this bay was above two miles within us, into which we might have 
gone}. but ^ I was not affured of anchorage there, fo 1 thought it not prudent 
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to run In at this time, it being near night, and feeing a black tornado rifing in the 
weft, which I moft feared ; belides, we had near two hundred men in proes, clofe 
by us ; and the bays on the ihore wore lined with men from one end to the other, 
where there could not be lefs.ihan three or four hundred more. What weapons they 
had, we know not, nor yet their defign ; therefore I had, at their firft coming near us, 
got up all our fmall arms, and made i'eve-. al put on cartcnch boxes to prevent treachery. 
At lail I refulved to go out again; which, when the iia ivcs in their proes perceived, 
they began to fling ftones at us as fall as th''y could, being provided with engines for 
that piirpofe, wherefore 1 named this pl.ice Slingcr’s Bay ; but at the firing of one 
gun they were all amazed, drew oft', and flung no more ftones. 'I’hey got together, as 
if confuiting what to do, for they did not m ike in towards the fhorc, but lay (till, 
though I'mne of them were killed or wounded, and many more of them had paid for 
their boUnefs, but that 1 was unwilling to cut off any of them ; which if 1 had done, I 
could nor hope afterwards to bring them to treat with me. 

'J he next Jay we failed clofe by an ifland, where wefaw many fmo-ks, and men in the 
bays ; out of winch came two or three canoes, taking much pains to overtake us but 
then could not. though we went with an eafy fail, and 1 could not now ftay for them. 
As i palt by the f/Uth- aft point, 1 lounded feveral times within a mile of the Sandy 
Bays, but had no groutu) : about three leagues to the northward of the fouth-eafl point. 
We opened a lai-g<' J e|) bay, (vcurctl from weft-north-wcfl and fouth-weft winds. 
There were two other ill. md mb u lay to the north-eaft of it, which fecured the bay 
from norib-ealt winds ; one wa^ Ivat tuvall, yet woody ; the other was a league long, 
inhabiti'd, and hill of cocoa-nm-rrees. I endeavoured to get into this bay, but there 
came I'uch flaws oil’ from the ln;;h land over it, that I could not ; belides, we had many 
hard rqualls, whic!) ileterred me from it ; and niglit coming on, 1 would not rim any 
hazard, but bore away to the fmall inhabited ifland, to fee if we could get anchorage 
on the call fide of it. WTcn we came there, we found the ifland fo narrow, that there 
could be no Ihelier ; therefore I lacked and flood toward the greater ifland again ; and 
being more than midway b(^tween both, I lay by, defigningto endeavour for anchorage 
next morni .g. Bi tween feven and eight at night, we fpied a canoe clofe by us, and 
feeing no more, futlered her to come aboard. She had three men in her, who brought 
oft' live cocoa-nuts, for which I gave each of them a knife and a firing of beads, to 
encourage them to come oil' again in the morning ; but before thefo went away, we 
faw two more canoes coming ; therefore we flood away to the northwa’";! from them, 
and then lay by again till day. We faw no more boats this night, neither defigned to 
fufl'er any to come aboard in the dark. 

By nine o’clock the next morning, we were got within a league of the great ifland, 
but were kept off by violent gulls of wind. Thefe fqualls gave us warning of their 
approach, by the clouds which hung over the mountains, and afterwards defeended to 
the foot of them ; and then it is we expeft them fpcedily. 

On the 3 d of March, being about five leagues to leeward of the great ifland, we faw the 
main land a-head, and another great high ifland to leeward of us, diftance about feven 
leagues ; which we bore away for. It is called in the Dutch drafts Garret Dennis Ifle. 
It is about fourteen or fifteen leagues round ; high and mountainous, and very woody; 
fomc trees appeared very large and tall ; and the bays by the fea-fide are w'ell ftored with 
cocoa-nut trees ; where we alf'o faw fome fmall houles. The fides of the mountains are 
thick fet with plantations ; and the mould in the new cleared land feemed t^ybe of a 
brown reddifh colour. 'I'his ifland is of no regular figure, but is full of pointl'ftiooting 
forth into the fca, between which are many fandy bays, full of cocoa-nut trees. The middle 
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of the- iile lies In 3® 10' fouth laiituile. It Is very jpopulous ; the nativoG are very black, 
ftroi/c- wcl! linilied peojde; having great round heads, their hair naturally curled 
and fhort, which they fhave into fevcral forms, and dye it allb of divers colours, viz. 
r>'d, am! y.iiow. 'f’hev have broad round faces, witli great bottle-nofes, ye!, 

agreeahk' ennu;;'., lill they dit.ugure them by painting, and by wearing great things 
through their notes as big as a man’s thumb, and about four inches long ; theie are 
run clear tlirougli both noflrils, one end comltig (uit by one cheek-bon •, and 
the other end agaiidl the other ; rend their noms fo ih-clc'ied, tliat only a Imall li,p f,f 
them appears about the ornament ; they have alio gn a: holes in their ears, wherein 
they wear fach (luifas in their noles. 'i’lu y are vei'v dextrous active fellows in their 
proes, which are very ingem’oufly built. They an: iiarrovv and long, with out-rr 'n rs 
.on one fide, the head and Hern higher than the red, and carved into nrany device;-, 
viz. fome fowl, fiOi. or a man’s head painted or carved ; and. though it is bur rud.lv 
done, yet the re/i'iubkmce appears plainly, tmd flicws am itigiiiious iae.cy. Hut with 
what inllruments they make tlnir })!ocs or carved work, I know mn, i'm- the) I'eein to 
be utterly ignorant of iron. They have very neat paddles, with which they manage 
their prois dextroufly, and make great wt-tV lltrough the water. 'J'heir weapons are 
chiefly lances, fwands atid lling-.s, and lome b.nvs :\nd arrows : they htive alk) wooden 
fifsgigs, for linking lifli. 'I'hofe that came to affault us in SHngtrs Hay on the main, 
are in all refjX'Cts like ihefc' ; tirid I believe thefe are alike treaclicrous. 'i'heir fpccch 
is clear and diliinct ; the words they ufed moll, when near us, were vacoufa oHanuiii. 
and tiien they pointed to the Ihore. Their figns of frieiidlliip are citiur a groa* 
truncheon, or bow of a tree full of leaves, put on their heads, olleti linking their head.v 
with their hands. 

d'iie next day, having a frefii gale of wind, we got umUr a high illand, abemt four 
or live leagues round, very woody, and full of plantations upon the lides of the hills; 
and in the bays, by the water- fide, arc abundance of cocoa-nut irec-s. It lies in the lati- 
tude of 3° 25' foutli, and meridian dillancc from Cape IVIabo 1316 miles. On the fuutli- 
caft part of it arc three or four other fmall woody illands,* one high and peaked, the 
other low' and Hat, all l)ede(:kcd with cocoa-nut trees aiid other wooil. On the mirth 
there is another illand of an indili'ercnt height, and of a fonu:what larger ci''eumler- 
cnce than tlie great high illand lall-mcntioned. We palfed between this and the liigh 
illand. The high illand is called in the Dutch drafts Anthony Cave’s Illand. As 
for the flat Ipw illand, and the other fmali one, it is probable they were never I'etn by 
the Dutch, nor the illands to the north of Carrot Dennis’s Illand. As loon as w'e came 
near Cave’s Illand, fome canoes came about us, and made figns for us to come afhorc, 
as all tlic reft had done before, prol)ably thinking wc could run the fliip a ground any 
where, as they did their proes, for we faw neither fail nor anchor among any of them, 
though moll Eaftera Indians have both. Thefe had proes made of one tree, well dug, 
with out-riggers on one lido ; they were but fmall, yet well lhaped. AVe endeavoured to 
anchor, but found no ground within a mile of the fliore ; we kept clofe al.ng the 
norlh-fide, ftili iounding till we came to the norlh-eall end, but found no ground, tlie 
canoes ftil! accompanying us, and the bays were covered with men going along as we 
failed ; manyxof them llrovc to fwim oft' to us, but we left them aftern. Being at the 
north call poinA we found a llrong current felting to the nonh-well, fo that though 
we had fleered i(\jecf p under the high illand, yet wc w'crc driven towards th;; flat one. 
At . this time thn c (^.f the naiives catne on board : I gave each of them a knife, a iouk- 
ing.glafs, and a llrinjh of beads. 1 Ihewed them pumpkins and cocoa-nut (hells, and 
made* figns to them bring fome aboard, and had prcfcntly three cocoa-nuts out of 
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one of the canoes. I (hewed them nutmegs, and by their figns I guelfcd they had 
fonie ('U the ifland. 1 alfo (liewod them fome gold-dud, which they feeincd to know, 
and called out Manned, Maiineel, and pohitcd towards the land. A while after thefe 
men were gone, two or three canoes came Irom the flat ifl and, and by figns invited us 
to their ifland, al which the others I'eemcd difpleail'ed, and ufed very menacing geftures 
and (I believe) f’pceches to each other. Night coming on, we flood ofl' to fea, and 
havieg but li'ile wind all niglit, were driven avvav to the north-weft. We faw many 
great fin s on the flat iflemd. 'I'he laft men that came off to us were all black, as thofe 
W(' hrai fi eo before, wi'!i f'n?:ded hair ; they were very tall, lufty, v/ell-fhapcd men, 
they W'ear great thing' in tiieir nofes, and paint as :he others, but not much ; they 
n.<.ke the fame fij',ns of frieiidfhip, ar.d their language feenis to be one ; but the others 
h.u! pi'oes, and tli. ! ' c.'.noes. On ihc Tides of Ibine of thefe wc faw the figures of fe- 
veri'l filh in ady cut ; aiul tin, fe laft were not lb fliy as the others. 

Steering away from (.'ava.’s IP.and fouth-foulh-caft, we found a ftrong current againft 
us, wliich fet (eily in foine ph'ees in (ireams, and in them we faw many trees and logs 
of v.> ovl, which drove by I's. We had but little wood aboard ; wherefore 1 hoifted out 
the pinnace, and lent her to lake up foinc of this drih-wood. In a little time (he came 
aboard witii r. great tree In a tow, which we could hardly hoift in with all our tackles. 
We cut up the tree and fpiit it for fire-wood. It was •im.ch worm-eaten, and had in 
it fome live wornis ab Ve an iiu:!i long, atid about tb.c bignofs of a goofe-qiiill, and 
having th'.-ir heads crui! :\i owr widi a thin Ihell. 

Aiio” this we pai'lld liy an iiland, called by the Dutch St. Jedin’s Iflr.nd, leaving it 
to th • ni'rtli ( i us. It is ab mt nine or ten leagues round, and very well adorned with 
lofty tr»e:-. ^Ve ic.w manv piantatieais tn the lilies ef the hills, and abuniianre of cocoa- 


nut trees iiboat them, as a 
near it, tin ^e ea.m ea.ii'e 
we liad leen about ti ■" oilr 


ho thicl; groves on the bays bv tlie fea-Jide. bs wo came 
‘.el ti? us, but wi'uid not C‘!;’'.e abuaid; they were fuch as 
■1 i I ...ds ; they fpoke thi’ f.iine language, and made the fame 


fign.-: '.‘1 peace, atio tiion 
We fiood ahiii!; b\ M' 
and then f“ri!,g no luer! 
luuh'r llii'^, 1 I'iet r. il awar 
to the call: of it, on llii.s 
was to get w ood and w.t 


• e ;no s were Inch as at Cave's bland. 

. .1 blind, till we cant'' rdmoll to the fouth-caft point, 
uhuii.' to ilie eiu'Kvard ( 1 us, nor ttny likelihood of anchoring 
y V n- the main of New Cninea, we bei:;g now', as I fui'pofed, 
uorth-fide. tMy defign of fe-eing iliefe iflands as 1 paffed along, 
V r, 1 ut C'.'tdd find no anehor ground, and therefore could not 


do as I pur])OKd : Iwfkk.', thefe ifla: 
boat aii.oie, uni h- 1 ceiih* haic one 


are all lo pcipulous. that 1 dared not fend my 
vJ niedi ; wherefore I /.idler chofb to 


])rok'cutit my d'. ilgii on tlie 
judged the welieidy whius w. 
On tl'.e Sth of hlf.rci) \i e i 


r.iaii', tlie feale-ii el 1 lie year beiiig now at hand, for I 
I'l ni/h f;iei!r. 

a a fi ine Inioaks on the main, being diftant from it four 


or five leagues: it is \erv Itigh, woody land, with fonic fpots of lavannali. About ten 
in the morning fix or le\ n canoes came oil to us', moil id tlic.r, had no more than 
onchnau in them; they were ail black, with Ihort curled hair, liiiving the fame orna- 
ments in their ucifes, aiid ilieir 111 ads ib fiiavcd and painted, and Ipeaking the fame 
words as the inhabiiants of Cave’s Ilkuid before meiuiotied. 


'1 here was a head la;. d to the ibullnvard of us, beyond wdiich feeing no land, T fitp- 
pofed that from thence 1 1 , e huni ircitds away more wefterly. 'This head-land lies in 
the latitude of 5'' 2' loath, and liseri'dian diftance from Cape Mabo 1290 miles. In 
the night wc lay by. Tor fear of over-lhooling this head-land, between whicii atid 
Cape St. Maries the laud is high, mountainous and woody, having many points of land 
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(hooting out Into the fea, which make fo many fine bays ; the coaft lies north-north-eaft 
and fouth-fouth-weft. 

The 9th in the morning a huge black man came off to us in a canoe, but would 
not come aboard. He made the fame figns of friend fhip to us as the reft we had met 
with ; yet feemed to diffcT in his language, not ufing any of thofe words which the 
others did. We faw neither fmoaks nor plantations near this head-land. We found 
here variation 1 ° eaft. 

In the afternoon, as we plied near the Ihore, three canoes came off to us ; one had 
four men in her, the others two a-piece. That with the four men came pretty nigh 
us, and Ihcwcd us a cocoa-nut and water in a bamboo, making figns that there was 
enough afhore where tlicy lived ; they pointed to the place where tliey would have us 
go, and fo w^ent away. We faw a fmall round pretty high iiland about a league to the 
north of this head-land, within which there was a large de(;p bay, whither the canoes 
went ; and we ftrove to get thitlicr before night, but could not ; wherefore we ftood 
off, and faw land to the weftward of this head-land, bearing weft-by-fouth half-fouth, 
diftance about ten leagues ; and, as w'e thought, ftill more land bearing fouth-w'eft-by- 
fouth, diftance twelve or fourteen leagues j but being clouded, it difappeared, and we 
thought we had been deceived. Before night we opened the head-land fair, and I 
named it Cape St. George. I'he land from hence trends aw^ay weft-north-weft about 
ten leagues, which is as far as we could fee it ; and the land that we faw' to the w'eftward 
of it in the evening, which bore weft-by-fouth half-l’outh, w'as another point about ten 
leagues from Cape St. George; between which there runs in a deep bay for twenty 
leagues or more. We faw fomc high land in fpots like iflands, down in that bay at a 
great diftance ; but whether they are iflands, or the main clofing there, we know not. 
I’he next morning we faw other land to the fouth-call: of the weftermoft point, which 
till then was clouded ; it was very high land, and the lame that we faw the day before 
that difappeared in a cloud. This Cape St. George lies in the latitude of 5’ 5' fouth ; 
and meridian diftance from Cape Mabo 1290 miles. The iiland off this cape, 1 called 
St. George’s Ille ; and the bay between it and the weft point .1 named St. George’s Bay. 
Note, no Dutch drafts go fo far as this cape by ten leagues. On the loth, in the 
evening, we got within a league of the weftermoft land feen, which is pretty high and 
very woody, but no appearance of anchoring. 1 ftood off again, defigning if poflible, 
to ply to and fro in this bay, till I found a conveniency to wood and water. We faw 
no more plantations nor cocoa-nut-trees ; yet in the night we difeerned a fmall fire 
right againft us. The next morning wc law a burning mountain in the country. It 
was round, high, and peaked at top, as molt volcanoes arc, and fent forth a great 
quantity of fraoak. We took up a log of drift wood, and fplit it for firing ; in which, 
we found fome fmall filh. 

The day after, we palled by the fouth-weft cape of this bay, leaving it to the north of 
us : when wc were abreaft of it, I called my officers together, and named it Cape 
Orford, in honour of my noble patron, drinking his Lordlhip’s health. I’his cape 
bears from Cape St. George fouth-weft about eighteen leagues. Between them there 
is a bay about twenty- five lcaguc%deep, having pretty high land all round it, efpecially 
near the capes, though they themfeivcs are not higli. Cape Orford lies in the latitude 
of 5° 24' fouth, by my obfervation ; and meridian diftance from Cape St. George, 
forty* four miles weft. Tl^e land trends from this cape north- weft by welt into the 
bay, and on the other fide fouth-weft per compafs, which is fouth-weft 9” weft, allowing 
the variation, which is here 9“ eaft. The land on each fide of the cape is more 
Ikvannah than wood land, and is higheft on the north- weft fide. The cape Uielf is a 
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ttluff.pointy of an indifferent heighth, with a flat table>knd at top. When we were to 
the fouth-weft of the cape, it appeared to be a low point {hooting out, which you cannot 
fee when abreaft of it. This morning wc (truck a log of drift-wood with our turtle- 
irons, hoifted it in, and fplit.it for fire- wood. Afterwards we (truck another, but 
could not get it in. There were many fifli about it. 

We fleered along fouth-weft as the land lies, keeping about fix leagues off the 
fhore ; and being defirous to cut wood and fill water, if 1 faw any conveniency, I lay 
by in the night, becaufe I would not mifs any place proper for thofe ends, for fear of 
wanting fuch neceffaries as we could not live without. This coaft is high and moun- 
tainous, and not fo thick with trees as that on the other fide of Cape Orford. 

On the 14 th, feeing a pretty deep bay a-head, and foine iflands where 1 thought we 
might ride fecure, we ran in towards the fliorc and faw fomc fmoaks. At ten o’clock 
we faw a point, which {hot out pretty well into the fea, with a bay within it, which 
promifed fair for water ; and we ftood in with a moderate gale. Being got into the 
bay within the point, we faw many cocoa-nut-trees, plantations, and houfes. When 
1 came within four or five miles of the fhore, fix fmall boats came off to view us, with 
about forty men in them all. Perceiving that they only came to view us, and would 
not come aboard, I made figns and waved to them to go alhore; but they did not or 
would not underftand. me ; therefore I w'hiftled a fhot over their heads out of my 
fowling-piece, and then they pulled away for the fhore as hard as they could. Thefe 
were no fooner afhore, but we faw three boats coming from the iflands to leeward of us, 
and they foon came within call, for we lay becalmed. One of the boats had about 
forty men in her, and was a large well-built boat ; the other two were but fmall. 
Not long after, I faw another boat, coming out of the bay where I intended to go j fhe 
likewife was a large boat, with a high head and Hern painted, and full of men ; this 
I thought came off to fight us, as it is probable they all did ; therefore 1 fired another 
fmall fliot over the great boat that w'as nigh us, which made them leave their babling 
take to their paddles. We flill lay becalmed j and therefore they rowing wide of 
os, direfled their courfe toward the other great boat that was coming off : when they 
were pretty near each other I caufed the gunner to fire a gun between them, which he 
■did very dexteroufly ; it was loaden with round and partridge-fhot ; the laft dropped 
in the water fomcw'hat fliort of them, but the round fhot went between both boats, and 
grazed about one hundred yards beyond them j this fo affrighted them, that they both 
rowed away for the fliore as faft as they could, without coming near each other ; and 
the little boats made the belt of their way after them : and now having a gentle breeze 
at fouth-fouth-eaft, we bore into the bay after them. When we came by the point, I 
law a great number of men peeping from under the rocks ; I ordered a fhot to be 
fired clofe by, to fcare them. The fhot grazed between us and the point, and mount- 
ing again, flew over the point, and grazed a fecond time juft by them. We were 
obliged to fail along clofe by the bays ; and feeing multitudes fetting under the trees, I 
ordered a third gun to be fired among the cocoa-nut-trees to fcare them ; for my 
bufinefs being to wood and water, I thought it nectary to ftrike fome terror into the 
inhabitants, who were very numerous, and (by what I faw now', and had formerly ex- 
perienced) treacherous. After this I fent my boat to found | they had firfl forty, then 
thirty, and at laft twenty fathom water. We followed the boat, and came to anchor 
ateut a quarter of a mile from the fhore, in twenty-fix fathom water, fine black fand 
and oaze. We rode right againfl the mouth of a fmall river, where I hoped to find 
frefh water. Some of me natives (landing on a fmall point at ^e river’s mouthy I £ent 
a fmall fhot over their heads to fright them, which it did effe^ally. In the after- 
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noon I fent my boat afliore to the natives who ftood upon the point by the river’s 
mouth with a prefent of cocoa-nuts j when the boat was come near the fliore, they 
came running into the water, and put their nuts into the boat. I’hen I made a fignal 
for the boat to come aboard, and font both it and the yawl into the river to look for 
freih water, ordering the pinnace to lie near the river’s mouth, while the yawl went 
uptofearch. In an hour’s time they returned aboard with foine barrecoes full of 
frelh water, which they had taken up about half a mile up the river. After which I 
fent them again with calks, ordering one of them to fill water, and the other to watcli 
the motions of the natives, left they fliould make any oppolition ; but they did not, and 
fo the boats returned a little before fun-fet with a tun and half of water ; and the next 
day by noon brought aboard about fix tuns of water. 

I fent alhore commodities to purchafe hogs, &c. being informed that the natives have 
plenty of them, as alfo of yams and other good roots ; but my men returned without 
getting any thing that I fent them for ; the natives being unwilling to trade with us j 
yet they admired our hatchets and axes, but would part with nothing but cocoa-nuts, 
whicii they ufed to climb the trees for ; and fo foon as they gave them our men, they 
beckoned to them to be gone, for they w'ere much afraid of us. 

The 18th, I fent both boats again for w'ater, and before noon they had filled all my 
calks. In the afternoon I fent them both to cut wood ; but feeing about forty natives 
Handing on the bay at a fmall diftance from our men, I made a fignal for them to 
come aboard again, which they did, and brought me word that the nu n which vve faw 
on the bay were palling that way, but were afraid to come nigh them. At four o’clock 
I fent both the boats again for more wood, and they returned in the evening. 'I'hen I 
called my officers to confult whether it were convenient to ftay here lunger, and 
endeavour a. better acquaintance with thefe people, or go to fea. My defign of tarrying 
here longer, was, if poffible, to get fome hogs, goats, yams, or other roots ; as alfo to 
get fome knowdedge of the country and its produft. My officers unanimoully gaVO: 
their opinions for Haying longer here. So the next day I fent both boats a'bore ags^ 
to fifh and to cut more w’ood. While they were aihore, about thirty or forty men and 
women palfed by them ; they were a little afraid of our people at firft, but upon their 
making figns of friendlhip, they palfed by quietly ; the men finely bedecked with 
feathers of divers colours about their heads, and lances in their hands ; the women had 
no ornament about them, nor any thing to cover their nakeclnofs, but a bunch of fmall 
green boughs dicfore and behind, ftuck under a firing which came round their waifts. 
They carried large balkets on their heads, full of yams. And this I have obferved 
amongft all the wild natives I have known, that they make their women carry the 
burdens, while the men walk before, without any other load than their arms and orna- 
ments. At noon our men came aboard with the wood they had cut, and had catched 
but fix fifties at four or five hauls of the fain, though we faw abundance of filh leaping 
in the bay all the day long. 

In the afternoon 1 lent the boats afliore for more wood ; and fome of our men went 
to the natives’ houfes, and found |Jiey were now more Ihy than they ufed to be ; had 
taken down all the cocoa-nuts from the trees, and driven away their hogs. Our 
people made figns to thein to know what was become of their hogs, &c. The natives 
pointing to fome houfes in the bottom of the bay, and imitating the noife of thofe 
creatures, feemed to intimate that there were both hogs and goats of feveral fizes, 
which they expreffed by holding their hands abroad at feveral diftances from the 
grounjl. 
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At night DTlr boats came aboard with wood ; and the next morning I went myfelf 
with both boats dp the river to the watering-place, carrying with me all fuch trifli^ and 
iron-work as I thought nioft proper to induce theni to a commerce with us ; but 
I found them very fhy and roguiih. I faw but two •men and a boy : one of the men 
by fome figns was perfuacled to come to the boat’s fide, where I was ; to him I gave 
a knife, a firing of beads, and a glaf's-bottle ; the fellow called out, “ Cocos, cocos,” 
pointing to a village hard by, and fignified to us that he would go for fome ; but he 
never returned to us ; and thus they had frequently of late i'erved our men, I took 
eight or nine men with me, and marclicd to their houfes, which I found very mean, and 
their doors made fad with withes. 

I vifited three of their villages, and finding all the houfes thus abandoned by the 
inhabitants, W'ho carried with them all their hogs, &c. I brought out of their houfes 
fome fmall fifhing-ncts in recompence for thofc things they had received of us. As 
we w'ere coming away we faw two of the natives ; 1 fltewed them the things that we 
carried with us, and called to them, “ Cocos, cocos,” to let them know that I took 
thefe tilings bccaufe they had not nitidc good what tiicy had promifed by their figns, 
and by their calling out Cocos. While 1 was thus employed, the men in the yawl filled 
two hogfheads of water, and all the barrecoes. About one in the afternoon I came 
aboard, and found all my officers and men very importunate to go to that bay where 
the hogs were faid to be. I was loth to yield to it, fearing they would deal too 
roughly with the natives. By two o’clock in the afternoon many black clouds gathered 
over the land, which I thought w'ould deter them from their enterprizc ; but they 
folicitccl me the more to let them go. At laft 1 confented, fending thofc commodities 
I had alhore with me in the morning, and giving them a firi£l charge to deal by fair 
means, and to atl cautioufly for their own fecurity. The bay 1 fent them to was 
about two miles from the fhip. As foon as they were gone, I got all things ready, that, 
if I faw occafion, I might alfifl; them with my great guns. When they came to land, 
the natives in great companies flood to refifl them, fhaking their lances, and threaten- 
ing them ; and fome were fo daring, as to wade into the fea, holding a target in one 
hand and a lance in the other. Our men held up to them fuch commodities as I hati.. 
fent, and made figns of friendfliip, but to no purpofe, for the natives waved them olR 
Seeing therefore they could not be prevailed upon to a friendly commerce, my men> 
being refolved to have fome provifion among them, fired fome mufkets to fcare them 
away ; which had the defired efieft upon all but two or three, who flood flill in a 
menacing poflure, till the boldefl dropped his target and ran away ; they fuppofed he 
was fliot in the arm : he and fome others felt the finart of our bullets, but none were 
killed ; our defign being rather to fright than to kill them. Our men landed, and 
found abundance of tame hogs running among the houfes. They fhot down nine, 
which they brought away, beiides many that ran away wounded. They had but little 
time ; for in lefs than an hour after they went from the fhip it began to rain ; whereficure 
they got what they could into the boats, for I had charged them to come away 
if it rained. By the time the boat was aboard, ant^ the hogs taken in, it cleared up, 
and my men defired to make another trip thither before night ; this was about five in 
the evening, and I confented, giving them orders to repair on board before night. In 
the clofe of the evening they returned accordingly, with eight hogs more, and a little 
live pig; and by this time the other hogs were jerked and faked. Th^C that came 
laft we only dreffed and corned till morning ; and then fent both boats amore for more 
refrefhments either of hogs or roots : but in the night the natives had conveyed away 
their pfovifions of all forts. Many of them were now about the houfes, and ho*e 
offered to refill our boats landing, b&t on the contrary were fo amicable, that one 
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Ibjuwght ten or twelve cocoa-nuts, left them on the fliore after he had Ihewed them to 
our men, and went out of fight. Our people findbg nothing but nets and images, 
brought Ibme of them away, Mj^hich two of my men brought aboard in a fmall canou, 
and prefently after my boats iame off. I ordered the boatlwain to take care of the nets 
till we came at fome place where they might be difpofcd of for fome refrelhment for 
the ufe of all the company. ‘ The images I took into my own cuftody. 

In the afternoon I fent the canoe to the place from whence (he had been brought, 
and in her two axes, two hatchets (one of them helved), fix knives, fix looking-glaffes, 
a large bunch of beads, and four glafs bottles. Our men drew the canoe aihore, 'placed the 
thmgs to the beft advantage in her, and came off in the pinnace which I fent to guard 
them : and now being well flocked with wood, and all my water-cafks full, I refolved 
tq fail the next morning. All the time of our flay here we had very fair weather, only 
fbmetimes in the afternoon we had a fhower of rain, which lafled not above an hour at 
mofl i alfo fome thunder and lightning, with very little wind : we had fea and land 
breezes, the former between the fouth-fouth-eafl, and the latt(j|: from north-call to 
xiorth-wefl. 

This place I named Port Montague, in honour of my noble patron : it lies in the 
latitude of 6® i o' fouth, and meridian diflance from Cape St. George, one hundred 
and fifty-one miles weft. The country hereabouts is mountainous and woody, full of 
rich valleys and pleafant frefh water-brooks. The mould in the valleys is deep and 
yellowifh, that on the fides of the hill of a very brown colour, and not yery deep, 

but rocky underneath, yet excellent planting land. The trees in general are neither 

very flraight, thick nor tall, yet appear green and pleafant enough j fome of them bore 
flowers, fome berries, and others big fruits, but all unknown to any of us : cocoa-nut- 
trees thrive very well here, as well on the bays by the fea-fide, as more remote among 
the plantations ; the nuts are of an indifferent fize, the milk and kernel very thick and 
' pleafant. Here is ginger, yams, and other very good roots for the pot, that our men 
law and tailed : what other fruits or roots the country affords, I know not. Here are 
hogs and dogs; other land-animals we faw none. The* fowls we faw and knew, 

. were pigeons, parrots, cockadores, and crows like thofe in England ; a fort of birds 
about the Ifignefs of a black-bird, and fmaller birds many. The fea and rivers have 

plenty of fifh; we faw abundance, though we catched but few, and thefe were 

cavallies, yellow-tails and whip-rays. 

We departed from hence on the aad of March, and on the a4th, in the even- 
ing, we faw fome high land bearing north-weft half-weft, to the weft of which 
we could fee no land, though there appeared fomething like land bearing weft a 
little foutherly, but not being fure of it, I fleered weft-north-weft all night, 
and kept going on with an eafy fail, intending to coaft along the fhore at a 
diflance. At ten o’clock, I faw a great fire bearing north-weft-by-weft, b lazin g np in 
a pillar, fometimes very high for three or four minutes, then falling quite down for an 
equal fpace of time ; fometimes hardly vifible, till it blazed up again. 1 had laid me 
down, having been indifpofed thefe three days ; but upon a fight of this, my chief 
c^led me ; I got up and viewed it for about half an hour, and knew it to be a burning- 
hill by its intervals : I charged them to look well out, having bright moon-light, m 
the inomng I found that 'the fire we had feen the night before, was a buming-ifland, 
and fleered it. We faw many other iilands, one large high illand, and another 
ftnallerf but pretty lugh. I flood near the volcano, and many fmall low iilands with 
flnne flioals* 

the S5th, 1700, in the evenii^, we came within three leaguesof this buiping- 
hiU, being at the fame time two league from the main ; I found a good channel to 
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r ils betireen them, and kept nearer the mahi than the iflaifd. At fe^en hi the evetti% 
founded, and had hft^-two fathom fine fand and oaze. I fiodcf to the northward 
to get clear of this ftreight, having but little wind and fair weather. The Hlani^ all 
night vomited fire and fmoke very amazingly, and at every belch we heard a dreadful 
node like thunder, and faw a fiame of fire after it, the moft terrifying that ever I faW; 
the intervals between its belches were about half a minute, fome more, others Irfs ; 
ndther were thefe pulfes or eruptions alike, for fome were but faint convulfions, in. 
comparifon of the more vigorous ; yet even the weakell vented a great deal of fire j 
but the larged made a roaring noife,* and fent up a large fiame twenty or thirty yards 
high j and then might be feen a great dream of fire running down to the foot of the 
illand, even to the Ihore. From the furrows made by this defeending fire, we could, 
in the day time, fee great fmoaks arife, which probably were made by the fulphureous 
matter thrown out of the funnel at the top, which tumbling down to the bottom, and 
there lying in a heap, burned till either confumed or extinguiihed ; and as long as it 
burned and kept its heat, fo long the fmoak afeended from it; which we perceived to. 
increafe or decreafe, according to the quantity of matter difeharged from the funnel r 
but the next night, being (hot to the wedward of the buming-ifland, and the funnel 
of it lying on the fouth-fide, we could not difeem the fire there, as we did the fmoak. 
in the day when we were to the fouthward of it. This volcano lies in the latitude of 
5° 33' fouth, and meridian didance from Cape St. George, three hundred and thirty- 
two miles wed. 

The eademmod part of New Guinea lies forty miles to the wedward of this tra£l of 
land ; and by hydrographers they are made joining together ; but here I found an 
opening and paiiage between, with many iflands, the larged of which lie on the north 
fide of this paflage or dreight. The channel is very good, between the iilands and the 
land to the eadward. The ead part of New Guinea, is high and mountainous, ending 
on the north-ead with a large promontory, which I named King William's Cape, in. 
honour of His prefent Majedy. We faw fome fmoaks on it, and leaving it on our 
larboard fide, decred away near the cad land, which ends with two remarkable capes, 
or heads, didant from each other about fix or feven leagues : within each head were 
two very remarkable mountains, afeending very gradually from the fea fide ; which 
afforded a very pleafant and agreeable profpeft. The mountains and lower land were 
pleafantly mixed with wood-land and favannahs ; the trees appeared very green and 
flouridling ; and the favannahs feetned to be very fmooth and even ; no meadow in- 
England appears more green in the fpring than thefe. Wc faw fmoaks, but did not 
drive to anchor here, but rather chofe to get under one of the iflands, (where I thought 
I fliould find few or no inhabitants), that I might repair my pinnace, whicli was fb 
crazy, that I could not venture afliore any .where with her. As we flood over to the 
Hlands, we looked out very well to the north, but cSuld fee no land that way ; by, 
triiich I was well affured that we were got through, and that this eaft land does not 
join to New Guinea; therefore 1 named it Nova Britannia. The north-weft cape, I 
called Cape Glocefter, and the fouth.weft-point Cape Anne; and the north-weft 
mountain,, which is very remarkable, I called Mount Glocefter. 

This ifland which. I called Nova Britannia, has about 4® qf latitude: the body of ft 
lying in 4®, and. the northemmoft part in 2,® 32', and the fouthernmofitih 6“ 30' fouth. 
It has about 5® 18' longitude from eaft to weft. It is generally high thountainous land , 
mixed with large valleys, which, as well as the mountains, appeared very fertile} and 
in moft places that we faw, the trees are very large, tall and thick. It is alfo veiy wrell 
inhabit^ with fttong well-limbed negroes, wi|^ we found very dming and bdld ht 
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fevdral places. A$ to the produfl: of it, I know* no more than what I have faid in 
my account of Port Mountague; but it is very probable this ifland may afford 
as many rich commodities as any in the world’; and the natives may be eafily 
brought to commerce, though I could not pretend fo it under my prefent cir- 
cumftances. 

Being near the ifland to the northward of the Volcano, I fent my boat to found, 
thinking to anchor here, but (he returned and brought me word that they had no 
ground, till they met with a riff of coral rocks about a mile from the fliore ; then I 
bore away to the north fide of the ifland, where we found no anchoring neither. We 
faw feveral people, and fome cocoa-nut-trees, but could not fend aftiore for want of my 
pinnace, which was out of order. In the evening I flood off to fea, to be at fuch a dif- 
tance that I might not be driven by any currunt upon the flioals of this ifland, if it 
Ihould prove calm. We had but little wind, efpecially the beginning of the night ; 
but in the morning I found myfelf fo far to the weft of the ifland, that the wind being 
at eaft-fouth-eaft, I could not fetch it, wherefore I kept on to the fouthward, and 
ftemmed with the body of a high ifland about eleven or twelve leagues long, lying to 
the fouthward of that which I before defigned for. I named this ifland Sir George 
Rook’s Ifland. 

We alfo faw fome other iflands to the weft ward, which may be better feen in my 
draft of thefe lands than here deferibed ; but feeing a very fmall ifland lying to the 
north-weft of the long ifland which was before us, and not far from it, I fteered away 
for that, hoping to find anchoring there ; and having but little wind, I fent my boat 
before to found, which, when w'e were about two miles diftance from the fltore, came 
on board and brought me word that there was good anchoring in thirty or forty fathom 
water, a mile from the ifle, and within a reeff of the rocks which lay in a half-moon, 
reaching from the north part of the ifland to the fouth-caft ; fo at noon we got in and 
anchored in thirty-fix fathom, a mile from the ifle. 

In the afternoon I fent my boat afhore to the ifland, to foe what convenience thdre 
was to haul our veffel afltore in order to be mended, and whether we could catch any 
filh. My men in the boat rowed about the ifland, but could not land by reafon of 
the rocks and a great furge running in upon the fliore. We found variation here, 
8° 25' weft. 

I defigned to have ftaid among thefe iflands till I had got my pinnace refitted ; but 
having no more than one man who had Ikill to work upon her, I faw llie would be a 
long time in repairing (which was one great reafon why I could not profecute my dif- 
coveries further) ; and the eafterly w inds being fet in, I found I fliould fcarce be able 
to hold my ground. 

The 31ft, in the forenoon, w^e fliot in between two iflands, lying about four leagues 
afunder, with intention to pafs between them. The fuuthernmoft is a long ifland, with 
a high hill at each end ; this I named Long Ifland. The northemmoft is a round high 
ifland towering up with feveral heads or tops, foraething refembling a crown ; this I 
named Crown Ifle, from its form. Both thefe iflands appeared very pleafant, having 
fpots of green favannahs mixed among the wood-land : the trees appeared very green 
and flouriftiing, and fome of them looked white and full of bloffoms. We paffed clofe 
by Crown Hie, faw many cocoa-nut trees on the bays and fides of the hills ; and one 
boat coming off from the Ihore, but returned again. We faw no fmoaks on either 
of thef iflands, neither did we fee any plantations, and it is probable they are not very 
well i^opled. We faw many Ihoalsnear Crown Ifland, and reefs of rocks running on 
from the points a mile or more into the fea : my boat was once over-bbard, with defign 
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to have fent her aihore, but having little wind, and feeing fome fhoalsi I hoifted Her in 
again, and (lood off out of danger. 

In iHe afternoon, feeing an iiland bearing north-weft*by-wert, we fleered away north- 
weft-by-north, to be to the northward of it. The next morning, being about midway 
from the iflands we left yeftcrday, and having this to the wcftward of us, the lanjJ of 
the main of New Guinea within us to the fouthward, appeared very high. When we 
came within four or five leagues of this iiland to the weft of us, four boats came off 
to view us, one came within call, but returned with the other three without fpeakin^ 
to us j fo we kept on for the iiland, which I named Sir R. Rich’s Iiland. It was pretty 
high, w'oody, and mixed with favannahs like thofe formerly mentioned. Being to the 
north of it, we faw an opening between it and another iiland two leagues to the weft of 
it, which before appeared all in one. The main feemed to be high land, trending to 
the wcftward. 

Oil i 'uefday, tlie 2d of April, about eight in the morning, wc difeovered a high-peaked 
iiland to the wcftward, which fceincd to finoak at its top : the next day we paffed by 
the north fide of tiic Burning Illant!, and faw a fmoak again at its top, but the vent 
lying on the fouih fide of the peak, we could not obferve it diftindlly, nor fee the fire. 
We afterwards opened three mon. illands, and fome land to the fouthward, which we 
could not well tell w heihcr it w'ere illands or part of the main. Thefe illands are all high, 
full of fair tiees and fj>o;.s of great favannahs, as well the Burning Hie as the reft j but 
the Burning Iflc was more round and peaked at top, very fine land near the fea, and 
for two-thirds op it : wc alfo faw another ille fending forth a great fmoak at once, 
but it loon vaiiilhed, and we faw it no more ; we faw alfo, among thefe illands, three 
fmall V‘, ilcls with fails, which the people on Nova Britannia feem wholly ignorant of. 

The J I ill, at noon, having a very good obfervation, I found myfelf to the northward 
of my reckoning, and thence concluded that we had a current fetting north-weft, or 
rather more weltcrly, as the land lies. From that time to the next morning we had 
fair clear weather, and a fine moderate gale from fouth-eall to eaft-by-north : but at 
day-break the clouds began to fly, and it lightened very much in the call:, fouth-eaft, 
and north-eall. At fun-riling, the Iky looked very red in the call near the horizon, 
and there were many black clouds both to the fouth and north of it. About a quarter 
of an hour after the fun was up, there was a fquall to the windward of us ; when on a 
fudden one of our men on the fore-calllc called out that he faw fomething a-llem, but 
could not tell what : I looked out for it, and immediately faw a fpout beginning to 
work within a quarter of a mile of us, exadly in the wind : we prefently put right 
before it. It came very fwiftly, whirling the water up in a pillar about fix or feven 
yards high. As yet I could not fee any pendulous cloud, from whence it might come j 
and was in hopes it would foon lofe its force. In four or five minutes time, it came 
within a cable’s length of us, and paffed away to leeward, and then I faw a long pale 
flream coining down to the whirling water. This ftreain was about the bignefe of a 
rainbow : the upper end feemed vaftly high, not defeending from any dark cloud, 
and therefore the more ftrangc to me ; I never having feen the like before.. It paft 
about a mile to leeward of us, and then broke. This was but a fmall fpout, not ftrong 
nor lafting ; yet I perceived much wflid in it as it paffed by us. The current ftill con- 
tinued at north-weft a little wefterly, which I allowed to run’a. mile pa: hour. 

By an obfervation the 13th, at noon, I found myfelf 25' to the northward of my 
reckoning j whether occafioned by bad fteerage, a bad account, or a current, I could 
not determine j but was apt to judge it might be a complication of all ; for I could not 
thmk~it was wholly the current, the land here lying ealt-by-fouth, and weft-by-north, 
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Or a little more northerly and foutherly. We had kept fo nigh as to fee it, and 
at fartheft had not been above twenty leagues from it, but fometimes much 
nearer ; and it is not probable that any current Ihould fet direSly off from a land. 
A tide indeed may ; but then the flood has the fame, force to ftrike in upon the 
jhcM’e, as the ebb to ftrike oflF from it : but a current muft have fet nearly along fliore, 
either eafterly or wefterly ; and if any thing northerly or foutherly, it could be but 
very little in comparifon of its eaft or weft courfe, on a coaft lying as this doth ; which 
yet we did not perceive. If therefore we were deceived by a current, it is very pro- 
bable that the land is here disjoined, and that there is a paflTage through to the fouth- 
ward, and that the land from King William’s Cape to this place is an ifland, feparated 
from New Guinea by fome ftreight, as Nova Britannia is by that which wc came 
through. But this being at beft but a probable conjefture, I ftiall infift no farther 
Upon it. 

The 14th we pafled by Scouten’s Ifland, and Providence Ifland, and found ftill a 
very ftrong cuirent fctting fo the north-weft. On the 1 7th we faw a high mount^n 
on the main, that fent forth great quantities of fmoke from its top : this volcano we 
did not fee in our voyage out. In the afternoon wc difcovercd King William’s Ifland, 
and crow'ded all the fail we could to get near it before night, thinking to lie fo the 
eaftward of it till day, for fear of fome fhoals that lie at the weft end of it. Before 
night we got within two leagues of it, and having a fine gale of wind and a light moon, 
I refolved to pafs through in the night, which I hoped to do before twelve o’clock, if 
the gale continued ; but when we came within two miles of it, it fell calm ; yet after- 
w'ards by the help of the current, a fmall gale, and our boat, we got through before 
day. In the night we had a very fragrant fmell from the ifland. By morning- light 
we were got two leagues to the weftward of it ; and then were becalmed all the morn- 
ing ; and met fuch whirling tides, that when we came into them, the fhip turned quite 
round : and though fometimes we had a fmall gale of wind, yet flie could not feel 
the helm when flic came into thefe whirlpools : neither could we get from amongft 
them, till a brifk gale fprung up ; yet we drove not much any way, but whirled round 
like a top. And thole whirlpools were not conftant to one place but drove about 
ftrangely ; and fometimes we faw among them large ripplings of the water, like great 
over-fells, making a fearful noife. I fent my boat to found, but found no ground. 

The 18th Cape Mabo bore fouth, diftance nine leagues; by which account it lies 
in the latitude of 50' fouth, and meridian diftance from Cape St. George one thoufand 
two hundred and forty-three miles. St. John’s Ifle lies forty-cight miles to the call of 
Cape St. George ; which bemg added to the diftance between Cape St. George and 
Cape Mabo, makes one thoufand two hundred and ninety-one meridional parts ; which 
was the furtheft that I was to the eaft. In my outward-bound voyage I made meridian 
diftance between Cape Mabo and Cape St. George, one thoufand two hundred and 
ninety miles ; and now in my return, but one thoufand two hundred and forty-three ; 
which is forty-feven fhort of my diftance going out. This difference may probably 
be occafioned by the ftrong weftern current which we found in our return, which I 
allowed for after 1 perceived it ; and though we did not difeern any current when we 
went to the eaftward, except when near the iflands, yet it is probable we had one 
a^ainft us, though we did not take notice of it becaufe of the ftrong wefterly winds. 
King William’s Ifland lies in the latitude of 21' fouth, and may be feen diftinflly off 
Cape Mabo. 

In the evening we paft by Cape Mabo ; and afterwards fteered away fouth-eaft half- 
eaft,' keeping along the fhorc, which here trends fouth-eafterly. I’he next morning, 
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feeing a large opening in the land, with an illand near the fouth fide ; I flood in, 
thinking to anchor there. When we were fliot in within two leagues of the 
ifland, the wind came to the weft, which blows right into the opening. I flood to 
the north Ihorc ; intending, xyhcn 1 came pretty nigh, to fend my boat into the open- 
ing, and found, before 1 would adventure in. We found feveral deep l?ays, but no 
I'oundings within two miles of the fltore j therefore I flood off again. Then feeing a 
ripling uiuler our leo, I font my boat to found on it ; which returned in half an hour, 
and brought me w'ord that the rippling we faw was only a tide, and that they had no 
ground there. 
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Begn 7 t in i’]Gi,andfini/bedin 177** 


A FEW years after His prcfcnt Majefty’s accenion to the throne, he turned his 
thoughts to voyages of difeovery, particularly in thelouihern hcmilpherc. Three 
were made by Captain (now Admiral) Byron, Captain Wallis, and Captain Carter^, 
at different periods. In confequence of their fuccefs, other voyages were thought of 
upon a more enlarged fcale, and carried into execution by Captain Cook, who made 
three alfo ; in the hill of which he imhappily loll; his life. Of this a compendium has 
been already laid before the public ; and his two loriner expeditions are now intended 
to be given in the fame fumniary manner. 

Captain Cook received his cornmiflion in the month of May, T^yOS, and on the 
s6th of Auguft following, failed from Plymouth in the Endeavour, a vcilel ol about 
three hundred tons, which was originally intended for the coal trade. 

Mr. Banks, a gentleman of conhderablc property in Lincolnfliirc (now Sir Jofeph 
Banks, and Prefidenr of the Royal Society), and Dr. Sohiiuier, a native of Sweden, 
who had ftudied under Linnteus, both undertook, fnjm a laudable delire of acquiring 
knowledge in aftronomy and botany, to uccompany the captain. 'I’he former of thefe 
gentlemen was not long returned from a voyage to Newfoundland ; his principal object 
now was to view the tranfit of Venus. They took two draftfmen with them ; one to 
delineate fubjeds in natural hiftory, the other landfcapcs. Mr. Banks had alfo a fecrc- 
tary and four fervants. 

Thurfday, December 8th, 1768, having procured all ncceffary fupplies, they left 
Rio de Janeiro, They did not meet with atiy material occurrence from this time to 
the 22d, wl>en they were furrounded by great numbers of porpoifes, of a fingular fpe- 
cies, which were about fifteen feet in length, and of an afli colour. On the 23d they 
obferved an eclipfe of the moon ; and about feven o’clock in the morning a fmall white 
cloud appeared in the w’eff, from which a train of fire ilfued, extending itfelf wefterly j 
about two minutes after they heard two dillinfl; loud explofions, immediately fuccccd- 
ing each other, like cannon, after w hich the cloud foon difappeared. 

On the 30th they ran upwards t i iiitv leagues, through vaft numbers of land in- 
fers, fome in the air, and others upon the water ; they appeared to rcfemble exatUy 
the flies that are feen in England, though they were thirty leagues from land, and 
fome of thefe infects never quit it beyond a few yards. 

January 4th, 1769, tliey faw an appearance of land, which they miftook forPepy's 
tfland » but on their Itanding tow'ards it, it proved what the failors call a Fog Bank. 
On the 14th they entered the Itreight of Le Maire ; but the tide being againlt them, 
-tbey were driven out witli great violence, and the waves ran fo high, that the Ihip’s 
boWfprit was frequently uiuler water ; at hmgth however they got anciiorage, at the 
entrance ot a little cove, which Captain Cook called St. Vincent’s Bay. 
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The weeds, which here grow upon rocky ground, are very remarkable ; they appear 
above the furface in eight and nine fathoms water ; the leaves are four feet in 
length, and many of the ftalks, though not more than an inch and a half in circumference, 
above one hundred. Mr. lianks and Dr. Solander having been on Ihore fome hours, 
returned with more than a hundred different plants and flowers, hitherto unnoticed by 
the European botanids. 

Sunday 1 5tii, having anchored in twelve fathoms water, upon coral rocks, before 
a fmall cove, diflant from fliore about a mile, two of the natives came down upon the 
beach, in expectation that they would land ; but this fituation affording little Ihelter, 
the captain got under fail again, and the natives retired. 

About two o’clock they anchored in the bay of "Cood Succefs, and the captain went on 
Ihore, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, to fearch for a watering-place, and 
confer with the Indians, 'fhefe gentlemen proceeded about a hundred yards before the 
captain, when two of the Indians having advanced forward and fcated themfelvcs, they 
i«ofe, upon Mr. Banks and the dodor’s coming up, and each of them threw away a 
fmall Itick, which they h;ul before in their hands ; this they did in fuch a diredloa, that 
the flick flew both from themfelves and the ftrangers, which they meant as a token of 
peace, and a teflimonial of their renouncing weapons; they then returned brifkly 
towards their companions, who had remained at fome diftance behind, and made figns 
to the ftrangers to advance, whicli they accordingly complied with. The reception the 
gentlemen met with was friendly, though the manner was uncouth. The civility was 
returned, by the diftribution of beads and ribbons, with which the Indians were much 
pleafed. Alter a mutual confidence had been thus eftabliflied, the reft of the Englilh 
party joined, and a gi-neral converfation, though of a fingular kind, enlued. Three 
of the Indians now returned with the captain and his friends to the fhip, whom they 
cloathed with jackets, and gave them bread, jerked beef, &c. part of which they eat, 
and carried the remainder .m fiiorc-. I'hey refiifed to drink rum or brandy, after 
tailing them, intimating by figns that it burnt their throats. One of them ftole the 
covering of a globe, which he fecrctcd under his cloak. After flaying near two hours 
on board they went on fliore. They were of a middle ftaturc with broad flat faces, low 
foreheads, high cheeks, nofes inclining to flatnefs, wide noftrils, fmall black eyes, large 
mouths, fmall but indifferent teeth, and black ftraight hair, falling down over their 
ears and forehead, which was commonly fineared with brown and red paint ; and, like 
all the original natives of America, they were beardlcfs. Their garments were the 
Ikins of guanicos and feals, which they wrapped round their ftioulders. 'J'he women 
have a fmall firing tied round each ancle, ;uid wear each a flap of fkin round the mid- 
dle. ft'hey carry the children on their backs, and are generally employed in domeftic 
labour and drudgery. 

Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Mr. Buchan, and fcveral other gentlemen, accompanied 
by fervants, went a confulerablc way into the country, where they had marfhy ground, 
and very cold blafts of wind and fnow, to contend with ; however, after great fatigue, 
they at laft attained a confulerablc eminence they had in view. Here they found a 
great variety of plants, that gratified their curiofity, and repaid them for their toil. 

It was now near eight o’clock in the evening, and Dr. Solander, who knew from 
experience that extreme cold, when joined with flitigue, occafions a drowfinefs that is 
not eafily refilled, intreated his friends to keep in motion, however difagreeable it 
might be to them ; his words wefe, ‘‘ Whoever fits down, will flcep j and whoever 
fleeps, will wake no more.” Every one feemed accordingly armed with refolution ; 
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bm cflft a fuddcn the cold became fo very intenfe, as to threaten the mod direful 

remarkable, that Dr. Solandcr himfclf, who had fo forcibly admonilhed and 
alarmed his part^, fliould be the firlt who infilled upon being fuffered to repidfe. 

of the mod earned entreaties of his friends, he lay ,down araidd the fnow* and it 
was .with great dilBculty they kept the doftor awake. One of the black fervahts be- 
came alfo weary and faint, and was upon the point of following the dodor’s example. 
Mr. Buchan was therefore detached with a party to make a lire at the lird commodious 
IJjot they could meet with. Mr. Banks, with four more, remained with the Doctor 
and Richmond the black, who, with the utraod difficulty, were induced to come on ; 
but after walking a few miles fartlicr, they exprefl'cd their inability of proceeding. 
When the black was informed, that if he remained there he would foon be frozen to 
death, he replied, that, he was fo exhauded with fatigue, that death would be a relief 
te him. Dr. Solander faid he was not unwilling to go, hut that he mud fird take 
fome llcep, notwithdanding wdiat he had before declared to the company. I’hus re- 
folved, they both fat down, fupportod by bulhes, and in a Ihort time fell fad afleep. 
Intelligence now came from the advanced party, that a fire was kindled about a quaitor 
of a nnle farther on the way. Mr. Banks then waked the doctor, who had alinod lod 
the ufe of his limbs already, though it was but a few minutes fince he fat down ; he 
neverthelefs confenled to go on. Every mcafure taken to relieve the black j>rocn.l in- 
effedua! ; he remained motionlefs, and they uen; obliged to leave him to the care of 
the other black fervant and a failor, who appeared to have been the lead hurt by the 
cold, and they were to be relieved, as foon as two others were fufficieiuly warmed to 
fuppiy their places. The dodor was with much difficulty got to the fire, 'fhofe who 
Vitere fent to relieve the companions of Richmond, rcuirued iu about half an hour 
without being able to find them. What rendered the luortificatiini Hill greater was, 
that a bottle of rum, the whole dock of the jxtrry, could not be found, and was 
judj^ed tojjave been left with one of the three who were miffing. There w;is a fall of 
fnow which inceffantly continued for near tw’o hours, and there remtuned no hopes of 
feeing the three abfontees again, at lead, alive, .\hout twt lvc o’clock, however, a 
great ftioufmg was heard at a didance, witich gave incxprediblc fatisfaclion to every 
one prefent. Mr. Banks and four others went finah and met the failor, w'ith juft 
ftrength enough to walk ; he was iminediatclv fimt to tlie lire, and they proceeded to 
feek for the two others. They found Richmond upon his legs, but incapable of mov- 
ing them ; the other black was lying fenlclefs upon the ground. All endeavours to 
bring them to'‘the fire were fruillefs, nor was it poffiblc to kindle one upon the fpot, 
on account of the fnow that had fallen, and was dill falling, fo that there was no al- 
ternative, and they were compelled to leave the two unfortunate negroes to their fate, 
making them, however, a bed of boughs of trees, and covering them very thick with 
the i'amo. 

As all hands had been employed in endeavouring to move the two blacks to the fire, 
and had therefore been expofed to the cold for near an hour and a half, fome of them 
began to bo afflicted in the fame manner as thofe they went to r. lieve. Brifcoc, another 
of Mr. Banks’s fervants, in particular, began to lofe his fenfibility. They at length 
reached the fire, and there palTcd the night in a very difagreeable manner. I’he party 
thRtfet out from the fhip cQuhlted of twelve, of whom two were already judged to be 
dc^.: it was doubtful whether a third would he able to return on board ; and Mr. 
Bujchklii a fourth, who had but juft recovered from fits, feemed threatened with them 
agazn*jThey had wandered fo far into the internal parts, that the fflip was a long day’s 

urney 
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joUrncy diftant, through an unfrequented wood, in wliic^' ^ t^ev had 

wildcrcd till night ; and being equipped only for a joiu^f 3, few tours, j 
not provifions left fufficient to afi'ord the company a iing*'^!* • r ir * all 

On the 17th, in the morning, at day-break, nothinjbfented itftlt Safts 
around buf fnow, the trees being equally covoi-ed with itj^^ ground ; an 
of wind were fo violent and frequent, that their journtfts rendered impr _ ’ 

and there was much reafon to dread perilhing with c^nd tauunc. 
about fix in the morning they were flattered with a datl htjpe td . * 

by clifeovering the fun through the clouds, which gracy dimimlhet . 
their ferting out, melTcngcrs were difpalched to the tppy negroes, wo v ^ 
with the melancholy news of their death. , « . j 

About ten o’clock in the morning they fet out on t journey to the , 

about three liours, to their givat allonifliment and faJftion, they e^nc rould 
upon the Ihorc, much nearci' to ilic Ihip than their tjf languinc expec a 1 - 

have flattered them. When iliey took a retrofpccl: o'cir former route rircle 

they found that inftead of arceiiding tlie hill hi a dii line, they had their 

alinofl: round (he country, d'he congratulations cvepne on board expte et 
return, can better be imagined lliati exprefl'ed- 



ney. 'i'iit'ir hows tual arrow 

made oi uo.;d iiiglily polilhed ; tuid the point, which^'^'^c'hhci' 
with much ikili. Mr. Banks obferved glafs 


fugar 
chira- 

were conflrucfed with /^'^clrotnd ingenuity . they 

crhds or flint, was luted 


cloth, canvals, rings, buttons, t-cc. ir was 
limes to the north, as no fltip 1 
years. 

'i'hey did not feem to have any form of govern 
appear any kind of fubordinaiioti. Thefe jieoplo 


wnicri, .'OHU'- i . , 

..nd flh^^^ongft them wi h 

iherclti^^^dged, that iti'-) 


travelled at 


. K was luereuj j , (•__ 

ouched at this Fof Terra del Buego lor fome 


did there 
be the 


w 1 

n!y 


'{t among them, nor 
>ared upon the whole to 
^vandeving in :i ioiloru 

lood was fiiell-rdli. "‘^.itute ed’ every convenience at mi g 


lives were 


pytii 


oul-calis of human nature, 
over unary waflrs ; their , 

Irotn the ludeh art, or even an iinpleincnt to dr /^heir lood. Such wcie^ -oiwote 
pie, who neverlheiefs appeared coaicnl ; fo littl H: ivfiiien'.ent- or Itixiu) pi 
liajipinefs. 

The generality of writers, who have dcfcriii 
rcprclctucil it as coveiah v.iili fnow, aad did’' 
arc evidently niiliaken, atid ih.eir eiiair nudi h 
winter leal'on, when it pollibly is covered witli 
cth't'd trees wlien they w.-.n,' at a cotilkieral)! 
nearer approach, they hnind ilie fea coall aiv 


greeable^i'i'diire. The luiniuit (T the lu!lr| 
a brook is to he found at the foot of almol;' 
but is not ill tailed, and was luiuo ol the 
voyage. 

'i'lunhlay, .laniiary c6th, Captain Coo! 
very cahn, Mr. IJanks lailed in a fmaii bo: 
waters ;tnd aUjatruires ; the iaitcr were la 



illand of Terra del Fucgo, ha^ 
/ of wood. In this, 

,f»*'aiir.n from having. '■ dited it .n the 

0;:. 'ihecn-roftlielhuleavourpcr. 


'co„,ocfnnn liv illand, ttud on to 
’^crider, of die hilh- tdothed with an 
, , hut r-e valf -Ys are rich, and 

fJT ^'‘,'1 d’ ■ the v.ieer lias a reddilh tinge, 
- ’ ■ ‘ • took in during his whole. 


|»..l„h.,.d anchor, mtd the weather bemg 

Lira., .hcnhcfc WI...« fcg - 
i lini, lUoii Ciught to the “Lj. 
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weoe lefs, aa4 iai^r tohMired. 




ittg of Cape Horn is 


■ thought palEng through thUfU , _ 

lubled it with as little dan]^ ai i^dlli|pii|^^ Utt 

1 were fair, the temperate, the ideaHuto 

d a very diffibfl: view of the coait* 

fixty birds ia one day, and he caught two foreft flies 

yet defcribed. He mfo found a cuttle-fifli, which had 

:t was diflPerent from the flfhes of this name met with in 

mble row of fharp talons, refemblmg tbofe of a cat, 

I This filh made excellent foup. 

untof a fquabble t^ut a bit of feal fkin which he had 

•-as reprclenn^ to his officer as a theft, one of the ma* 

*nty, threw himfelf overboard, and was drowned. 

April 4th, Peter Brifcoe, fervant to Mr. Banks, difoo- 
tbree or four leagues diftant. The captain imm^iately 
a be an iiland of an oval form, with a lake or lagoon in 
the greateft part of it ; the border of land which fur> 
^toded the lake was in inai places low and narrow, efpecially towards the fouth, 
wifer# the beach confifted of sef of rocks : three pdaces on the north fide had the 




proot 
iah w 
id net 


appearance. C-aptam Ct came within a mile on the north fide, but though he 
U line of otn^hun^d andirty fathom, he found no bottom, and could not meet 
Irw There Ve feveral natives vifible on fhore ; they feemed tall. 







iijmt 






w pis black, and their cmlexions copper colour. There appeared along the 
iwWeaft t>f the fhip, fome thefe inhabitants, with pikes or poles in their hands, 
^Wid twice the height aherafelves. They at this time appeared naked j 
•^ti^'ed, upon the o’s paffing the ifland, they put on a covering of a 

0>ok faw land again in | afternoon to the north-weft. Hfe reached it by 
pn it appeared a low iflaicovered with wood, in form circular, about a 
" fe^ce. No inhabitis were vifible, nor any cocoa-nut trees, though 
reached the fhoiwithin half a mile ; yet the ifland appeared co- 
of varjbus tiugcsiThis ifland, which is diftant from that of La- 
.PW V^en leagues north, l^-two weft, the gentlemen on board named 

P® *l^®y difeovered to the'ieft a low ifland, which appeared to be inha* 
at three o’clock they came y with it. This land now feemed divided into 
or rather colleQiom of iflab, their exte;pt being near nine leagues. The 
were divided from each othfcy a ftrdght* of near half a mile in breadth* 
upon their looking oifcr the ifland to which they were deftined, 
% y \®'U® ad. The next morrik ft appeared very high and mountainous, 
SWpgiP to be King George th*hird*8 Ifland, fo named by Captain WalHs, 
called Otaheite. Th^alms prevented the Endeavour from ap- 




"“g of die 1 2th, ^hen a breeze fpringing up, before eleven 
fti\» ® approached, and the p«)ple 
‘ ^ oiarelt wouldiot come on board Captson Cook. Eadh 
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canoe had in it young plantains, and branches of trees, as tokens of peace and fr 
flrip ; and they were handed up the fides of the ftip by the people in One of the cai 
who made fignals in a very expreffive manner, intimating, that they delired thefe 
blems of pacification fhould be placed in a confpicuous part of the fliip : tod they were 
accordingly ftuck among the rigging, at which they teltified their ai^mbntkto Their 
cargoes confifted of cocoa-nuts, bananas^ bread-fruit, apples and Wtos 

very acceptable to the crew, and were then purchafed. ,4^4. 

In the evening they opened the north-well point, and faw York Ifland, f6 
the crew of the Dolphin. They lay olF and on all night, and^ in the morntOK 
1 3th they entered Port Royal Harbour, in the ifland of Otaheite, and anchored wldlb 
half a mile of the ihore. A great number of the natives immediately came off in thdr 
canoes, bringing with them bananas, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, apples, and fome hogs, 
which they bartered with the (liip’s crew for beads and other trinkets. 

'J he tree that bears the bread-fruit is about the fize of the horfe chefnut ; its leaves 
are near a foot and a half long, in lhape oblong, refembling, in aimed every refpeft, 
thofe of the fig-tree ; its fruit is not unlike the Cantaloupe melon, either in fize or 
fliape ; it is inclofed in a thin (kin, and its core is as large as a perfon’s thumb ; it is 
fomewhat of the confidency of new bread, and as white as the blanched almQiid} it 
divides into parts, and they roalt it before it is eaten ; it has little or no tad(^ -^.fl 
elderly man, named Owhaw, who was known to Mr. Gore and others, who had vifited 
this ifland with Captain Wallis, came on board ; and as he was coufideicd a ufefnl mto, 
the captain endeavoured to gratify all his enquiries. Captain Cook now drew up fevsral 
needfary rules for the regulation of traffic with the inhabitants, and ordered t^t they 
Ihould be punchially obferved. 

When the fliip was properly focured, the captain went on fliore with Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander, a party under arms, and their friend the old Indian. They were 
received on fliore by Ibme hundreds of the natives, who were llruck with fuefi aw<?» 
that the firfl; who approached crept almofl upon his hands and knees. He alfo pre« 
I'ented to them branches of trees, tlie ufual fymbol of peace. 'I’his lymbol was received, 
on the part of the Eiiglifli gentlemen, with demonftrations ot fatisfadion and firiend- 
fliip ; and noticing, that each of the Inuians held one of thefe branches in his hand, 
they gathered fome, and followed the e\aniple of the natives. 

I’liey were coiiduded by the old Indian, accompanied by his countrymen, towards 
the place where the Dolphin had watered. Here, the ground being cle”'ed, the chiefs 
of the natives threw down their boughs, and the captain and his companions followed 
the example, after having drawn up the marines, who, marching in order, drf^j^iQjd 
their branches upon thofe of the Indians. When they came to the waterilig-plaf(jHj|| < 1 ^ 
Indians intimated that they had their permiffion to occupy that ground, but it tiwiVlik 
fiiited to their purpofe. In the courfe of this walk, and a circuit through the ’ilwiiqlds* 
the Indians had got rid of their timidity, and became familiarized. On the vwqf'l^ey 
received beads and other fmall prefeats, at which they expreflfed great pleafu|rfe«*'' ' 

The whole circuit was near four miles, through groves, confifting of |cr^ pf COCoa« 
nuts and bread-fruit ; beneath which trees were the habitations of tb^hhlllfiveS, Oon- 
fifting of only a roof, deftitute of walls. In this peregrination the gtotltilikcn Were not 
a little dil'appointed at finding very few fowls or hogs. Captain Cook iFto informed by 
fuch of the party as had been here with the Dolphin, that none of dlb'jbtople hUbc^o 
feen were of the firft rank, and they itpagined the Queen’s refiditoCPwte moved# So 
traces remaining of it. Next morning, before they left the fhip, feveral cano^.tanxe 
about her, filled with people, whofe dvefs denoted them of the fuperior clafs ; two of 

8 thefe 
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fe came on board, aiuleich of them fjxed upcni a nieiul ; one of tliem chofe Mr. 
tk:s, and tlic other Captain Cook. The cereinoo.y c- -ii'iil ed of t Idng oT their 
clothes hi great part, and pntiiug tiiera iipeai their adeipied jSi:.nd:;. Tii/^ eoinpliiuent 
was retiinied, by preleiuing them foinc triiikeis. They then made fgns f .r ihcl'e gen- 
tlemen to go with them to die place of theh’ abode ; anJ iihj ca.aaini). :;ig defirous of 
meeting with I more conveiiieiir harbour, aiid knovvin;*; uioree>I' t!w j^v'ople, readily 
aff.Titcd. Accordingly the cap^/aiii, Mr. Ikiuks, Dr. iS<jl:auk.r, v\ iih the Indiana and 
Ollier hdends, got into two boai^. About three miles diitarue tiny landed, among 
fcveral hundreds of the natives, who coiiduded them a large ii. ule. Upon their 
entrance they faw a middleniged man, named To<'te.iia;i, wijo, ;io ioe,a as tiiey were 
featecl, ordered a cock and hen to l)e pri)duced., which he pivlvnitev! t^> hb*. ikinks and 
the captain, a? vv'el! as a raece ot pcrlumed cKrdi ; wh-ch cvunpliiUvin w'as relumed by a 
preieHL ireni air. Ba!:ks. d hey were then cer/di.rhed wIili great clxlh-y io levt^ral 
large hoaT; , cnafliaieleJ in th ‘ h.nne iiKuirra* a ah'M !y d- Iciilred ; ih; l;rdi';;;, fo 
fcU' inan jiiUiining, i \i('. d, aial ev<’n prelled tiivsn lo i>e iealeL!. \Vhi!d liiey w'cre 
ailcTwaJ’ds walking idviug ilu? ilmre, they niei, aceuinesmied by a, great iiinaher of 
natives, another ciiief, named I'ubura Timvaida, with wlioni tiny feiiled a dv ay of 
peace, in the inanner l);;;<a‘e defcriried. d ubora Idunaida. iiuimated, !r: had proviTions 
for them ir they chofe to eat, and they accordingly dined luartily upon bread-fruit, 
plantains, and i;fh. 

In the coiirie this vifit, ddnnio, the wife of the chief, place^l Ii adelf upon the 
fame mat with ?dr, Bauk'g clofo Iw' him ; bat (he iu)i beiiig young, ni>r a[)pearing ever 
to have poi'fjiled man}' charms, tolhefe caiifes mav be afesibev! die iiide eiientiiiu this 
gentleman paid iicr j and dVanio received tlie adivliiional luortiiiead ci id' Mr. Ikinks^s 
beckoning to a pretty girl, w ho, w’ltfi fome reluctance, came and feeitcd lierfelf by him. 
The Princefs v/as fnnewheat im riincd at the* |)rel 'rence egveu to her rival, ncverthelefs 
fhc continued h.er ailiduid. s to him. d his whimhcail fceiie wa . inn rrupted l)y an event 
of a ferioiis natui-e. Dr. Soianuer havin ; dil'covereJ iliat !k; iiad kdi an o])era-gliirs, he 
complained to tlic cliicd, and l.HAi’rupted ilie convivi d )':iriy% ddiis compiaiiit was en- 
forced by Mr, Bankds iLoaing ig) a.nJ llriking ila. Iniit-eiui of liis nmlLjuet on the 
ground, which flruck tli:: i aliaiis wddi a panic, and liugy rdi inaaijiiiaiely ran out 
of the houfe, except the cliiel, and a lew otliersid the ru])eriin* clafs. 

The chief appc'ared much C')ncerned at this accid-iu, and gave u;^ to undcrftancl, 
with an appearance of giaal j)robiiy, iliat lu‘ wajuld endeavour if [)olIible to have the 
g^Iafs recovered ; but lint if ihis C(»uld not be done, he wandd make the doclur com- 
peufation, by givv.% 7 ,,v him as much new cloth, ol which he (hewed large quantities, as 
ihould be thought i -qiial to ids value, i'lit? cafe howawer wxis in a little time brought, 
and the glafs itfdf 1 after. Alter thi.. adventure was amicably terminated, they 
returned lo the finp about fix o’ck^ck m the evening. 

Saturday dhe 15111 ^ in the morni«ig, Isjveral of the chiefs, one of whom was very 
corpulent, came on I )o:\rd, bringing with them hogs, bread-fruit, and other refrefh- 
meuus j in exchange i hey gave them hatchets, linen, beads, and other trinkets ; but fome 
of them took the lib( ,‘rty td' /healing tlie top of the lightning chain. This day the 
captain, ai tended by Tv Ir. Banks and llirneof the other genilenien went afliore to fix on 
a proper fpoi to erect a fmall fort for their defence during their flay on the ifland ; and 
the ground was acccw( iirigly marked out for that purpofe, a great number of the 
natives lookii'g on all ill ic while, and behaving in the moll peaceable and friendly manner# 
Banks went a iVluoting in the woods, fome marines and a petty officer being 
appointed to guard the Itciit iu the interim j fevcral of the natives accompanied the 

gentlemen 
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gentlemon in this excurfion. Upon crofling a little river Mr. Banks perceiving fome 
ducks, fired, and killed three. The Indians were ftriick with the utmoft terror at this 
event, which occafioiicd them to fall fiiddcnly to the ground, as if they had been Ihot 
at the laiinuiine ; the y recovered, however, prefcntly Itoiu their fright, and continued 
their march. lie ( ore* this parry had gone much iurthcr, they were alarmed by the 
difeharge of two pieces, iired by the tent-guard. Owhaw, after calling together the 
captain’s party, dilpc-rled al! the Indians except three, who broke branches of trees, as 
pledges of thdr odt luy. Upon their return to the tent, it appeared, that an Indian had 
taken aii ^ pporumiiy to (natch away one of the centiners muiquets ; whereupon a 
young midfliipman, under wlioh* cumuiaiid the party was, very imprudently ordered 
i-lU- mai ne to (ih*, VvhKli thf*\ did immc'daitc ly amongft the lliickcli of the liigitivc 
liufians, in numlK r above a hundred, feveral of wiioiu were wounded ; but as the 
criminal did not Jali, ilu'v puriued and (hot liim dead. 

\'v hon j'rir. ].i:mks h.-ajs! < i he \v:is gnuily dirj)leared with the guard, and 

he tiled his lumoii eiiu; - sir- to accommodau- tin difieiMice; and tlintugh the media- 
tion of :m o;.l yv' on leuiny <'t tiio natives to coinc over to them, bringing 

plai)ia;n-tj so , i.ii ir l ii/aial of peace, and clapjnng their hands on their breafls, 
they cri'oJ I'x.m, uiiich iigmlles (riendlliije 

Few oi (he uanve' anoeaiw! next nioriiing upon the beach, and not one of them 
came on. boe.rd. 1 oom lance Mr. Ikinks and the othi'i’ gentlemen concluded, iliat 
their appreiieniion< were not entirely removial, more ('Ipecially as even Owliaw IiaJ 
lorialteii tlierin. 1 he cajvniiii, in eoniequc'nce <.>1 thelc* diliigrecable appearances, brought 
the (liij) iK'ar* ;' to inoj e, and nioor'cd lu/r fo as to make her broa'JliJe bear on the (pot 
whivh liad I-', en matked lor eredmg the Ivirl. ffie captain went on fliore in the 
evenin;;-, \wi!] i'eme ot the gentlunen, wlmu the Induuis airein[)Ied round them, and 
they irailickeu nygeith'i in alriendlv maimer. 

ilie L It l)e-^an to be eiaeted on t!ie Fhln .Some of the Cv)inpanv ac're cmployrd 
in throw irp in:rencinuent>, wlni.t others v. eie ('cc.upicd in cuning iafcincs and 
piektMs, winch the liidi;ms*ol their own ac':r>rd cheeriully aiiillcd in bringing from the 
\\i)ody, 1 hree t ;i.les ot iIk t.nn wci\. iortined with intrcnchments and palliiades ; and 
on the oihein winch was llanked h>y a river, the w'aier-calks being filled, were placed fo 
as to Irirm a bi\ atl-werk. 

1 lij.> day the natives bis.ugin down Inch quantities of bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts, 
that it was neceliary to rejed them, and to intimate to them, that coippany would 
not want aii) (or two days. Beads were tralllcked this day for ever) thing. Mr. 
Banks s tent being got up, lie, lor the lirll time, llept on fhore. No Indian attempted 
to aj)[)j*oach it the w hole night ; how even', a precaution had been taken to place proper 
lentinels about It. 

Mr. Monkhoule, the furgeon, laid he had feen, in his evening walk, the body of the 
man who had been lliot at the tent. It was dcpolited in a fhed, dole to the houfe 
where he had relidcd when alive. I'he corpfe was placed on a bier, the frame of which 
was wood, with a matted bottom, iupported by pofts about five feet high. The corpfe 
was covcreil with a mat, and over that a white cloth ; by its fide lay a wooden mace, 
and towards the head tw'o cocoa-nut lliells ; towards the feet was a bunch of green 
leaves and fmall dried boughs, tied together and (tuck in th« ground, near which was 
a ftone the fizc of a cocoa nut : here was alfo placed a young plaintain-trec and a flone 
axe. 'rhe natives feemed difpleafed at his approaching the body. 

I hey had a fpecimen of the mufic of the country on the 2 2 d ; fome of the natives 
performing on flutes, which had only two flops j they were blown like the Goirnian 
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flute, l)ut the performer blew with his noftril inftead of his mouth : feveral others fung, 
only one tune, to this inftrument. 

Some of the Indians brought the EngWh axes to grind and repair, mofl; of which 
they had received from the Dolphin ; but a French one occafioncd much fpeculation, 
and it at length appeared to have been left here by M. de Bougainville. 

On the 25th, feveral knives belonging to the officers were miffing ; upon which Mr. 
Banks, who had loft his among the reft, accufed one of the chiefs with having ftolen 
it, which caufed him to be very unhappy, as he happened to be innocent of the fatft, 
Mr. Banks’s fervant having miflaid it ; and the reft were produced in a rag by a native. 
This chief was fome time before he would forget this acculation, the tears ftarting from 
his eyes, and he made figns with the knife, that if he had ever been guilty of fiich an 
aflion, as was imputed to him, he would fulFer his throat to be cut. However, in 
general, thefc people, from the higheft to the loweft, are the greateft thieves in the 
world. 

On the 26th, fix fwivel-gtms were mounted upon the fort, which put the natives into 
great confternation, and caufed feveral fiftiermen, who lived upon the point, to remove 
farther off, imagining they were to be fired at in a few days. 

The next day T ubt)ra Tumaida, with a friend, a remarkable glutton, and three of 
his women, dined at the fort ; after which he fet out for his houfe in the wood. In a 
Ihort time he returned in much agitation, to acquaint Mr. Banks, that the Ihip’s 
butcher had threatened to cut his wife’s throat, upon her refufing to fell him a ftonc 
hatchet, which he had taken a fancy to, for a nail. It clearly appeared he had been 
culpable, and he was flogged on board, in fight of feveral Indians. As foon as the firft 
ftroke was given they interfered, and earncftly intreated that he might be untied. I'his 
being refufed, they burft into tears, and fliewcd great concern. 

During the forenoon of this day, canoes were continually coming in, and the tents at 
the fort were filled with people of both fexes. Mr. Molineux, mafter of the Endea- 
vour, went on fliore, and feeing a woman, whofe name was Oberca, he declared Ihe 
was the perfon he judged to be the queen of the ifland, wHen he came there on board 
the Dolphin in the laft voyage. 

The eyes of every one were now fixed on her who had made fo diftinguiflied a 
figure in the accounts that had been given by the firft difeoverers of this ifland. The 
perfon of the Queen Oberca was of a large make, and tall ; Ihe was about forty years 
of age, her Jkin white ; her eyes had great expreffion and meaning in them ; Ihe hatl 
been handfome, but her beauty was now upon the decline. She was foon conducted 
to the fhip, and went on board, accompanied with fome of her fiunily. Many prefents 
were made her, particularly a child’s doll, which feemetl the moft to engrofs her atten- 
tion. Captain Cook accompanied her on fliore ; and as foon as they landed, flie per- 
fented him with a hog, and fome plantains, which were carried to the fort in pro- 
ceflion, Oberea and the captain bringing up the rear. They met 'I’ootahah, who, 
though not king, feemed to be at this time invefted with fovereign authority. He im- 
mediately became jealous of the Queen’s having the doll j which made them find it 
neceffary to compliment him with one alfo. 

On Saturday 29th, in the forenoon, Mr. Banks paid a vifit to Oberea, who was ftill 
afleep under the awning 6f her canoe, whither he went with an intention of calling 
her up. Upon entering her chamber, to his great furprizc, he found her in bed with 
a handfome young follow, about five-and-twenty ; upon which he immediately retired 
with fome precipitation, not a little difconcertcd at this difeovery ; but he was foon 
givenr to underftand, that fuch amours were by no means confidered fcandalous, 
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nnd that Obadie, the perfon found in bed with the Queen, was by every one known to 
have been felefted by her as the objeft of her lafeivious hours. The Queen foon got 
tip and drefled herfelf to wait upon Mr. Banks. 

I'hc next day, Sunday, the 30th, Tomio came running to the tents, and taking 
Mr. Banks by the arm, to whom they applied in all emergent cafes, told him that 
Tubora Tumaida was dying, owing to fomething which had been given him to eat by 
his people, and prayed him to go inftantly to liim. Accordingly Mr. Banks went, 
and found the Indian very fick. He was told, that he had been vomiting, and had 
thrown up a leaf, which they faid contained fome of the poifon which he had taken. 
Upon examining the leaf, Mr. Banks found it to be nothing more than tobacco, which 
the Indian had begged of fome of their people. He looked up to Mr. Banks, while 
he was examining the leaf, as if he had not a moment to live. Mr. Banks, now know- 
ing his diforder, ordered him to drink of cocoa-nut milk, which foon reftored him to 
health, and he was as cheerful as ever. 

On the I ft of May, Captain Cook produced an iron adze, made in imitation of 
one of their ftone ones, which had been brought home by Captain Wallis, and 
(hewed it to Tootahah, who took fuch a fancy to it, that notwithftanding he was offered 
the choice of any of the things that were in his chefts, he fnatched it up with the 
greateft eagernefs, and would accept of nothing elfe. The fame day a chief, who had 
dined on board a few days before, accompanied by fome of his women, who ufed to 
feed him, came on board by himfelf, and when dinner was on table, the captain helped 
him to fome viduals, thinking upon this occafion he would condefeend to feed himfelf; 
but he never attempted to eat, and had not one of the fervants fed him, he would cer- 
tainly have gone without his dinner. 

In the afternoon they took the aftronomical quadrant, w'ith fome other inftruments, 
on Ihore. 

On Tuefday, the ad, having occafion to ufe the quadrant, to their great aftonifh- 
ment and concern it was milling ; this w’as the more extraordinary, as a fentinel had 
been polled the whole nigl’t within a few' yards of the tent in which it had been de- 
pofitcd ; and it had never been taken out of the cafe in which it was packed. Their 
own people were at firft fufpeded, imagining they might have miftaken the contents 
for articles ufed in traffic. They fearched the fort and the adjacent places, and a con- 
lidcrable rew'ard was offered, as the lofs of this inftrument w'ould have rendered it 
impoffible for them to have made the ncceffary obfervations refpeuing* the tranfit, 
one of the principal objefts of their voyage. After every fruitlcfs fcarch had been 
made, Mr. Banks, accompanied by Mr. Green and fome other gentlemen, fet out for 
the woods, where he thought he might gain Ibme intelligence of the robbery, if it had 
been committed by the natives. In the courfe of their journey they met Tubora 
'fumaida, with a few of the natives, who was made by figus to underftand, that fome 
of his countrymen had ftolen the quadrant, and Mr. Banks infifted upon being con- 
duced to the place where it was concealed. Accordingly, they proceeded together 
a few miles, and, after fome enquiry, Tubora I’umaida received information of the 
thief, and that he was to be found at a place about four miles diftant. 

Having obtained from Captain Cook a party of men .'irmed as guards,'they pro- 
ceeded to the fpor, and were met by one of 'I’ubora Tumaida’s own people, with part 
of the quadrant ; foon afterwards the box in which it bad been packed, containing 
the other parts of it, was recovered. It had received no material injury, though taken 
to picce.s. 

' On 
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On Wednefday the 3d, in the morning, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander attended as 
ufual to purchal'e provifions, but the Indians brought nothing to market ; nor could 
they procure any from fonie filhing-boats which came abreaft of the tents, though they 
were in great want of cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit. 

Their provifions now were extremely fcarce, and the markets ill fupplied. Next 
day, with feme difficulty, Mr. Banks obtained a few balkets of bread-fruit from Tu- 
bora Tumaida in the woods, which were a very feafonable relief. An axe and fhirt 
were fent for this day by Tootahah, in return for his two hogs, which they promifed to 
bring him the next day. If they had not complied with this requeft, they could have 
fcarcely procured any provifions. 

After his fending again early in the morning, on Friday 5th, Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander, with the captain, fet out in the pinnace, taking one of Tootahah’s people 
with them. They foon reached Eparre, the place where he dwelt, which was but a 
few miles to the well of the tents. Upon their arrival, they found great numbers of 
people upon the fliore waiting for them. They were immediately conducted to the 
chief, whim the natives fliouted round them, Taio Tootahah, “ Tootahah is your friend.” 
They found him fitting under a tree, and fome old men ftandiag round him. As foon 
as he had made figns tor them to fit down, he afked for his axe, which Captain Cook 
prefented to him, with a (hirt and a broad cloth garment, with which he feemed greatly 
pleated ; and put the garment on. After eating a mouthful together in the boat, they 
were conduced to a large area, or court-yard, on one fide of his houfe, where an 
entertainment was provided for them, confilling of wreftling. The chief fat at the 
upper end of the area, with feveral of his principal men on each fide of him, by way 
of judges, from whom the conquerors received applaufe. 

Ten or twelve combatants entered the area, and after many fiinple ceremonies of 
challenging each other, they engaged, endeavouring to throw one another by dint of 
ftrength ; then feizing hold of each other by the thigh, the hand, the hair, or the 
clothes, they grappled without the lead art till one was thrown on his back ; this con- 
queft was applauded by fome words from the old men, and three huzzas. 

A man with a flick, who made way for them when they landed, officiated here as 
mailer of the ceremonies, keeping order among the people. 

When this entertainment was at an end, they were informed that fome hogs and a 
quantity of bread-fruit were preparing for their dinner ; which intelligence w’as the more 
agreeable, as their appetites were at this time exceedingly keen. But inllead of dining 
either on fhore or on board of the boat, they had the mortification of going as far as 
the Ihip, by the defire of the chief. 

As foon as the chief was known to be on board the Ihip, the people brought plenty 
of bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other provifions to the fort. 

On Tuefday 9th, in the forenoon Oborea paid them a vifit, accompanied by her 
favourite Qbadee j fhe prefented them with a hog and fome bread-fruit. 

The forge being now fet up, and frequently at work, became not only a new fubjedl 
of admiration to the Indians, but afforded the captain an additional opportunity of con- 
ferring obligations on them, by permitting the finith, during his kifure hours, to con- 
vert the old iron, which they were fuppofed to have procured from the Dolphin, into 
different kinds of tools. ‘ 

1 lie natives, after repeated attempts, finding thanfelves incapable of pronouncing 
the names of the Englim gentlemen, had recourfe to new ones formed from their own 
language. Mr. Cook was named Toote j Hicks, Hetej Gore, Toura; Solander, To- 
• 3 lano j 
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lano ; Banks, Opana ; Green, Treene j and fo on for the greateft part of the fliip’s 
crew. 

As Mr. Banks was fitting in his boat, trading with them as ufual, on Friday the 
1 2th, a very extraordinary ceremony was performed by fome ladies who were ftrangers, 
to whom the reft of the Indians giving way on each fide, and forming a paftage, they 
advanced in proceflion towards Mr. Banks, to whom they prefented lome parrots fea- 
thers, plantains, and other plants. They then brought a large bundle of cloth, con- 
fifting of nine pieces, which being divided into three parcels, one of the women, who 
appeared to be the principal, ftepping on one of the parcels, pulled up all her clothes 
as high as her waift, and then, with an air of unaffc£led fimplicity, turned round three 
times. This ceremony ftie repeated in the fame manner on the other two parcels of 
cloth, and the whole being then prefented to Mr. Banks, the ladies went and faluted 
him ; in return for which he made them fuch prefents as he thought would gratify 
them the moft. 

I’he next evening Mr. Banks was under the difagreeable necellity of reprimanding, 
in very ftrong terms, Tubora Tumaida, for having the infolence tofnatch his gun from 
him, and firing it in the air ; a thing which furprifed Mr. Banks greatly, as he imagined 
him totally ignorant of the ufe of it. And as their lafety depended on keeping them 
in that ftato, he told him, with threats, that his touching his piece was the greateft of 
infults. The Indian made no reply, but fet off with his family to his houfe at Eparre. 
He being an ufetul man, Mr. Banks, accompanied by Mr. Molineux, thought fit to go 
after Iiim, and ihey found him among a number of people, greatly dejefted. How- 
ever, as Mr. Banks judicioufly caufed all animofity to ceafe, they brought him back tO’ 
fupper ; after which, the chief and his wife both flept in Mr. Banks’s tent. One of the 
natives, not intimidated by their prefence, attempted that very evening to fcale the walls 
of the fort, but was prevented by the fentinel. Thefc Indians could not refill making 
attempts to Ileal the iron and iron tools within the works. 

On the evening of the i4tli, feveral of the officers were witnclTes to an entertain- 
ment of a very extraordinary nature, which confifted of the moft indecent afts of lewd- 
nefs. For example, a young fellow cohabited in public with a girl about eleven or 
twelve years of age, without the Icaft fenfe of lhame : and what is ftill more extraor- 
dinary, Obcrca, with feveral other females of the firll rank, were prefent during the 
whole time. 

On Monday the 15th, Mr. Banks detedled Tubora Tumaida in having Helen fome 
nails. Mr. Banks having a good opinion of this chief, was willing to pift his fidelity 
to the tell, and feveral temptations were thrown in his way, among the reft a balket of 
nails, which proved irrefiftlble. He confefted the fa£l, and upon Mr. Banks’s infilling 
upon reftitution, he declared the nails were at Eparre ; this occafioned high words, 
and at length the Indian produced one ot them. He was to have been forgiven upon 
reftoring the reft, but not having refialution to fulfil his engagement, he fled with his 
furniture and family before night. 

On the 17th, one of the natives who came in the morning to Heal fome calks, it not 
being the firll offence, the lentinel fnapped his gun at him, but, it miffing fire, he efcaped. 

On the 27th of May, Tootahah being removed to a place called Atahourou, 
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Captain Cook, and fome others, fet out in the pinnace to 
pay him a vifit j after making prefeats of a few trifling articles, they were invited to 
ftay the night. Mr. Banks having accepted a place in Oberea’s canoe, kft his compa- 
nions in order to retire to reft. Notwithftanding the care Oberea took of his clothes. 



CAPTAIN cook's FIRST VOYAGE. 


5*0 

by having tlicm la her own cuftody, they were ftolen, with his pKlols, powder-horn, 
and many other things that were in his waiftcoat pockets. The alarm w'as given to 
Tootahah, who flept in the next canoe, and who went with Oberea in fearch of the 
thief, leaving Mr. Banks with only his breeches on, and his inulket uncharged. They 
foon returned, but without fuccefs ; Mr. Banks thought' proper to put up witli the 
lofs for the prefent. He judged it now neceflary to get up and try to find his com- 
panions ; he firfl; went to the hut, where Captain Cook and three of his aflbeiates lay, 
and began to relate his melancholy tale ; but inftead of receiving much comfort from 
them, he was told, that they had (hared the fame fate, having loft their (lockings and 
jackets. 

In their return to the boats, they were greatly amufed by feeing fome Indiams fwim- 
ming for their diverfion, amidft a furf W'hich no European boat could have lived in, 
or the bed fwimmer in Europe have faved himfelf from drowning, had he by accident 
been expofed to its fury. 

Some Indians from a neighbouring ifland, to which Captain Wallis gave the name 
of Duke of York’s Illand, informed them of more than twenty illands in the neigh- 
bourhood of Otaheite. 

They now began to make preparations for obferving the tranfit of Venus, and, from 
the hints which Captain Cook had received from the Royal Society, he fent out two 
parties to make obfervations from different fpots, that in cafe they failed at Otaheite, 
they might fucceed clfewherc ; they employed themfelvcs in preparing their inftru- 
ments, and inftruding fuch gentlemen with the ufe of them, as were to go out. And 
on Thurfday the ift of June, the next Saturday being the day of the tranfit, they fent 
the long boat to Eimayo, having on board Mr. Gore, Mr. Monkhoufe, and Mr. Sporing, 
a friend of Mr. Banks ; each furniflied with neceffary inftruments by Mr. Green. 
Mr. Banks and feveral of the Indians w'ent out with this party. Others were difpatched 
to find out a convenient fpot, at fuch a dillance from their principal ftation, as might 
fuit their purpofe. 

Thofe who went to Eimayo in the long boat, after rowing beft part of the night, by 
the help of fome Indians on board a canoe, which they hailed, found a proper fituation 
for their obfervatory upon a rock, which role out of the water, about one hundred and 
forty yards from the (hore ; where they fixed their tents, and prepared the apparatus 
for the following day’s obfervation. 

On Saturday, the 3d, as foon as it was light, Mr. Banks left them to go to the 
illand for frelh provifions. As he was trading with the natives who belonged to I’arrao, 
the King of the illand. His Majefty arrived with his filler, whofe name was Nuna, in 
order to pay him a vifit. It being cuftoraary among thele people to be fcated during 
their conferences, Mr. Banks fpread on the ground his Indian cloth turban, that he 
wore inftead of a hat, on which they all fat down. After this the royal prefent was 
brought, confiding of a hog, a dog, fome cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, &c. A melTenger 
was difpatched by Mr. Banks for an adze, a Ihirt, and fome beads, and they were 
prefented to His Majefty, who received them with much pleafure. 'fubora Tumaida 
and Tomio, Indians who had gone with Mr. Banks upon the expedition, came from 
the obfervatory : Tomio, faid to be related to Tarrao, brought him a long nail, and a 
Ihirt for Nuna, by way of prefents. Mr. Banks returned to the obfervatory with 'farrao, 
Nuna, and tlirce beautiful young women, their chief attendants. He (hewed them 
the tranfit of Venus over the fun, and informed them, that he and his companions had 
come from their own country folely to view it in that fituation. 
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The produce of this illand, according to the infpeftion of Mr. Banks, proved to be 
r’uch the fame as that of Otaheite, the people alfo refembling thofe of that ifland ; 
many of them he had feen upon it, who were well acquainted with the value of the 
trading articles. 

Both the parties which were lent out, made their obfervations with great fuccefs. 
They neverthelcfs differed in the accounts of the times of the conta^s more than might 
have been imagined. 

Mr. Green’s account was as follows : 

The firff external contaft, or lirft appearance of Venus on ) 

the fun, was j 

The lirit internal contact or total immerfion was 
The fecond internal contact, or beginning of the im-|^ 

mcrfion S 

The fecond external contact, or total immerfion 
Latitude of the obfervatory 
Longitude 149" 32' 30^ weft of Greenwich. 

While they were viewing the tranfit of Venus, fome of the Ihip’s company broke 
Into one of the ftore-rooms, and ftole a quantity of fpike nails. As the circulation of 
thefe nails might have been highly detrimental to them, ftrid fearch was made, and 
one of the thieves was detecfcd. He had only a few in his cuftody ; but was however 
pimiihcd with two dozen lalhos. 

'I'here having been a fcarcity of bread-fruit for fome days, an enquiry was made of 
the caiife, and the rcafon the Indians gave was, that there being a great crop, the fruit 
had been gathered to make a fort of four pafte, which the natives call mahie, which, 
after fermentation, will keep a long time, and fupply thent in times of dearth. 

Complaint was made on Monday, the 1 2ih, to the captain, that the Indians had loft; 
fome bows and arrows, and firings of plaited hair ; the affair was enquired into, 
and the faft being well attt*ftcd, two dozen laflics were inflided upon the failors who 
had ftolen them. 

An iron coal-rake for the oven being ftole in the night of the 14th, and many other 
things having at difl'erent times been taken by the Indians, the captain judged it of fome 
confequcnce, if poftiblc, to put an end to thefe pradices, by making it their common 
intereft to prevent it. He had already given ftrid orders that the fertineL fhould not 
fire upon them, even if they were deteded in the fad. About twciity-fevcn of their 
double canoes with fails wore juft come in with cargoes of fifh, which the captain 
feized, and then gave notice, that imlefs the rake, and all the other things, which 
had at difl'erent times been ftolen, were returned, the vcflels Ihould be burnt. The 
captain had, indeed, no fuch dcfign, as will appear by the event. The menace pro- 
duced no other cfled than the reftitution of the rake, all the other things remaining 
in their pofl'eflion. At length the captain thought proper to give up the cargoes, as 
the innocent natives were in great diftrefs for want of them ; and at laft, to prevent 
confufion, from the difficulty of afeertaining to whom the diflerent lots belonged, he 
promifed alfo to releafe the canoes. 

About this time another event had nearly involved the Englifli in a quarrel wnth the 
Indians. '^1 he captain having fent a boat on fliore to get ballalt, the officer not meeting 
immediately with what he wanted, began to pull down one of their fepulchral buildings ; 
this meafurc was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the Indians. Mr. Banks, having received 
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intelligence of the affair, repiured to the fpot, and the matter was foon amicabljr 
terminated, there being ftones fufficient found elfewhere. 

On the 19th, in the evening, foon after dark, while the canoes were detained by 
the captain, Oberea the queen, and feveral of her attendants, paid the gentlemen a 
vifit. She came from Tootahah’s palace in a double canoe, and brought with her a 
hog, bread-fruit, and other prefents, among which was a dog ; but none of the things 
that had been ftolen j thofe, flie pleaded, had been taken away by her gallant Obadee, 
for which fhe had beaten him. She was defirous of fleeping with her attendants in 
Mr. Bank’s tent j but this being refufed, Ihe was obliged to pals the night in her 
canoe. 

The next morning the Queen returned to the fort. Two of her attendants were very 
earneft in getting theinfelvcs hulhands, in which they fucceeded by means of the 
furgeon and one of the lieutenants. They feemed very agreeable til! bed-time, and 
determined to lie in Mr. Bank’s tent, which they accordingly did, till ilie furgeon 
having fome words with one of them, Mr. Banks thrull her out, and flte was followed 
by the reft, except Otea Tea, who cried for fome time, till he turned her out alfo. 
This had like to have become a ferious affair, a duel being talked of between Mr. Banks 
and Mr. Monkhoufe; but it was happily avoided. D(\gs arc eftc'emcd here more 
delicate eating than pork; as thofe bred to be eaten talle no animal food, but live 
entirely upon vegetables ; and the experiment was tried. I'upia undertook to kill and 
drefs one, which he did, by making a hole in the ground and baking it. It was deemed 
a very good difli. 

They were vifited on the 21ft, at the fort, by many of the natives, who brought 
various kinds of prefents, and among the reft Oamo, a chief of feveral diftrids on the 
iiland, w'hom they had never before fecn, who brought with him a hog. 'I’his chief 
was treated with great refped by the natives, and was accompanied by a bov and a 
young woman. Ihe boy was carried upon a man’s back, though he was very able to 
walk. Oberea and fome other of the Indians went out of the fort to meet them, their 
heads and bodies being firft uncovered as low as the waift. This was confidered as 
a mark of rcfpect ; they had not noticed it before, but judged it was ufually fhown to 
pcrlbns of diftinguiflied rank among them. Oamo entered the tent, but the young 
woman, who was about fixtecn, could not be prevailed upon to accompany him, 
though file feemed to combat with her curiofity and inclination. Dr. Solander took 
the youth the hand, and conduced him in ; but the natives without, who had pre- 
vented the girl’s entrance, foon found means to get him out again. 

The curiofity of Mr. Banks and the other gentlemen being excited from thefe cir- 
cumftances, they made enquiry who thefe ftrangers were, and were informed that 
Damo was Oberea’s hufband, but that by mutual confent they had been for a confidcr- 
ablc time feparated ; and that the youth and girl were their offspring. The boy was 
named I'erridiri, and was heir apparent to the fovereignty of the ifiand ; and he was to 
efpoufi; his fifter as foon as he had attained the proper age. 

Monday, June a6th, early in the morning, the captain fet out in the pinnace, ac- 
companied by Mr. Banks, to circumnavigate the ifland. They failed to the eaftward, 
and in the forenoon they went on Ihore, in a part of the ifland under the government 
of Ahio, a young chief; who had often vifited them at their tents. They alfo found 
here fome other natives of their acquaintance. They then proceeded together to the 
harbour) wherein M. Bougainville lay when he vifited this ifland, and were ftiewn the 
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ground on which he fixed his tent, and the watering-place. They alfo met with Orette, 
a chief, who was their particular friend, whofe brother went away with M. Bougainville. 

Having taken a furvey of this harbour, and a large bay near which it is fituated, 
they propofed going to the oppofite fide of the bay, but Titubaola, who was their con- 
ductor, not only ref u fed to accompany them, but endeavoured to diffiiade the captain 
and Mr. Banks from going, faying, “ That country was inhabited by people who 
were not fubjects to 'I'ootahah, and who would deftroy them all.” This information 
did not, however, prevent the execution of their defign ; and upon loading their 
pieces with ball, Titubaola took courage to go with them. They rowed till it was 
dark, w'hen they reached a narrow neck of land that divided the ifland into two pc- 
ninfulas, which are diflinfl governments. As they w'ere not yet got into the hoflile 
part of the country, they agreed to fpend the night on fliore, where they were pro- 
vided with fupper and lodging by Ooratooa, the lady who paid her compliments to 
Mr. Banks in fo remarkable a manner at the fort. 

In the morning they purfued their paflage for the other government. They landed in 
a diflricf which was governed by a chief, named Maraitata, the “ burying-place of men,” 
and his father was called Pahairede, “ the ftealcr of boats.” Notwithftanding their 
names were fo ominous, they gave the captain and Mr. Banks a very civil reception ; 
furnifhed them with provifions, and fold them a large hog for a hatchet. The curiofity 
of the natives was loon excited, and a crowd gathered round the Englifh gentlemen ; 
but they faw only two people whom they knew. They then advanced till they reached 
the diftrid, which was under the dominion of the principal chief, or king, named 
■^Vaheatua, who had a fon ; but it was not known in whofe hands the fovereign power 
w'as lodged. Having continued their journey along the fhore for a confiderable way, 
they at lad faw the chief, and with him an agreeable young woman about two-and- 
tweiity, named Toudidde. They were not unacquainted with her name, as they had 
often heard it mentioned by the natives j and they had great reafon to luppofe Ihe was 
the Oueen of this peninlula. 

In palling through this part of the ifland, they found it better cultivated, and more 
improved than any they had hitherto met with ; though the houfes were but few, and 
thofe very fmall, yet there were a great number of canoes which excelled any they had 
fecn, both in fize and workmanfliip. Notwithftanding the fertility of the country, 
provifion of every kind W'as very fcarce. 

I'owards the fouthernmoft; part of the ifland they found a good harhour.j formed by 
a reef, and the circumjacent country remarkably fruitful. 

'I’hey landed again a little further to the ealt. Mathiabo, the chief, with whom they 
had no acquaintance, nor had ever feen before, foon came to them, and fupplied them 
with cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit . They purchafed a hog for a glafs-bottle, which he 
took in preference to every other thing that was offered him. They faw here a turkey- 
cock and a goofe, which the Dolphin left on the ifland } they were remarkably fat, and 
feemed to be greatly admired by the Indians. 

A very uncommon fight prefented itfelf in a houfe near this place ; feveral human 
jaw-bones were faftened to a board of a femicircular form } they feemed frefh, and had 
not loft: any of their teeth. Mr. Banks could obtain no explanation of this myftery. 
They quitted this place, and arrived in a bay on the north-weft: fide. 

Several canoes came off here with fome very beautiful women, who appeared to be 
defirous of their going on fhore, to which they readily affented. They met with a 
friendly reception from the chief, whofe name was Wiverou, who gave direftions to 
fome of his people to aflifl them in drefling their provifions, which were now very 
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plentiful, and they fupped at Wiverou’s houfe, in company with Mathiabo. Part of 
the houfe was allotted for them to flecp in, and foon after fuppcr they retired to reft. 
Mathiabo having obtained a cloak from Mr. Banks, under pretence of ufing it as a 
coverlet when he lay down, immediately made off with it, unperceived by that gentle- 
man or his companions. News however of the robbery was foon brought them by 
one of the natives ; in confequence of which intelligence they fet out in purfuit of the 
thief, but had proceeded a very little way before they were met by a perfon bringing 
back the cloak, which Matiabo had given up through fear. 

'rhe houfe, upon their return, was entirely deferted, and about four in the morning 
the fentinel gave the alarm that the boat was milling. Mr. Banks and the captain were 
greatly aftonilhed at this account, and ran to the water lide ; but though the morning 
"was clear and ftar-light, no boat was vifible. Their fituation was now extremely ter- 
rifying j the party confifting of but four, with a fmgle mulket and two pocket-pi ftols, 
without a fpare ball or a charge of powder. After remaining in this diftrefsful ftate of 
anxiety for a confiderable time, dreading the advantage the Indians would take of it, 
to their great joy, the boat, which had been driven away by the tide, returned ; and 
Mr. Banks and his companions no fooner breakfafted than they departed. 

This place is fituated on the north fide of Tiarrabou, the fouth-eaft peninfula of the 
illand. It is fertile and populous, and the inhabitants every where behaved with civil- 
ity. The laft diftriO; in Tiarrabou, in which they landed, was governed by a chief 
named Omoe. He wanted a hatchet, but they had not one with them. He would 
not trade for nails, and they embarked, the chief accompanying them. After going 
about three miles, the captain met with feme of Omoe’s people, who had got with 
them a very large hog. The chief agreed to exchange the ho|T for a large axe and a 
nail, and to bring the beaft to the fort in Port Royal Bay. This refolution he came to 
after confulting his wife j and Mr. Banks judged the exchange to be very advantageous 
to the Englilh, as the hog was a remarkably line one. 

At this place they faw one of theEatuas, or gods ; it was made of wicker work, and 
refembled the figure of a man ; it was near feven feet in heighth, and was covered with 
black and white feathers ; on the head were four protuberances, which the natives 
called Tate ete, or little men. Here they took leave of Omoe. 

They were now near the diftrift, named Paparra, which was governed by Oamo 
and Oberea, where they intended to fpend the night. Mr. Banks and his company 
landed abo«t an hour before it was dark, and found that they were both fet out to pay 
them a vifit at the fort. They neverthclefs llept at the houfe of Oberea, which, though 
not large, was very neat ; no inhabitant but her father was now in poll'ellion of it, wdio 
fliewcd them much civility. They took this opportunity of walking out to a point, 
upon which they had obferved, at a diftance, fome trees called Etoa, which ufually 
grow on the burial-places of thefe people. They call thefe burying-grounds Moral, 
which are alfo places of worlhip. They here faw an immenfe edifice, which they found 
to be the Moral of Oamo and Oberea, which was by far the molt confiderable piece of 
architecture to be found in the illand. 

It confilted of an enormous pile of ftone-work, raifed in the form of a pyramid, 
with a flight of fteps on each fide, fomething after the manner of thofe little buildings, 
which are commonly er'efted in England to place the pillars of fun-dials upon ; it was 
near two hundred and feventy feet long, and about one third as wide, and between 
forty and fifty feet high. 
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The foundation confifted of rock-ftones, the fteps of coral, and the upper part of 
round pebbles, all of the fame lhape and fize ; the rock and coral-ftones were all 
fquared with the utinoft neatnefs and regularity, and the whole building appeared as 
compaft and firm, as if it hajl been erefled by the befl; workmen in Europe. As the 
Indians were totally dellitute of iron utenfils to lhape their Hones, as well as mortar to 
cement them, when they had made them fit for ufe, a ftrufture of fuch height and 
magnitude mufl: have been a work of infinite labour and fatigue. 

In the centre of the fummit was the reprefentation of a bird, carved in wood ; dole 
to this was the figure of a filh, which was in Hone. This pyramid made part of one 
fide of a wide court or fquare, the lides of. which were nearly equal ; the whole was 
walled in, and paved with flat ftoncs. Within this place grew (notwithftanding it was 
in this manner paved) feveral plantains, and trees which the natives call Etoa. At a 
little diftance to the well of this edifice was another paved fquare, which contained fe- 
veral fmall flages, called by the natives Ewattas, which appeared to be altars ; upon 
them they place provifions, as facrifices to their gods. Mr. Banks afterwards obferved 
whole hogs placed upon thefe ewattas, or altars. 

I he inhabitants of the illand of Otaheitc, feem in nothing fo defirous of excelling 
each other as in the grandeur and magnificence of their Icpulchres ; and the rank and 
authority of Oberea .was forcibly evinced upon this occalion. The gentlemen of the 
Endeavour, it has been obferved, did not find Oberea pofi'ciTed of the fame power as 
when the Dolphin was at this place, and they were now informed of the caufe. The 
way from her houfe to the Morai, was by thefea-fide, and they obferved, in all places 
as they palled along, a great number of human bones. Inquiry being made into the 
caufe of this extraordinary fight, they were informed, that about four or five months 
before Captain Cook’s arrival, the inhabitants of Tiarrabou, the peninfula to the fouth- 
ealt, made a defeent here, and flew many of the people, whole bones were thofe that 
were feen upon the coall : that hereupon Oberea, and Oamo who then held the go- 
vernment for his fon, had fled and taken refuge in the mountains ; and that the vic- 
tors dellroyed all the houfes, and pillaged the country. Mr. Banks was alfo informed, 
that the turkey and goofe which he had feen in the diftrift of Mathiabo were among 
the booty. This afforded a reafon for their being found where the Dolphin had little 
or no correfpondence ; and the jaw-bones being mentioned, which had been feen 
hanging in a houfe, he was informed, that they had likewife been carried oft as tro- 
phies, the jaw-bones of their enemies being confidered by the natives of this illand as 
marks of triumph equally as great as fcalps are by the Indians in North America. 

On Friday, the 30th, they arrived at Otahourou, where their old acquaintance 
Tootahah refided ; he received them with great civility, and provided for them a good 
fupper, and a convenient lodging j and notwitlillandmg they were fo lhamefully plun- 
dered the laft time they llept with this chief, they fpent the night in the utmoft fecurity, 
none of their clothes, or any other article, being mifling in the morning. 

On Saturday, July ill, they returned to the fort at Port Royal harbour; having 
difeovex-ed the illand, both peninfulas included, to be about one hundred miles in cir- 
cumfei'ence. 

Their Indian friends crowded about them upon their return, and none of them came 
without provifions. 

Monday, the 3d, Mr. Banks made an excurfion, with fome Indian guides, to trace 
the river up the valley to its fource, and obferve to what extent its banks were inha- 
bited. After meeting with houfes for the fpace of fix miles, they came up to one 
which was faid to be the lall that could be feen. The mailer of it prefented thepi with 
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cocoa-nuts and other fruits j and after a fliort vifit, they continued their walk. In 
this tour they often paiTed under vaults, formed by rocky fragments, in which, they 
were informed, that thofe who were benighted often took refuge. During this tour he 
had a fine opportunity of fearching for minerals among .the rocks, which were almoft 
on all fides naked ; he found, however, not the fmalleft appearance of any kind of 
mineral. The ftones, every where refembling thofe of Madeira, gave manifefl figns 
of having been burnt. There are alfo evident traces of fire in the clay upon the hills, 
both of this and the neighbouring iflands. 

Mr. Banks was engaged the 4th in planting on each fide of the fort a great quantity 
of the feeds of water-melons, oranges, lemons, limes, and other plants and trees which 
he had brought from Rio de Janeiro. He gave of thefe feeds to the Indians in great 
plenty, and planted many of them in the woods : fome of the melon-feeds, which had 
been planted foon after his arrival, had already produced plants, which appeared to be 
in a very flourilhing Hate. 

Preparations were now made for departing. On Friday the 7th, the carpenters were 
ordered to take down the gates and pallifadoes of the fort, to be converted into fire- 
wood on board the Endeavour, and one of the Indians ftole the ftaple and hook be- 
longing to the gate ; he was inftantly purfued, but could not be found ; and foon after 
this, their old friend Tubora Tumaida brought back the ftaple. 

They continued on the 8 th and 9th to pull down the fort, and their friends ftill 
vifited them. 

Captain Cook hoped now to quit the ifland without any farther mifunderftanding 
with the natives ; but in this he was miftaken. 'I’wo foreign failors having been out, 
one of them was robbed of his knife, and ftriving to recover it, the Indians attacked 
and wounded him in a dangerous manner with a ftone ; his companion alfo received a 
flight wound in the head. As Captain Cook would have been unwilling to have taken 
farther notice of the tranfaflion, he was not forry the ofl'enders had made their cfcape. 
Another affair equally difagreeable foon after happened. Between the 8th and ijtb in 
the evening, two young marines retired fecrctly from the foi*!, and in the morning were 
not to be met with. Notice having been given for all the company to go on board the 
next day, and that the fhip would fail that day or the day enfuing, Captain Cook began 
to fear that the marines intended to remain on fhore. He was apprifed, that no effec- 
tual fteps could be taken to recover them, w'ithout rifking the harmony and good fel- 
lowfhip whigh at prefent fubfifted between the Englifh and tlie natives ; and therefore 
refolved to wait a day in hopes of their returning. 

The 10th, in the morning, the marines not being returned, an enquiry was made 
after them, when the Indians declared they did not propofe returning, having taken 
refuge in the mountains where it was impoflible to difeover them, and that each had 
taken a wife. In confequence of which it was intimated to feveral chiefs who were in 
the fort with their women, among whom were Tubora Tumaida, Tomio and Oberea, 
that they would not be fuffered to quit it till the deferters were produced. Captain 
Cook thought this precaution neceffary, as, by concealing them a fhort time, he might 
be compelled to go without them. They received the intimation with very little figns 
either of fear or difeontent, afluring the captain that the marines fhould be fent btick. 
In the interim he fent Mis Hicks in the pinnace to bring Tootahah on board the fhip, 
which he executed without giving any alarm. Night coming on, C.aptain Cook judged 
it was not prudent to let the people, whom he had detained as hoftages, remain at the 
fort, and he therefore ordered Tubora Tumaida, Oberea, and fome others, to be 
brought on board. This gave an unufual alarm, and fcvcral of them, efpecially the 
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females, teftified their apprehenfions with great agitation of mind, and floods of tears, 
when they were coming on board. Captain Cook went. on board with them, Mr. 
Banks remaining on fliore with fome others, whom he thought it of lefs importance 
to detain. , 

One of the marines was brought back in the evening by fome of the Indians, who 
reported, that the other, and the two people who were fent to fetch them back, 
would be detained whilft Tootahah was confined. Mr. Hicks was immediately difpatched 
in the long-boat, with feveral men, to refcue the Engliih prifoncrs ; at the fame time 
Captain Cook told Tootahah, that it was incumbent on him to aflift them with fome 
of his people, and to give orders, in his name, that the men fliould be fet at liberty, 
for that he fliould exped him to anfwer for the event. Tootahah immediately complied, 
and this party recovered the men without any oppofition. About feven in the morning, 
on the 11th, they returned, but without the arms, which had been taken from them 
when they were made prifoners : the arms were however brought on board foon after, 
and the chiefs were allowed to return on fliore. 

At the time the chiefs were fet on fliore from the fliip, thofe at the fort were alfo 
releafed, and after remaining with Mr. Banks about an hour and a half, they all 
returned to their refpedive places of refidence. When the deferters were examined, 
it was difeovered that the account which the Indians had given was no way falfe : they 
had become fond of two girls, and it was their defign to keep themfelves concealed till 
the fliip had fet fail, and continue upon the ifland. 

d’upia, whofe name had been often mentioned in this voyage, had been prime minifter 
of Obcrca, when ftie was at the pinnacle of her authority ; he was alfo the principal 
priefl. of the ifland, and therefore intimately acquainted with the religion of the country, 
lie was likewife deeply verfed in navigation, and was thoroughly acquainted with the 
number, fituation, inhabitants, and produce of the adjacent iflands. He had often 
tcllificd a defire to go with them; and on Wednefday the 12th, in the morning, he 
came on board, with a boy about twelve years of age, his fervant, named Taiyota, 
and requefled the gentlemer/on board to let him go w'ith them. As it was thought he 
would be nfcful to them in many particulars, they unanimoufly agreed to comply with 
Ills requefl. Tupia then went on fliore, for the laft time, to fee his friends, and 
took with him feveral baubles to give them, as parting tokens of remembrance. 

Thurfday the 13th of July, the fliip was vilited by a multitude of the gentlemen's 
friends, and furrounded by numberlefs canoes, which contained the inferior natives. 
They weighed anchor about twelve, and the Indians took leave of the gentlemen on 
board, weeping in a friendly and allccting manner. 'I'upia fupported hiinfelf in this 
Iccne with a becoming fortitude; ; tears flowed from his eyes, ’tis true, but the effort 
that he made to conceal them, did him additional honour. He went with Mr. Banks 
to the niaft-head, where he continued waving his hand to the canoes as long as they 
remained vifible. 

According to Tupia’s account, the ifland could furnifli above fix thoufand fighting 
men, whereby a computation of the number of inhabitants may eafily be made. 

The produce of Otaheite is bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, bananas, plantains ; a fruit not 
unlike an apple, potatoes, yams, cocoas, fugar-cane, and a variety of other fruits and 
vegetables. , 

They have no European fruits, garden fluff, or pulfe, nor grain of any fpecies. 
Their tame animals are hogs, dogs, and poultry ; there is not a wild animal in the 
ifland, except ducks, pigeons, parroquets, and a few other birds j rats being the only 
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quadruped ; and there are no ferpents. The fea, however, fupplles them with great 
variety of cxccncnt filh. 

\Vith regard to the people, they are in general rather of a larger make than Eu- 
ropeans. The males are tali, robuft, and finely fliaped, The females of the fuperior 
clafs arc likewife generally above our common iize ; but thofe of the lower rank are 
rather below it, and foiiie of them are remarkably little. 

Their natural complexion is a line clear olive, or what we call brunette ; their Ikin is 
delicately fmooth and agreeably foft. The fliapc of their faces is in general handfome, 
and their eyes are full of Icmfibility and exprellion ; their teeth are likewife remarkably 
white and regular, and their breath intirely free from any difagrceable fmell ; their hair 
is, for the moft part, black. Both fexes always eradicate the hair from their arm-pits, 
and they often reproached the Englilh gentlemen with a want of clcanlinefs for not 
making ufe of the fame method. Their motions are eafy and gracelul, but not 
vigorous ; their deportment is generous and open, and their behaviour affable and 
courteous. 

Both fexes frequently wear a piece of cloth of the manufadure of the ifland tied 
round their heads in the form of a turban ; and the women take no little pains in 
plaiting human hair into long firings, which being folded into branches, are tied on 
their foreheads by way of ornament. 

They ftain their bodies, by indenting or pricking the flefh with a fmall inflrumcn: 
made of bone, cut into fhort teeth ; which indentures they fill with a dark blue or blackifh 
mixture, prepared from the fmoke of an oily nut, burnt by them inftead of candles, 
and water ; this operation, which is called by the natives tattaowing, is exceedingly 
painful, and leaves an indelible mark on the fkin. It is ufually performed when they 
are about ten or twelve years of age, and on different parts of the body ; but thofe 
which fuft'er moft feverely arc the breech and the loins, which arc marked with arches, 
carried one above another a confiderable w^ay up their backs. 

At the operation of tattaowing, performed upon the pofteriors of a girl about twelve 
years of age, Mr. Banks was prefent j it was executed with an inflrumeiit that had 
twenty teeth, and at each a ftrokc, which was repeated every moment, ferum mixed 
with blood iffued. She bore it with great refolulion for feveral minutes ; but at length 
the pain became fo violent, that fhe murmured and complained, and then burft into the 
moft violent lamentations ; but her operator was inexorable, whilft fome females pre- 
fent chid and even beat her. Mr. Banks was a fpeclator for near an hour, during 
which time it was performed only on one fide, the other having undergone the cere- 
mony fome time before ; and the arches upon the loins, which are the moft painful, but 
upon which they the moft pique themfelves, were yet to be made. 

They clothe themfelves in cloth and matting of various kinds ; the firft they wear in 
fair, the latter in wet weather. 'I'hey are in different forms, no fhape being preferved 
in them ; nor are the pieces fewed together. The women of a fuperior clafs wear three 
or four pieces ; one, which is of confiderable length, they wrap feveral times round 
their waifts, and it falls down to the middle of the leg. Two or three other fhort pieces, 
with a hole cut in the middle of each, are placed on one another, and their heads coming 
through the holes, the long ends hang before and behind, both fides being open, by 
which means they have .•^he free ufe of their arms. 

The men’s drefs is very fimilar, differing only in one inftance, which is that part of 
the garment inftead of falling below the knees, is brought between the legs. This 
drefs is worn by all ranks of people, the only diftinftion being quantity in the 
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fuperlor clafs. At noon both fexcs appear almoft naked, wearing only the piece of cloth 
that is tied round the waift. 

The boys and girls go quite naked ; the firft till they are feven or eight years old j 
the latter till they are about five. Their houfes they feldom ufe but to fleep in, or 
to avoid the rain, as they eat in the open air, under the fhade of a tree. Their clothes 
ferve them at night for covering, and there are no divifions or apartments. The mafter 
and his wife repofe in the middle, then the married people ; next to thefe the unmarried 
females, and at a finall diftance the men who are unmarried ; and the fervants fleep in 
the open air in fair weather. The houfes of the chiefs, however, differ in feme degree ; 
there are fome very finall, and fo built as to be carried in canoes : all fidcs of them are 
inclofed with the leaves of the cocoa-nut ; the air, nevcrthelefs, penetrates ; in thefe 
the chief and his wife alone fleep. There are alfo houfes which are general receptacles 
for the inhabitants of a diltricl. Thefe are much larger. 

When a chief kills a hog, w'hich is but feldom, he divides it equally among his 
vaflals ; dogs and fowls are more common. 

When the bread fruit is not in feafon, they are fuppHed by cocoa-nuts, bananas, 
plantains, &c. 

'I’heir cookery is confined to baking, and their drink is generally w^ater, or the milk 
of the cocoa-nuts, tfiough there were inftances in which fome of them drank fo freely 
of the F.nglilh liquors, as to become quite intoxicated ; this, however, feemed to proceed 
more from ignorance than defign, as they were never known to repeat a debauch of 
this kind a fecond time. They were told, indeed, that the chiefs fometimes became 
inebriated by drinking the juice of a plant called Ava, but of this they faw no inftance 
during the time they remained on the ifland. 

The chiefs generally eat alone, unlefs when vifited by a ftranger, who is fometimes 
pcrmitied to become a fecond in their mefs ; having nothing to fupply the want of a 
tabic, they fit 011 the ground in the fhade; leaves of trees being fpread before them, 
lerve as a table cloth ; their attendants, who are numerous, having placed a bafket 
before the chiefs, containing their provifions, and a cocoa-nut fliell of frelh and lalt 
water, feat thcmfcives round them ; they then begin by wafhing their mouth and 
and hands, after which they eat a mouthful of bread-fruit and filh, dipt in fait water 
alternately, till the w'holc is confumed, taking a fup of fait water likewife between almoft 
every morlel. I’he bread-fruit and fifli being all eaten, they next have either plantains 
or apples, which they never cat without being pared. During this ♦^ime a foft pafte 
is prepared from the bread-fruit, which they fup out of a cocoa-nut Ihell ; 'this finifhes 
the mcral, and the hands and mouth are again w'alhed, as at the beginning. 

It is aftonifhing how much food they eat at a meal. Mr. Banks and fome other 
geiitiemen were prefent when one man devoured three iifh the ii/.e of a middling carp, 
four bread-fruits as large as a common melon, thirteen or fourteen plantains feven or 
eight inches long, and above half as big I'ound, and abou' a quart of the pafte'made 
of bread-fruit. 

It is not a little furprifing, that the inhabitants of this ifland, who feemed exceedingly 
fenfible of the pleafures of fociety, fliould have an univcrfal averfion to the lead inter- 
l ourle with each other at their meals ; and fo rigid are they in the obfervance of this 
unufual cuftom, that even brothers and lifters have their leparate bafkets to contain 
thi'ir provifions, and generally fit fome yards diftance when they eat, with their backs 
turned towards each other, not exchanging a fingle word during the whole time of their 
repaft ; the middle aged of fuperior rank ufually betake themfelves to fleep after dinner, 
but what is remarkable, the older people are not fo lazy ; mufic, dancing, wrellling, 
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and (hooting with the bow, or throwing a lance, conftitute a chief part of theif 
diverfions. 

Flutes, which have been mentioned before, and drums, are the only mufical inftru- 
jnents among them ; their drums are formed of a circular piece of wood, hollow at one 
end only, which is covered with the fkin of a lhark, and they are beaten with the 
hand inftead of a flick. Their fongs are extempore, and frequently in rhyme, but 
confift of only two lines. 

Among their other amufements they have a dance named Timorodee, which is per- 
formed by ten or a dozen young females, who put themfelves into the moll wanton 
attitudes that can poflibly be imagined, keeping time during the performance with 
the greateft nicety and exaftnefs ; from thefe dances the wonten are immediately ex- 
.eluded on their becoming pregnant. 

Many of the principal people of this iiland, of each fex, have united into an alTo- 
clation, in which no woman confines her favours to any particular man ; in this manner 
they obtain a perpetual variety, no one objeft ever gratifying them but a few days. 

The focieties are named Arreoy, the members of which have meetings where the 
men amufe themfelves by wreftling j and notwithflanding the frequent intcrcourfe 
which the women have with a variety of men, they dance the Timorodee in fuch a 
manner as they imagine will moil excite the defires of the male fex, and w'hich arc 
often gratified upon the fpot. There are much worfe praftices. In cafe any of the 
women prove with child, which in this manner of life feldom happens, they deftroy the 
helplefs infant as foon as it is brought into the world, that it may not be a burden to 
the father, nor interrupt the mother in the purfuit of her lafeivious amufements. 
Natural affeftion, however, for the child, fometimes happily produces a reformation 
in the mother ; but when this happens the child’s life is always forfeited, unlcfs the 
mother can procure a man to adopt it as his child, in which cafe this inhuman murder 
is prevented ; but both the man and woman are for ever expelled the fociety. The 
woman being particularized by the appellation of Whannownow, “ bearer of children,” 
which among thefe people, is confidered as a term of the greateft reproach. 

Their perfonal cleanlinefs is an objefl that merits peculiar attention. Both fexes 
never omit to wafli with water three times a day ; when they rife, at noon, and before 
they go to reft. They alfo keep their clothes extremely clean ; fo that in the largeft 
communities no difagreeable effluvia ever arifes, [nor is there any other inconvenience 
than heat. 

The chief raanufa£ture of Otaheite is cloth j of this cloth there are three different 
forts, which are made of the bark of as many different trees, viz. the mulberry, the 
bread-fruit, and a tree not very unlike the wild fig-tree, which is found in fome parts of 
the Weft-Indies. The mulberry-tree, which the Indians call Aouta, produces the fineft 
cloth, which is feldom worn but by ihofe of the firft rank. The next fort, which is 
worn by the lower clafs of people, is made of the bread-fruit tree, and the coarfeft of 
the tree refembling the fig-tree. This laft fort, though more ufeful than the two 
former, on account of its keeping out water, which neither of the others will, is 
exceedingly fcarce, being manufaflured but in fmall quantities. 

The cloth becomes exceedingly white by bleaching, and is died of a red, yellow, 
brown, or black colour;, the firft of which is exceedingly beautiful, and equal, if not 
fuperior, to any in Europe. 

Matting of various kinds is another confiderable manufa£lure, in which they excel, 
in many refpefts, the Europeans. They make ufe of the coarfer fort to fleep on, and in 
wet jveather they wear the finer. 

They 
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They greatly excel in the baiket and wicker-work ; both men and women employ 
themfelves at it, and can make it of a great number of different patterns. 

Their fifliing-lines are efteemed the beft in the world, made of the bark of the ecowa, 
a kind of nettle which growS on the mountains ; they are ftrong enough to hold the 
heavieft and moft vigorous fifh, fuch as bonelas and albicores ; in fliort, they are 
extremely ingenious in every expedient for taking all kinds of fifh. 

The tools which thefe people mrke ufe of for building houfes, conftrufting canoes, 
hewing ftone, and for felling, cleaving, carving, and polifhing timber, confifl of 
nothing more than an adze of ftone and a chiffel of bone, moft commonly that 
of a man’s arm ; and for a file or poliftier, they make ufe of a rafp of coral, and 
coral fand. 

The blades of their adzes are extremely tough, but not very hard ; they make them 
of various fizes, thofe for felling weigh fix or feven pounds; and others which 
are ufed for carving, only a few ounces ; they are obliged every minute to lharpen them 
on a ftone, which is always kept near them for that purpofe. 

Some of their fmaller boats are made of the bread-fruit-tree, which is wrought with 
much difficulty, being of a light fpongy nature. Inftead of planes, they ufe their adzes 
with great dexterity. Their canoes are all lhaped with the hand, the Indians not 
being acquainted with the method of warping a plank. 

They are very curious in the conftrudion of their boats, the chief parts or pieces whereof 
are formed feparately without either faw, plane, chiffel, or any other iron tool, which 
renders their fabrications more furprifing and worthy obfervation. They keep thefe 
boats with great care in a kind of fhed, built on purpofe to contain them. 

Their language is foft and mufical, abounds with vowels, and is eafy to be pro- 
nounced. But whether it is copious, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were not fuffi- 
ciently acquainted with it to know. As very few either of their nouns or verbs are 
declinable, it mull confequently be very imperfed. They found means, however, to 
be mutually undcrftood without much difficulty. 

Here the management of the fick falls to the lot of the priefts, and their method of 
cure confifts chiefly of prayers and ceremonies, which are repeated till the patients 
recover or die. 

From their connedion with the Europeans, they have entailed upon themfelves that 
dreadful curfe, the venereal difeafe ; which, upon enquiry, evidently appeared to 
have been brought among them by the veffels under the command of Morff. Bougain- 
ville. It was called by a name fomewhat fimilar in meaning to rottennefs, but of a 
much ftronger import : and they gave a moft Ihocking account of the fufterings of 
thofe who were firft infeded with it ; telling them, that their nails and hair fell off, and 
the flefh even rotted from their bones : and fo greatly were they terrified at the dreadful 
effeds of this alarming difeafe, that the infeded perfon was forfaken even by his own 
relations, and left to perifh by himfelf, in fuch a ftatc of mifery and pain as he had 
never before experienced. 

The religion of thefe people appeared to be exceedingly myfterious. 

They emphatically ftile the Supreme Being, the Caufer of Earthquakes, but their 
prayers are more generally addreffed to Tane, fuppofed to a fon of the firft pro- 
genitors of nature. 

T. hey believe in the exiftence of the foul in a feparate ftate, and that there are two 
fituations,'differmg in their degrees of happinefs, which they confider as receptacles 
for^ different ranks, but not as places of reward and punifhment ; they fuppofe that 
their chiefs and principal people will have the preference to thofe of inferior rank, as 
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they imagine their a£lions no way influence their future (late, and that their deities take 
no cogniiiance of them whatfoever. 

I’he office of pried is hereditary ; there are feveral of them, and of all ranks j the 
chief is refpe£i:ed next to their Kings, and they are'fuperior to the red of the 
natives not only in point of divine knowledge, but alfo in that of navigation and 
adronomy. 

The prieds here are no way concerned with the ceremony of marriage, it being a 
fimple agi'eement between the man and woman ; and when they chufe to feparate, it is 
done with as little ceremony as that of their marriage. 

Slings, with which they arc very dexterous, pikes headed with done, and long clubs 
made of wood, remarkably hard and heavy, conditute their weapons. — With thefe 
they fight with great obdinacy and cruelty, giving no quarter to either man, woman, 
or child, if they fall into their hands in time of battle. 

There is nothing among them fubdituted for money, or a general medium, by which 
every objetd may be purchafed or procured ; neither can any permanent good be 
unlawfully obtained by force or fraud : and the general commerce with women fets 
afide almod every excitement for committing adultery. In a word, in a government 
fo little polilhed, though didributive judice cannot be regularly adminidered, as there 
can at the fame time be but few crimes for the exercife of it, the want of this judice is 
not fo fevercly felt as in civilized countries. 

Thurfday, July the 13th, after leaving the ifland of Otaheitc, they failed with a 
gentle breeze and clear weather ; and were informed by Tupia, that four iflands, 
which he called Huaheine, Ulietea, Oiaha, and Bolabola, were at the didance of about 
one or two days fail, and that hogs, fowls, and other refrelhments, which had lately 
been fcarce, were to be got there in abundance. They accordingly deered their courfe 
in fearch of thefe iflands, and on Saturday the 1 5th, difeovered the ifland of Huaheine ; 
and on the i6th, in the morning, they founded near the north-wed part of the ifland, 
but found no bottom with feventy fathom. Several cano^ immediately put off, but 
they appeared fearful of coming near the fliip, till they faw Tupia, who totally removed 
their apprehenfions, and they ventured to come along-fide ; and upon affurances of 
friendfhip, the King of Huaheine and his Queen went on board. Adonifhment was 
tedified by 'i’heir Majedies at every thing that w'as fhewn to them ; yet they made no 
refearches, and appeared fatisfied with what was prefented to their observation, making 
no inquiry affter any other objects, though it was reafonable to fuppofe, that a building 
of fuch novelty and extent as the fliip mud have afforded manv curiofities. The King, 
whofe name was Oree, made a propofal to exchange names with Captain Cook, which 
was readily affented to. I'he cudom of exchanging names is very prevalent in this 
ifland, and is confidered as a mark of friendfliip. They found the people here nearly 
fimilar to thofe of Otaheite in almud every circumdance, except, if Tupia might be 
credited, they were not addifted to thieving. Having come to an anchor in a fmall 
but fine harbour, on the wed fide of the ifland. Captain Cook went afhore, accom- 
panied by Mr. Banks and fome other gentlemen, with Tupia and the King. The indant 
they landed, Tupia uncovered himfelf as low as his waid, and defired Mr. Monkhoufe 
to follow his example. Being feated, he now began a fpeech, which laded about 
twenty minutes; the King, who dood oppofitc to him, anfwcring in what feemed to be 
fet replies. During this difeourfe, he delivered at different times a handkerchief, a 
black filk neckcloth, fome beads and plantains, as prefents to their Eatua,* or deity. 
He received in return, for the Eatua of the Englifh, a hog, fome young plantains, and 
two bunches of feathers, which were carried on board. Thefe ceremonies were con- 
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fidered as a Idnd of ratification of a treaty between the Englifh and the King of 
Huaheine. 

They went on (hore again on the i8tb without Tupia, but his boy, whofe name was 
Tayota, accompanied them ; Ayith fome difficulty they negotiated for eleven pigs, and 
were not without hopes of obtaining more the next morning. 

Wednefday the 19th, they carried fome hatchets with them, with which they pro- 
cured three very large hogs. As they propofed to fail in the afternoon, the king, ac- 
companied by fome others of the natives, came on board to take his leave, when His 
Majefty received from Captain Cook a fmall pewter plate, with the following infcrip- 
tion : “ His Britannic Majefty’s fliip Endeavour, Lieutenant Cook, Commander, 
1 6th July, 1769.” Healfo was prefented with fome medals, or counters, refembling 
the coin of England, and a few other trifles. 

This ifland is diftant from Otaheite about thirty leagues, and is about twenty miles 
in circumference. Mr. Banks found here a fpccies of fcorpion which he had not feen 
before. The people are of a very lazy difpofition, though they are llouter and larger 
made than thole of Otaheite. 

From Huaheine they failed for the ifland of Ulietea, and in the afternoon came 
within a league or two of the fliore. They anchored in a bay, which is formed by a 
reef, on the north fide- of the ifland ; two canoes of natives foon came ofF from the 
fhore, and brought with them tw'o fmall hogs, which they exchanged for fome nails 
and beads. On the 20th, Mr. Banks, the captain, and others went on Ihore, accom- 
panied by Tupia, who introduced them with the fame kind of ceremonies that had 
taken place on their landing at Huaheine ; after which Captain Cook took pofieffion of 
this and the adjacent iflands in the name of the King of Great Britain. 

On the 2 2d and 23d, it being hazy weather with brifle gales, Captain Cook judged 
it rather unfafe to put to fea. On the 24th they got under fail, and fleered to the north- 
ward within the reef, towards an opening five or fix leagues diftant. In effedting this, 
he was in the greateft danger of ftriking on a rock ; the man who founded, crying 
out on a fudden, two fathom, at which they were much alarmed, but happily got clear 
without receiving .any damage. 

'Itic provifions of this ifland confift chiefly of cocoa-nuts, yams, plantains, and a few 
hogs and fowls ; that part of the country where they landed is not fo fruitful as cither 
Otaheite or Huaheine. 

On the 25th, they were within a league or two of the ifland of Otaha, byt the wind 
continuing contrary, they could not get near enough to land till the 28th in the morn- 
ing, when Mr. Banks and Dr Solandcr went in the long-boat, with the matter, to found 
a harbour on the eaft fide of the ifland, which they found fafe and convenient, with 
good anchorage. They then went on fhore, and purchafed fome hogs and fowls, and 
a large quantity of yams and plantains. 

This ifland appeared to be more barren than Ulietea, but the produce was much the 
fame. 

On the 29th they failed to the northward, and in the afternoon, finding themfelves 
to windward of fome harbours that lay on the weft fide of Ulietea, they intended to 
put into one of them, in order to flop a le;ik which they had fprung in the powder- 
room, and to take In fome additional ballaft. The wind bteing right againft them, 
they plied on and off till the afternoon of the 1 ft of Auguft, when they came to an 
anchor in the entrance of the channel which led into one of the harbours. 

W ednefday 2d of Auguft, in the morning, when the tide turned, they came into a 
proper place for mooring, in twenty-eight fathoms. In the interim many of the natives 
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came off, and brought hogs, fowls, and plantains, which were purchafed upon very 
moderate terms. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went on (hore, and fpent the day very agreeably ; the 
natives Ihcwing them great refpeft. Being conduced to the houfes of the chief people^ 
they were received in an uncommon manner. Upon their entrance into a houfe, they 
found thofe who had ran haftily before them, ftanding on each fide of a long mat, 
fpread upon the ground, and the family fitting at the further end of it. In one houfe 
they obferved fome very young girls, dreffed in the neateft manner, who kept their 
places, waiting for the ftrangers to accoft them : thefe girls were the moft beautiful the 
gentlemen had ever feen. 

Before their departure they were entertained with a dance, different from any they 
. had feen before. The performer put upon his head a large piece of wicker-work, 
about four feet long, of a cylindrical form, covered with feathers, and edged round 
with fhark’s teeth. Having this head-drefs on, which is called a Whou, he began to 
dance with a flow motion, frequently moving his head, fo as to deferibe a circle with 
the top of his wicker cap, and fometimes throwing it fo near the faces of the bye- 
ftanders, as to make them jump back ; this they confidered as an excellent piece of 
humour, and it always produced a hearty laugh, when praftifed upon any of the Englilh 
gentlemen.* 

On the 3d, they faw another company of dancers, confifting of fome of the prin- 
cipal people of the ifland. The women’s necks, breafts, and arms, were naked ; the 
other parts of the body were covered with black cloth, which was faftened clofe round 
them ; and by the fide of each breaft, next the arms, was a fmall plume of black 
feathers, worn like a nolegay. 

Thus apparelled they advanced fideways, keeping time with great exaftnefs to the 
drums, which beat quick and loud ; foon after, they began to fhake themfelves in a 
very whimfical manner, and put their bodies into a variety of ftrange pofturcs, fome- 
times ftanding in a row one behind another, fometimes fitting down, and at others 
falling with their faces to the ground, and refting on their knees and elbows, moving 
their fingers at the fame time with a quicknefs fcarcely to be credited. The chief 
dexterity, however, of thefe dancers, as well as the amufement of the fpedators, con- 
fifted in the lafeivioufnefs of their attitudes and geftures, which decency forbids us to 
deferibe. 

On Satufday the 5th, fome hogs and fowls, and feveral large pieces of cloth, many 
of them being fifty or fixty yards in length, together with a quantity of plantains and 
cocoa-nuts, were fent to Captain Cook as a prefent, from the Earee Rahie of a neigh- 
bouring ifland called Bolabola, accompanied with a meffage, that he was then on the 
ifland, and intended waiting on the captain the next day. 

On Sunday the 6th, the King of Bolabola did not vifit them agreeable to his promife ; 
his abfence, however, was not in the leaft regretted, as he fent three very agreeable 
young women to demand fomething in return for his prefent. After dinner they fet 
out to pay the King a vifit on fliore, as he did not think proper to come on board. As 
this man was the Earee Rahie of the Bolabola men, who had conquered this, and were 
the dread of all the neighbouring iflands, they were greatly difappointed, inftead of 
finding a vigorous, enterprifing young chief, to fee a poor feeble, decrepid old dotard, 
half blind, and finking under the weight of age and infirmities. He received them with- 
out either that ftate or ceremony which they had hitherto met with among the other chiefs. 

They had now plenty of hogs on board, but as they could not be brought to eat 
any ibrt of European grain, or any provender whatever that the fliip afforded, they 
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were reduced to the difagreeable neceflity of killing them immediately on their leaving 
thofe iflands ; and the fowls all died of a diforder m their head, with which they were 
feized foon after they were brought on board. 

As they were detained longer at Ulietea in repairing the Ihip than they expefied, they 
did not go on Ihore at Bolabola ; but, after giving the general name of the Society 
Iflands to the whole group, which lie between the latitude of i6" lo', and i 6 ° 55' fouth, 
they purfued their courfe, ftanding fouthwardly for an iiland, to which they were 
direfled by Tupia, at above an hundred leagues diftant, which they difcovered on Sun- 
day the 13th, and were informed by him, that it was called Ohiteroa. The next 
morning they flood in for land. When they came near the fhore, they could perceive 
that the inhabitants were armed with lances of a confiderable length. The appearance 
of the boat foon drew together a great number of them upon the beach, two of whom 
leaped into the water, and endeavoured to gain the boat, but fhe foon left them behind : 
fevcral others made the fame attempt, but with as little fuccefs. 

The boat having doubled the point where they intended to land, opened a large bay, 
and difcovered another party of the natives ftanding at the end of it, in the fame 
manner as thofe they had already feen. The boat’s crew rowed towards the fhore, 
and began to make preparations for landing, upon which a canoe, with fqme of the 
natives on board, came-off towards them ; they ordered Tupia to acquaint thefe people, 
that they did not intend doing them any injury, but wanted to traffic with them with 
nails, which they fhewed them ; this information encouraged them to come alongfide 
the boat, and they accepted of fome nails, which were given them, with much apparent 
pleafure and fatisfadion : it foon appeared, however, to be nothing more than diffimu- 
lation ; for, in a few minutes, feveral of them unexpeftedly boarded the boat, with an. 
intention of dragging her on fhore ; fome mufkets were immediately difeharged over 
their heads, which had the defired effeff, all of them leaping directly into the fea ; and 
as foon as they reached the canoe, they put back to the fhore as faft as they could 
paddle, where a vaft concourfe of their countrymen were aflembled to receive them. 
The captain faw enough of fheir difpofition to give up all hopes of eftablifhing a friendly 
intercourfe with them, and returned to the fhip. 

The people of this iiland are very tall, well proportioned, and have long hair, which, 
like the inhabitants of the other iflands, they tie in a bunch on the top of their head ; 
they are likewife tataowed on different parts of their bodies, but not on their poftcriors. 

This iiland does not Ihoot up into high peaks, like the others which they yifited, but 
is more level and uniform, and divided into fmall hillocks, fome of which are covered 
with groves of trees ; they faw no bread-fruit, and not many cocoa-nut trees, but great 
numbers of the tree called etoa, were planted all along the fhore. 

On the 15th, they failed to the fouthward, and on Friday the 25th, they celebrated 
the anniverfary of their leaving England, from whence they had been abfent one year : 
a large Chefhire cheefe, which had been carefully preferved for that purpofe, was 
brought out, and a barrel of porter tapped, which proved to be as good as any they had 
ever drank in England. 

On Thurfday the 7 th of 0 £lober, they difcovered land at weft-by -north, and in the 
afternoon of the next day, they came to an anchor oppofite the mouth of a little river 
about a mile and a half from the fhore* The captain, with Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, 
and fome other gentlemen, accompanied by a party of marines, went on fhore in the 
evening, in the pinnace and yawl. 

Having left the pinnace at the entrance of the river. Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, See. 
proceeded a little farther up, when they landed, and leaving the yawl to the caje of 
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fome of their boys, went up to a few fmall houfes which they faw at a little dillaitce. 
Taking the advantage of their abfence from the boat, fome of the natives, who had 
concpnied themfelves behind the buflies, fuddenly ruflied out, and ran towards it, 
brandilhing the long wooden lances which they had in their hands in a threatening 
manner. The cockfwain fired a mufquetoon over their heads, which did not feem to 
intimidate them ; he then fired a fecond time over their heads, but with no better 
efFeft ; alarmed at the fituation of the boat, as they were now got near enough to 
difeharge their lances at it, the cockfwain levelled his piece at them, and (hot one man 
dead on the fpot. Struck with aftonilhment at the fall of their companion, they re- 
treated to the woods with the utmoft precipitation. The report of the gun foon brought 
the advanced party back to the boats, and both the piimace and the yawl immediately 
returned to the ftiip. 

On Monday the 9th, in the morning, a great number of the natives were feen near 
the place where the gentlemen in the yawl had landed the preceding evening, and the 
greatefl; part of them appeared to be unarmed. The long-boat, pinnace, and yawl, 
being ordered out, and manned with marines and failors. Captain Cook, together with 
Mr. Banks, the reft of the gentlemen and 'I'upia went on ftiore, and landed on the 
oppofite fide of the river, over againft feveral Indians who were fitting on the 
ground. 

They ftarted up as foon as the gentlemen began to land, and their intentions ap- 
peared very hoftile, brandilhing their weapons in the ufual threatening manner ; upon 
which a mulket was fired at fome diftance from them, at the effeft at which, the ball 
happening to ftrike the water, they appeared rather terrified, and defifted from their 
menaces. The marines being drawn up, the captain, with four or five of the gentle- 
fhen and Tupia, advanced nearer to the fide of the river ; Tupia fpoke to them, and 
informed them, that they wanted to traffic with them for provilions. I’iiey readily 
confented to trade, and requefted the Englilh gentlemen to crofs the river atid come 
over to them ; which was agreed to, upon condition that the natives would quit their 
weapons ; but this the moft folemn alTurances of friendffiip could not prevail on 
them to comply with. 

The gentlemen in their turn intreated the Indians to come over to them, which 
after fome time they prevailed on one of them to do ; he was prefently followed by 
feveral others, bringing their weapons with them. They did not appear to fet any 
great value.on the beads, iron, &c. which was prefented to them, nor w'ould they give 
any thing in return, but propofed to exchange their weapons for thofe belonging to 
the Englilh, which being confequently objeded to, they endeavoured feveral times to 
fnatch them out of their hands. But their attempts to feizc the arms were repeatedly 
fruftrated, and Tupia, by diredion of the gentlemen, gave them notice, that any fur- 
ther offer of violence would be punilhed with inftant death. One of them had, ne- 
verthelefs, the audacity to fnatch Mr. Green’s hanger, and retiring a few paces, flou- 
rilhed it over his head ; he, however, paid for his temerity with his life, Mr. Monk- 
houfe firing at him with a mufquet loaded with ball ; and that gentleman afterwards, 
with great difficulty recovered the hanger, one of the Indians endeavouring to feize it. 

This behaviour of the natives, added to the want of frelh water, induced Captain 
Cook to continue his courfe round the head of the bay. He was ftill in hopes of 
getting fome of the Indians on board, and by prefents added to civil ufage, convey 
through them a favourable idea of the Englilh to their fellow-countrymen j and thereby 
fettle a good correfpondence with them. Soon after an event occurred, though 
attended with difagreeable circumftances, that promifed to fiicilitate this defign. Two 
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canoes appeared making towards land, and Captain Cook propofed intercepting them 
with his boats. One ot them got clear olF, but the Indians in the other, finding it im- 
pofiible to efcape the boats, began to attack them with their paddles : this compelled 
the Endeavour’s people to fire upon them, when four of the Indians were killed, and 
the other three, who were youths, jumped into the water, and endeavoured to fwim to 
ftiore: they were however taken up and brought on board. They were at firfl: 
greatly terrified, thinking they fiiould be killed ; but Tupia, by repeated affurances of 
friendlhip. removed their dears, and they afterwards eat very heartily of the lliip’s pro- 
vifions. When they retired to reft, in the evening, they appeared perfectly ealy in 
their minds, and llept very quietly. The next morning, after they were dreffed and 
ornamented, according to the mode of the country, with necklaces and bracelets, 
Captain Cook propofed fetting them on fhore, that they might give a favourable report 
to their countrymen of the reception they had met with. They teftified much fatis- 
fadion when told they were going to be releafed ; the names of thefe boys were I’aahou- 
range, Koikerange, and Maragovete. They informed Captain Cook, that there was a 
particular kind of deer upon the ifland, likewife taro, eapes, romara, yams, a kind of 
long pepper, bald coote, and black birds. 

On the I ith Captain Cook fet fail, in hopes of finding a better anchoring place, after 
giving this bay (called by the natives Toancora) the name of Poverty Bay; and the 
Ibuth.well point he callt?d Young Nick’s Head, on account of its being firft perceived 
by a lad on board, named Nicholas Young. 

Captain C'ook gave the name of Cape 'I’able to a point of land about feven leagues 
to the l<iuth of Poverty Bay, its figure greatly refembling a table ; and the ifland, called 
by the natives I'eahowry, he named Portland Ifland, it being very fimilar to that of 
the fame name in the Brinflt Channel. 

On the 1 2th leveral Indians came off in a canoe; they were disfigured in a ftrange 
manner, danced and fung, and appeared at times to be peaceably inclined, at others to 
menace hoftilities ; but notwithftanding l upia ftrongly invited them to come on board, 
none of them would quit the canoe. Whilft the Endeavour was getting clear of the 
fhainbles, five canoes full of Indians came off, and feemed to threaten the people on 
board, by brandifliing their lances, and other hoftiie geftures ; a four pounder, loaded 
with grape-fliot, was therefore ordered to be fired, but not pointed at them. This had 
the defired efiecf, and made them drop aftern. Next morning nine canoes full of 
Indians came from the fhore, and five of them, after having confulted together, pur- 
fued the Endeavour, apparently with a hoftiie defign. Tupia was defired to* acquaint 
them that immediate deitruftion would enfue, if they perfevered in their attempts ; 
but words had no influence, and a four pounder, with grape lliot, was fired, to give 
thorn fomc notion of the arms of their opponents, 'l liey were terrified at this kind 
of reafoning, and paddled away fiifter than they came. 

The following day, Sunday the 1 5th, in the afternoon, a large canoe, with a number 
of armed Indians, came up, and one of them, who was remarkably clothed with a 
black Ikin, found means to defraud the captain of a piece of red baize, under pretence 
of bartering the Ikin he had on for it. As foon as he had got the baize into his pof- 
feftion, inftead of giving the fkin in return, agreeable to his bargain, he rolled them 
up together, and ordered the canoe to put off from the fhip, turning a deaf ear to 
the repeated rcmonftrances of the captain againft his unjuft behaviour. After a fhort 
time this canoe, together with the filhing-boats which had put off at the fame time, 
came back to the (hip, and trade was again begun. During this fecond traffic with 
the Indians, one of them unexpedbedly feized Tupia’s little boy Tayota, and pulling 
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him him into his canoe, inftantiy put her off, and paddled away with the utmoft fpeed ; 
feveral mufquets were immediately difcharged at the people in the canoe, and one of 
them receiving a wound, they all let go the boy, who before was held down in the 
bottom of the canoe. Tayota, taking the advantage of , their conftemation, immediately 
jumped into the fea, and fwam back towards the Endeavour. He was taken on board 
without having received any harm ; but his ftrength was fo much exhaufted with the 
weight of his clothes, that it was with great difficulty he reached the Ihip. In confe- 
qucnce of this attempt to carry off Tayota, Captain Cook called the cape off which it 
happened Cape Kidnappers. Its diftance from Portland Ifland is about thirteen leagues, 
forming the Ibuth point of a bay, which the captain named Hawke’s Bay, in honour of 
Sir Edward, who then prefided at the Admiralty board. 

As every circumftance that tends to elucidate the manners and cuftoms of thefe 
people mull attrafl the attention of the curious reader, we cannot omit I’ayota’s beha- 
viour upon recovering from his fright, occaAoned by his being kidnapped. He pro- 
duced a fifli, and acquainted Tupia, that he defigned to make an offering of it to his God, 
or Eatua, as a teftimonial of his gratitude for his deliverance. Tupia approved of his 
intention, and by his direfbion the filh was call into the fea. This is an evident proof, 
that even thefe unenlightened favages, by the mere impulfe of nature, believe in the 
cxiftence of a particular providence. 

The Endeavour now paffed a fmall ifland, white and high, fuppofed to be inhabited 
only by filhermen, as it appeared quite barren, and was named Bare Ifland. On the 
17 th, Captedn Cook gave the name of Cape Turnagain to a head-land. This cape is 
remarkable for a ftratum of clay of a bright brown colour ; its prominence gradually 
diminilhes towards the north fide, but to the fouth its defeent is not fo regular. 

The land between this cape and Kidnapper’s Bay is unequal, and refembles the 
high downs of England. There appeared numerous inhabitants, and feveral villages. 
Wednefday the 18th, the Endeavour came abreaft of a peninfula in Portland Ifland, 
named Terakako, when a canoe with five Indians came up to the (hip. Two chiefs 
who were in this canoe came aboard, where they remainetl all night, and were treated 
with great civility. The chiefs would neither eat nor drink, but the fervants made up 
for their mailers’ abllinence by their voracious appetites. The three boys had given 
thefe natives an account of the hofpitality and liberality of the Englilh, which had 
prevailed upon them to pay this vifit. 

I'hurfday the 19th, the Endeavour paffed a remarkable head-land, which Captain 
Cook named Gable-End Foreland. It is diftinguilhed by a rock, in the lhape of a 
church I'pire, which is very near it. Here three canoes came up, and one Indian came 
on board ; he received fome fmall prefents, and retired to his companions. He wore 
a new garment of white filky flax, with a border of black, red, and white. 

Many of the Indians had pieces of green Hone round their necks, by way of neck- 
laces ; they were tranfparent, like an emerald, and appeared, on examination, to be a 
fpecies of nephritic ftone, of which all their ornaments of this kind confifted. Mr. 
Banks and the other gentlemen obtained feveral pieces of it. 

On the 20th they anchored in a bay, about two leagues to the north of the foreland. 
The natives in canoes invited them hither, and behaved very amicably. There ap- 
peared to be two chiefs,, who came on board. They received prefents of linen, which 
gave them much fatisfaflion ; but they did not hold fpike-nails in fuch eftimation as 
the inhabitants of fome of the other iflands. The captain, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander, 
went on Ihore, and were courteoufly received by the inhabitants, who did not appear 
in nunierouB bodies to avoid giving offence. The captain had the pleafure to find frelh 
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water, in the courfe of a tour round the bay. They remained on fliore all night, and 

next day Mr. Bfenkfi^d th# do&or feyflgaljriaats ^j^^ l»r^|»rticu- 

larly quails and psim $^ tigHb 

only tame anitn$!fl(iinon| Noitb 

America, in gr^ Auantidesi ^^^|piPb>]|illh^gV(^lie|^ 

plenry of fim m tp bay, fttOn oray-dlh, and 

which are largeTj.lilift thme ll.boiai*^» CO^. 

Mr. Banks aftd jP'A Sol«w4eP th$ir hottfia^* tBd wefe WW^i «B##d* Fidi 

conditutcd their fbod kt ibis time, ismd ilie root of a to of fenred 

them for bread*. when roaftfd opon a fire, and dkeded of its bail, was fweet 
and clammy ; itt |sille not di&gro^k, out unplea^t from its n^ber bbres. Ve.r 
gt'tabks were, doniMlefe, at omeirj|s|fons very plentiful. Tbe women paint their faces 
red, which fo far j&iOTO dhjiinilhes the very little beauty th<^ have. The 

men’s faces were Up* in g.0pfal paintfsd, but forae were rubbed over wtih red ochre 
from head to foot, tWif' ^^rel not excc|>ted« Though th^ coo|d not be compared 
to the inhabitants m Ot^ite for clean^efs k tenenil* finpailM thm in this 
refp(;ft in fome pUncularsi Evoy dwelling fNw iuppliod w%ft a ptiv% and they had 
dunghills for d^ifi^ing dhft and filth. The women wnWt'll'giNle ndwi^f the bij^e 
of gral's under a petticoat, and tq this girdle was tied in fimnt a of fragi^at 

leaves. 'I’hey feetn^ tq^|iold-'i(ijh^tyi;%;'d!!!k/;ikJ#i^ thc'wc^g 

females reforting to'’'the watering piaiipe*;?(«r|hiife’ they' favour 
that was requefted* ; , One of ^ nn diore tnOedng with an oldfU’ly woman,; 

he accompanied her tp her houfe, and having prefented her with fomeclotb and beads, 
a young girl was fipgliy out, and he wks given to underHand he migbf refire with her.; 
Soon after an eldeiJy man, with two women, came in as vifitors, and with much form*; 
ality faluted all the company, accqrding to the cofttHa of the place, which is by' 
gently joining the tips of ^eir nofea togethm*. Several of the btdians went on board, 
and tcilified their curiofity and fiirprife with regard to the difierent parts of the ihip. 

Sunday the 23d, in the •evening, they faded fifom dda bay, which by the natives is 
called Tegadoo, The wind being ctnUxary, ih^, put into another bay a little to the 
fouth, called by the natives Tokga, in order to, complete their wood and water, and 
extend ihcir cortofpondence wil||i-^ imtty€fi»^^; " 

On the 24 th^ Mr. Gore and Pi^rmes were fent onflbore to guard the people em- 
ployed in cutting wood and water- Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, and the doftor 
alfo went on Ihbre ; the two likler ett^Oyed themfelves in colleding plants. In their 
route they found in the vales many houfes uninhabited, the natives refiding chiefly in 
flight Iheds on tl)^ ridges of thP hillp, which are very fteep. In a valley between, tWb 
very high hills tnfty faw a burious rocit. that formed a large arch, oppofitc to the fe^ 
This cavity was in length above fcv^ty feet, in breadth thirty, and near fifty in height,^ 
it commanded a i^iew of the h|||^||pd the bay, which had a very happy efled. Indeed 
the whole counttry about the |to' is agreeable beyond defeription, and if properly cul- 
tivated would hiit'A piofl: fertile l^ot. Upon their return, they met an old man, who 
entertained thei|(^'^th the militpfy excrcife of the natives, which are performed with 
the patoo-pato<>(j|M^ the lance. The former is ufed as a battle-axe ; the latter is ten 
or twelve feet i»,'|(mgth» made of .oktreme hard wood, and iharpened at each end. 
A flake was fidiwuted for their old warrior’s I'ujjpoled enemy ; he, firft attacked him 
with his lance)*;|l^heil, having pierced him, the patoo-patoo was ufed to demolilh hfe 
head, and the with which he flruck would at one blow 'have fpJit any man’s 
ikull. Their trowing is done very curioufly in various figures, which makes^ thriir 
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fltelisfetBbie carving ; it is confined to the principal men, the females and fermts ufing 
only red paint, with which they daub their faces, that otherwife would not be difagree* 
id)le. Their cloth is white, glofly, and very even ; it is worn principally by the men, 
diough it is wrought by the women, who, indeed, are condemned to all the drudgery 
and labour. 

converfation with the natives, it was found they eat their enemies after they are 
killed in war. Captain Cook and Dr. Solander went on the 27 th to infpeft the bay, 
when the dodfor was not a little furprifed to find the natives in pofiellion of a boy’s 
top, which they knew how to fpin by whipping it, and he purchafed it out of curiofity. 
At the watering-place, the Indians by defire fung their war-fong, which was a ftrange 
medley of Ihouting, fighing, and grimace, at which the women adifted. The next day 
Captain Cook and the other gentlemen went upon an ifland at the entrance of the bay, 
and met vdth a canoe that was fixty-feven feet in length, fix in breadth, and four in 
I^ight j. her bottom, which was fliarp, confilled of three trunks of trees, and the fides 
and head were curioufly carved. Their favourite figure is a volute, or fpiral, which is 
ibmetimes fingle, double, and triple, and is done with great exadnefs, though the 
only inftruments the gentlemen faw w#e an axe made of Hone, and a chifiel. 

There are^ many beautiful parrots, and great numbers of birds of different kinds, 
particularly one whofe note refembled the European black-bird ; but here is no ground- 
fowl or poultry, nor were there any quadrupeds, except rats and dogs, and thefe were 
not numerous. The dogs are confidered as delicate food, and their fkins ferve for 
ornaments to their apparel. 

Sunday, Odober 29th, they fet fail from this bay, which is called by the natives 
Tolaga. This is a very hilly country, though it prefents the eye with an agreeable 
verdure, various woods, and many fraall plantations. Mr. Banks met with a great 
number of trees in the woods, quite unknown to Europeans. The fire-wood refembled 
the maple-tree, and produced a gum of whitilh colour. The only roots they met with 
were yams and fweet potatoes. 

Sailing to the northward, they fell in with a fmall ifland, hbout a mile diffant from 
the north-eaft point of the main j and this being the moft caftern part of it,, the cap- 
tain named it Eaft Cape, and the ifland Eaft Ifland : it was but fmall, and appeared 
barren. In the evening of the 30th, Lieutenant Hicks (Kfcovered a bay, to which his 
name was given. Next morning, about nine, fevcral canoes came off from fhore with 
a number of armed men, who appeared to have hoftile intentions. Before thefe had 
reached the fhip, another canoe, larger than any that had yet been feen, full of armed 
Indians, came off, and made towards the Endeavour with great expedition. The ^cap- 
tain now judging it expedient to prevent, if poffible, their attaclung him, ordered a 
gun to be fired over their heads ; this not producing the defired effe^, another gun 
was fired with ball, which threw them into fuch conftemation, that they immediately 
returned much fafter than they came. This precipitate retreat induced the captain to 
give the cape- off which it happened the name of Cape' Runaway. Next morning, at 
day-break, they faw between forty and fifty canoes along Ihore, many of which came 
off in the manner they had done the day before, Ihouting, and menacing an attacks 
One of thdr chiefs in the largeft of the canoes made feveral harangpues, and by the 
placing flourifh of his pike, feemed to bid the Ihip defiance ; but the gentlemen con- 
Ciwung to invite them to trade, they at laft came clofe alongfide, and the chief who 
had lie® decl^ming, after uttering a fentenCe, took up a ftone and threw it againft 
tite fide the Ihip, which appeared to be a declaration of hoftilities, as they inftantly 
feissed iheir arms* One of them took forae linen that was hanging to dry, and made 
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loir with it. piquet was fired over hisdiead to make him retai;iii)"hat thta^ fielt 
jp^vail > and evm after another was fired at him with fmali ifliot, which hit him in the 
back, he ftill jperfevered in his defign. Upon this the reft of the Indians dropped 
aftem at fome diftance, and fet up their fong of defiance. They did not, however, 
make any preparations for attacking the (hip ; but the captain judged, that if he fuf- 
fered them to go off without convincing them of his power of avenging the infuit, 
it might give an unfaTOurable opinion of the Englilh to the^batives on Ihore. IJe ac- 
cordingly fired a fou *pounder, which paffed over them, and the effedl it had in the 
water terrified them fo greatly, that they made to fliore with the utmoft precipitancy. 
In the afternoon they defcried a high illand to the weft, and fome time after perceived 
fome other iflands and rocks in the fame quarter ; not being able to weather them be- 
fore night came on, they bore up between them and the main land. About feven in 
the evening a double canoe, built like thofe at Otaheite, but carved after their peculiar 
manner, came up to the ftiip, and Tupia entered into a friendly converfation with the 
Indians on board ; when, on a fudden, it being now dark, they pelted the fhip with 
ilones, and then retreated. 

The Endeavour paffed the night under an ifland about twenty miles from the main, 
which they named the Mayor. In the morning of the 3d, they gave ,the name of 
the Court of Aldermen to a number of fmall iflands that lay contiguous. The chief, 
who governed the diftrid from Cape I’umagain to this coaft, was named Teratu. 

On Friday the 4th, three canoes came blong fide with feveral Indians. Thefe canoes 
were built very different iRrom the others, being formed of the trunks of fingle trees, 
made hollow by burning ; they were not carved, or in any fliape ornamented. Thefe 
Indians were of a darker complexion than the others, but made ufe of the fame modes 
of defiance, and threw feveral ftones and fome of their lances into the fliip. 

The fame afternoon the Endeavour failed towards an inlet they had difeovered, and 
anchored in feven fathom water. She was foon after furrounded by feveral canoes, 
and the Indians at firft did not (hew any figns that they intended committing hoftilities. 
One of the Endeavour's jjeople Ihot a bird, which the Indians conveyed on board, 
without teftifying any furprife at the event. For their civility the captain gave them a 
piece of cloth. Blit this favour had a very oppofite influence to what was expefted, 
for when it grew dark they fung one of their menacing fongs, and attempted to carry 
off the anchor’s buoy. Some mufquets were now fired over them, which feemed 
rather to irritate than terrify them, and upon their going off, they threatened to return 
the next morning in greater numbers ; they came back however the fame night about 
eleven o’clock, in hopes of furprifing the (hip’s crew j but finding them on their guard, 
they again retired. 

In the morning of the 5th, a great number of canoes, with near two hundred men, 
armed with fpears, lances, and ftones, made their appearance, fcemingly refoived to 
attack the (hip, and defirous of boarding her, but could not determine at what part, 
changing their ftations, and paddling round her. Thefe motions kept the crew upon 
the watch, in the rain, whilft Tupia, at the requeft of the captain, ufed every diffuafive 
argument he could fugge(l to prevent their carrying their apparent defigns into exe- 
cution ; but his expoftulations did not pacify them, till fome mufleets were fifed ; they 
then laid afiide their hoftile intentions, and began to trade.* They fold two of thdf 
weapons without fraud, but a third, for which they had received cloth, they would not 
deliver up, and inftead of paying any attention to the demand that was made of it, 
they only laughed at dxem, and tumra their expoftulations into ridicule. As the cap- 
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ta|D:f)n>pbfed to ftay feme days at this plaice, that he might observe the traidit of 
•catty, he Judged it eitpedient to chaftife thefe people for their infolenCe and knavery f 
accordingly fome fmall fliot were fired upon the piincipal offender, and a mufquet-MiH 
\(fent through his canoe. His companions left him to his fate, without taking the leaft 
notice of him, though he was wounded, and continued to trade without any difeompo- 
fure. They for fome time traded very fairly, but returning to their mal>praftices, 
another canoe was fired tll|)on, and ftruck ; they foon after padd^ away, whillc a round 
Ihot was fired over them. 

Several of the Indians came off to the (hip on the 5th, but behaved much better 
than they had done the preceding day. They had with them an old man, who had be- 
fore teftified his probity and diferetion ; and he appeared to be of fuperior rank to the 
reft. He came on board with another Indian, when the captain prelented them with 
•fome nails, and two pieces of cloth of Englilh manufafture. Tojava (which was the 
name of the old man) informed Mr. Banks, that the natives had been in great terror 
of the Englifli j when he was informed, that the captain and his people had no ill de- 
fign againft the Indians, but, on the contrary, wanted to eftablifh a friendly intercourfe, 
and to traffick with them. Tojava then acquainted the captain, that they were often 
vifited by free-booters from the north, who ftripped them of all they could lay their 
hapds on, and often made captives of their children and wives ; and that being ignorant 
who the Englilh were upon their arrival, the natives had taken the alarm upon the 
ihip’s appearing off thecoaft, but were now fatisfied of their good intent. Probably, 
their poverty and mifery may be aferibed to the ravages or this banditti, who often 
ftrip them of every neceffary of life. 

The affurances of friendlhip which they had received from the gentlemen on board, 
feemed to have a proper influence upon the natives, who were now very traftable and 
fubmillive. In a word, the natives now treated the Engliih with great hofpitality ; a 
large fupply of wood and good water was obtained, and the Ihip being very foul, was 
heeled, and her bottom ferubbed in the bay. 

November the 8th, the Indians fupplied the fliip’s crew v^th as much excellent fifti, 
refembling mackerel, as was fufficient for all their dinners, for which they gave fome 
pieces of cloth. 

A great variety of plants were this day colledled by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander : 
they had never obferved any of the kind before. 

Early in the morning of the 9th, feveral canoes brought a prodigious quantity of 
mackerel, one fort of which was no way different from the mackerel caught on our 
coaft. Thefe canoes were fucceeded by many others, equally well loaded with the 
fame fort of filh ; and the cargoes purchafed were fo great, that when falted, they 
might be confidered as a month’s provifion for the whole fhip’s company. 

This being a very clear day, the aftronomer (Mr. Green) and the other gentlemen 
landed to obferve the tranfit of Mercury. Whilft the obfervation wras making, a large 
canoe, with various commodities on board, came alongfide the Ihip ; and Mr. Gore, 
•the officer who had then the command, being defirous of encouraging them to traffick, 
produced a piece of Otaheitean cloth, of more value than any they had yet feen, which 
was immediately feized by one of the Indians, who obftinately refufed either to return 
it, or to give any thing in exchange j he paid dearly however for his temerity, being 
i^rt dead on the fpot. 

The death of this young Imjlian alarmed all the reft ; they fled with great precipi- 
tancy, and for the prefent cotfld not be induced to renew their traffick wim the Englifli* 

But 
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when the Indians on fliore heard the particulars related by Tdairay w 1 k>( greatly 
jcoiideipned the conduA of the deceafed, they feemed to think tli^ ne merited his fate, 
name proved to be Otirreeoonooe. 

Xhis tranfaftion happened, as has been mentioned, whilft the obfervation was mak- 
ing^f the tranfit of Mercury, when the weather was fo favourable that the whole 
tranflt was viewed without a cloud intervening. Mr. Green made the obfervation of 
the ingrefs, whilft Captain Cook was engaged in afcertaining the time, by taking the 
fun’s altitude. In confequence of this obfervation having been made here, this bay was 
called Mercury Bay. 

On the loth, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and the Captain, went in boats to infpe£f a 
large river, that runs into the bay. They found it broader fome miles within than at 
the mouth, and interfered into a number of ftreams, by feveral fmall iflands, which 
were covered with trees. On the eaft fide of the river the gentlemen fliot fome (hags, 
which proved very good eating. 

I'he Indians fup before fun-fet, when they eat fifli and birds baked or roafted. A 
female mourner was prefent at one of their fuppers j Ihe was feated upon the ground, 
and wept inceflantly, at the fame time repeating fome fentences in a doleful manner, 
but which Tupia could not explain ; at the termination of each period Ihe cut herfelf 
with a ihell upon her breaft, her hands, or her face ; notwithftanding this Ihocking 
bloody fpedacle greatly alFered the gentlemen prefent, yet all the Indians faw it with 
indifference. 

November i ith, great plenty of oyfters were procured from a bed which had been 
difeovered, and they proved exceedingly good. Next day the lliip was vifited by two 
canoes, with unknown Indians •, after fome invitation they came on board, and they all 
trafficked without any fraud. 

They failed from this' bay, after taking poffellion of it in the name of the King of 
Great Britain on the 15th of November. A number of iflands, of different fizes, 
appeared tow'ard the north-weft, which were named Mercury Iflands. On account of 
the number of oyfters found in the river, the captain gave it the name of Oyfter river. 
I'he inhabitants, though numerous, have no plantations ; their canoes are very indiffe- 
rently cDnftru£vcd, and are no w'ay ornamented. 

Upon this Ihore iron fand is in plenty to be found, which proves that there are mines 
of that metal up the country, it being brought down by a rivulet from thence. 

On the i8th, in the morning, the Endeavour fleered between the main, an# an 
ifland which feemed very fertile, and as extenfive as Ulietea. Many canoes filled with 
Indians came along fide, and the Indians filhg their war fong ; the Endeavour’s people 
paying them no attention, they threw' a volley of Hones, and then paddled away ; but 
they prefently returned and renewed their infults. However, upon a mufquet being 
fired at one of their boats, they made a precipitate retreat. 

In the evening they call anchor in twenty-three fathom water, and early the next 
morning they failed up an inlet. The Endeavour was now in a bay, called by die 
natives Ooahaouragee, and Captain Cook, with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, &c. went 
in the boats to the bottom of the bay to examine it, and they did not return till next 
morning. At the entrance of a wooa they met with a tree ninety-eight feet high from 
the ground to the firft branch, quite ftraight, and nineteen feet in circumference j and 
they found ftill larger trees of the fame kind as they advanced into the wood. The 
paptain called this river Thames, being not unlike our river of that name. 

The fhip, at their departure was furrounded with canoes, which induced Mr. Banks 
^ remain on board, that he might trade with the Indians. Though the traders were 
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honefi: in tlieir dealing, there was one amongft them who took a fancy to a half-minute 
glafs, but was detected in fecreting if, and he was punilhed ^^ith the cat-o’-nine tails. 
The other Indians endeavoured to fave him from this punilhment ; but being oppofed, 
they got their arms from the canoes, and fome of the people in them attempted to get 
on board. Mr. Banks and Tupia now coming upon deck, the Indians applied to Tapia, 
but he having no influence upon Mr. Hicks, the commanding officer, informed them 
of the nature of the offender’s intended punifliment, which pacified them, as they ima- 
gined he was going to be put to death. The criminal not only received twelve lafhes, 
but afterwards a drubbing from an old man, who was thought to be his father. 

On the 23d they tided it down the river, and on the 24th they fleered along the 
fhore, between the iflauds and the main, and in the evening anchored in an open bay, 
in about fourteen fathoms water. Here they caught a large number of fifh of the 
■ feienne, or bream kind ; from which the captain named this Bream Bay, and the ex- 
treme points of it Bream Head. There are numbers of rocks off this bay, which were 
called the Hen and Chickens. No inhabitants were vifible ; but from the fires per- 
ceived at night, the gentlemen concluded it was inhabited. 

Sunday the 26th, Captain Cook continued his courfe flowly along the fliore to the 
north. This day two canoes came up, and fome of the Indians came on board, when 
they trafficked very fairly. Two larger canoes foon after followed them, and coming 
up to the fhip, the people in them hailed the others, when they conferred together, 
and afterwards came along fide of the fliip. The lafl two canoes were finely ornamented 
with carving, and the people, who appeared to be of higher rank, were armed with 
various weapons ; they held in high eflimation their patoo-patoos, which were made 
of flone and whalebone, and they had ribs of whale with ornament n of dog’s hair, 
which w^ere very curious. — Thefe Indians feemed the fuperiors of the others, they 
were neverthclcfs not free from the vice of pilfering, for one of them having agreed 
to barter a weapon for a piece of cloth, he was no fooner in pofllflion of the cloth than 
he paddled away without paying the price of it ; but a mufquet being fired, he came 
back and returned the cloth. All the canoes then returned afhore. 

The F.ndeavour pafTed a remarkable point of land, which the captain called Cape 
Bret, in honour of the Baronet of that name ; this cape is much higher than any of 
the adjacent land. Within a mile to the north-eafl- by-north is a curious rocky iflaud ; 
it is arched, and has a pleafing efied at a diflancc. The natives call this Cape Mo- 
tugogogo ; it forms a bay to the weft, which contains many fmall iflands, and Captain 
Cook named the point at the north-weft -entrance Point Pococke. The inhabitants 
had the fame itch for cheating as the others. One of the midfliipmcn was fo nettled at 
being impofed upon, that he had recourfe to a whimfical expedient by way of revenge ; 
taking a fifliing line, he threw the lead with fo much dexterity, that the hook caught 
the Indian who had impofed upon him by the buttock, when the line breaking, the 
hook remained in his pofteriors. Thefe Indians were ftrong and well-proportioned ; 
their hair was black, and tied up in a bunch, ftuck with feathers ; the chiefs among 
them had garments made of fine cloth, ornamented with dog’s fltin j and they were 
alfo tataowed. 

On the 27 th, the Endeavour was amon^ a number of fmall iflands, from which 
feveral canoes came ofl'j-butthe Indians, from their frantic geftures, feemed difor- 
dered in their minds ; they threw their fifli into the fhip by handfuls, without demanding 
any thing by way of barter. Some other canoes alfo came up, and faluted the fhip 
with ftones. One of the Indians who was particularly aftive, threw a flick at one of 
the j^ndeavour’s men. It was then judged time to bring them to reafon, and a 
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mufquet, with fmall (hot, was fired at him, when he fell down in the canoe. A 
general terror was now fpread amongft them, and they all made a very precipitate 
retreat. Among the filh obtained from thefe canoes, were cavelles in great plenty, 
and for this reafon the captain called thefe iflands by the fame name. 

For feveral days the wind was fo very unfavourable, that the veflel rather loft than 
gained ground. On the 29th, having weathered Cape Bret, they bore away to leeward, 
and got into a large bay, where they anchored on the fouth-weft fide of feveral iflands } 
after which the fhip was furrounded by thirty-three large canoes, containing near three 
hundred Indians, all armed. Some of them were admitted on board and Captain 
Cook gave a piece of broad cloth to one of the chiefs, and fome fmall prefents to the 
others. They traded peaceably for fome time, being terrified at the fire-arms, the 
effect of which they were not unacquainted with ; but whilft the captain was at dinner, 
on a fignal given by one of their chiefs, all the Indians quitted the fhip, and they 
attempted to tow away the buoy ; a mufquet was now fired over them, but h pro- 
duced no efFe<ft ; fmall fhot was then fired at them, but it did not reach them. A 
ittufquct loaded with ball, was therefore ordered to be fired, and Otegoowgoow (fon 
of one of the chiefs) was w'ounded in the thigh by it, which induced them immediately 
to throw the buoy overboard. To complete their confufion a round fhot was fired, 
which reached the fhore, and as foon as they landed they ran in fearch of it. If thefe 
Indians had been under any kind of military difeipline, they might have proved a much 
more formidable enemy ; but a£fing thus, without any plan or regulation, they only 
fxpofed themfelvcs to the annoyance of fire-arms, whilft they could not poflibly 
fuccced in any of their defigns. 

'I he captain, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander landed upon the ifland. The gentlemen- 
were now in a fmall cove, and they were prefently furrounded by near four hundred 
armed Indians ; but the captain not fufpeding any hoftile defign on the part of the 
natives, remained peaceably difpofed. I’he gentlemen marching towards them, drew 
a line, intimating that they were not to pafs it ; they did not infringe upon this boundary 
for fome time, but at length they fung the long of defiance, and began to dance, 
whilft a party attempted to draw the Endeavour's boats on fhore. Thefe fignals for 
an attack being immediately followed by the Indians breaking in upon the line, the 
gentlemen judged it time to defend themfelvcs, and accordingly the captain fired his 
mufquet, loaded with fmall fliot, which was fcconded by Mr. Banks difeharging his 
piece, and two of the men follow'ed his example. This threw the Indians into great, 
confufion, and they retreated ; but were rallied again by one of their chiefs,. , who 
fhouted and w'aved his patoo-patoo. The doftor now pointed his mufquet at this herb^ 
and hit him ; this ftopt his career, and he took to flight with the other Indians. They 
retired to an eminence in a colledive body, and feemed dubious whether they fhould 
return to the charge. They were now at too great a diftance for ball to reach them j 
but thefe operations being obferved from the fhip, Ihe brought her broad fide to bear* 
and by firing over them foon difperfed them. The Indians had in this fkirmifh two of 
their people wounded, but none killed. Peace being thus reftored, the gentlemen 
began to gather celery and other herbs ; but fufpefling forne of the natives were lurking 
about with evil defigns, they repaired to a cave, which was at a fmall diftanos ; here 
they found the chief, who had that day received a prefent from the captain^ he came- 
forth with his wife and brother, and folicited their clemency. It appeared that one of the 
wounded Indians was a brother of this chief, who was under great anxiety left the 
wound fhould prove mortal ; but his grief was in a great degree alleviated, when he 
was made acquainted with the different effefts of fmall fhot and ball : he was jit the 
fame time aflured, that upon any future hoftilities being committed, ball would be 

4 ■ ufed. 



CAPTAIK COOK*S FIRST VOYAGE. 


53 ^ 

uTed. This interview terminated very cordially, after fome trifling prefents were made 
to the chief and his companions. 

The prudence of the gentlemen upon this occafion cannot be much commended. 
Had thefe four hundred Indians boldly julhed in upon them at once with their weapons, 
the mufquetry could have done very little execution ; But fuppofing twenty ©r thirty 
of the Indians had been wounded, for it docs not appear their pieces were loaded with 
ball, but only fmall ftiot, there would have remained a fufficient number to have 
maflacred them, as it appears they do not give any quarter, and none could have been 
expected upon this occafion. — ^It is true, when the fhip brought her broad-fide to bear, 
Ihe might have made great havock amongfl; the Indians ; but this would have been too 
late to fave the party on fliore. 

Being again in their boats, they rowed to another part of the fame illand, when 
landing and gaining an eminence, they had a very agreeable and romantic view of a 
great number of iflands, well inhabited and cultivated. The inhabitants of an adjacent 
town approached unarmed, and teftified great humility and fiibmiflion.— Some of the 
party on Ihore, who had been very violent for having the Indians punilhed for their 
fraudulent condud, were now guilty of trefpafles equally reprehenfible, having forced 
into fome of the plantations, and dug up potatoes. The captain upon this occafion 
Ihewed ftrift juftice, in puniftiing each of the offenders with twelve lalhes ; one of them 
being very refraftory upon the occafion, and complaining of the hardfhip, thinking an 
Englifliman had a right to plunder an Indian with impunity, was flogged out of his 
opinion with fix additional laflies. Probably, his adding, “ that in this he had only 
followed the example of his fuperiors,” might have had no little weight in procuring 
him this laft fentence. 

On Tuefday the 5th, in the morning, they weighed anchor, but wore foon becalmed, 
and a.ftrong current fetting towards thefhorc, they were driven in with fuch rapidity, 
that they expected every moment to run upon the breakers, which appeared above 
water not more than a cable’s length diflance ; they were fo near the land, that Tupia, 
who was totally ignorant of the danger, held a converfation with the Indians, who were 
Handing on the beach. They were happily relieved, however, from this alarming 
fituation by a frefli breeze fuddcnly fpringing up from the Ihore. 

The bay which they had left was called the Bay of the Iflands, on account of the 
numerous iflands it contains ; they catched but a few fifh while they lay there, but 
procured great plenty from the natives, who are extremely expert at flfhing. 

^ December the 7th, feveral canoes put off and followed the Endeavour, but a breeze 
* arifin^. Captain Cook did not wait for them. On the 8th, they tacked and flood infer 
the Ihore ; and on the 9th, came to a deep bay, which the captain called Doubtlefs 
Bay. The wind prevented their putting in here. They beat to windward four days, 
and made but little way. On the lolh, the land appeared low and barren, but was not 
dellitute of inhabitants ; the next morning they flood in with the land, wBich forms a 
peninfula, and which the captain named Knuckle Point. Another bay, that lies con- 
tiguous, Captain Cook called Sandy Bay ; in the middle of it is a high mountain, which 
was named Mount Camel, on account of its refembling that animal. On the 1 6th 
came olf the northern extremity of New Zealand, which the captain called North 
Cape. Their fituation varied but little until the 24th, when they difeovered land, 
which they judged to be the iflands of the Three Kings, though they did not refetnble 
th?^def(|fijpuon of them in Dalrymple’is account. Mr. Banks went out in thie fmall 
bQa6(i&^^fcaughtforae birds that greatly refembled geefe, and they were very good eating* 
they tacked and flood to eaflward, and on the 3d they faw lahd 
agaia^'rit was high and flat, and trended away to the fouth-eafl, beyond the reach of 
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the naked eye. It Js remarkable, that the Endeavour was three weeks in making ten 
leagues to the weftward. On the morning of the 4th they flood along the fliore, the 
coafl appearing fandy and barren. They faw a fun-fifh, fhort and thick in figure, with 
two large fins, but fcarcc any tail, refembling a (hark in colour and fize. 

On the 9th they faw a point remarkably high to the ea(l-north>eafl ; the captain 
named it Albetrofs Point, on the north fide of which a bay is formed that promifes 
good anchorage. At about two leagues diftance from Albetrofs Point, to the north- 
eafl:, they difcovered a remarkable high mountain, equal in height to that of Teneriffe, 
the fummit of which was covered with fnow, and it vns named Mount Egmont. This 
day fome very heavy Ihowers of rain fell, accompanied with thunder and lightning. 
The captain propofed careening the fltip here, and taking in wood and water ; and 
accordingly, on the 15th, fleered for an inlet. Here they faw a fea-lion ; it is a very 
curious creature, and anfwers the defeription given of it in Lord Anfon’s Voyage. In 
pafiing the point of the bay, they obferved an armed fentinel on duty, who was twice 
relieved. Four canoes came from fhorc to vifit the fhip, but none of the Indians would 
venture on board, except an old man, w'ho feemed of elevated rank ; he was received 
with the utmoll hofpitality. The captain and the other gentlemen now went on fhore, 
where they met with plenty of wood and water, and were very fuccefsful in fifhing, 
catching fome hundred weight in a fhort time. 

On the i6th, the Endeavour’s people were engaged in careening her, when three 
canoes came oil' with a great number of Indians, and brought feveral of their women 
with them. This circumftance was judged a favourable prefage of their peaceable 
difpofition ; but they foon gave proofs of the contrary, by attempting to flop the long- 
boat that was fent aihorc for water, when Captain Cook had recourfe to the old expe- 
dient of firing fome fliot, which intimidated them for theprefent. Tupia, in converfing 
with them, and making many inquiries concerning the curiofities of New Zealand, 
alked them, if they had ever before feen a fhip of the magnitude of the Endeavour ; 
to which they replied, they had never feen fuch a veffel, nor ever heard that one had 
been upon the coaft. There is great plenty of fifh in all the coVes of this bay ; among 
others here are cuttle-fifh, large breams, fmall grey breams, fmall and large baracootas, 
flying gurnards, horfc-mackerel, dog-fifli, foies, dabs, mullets, drums, fcorpenas or 
rock-fifli, cole-fifli, fhags, chimeras, &c. The inhabitants catch their fifh as follows : 
their net is cylindrical, extended by feveral hoops at the bottom, and contraded at the 
top ; the fifh going in to feed upon what is put in the net, are caught in great 
abundance. There are alfo birds of various kinds, and in great numbers, particularly 
parrots, w'ood-pigeons, water-hens, hawks, and many dill'crent finging birds. An herb, 
a fpcciesof Philadelphus, was ufed herelinftead of tea ; and a plant, called teegoorae, 
refembling rug-doaks, ferved the natives for garments. The environs of the cove 
where the Endeavour lay are covered entirely with wood, and the fupple-jacks are fo 
numerous, that it is with difficulty palTengers can purfue their way ; here is a numerous 
fand'fly that is very difagreeablc. 'I'he tops of many of the hills are covered with 
fern. The air of the country is very moift, and has fome qualities that promote putre- 
faction, as birds that had been fhot but a few hours were found with maggots in them. 
They difpofe of their dead in a very Angular manner : they tie a large ftone to the body, 
and throw it into the fea. The gentlemen faw the body of. a woman which had been 
difpofed of this way, but which by fome accident had difpngaged itfelf from the ftone, 
floating upon the water. The captain, Mr. Banks, and the doftor, yifited a cove, about 
tw'o miles from the fhip. There was a family of Indians, who were greatly alarmed at 
the approach of the gentlemen, q|l running away except one ; but upon Tupia’s con- 
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verfxng with him, the others returned. They found, by the provifions of this family, 
that they were cannibals, here being feveral human bones that had been lately dreffed 
and picked ; and it appeared, that a fhort time before, fix of their enemies having fallen 
into their hands, they had killed four- and eaten them, apd that the other two were 
drowned in endeavouring to make their efcape. They made no fecret of this abomi- 
nable cuftom, but anfwered Tupia, who was defirous to afeertain the fa£t, with great 
compofure, that his conjectures were juft, that they were the bones of a man, and 
teftified by figns that they thought human flefli delicious food. Upon being alked, 
why they had not eaten the body of the woman that had been feen floating upon the 
water ? They replied, (he had died of a diforder, and that moreover flie was related to 
them, and they never ate any but their enemies. Upon Mr. Banks’s ftill teftifying 
fome doubts concerning the faCt, one of the Indians drew the bone of a man’s arm 
through his mouth, and this gentleman had the curiofity to bring it away with him. 
There was a woman in this family whofc arms and legs were cut in a fliooking manner, 
and it appeared flie had thus wounded herfelf, bccaufe her hufband had lately been 
killed and eaten by the enemy. 

Some of the Indians brought four Ikulls one day to fell, which they rated at a very 
high price. The brains had been taken out, and probably eaten, but the fcalp and hair 
remained. They feemed to have been dried by fire, in order to preferve thorn from 
putrefadion. The gentlemen likewife faw the bail of a canoe, which was made of a 
human Ikull. In a word, their ideas were fo horrid and brutal, that they feemed to 
pride themfelves upon their cruelty and barbarity, and took a peculiar plcafure in 
fhewing the manner in which they killed their enemies, it being confidered as very 
meritorious to be expert at this deftrudion. The method ufed was to knock them 
down with their patoo-patoos, and then rip up their bellies. 

An amazing number of birds ufually began their melody about two o’clock in 
the morning, and ferenaded the gentlemen till the time of their rifing. This har- 
mony was very agreeable, as the mip lay at a convenient diftance from the fliore to 
hear it. Thcfc feath^ed chorifters, like the Englifti nightingales, never fiog in the 
day time. 

On the 20th, Mr. Banks purchafed of the old Indian a man’s head, which he 
feemed very unwilling to part with ; the Ikull had been fradured by a blow, and the 
brains were extraded, and like the others, it was preferved from putrefadion. From 
the care with which they kept thefe Ikulls, and the reludance with which they bartered 
any, it was imagined they were confidered as trophies of war, and teftimonials of their 
valour. Some of the company, in their excurfions, met with fortifications that had not 
the advantage of an elevated fituation, but were furrounded by two or three wide 
ditches, with a draw-bridge, which, thougfi fimple in its ftrudure, is capable of 
anfwering every purpofe againft the arms of the natives. Not only thofe who are 
killed, but the prifoners likewife arc dpvoured by the vidors. From what has been 
related by fuch unqueftionable authority, there can remain no doubt with the un- 
prejudiced reader, that the inhabitants of this part of the globe arc cannibals. 

The 22d was employed by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander in colleding of plants. 
On the 24th they vifited a hippah, which was fituated on a very high rock, hollow 
underneath, forming a find natural arch, one fide of which joined to the land, an4 the 
other rofe out of the fea. This hippah was partly furrounded with a pallifade. Here 
the^ met with a crofs refembling a crucifix, which ’was ornamented with feathers, ari 4 
which was ereded as a monument for a deceafed perfon ; but they could not learii hoW 
his body difpofed of. 
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On the 2 5th, the captain, Mr. Banks, and Doflior Solander, went on fhore to fhoot, 
when they met with a numerous family, who were among the creeks catching fifli. 
They behaved very civilly, and received forae trifling prefents. 

The (hip’s company were, on the 27th and aSth^ engaged in making neceflary repairs, 
and getting her ready for fea*. The captain went on fhore again, and erefted another 
OTramid of Hones, in which he put fome bullets, beads, &c. as before, with the addi* 
tion of a piece of filver coin, and placed part of an old pendant on the top, to dif- 
tinguilh it. Some of the people who had been fent out to gather celery, met with 
feveral of the natives, among whom were fome women, whofe hulbands had lately 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, and they were cutting many parts of their body 
in the moft (hocking manner with (harp Atones, in teftimony of their exccflive grief. 
What made this ceremony appear ridiculous as well as (hocking, was, that the male 
Indians, who were with them, paid not the leaft attention to it, but with the greateft 
unconcern imaginable employed themfelves in repairing fome empty huts upon the fpot. 

On Tuefday the 30th, two polls were erefted, infcribed with the (liip’s name, &c. 
as ufual ; one was placed at the watering place, with the union flag upon it, and the 
other in the fame manner, on the illand of Motuara ; and the inhabitants being informed, 
that thefe ports were meant as memorials of the Endeavour having touched at this 
place, promifed never to deftroy them. The captain then named this inlet Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound ; and took polTeflion of it in the name, and for the ufe of His 
Majerty, and a bottle of wine was drank to the Queen’ s health. 

Towards night, on the 31ft, a brilk gale arofe, attended with heavy (liowers, and the 
next morning became fo very tempertuous, that the Endeavour had her hawfer broke, 
and feveral calks of water that had been left on (hore were walhed away b^ the rain. 

The 2d, 3d, and 4th of February were chiefly 4 >ent in preparing for their departure, 
and purchafmg (i(h of the natives. 

On the 6th, in the morning, the Endeavour failed out of the bay, which the (hip’s 
company, from an abhorrence of the brutal cuftom that prevails here of eating men, 
called Cannibal Bay. The natives about this found are not above four hundred in 
number ; they are fcattered along the coaft, and live upon fern-root and fi(h j the 
latter of which was the only commodity they traded in. 

The Endeavour having left the found, (leered eartward, and about fix o’clock in the 
evening they were greatly alarmed at their being carried, by the rapidity of the cur- 
rent, very clofe to one of the two illands which lie olF CapeKoamaroo, at the entrance 
of the found. The (hip was in fuch imminent danger that they ex|itcled every 
minute (he would be dalhed to pieces ; but letting go an anchor, and veering one 
hundred and fixty fathom of cable, (he was brought up, when they were not above 
two cables length from the rocks : in this fituation they were obliged to wait for the 
ebb of the tide, which was not till after midnight. At three o’clock in the morping 
they weighed anchor, and a fine breeze fpringing up foon after, they were carried 
through the rtreight with great velocity. At the entrance of the ftreight, on the north 
fide, there is a fmall illand, which was named Entry Illand. 

On the 8th they were off Cape Pallifer, when they dlfcovered that the land reached 
away to the north-cart towards Cape Turuagain. Three canoes came off in the after- 
noon, with feveral people in them ; they made a good appearance, and their canoes 
were ornamented like thofe of the Indians of the northern coart. They came on 
board with great alacrity. One old man was tattaowed in a very remarkable manner ; 
he was likewife marked with a rtreak of red paint acrofs the nofe, and over both 
cheeks ; his hair was quite white. as well as his beard. His garment was made of flw, 
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with a wrought border, under which was a kind of petticoat, made of a cloth called 
Aooree Waovv ; his ears were decorated with teeth and pieces of green ftone. 

On the 14th of February, about fixty Indians in four double canoes, came within a 
ftonc’s call of the fliip, which they beheld with furprife. Tupia endeavoured to per- 
fuade them to approach nearer, which they refufed, and made toward the Ihore, but did 
not reach it till after it was dark. From the behaviour of thefe people, the place from 
whence they came was called the Ifland of Lookcr’s-on. They had various winds and 
fcas till the 4th of March, when they faw feveral whales and feals. On the 9th they 
faw a ledge of rocks, and foon afterwards another ledge, three leagues from the ihore, 
which they paffed to the north during the night, and difeovered the others under their 
bow at day-break. Thus they had a narrow efcape from deftruftion j and thefe ledges 
of rocks were denominated Traps, from their being adapted to entrap the unwary. 

. In the morning they failed northward, and on the day following, difeovered a barren 
rock, about a mile in circumference, very high, and five leagues from the main land. 
This was called Solander’s Ifiand. On the 13th they difeovered a bay, which contains 
feveral iflands, behind which, if there be depth of water, there muil be ihelter from 
all winds. Captain Cook called tliis Duiky-Bay, and it is remarkable for having five 
high peaked rocks laying oft' it, which look like the thumb and four fingers of a man’s 
hand ; whence it was denominated Point Five Fingers. 

They had now almoft pafled the whole of the north-weft: coaft: of Tovy Poenam* 
moo j the face of the country aftbrded nothing worth notice, but a ridge of rocks of 
a ftupendous height, which Dr. Hawkefworth deferibes as “ totally barren and naked, 
except where they are covered with fnow, which is to be feen in large patches in many 
parts of them, and has probably lain there ever fmee the creation of the world ; a 
profpeft more rude, craggy, and defolate than this country affords from the fea can- 
not poffibly be conceived ; for as far inland as the eye can reach, nothing appears but 
the fummits of rocks, which Hand fo near together, that, inftead of valUes, there are 
only fiflures between them.” 

By the 27th they had failed round the whole country, and determined to depart 
from the coaft, ^ foon as they had taken in a ftock of water. For this purpofe the 
captain went alhore in the long-boat, and found an excellent watering-place, and a 
proper birth for the fhip ; which being moored, they began filling their calks, while 
the carpenter and his crew were employed in cutting wood. A council of the officers 
was now held, as to the paflage they fhould take to England ; when it was refolved to 
return by the Eaft Indies, and with that view to fleer for the eaft coaft of New Hol- 
land, and then follow the direftion of that coaft to the northward. 

This refolution being taken, they failed at day-break, on Saturday, March 31, 1770, 
and taking their departure from an eaftem point, which they had feen on the 23d, 
they called it Cape Farewell. The bay from which they failed was named Admiralty 
Bay, and the two capes thereof Cape Stephens, and Cape Jackfon, the names of the 
then Secretaries to the Board of Admiralty. 

Abel Janfen Tafinen, a Dutchman, was the firft European that made a difeovery of 
New Zealand, to which he gave the name of Staaten l^md, that is, the land of the 
States-General. Tafmen never went on fhore, as the Indians attacked him foon after 
he came to an anchor, in the bay to which he gave the name of Murderers Bay : this 
was in December 1642. 

, The fituation of thefe iflands is between 34° and 48° of fouth latitude, and 181* 
* 11 * ®f y^eft longitude. The natives call the northern ifland Eaheinomauwe, 
his ovy Poenammoo. 

Eaheinomauwe, 
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Eaheinomauwe, though hilly, and in foine places mountainous, is well ftored with 
wood, and there is a rivulet in every valley. 'I'he foil of the valleys is light, but is fo 
fertile, as to be well adapted for the plentiful produftion of all forts of the fruits, plants, 
and corn of Europe. The fummer is more equally warm, though not hotter than in 
England ; and it is imagined,* from the vegetables that were found, that the winter is 
not fo fevere. 

Dogs and rats are the only quadrupeds that were feen, and of the latter only a very 
few. The inhabitants breed the dogs for the foie purpofe of eating them. There are 
feals and whales on the coaft ; and they once faw a fea-lion. The birds are hawks, 
owls, quails ; and there are fong-birds, whofe note is wonderfully melodious. The 
infcdls are flelh-flies, beetles, butterflies, fand-flies, and raufquitoes. 

Tovy Poenammoo appears to De a barren country, is very mountainous, and alraoft 
deftitute of inhabitants. 

The fea which waflics thefe iflands abounds with fifli, which are equally delicate and 
wholeforne food. They feldom came to anchor but they catched enough, with hook 
and line only, to fupply the whole fliip's crew ; and, when they fiflied with nets, every 
mefs in the Ihip, except thofe who were too indolent, failed as much as fupplied them 
when at fea for feveral weeks after. 

This country abounds with foivfts, filled with very large, ftraight and cleanlimber. 
Upwards of four hundred fpecies of plants were found, all of which are unknown in 
England, except garden night-fliade, fow-thillle, two or three kinds of fern, and one 
or two forts of grafs. There is only one flirub or tree in this country which produces 
fruit, and that is a kind of berry alinoft taftelefs ; but they have a plant which 
anfwers all the ufes of hemp and flax. There arc two kinds of this plant, the 
leaves of one of which are yellow, and the other a deep red, and both of them referable 
the leaves of flags. Of thefe leaves they make lines and cordage, and much ftronger 
than any thing of the kind in Europe. 

I’hc men of this country arc as large as the largcfl; Europeans. Their complexion 
is brown, but little more fcl than that of a Spaniard. They are full of flelh, but not 
lazy and luxurious ; and are flout and well-fhaped. The women poflefs not that de- 
licacy which diftinguiflies the European ladies ; but their voice is Angularly foft, which, 
as the drefs of both fexes is fimilar, chiefly diflinguifhes them from the men. They 
have neither black cattle, llieep, hogs, nor goats ; fo that their chief food being filh, 
and that not at all times to be obtained, they are in danger of dying through hunger. 
They have a few, and but a very few dogs ; and when no fifli is to be gof^ they have 
only vegetables, fuch as yams and potatoes, to feed on j and if by any accident thefe 
fail them, their fituation muft be deplorable. This w'ill account for their fliocking 
cuftotn of eating the bodies that are llain in battle ; for he who fights through mere 
hunger, will not fcruple to eat the adverfary he has killed. 

The inhabitants of New Zealand are as modeft and referved in their behaviour and 
converfation as the mod: polite nations of Europe. The women indeed were not dead 
to the fofter impreflions ; but their mode of confent was, in their idea, as harmlefs as 
the confent to mamage with us, and equally binding for the ftipulated time. If any 
of the Englifli addrefled one of their women, he was informed, that the confent of her 
friends muft be obtained, which ufually followed on his making a prefent. This done* 
he was obliged to treat his temporary wife at leaft as delicately as we do in England. 
A gentleman who failed in the Endeavour, having addrefled a fanuly of fome rank, 
received an anfwer, of which the following is an exa6t tranflation — “ Any of thefe 
young ladies will think themfelves honoured by your addrefles, but you muft firft make 
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me a fuitable prdent, and you muft then come and fleep with us on Ihore, for day-light 
niuft by no means be a witnefs of what paffes between you.” 

Thele Indians anoint their hair with oil melted from the fat of fifli or birds. Both 
foxes, but the men more than the wpmen, mark their bodies with black ftains, called 
amoco. Exclufive of the amoco, they mark themfelves with furrows. Thefe furrows 
make a hideous appearance, the edges being indented, and the whole quite black. The 
paintings on their bodies refemble fillagree work, and the foliage in old chafed orna- 
ments; but no two are painted exactly after the fame model. The people of New 
Zealand frequently left the breech free from thefe marks, which the inhabitants of 
Otaheite adorned beyond any other. 

Their drefs is formed of the leaves of the flag fplit into flips, which are interwoven, 
and made into a kind of matting, the ends, which are feven or eight inches in length, 
hanging out on the upper fide. One piece of this matting being tied over the Ihoulders 
’ reacnes to the knees ; the other piece being wrapped round the waift, falls almoft to 
the ground. 

The women never tie their hair on the top of their head, nor adorn it with feathers ; 
and are lefs anxious about drefs than the men. Their lower garment is bound tight 
round them, except when they go a fifhing, and then they are careful that the men 
fhall not fee them. 

The ears of both fexes are bored, and the holes ftretched fo as to admit a man’s 
finger. The ornaments of their ears are feathers, cloth, bones, and fometimes bits of 
wood. They likewife hung to their ears, by firings, chilTels, bodkins, the teeth of 
dogs, and the teeth and nails of their dcceafed friends. The men wear a piece of green 
talc, or whalebone, with the refemblancc of a man carved on it, hanging to a firing 
round the neck. They faw one man who had the griftle of his nofe perforated, and 
a feather being paiTed through it, projefled over each check. 

Thefe people Ihew lefs ingenuity in the firufturc of their houfes, than in any thing 
elfe belonging to them ; they are from fixteen to twenty-four feet long, ten or twelve 
wide, and fix or eight in height. The frame is of flight flicks of wood, and the walls 
and roof are made of dry grafs pretty firmly compacted. Some of them arc lined 
with the bark of trees, and the ridge of the houfe is formed by a pole, which runs 
from one end to the other. The door is only high enough to admit a perfon crawling 
on hands and knees, and the roof is Hoping. There is a fquare hole near the door, 
ferving both for window and chimney, near which is the fire-place. 

Some who can afford it, and whofe families are large, have three or four houfes 
inclofed within a court-yard. Their clothes, arms, feathers, fome ill made tools, and 
a chefi, in which all thefe are depofited, form all the furniture of the infide of the 
houfe. Their hammers to beat fern-root, gourds to hold water, and bafkets to contain 
provifions, arc placed without the houfe. 

The canoes of this country are not unlike the whale-boats of New England, being 
long and narrow. The larger fori feem to be built for war, and will hold from thirty 
to one hundred men. One of thefe, at Tolaga, meafured near feventy feet in length, fix 
in width, and four in depth. It was fharp at the bottom, and confified of three lengths, 
about two or three inches thick, and tied firmly together with firong plaiting ; each 
fide was formed of one entire plank, about twelve inches broad, and about an inch 
and a half thick, which were fitted to the bottom part, with equal ftrength and inge- 
nuity. Several thwarts were ljud from one fide to the other, to which they were fe- 
curely faftened, in order to firengthen the whole. 

Thefe vefl^ are rowed with a kind of padres, between five and fix feet in length, 
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the blade of which is a long oval, gradually decreafing till it reaches the handle ; and 
the velocity with which they row with thefe paddles is really furprifing. The veffels 
are fleered by two men, having each a paddle, and fitting in the ftem; but they can 
only fail before the wind, in which diredion they move with confiderable fwiftnefs. 

Ihefe Indians ufe axes, adzes and chiffels, with which laft they likewifc bore holes. 
The chiffels arc made of jafper, or of the bone of a man’s arm ; and their axes and 
adzes of a hard black flone. They ufe their fmall jafper tools till they are blunted, 
and then throw them away, having no inflrument to fharpen them with. 

Their warlike weapons are fpears, darts, battle-axes, and the patoo-patoo. The 
fpear, which is pointed at each end, is about fixteen feet in length, and they hold it 
in the middle, fo that it is difficult to parry a pulh from it. Whether they fight in boats 
or on Ibore, the battle is hand to hand, fo that they muft make bloody work of it. 

When they came to attack the Englifli, there was ufually one or more thus dillln- 
guifhed in each canoe. It was their cuftom to flop at about fifty or fixty yards dif- 
tance from the fliip, when the commanding officer, arifing from his feat, and putting 
on a garment of dog’s Ikin, ul'ed to direft them how to proceed. When they were 
loo far from the fhip to reach it either with flone or lance, they cried out, Haromai^ 
haromai, barre uta a fatoo-patoo oge — “ Come to us, come on fliore, and we will kill 
you all with our patoo-patoos.” During thefe menaces they approached the fhip, till 
they came alongfide, talking peaceably at intervals, and anfwering whatever queftions 
they were afked. Then again their threats were renewed, till imagining the failors were 
afraid of them, they began the war-fong and dance, and threw floncs on board the fhip. 

In the war-dance their motions are numerous, their limbs are diflorted, and their 
faces are agitated. Their tongue hangs out of their mouths to a vafl length, and 
t'leir eye-lids are drawn fo as to form a circle round the eye ; they fhake their darts, 
brandifh their fpears, and wave their patoo-patoos to and fro in the air. They accom- 
pany this dance with a fong, which is fung in concert ; every flrain ending with a loud 
and deep figh. There is an adivity and vigour in their dancing, which is truly admi- 
rable ; and their idea of keeping time in mufic is fuch, that fixty or eighty paddles 
will flrike at once againfl the fides of their boats, and make only one report. 

With regard to religion, they acknowledge one fuperior being, and feveral fubordi- 
nate. Their mode of worfhip could not be learned, nor was any place proper for that 
purpofc feen. 

A great fimilitudc was obforved between the drefs, furniture, boats andji»ts of 
New Zealanders, and thofe of the inhabitants of the South Sea iflands, which furnifhed 
a ftrong proof, that the common anceftors of both were natives of the fame country. 
Indeed the inhabitants of thefe different places have a tradition that their anceftors 
migrated from another country many ages fince ; and they both agree, that this coun- 
try was called Heawige. But perhaps a yet ftronger proof that their origin was the fame, 
will arife from the fimilitude of their language, of which the following is a fpecimen : 


New Zealand. 
WhabinCy 
TaatOf 
Mata, 
Ahewh, 
Paparinga, 
Ateraboo, 
Apeto, 

Heromai, 


Otaheitc. 


Abeinc, 

A woman. 

Tata, 

People. 

Matau, 

The eyes. 

Eaboo, 

The nofe. 

Paparea, 

The cheeks. 

Eoboo, 

The belly. 

Pito, 

The navel. 

Harre mai. 

Come hither. 


They 
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They failed from Cape Farewell on the 31ft of March, 1770, and had fine weather 
and a fair wind till the 9th of April, when they faw a tropic-bird. On the 15th they 
faw an egg-bird and a gannet ; and on the day following a fmall land-bird perched on 
the rigging, from which they concluded they were near land ; but they found no 
ground with one hundred and twenty fathom. At fix o’clock in the morning of the 
19th, they difcovcred land four or five leagues difiant ; the fouthernmoft part of which 
was called Point Hicks, in compliment to Mr. Hicks, the firft lieutenant, who made the 
difcovcry of it. At noon they difcovered another point of the fame land, rifing in a 
round hillock, extremely like the Ram Head at the entrance of Plymouth Sound, fur 
which reafon Captain Cook gave it the fame name. What they had yet feen of the 
land was low and even, and the inland parts were green, and covered with wood. 
They now faw three watcr-fpouts at the fame time, one of which continued a quarter 
. of an hour. On Sunday, the 2 2d, they were fo near the fliore, as to fee feveral of 
the inhabitants on the coaft, who were of a very dark complexion, if not perfect 
negroes. 

On the 27th they faw feveral of the inhabitants walking along the fliore, four 
of them carrying a canoe on their flioulders ; but as they did not attempt coming olf 
to the fliip, the captain took MelTrs. Banks and Solander and Tupia in the yawl, and 
employed four men to row them to that part of the fliore where the natives appeared, 
near which four fmall canoes laid clofe in-land. The Indians fat on the rocks 
till the yawl was within a quarter of a mile of the fliore, and then ran away into the 
woods. The furf beating violently on the beach, prevented the boat from landing. 

At five in the evening they returned to the fliip, and a light breeze fpringing up, 
they failed to the northward, where they difcovered feveral people on fliore. 'I’hey 
brandiflied their weapons, and threw themfelvcs into threatening attitudes. The bodies, 
thighs, and legs of two of thefe, were painted with white ftreaks, and their faces were 
almoR covered with a white powder. They talked to each other with great emotion, 
and each of them held a kind of cimeter in his hand. 

They anchored oppofite a village of about eight houfes,*and obferved an old woman 
and three children to come out of a wood, laden with fuel for a fire : all of them, as 
xvell as the woman, were quite naked. The old woman frequently looked at the fliip 
with the utmoll indifference, and, as foon as flie had made a fire, they fet about dref- 
fing their dinner with as much compofure as if a fliip had been no extraordinary 
‘Tighfo 

Havinglformed a defign of landing, they manned the boats, and took Tupia with 
them ; and they had no fooner come near the fliore, than two men advanced, as if to 
difpute their fetting foot on land. The captain threw them beads, nails, and other 
trifles, which they took up, and feemed to be delighted with. He then made figns 
that he wanted water, and ufed every poflible means to convince them that no injury 
was intended. They now made figns to the boat’s crew to land, on which they put 
the boat in ; but they had no fooner done fo, than the two Indians came again to op- 
pofe them. A mufquet was now fired between them, on the report of which one of 
them dropt a bundle of lances, which he inflantly fnatched up again in great hafte. 
One of them then threw a ftone at the boat, on which the captain ordered a mufquet 
loaded with fmall fliot to be fired, which wounding the eldeft of them on the legs, he 
retired haflily to one of their houfes, which flood at fome little diftance. The people 
in the boats now landed, imagining that the wound which this man had received would 
put an end to the conteft ; in this, however, they were miflaken, for he immediately 
returned with a kind of fliield, of an oval figure, painted white in the middle, with two 
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Tides cut in it to fee through. They now advanced with great intrepidity, and both 
difcharged their lances at the boat's crew, but did not wound any of them. Another 
mufquet was now fifed at them, on which they threw another lance, and then took to 
their heels. The crew now w,ent up to the huts, in one of which they found the chil- 
dren, who had fecreted themfelves behind fome bark. They looked at them, but left 
them without their knowing they had been fecn j and having thrown fome pieces of 
cloth, ribbons, beads, and other things into the hut, they took fevcral of their lances, 
and reimbarked in the boat. 

They now failed to the north point of the bay, where they found a plenty of frefll 
water. On taking a view of the hut where they had feen the children, they had the 
mortification to find that every Indian was fled, and that they had left all the prefents 
behind them. Some men having been fent to get wood and water, they no fooner 
came on board to dinner, than the natives came down to the place, and examined the 
calks with great attention, but did not offer to remove them. In the evening Meffrs. 
Banks and Solander went with the captain to a cove north of the bay, where they 
catched between three and four hundred weight of fdh in four hauls. 

On Tuefday, May the ift, the fouth point of the bay was named Sutherland Point, 
one of the feamen, of the name of Sutherkand, having died that day, and been buried 
on fliore. '^This day Meffrs. Banks, Solander, the captain, and a few other gentlemen, 
went on Ihore, and left more prefents in the huts, fuch as looking-glaffes, combs, &c. 
but the former ones had not been taken away. They faw the dung of an animal which 
fed on grafs, and traced the footfteps of another, which had claws like a dog, and was 
probably about the fize of a wolf : they difeovered the track of a fmall animal, whofe 
foot was like that of a pole-cat ; and faw one animal alive, about the fize of a 
rabbit. 

The fecond lieutenant, Mr. Gore, having been with a boat to dredge for oyllers, 
faw fome Indians, who made figns for him to come on fliore, which he declined. 
Having finiflied his bufmefs, he Tent the boat away, and went by land with a midfliip- 
man, to join the party that was getting water. In their way they met with more than 
twenty of the natives, who followed them fo clofe, as to come within a few yards of 
them. Mr. Gore flopped and faced them ; on which the Indians flop)^ .affo, and 
when he proceeded again they followed him j but they did not attack him, though twey 
bad each man his lance. The Indians coming in fight of the waterers, flood ftill 
the diflance of a quarter of a mile, while R^r. Gore and his companions resccflblf tnSr 
fliipmates in fafety. 

Tupia having learnt to Ihoot, frequently flrayed alone to flioot parrots j and the 
Indians conflantly fled from him with as much precipitation as from the Englifli. Oa 
the 3d of May, fourteen or fifteen Indians, in the fame number of canoes, were en- 
gaged in flriking fifti within half a mile from the watering-place. 

They now returned to their boat, and feeing a fire at a diflance, rowed towards it, 
but the Indians fled at their approach. Near the beach they found feven canoes, and 
as many fires, from whence they judged that each filherman had dreffed his own 
dinner. There were oyflers lying on the fpot, and fome mufcles roafting on the fire. 
They ate of thefe fifli, and left them fome beads and other trifles in return. They 
now returned to the (hip. 

They filhed with great fuccefs this day, and the fecond lieutenant ftruck what is 
called the fling-ray, which weighed near two hundred and fifty pounds. The next 
morning a fifli of the fame kind was catched, which weighed three hundr^ and fifty 
pounds. 
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While Captain Cook remained in the harbour, the En^lilh colours were difpkyed 
on fliore daily, and the name of the fhip, with the date of the year, was carved on a 
free near the place where they took in their water. 

They failed from Botany Bay on the 6th of May, 177,0 ; at noon were off a harbour 
which they called Port Jackfon, and in the evening, near a bay, to which they gave 
the name of Broken Bay. , 

On Sunday the 13th, they faw the fmoke of many fires on a point of land, which 
was therefore called Smoky Cape. As they proceeded northward from Botany Bay, 
the land appeared high and well covered with wood. On Tuefday morning, by the 
afiifiance of their glaffes, they difeovered about a fcore of the Indians, each loaded 
with a bundle, which they imagined to be palm-leaves to thatch their houfes. At noon 
the captain difeovered a high point of land, which he called Cape Byron. 

They had, for fome days part, feen the fca-birds, called boobies, none of which 
riiey had met with before j and which, from half an hour before fim-rifing to half an 
hour after, were continually paffing the ftiip in large flights ; from which it was 
conjectured, that there was a river or inlet of fliallow water to the fouthward, where 
they went to feed in the day, returning in the evening to foinc iflands to the northward. 
In honour of Captain Hervey, this bay was called Ilervcy’s Bay. 

The captain and Tupia, with a party, went on fhore the e3d. They landed a little 
within the point of a bay, which led into a large lagoon, bj' the fides of which grows 
the true mangrove, as it alfo does on fomc bogs and fwamps of fait water which they 
difeovered. There were many nefts of a Angular kind of ant, as green as grafs, in 
the branches of thefe mangroves. When the branches were difturbed, they came 
forth in great numbers, and bit the difturber moll feverely. Thefe trees likewife af- 
forded flielter for immenfe numbers of green caterpillars ; their bodies were covered 
with hairs, which, on the touch, gave a pain fimilar to the fting of a nettle, but much 
more acute. Thefe infeCts ranged themfelves fide by fide on the leaves, thirty or 
forty together, in a very regular manner. They faw, among the fand banks, many 
birds larger than fwans, which they imagined were pelicans ; and they Ihot a kind of 
buftard, which weighed feventeen pounds. This bird proved very delicate food, and 
gave name to the place, which was called Buftard Bay. They likewife (hot a duck of 
a moft beautiful plumage, with a white beak. I’hcy found vaft numbers of oyfters of 
» 4 :^t;igus forts, and, among the reft, fome hammer oyfters of a curious kind. While 
the genfl'emen were in the woods, fcveral of the natives came down and took a fur- 
vey of the (hip, and then departed. I’hey failed the next morning, and on the day 
following were abreaft of a point, which lying immediately under the tropic, the cap- 
tain called Cape Capricorn, on the weft (ide of which they faw an amazing number 
of large birds refembling the pelican, fome of which were near five feet high. 

On the 27th, in the morning they failed to the northward, and to the northemmoft 
point of land the captain gave tlic name of Cape Manifold, from the number of high 
hills appearing above it. Between this cape and the Ihore is a bay called Keppel’s Bay, 
and fome iflands bearing the name of the fame gentleman. In this place the captain 
intended to lay the (hip alhore and clean her bottom j and accordingly landed, in 
fearch of a proper place for the purpofe. 

^ Imihis excurfion Meflrs. Banks and Solander attended Captain Cook. They found 
T^kpung extremely incommodious, the ground being covered with grafs, the feeds of 
T^kh were (harp, and bearded, fo that they were continually (licking in their clothes, 
whence they worked forwards to the lle(l;j, by means, of the beard. They were like- 
' 2 wile 
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’Wife tormented with the perpetual Hinging of mufquitoes. In the mt^r parts of the 
country they found gum-trees, on the branches of which were white ants nefts formed 
of clay, as big as a bulhel. On another tree they found black ants, which formed 
their lodging in the body of it, after they had eaten away the pith ; yet the trees were 
in a flounlhing condition. Uhey found butterflies in fuch incredible numbers, that 
whatever way they looked, many thoufands were to be feen in the air, while every 
bough and twig was covered with multitudes. They likewife difcovered on dry ground, 
where it was fuppofed to have been left by the tide, a filh about the fize of a minnow, 
having two ftrong breaft fins, with which it leaped away as nimbly as a frog : it did 
not appear to be weakened by being out of water, nor even to prefer that element to 
the land ; for when feen in the water it leaped on Ihore, and purfued its way. It was 
likewife remarked, that where there were fmall ftones projecting above the water, it 
chofe rather to leap from one ftone to another, than to fwim. There was no good 
water to be found here, therefore they did not lay the fhip afliore as they intended. 

On Tuefday, they faw very large columns of fmoke rifing from the low lands. This 
day they gave name to Cleveland Bay, the eaft point of which was called Cape Cleve- 
land, and the well Magnetical Ifle, becaufe the compafs did not traverfe well when 
they were near it. Hence they ranged northward along the Ihore, towards a cluftef 
of iflands, on one of which about forty men, women, and children were Handing 
together, and looking" at the fliip with a curiofity never obferved among thefe people 
before. Here MelTrs. Banks and Solander went on Ihore with the captain, whofe cmef 
view was to procure water, which not being eafily to be got, they foon returned on 
board, and the next day arrived near Trinity Bay, which was fo called, becaufe it was 
difcovered on Trinity Sunday. 

As no accident remarkably unfortunate had befallen our adventurers, during a navi- 
gation of more than thirteen hundred miles, upon a coaH every where abounding with 
the raoH dangerous rocks and fhoals, no name expreffive of diHrefs had hitherto been 
given to any cape or point of land which they had feen. But they now gave the name 
of Cape Tribulation to a 'point which they had juH difcovered, as they here became 
acquainted with misfortune. 

This cape is in 6' fouth latitude, and 214® 39' weH longitude. 

To avoid the danger of fome rocks they fliortened fail and kept Handing oS" front 
fix o’clock in the evening till near nine, with a fine breeze and bright moon. ThCT 
had got from fourteen into twenty-one fathom water j when fuddenly thj^v 
twelve, ten, and eight fathom, in a few minutes. Every man was iiulantly ordered 
to his llation, and they were on the point of anchoring, when, on a fudden, they had 
again deep water, fo that they thought all danger was at an end, concluding they had 
failed over the tail of fome flioals which they had feen in the evening. They had 
twenty fathom and upwards before ten o’clock, and this depth continuing fome time, 
the gentlemen, who had hitherto been upon deck, retired to reH ; but in lefs than an 
hour the water fliallowed at once from twenty to feventeen fathom, and before found- 
ings could be again taken, the fhip Itruck againH a rock, and remained fixed, but 
from the motion given her from the beating of the furge. Every one was inllantly on 
deck, with countenances fully expreffive of the agitation of their minds. As they knew 
they were not near the fhore, they concluded they had Hruek againH a rock of coral, 
the points of which being fharp, and the furface fo rough, as to grind away whatever 
is rubbed againH it, though with a gentle motion, they had reafon to dread the horror 
of their fituation ! 

Tile 
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taken in, and boats hoifted out to examine the depth of water, they 
that ^J&ip had been carried over a ledge of the aod in a hollow 
‘b finding that the watw was deepeft aftem, they canoed out t%4il<;hor from 
'the flarboard ijuarier, and applied their whole force to fhe cap^iem, in Jl^es to get 
tW odF, but in vain. She beat fo violently againft the rock^ lhat crew could 
Icarpely keep on their legs. The moon now ihone bright, by the light ttP which they 
could fee the flieathing boards float from the bottom of the veflel ; ml «t length the 
falfe keel followed, fo that they expeded inftant deftru6tion. Their baft chance of 
cfcaping feemed now to be by lightening her ; but as they had ftruck at high water, 
they would have been but in their prelent fituation, after the^veffisl fliould draw as 
much lefs water as the water had funk ; but thar anxiety abat^ a h^le, on finding 
that the fljip fettled to the rocks as the tide ebbed. Ilifey, howeyei^j flattered them- 
felvCS that if fbo fhip fhould keep together till next tide, they might have fome chance 
of floating her. They therefore inftantly ftarted the water in the hold, and pumped it 
Up, The decayed (lores, oil-jars, cafks, ballaft, fix of their gUne, and other things, 
were thrown over-board, in order to get at the heavier articles j and in this bufinefa 
they were employed till day-break, during all which time it was obferved, that not an 
oath was fwom ; fo much were the minds of the failors iminrefled with a fenfe of their 
danger. 

At day-light they faw land at eight leagues diftance ; but not a fingle ifland between 
them and the main, on which part of the crew might have been land^, while the boat 
went on fhore with the reft ; fo that the deftruftion of the greater part of them would 
have been inevitable, had the (hip gone to pieces. It happei^, however, that the wind 
^died away to a dead calm before noon. As they expe^ed high water at eleven o’clock, 
every thing was prepared to make another effort to free the (hip ; but the tide fell fo 
much fliort o( that in the night, that (he did not float by eighteen inches, though 
they had thrown overboard near fifty tons weight ; they now, therefore, renewed their 
toil, and threw overboard every thing that could be poffibly fpared. As the tide fell, 
the water poured in fo rapidly, that they could fcarCely ke^ her free by the conftant 
worlung of two pumps. Their only hope now depended on the midnight tide, and 
preparations w'ere accordingly made for another effort to get the (hip off. The tide 
began to rife at five o’clock, when the leak likewife increafed to fuch a degree, that 
tjYO more pumps were manned j but only one of them would work } three, therefore, 
wem kept ^ing till nine o’clock, sa which time the fliip righted } but fo much water 
had been admitted by the leak, that they expelled (he would fink as foon as the water 
fliculd bear her off the rock. Their fituation was now deplorable beyond defeription } 
and the imagination inuft paint what would baffle the powers of language to defcribc. 
.They knew that when the fatal moment (hould arrive, all authority would beat an end. 
The boats were incapable of conveying them all on ihore ; and they dreaded a conteft 
flOf 4he preference, as more (hocking than the (hipwreck itfelf ; yet it confidered, 
thatthofe who might be left on board, would eventually meet with a milder fate than 
''titofe udio, by gaining the (hore, would have no change but to linger the remains of 
lifo amohg the rudeft favages in the univerfe, and in a country, where fire-arms would 
|«feiy enable them to fupport a wretched exiftence. 

AttV^enty minutes after ten the (hip floated, and was heaved into deep water ; when 
l^ppy to find (he did not aduift more water than (he had done before ; yet 
sis for a confiderable time gained on the pumps, there was now three feet 

nla^ hanmwyer in the hold. By this thjae the men were fo worn by fodgue of mind 
' and 
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2 nd body* that none of them could pump more than five or fix mlnoteS at a tone, and 
then on the deck, ami^fi a ftraaM of#« 9 «r which came 

fi'om thii|raiu|HM ^Ipcpteding man being fittigtasd in his 
down in while the former jumped im and renewed 0^ 

mutually jlKg|p ^y^ till the following accident had like to have 

of tiMi Slip's bottom, which is called the cdfihg, ll«' 
outfide phml^lh^ a fpaceof about feventeea or eighteen inches. Theji^tai 
who had'hhli^ ialteh diO depth water at the well, had taken it no farther Uian 
theccilitwj |ht bsiOg jBoy reliqjffd by another pcrfon, who took the depth to tlie 
outfidc pjl^hll^l, H ai^nil^ h|Plis mifiake, that the leak bad fuddenly gained upon 
the pumps, the whole niffsi^oe between the two plankings. This circumflance de* 
prived them of all hopef, aial fcatte any one thought it worth while to labour for the 
longer prefervation of $ Sfo Which mnu fo foon have a period. But the miftake was 
foon difcovered; ai^ dui joy tiaihng from fuch unexpected good news infpired the 
men with fo much t^^it****^* ihefore eight o'clock in the morning they had pumped 
out confidemhly more Watmr than they had Slipped. They now talked confidently of 
-getting the IMp into ibme luuhour, and fet heartily to work to get in their anchors;, 
one of which, and the cable of another, they lofl; : but thefe were now confidered as 
trifles. Having a good breeee from the fea, they got under fail at eleven o’clock, and 
flood for the kmd. ' 


As th^ Goutd mrt -the^e^^ of the leak, they had no profpeft of 

flopping k withm fide of die vdTel ; bat the following expedient, which one of the 
midhipmen^ |u4 foi^ tafiedwlth fuceefs, was adopted. They took an old 

fiudding-fid}» hayiim mix^ W hwge quantity of oakum and wool, chopped final], 
k was flit^b^ down in nandfiils on he fail, as lightly as pollible ; the dung of their 
Sleep and other filth bmg fpread iitwtHr k« Thus prepared, the fail was hauled under 
the Ihip bjj ropes, which ^ kept it eiktmided till it came under the leak, when the 
fuflion canw ki the pakuin and woed from the furfiice of the fail. This experiment 
fucceeded fo well, that inftev4*i^ pump9, foe water was eafilykept undes 
with one. , 

"They hitherto had no further xdew than to run foe fhip into an harbour, and build r 
vcfiel trom her nUKWrnik. in wMeh thev mkrht reach the Eaft Indies : but thev nowL. 



but as the pipiWJtnuld clear this quai^, they were not uneafy. At nine, ip foe- 
morning fo^,|ildh$il two ifiahds, ’wimk ware called Hope Iflands, becaufe the realfoim# 
3f thcm ||^imiein foewbjed offoeii^jiliiifiiesat the time of the Siipwreck. 
ifternoon. tp foalto jima two boats to found, and fcarch for a hWtilQhir) 

where thq|Mra M i » WrW iTtuiy anchored at fun-fet in four fathom, iWo 
Tom the^^M^^^e of, out in the pinnace, returned at'lme 

i^clock, fo|^^a.harbour as was wanted^ at foe ififiginee- 

orevioitfiy fenc two boats a»head, 
0 lie on w m ip i iiilllplp anchored ifoout a mile fioth 

be foore ,!!ilMMiiilil p^!^ ^ toc chanujri very narrow, but 

larbour wiPwimViPwB<w snHrliPHmim than any place thev had fiienif, w 
be whole courfe of their voyage. As it blew very frefo this day and foe follcwfol^ J 


WklUit 



55© CAPTAIN cook’s FIRST VOTAOE. 

nt^!:, they could not venture to run into the harbour, but remained at uichor during 
the two fucceeding days, in the courfe of which they obferved four Indians on the hills, 
who Hopped and made two fire^ 

The men by this time began to be afflifted with the fqurvy, and their Indian friend, 
Tupia, was fo bad with it, that he had livid fpots on both his legs. Mr. Green, the 
aftronomer, was likewife ill of the fame diforder ; fo that their being detained from 
landing was every way difagreeable. The wind continued frelh till Sunday the 17th, 
but they then refolved to pufli in for the harbour, and twice run the (hip a-ground ; 
the fecond time of which (he Ihick faft ; on which they took the bottoms, fore-yards, 
and fore top-niafts down, and made a raft on the^de of the (hip ; and, as the tide 
happened to be rifing, (lie floated at one o’clock.* She was now foon got into the 
harbour, where (he was moored along the fide of a beach, and the anchors, cables, Ssc. 
immediately taken out of her. 

On Monday jnorning they erefted a tent for the fick, feveral of whom were brought 
on (hore as foon as it was ready for their reception. They likewife built a tent to 
hold the provifions and (tores, which were landed the fame day. The boat was now 
>difpatched in fearch of fi(h for the refreihment of the fick, but (he returned without 
getting any ; but Tupia employed himfelf in angling, and living entirely on the 
produce of his induftry, recovered his health very raft. Mr. Banks, in an excurfion 
up the country, faw the frames of feveral Indian houfes, which appeared to have been 
abandoned fome time : while the captain, having afeended one of the higheft hills, 
obferved the high land to be (tony and barren, and the low land near the river over-run 
with mangroves, among which the fait water flowed every tide. 

On Tuefday the captain ordered the fmith’s forge to be fet up, and direfted the 
armourer to prepare the neceflfary iron work for the repair of the velTel. He likewife 
ordered out the officers (lores, water, &c. in order to lighten the (hip. This day 
Mr. Banks cro(red the river to view the country, which was little elfe than fand-hills. 
He faw vaft flocks of crows and pigeons, of the latter of which he (hot feveral, which 
were moft beautiful birds. On the day following, as they were removing the coals, 
the water rulhed in, near the foremaft, about three f^t from the keel ; fo that it was 
refolved to clear the hold entirely ; wherefore they took out all the coals, and the next 
day warped the (hip higher up the harbour, to a ftation proper for laying her a-lhorejn 
« order to (lop the leak. 

Ea: the morning of the 2 ad the tide left the (hip, and they proceeded to 

examine.the leak, when they found that the rocks had cut through four planks into 
the timbers, and that three other planks were damaged. In thefe biStaches not a 
iplinter was to be feen, the whole being fmooth, as if cut away by an inftrument ; but 
the prefervation of the velTel was owing to a very Angular circumftance. One of the 
•holes was large enough to have funk her, even with eight pumps conftantly at work ; 
but this hole was in a great meafure (lopped up by the fragment of the rock being left 
(licking in it. They likewife found fome pieces of oakum, ^ool, &c. which had got 
between the timbers, and (lopped many parts of the leak which had been left open by 
the (lone. Exclufive of the leak, great daraagp Was done to various parts of the (hip’s 
bottom. 

While the fmiths were’ engaged in malitittg nails and bolts, the carpenters began to 
work on the veflel ; and fome of *the crew were fent acrofs the river to (hoot pigeons 
for the fick. Thefe people found a (Iream of frelh water, difeovered many Indian 
faouies, and^^ fight of a moufe-coloured animal, extremely fwift, and about the fize 
of a greyh|p|^ On the 23d they faw plenty of fifli, but patched only three. This 

tiay 
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iay mzji-f the crew fhw the animal above-mentioned ; and- tifflie the feamen de- 
clared ije had feen, the devUj which he defcribed in the following words ; “ He was as 
large,” fays, he, as a one-gallon keg, and very like it ; be h«^ and wings, yet 
he crept fo flowly throiiigh the grafs, that if I had not been afeared^ I might have 
touched him.” It appeared ’afterwards, that this poor fellow had feen a bat, which is 
almoft black, and as large as a partridge ; and his own apprehentions had lUrniQied his 
devil with horns. 

The captain and Mr. Banks faw the animal above-mentioned, which had a long tail 
that it carried like a greyhound : it leaped like a deer, and the print of its foot refembled 
that of a goat. 

The veffel was now in a pofitS)n which threw all the water abaft •, and Mr. Banks 
having removed his whole cofleftion of plants into the bread-room, they were this day 
found under water, by which fome of them were totally deftroyed ; but, by great 
care, moft of them were reftored to a ftate of prefervation. 

On the 29th, the boat took as many filh as allowed a pound and a half to each man. 
A midlhipman fa% a wolf exaftly refembling thofe of America. Mr. Gore alfo faw 
two ftraw-coloured animals, of the fize of a>hare, but fhaped like a dog. So much 
fifli was taken, that each man had two pounds and a half ; and plenty of greens were 
gathered, which being boiled with the peafe, their fare was deemed excellent. 

Cockles were found by the mailer fo large, that one of them was more, than fuf- 
ficient for two men ; and likewife plenty of other fliell-filh, of which he brought a 
fupply to the Ihip. This day they fucceeded in an attempt to float the Ihip-; when they 
found that, by the pofition Ihe had lain in, Ihe had fprung a plank, fo that it was again 
neceflary to lay her alhore. An alligator fwam by the Ihip i'&veral times this day. 

Mr. l^nks and a party made an excurfion up a river, and on the 8th they faw feveraF 
animals, one of which was judged to be a wolf. At night they made a fire, and took 
- up their quarters on the banks of the river j but the night was rendered extremely 
difagreeable by the flings of the mufquitoes, which purfued them into the fmoke, and* 
almoll into the fire. At Ijreak of day they fet out in fearch of game, and faw. four 
animals, two of which were chaced by Mr. Banks’s greyhound ; but they greatly out- 
llripped him in fpeed, by leaping over the long thick grafs, which incommoded the dug 
in running.. It was obferved of this animal, that he leaped or bounded forward on twe^' 
Ihgs,. inllead of running on four. 

The tide favouring their return, they loft no time in getting back to the 3 iip.‘ The 
mailer, who had been feven leagues at fea, returned foon after Mr. Banks, bringing 
with him three turtle, which he took with a boat-hook, and which together weighed near 
eight hundred pounds. 

In the morning four Indians, in a finall canoe, w'ere within fight. They foon came 
quite alongfide the fliip ; and having received prefents, landed where Tupia and, a few 
failors were on Ihore.- They had each two lances, and a Hick with which they throw 
them. Advancing towards theEnglilh, Tupia perfuaded them to lay down their arms, 
and fit by him, which they readily did. They llaid with him till dinner-time, when he 
made figns of invitation for them to go to the fliip and cat ; but this they declined, and 
retired in their canoe. 

Thefe men were of the common ftature, with very fmalt limbs ; their complexion 
a deep chqcolate ; their hair black, either lank or curled, but not of the wool kind. 

The vifit ot three of thefe Indians was renewed the next morning, and they brought 
*iwith them a fourth, whom they called Yiaparico, who appeared to be a perfon of fome 
confequenee. The bone of a bird, about fix inches long, was thrdl through thegriftle 

of 
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of his nofe: and indeed all the inhabitants of this place had thdr nofes bored, for the 
reception of fuch an ornament. Thefe people being quite naked, the captain gave one 
of them an old ihirt, which he bound round his head like a tuthan, inilead of uilng it 
10 cover any part of his body. They fuddenly leaped into their canoe, and rowed off, 
from a jealoufy of fome of the gentlemen who were examining it. The canoe was 
about ten feet long, and calculated to hold four perfons ; and when it was in fhallow 
water they moved it by means of poles. 

On the 14th, Mr. Gore Ihot one of the moufe-coloured animals above>mentioned. 
It chanced to be a young one, weighing no more than thirty-eight pounds ; but tyhen 
full grown they are as large as a flieep. The Ikin of this beau, which is called 
kanguroo, is covered with Ihort fur, and is of a dark moufe-colour ; the head and ears 
are tomewhat like thofe of a hare : this animal was dreffed for dinner, and proved fine 
eating. 

The natives being now become familiar with the fliip's crew, one of them was de- 
fired to throw his lance, which he did with fuch dexterity and force, that though it 
was not above four feet from the ground at the higheft, it penetrated 'deeply into a tree 
at the diilance of fifty yards. The natives now went on board the Ihip, and were well 
pleafed with their entertainment. On the 19th they faw feveral of the women, who, 
as well as the men, were quite naked. They were this day vifited by ten of the 
natives, who feemed refolved to have one of the turtle that was on board, which they 
repeatedly madefigns for, and' being as repeatedly refufed, they expreffed the utmou 
rage and refentment ; and one of them, in particular, having received a denial from 
Mr. Banks, hqp fiamp^, and pulhed him away in the mofi violent manner. At 
length they laid hands on two of the turtles, and drew them to the fide of the fhip 
where the canoe lay ; but the failors took them away. They made feveral fimilar 
attempts, but being equally unfuccefsful they leaped fuddenly into their canoe, and 
rowed off. At this inftant the captain, with Mr. Banks, and five or fix feamen, went 
alhore, where they arrived before the Indians, and where many of the crew were 
already employed. As foon as the Indians landed, one of Ihem Inatched a fire-brand 
from under a pitch-kettle, and running to the windward of what effedls were on fliore, 
fet fire to fhe dry grafs, which burnt rapidly, fcorched a pig to death, burnt part of the 
fmith's forge, and would have deftroyed a tent of Mr. Banks’s, but that fome failors 
<ame from the fliip juft in time to get it out of the way of the flames. In the interim 
the lndi 3 l»-went to a place where the filhmg-nets lay, and a quantity of linen was laid 
out to dry, and there again fet fire to the grafs, in fpite of all perfuafion, and even of 
threats. A mufleet loaded with fmall Ihot was now fired, and one of them being 
wounded, they ran off. This fecond fire was eafily extinguiflied, but the other burnt 
far into the Woods. 

The natives continuing ftill in fight, a mulket charged with ball was fired near them ; 
upon hearing which, they foon got out of fight j but their voices being foon heard in 
the woods, and feeming to come nearer, the captain, with a few of the men, went to 
meet them. When they were in fight of each other, both parties ftopped, exc^t an 
old Indian, who advanced before the reft a little way, but foon halted, and fpeakin^ a 
few words retreated to his brethren, and they all retired together. The Englifli having 
fei^ fome of their dartsi followed them about a mile, and then fat down, the Indi^ 
fitting about an hundred^ yards from them. The old man again came forward, having 
in his han^ lance with a point. He ftopped and fpoke feveral times, on which the 
eaptain^MMlligns of friendfliip. The old Indian now turned to his companions, and 
havit^llppn to them, they placed their lances againft a tree, and came forward asm 
^ ' 4 friendfhipi 
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) whereupon their darts, which had been taken, were returned, and the 
whole quarrel feemed to be at an end. When Captain Cook got on board, he faw the 
woods burning at the diftance of two miles. 

The mafter having been fent to fearch for a paffage to the northward, returned with 
an account that he could not ‘find any. By the night of the 20th, the fire had extended 
many miles round them on the hills. On the 2 2d they killed a turtle, through both 
flioulders of which ftuck a wooden harpoon,, which the Indians had ftricken it with, 
and the wound was quite healed. The next day one of the feamen, who had llrayed 
from his company, met with four Indians at dinner : he was alarmed at this unexpeded 
meeting, but had prudence enough to conceal his apprehenfions, and fitting down by 
them, gave them his knife, which having all looked at, they returned, lie would then 
have left them j but they chofc to detain him, till, by feeling his hands and face, they 
were convinced he was made of flclh and blood like themfelves. They then difmifled 
him, direding him the neareft way to the fhip. 

On the 26th, Mr. Banks catched a female animal, called the opoffom, with two 
young ones. 

On the 4th of Augufl they put to fea, the pinnace going a-head to keep founding, 
and at noon came to an anchor, when the captain gave the name of Cape Bedford to 
the northernmoft point of land in fight, and that of Endeavour River to the harbour 
which they had quitted. 

The provifions they obtained while in this harbour confifted of turtle, which they 
went fome miles to fea to catch ; oyftcrs of .three different forts, large cavalhe or 
feomber, large mullets, fome flat fifh, a great number of fmall fcombijL and fkate or 
ray-fifh ; purflain, wild-beans, the tops of cocoas, and cabbage-palms, uf quadrupeds 
there are goats, wolves, and pole-cats, and a fpotted animal of the viverra kind ; and 
feveral kinds of ferpents, only fome of which are venomous. Dogs are the only tame 
animals. 

On the 4th, fuch a quantity of filh was catched, as allowed a dividend of two pounds 
to each man. During thtf fix following days they ftruggled inceflantly to fail fafely 
paft the Ihoals and breakers, by which they were every way furrounded. On the i oth 
they were between a head-land and three iflands, which had been difeovered on the 
preceding day, and began to conceive hopes that they were out of danger j but this 
not proving the cafe, the head-land received the name of Cape Flattery. 

After a converfation held among the officers, it was their concurrent opinion, that it 
would be befl; to leave the coaft, and ftand out to fea ; and in confequence of thefe 
fentiraents, they failed on the 13th 'of Auguft, 1770, and got in an open fea, after 
having been furrounded by dreadful fhoals and rocks for near three months. They 
had now failed above a thoufand miles, during all which run they had been obliged to 
keep founding without the intermilTion of a Angle minute ; a circumftance which, it 
is fuppofed, never happened to any fhip but the Endeavour. 

Having anchored on the 14th, they fleered a weflerly courfe on the following day to 
get fight of the land, that a paffage between that land and New Guinea might not be 
miffed, if there was any fuch paffage. They flood qorthward till midiughl. When 
day-light came on they faw a dreadful furf break at a vafl height, within a mile of the 
fhip, towards which the rolling waves carried her with great rapidity. Thus diflreffed, 
the boats were fent ahead to tow, and the head of the veffel |pas brought about, but 
not till fhe was within one hundred yards of the rock, between which and her there 
was nothing left but the chafm, made by the lafl wave which had wafhed her fide, and 
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wh!cfi liad rifenand broke to a wonderful height on the rock ; but, in the moment they 
ex{)efled inftant deftrudion, a breeze, hardly difcernible, aided the boats in getting 
veffel in an oblique diredlion from the rock. The hopes, however, afforded by this 
providential circumftance, were deftroyed by a perfedl calm, which fucceeded in a few 
minutes ; yet the breeze once more returned before they had loft the little ground 
which had been gained. 

At this time a fmall opening was feen in the reef, and a young officer being fent to 
examine it, found that its breadth did not much exceed the length of the fliip, but that 
there was fmooth water on the other fide of the rocks. Animated by the hope of 
preferving life, they now attempted to pafs the opening ; but this was impoffible ; for 
it having become high water in the interim, the ebb tide ruihed through it with 
arajizing impetuofity, carrying the Ihip about a quarter of a mile from the reef, and 
fee foon reached the diflance of two miles by the help of the boats. When the ebb 
tide was fpent, the tide of flood again drove the veilel very near the rocks ; fo that 
their profpe£l of deflrudion was renewed, when they difcovered another opening, and 
a light breeze fpringing up, they entered it, and were driven through it with a rapidity 
that prevented the Ihip from ftriking againft either fide of the channel. The fliip now 
came to an anchor, and her crew were grateful for having regained a ftation which 
they had been very lately moft anxious to quit. 

The name of Providential Channel was given to the opening through which the 
Ihip had thus efcaped the moft imminent dangers. A high promontory on the main 
land in fight was denominated Cape Weymouth, and a bay near it Weymouth Bay. 
This day the fa||ts went out to fifli, and met with great fuccefs, particularly in catching 
cockles j fome nf which were of fuch an amazing fize, as to require the ftrength of 
two men to move them. Mr. Banks likevirife fucceeded in his fearch for rare fliells, 
and different kinds of coral. 

On the 2 ift feveral iflands were difcovered, which were called York Ifles. In the 
afternoon they anchored between fome iflands, and obferved that the channel now 
began to grow wider. They obferved two diftant points, between which no land could 
be feen ; fo that the hope of having at length explored a paffage into the Indian Sea 
began to animate every bread. 

The captain and his company now afeended a hill upon one of thefe iflands, from 
whence they had a view of near forty miles, in which fpace there was nothing that 
threatenedslo oppofe their paffage j fo that the certainty of a channel feemed to be 
almoft afeertained. Previous to their leaving the ifland. Captain Cook difplayed the 
£nglifli colours, and took poffeffion of all the eaftem coaft of the country, from the 
thirty.eighth degree of fouth latitude, to the prefent fpot, by the name of New South 
Wales, for his Sovereign the King of Great Britjun j and the place received the name 
of Poffeffion Ifland. 

They were now advanced to the northern extremity of New Holland, and had the 
fatisfa^n of viewing the open fca to the weftward. The north-eaft entrance of the 
paffage is formed by the main land of New Holland, and by k number of iflands, 
which took the name of the Prince of Wales’s Iflands, and which Captain Cook 
imagines may reach to New Guinea. To the paffage which they had failed through, 
Csmtdn Cook gave the name of Endeavour Strdghts. 

New South Wales ilia much larger country than any hitherto known, tuffiich is not 
deemed a continent, being larger than all Europe ; which is proved by the Endeavour 
Ittvii^ more than two thouiand miles, even if her trafl was reduced to a ftraight 
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line. To the northward the grafs is not fo rich, nor the trees fo high as in the foathem 
parts } and sJmoO: every where, even the largefl: trees grow at a dUhuice of not lefe 
than thirteen yards afunder. 

‘Beiides the quadrupeds already mentioned, there is one, the belly of which is totally 
white, and the back brown, '^ith white fpots ; h is much like a polecat, and the Indians 
call it quoll. There are vaft numbers of beautiful pigeons, many of which were fhot 
by the leamen j and the other land-birds arc eagles, hawks, cranes, herons, bulbtrds, 
crows, quails, doves, parrots, parroquets, cockatoos, and fome other birds of very 
elegant plumage. 

The infefts are few in number, among which the mufquito,and the ant are the chief. 
The ants are of four kinds. The firft are perfeftly green, and live on trees, in which 
they build curious nefts, by bending down the leaves, and gluing them together with 
an animal juice ; thoufands of them joined to keep the leaf in its proper pohtion, while 
many others were employed in the gluing them. Being difturbed in their work, the 
leaves, which are four or five inches in breadth, flew back with a force which was 
thought much fuperior to the united ftrength of thefe infefts. Thofe who diAurbed 
them paid for their curiofity, by being ftung in a very fevere manner. 

The fecond kind of ants are quite black, and live in the infide of the branches of 
trees, after they have worked out the pith. Some of the branches being gathered, 
millions of thefe animals ilTued from every broken twig. 

The third fort took up their lodging in the root of a plant that twines round the 
trunk of other trees. This root, which they hollowed for their purpofe, was cut into 
great numbers of pafTages which ran acrofs each other ; yet the plant^peared not to 
have been injured. Thefe were not more than half the fize of the ant of this 
country ; but, upon being diAurbed, they crawled over the body in thoufands, and put 
their diAurbers to the pain arifing from exquiAte tickling. 

The fourth kind were like the white ants of the £aA Indies ; and had one fort of 
ncAs as big as a half-peck«loaf, hanging from the boughs of the trees, and compofed 
of feveral minute parts of* vegetables, Auck together by a glutinous matter, fuppofed 
to have been fupplied from their own bodies. The cells had a communication with 
each other, and had openings which led to other neAs on the fame tree ; they 
had likewife a hollow covered paffage to another neA on the ground, at the root of a 
different tree from that on which the former neA was fufpended. The ground neAs 
arc fix feet in height, and almoA as much in breadth ; the outfide being plaAered with 
clay of near two inches in thicknefs. Thefe have a fubterraneous paffage to the roota 
of the trees near which they Aand ; whence the ants afcend, by covered ways, up the 
trunk and branches. As thefe ground-built houfes are proof againA the invaAon of 
the rain, it is fuppofed that the ants retire to them during the wet feafon. 

The feas abound with delicate green turtle, beAdcs thofe enormous cockles 
which have been already mentioned. Alligators are found in the fivers and ‘Adt 
creeks. 

The men are well made, of the middle Aze, and aftive in a high degree ; but their 
voices are foft, even to effeminacy. Their colour is the chocolate } but they were fo 
covered with dirt, as to look almoA as black as negroes. 

The chief ornament of thefe people is the bone that is •thruA through the nofe, 
which the failors whimAcally termed their fpritlail-yard. Sou||( few of mem had an 
ornament of fliells hanging acrofs tbe^ breaA. Beudes thde omamaits, they painted 
thdr bodies and limbs white and red, in Aripes of different d hn en fi o h g ; and thqr hi4 
a circle of white round each eye, and fpots of it on the face. 
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i Ifiudlr huts vr&K built with fmall rods, the two eiids of which were fixed into die 
gKOtkid, fo as to form the figure of an oven; they are covered with pieces of bark 
and palm-leaves. The door of this building, which is only high enough to fit upright 
fc, is oppofite to the fire-place : they fleep with their heels turned up towards their 
heads, and even in this pofture the hut \M11 not hold mofe than four people. 

They were frequently obferved with the leaves of a tree in their mouths, but whe- 
ther it had the qualities either of tobacco or betle could not be known ; but it was 
obferved not to difcolour the teeth or lips. 

They produce fire, and extend the flames in a very Angular manner ; they reduce 
one erfd of a ftick into an obtufe point, they place this point upon a piece of dry wood, 
and turning the upright ftick very faft backward and forward between their hands, 
the fire is foon produced : nor is it increafed with lefs celerity : — One of the natives 
was frequently obferved to run along the fea-coaft, leaving fire in various places. 
Thefe fires were fuppofed to be intended for the taking of the kanguroo, as that ani- 
mal was fo very fliy of fire, that when forced by the dogs, it would not crofs places 
which had been newly burnt, even when the fire was extinguilhed. 

The points of their lances arc fometimes made of filh-bones, and fomctiines of a 
hard heavy wood ; they are barbed with other pieces of wood or bone, fo that when 
they have entered any depth into the body, they cannot be drawn out without tearing 
the flelh in a (hocking manner, or leaving fplinters behind them. 

In the northern parts of this coaft, the canoes are formed by hollowing out the trunk 
of a tree ; and it was conjectured, that this operation mult have been performed by 
fire, as the natives did not appear to have any inftrument proper for the purpofe. The 
canoes are in length about fourteen feet, and fo narrow that they would be frequently 
overfet, but that they are provided with an outrigger. The natives row them with 
paddles, ufing both hands in that employment. 

That the natives of this country fometimes wage war with each other is evident 
from their being poflefled of weapons ; yet not a Angle wound was feen on any of 
their bodies. 

We (hall now proceed to give an account of their palTage from New South Wales 
to New Guinea, with a recital of the incidents which happened on their landing on the 
laft mentioned country. 

Early in the morning of the 24th of Auguft 1 770, the cable broke near the ring, 
in the attempt to weigh the anchor ; on which another anchor was dropped, which 
prevented the (hip driving. Determined, however, not to lofe the anchor, they reco- 
vered it the next morning. 

Soon after the anchor was weighed, the (hip got under fail, fteering north-weft, 
and in 'a few hours one of the boats which was a-head made the fignal for (hoal-water. 
The (hip inftantly brought to, with all her fails (landing. It was now found that (he 
bad met with another narrow efcape, as (he was almoft encompa(red with (hoals ; and 
was likewife fo fituated between them, that (he muft have ftruck before the boat’s 
crew had made the fignal, if (lie had been half the length of a cable on either 
fide. In the afternoon (he made fail with the ebb tide, and got out of danger befiore 
fun-fet. 

Next morning, the 28th, they purfued their voyage again, fteering due north. 

^ 'Die (hip now held this courfe, barely within fight of land, till the 3d of Septem- 
as the water was but juft deep enough to navigate tl\e vefTel, many unfuc- 
fefirol^cmpts were made to bring her near enough to get on (hore ; it was therefisre 
to iand in one of the boats, while the (hip kept plying off and on. 
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In confequehce of this refolution, on the 3d of September, the jpaptaia, accompaiiied 
by Mefirs. Banks and Solandcr, and attended by the boat’s crew and Mr^ panks’a 
fervant, fet out in the pinnace ; but when they came within two hundred yards of the 
Ihore, the water was fo lhallow, that they were obliged to leave the boat to the care, 
of two of the failors, and wade to land. They were no fooner clear of the wSttCTM 
than they faw feveral prints of human feet on the fand, below high water mark, 
whence it was evident that the natives had been very lately there. ^ 

Our adventurers w'ere now near a quarter of a mile from the pinnace, when 
of the natives ran out of the woods, about one hundred yards beyond them, fhoilting 
in the moll violent manner. They inftantly ran towards our countrymen, the firft of 
the three throwing fomething out of his hand, which flew on one fide of him, burning 
in the fame manner as gunpowder, but making no noife, while the other two threw 
their lances. The Englifh now fired ; when the natives flopped, and call another 
lance, on which the raufquets were loaded with ball and again fired. The poor ' 
Indians now ran off with expedition, having moft probably been wounded in the 
unequal conllift. Captain Cook and his companions, unwilling farther to injure thpfe 
who could not originally have intended them any harm, retreated haftily to the boat, 
which having reached, they rowed abreaft of the natives, who by this time were aflem* 
bled to the numbcfr of about eighty. I'heir flature was nearly the fame with that of 
the inhabitants of New South Wales, but their colour not quite fo dark. During the 
furvey that was taken of them, they continued letting off their fires, a few at a time, 
in a kind of regular platoons ; they were difeharged by means of a piece of flick, 
almbfl like a hollow cane, which being fwung fideways, produced fire and fmoke ex- 
aftly like that occafioned by the firing of fmall arms. The crew on "board the Ihip 
few this ftrange pheenomenon, and thought the natives had fire-arms. The gentlemen 
having fatisfied their curiofity, by attentively looking at thefe people, fired fome 
mufquets above their heads, the balls from which being heard to rattle among the 
trees, the natives deliberately retired. The lances which had been thrown foon aftw 
the gentlemen landed, were made of a reed, or bamboo cane, and the points were 
made of hard wood, barbed in feveral places ; it is imagined, that thefe lances were 
difeharged by means of a throwing-flick, as they flew with great fwiftnefs above fixty 
yards. 

The whole coaft of this country is low land, but clothed with a richnefs of trees 
and herbage which exceeds ail defeription. The cocoa-nut trees were alfo veiy 
numerous. 

On the evening of the 9th, they faw what had the appearance of land. The (hip 
ftood off" and on during the night, when a number of fires were feen upon the ifland, 
and the next morning fmoke was feen in feveral places, whence it was conjeflur^ 
that the place was well peopled. ' 

On the 16th, they had fight of the little illand called Rotte } and the fame day' (aw 
the ifland Semau. 

At ten o’clock this night a dull reddifh light was feen in the air. This pheenomenon, 
which reached about ten degrees above the horizon, bore a confiderable re&mblance ' 
to the Aurora Borealis, only that the rays of light which it emitted had no tretfiulous 
motion. It was furveyed for two hours, during which time its brtghtnefs continued 
undiminifhed. 

As the fhip was now clear of all the iflands which had been laid down in fuch maps 
as were on board, they made fail during the night, and were lurpnted the next mom^ 
ing at the fight of an ifland to the weft-fouth-weft, which t^y flattered themfelves v^ 
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a Rtf# difcovery. Before noon they had fight of honfes, groves of cocoa>nut trees, 
. and large flocks of Iheep. This was a welcome fight to people whofe health was de* 
ciining Tor want of refrelhments. The fecond lieutenant was immediately difpatched 
in the pinnace, in fearch of a landing-place ; and he took with him fuch things as it 
was thought might be acceptable to the natives : Dr. Solander went with him. 

Two horfemen were feen from the fiiip, one of whom had a laced hat on, and was 
drefled in a coat and waiftcoat of the fafliion of Europe. Thefe men rode about on 
lliore, taking little notice of the boat, but regarding the Ihip with the utmofl attention. 
As foon as the boat reached the fliore, fome other perfons on horfeback, and many on 
foot, haftcned to the fpot, and it was obferved that fome cocoa-nuts were put into the 
boat, from whence it was concluded that a traffick had commenced with the natives* 
A fignal being made from the boat that the ihip might anchor in a bay, at fome diftance, 
Ihe inimediately bore away for it. 

When the lieutenant came on board, he reported that he could not purchafe any 
cocoa-nuts, as the owner of them was abfent, and that what he had brought were 
given him ; in return for which he had prefented the natives with fome linen. The 
method by which he learnt that there was a harbour in the neighbourhood, was by the 
natives drawing a kind of rude map on the fand, in which the harbour, and a town 
near it were reprefented ; it was likewife hinted to him that fruit, fowls, hogs, and 
iheep, might be there obtained in great abundance. He faw feveral of the principal 
inhabitants of the ifland, who wore chains of gold about their necks, and were dreffed 
in fine linen. When the boat’s crew were on the point of returning to the ihip, the 
gentleman who had been feen on horfeback in the drefs of Europe came down to the 
beach ; but the lieutenant did not think it proper to hold a conference with him, be» 
caufe he had left his commiflion on board the ihip. 

In the evening, when the ihip had entered the bay to which they had been recom- 
mended, an Indian town was feen at a fmall diilance, upon which a jack was hoiiled 
on the fore-top-maft-head. Prefently afterwards three guns were fired, and Dutch 
colours were hoiiled in the town. The ihip, however, held on her way, and came to 
an anchor at feven in the evening. 

The colours being feen hoiiled on the beach the next morning, the captain con- 
cluded that the Dutch had a fettlement on the ifland ; he therefore difpatched the 
fecond lieutenant to mention what ncccfinries they were in want of. 

He was conduced to the Raja, or King of the ifland, to whom, by means of a 
Portuguefc interpreter, he made known his bufinefs. The Raja faid, he was ready 
to fupply the ihip with the neceifary refreihments ; but that he could not trade with 
any other people but the Dutch, with whom he was in alliance, without having firil 
obtained their confent ; but that he would make application to the Dutch agent, who 
was the only white man among them. This agent, whofe name was Lange, behaved 
politely to the lieutenant, and told him he might buy what h6 thought proper of the 
inhabitants of the ifland. 

Immediately after, the Raja and Mr. Lange intimated their wilhes to go on board 
. the ihip, and that two of the boat’s crew might be left as hoftages for their fafe return ; 
the lieutenant gratified both thefe requeils, and took them on board juft before dinner 
' •^s ferved. It was thought that they would have fat down without ceremony j but, 

^ J'*^,fonie hefitation, the Raja intimated his doubts, whether, being a black, they 
®W|*j9.ermit him to fit down with them. -The politenefs of the officers foon removed 
Refsnii AJes, and the greateil good humour and feftivity prevailed among them. As 
aetermiaetnr. and another gentleman on board, were tolerable proficients in Dutch, 
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they aded as interpreters between Mr. Lange and the while fome of the failors, 

who underftood Portuguefe, converfed with fuch of the Raja’s attendants as fpoke that 
language. The chief part of the dinner was mutton, which the Raja having tafted, 
he &gged an Englifli iheep, and the only one which they had left was given him. He 
then aiked for a dog, and Mr. Banks gave him his greyhound ; and aipying-glafs was 
prefented to him, on Mr. Lange’s intimating that it would be acceptable. 

The vifitors now told Captain Cook, that there was great plenty of fowls, hogs, 
iheep and buffaloes on the ifland, numbers of which ihould be conveyed to the fea 
ihore on the following day, that he might purchafe what was neceffary for the recoveiy 
of the fick, and for fea-ftores. This welcome news gave great fpirits to the company, 
and the bottle went fo brifkly round, that Mr. Lange and his companions became alraoft 
intoxicated. They had, however, the refolution to exprefs a defire to depart, before 
they were quite drunk. Meffrs. Solander and Banks went aihore with the vifitors, 
who were faluted at their departure with nine guns, which they returned with three 
cheers. 

On the following day the captain, attended by feveral gentlemen, went on fliore to 
return the Raja’s vifit ; but their principal intendon was, to buy the refrefliments which 
had been mentioned the preceding day. When they landed, they were chagrined 
to find that the cattle had not been driven down to the beach. They went on to the 
town. 

The Raja was at the houfe of affeinbly, furrounded by many of his principal fub- 
je£ts ; and Mr. Lange alfo attended. Captain Cook having informed them that he 
had loaded his boat with goods, which he wiflied to exchange for neceffary refrelh- 
ments, permiffion was given to land his effefts. The Captain now endeavoured’ to 
make an agreement for the hogs, flieep, and bufi'aloes, which were to be paid for in 
cafti ; but this bufinefs was no fooncr hinted at than Mr. Lange took his leave, having 
firft told the captain that he muft make his agreement with the natives ; and adding, 
that he had received a letter from the Governor of Concordia, in Timor, the contents 
of which ihould be difclofcd at his return. 

They were invited to dine with the Raja, but he did not partake of the entertain- 
ment, as it was not cuftomary here to fit down with their guefts. They began their 
dinner, which confifted of pork and rice, very excellent of their kinds, fcrved up in 
thirty-fix difhes, and three earthen bowls, filled with a kind of broth, in which the 
pork had been boiled. The fpoons were formed of leaves, but were fo fmall, that the 
hunger of the guefts would fcarcely allow them patience to ufe them. 

When dinner was ended, the captain invited the Raja to drink wine with him ; but 
this he declined, faying, that the man who entertained company fhould never get drunk 
with his guefts. 

When the bottle had cirtmlated fome time, Captain Cook began to enquire after the 
cattle that were promifed to be driven down to the beach ; when Mr. Lange informed 
him, that in the letter which he had received from the Governor of Concordia, in- 
ftrudions were given, that if the fliip fliould touch at the ifland, and be in want of 
provifions, flie fhould be fupplied ; but that he w'as not to permit her to remain longer 
than was abfolutely neceffary. That no prefents were to be made to the natives of 
low rank, nor even left with their fuperiors to be divided among them after the fhip 
had failed ; but, he added, that any trifling civilities received from the Indians, might 
be acknowledged by a-prefent of beads, or any other articles of fmall value. It is a 
very probable conjecture, that the whole of this ftory was of Mr. Lange’s own manu- 
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fafturc, and folely calculated to draw all the prefents of any value into Ills o\\'n 
pocket. 

Soon after this the captain was informed, that fome Iheep had been driven down to 
the beach ; but had been conveyed away before the men could get money from the 
Ihip to pay for them, and that not a fingle hog or buft'aloe had been driven down ; but 
that a fmall numer of fowls, and a quantity of the palm-fyrup had been bought. 

Heartily vexed to be-thus difappointed of the chief articles which were wanted, the 
captain remonftrated with Mr. Lange, who told him, that if he and his officers had gone 
to the fpot, they might have purchaled any thing they pleafed ; but that the Indians 
imagined the feamen would impofe on them with counterfeit money. 

This ftory was no more credited than the former ; but not to lofe ntorc time in a 
cafe of fuch urgency, the captain inftantly repaired to the beach ; hut there were no 
cattle to be bought. During his abfence, Lange informed Mr. Banks that the Indians 
were offended, that the feamen had not ofiered gold for what they had to fell, and that 
no other metal would purchafe their commodities ; but Mr. Banks, difdaining to hold 
farther converfation with a man who had been guilty of fuch repeated fubterluges, left 
him abruptly. 

On the 20th the captain and Dr. Solander went again on ffiore, and while the latter 
prtKeeded to the town in fcarch of Lange, the captain (laid on the beach, with a view 
to buy cattle. At this place was an old man, who had been dillinguiffied by the name 
of prime minifter, becaufe he appeared to be inverted with confidcrable authority ; and 
the captain now preiented him with a fpying-glafs, in order to make a friend of him. 
At prefent there was nothing brought for fale but a fmall buffaloe, for which five gui- 
neas were demanded Though the captain knew that this was double its value, yet 
he bid three guineas, as he was willing to begin dealing at any rate. The perfon who 
had it to fell faid, he could not take the money till the Raja had been informed what 
was offered ; on which a man was fent to him, who foon came back with a raeffage, 
that live guineas would be the lowert price : this the captain refufed to give ; on which 
a fccond meffenger was difpatched, who flaying a long time, Captain Cook was 
anxioufly expefting his return, when he faw Dr. Solander coming towards the beach, 
efcorted by more than a hundred perfons, fome of whom had lances in their hands, and 
the reft were armed with mufquets. When the doftor arrived at the marketing place, 
he informed the captain, that Lange had interpreted to him a meffage from the Raja, 
the fubftance of which was, that the natives were averfe to all traffick with the Englilh, 
becaufe they would not give above half the real worth of the things which were offered 
for fale ; and that all trading whatever fhould be prohibited after that day. 

A native of Timor, whofe parents were Portuguefe, came down with this party, and 
delivered to the captain what was pretended to be the order of the Raja, and which 
w'as in fubftance the fame as Lange had told Dr. Solander ; but it was afterwards dif- 
' covered, that this man was a confederate of Lange’s, in the fcheme of extortion. The 
Englilh gentlemen had at the fame time no doubt but that the fuppofed order of the 
Raja was a contrivance of thefe men ; and while they were debating how they Ihould aft 
in this critical conjunfture, anxious to bring the affair to a fpeedy iffue, the Portuguefe 
began to drive away fuch of the natives as had brought palm-fyrup and fowls to fell, 
and others who were now bringing Iheep and buffaloes to the market. 

^ Juft at this junfture Captain Cook happening to look at the old man who had been 
diftinguilhed by the name of prime-minifter, imagined that he faw in his features a 
difapprobation of the prefent proceedings j and willing to improve the advantage, he 
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grafped the Indian’s hand, and gave him an old broad fword. ThlfpiFeu-umed prefent 
produced all the good eft'cdls that could be wiflied ; the prime minifter was enraptured 
at fo honourable a mark of dillinCtion, and," brandilhing his fword over the head of 
the impertinent Portuguefc, he made both him, and a man who command^ ^e party, 
fit down behind him on the ground. The whole bufinefs was now accomplilhed ; the 
natives, eager to fupply whatever was wanted, brought their cattle in for fale, and the 
market was foon Hocked. For the firft two bull'aloes Captain Cook gave ten guineas ; 
but he aftcrwanls purchafed them by way of exchange, giving a mufquet for each ; 
and at this rate he might have bought any number he thought proper. There feems 
to be no doubt but that I.angc had a profit out of the firft two that were fold, and that 
liis iwdbn for having faid that the natives would take nothing but fold for their cattle, 
wvr-, that he iniglit the more eafily ftiarc in the produce. CaptainjCook purchafed of 
(lie natives of this iftand foine hundred gallons of pahn-fyrup, a frtall quantity of gar- 
lii k, a large number of eg■>^s, fonie limes, and cocoa-nuts, thirty dozen of fowls, three 
ho fix ihcTp, and nine bul'ddces. ^ • 

lliiving at lengtii ob'tiined liic!,; neceiliiry refrenimcius, CaptaintCook prepared for 
lailing Jroin this place. 

This liiand is called S;ivu ; it is fttualed in lo 35' fouth lattude, and 237° 30' 
well longitude, and luis hitherto been very little known, or very iiTjlerfeflly deferibed. 
Its li Tigth is between twen!v and thirty miles; but its breadth coulonot bo afeertained. 
At tile time the Fndeavour lay there it was near the end of the dry 'eafon, when it had 
not rained for ahnoft ieveii months, nor was there a running ftret 1 of frefh water to 
lie feen, and tlie natives were fupplied only by fmall fprings, fitu: id at a diftance up 
the country. 'I'hc rains in this country ccafe in March or Api /, and fall again in 
Octolier or November: and thefe rains produce abundance ofXndico, millet, and 
mai/e, w liicli grow’ beneath the nobleft trees in the univorfe. , 

Befides thele articles, tiie iOand produces tobacco, cotton, bc/j*, tamarinds, limes, 
oranges, mangoes, rice, (luinea-corn, callevances, and w'atq-^Aelons. A trifling 
quantity of cinnamon was leeii, and fome European herbs, fy.; as garlic, fennel, 
celery and marjoram ; befides which, there are fruits of various k. and particularly 
the bihnbii which has a fliarp tafte, and is faid to be a fined.ickle, but it is not 
eaten rawu fh 

Siueral buffaloes were feen on this ifland, which were almcjfns large as an ox: 
and from a pair of enormous liorns of this animal wdneh hlr. faw, it was con- 

jecUircd, tjjat fome of them were much larger ; yet they did notfiyigh more than half 
ns much as an ox of the fame apparent iize, having loft the grci-Si!r part of their flefh 
through the late dry w'eather ; the meat, lunvevcr, was juicy, anjifif a delicate flavour, 
'flic liorns of thefe animals bend backwards, they have no dewla] j. nor Icarce any hair 
on their fkins, and their ears arc remarkably large. I he otheidamc animals on the 
ifland arc dogs, cats, pigeons, fowls, hogs, goatsj fliecp, affes and iorfes. 

Few of the horfos are above twelve hands high, yet they are ful oi mettle, and pace 
naturally in an expeditious manner ; the natives ride them with i halter only. The 
Iheep arc not unlike a goat, and are therefore called cabritos. lae fea-coaft fumiflies 
the inhabitants with turtle, but not in any great abundance. 

The natives of the ifland of Savu are rather below the middle i ature ; their hair is 
black and ftraight, and perfons of all ranks, as well thofe thai are expofed to the 
weather, as thofe that are not, have one general complexion^ v^iich is dark brown. 
The men are well formed and fprightly, and their features dijer much from each 
other : the women, on the contrary, have all one fet of features, aid are very ftiort ami 
broad built. 
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Tho : iuWM rcr pincers hanging by firings round their necks, with wRich they 
pluck c 'hlf i.iirtf their beards; and both men and w»omen root out the^iair that 
grows I'.v . ir »!«e toins. 

The 1 ' Uie ;Tien confifts of two pieces of cotton cloth, one of which is bound 
round t. iT'J k'* ■, und the hnver edge of it being drawn prci^y tight between the legs, 
the upp-r e' ; ,. i .s i;.!; loofc, fo as to form a kind of a pocket, in which they carry their 
knives ue.i < kivr i f.iugs: the otlier piece being pafTed under the former, on the back 
of the v:cai^^ the r .ds of it are carried over the fhoulders, and tucked into the pocket 
before. t s draw the upper edge of the piece round the waifl tight, wliile 

the low&T't'fe* d;|, pping to the knees makes a kind of -a petticoat: the other ph’i-^ 
of cloth U failenyi^crofs the bread;, and under the arms. This cloth, which is 
manufad^ured'by fK lativcs, is dyed blue while in the yarn; aud, as it is of various 
■{hades, its icc''': it comes to be W'orn is very beautiful. 

The c. iiJi 'jcnt.' f ■ the natives of Savu arc very numerous, and confiff. of rings, 
beads wc:.:i roue. i te neck and on the vvriil;^, and chains of plaited gold wire, 
likewife 1. the neck: thefe things vvcix' worn by both fexes ; l ,.t the 

women hud uilp ;d>'ulcs of beads round their waili, whicli hdiK’d to keep up the 
petticoat. 

The houiK'y ,!• iihnd of Savu are of dilTcrcnt lengths, from twenty feet to four 
hundred, acci- ’ lie rank of tlie inhabitant, and are fixed on pods about futr or 
five feet fir- ,i ' yr, ttuL The houfes arc gvUicrally liivuled into three' rooms of 
equal fizc, ■. e c , nn being let apart for tho ufe oiTho women; and fometimes 
fmaller rooniv " ‘ ' J-. 1 from the fidcs of the building, the whole of which is thatched 
with the lea. “ • Ti-trce. 

Thcjliative' .li. . he tame animals which the idatul jiroduccs, but they prefer 
thdiog to al xt to the hog’s defli tliey, admire that ol the horfc, to which 

fucceeds the i- ' ' hen the poultry; and they like the dedi ol cats and dogs 

much better t.’ : oats and Iheep. They feldom eat fifh. 

The fan-pai. l , . remarkable, and moll ufeful tree that grows on the idand, 

its ufes being i.r i. and various. Soon after the buds put forth, the natives cut 

them, and tying a. f fiws a liule bafkets, formed of the leaves of the tree, a liquor 
drops into the!;', ,v. ! ha die talle ol a light wine, and is the common liquor of all 
the iuhabitauis. ' a , leaves of tiic tree arc applied to the various ufes of making 
tcbaccO'pipes, .i;.’ i i e cups, baflvets, and tlic thatching of houfes. The fruit is 
ncai ly the fize (,. , ,,n turnip ; but the natives are not fond of it. 

The idand cc ; a divifions, each of which has a raja, or chief governor of 

its own. Thefe . /. ". • called l imo, Maffara, Regecua, Laai and Seba. It was 

on this laft divi . . . Kiiglifh adventurers went on fhore; the raja of which 

was between th .y • i ;• y years of age, and remarkable for his corpulency. He 
governs his peoj ih \ ' ; . < moll abi/lutc authority, but takes on him very little of the 
p". J ade or pomp '• r >>'•■ 

The natives ]' v; m the ufe of their lances, that they will throw them with 

fuch force and e: , a* ) pierce a man through the heart at the diflance of fixty 
or I'cventy yards. 

i he inhabitan^ ( t are divided into five ranks; the rajas, the land-owners, 
manulacUircrs, 1:,, !. , ml daves. The land-owners are refpefted in proportion 

to the extent of * ’ , , and the number of their flaves, which lafl are bought and 

fold with the ella }. . Iv they belong; but when a Have is bought feparately, a 

fat hog is the pri( . f /... ; a. s chafe. Though a man may fell his llavc in this manner, 

*1 or 
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or convey him with his lands, yet his power over him extends no farther, for he mufl; 
not even^rike him without the raja’s permiflion. 

The natives in general arc robuft and healthy, and had the appearance of being 
long-lived. The fmall-pox has found its way to this ifland, and is as much dreaded as 
the peflile' ee. When this dilorder attacks any perfon, he is carried to fome fpot at a 
great diilance from any houfc, where his food is conveyed to him by means of a long 
ilick, Jor no one will venture very near the invalid, who is thus left to take his chance 
ol life or death. 

"he illand of Savu having been vifited by the Portuguefe almofl at their firft ftuling 
'“*^0 tins part of the world, they eltabliflicd a fettlcment upon it ; but in a little time they 
vvre fucceeded by the Dutch, who, though they did not formally polTels themfelvcs of the 
ifland, lent a number of trading vefllls to cftablifli a treaty of commerce with the natives. 
'I he principal objeft of this treaty is, that the rajas Ihould furnilh the Dutch, for the 
cronfninptli'!! of dx'ir fpice i/laiuls, v. iih rice, maize, &c. annually, and they are to 
relur’i the value in arrack, cutlery wares, linen, and filk. In this agreement the 
raja; iindated, that a Dutcii refidcni fhoul.l be conftantly on the ifland, to obferve 
tliat !''cu-part ul the v.ontsael Vv:r fiiMlIed. 

..'o loon ;is iliis v, is accoinplifl..'.!, they font Mr. i.ange to aft as their refident. 
(hici. ( very two mc.u.'is he ia attended by fifty Hav. s on horfeback, and in this ftatc 
vifns (av.li -if flic rajas, lie conftanily lakes with Jiim a quantity of arrack, by the 
i'.clp of which he not fail of making advantageous bargaitis with the rajas. 

I.ange had been on (his iti.md ten years, during all which time he had not feen a 
ulii'c perfon, except thiuc who came annually in the Dutch fliip to carry off the rice, 
lie IS married to an Indian woman, a native of the ifland of Timor, and he lives in the 
^.iine manner a.s the inhabitants ol riecvu, whofc language he fpeaks better tlji^n any 
('thcr ; like them too he' fils on the ground and chews betle, and has fo perfeftly 
adopt ( d their manners, that he is an abl'olute Indian, except in drefs and complexion. 

morality of thefc people is of the purcll kind. A robbery is fcarce ever com- 
mitted, and a murder is never perpetrated. When any difputcs arife between the 
natives, they inllantly fubmit the point in debate to the decifton of the raja, and reft 
perfeftly laiisficd with his determination. No man is [/.rmitted to marry more than 
cn<' wife' ; yet a violation of the maiTiago bed, or evt u i:,u crime of fnnple fornication, 
is almoft wholly unknown among them. 

01 the iflands in the neighbourhood of Sre u, :i;e principal is Timor, which is 
aimutdly vifitetl by the Dutch rcfidcnts on the other iflands, in order to make up their 
accounts. 

A Frencl) fliip was wrecked on the coaft of Timor, about two years before the I^ndca- 
vour Wits in thefe fcas. She had been lodged on the rock fevcral days, when the wind 
tore her to pieces in an inftant, and the captain, with the greater number of the feamen, 
were drowned ; but a lieutenant, and about eighty men reached the fliore, where their 
immediate neceflities were relieved, after which they returned to the wreck, in com- 
pany with fome Dutch and Indians, who aflifted them in recovering all their chefts 
of bullion, fome of their guns and other efiedls, which being done, they returned, 
where they remained feveral weeks ; but in this interval, death made fuch havock 
among them, that not above half their number remained to be fent to their native 
country. 

The Endeavour failed from the ifland of Savu on the aift of September, 1770, and 
bent her courfe weftward. 


4 c 2 




from his enterprize in the Endeavour, (an 
it is fuppofcd, juft read) it was determined to 
very in the fouthern hcmifphere ; and for this 
frn&ion were purchafed of Captain Hammond, 
^ je wa# named the Refolution j the other was 336 
'^ptain James Cook was appointed to the command 
i vras promoted from the rank of a liou- 

d of the latter. 

112 perfons ott board, officers included, and the'Ad venture 8i. 
Ii^fon, and Mr. ’W^leS, now mathenlat^l matter of Chrift’s llof- 
ftled them. ' • % 

^ of Jpne, 1772, at fix o’clock in the morning, both the fhips failed from 
;piid on the evening of the aoth anchored ui Puncjhialc Road, in tlie 
* At fhie't^ptain’s and Mr. Forller’s landing, they were received by 
m” ihe vkfi-cOnfuk Mr. Sills, who conduced them to the houfe of 
4 ibe moft csonfideraWc Ebglim merchant fa the place. This gentleman 
ifed leave for Mr. Forfter to fea!rcjh.'.t|ie iflapd for' plants, but procured 
Jptber thing they wanted, an<f‘infifted on their atccoramodatfag themfelves 
, their ftay. ■' ^ 

oa board a fupply of wafar, wine, and pfl|dr neceflS|ii 4'4 they left 
aft of Affiuft, and fleered foOtjbMitld^ ' ' u*. v 

Cook*iK>Wjnv||s^ree puncheo^ of beer, of the famiflateil of malt. 
’ .v 4 S abouften of water to ^ of juice. 'ItiCTiftopped Jago for 
the jom j di%8«&iie<t kti oUcor to afk 

* purch^le re&eftimeots, vyWch was granted. The J4th in the 
* ' ’ * * ’ — ^ ^ a fupply of i^cflimcnts, 
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On the 27th, Captain Furncaux Ic'ft one of his petty officers. 

With variable winds they advanced but 
remarkable till the 23d, when they a feal,^ OT) as fome thbO^^i 
probably might be an inhabitant of the idands of Trill^ 

nearly in their latitude. ^ V 

At two in the afternoon on the 29tb, they made the land of the* Otpe of-jObod 
Hope. The Table Mountain which is over the Cape Town, diftaatice %>,i4 
leagues, wtis a good deal obfeured by clouds, other^ife it might, from its height*; %ve 
been feen at a much greater diftance. Between eight and nine o’clock this 
the whole fea, within the compafs of their fight became at once, as it were, illuminated, 
or, what the feamen call, all on fire. This appearance of the fea, in fome degree, is 
very common ; but the caufe is not fo generally known. Mr. Banks and Dr^Jk^lajider 
were of opinion it was occafioned by fea infects ; Mr. Foftcr, however, feeitiPpi.not to 
favour this opinion- Some buckcls of water, were drawn up from alorig-lide the »fl^p, 
which was found full of an iniiumcrahlo quantity of fmall globular infers, about the 
i'ly.v of a common pin’s head, and (luite tran^rent. • ' 

li. the morning they flood into Table Bay, and anchored in five fathdna Vinter. 
I'liey had no fooner anchored than they were vifited by the captain of the poittand 
Mr. Brandt. This laft , gentleman brought off fuch things as could not fail bf;,b<i^g 
acceptable to perfons coming from fea. The maficr attendant alfo vifited t^tem, 
according to cullom, to take an account of the (hips t to enquire into the health of the 
crews ; and, in particular, if the Imall-pox was on board j a thing they dread above 
all (.'ihers at the Cape, and for thefe purpofes a furgeon is always one of the 
vifiiants. 


Captain Cook waited upon the governor, accompanied by Captain Furnea6iC;and 
the two Mr. Forllers. l ie received them with great politenefs, and promifed ^ery 
affiftanc€S||he place could tiflbrtl. 

After having vifiied tlte governor and fome other principal perfons of the place, 
they fixed at Mr. Brandt’S, the ufual refidence of moll officers belonging to Englilh 
fltips. This gi'iitleiuan ipares neither trouble nor expence to make his houfe agreeable 
to thofe wliu favour him with their company, and to accommodate them with every 
thing they want. 

'flirce or four davs after them, two Dutch Indiamen arrived here from Holland, 


after a pafiage of lietween four and five months, in which one loft, by the feurvy and 
other putrid difeafes, 150 men, and the other 41. They fent, on thdr arrival* ;^at 
numbers to the hofpital in very dreadful circumibiices. > 

It was the i8th of November before they hail got ready to put to fea. Dui|M||hls 
ftay the crews of both fln'ps were ferved every day with frelli beef or njUI01pij®icw 
baked bread, and as much greens as they could eat. The Ihips lfe | |pLed 
and painted j and, in every refpeft, put in as good a condition as wh^ttd|Mj|left 
England. _ ^ 

Mr. Forfter, wliofe whole time was taken up in the purfuit of 
botany, met with a Swedilh gentleman, one Mr. Sparrman, who haf i|faP||M ^Mjtdcr 
Dr. Linnaius. He, by Captain Cook’s confent, embarked as an affifii{||tl^«|nklRllm 
who bore his cxpences on board, and allowed him a yearly ftipend b^j^dy^Pl ■ 

At three o’clock in the afternoon of the 2 2d they weighed, 
by weft. On the 25th. they had abundance of albatroffes about 
were caught with hook and line ; and were very well relilhed .by 
notwithftanding they were at this time ferved with frelh muttbiu 


ihould 
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Ihould foon come into cold weather, the captain ordered flops to be ferved to fuch as 
were in want j and gave to each man the fear-nought jacket and trowfers allowed them 
by the Admiralty. 

A violent gale, which was attended with rain and hail, blew at times with fuch vio- 
lence, that they could carry no fails ; by which means they were driven far to the eaft- 
ward of their intended courfe, and no hopes were left of reaching Cape Circumcifion. 
But the greateft misfortune that attended them. Was the lofs of great part of their live 
ftock, which they brought from the Cape, and which confifted of ihei^ .hogs, and 
geefc. There was now a fudden tranfition from warm, mild weather, to exti^mc cold 
and wet, which made every man in the fliip feel its efFefts ; for, by this time, the mercury 
in the thermometer had fallen to 38, whereas at the Cape it was generally at 67 and 
upwardm The night proved clear and ferene, and the only one that was lb fince they 
left the c; ape ; and the next morning the riling fun gave fuch flatteting hopes of a 
fine day, that they were induced to let all the reefs out of the top-fails. Their hopes, 
however, foon vanilhed ; for by one o’clock P. M. the wind, which was at fouth-eafl 
blew with fuch ftrength as obliged them Jp take in all their fails, to ftrike top-gallant- 
mafts, and to get the fpritfail-yard in. Tne three following days the wind abated. 

On the ipth, the weather being hazy, they did not fee an ifland of ice, which they 
were fleering directly for, till they were lefs than a 'mile from it. It appeared to be 
about 50 feet high, and half a mile in circuit. It was flat at the top, and its fides role 
in a perpendicular direftion, againft which the fea broke exceedingly high. Captain 
Furneaux at firfl took this ice for land, and hauled off from it, until called back by 
fjgnal. As the weather wa|,foggy, it was neceffary to proceed wdth caution. 

The hazy weather continued on the iith and 12th, with fleet and fnow; fo tliat 
they were obliged to proceed with great caution on account of the ice iflands. Six of 
thefe they paffed this day j fome of them near two miles in circuit and fixty feet high. 
And yet, fuch was the force and height of the waves, that the fea broke quite over 
them. Captain Cook fays, “ This exhibited a view which for a few moments was 
pleafing to the eye ; but when we reflefiied on the danger, the mind was filled with 
horror. For were a fhip to get againft the weather fide of one of thefe iflands when 
the fea runs high, Ihe would be dalhed to pieces in a moment.” 

From noon till eight o’clock in the evening, twenty ice iflands, of various extent, 
both for height and circuit, came in view. At about nine o’clock they found no 
ground with one hundred and fifty fathom of line. 

At eight o’clock on the 14th, they brought to under a point of the ice, where they 
had fmooth water : and the two captains fixed on rendezvoufes in cafe of reparation, 
and fome other matters, for the better keeping company. 

Next day, the 1 5th, they had the wind at north-weft a fmall gale, thick foggy weather, 
with much fnow ; their fails and rigging were all hung with icicles. The fog was fo 
thick, at times, that they could not fee the length of the fhip i and they had much 
difficulty to avoid the many iflands of ice.., ♦hat furrounded them. 

On the 17th, they faw many whales, one feal, penguins, fome. wlute birds, another 
fort of peterel, which is brown and white, and not much unlike i jpintado ; and fome 
other forts. They found the fkirts of the loofe ice to be more Droken than ufual j 
and it extended fome diftance beyond the msun field, infomuch that they failed 
amongft it the moll part of the day ; and the high ice iflands without were innume- 
rable. The weather was fenfibly colder than the thermometenr featied to point out, 
infoinuch that the whole crew complained. In order to enable them to fupport this 
the better, the fleeves of their jackets, (which were fo Ihort as to expofe their arms 
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wth baijse j and had a cap made for eac^i man of the fame ftoffj, 

H||My>g»tig Was about fifty feet high and four 

hi the jolly*boat to fee if any water ran 

^^B^jR^i ^ PlMi i [ MP | H there was not one drop, or any other 

fevcral floats, or fields of loofe ice, 

V 3s far weft as the meridian of Cape 
jito hUpediment, as the diftance was not more 
|H 9 Mn|ho 'M^|i||tc^(|bi^^d the fea feemed to be pretty clear of ice. 

C^P ice, thinking, if there were any loofe ice 
water. At four they brought 
|| P || j p | | B |||l^^ the^ did not find what they wanted, bpt 

feaece of icO'Was about half a mile in circuit, 

minutes with every 

iiSmib^Wlt. wbibh the pengouia were, rofc Hoping from the 

Kit them to 6 %#, it. y ^ ^ 

ip i & witto the with a gentle gale Bidl‘north-eaft ^he weather 

MH^rolerably at olher ' 1 ^ 4 ^ Ihml: and hazy, wiIRhow. On 

M^flOt one of the xtete birds ; they lowered a boat intb Ae 

sip ; <od^ by*^at means Idlled e pet^gubl which weighed eleven pounds 
^wito white'bird Was of the petorel tjlpioe 4 the bill, which is rather fhoit, is of 
black and derk>hine } bnd their legs an^i^cet are blue. 
kdpf January, 1773* weathetr was fo clear that they might have jfeen 
med or fifteen le^ooe difbnce. 

|Ptj,v^ey,had moch^ihOw and deet, which, as ufual, froze on the rig^g as 
Ppl dveiy rope wks covered Widi the fineft tranfparent ice. This anpraed 
enough to thoii^, but conveyed to the mind an idea of coldoefs, 
rcaJfy Was^'lordbic weather was rather milder than it had b«en 


Ivrll^ really Was^ lor toe weather was rather milder than it had be^n 
» pill, a^d the ^ left isicumbered with ice. 

p brought ^ X$d noifted out three boats ; and in about five or fix 
ife as much iceli^ l^ded fifteen tons of good frelh water. The pieew^ 
and fb|^ as a rock j fome of them fo large, that they we^^ 
with jplck-axes, before they could be taken into <^he boats. 
Mlllll^ch adhered to the ice was fo trifling as not to be tailed, and aftdc 
gWfe dc a jftort time, entirely drained ofi* ; and the water which the ice 
SM^ly fwOet and well tailed. Captain Cook fays, “ This is mi;^ 
HUlHlI^f wkering he ever met with.” * 


amed antarftic peterels, becaufe they feem to be nadvqt of thal, 

try, at half paft fburo’clock in the afternoon, Oiptaini fnim#iX'' 
that he had jufi ften a large float of fea oS rock^wdedm' and* 

n it ^ _ ar ‘ 


jfdivm.) Tbefe were, certainly, figns of the vionStjr 
HHlfi or 'wefi, was not pofllble for them to know. 

Hpiaving loll fight of the Adventure* fitoy fufpej^^llfMlM 
though thevwere at alofs to tell how it hadh^A iim B iiC 
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Captain Furneaux had been ordered by Captain Cook, in cafe he was feparated, to 
cruize three days in the place where he laft faw him ; he therefore continued making 
Ihort boards, and firing half-hour guns, till the 9th in the afternoon, when the- weather 
having cleared up, they could fee feveral leagues round them, and found that the Ad- 
venture was not within the limits of their horizon. At fhis time they were about two 
or three leagues to the eaflward of the fituation they were in when they laft faw 
her. Next day they faw nothing of her, notwithftanding the weather was pretty clear, 
and Captain Cook had kept firing guns, and burning falfe fires all night. He there- 
fore gave over looking for her, made fail, and fteered fouth-eaft, with a frefli gale at 
weft-by-north, accompanied with a high fea from the fame diredion. 

On the 17th, at nine in the morning, they bore down to an ifland of ice, which they 
reached by noon. It was full half a mile in circuit, and two hundred feet high at leaft } 
though very little loofc ice about it. But while they were confidering whether or no 
they Ihould hoift out boans to take fome up, a great quantity broke fronf'tke ifland. 
Of this detached part, they made a fliift to get on board about nine or ten tons before 
eight o’clock, when they hoifted in the boats and made fail to the call, inclining to the 
fouth, with a frefli gale at fouth : which, foon after, veered to fouth-fouth-weft and 
fouth-weft, J|ith fair but cloudy weather. 

On the ipi, they tacked, and fpent the night, which w'as exceedingly ftormy, thick, 
and hazy, with fleet and fnow, in making fliort boards. Surrounded on every fide 
with danger, they wiflied for day-light. This, when it came, ferved only to increafe 
their apprehenfions, by exhibiting to view thofe huge mountains of ice, which, in the 
iiight, they had paffed without feeing. 

Thcfe dangers were, however, now become fo familiar, that the apprehenfions they 
caufed were never of long duration ; and were, in fome mcafure, compenfated both by 
the feafonabie fupjilics of frefli water thefe ice iflands afl'orded, (without which they 
niuft have been greatly diftrefl'cd,) and alfo by their very romantic appearance, greatly 
heightened by the foaming of the waves into the curious holes and caverns which are 
.formed in many of them ; the whole exhibiting a view, which at once filled the mind 
with admiration and horror, and can only be deferibed by the hand of an able 
painter. , 

The 28ih, a fow having in the morning farrowed nine pig?, every one of them was 
killed by the cold before four o’clock in the afternoon, notwithftanding great care was 
taken of them : chilbains were alfo common. Such is the fumraer w^eather they 
enjoyed ! 

On Sunday, the 7th of March, the weather became fair, the Iky cleared up, and 
the night was remarkably pleafant, as well as the morning of the next day ; which for 
the bnghtnefs of the Iky, and ferenity and mildnefs of the weather, gave plate to none 
they had feen fince they had left the Cape of Good Hope. It was fuch as is little 
known in this fea ; and, to make it ftill more agreeable, they had not one ifland of ice 
in fight. w 

March 17th, Captain Cook now came to a refolution to quit the high fouthern lati- 
tudes, and to proceed to New Zealand, to look for the Adventure, and to refrefh his 
people. 

This day they faw feveral porpoifes, into one of which Mr. Cooper ftruck a harpoon ; 
but, as the fliip was running feven knots, it broke its hold, after towing it fome 
minutes, and before they could deaden the fliip’s way. 

■A^ihe wind, which continued between the north and weft, would ftOt permit them 
fo IBB* at Van Dieman’s Land, they fliaped their courfe to New Zealand ; and being 

under 
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under no apprehenfions of meeting with any danger, the captain was not backward in 
carrying fail. 

For the three days pad the mercury in the thermometer had rifcn to forty-fix, 
and the weather was quite mild. Seven or eight degrees of latitude had made a 
furprifing difference in the temperature of the air, which they felt with an agreeable 
fatisfa£|ion. 

On the 2 5th, they were before the entrance of a bay, which they had inidaken for 
Dulky Bay, being deceived by fome iflands that lay in the mouth of it. 

Fearing to run, in thick weather, into a place to which they were ftrangere, and 
feeing fome breakers and broken ground a-head, they tacked in twenty-five fathom 
water, and ftood out to fea. 

On the 26th, they fteered and entered Bulky Bay about noon. In this bay 
they were all ftrangers ; in Captain Cook’s former voyage, he only difcovei'ed and 
named ip, < 

After running about two leagues up the bay, and palling fevcral of the illes which 
lay in it, they brought to, and hoilfcd out two boats ; one of which was fent away 
with an officer round a point on the larboard hand, to look for anchorage. I’his he 
found, and fignified the fame by fignal. They then follow’ed with the Ihip, and 
anchored in fifty fathoms water, fo near the Ihore as to reach it with an hlwfer. This 
was on Friday the 26th of March, at three in the afternoon, after having been one 
hundred and feveiitcen days at fea ; in which time they failed three thoufand fix hun- 
dred and fixty leagues, without having once fight of land. 

After fuch a long continuance at fea, in a high fouthern latitude, it is but reafonable 
to think that many of the people mull be ill of the feurvy. The contrary, however, 
happened. Sweet wort had been given to fuch as were fcorbutic. This had fo far 
the defired effed, that they had only one man on board that could be called very 
ill of tl^ difeafe ; occafioned chiefly by a bad habit of body, and a complication of 
other dSfcrders. a 

Theifi^rft care, .'^r the Ihip was moored, was to fend a boat and people a filhing ;• 
in the mi^n time, of the gentlemen killed a feal, out of many that were upon a 
rock, which made tW^ a frelh meal. 

The filhing-boat was very fuccefsful, returning with filh fufficient for all hands for 
fupper; and in a few hours in the morning, caught as many as ferved for dinner. 
This gave them certain hopes of being plentifully fupplied with this article. Nor did the 
fliores and woods appear lefs deftitu'te of wild fowl ; fo that they Hoped to enjoy, 
with eafe, what, in their fituation, might be called the luxuries of life. This deter- 
mined them to, ftaj fome time in this bay, in order to examine it thoroughly ; as no 
one had ever landed before, on any of the fouthern parts of this country. 

About one hundred yards from the ftern was a fine dream of frefli water. Thus 
fituated, they began to clear places in the woods, in order to fet up the adronomer’s 
obfervatory, the forge to repair their iron-work, tents for the fail-makers and coopers 
to repair the fails and calks in j to land the empty calks, to fill water, and to cut down 
wood for fuel ; all of which were abfolutely neceffary occupations. They alfo began 
to brew beer from the branches or leaves of a tree, which much refcmbles the Ame- 
rican black fpruce. 

The few meep and goats they had left were not likely to fare well, there being no 
grafs here but what was coarfe and harlb. It was, however, not fo bad, but it was 
expefled they wipuld- devour it with great greedinefs, but they were the more furprifed 
to find they would not tafte it j nor did they feem over fond of the leaves of more 
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tender plants. Upon examination they found their teeth loofe ; and that many of 
them had every other fymptom of an inveterate fea fcurvy. Out of four ewes and two 
rams, which Captain Cook brought from the Cape, with an intent to put afliore in this 
country, he had only been able to preferve one of each ; and even thefe were in fo 
bad a ftate, that it was doubtful if they could recover, notwithftanding all the care pof- 
fiblo had been taken of them. 

On the 28th, a canoe appeared, and came within mufquct lliot of the Ihip. There 
were in it feven or eight people. They remained looking at the Ihip for fome time, 
and then returned ; figns of friendlhip did not prevail on them to come nearer. 
After dinner the captain took two boats and went in fearch of them. They found a 
canoe hauled upon the fliore near to two fmall huts, where were feveral fire-places, 
fome filhing-nets, a few fifli lying on the fiiore, and fome in the canoe, but faw no 
people j they probably had retired into the woods. After a fliort ftay, and leaving in 
the canoe fome medals, looking-glaifes, beads, &c. they embarked and rowed to the 
head of the cove, where they found nothing remarkable. In returning back they put 
alhorc at the fame place as before ; but ftill faw no people. 

On the 6th, the captain difeovered a fine capacious cove, in the bottom of which is 
a freih water river ; on the weft fide feveral beautiful Imall cafeades ; and the fliores 
are fo fteep 'that a fhip might lie ne ir enough to convey the water into her by a hofe. 
In this cove they fhot fourteen ducks, befides other birds, which occafioned its being 
called Duck Cove. 

As they returned in the evening, they had a fhort Interview with three of the natives, 
one man and two women. They were the firft that difeovered themfelves on tjie 
north-eaft point of Indian Ifland, named fo on this occafion : the man hallooed to 
them. He flood with his club in his hand upon the point of a rock, and behind him, 
at the fleirts of the wood, flood the two women, with each of them a fpear. The 
man could not help difeovering great figns of fear when they approached the rock 
with the boat. He however itood firm ; nor did he move to take up fome things 
that were thrown to him. 'At length they landed, went up and embraced him ; and 
prefented him with fuch articles as they had, which at once dillipated his fears. Pre- 
fently after they were joined by the two women, and fome of the feamen. After this, 
they fpent about half an hour in chit-chat, little underftood on either fide, in which 
the youngeft of the two w'omen bore by far the greateft (hare. This occafioned one 
of the feamen to fay, that women did not want tongue in any part of the world. Night 
approaching, obliged them to take leave of them ; when the youngeft of the two 
women, whofe volubility of tongue exceeded every thing they ever met with, gave 
them a dance ; but the man viewed them with great attention. 

Next morning they made the natives another vifit accompanied by Mr. Forfter and 
Mr. Hodges, carrying with them various articles, which were prefented to them, 
and' which were received with a great deal of indifference, except hatchets and fpike* 
nails ; thefe they moft efteemed. This interview was at the fame place as laft night ; 
and now they faw the whole family. It confifted of the man, his two wives (as we 
fuppofed), the young woman before mentioned, a boy about fourteen years old, 
and three fmall children, the youngeft of which was at the bread. They were all 
well-looking, except one woman, who had a large wen on her upper lip, which made 
her difagrceable ; and fhe feemed, on that account, to be in a great mcafure neglected 
by the man. 'i'hey conducted them to their habitation, which was but a little way 
within the Ikirts of the wood,, and confifted of two mean huts made of the bark of 
trees.. Their canoe, which was a fmall double one, juft large enough to tranfport 
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the whole ^unily from place to place, lay in a fmall creek near the huts. During 
their ftay, Mr. Hodges made drawings of moft of them ; this occafioned them to give 
him the name-of Toe-toe, which word was fuppofed to fignify marking or painting. 
When they took leave, the , chief prefented Captain Cook with a piece of cloth or 
garment of their own manufadturing, and fomc other trifles; He at firft thought it 
was meant as a return for the prefents he had made him ; but he was foon undeceived, 
by exprefljng a defire for one of their boat cloaks. He took the hint, and ordered 
one to be made for him of red baize as foon as he got on board j where rainy wea- 
ther detained him the following day. 

The 9th, being fair weather, they paid the natives another vifit. They found them 
at their habitations, all drefled and drefling in their very beft, with their hair combed 
and oiled, tied up upon the crowns of their heads, and (fuck with white feathers. 
Some wore a fillet of feathers round their heads ; and all of them had bunches of white 
feathers ftuck in their ears. Thus drefled, and all ftanding, they received them with 
great courtefy. Captain Cook prefented the chief with the cloak he had got made 
for him, with which he feemed fo well pleafed, that he took his patoo-patoo from his 
girdle, and gave it in return. After a fliort ftay, they took leave. 

On the 1 2th, fcveral of the natives came and fet down on the lliore abreaft of the 
fhip. The captain now caufed the bagpipes and fife to play, and the drum to beat. 
The two firft they did not regard, but the latter caufed fome little attention in them j 
nothing, however, could induce them to come on board. But they entered with great 
familiarity into converfation (little underftood) with fuch of the officers and feamen as 
went to them, paying much greater regard to fome than to others j thefe, it was fup- 
pofed, they took for females. To one man, in particular, the young woman lhcwed 
an extraordinay fondnefs until fhe difeovered his fox, after which Ihe would not fuffer 
him to come near her. Whether it was that Ihe before took him for one of her own 
fex ; or that the man, in order to difeover himfelf, had taken fome liberties with her 
which Ihe thus refented, is not known. 

On the morning of tile 1 5th, after fevcral days rain, the weather became clear. 
The captain fet out with two boats to furvey the north-weft fide of the bay, accom- 
panied by the two Mr. Forfters and fevcral of the officers, whom he detached in one 
boat to Goofe Cove, where they intended to lodge the night, while he proceeded in 
the other, examining the harbours and ifles which lay in his way. In the doing of 
this, he picked up about a fcore of wild fowl, and caught filh fufficient to ferve the 
whole party ; and reaching the place of rendezvous a little before dark, he found 
all the gentlemen out duck-Ihooting : they however foon returned, not overloaded 
with game. By this time the cooks had done their parts, in which little art was re-, 
quired, and after a hearty repaft on what the day had produced, they lay down to 
reft ; but they took care to rife early the next morning in order to have the other 
bout among the ducks before they left the cove. 

Accordingly, at day-light they prepared ^for the attack. Some, who had recon- 
noitered the place before, chofe their ftations accordingly ; whilft the captain and 
another remained in the boat, and rowed to the head of the cove to ftart the game, 
which they did fo eflfedually, that out of fome fcores of ducks, they only detained one 
to themfelves, fending alt the reft down to thofe ftationed below. About a mile from 
hence, acrofs an ifthmus, they found an immenfe number of wood-hens, and brought 
away ten couple of them. After breakfaft they fet out to return to the Ihip, which 
they reached by feven o’clock in the evening, with about feven dozen of wild fowl, 
ancl two feals. 
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On the 17th, two'ol the natives, the chief and his daughter, ventured on board ; 
the captain took them both down into the cabin, where they were to breakfaft. They 
fct at table, but would not tafte any of the victuals. The chief wanted to know where 
the captain llept, and indeed to pry into every comer of the cabin, all parts of which 
he viewed with fome furprife. But it was not poUible ttrfix his attention to any one 
thing a Angle" moment. The works of art appeared to him in the fame light as thofe 
of nature, and were as far removed beyond his comprehenfion. What feemed to ftrike 
them moft was the number and ftrength of the decks, and other parts of the (hip. The 
chief before he came aboard, prefented the captain with a piece of cloth and a green 
talc hatchet ; to Mr. Fofter he alfo gave a piece of cloth ; and the girl gave another to 
Mr. Hodges, ^"his cuftom of making prefents, before they receive any, is common 
with the natives of the South Sea iflands ; but they never faw it praftifed in New Zea- 
land before. Of all the various articles which were given to the chief, hatchets and 
fpikemails were the mod: valuable in his eyes. Thefe he never would fuffer to go out 
of his hands after he had once laid hold of them ; whereas many other articles he 
would lay carelefsly down any where, and at lad leave them behind him. 

On the 20th, they went afhore to examine the head of the bay, and in their way faw 
fome ducks, which, by their creeping through the bulhes, they got a (hot at, and killed 
one. The moment they had fired, the natives, who were not difcovered before, fet 
up a mod hideous noife in two or three places clofe by them, and they kept up their 
clamouring noife, but did not follow them. Indeed they found, afterwards, that they 
could not ; becaufe of a branch of the river between them. The falling tide obliged them 
to retire out of the river to the place where they had fpent the night. There they break- 
faded, and afterwards embarked. Jud as the captain was returning onboard, he faw 
two men on the oppofite fliorc, hallooing to him, which induced him to row over 
to them. He landed, with two others, unarmed; the two natives (landing about one 
hundred yards from the water fide, with each a fpcar in his hand. When the three 
advanced, they retired ; but dood when the captain advanced alone. 

It was fome little time before they could be prevailed upon to lay down their fpears. 
This, at lad, one of them did ; and met the captain with a grafs plant in his hand, one 
end of which he gave him to hold, while he held the other. Standing in this manner, 
he began a fpeech, not one word of which was underdood ; and made fome long 
paufes. As loon as this ceremony was over, which was not long, they faluted each 
other. He then took his hahow, or coat, from off his own back, and put it upon 
the captain ; after which peace feemed firmly edablilhed. More of his people joining 
did not in the lead alarm them ; on the contrary, they faluted every one as they 
trame o'* t 

^ "ople were feen in the (kirts of the wood, but none of them joined ; pro- 
haljvere their wives and children. 

took leave, the natives followed them to their boat, and feeing the muf- 
guets pfs the dern, they made figns for them to be taken away, which being 
done, f/i ^l<^ng-fide, and affided to launch her. At this time it was necelfary 
/(jQjj. ^^them, for they wanted to take away every thing they could lay their 
bands un nmfquets. Thefe they took care not to touch, being taught by 

feen made among the wild fowl, to look upon them as inftru- 

In tho if ^6 21 d, .they went a feal hunting. The furf ran fo high that they 
'vjace, w>d‘re they killed ten. Thefe animals ferved three pur- 
poses; the ufe of for the rigging; the fat gave oil for their lamps ; and 
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the fiefli they eat. Their haflets are equal to that of a hog, and the flelh of fome of 
them eats little inferior to beef-fteaks. 

In the morning of the 23d, Mr. Pickerfgill, Mr. Gilbert, and two others, went to a 
cove called Cafcade Cove, in order to afcenti one of tlie mountains, the fummit of which 
they reached by two o’clock ifi the afternoon- In the evening they returned on board, 
and reported that, inland, nothing was to be feen but barren mountains with huge 
craggy precipices, disjoined by valleys, or rather chafms, frightful to behold. 

Having five geefe left out of thofe brought from the Cap? of Good Hope, the cap- 
tjun went with them next morning to Goofe Cove (named fo on this account), where he 
left them. He chofe this place for two reafons *, firft, here are no inhabitants to dif- 
turb them ; and fecondly, here being the moft food, there is no doubt but that they 
will breed, and may in time fpread over the whole country, and fully anfwer the inten- 
tion in leaving them. This day they fhot a white heron, which agreed exadly with 
Mr. Pennant’s defeription, in his Britifh Zoology, of the white herons that either now 
are or were formerly in England. 

On the 27th they had hazy weather. In the morning Captain Cook fet out, accom- 
panied by Mr. Pickerfgill and the two Mr. Forfters, to explore an inlet feen the day be- 
fore. After rowing about two leagues up it, it was found to communicate with the fea, 
and to afford a better outlet for fhips bound to the north than the one they came in by. 
After making this difeovery, and rcfrefhing ihomfeves on broiled fifh and wild fowl, 
they fet out for the fliip, and got on board at eleven o’clock at night. In this expedition 
they fhot forty-four birds, foa-pies, ducks, &c. without going one foot out of their way, 
or caufing any other delay than picking them up. 

Having got the tents and every other article on board on the aSth, they weighed with 
a light breeze at fouth-weft and flood up the bay for the new pafl'age. 

In the morning of the nth of May, at nine o’clock, they weighed with a light breeze 
at fouth-eafl and Hood out to fea. It was noon before they got clear of the land. 

'J’he country is exceedingly mountainous ; a profpcdl more rude and craggy is rarely 
to be met with ; for inland 'appears nothing but the fummits of mountains of a ftupen- 
dous height, and confiding of rocks that arc totally barren and naked, except where 
they are covered with fnow. But the land bordering on the fea coad, and all the 
illands, arc thickly clothed with wood, ahnolt down to the water’s edge. 'I'he trees are 
of various kind.s, fuch as arc common to other parts of the country, and are fit for the 
fhipwright, houfe-carpenter, cabinet-maker, and many other ufes. 

Here are, as well as in all other parts of New Zealand, a great number of aromatic 
trees and Ihrubs, moft of the myrtle kind ; but amidll all this variety, there were none 
which bore fruit fit to eat. 

In many parts the woods were fo over-run with fupple-jncks, that it is fcarccly p'oflible 
to force one’s way amonil them. Several were fifty or fixty fathoms long. 

The foil is a deep black mould, evidently compofed of decayed vegetables, and fo 
loofe that it finks under you at every ftep. IJxcejit the flax or hemp plant, and a few 
other plants, there is very little herbage of any fort. What Dufky Bay moft abounds 
with is fifh : a boat with fix or eight men, with hooks and lines, caught daily fufficient 
to ferve the whole fliip’s company. Of this article the variety is almofl equal to the 
plenty, and of fuch kinds as are common to the more northern coafts ; but fome are 
fuperior, and in particular the cole fifh, as it was called, which is both larger and finer 
flavoured than any they had feen before, and was, in the opinion of moft on board the 
higheft luxury the fea afforded. The Ihell fifh are, mufcles, cockles, fcallops, cray fifh. 
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and many other forts. Thefe are to be found in great numbers about this bay, On the 
fmall rocks and ifles near the fea-coaft. 

They found here five different kinds of ducks, fome of which Captain Cook did not 
recolleft to have any where feen before. The largeft are as big as a Mufcovy duck, 
with a very beautiful variegated plumage, on which account they called it the Painted 
Duck ; both male and female have a large white fpotoneach wing; the head and neck 
of the latter is white, but all the other feathers, as well as thofe on the head and neck of 
the drake, are of a dark variegated colour. 

For three or four days after they arrived, and were clearing the woods to fet up their 
tents, &c. a four-footed animal was feen by three or four of the failors, but as no two 
gave the fame defeription of it, it is not eafy to fay of what kind it is. All, however, 
• agreed, that it was about the fize of a cat, with fhort legs, and of a raoufc colour. One 
of the fearaen, and he who had the beft view of it, faid it had a bufliy tail, and was the 
moft like a jackall of any animal he knew. The moft probable conjefturc is, that it is 
of a new fpecics. 

The moft mifehievous animals here are the fmall black fand-flies, which are very nu- 
merous, and exceedingly troublefome. Wherever they bite they caufe a fwclling, and 
fuch intolerable itching, that it is not poffible to refrain from fcratching, which at laft 
brings on ulcers like the fmall-pox. 

The inhabitants of this bay are of the fame race of people with thofe in the other parts 
of thk country, fpeak the fame language, and obferve nearly the fame cuftoms. Thefe 
indeed feem to have a cuftom of making prefents before they receive any ; in which 
they come nearer the Otaheitans than the reft of their countrymen. What could induce 
three or four families (for there docs not appear to be more) to feparate themfelves fo 
far from the fociety of the reft of their fellow creatures, is not eafy to guefs. Few as 
they are, they live not in perfect amity one family with another. For if they did, why 
do they not form themfelves into fome fociety ? a thing not only natural to man, but 
obferved even by the brute creation. 

After leaving Dufky Bay, they fleered for Queen Charlotte’s Sound, where they ex- 
pe£led to find the Adventure. In this paffage they met with nothing remarkable or 
worthy of notice, till the 1 7th at four o’clock in the afternoon, when the Iky became 
fuddenly obfeured by dark denfe clouds, and feemed to forbode much wind. Prefently 
after fix watcr-fpouts were feen. F’our rofc and fpent themfelves between them and 
the land ; that is to the fouth-weft, the fifth was without them ; the fixth appeared 
in the fouth-weft, at the diftance of two or three miles from them. Its progreflive 
motion was to the north-eaft, not in a ftraight but in a crooked line, and paffed within 
fifty yards of the ftern, without tlieir feeling any of its effefts. The diameter of the 
bafe of this fpout was judged to be about fifty or fixty feet ; that is, the fea within this 
fpace was agitated, and foamed up to a great height. F rom this a tube or round body 
was formed, by which the water, or air, or both, was carried in a fpiral ftream up to the 
clouds. Some of the failors faid, they, faw' a bird in the one near them ; which w:^ 
whirled round like a fly of a jack as it was carried upwards. During the time thefe 
fpouts larted, they had, now and then, light puffs of wind from all points of the comptfts. 
From the afeending motion of the bird, and feveral other circumftances, it is very plain, 
that thefe fpouts are cavfed by whirlwinds ; and that the water in them was violently 
hurried upwards, and did not defeend from the clouds as is generally fuppofed. 1 he 
fl^rft appearance of them is by the violent agitation and rifing up of the water ; and pr^ 
fently after, you fee a round column or tube forming from the clouds above, which 
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apparently defcends till it joins the agitated water below. Captain Cook fays, appa- 
rently, becaufe he believes it not to be fo in reality, but that the tube is already 
formed from the agitated water below, and afcends, though at firft it is either too fmall 
or too thin to be feen. When the tube is formed, or becomes vifible, its apparent 
diameter increafeth until it is pretty large; after that, it decreafeth ; and at laft, it 
breaks or becomes invifible towards the lower part. Soon after, the fea below refnmes 
its natural ftate, and the tube is drawn by little and little up to the clouds, where it is 
diflipated. The moft rational account of water-fpouts. Captain Cook fays, is in Mr. 
Falconer’s Marine Dictionary, which is chiefly collected from the philofophical writings 
of the ingenious Dr. Franklin. 

At day-light on the 1 8th of May, they arrived oflP Queen Charlotte’s Sound, where 
they difeovered the Adventure, by the fignals Ihe made ; an event which every one 
felt with an agreeable fatisfaClion. At noon, Lieutenant Kemp, of the Adventure, 
came on board ; from whom they learnt that their fhip had been there about fix weeks. 
In the evening they came to an anchor in Ship Cove, near the Adventure; when 
Captain Furneaux came on board, and gave Captain Cook an account of his proceedings 
during their reparation. 


Subjiance of Captain Furneaux' s Narrative. 

On the 7th of February 1773, in the morning, the Refolution being about two 
miles ahead the wind fhifting to the weftward, brought on a very thick fog, fo that the 
Adventure loft fight of her. They foon after heard a gun, the report of which they 
imagined to bo on the larboard beam ; they then hauled up fouth-eaft, and kept firing 
a four-pounder every half-hour ; but had no anfwer, nor further fight of her : then 
they kept the courfe they ftecred before the fog came on. In the evening it began to 
blow hard, and w.is, at intervals, more clear, but could fee nothing of the Refolution, 
which gave them ntuch uneafinefs. 'I’hey then tacked and flood to the weftward, to 
cruize in the place where they laft faw her, according to agreement in cafe of repara- 
tion ; but next day came on a very heavy gale of wind and thick weather, that obliged 
them to bring to, and thereby prevented their reaching the intended fpot. They cruized 
as near the place as they could get for three days, when giving over all hopes of joining 
company again, they bore away for winter quarters, diftant fourteen hundred leagues, 
through a fea entirely unknown, and reduced the allowance of w'ater to one quart per 
day. They were daily attended by great numbers of fea birds, and frequently faw por- 
poifes curioufly fpotted white and black. 

On the I ft of March, they bore away for the land laid down in the charts by the 
name of Van Diemen’s Land, difeovered by Tafman in 1642, and fuppofed to join to 
New Holland. 

On the 9th of March, they faw the land bearing north-north-eaft, about eight or 
nine leagues diftant. It appeared moderately high, and uneven near the fea. 'I’hey 
hauled immediately up for it, and by noon wItc within three or four leagues of if. 
Soundings from forty-eight to feventy fathoms, fand and broken fhells. tHere the 
country is hilly and well clotlied with trees ; they faw no inhabitants. 

The morning on the 10th of March being calm, the fliip, then about four miles from 
the land, feut the great cutter on fhore with the fecond lieutdnant, to find if there was 
any harbour or good bay. Soon after, it beginning to blow' very hard, they made the 
fignal for i he boat to return feveral times, but they did not fee or hear any thing of 
it ; the fhip then three or four leagues off, which gave them much uneafinefs, as there 

was 
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was .a very great fea. At half paft one P. M. to their great fatisfaftion, the tpat re- 
turned on board fafe. They landed, but with much difficulty; and faw feveraf places 
where -the Indians had been, and one they lately had left, where they had a fire, with 
a great number of pearl efcallop-fhells round it, which fhclls they brought on board, 
with fome burnt flicks and green boughs. The weather obliged them to return without 
invefligating the place properly : they faw no part to anchor at with fafety. 

On the 1 6tli, they paffed Maria’s Iflands, fo named by Tafman ; they appear to be 
the fame as the main land. The land hereabouts is much pleafanter, low, and even ; 
but no figns of a harbour or bay, where a Ihip inight anchor with fafety. 

They flood to the eaflward for Charlotte’s Sound, with a light breeze at north-weft, 
in the morning of the 5th of April, and on the 6th they had the found open, but the 
wind being down, it obliged them to work up under the weftern Ihore, as the tide fets 
■ up ftrong there wlicn it runs down in mid-channel. At ten, the tide being at ebb, they 
were obliged to come to with the befl bower in thirty-eight fathoms, clofe to fome 
white rocks. As they failed up the found they faw the tops of high mountains covered 
with fnow, which remains all the year ; about five o’clock on the 7th, anchored in Ship 
Cove, in ten fatlioms water. 

The two following days were employed in clearing a place on Mortuara Ifland for 
erefting tents for the fick (having then fcvcral on board much aflliiSlcd with the feurvy), 
the fail-makers and coopers. 

On the 9th, they were villtcd by three canoes with about fixteen of the natives ; and 
to induce them to bring fifh and other provifions, they gave them fevcral things, with 
which they feemed highly pleafed. One of their people feeing fomething wrapped upf 
in a better manner than common, had the curiofity to examine what it was ; and, to 
his great furprize, found it to be the head of a man lately killed. They were very 
apprehenfive of its being forced from them ; and particularly the man who feemed 
moft interefted in it, whofe very flclh crept on his bones for fear of being punilhed by 
them, as Captain Cook, on a former voyage, had cxprelTed his great abhorrence of this 
unnatural ail. They ufed every method to conceal the head, by Ihifting it from one 
to another ; and by figns endeavouring to convince them that there was no fuch thing 
among them, though they had feen it but a few minutes before. They then took their 
leave, and went on fliore. 

They frequently mentioned Tupia, which was the name of the native of George’s Ifland 
(or Otaheite,) brought here by the Endeavour, and who died at Batavia; and when they 
told them he w'as dead, fome of them feemed to be very much concerned, and, as well 
as they could underftand them, wanted to know whether he was killed, or if he died 
a natural death. By thefe queftions, they are the fame tribe Captain Cook faw. In 
the afternoon, they returned again with fifli and fern roots, which they fold for nails 
and other trifles ; though the nails are what they fet the moft value on. The man and 
w'oman who had the head did not come oflF again. . 

Next moining the natives returned, to the number of fifty or fixty, with their chief 
at their head (as was fuppofed ) in five (fouble canoes. They gave their implements of 
war, ftona hatchets, and clothes, &c. for nails and old bottles, which they put a great 
value on. A number of the head men came on board, and it was with fome difficulty 
they got them out of the Ihip by fair means ; but on the appearance of a mufquet with 
a fixed bayonet, they all' went into their canoes very quickly. 

On the 1 ith of May, they felt two fevere fliocks of an earthquake, but received no 
kind of damage. On the 1 7th they had the pleafure of feeing the Refolution off the 
mouth of the Sound. They immediately fent out the boats to her affiftance to tow her 
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in, it b^ng calm. Both {hips felt uncommon joy at their meeting, after an abfenoe of 
fourteen weeks . — Here the tranfaEUons of both Jhlps commence again. 

Captain Cook knowing that feurvy-grafs, celery, and other vegetables were to be 
foimd in Queen Charlotte’s Sound, went the morning after his arrival, at day-break, 
to look for fome, and returned on board at breakfaft with a boat-load. Being now 
fatisfied, that enough was to be got for the crews of both {hips, he gave orders that 
they {hould be boiled, with wheat and portable broth, every morning for breakfaft ; 
and with pcafe and broth for dinner ; knowing from experience, that thefe vegetables, 
thusdrelTed, are extremely beneficial in removing all manner of fcorbutic complaints. 

In the morning of the 20th, he font a(hore, to the watering-place near tlie Adven- 
ture’s tent, the only ewe and ram remaining, of thofe which he had brought from the 
Cape of Good Hope, with intent to leave in this country. Soon after he vlfited the 
feveral gardens Captain Furncaux had caufed to be made and planted with various 
articles ; all of which were in a flourifiiing flare, and, if attended to by the natives, 
may prove of groat utility to them. The next day he fet fome men to work to make 
a garden on Long Ifland, which he planted with garden-feeds, roots, &c. 

On the 2 2d in the morning, the ewe and ram he had with fo much care and trouble 
brought to this place, were both found dead, occafioncd, as was fuppofed, by eating 
fome poifonous plant, d'hus his hopes of flocking this country with a breed of fheep, 
were blafled in a moment. About noon they were vifited, for the firfl time fince they 
arrived, by fome of the natives, who dined with them ; and it was not a little they 
devoured. In the evening they were difmifled with prefents. 

In the morning of the 24th, they met a large canoe in which w'ere fourteen or fifteen 
people. One of the firfl quellions they afked was for Tupia, the perfon brought from 
Otaheite on the former voyage ; and they feemed to exprefs fome concern, when they 
told them he was dead. Thefe people made the fame enquiry of Captain Fumeaux 
when he firfl arrived. 

Nothing worthy of notice happened till ilie 29th, when feveral of the natives made 
them a vifit, and brought with them a quantity of fiflt, which they exchanged for nails, 
&c. One of thefe people Captain Cook took and fliewed him fome potatoes, planted 
there by Mr. Fanncn, mafter of the Endeavour. There feemed to be no doubt of their 
fucceeding ; and the man was fo well pleafed with them, that he, of his own accord, 
began to hoe the earth up about the plants. They next took him to the other gardens, 
and fliewed him the turnips, carrots, and parfnips, roots which, together with the 
potatoes, will be of more real ufe to them than any other articles they had planted. It 
was eafy to give them an idea of thefe roots, by comparing them with fuch as. they 
knew. 

Two or three families of thefe people now took up their abode near the {hips,’ em- 
ploying themfelves daily in filhmg, and fupplying them with the fruits of their labour ; 
the good effefts of which were foon felt. For they were by no means fuch expert filhers 
as the natives ; nor were any of the Englilh methods of filhing equal to theirs. 

On the ad of June, the {hips being nearly ready to put to fea. Captain Cook fent 
on {hore two goats, male and female. The former was foraething more than a vear 
old } but the latter was much older. She had two fine kids, fome time before they 
arrived in Dulky Bay, which were killed by cold. Captain^ Fumeaux alfo put on 
{hore, in Cannibal Cove, a boar and two breeding fot^s ; fo that there is reafon to 
hope this country will, in time, be flocked with thefe animals, if they are not 
deftroyed by the natives before they become wild j for afterwards they viriU be in no 
danger. 
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In their excurfion to the eafi:, they met with the largeft feal they had ever feen. It 
was fwimming on the furface of the water, and fuffered them to come near enough to 
fire at it ; but without efFeft : for, after a chafe of near an hour, they were obliged to 
leave it. By the fize of this animal, it was probably a fea lionefs. It certainly bore 
much refemblance to the drawing in Lord Anfon’s voyage. 

Early the next morning, fome of the natives brought a large fupply of filh. One 
of them agreed to go away with them ; but afterwards, that is, when it came 
to the point, he changed his mind ; as did fome others who had promifed to go with 
the Adventure. One of them defired Captain Cook to give his fon a white fliirt, which 
he accordingly did. The boy was fo fond of his new drefs, that he went all over the 
Ihip, prefenting himfelf before every one that came in his way. This freedom ufed by 
him offended Old Will the ram goat, who gave him a butt with his horns, and knocked 
him backward on the deck. Will would have repeated his blow, had not fome of 
the people come to the boy’s alfiflance. The misfortune, however, feemed to him 
irreparable. The fliirt was dirtied, and he was afraid to appear in the cabin before his 
father, until brought in by Mr. Forfter ; when he told a very lamentable Itory againft 
Goury the great dog ( for lo they called all the quadrupeds that were on board,) 
nor could he be reconciled, till the fhirt was wafhed and dried. This ftory, though 
trifling in itfelf, will fhew how common it is to miftakc thefe people’s meaning, and to 
aferibe to them cufloms they never knew even in thought. 

About nine o’clock a large double canoe, in which were twenty or thirty people, 
appeared in fight. The natives on board feemed much alarmed, faying that thefe were 
their enemies. Two of them, the one with a fpear, and the other with a ftone hatchet 
in his hand, mounted the arm chefts on the poop, and there, in a kind of bravado, 
bid thofe enemies defiance ; while the others, who were on board, took to their canoe 
and went afhore, probably to fecure the women and children. 

However, they came on board and were very peaceable. A trade foon commenced 
between the failors and them. It was not poflible to hinder the former from felling 
the clothes from off their backs for the mereft trifles, things that were neither ufeful 
nor curious. This caufed Captain Cook to difmifs the ftrangers fooner than he would 
have done. 

June the 4th they fpent their Royal Mafler’s birth-day in feftivity, haying the com- 
pany of captain Furneaux and all his officers. Double allowance enabled the feamen 
to lhare in the general joy. 

During their flay in the found. Captain Cook obferv^d that this fecond vifit 
made to this country, had not mended the morals of the natives of either fex. He 
had always looked upon the females of New Zealand to be more chafle than the 
generality of Indian women. Whatever favours a few of them might have granted to 
the people in the Endeavour, it was generally done in a private manner, and the men 
did not feem to interefl themfelves much in it. But now, he was told, they were the 
chief promoters of a fhameful traffic, and that, for a fpikc-nail, or any other thing they 
value, they would oblige the women to proflitute themfelves, whether they would or 
no ; and even without any regard to that privacy which decency required. 

On the 7th of June, at four in the morning, the wind being favourable, 
they unmoored, and at feven weighed and put to fea, with the Adventure in 
company. 

Nothing material occurred till the 29th, when Captain Cook was informed the 
crew of the Adventure was fickly j and this he found was but too true. Her cook 
was dead, and about twenty of her beft men were down in the feurvy and flux. At 
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this time, his (hip had only three men on the fick lift, and only one of them attacked 
with the fcurvy. Several more, however, began to fliew fymptoms of it, and were 
put upon the wort, marmalade of carrots, rob of lemons and oranges. 

To introduce any new article of food among feamen, let it be ever fo much for 
their good, requires both the example and authority of a commander ; without both 
of which, it will be dropt before the people are fenfible of the benefits refulting from it. 
Many of the people, officers as well as feamen, at firft diiliked celery, fcurvy-grafs, &c. 
being boiled in the peas and wheat ; and fome refufed to eat it. But as this had no 
effeft on Captain Cook’s conduft, this obftinate kind of prejudice by little and little 
wore off j they began to like it as well as the others. 

On the 6th of Auguft, Captain Cook font for Captain Furneaux to dinner; from 
whom he learnt that his people were much better, the flux having left them ; and the 
fcurvy was at a Hand. Some cyder which he happened to have, and which he gave 
to the fcorbutic people, contributed not a little to this happy change. The weather 
to-day was cloudy, and the wind very unfcttled. I’his feemed to announce the 
approach of the fo much wilhed for trade-wind ; which, at eight o’clock in the 
evening, after two hours calm, and fome heavy fliowers of rain, they actually got at 
foufh-eaft. 

The fickly ftate of the Adventure’s crew made it neceffary to make their beft way to 
Otaheite, where they were fure of finding refrefhments. Confequently they con- 
tinued their courfe to the weft ; and at fix o’clock in the evening, land was feen from 
the maft-head, bearing weft by fouth. Probably this was one of Bougamville’s dif- 
coveries. Captain Cook called it Doubtful Ifland ; the getting to a place where 
they could procure refrefliments was more an objefl; at this time than difeovery. 

At day-break on the 12th, they difeovered land right a-head, diftant about two 
miles; fo that day- light advifed them of their danger but juft in time. This proved 
another of thJfe low or half-drowmed iflands, or rather a large coral fhoal, of about 
twenty leagues in circuit. 

The next morning at four they made fail, and at day-break faw another of thefe 
low iflands, which obtained the name of Adventure Ifland. M. de Bougainville very 
properly calls this low clufter of overflowed ifles the Dangerous Archipelago. The 
i'moothnefs of the fca fufficiently convinced them that they were furrounded by them, 
and how neceffary it was to proceed with the utmoft caution, efpecially in the 
night. 

On the 1 5th, at five o’clock in the morning, they faw Ofnaburg Ifland, or Maitea, 
difeovered by Captain Wallis. Soon after they brought to, and wraited for the Adven- 
ture to come up with them, to acquaint Captain Furneaux, that it was his intention to 
put into Oaiti-piha Bay, near the fouth-eaft end of Otaheite, in order to get 'what 
rcfrelhmcnts they could from that part of the ifland, before they went down to Matavia. 
This done, they made fail, and at fix in the evening faw the ifland bearing weft. 
They continued to ftand on till midnight, when they brought to, till four o’clock in 
the morning ; and then made fail in for the land with a fine breeze at caft. 

At day-break, they found themfelves not more than half a league from the reef. 
'This made it neceffary to hoMl out their boats to tow the fhips oft'; but all their efforts 
were not fufficient to keep them from being carried near the reef. A number of the 
inhabitants came off in canoes from different parts, bringing with them a little fifli, 
a few cocoa-nuts, and other fruits, which they exchanged for nails, beads, &c. Moft of 
them knew Capttun Cook again ; and many enquired for Mr. Banks and others, whu 
were with him before ; but not one aiked for Tupia. 
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The calm continuing their fituation became ftill more dangerous. They were, 
however, not without hopes of getting round the weftevn point of the reef and intcahe 
bay, till about two o’clock in the afternoon, when they came before an opening 
or break in the reef, through which' they hoped to get with the fhips. But 
on fending to examine it, found there was not a fiifllciont depth of water; though 
it caufed fuch an indraught of the tide of flood througli if, as wms very near proving 
fatal to the Refolution ; for as foon as the fliips got into this ftreain, they w'ere carried 
with great impetuofity towards the reef. The moment Captain Cook perceived this, 
he ordered one of the warping machines, which they had in readinefs, to be carried 
out with about four hundred iathoins of rope ; but it had not the Icaft elFecf. The 
horrors of Ihipwreck now' flared them in the face. They wore not more than two cables 
• length from the breakers; and yet they could find no bottom to anchor, the only 
probable means they had left to lave tlie Ihips. 'I’hey, however, drop:;cd an anchor ; 
but before it took hold, and brought them i!j>, tlie fliip was in lefs than tliree fathoms 
water, and flruck at every fall of the fea, which broke dole under their flern in a 
dreadful furf, and threatened them every moment with fhipvvrcck. The Adventure 
very luckily brought up clofe upon their bow without flriking. 

They prefently carried out two kedge anchors, with hawlers to each. Thcfe found 
ground a little without the bower, but in wliat depth they never knew. By heaving 
upon them, and cutting away the bower anchor, they got the fhip afloat, where they 
lay fome lime in the greateft anxiety, expecting every minute that cither the kedges 
would come home, or the hawlers be cut in two by the rocks. At Icmgth the tide 
ceafed to ad in the fame ciircdion. All the boats were ordered to try to tow otF the 
Refolution ; and when they fiiw this was praclicable, they hove up the two kedges. 
At that moment a light air came ofi' from the land, which lb much aflifled the boats, 
that they foon got clear of all danger. I’hen they ordered all the boats to affifl the 
Adventure ; but before they reached her, flic was under fail with th» land breeze, 
leaving behind her three anchors, her coalling cable, and two hawfers, which were 
never recovered. Thus they were once more lafe at fea, after narrowly cfcaping 
being wrecked on the very ifland they but a few clays before fo ardently wilhecl to be 
at. The calm, after bringing them into this dangerous fituation, very fortunately 
continued. For had the fea-breeze, as is ufual, fet in, the Refolution muft inevitably 
have been loll, and probably the Adventure too. 

During the time they were in this critical fituation, numbers of the natives were on 
board and about the fhips. 'I hey feemed to be inl’cnfible of danger, fliewcd not the 
leaft furprize, joy, or fear, when tlie fhips were ftriking, and left them a little before 
fun-fet, quite unconcerned. 

They fpent the night, which proved fqually and rainy, making fhort boards ; and 
the next morning, being the 17th, tliey anchored in Oaiti-piha Bay, in twelve fathoms 
water, about two cdbles length from , the Ihore, both fhips being by this time 
crowded with a great number of the, natives, who brought with them cocoa-nuts, 
plantains, bananoes, apples, yams, and other roots, which they exchanged for nails 
and beads. To feveral who called themfelves chiefs. Captain Cook made prefents of 
fhirts, axes and feveral other articles ; and in return, they promifed to bring hogs and 
fowls ; a promife they i\ever did, nor ever intended to perform. 

Early in the morning Captain Cook fent the two launches, and the Refolution ’s 
cutter, under the command of Mr. Gilbert, to endeavour to recover the anchors they 
had leffeitehind them. They returned about noon with the Refolution’s bower anchor, 
but could not recover any of the Adventure's. The natives came off again with fruit, 
I as 
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as the day before, but In no great quantity. Many, however, who called themfelves 
earees, or chiefs, came on board, partly with a view of getting prefents, and partly to 
pilfer whatever came in their way. 

One of this fort of earees the captain hafl moft of the day in the cabin, and made 
prefents to him and all his friends, which were not a few. At length he was caught 
taking things which did not belong to him, and handing them out at the quarter- 
gallery. Many complaints of the like nature were made to him againft thofe on deck, 
which occafioned his turning them all out of the fliip. The cabin guell made good 
haftc to be gone. — The captain was fo much cxafperated at his behaviour, that after he 
had got fome diftance from the fliip, he fired two mufqucts over his head, which made 
him quit the canoe and take to the water. He then fent a boat to take up the canoe; 
but as flie came nearer the fliore, the people from thence began to pelt her with ftones. 
Being in fome jiain for her fafety, as flie was unarmed, he went himfelf in another 
boat to protedl her, and ordered a great gun. loaded with ball, to be fired along the 
coafl, which made them all retire from the fliore, and he was fuffered to bring away 
two canoes without the leaft fliew of oppofition. In one of the canoes w'as a little boy, 
who was much frightened ; but he foon diflipated his fears, by giving him beads, and 
putting him on fliore. — A few hours after, they were all good friends again ; and the 
canoes were returned to the firfl jierfon who came for them. 

It was not till the evening of this day that any one enquired after Tupia, and then 
but two or three. As i'oon as they learned the caufe ot his death, they were quite 
faiisfietl ; indeed it did not appear to them that it would have caufed a moment’s 
uneafinefs in the bread of any one, had his death been occafioned by any other means 
than by licknefs. 

Nothing worthy of note happened on the 20th, till the dulk of the evening, when 
one of the natives made off witii a imirquct belonging to the guard on fliore. Captain 
Cook was pi'efent when this happened, and font Ibmc of his people after him, .which 
would have been to little purpofe, hail not finie of the natives, of their own accord, 
purfued the thief 'J hey knocked him down, took from him the mulquet, and brought 
it back. Fear, on tliis occa.Iion, certainly operated more with them than principle. 
They, however, deferve to be applauded for this a t of jullice; for if they had not 
given their immediate affiflance, it would hardly have been in his power to have 
recovered the mulquet by any gentle means whatever ; and by making ufe of any other, 
he was lure to lole more than ten times its value. 

In the evening Captain Ci'ok was informed that Waheatoua was come into the 
neighbourhood, and wanted to fee him. In confequence of this information, he deter- 
mined to wait one day longer in order to have an interview with this Prince. Accord- 
ingly, early the next morning, he fet out in company w'ith Captain Furncauic, Mr. 
Forifer, and feveral of the natives. 'I’hey found him feated on a Itool, with a circle of 
people round him ; he knew Captain Cook at firfl fight, he and the Prince having 
i’een each other feveral times in 1769. At tjiat time be was but a boy, and went by 
the name of Tcaree ; but upon the death of his father, Waheatoua, he took upon him 
that name. 

. After the firfl falutation was over, having feated the captain on the fame ftool with 
himl’elf, and tlie other gentlemen on the ground by them, he began to enquire after 
feveral by name who were with him on his former voyage. He next enquired how 
long they would flay ; and when he told him no longer than next day, he feemed fony, 
afked the captain to fliv fome months, and at laft came down to five days; proniifing, 
in that time, he ihould have hogs in plenty. But as he had been here already a week, 
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without fo much as getting one, he could not put any faith in this promife. The prefent 
made him confifted of a Ihirt, a iheet, a broad axe, fpike nails, knives, looking -glaffes, 
medals, beads, &c. In return he ordered a pretty good hog to be carried to their 
boat. 

I’hey (laid with him all the morning, during which time he never fulFered Captain 
Cook to go from his fide, where he was feated j at length they took leave, in order to 
return on board to dinner. They got, in the whole, to-day, as much frefli pork as 
gave the crews of both Ihips a meal ; and this in confequence of their having this 
interview with the chief. The 24th, early in the morning, they put to fea with a light 
land breeze. 

The fruits they got here greatly contributed towards the recovery of the Adven- 
tjure’s fick people. Many of them who had been fo ill as not to be able to move with- 
out afliftance, were in this fhort time fo far recovered, that they could walk about of 
themfelves. It was not till the evening of this day that they arrived in Matavia Bay. 

Before they got to an anchor, their decks were crowded with the natives ; many 
of whom Captain Cook knew, and almofl all of them knew him. A great crowd was 
afferabled together upon the Ihore, amongft whom w’as Otoo their King. The captain 
w'as juft going to pay him a vifit, when he w'as told he was maiaow' df and gone to 
Oparree. 

He let out on the a6th for Oparree, accompanied by Captain Fumeaux, Mr. Forfter, 
and others, Maritata and his wife. As foon as they landed, they were condufted to 
Otoo, whom they found feated on the ground, under the lhade ,of a tree, with an 
immenfe crowd round him. After the firft compliments were over, he prefented him 
with fuch articles as were fuppofed to be moft valuable in his eyes, well knowing that 
it was his intereft to gain the friendlhlp of this man. He alfo made prefents to fcveral 
of his attendants ; and, in return, they offered him cloth, which he refufed to accept, 
telling them that what he had given was for tioy (friendlhip). The King enquired for 
Tupia, and all the gentlemen that were with the captain in his former voyage, by name. 
He promifed that they Ihould have fome hogs the next day J but he had much ado to 
obtain a promife from him to vifit him onboard. He faid he was, viataou no te paupoue, 
that is, afraid of the guns. Indeed all his a£tions fiiewcd him a timorous Prince. He 
was about thirty years of age, fix feet high, and a fine, perfonablc, well-made man as 
one can fee. All his fubjefts appeared uncovered before him, his father not excepted. 
What is meant by uncovering, is the making bare the head and llioulders, or wearing 
no fort of cloathing above the breaft. 

On the 27th, early in the morning, Otoo, attended by a numerous train, paid them 
a vifit. He firft fent into the Ihip a large quantity of cloth, fruits, a hog, and two 
large fifli ; and, after fome perfuafion, came aboard himfelf, with his filler, a younger 
brother, and feveral more attendants. To all of them they made prefents. Captain 
Furneaux prefented the King with two fine goats, male and female, which, if taken 
care of, or rather, if no care at all is tal^cn of them, will no doubt multiply. 

Very early in the morning on the 28th, they had another vifit from Otoo, who 
brought more cloth, a pig, and fome fruit. His filter, who was with him, and fome of 
his attendants, came on board ; but he and others went to the Adventure, with the 
like prefents to Captain Furneaux. It was not long before he returned with Captain 
Furneaux on board the Refolution, when Captain Cook made him a handfome return 
for the wefent he had brought him, and dreffed his filler out in the bell manner he 
could. ’-‘*1810, the King’s brother, and one or two more were covered before him to- 
da)G ’Wfcen Otoo came into the cabin, £reti and fome of his friends were fitting there. 
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The moment they faw the King enter, they ftripped themfelves in great hafte, being 
covered before. Seeing Captain Cook took notice of it, they faid earee, earee ; giving 
him to underftand that it was on account of Otoo being prefent. This was all the 
refpeft they paid him ; for they never rofe from their feats, nor made any other obei- 
fance. When the King thodght proper to depart^ he was carried to Oparree in a boat ; 
where Captain Cook entertained him, and his* people, with the bagpipes (of which 
mufic they are very fond), and dancing by the feamen. He, in return, ordered fome of 
his people to dance alfo, which confifted chiefly of contortions. There were, however, 
fome who could imitate the feamen tolerably well, both in country dances and 
hornpipes. 

Next morning after breakfaft they took a trip to Oparree, again to vifit Otoo. They 
made him up a prefent of fuch things as he had not feen before. One article was a 
broad-fword ; at the fight of which he was fo intimidated, that Captain Cook had much 
ado to perfuade him to accept of it, and to have it buckled upon him ; where it 
remained but a Ihort time, before he defired leave to take it off and fend it out of his 
fight. 

Soon after they were conduced to the theatre ; where they were entertained with a 
dramatic heava, or play, in which were both dancing and comedy. The performers 
were five men, and orje woman, who was no lefs a perfon than the King’s filler. The 
mufic confifted of three drums only ; it lafted about an hour and an half, or two hours, 
and upon the whole, was well conduced. It was not poflible for them to find out the 
meaning of the play. Some part feemed adapted to the prefent time, as Captain 
Cook’s name was frequently mentioned. Other parts were certainly wholly uncon- 
nefled with them. The dancing-drefs of the lady was very' handfome, being deco* 
rated with taffels, made of feathers, hanging from the waift dow'nward. As foon as 
all was over, the King himfelf defired Captain Cook to depart ; and fent into the boat 
different kinds of fruit, and filh ready dreffed. With this they returned on board ; 
and the next morning the King fent them more fruit, and feveral fmall parcels 
of filh. 

Nothing farther remarkable happened till ten o’clock in the evening, when they 
were alarmed with the cry of murder, and a great noife, on Ihore, near the bottom 
of the bay, at fome diftance from the encampment. Captain Cook fufpefted that it 
was occafioned by fome of his own people, and immediately armed a boat, and fent 
on Ihore, to know the occafion of this difturbance, and to bring oft' fuch of their 
people as Ihould be found there. The boat foon returned with three marines, and 
a feaman. Some others belonging to the Adventure, w'cre alfo taken, and being all 
put under confinement, the next morning the Captain ordered them to be punilhed 
according to their deferts. He did not find that any mifehief was done, and the'people 
would confefs nothing. This difturbance was fuppofed to be occafioned by their 
making too free with the women. Be this as it will, the natives were fo much alarmed, 
that they fled from their habitations in the dead of the night, and the alarm fpread 
many miles along the coat. For when Captain Cook went to vifit Otoo, in the morn- 
ing, by appointment, he found him removed, or rather fled, many miles from the 
place of his abode. Even there he was obliged to wait fome hours, before he could 
lee him at all ; and when he did, he complained of the laft ^night’s riot. 

As this was intended to be the laft vifit, Captain Cook had taken with him a prefent 
fuitable to the occafion. Among other things were three Cape iheep, which he had 
feen before and aiked for ; for thefe people never lofe a thing by not alking for it. 
He was much pleafed with them j though he could be but little benefited, as they were 

4 all 



CAPTAIN cook’s &ECOND VOYAGE. 


584 

all wethers, a thing he was made acquainted with. The prefents he got at this intgr- 
view entirely removed his feai's, and opened his heart fo much, that he fent lor throe 
hogs, which he prelented to them ; one of them was very fmall. 

They now took leave, and informed him they Ihould quit the iflandLthe next day .j 
at which he feemed much moved, and embraced the capt'ain feveral times. 

On the ill of September, the Ihips unmoored. Our old friend Pottatou, his wife, 
or miftrefs, and fome more of his friends, came in order to vifit the captain. They 
brought him a prefent of two hogs, and fome filli ; and Mr. Pickerfgill got two more 
hogs, by exchange, from Oamo : for he went in the boat as far as Paparra, where he 
faw old Oberea. She feemed much altered for the worfe, poor, and ol little confe- 
quence. 'I'he wind, which had blown wefterly all day, having fliifted at once to the 
ealt, they put to fca j and difinill'ed their friends fooncr than they wiflied to go 5 but 
well fatisfied with the reception they had met w'ith. 

Some hours before they got under fail, a young man, whofc name was Poreo, came 
and defired the captain would take him with him ; he confented, thinking he might 
be of fervice on fome occalions. Many more offered themfclves, but ho refufed to 
take them. I’his youth alked for an axe and a fpike-nail for his father, who was then 
on board. He had them accordingly, and they parted jufl as they were getting under 
fail, more like two ftrangers than father and fon. This railed a doubt whether it was fo ; 
which was farther confirmed by a canoe, conduced by two men, coming alonglide, as 
they were Handing out of the bay, and demanding the young man in the name of 
Otoo. He now law that the whole was a trick to get fomething from him j well 
knowing that Otoo was not in the neighbourhood, and could know nothing of the 
matter. Poreo feemed, however, at f.rll undetermined whether he fliould go or Hay.; 
but he foon inclined to the former. The captain then told them to return the axe 
and nails, and then he Ihould go (and fo he really Ihould) ; but they faid they were 
alhore, and fo departed. Though the youth feemed pretty well fatisfied, he could not 
refrain from weeping w'hen he viewed the land allern. 

As foon as they were clear of the bay, and their boats in,*they direfted their courfe 
for the illand of Huaheine, where they intended to touch. They made it the next 
day, and fpent the night making fliort boards under the north end of the illand. At 
day-light in the morning of the 3d, they made fail for the harbour of Owharre ; in 
which the Refolution anchored, about nine o’clock, in twenty-four fathoms water. 
Several of the natives by this time had come off, bringing with them fome of the pro- 
du£lions of the illand ; and as foon as the lliips were in fafoty. Captain Cook landed 
with Captain Furneaux, and was I'eceived by the natives with the utmoft cordiality. 
Some prefents were diftributed among them ; and, prefcntly after, they brought down 
hogs, fowls, dogs, and fruits, \ilhich they willingly exchanged for hatchets, nails, 
beads, &c. The like trade was foon opened on board the Ihip j fo that they had a 
fair profpeft of being plentifully fupplied with frelli pork and fowls ; and, to people 
in their fituation, this was no unwelcome thing. 

Early the next morning. Lieutenant Pickerfgill failed with the cutter on a trading 
party, towards the fouth end of the ifle. Captain Cook alfo fent another trading 
party on (hore near the fliips, with which he went himfelf, to fee that it was properly 
condu£lcd at the firll fettipg out, a very necelTary point to be attended to. 

On the 4th, Captain Cook wanted to go to Oree, the King j but was told he would 
come to him j which he accordingly did, fell upon his nAk, and embraced hini. 
This was by no means ceremonious; the tears, which trickled plentifully down his 
venerable old cheeks, fulSciently befpoke the language of his heart. His friends were 
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alfo introduced to them, to whom they made prefrats. In retura he gave them a hog 
and a quantity of cloth, promifing that all their wants fliould be fupplied j and it will 
Xoon appear how well he kept his word. At length they took leave, and returned 
on board } anlmfome time after Mr. Pickerfgill. returned alfo with fourteen hogs. 
Many more were got by exchanges on fliore an^ alongfide the (hips, befides fowls 
and fruits in abundance. 

This good old chief paid them a vifit early in the morning on thO 5th, together 
with fome of his friends, bringing a hog and fome fruit. He carried his kindnefs fo 
far as not to fail to fend every day, for Captain Cook’s table, the very belt of ready 
drefled fruit and roots, and in great plenty. Lieutenant Pickerfgill being again fent 
with the two boats in fearch of hogs, returned in the evening with twenty-eight ; and 
about four times that number were purchafed on fliore and alongfide the flii{)s. 

Next day the people crowded in from every part with hogs, fowls, and fruit, fo that 
they prefently filled two boats. Orce himfelf prefented a large hog and a quantity of 
fruit. Oree and Captain Cook were profefled friends in all the forms cuftomary 
among them ; and he feemed to think that this could not be broken by the a6i: of any 
other perfons. 

On the 7th, early in the morning, while the fliips were unmooring. Captain Cook 
went to pay his farewpll vifit to Oree, accompanied by Captain Furneaux and 
Mr. Forfter. They took with them, for a prefent, fuch things as were not only 
valuable, but ufeful. He alfo left with him the infeription plate he had before in 
keeping, and another fmall copper-plate, on which were engraved thefe words: 
“ Anchored here. His Britannic Majefly’s Ihips Refolution and Adventure, September 
1773 together with fome medals, all put up in a bag ; of which the chief promifed 
to take care, and to producetto the firll fliip or fhips that fliould arrive at the iiland. 
He then gave a hog j and after trading for fix or eight more, and loading the boat 
with fruit, they took leave, when the good old chief embraced the Captain with tears 
in his eyes. When they returned to the fliips, they found them crowded round with 
canoes full of hogs, fowls,* and fruit, as at their firll arrival. Oree came on board and 
llaid till they were a full half league out at fea ; then took a moll affeflionate leave, 
and went away in a canoe, conducted by one man and himfelf, all the others having 
gone long before. 

During their fliort ftay at the fmall but fertile ifle of Huaheine, they procured to 
both fliips not lefs than three hundred hogs, befides fowls and fruits ; and had they 
ftaid longer, might have got many more ; for none of thefe articles of refrelhment 
were feemingly diminiflicd, but appeared every where in as great abundance as 

... . . • . 

Before they quitted this iiland. Captain Furneaux agreed to receive on board his 

fliip a young man named Oniai, a native of Ulietea, where he had had fome proparly, 
of which he had been difpoflblTed by the people of Bolabola. Captain Cook won- 
dered that Captain Furneaux would encumber himfelf with this man, who in his 
opinion was not a proper farftple of the inhabitants of thefe happy iflands, not having 
any advantage of birth or acquired rank, nor being eminent in lhape, figure, or com- 
plexion; for their people of the firll rank are much fairer, and ufually better behaved,^ 
and more intelligent, than the middling clafs of people, among whom Omai is to be 
ranked. . The Captain,^owever, fince his arrival in England, has been convinced of 
his error ; for excepting his complexion, (which is undoubtedly of a deeper hue than 
that qf the earees, or gentry;, who, as In other countries, live a more luxurious life, 
and are lefs expofed to the heat of the fun,) he doubts whethar any other of the 
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t^lives would' have given him more general fatisfaftion by his behaviour sftnong th^, 

Omai has certainly a very good underllanding, quick parts, and honed principles $ 
he is of good natural behaviour, which rendered him acceptable to the bed company, 
and a proper degree of pride, which taught him to avoid the. fod||t of perfons of 
inferior rank. He has paflions of tlfe fame kind as other young me^l>ut has judg- 
ment enough not to indulge them in any improper degree. I do not imagine that he 
has any diflike to liquor, and if he had fallen into company where the perfon who 
drank the mod met with the mod approbation, I have no doubt, but that he would 
have endeavoured to gain the applaufe of thofe with whom he affociated ; but, fortu- 
nately for him, he perceived that drinking was very little in ufe but among inferior 
people, and as he was very watchful into the manners and conduft of the perfons of 
rank who honoured him with their proteftion, he was fobcr and modcd, and I never 
heard that, during the whole time of his day in England, which was two years, he 
ever once was difguifed with wine, or ever diewed an inclination to go beyond the 
drifted rules of moderation. 

Soon after his arrival in London, the Earl of Sandwich, 'the fird lord of the 
Admiralty, introduced him to His Majedy at Kew, wiien he met with a mod gracious 
reception, and imbibed the dronged impreffion of duty and gratitude to that great and 
amiable Prince, which I am perfuaded he will prcferve to the lated moment of his 
life. During his day among us, he was careffcd by many of the principal nobility, 
and did nothing to forfeit the eftecm of any one of them ; but his principal patrons 
were the Earl of Sandwich, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander ; the former probably 
thought it a duty of his office to protcft and countenance an inhabitant of that hofpi- 
table country, where the wants and didreffes of thofe in his department had been alle- 
viated and fupplied in the mod ample manner; the others, as a tedimony of their 
gratitude for the generous reception they had met with during their refidence in his 
country. It is to be obferved, that though Omai lived in the midd of amufements 
during his refidence in England, his return to his native country was always in his 
thoughts, and though he was not impatient to go, he exprefled a fatisfaftion as the 
time of his return approached. He embarked with me in the Refolution, when Ihe 
was fitted out for another voyage, loaded with prefents from his feveral friends, and 
full of gratitude for the kind reception and treatment he had experienced among 
us.*’ 

The chief was no fooner gone, than they made fail for Ulietea, where they intended 
to dop a few days. The next morning, September 8th, after making a few trips, 
they gained the harbour, and in the afternoon came to anchor ; the natives crowded 
round in their canoes, witl^ogs and fruit. The latter they exchanged for nails 
and beads ; the former they refined as yet, having already as many on board as they 
could manage. Several they were, however, obliged to take ; as many of the prin* 
cipal people brought off little pigs, pepper, or eavoa-root, and the young plantain trees, 
and handed them into the Ihip. In this manner did thefe good people welcome them 
to their country. 

,Next morning they paid a formal vifit to Oreo, the chief of this part of the ille, 
^carrying with them the neceffary prefents. He was feated in his own houfe, which 
dqod near the water-fide, where he and his friends received them with great cordiality. 
He'-expreffed much fatisfaftion at feeing Captain Cook ag^, and defired that th^ 
m|gh(! exchange names, which he accordingly agreed to : this is the ftrongeft iqark of 
frieftidlhip'>they can Ihew to a ftranger. He inquired aifcr Tupia, and sUI the gentle- 
BKetii by-name, who were with him when he firft vilited the idand* After they had 
I made 
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nu^e the chief and^^his friends the neceflary prefents, they went on bostrd with a hog 
and fome fruit) received frotft him in return; and in the aftemoon he gave them 
another hog, ftill larger, without afking for the leaft acknowledgm^t. 

After break^. on the loth. Captain Fumeaux and Captain Cook paid the chief a 
vifit ; and they^re entertaifled by him with fuerf a comedy, or dramatic heava, as is 

{ generally a^ed in thefe ifles. The muHc confined of three drums ; the aClors were 
even men, and one woman, the chief’s daughter. The only entertaining part of the 
drama, was a theft committed by a man and his accomplice, in fuch a mailerly manner, 
as fufficiently difplayed the genius of the people in this vice. — The theft is mfcovered 
before the thief has time to carry off his prize; then a fcuffle enfues with thofe fet 
to guard it, who, though four to two, are beat off the ftage, and the thief and his 
accomplice bear away their plunder in triumph. Captain Cook fays, “ I was very 
attentive to the whole of this part, being in full expeftation that it would have ended 
very differently. For I had before been informed that Teto (that is, the thief,) was to 
be a£ted, and had underffood that the thief was to be puniihed with death, or a good 
tiparrahying (or beating), a puniihment, we are told, they infli£l on fuch as are guilty 
of this crime. Be this as it may, ftrangers are certainly excluded from the protedion 
of this law ; them they rob with impunity, on every occafion that offers.” 

After dinner, on the i ith. Captain Cook had a vifit from Oo-oorou, the principtd 
chief of the ifle. He was introduced by Oreo, and had brought with him as a prefenc 
a large hog, for which he had a handfome reurn. Oreo employed himfelf in buying 
hogs, and he made good bargains. 

On the 1 6th, Captain Cook was told that his Otaheitan young man, Poreo, had 
taken a refolution to leave him, and was aftually gone ; having met with a young woman, 
for whom he had contrafled a friendlliip, he went away with her, and he faw him no 
more. 

Having now got on board a large fupply of refrcfhments, the captain determined to 
put to fea the next morning, and made the fame known to the chief, who proinifed to 
fee him again before he departed. At four o’clock they began to unmoor, and as 
foon as it was light, Oreo, his fon, and fomc of his friends, came on board. Many canoes 
alfo came off with fruit and hogs ; the latter they even begged of them to t*dte from 
them, calling out Tiyo boa atoi. — “ I am your friend, take my hog, and give me an 
axe.” But the decks were already fo full of them, that they could hardly move ; 
having on board both (hips between three and four hundred. By the increafe of their 
Hock, together with what they had faltcd and confumed, it appeared that they got at 
this iffand four hundred, or upwards. Many indeed were only roafters ; others again 
weighed one hundred pounds, or upwards ; but the general run was from forty to 
fixty. It is not eafy to fay how many they might fiave got, could they have found 
room for all that were offered them. 

The chief and his friends did not leave them till they were under fail ; and belbpe 
he wait away, preffed them much to know if, they would not return, and wli!^?«-f 
Queftions which were daily put by many of thefe iilanders. The Otaheift^ youth’s 
leaving Captain Cook proved of no confequence, as many young men ©C this ifloid 
voluntarily offer^ to come away with them : he thought proper to take oia board one, 
who was about feventeen or eighteen years of age, named Oedidee, a native of BoH'. 
bola, and a near relation of the great Opoony, chief of that illand. « ' 

Boon after their arrivam Otaheite, they were informed that a fliip, about the llaseof 
the' Hefolution; had been in at Owhairurua harbour, near the fi)uth<eaft end ofehe iffand^, 
whirire flie remained about three weeks ; and had been gone about tbr^ mon^s. 
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told alio that lour of the natives were ffone away in her, ttamee were He- 
liidedea— iPaobdou-^Tanadooee—^and Op^iab. — At this time, they conjeAured tliie 
was a French (hip, but on their arrival at the Cape of Good Hope, they learned that 
fte was a Spaniard, which had beei^ fent out from America. The QtaJidteans oortt- 
plained of a difeafe communicated ta them by the peopid m this ihip, which they fidd 
affed^d the head, throat, and ftomach, and at length killed them. They feemed to 
dread it much, and were continually enquiring if they had it.— This ihip they^'diftin* 
gui&ed by the name of Pabai no Pep-pe^ (fliip of Peppe) and called the difeafe Apa no 
Pep^pe, juft as they call the venereal difeafe Apa no Pretane, (Englilh difeafe), though 
they, to a man, fay it was brought to the ifle by M. de Bougainville ; but they thought 
M. de Bougainville came from Pretane^ as well as every other Ihip which has touched at 
the file. ' 

The iiland of Otaheite, which in the year 1767 and 1768, as it were, fwarmed with 
ho^apd fowls, was now fo ill fupplied with thefe animals, that hardly any thing could 
idduce the owners to part with them. 

The people here feem to be as happy as any under heaven ; and well they may, for they 
poflefe not only the neceflarics; but many of the luxuries of life in the greateft profufion. 

As Captain Cook had fome reafon to believe, that amongft their religious cuftoms, 
human facrifices were fometimes confidered as ncceffary, he went one day to a Marai 
in Matavia, in company with Captain Furneaux ; having with them, as they had upon 
all other occalions, one of their own men who fpoke their language tolerably well, and 
i^eral of the natives, one of whom appeared to bi; an intelligent I'enfible man. In the 
Miuai was a Tupapow, on which lay a dead corpfe and fome viands. He began with 
afkihg queftions relating to the feveral objeds before him ; if the plantains, &c. were 
fqr.the Eatua ? If they facrificed to the Eatua, hogs, dogs, fowls, &c. To all of which 
hetmTwered in the affirmative. 

• The man of whom he made thefe enquiries, as well as fome others, took fome pains 
to' explain this cuftom to them ; but they were not inafters enough of their language to 
tuidvrftand them. He has fince learnt from Omai, that they offer human facrifices to 
the Supreme Being. — According to his account, what men ffiall be fo facrificed, de- 
p^Fids on the caprice of the high prieft, who, when they are affembled on any folemn 
oflcafton, retires alone into the houfe of God, and ftays there fome time. When he 
com^ out, he informs them that he has feen and converfed with their great God, (the 
high prieft alone having that privilege,) and that he has afked for a human facrifice, and 
tells them that he has defired fuch a perfon, naming a man prefent, whom moft probably 
the pneft has an antipathy againft. He is immediately killed, and fo falls a viditn to 
the pneft’s refentment, who, no doubt (if neceffary) has addrefs enough to perfuade thd 
pCc^le that he was a bad man. 

, Great injuftice has been done to the women of Otaheite and the Society Iflesi' by 
thiOfe; W^ have reprefented them, without exception, as ready to grant the laft ifiivoUr 
to »ny man who will come up to their price. But this is by no means the cafe j the 
favoun of ihiarried women, and alfo the unmarried of the better fort, are as difficult to 
^ obteineii! here as in any other country whatever. Neither can the charge be under- 
ft«?d mdiferiminately of the unmarried of the lower clafs, for many of thefe edmit of 
‘MTUdh familiarides. That there are proftitutes here as well as in other countries, is 
perhaps more in proportion, and fuch were thofp who came oil board the 
frequented the poft the people had on fliore. By fering. fhefe mix indiferi- 
thofeof a different turn, even of the firft rittik; otte 
are all difpofed the feme wav, and that the only difi^reobe 
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Bck the tmth is^ liie woman who becomes a proftitute, does not feenu^in their 
to have committed, a crime of fo deep a dye as to exclude her from tim ^isem an^lo^^ 
of the community in general. On the whole, a ilranger who vihts En^l^nd, 
with eq^uai jiiftke, draw the charaders of the women there, from thofe which be m%ht 
meet with on board the fhips in one of the nava| ports, or in the purlieus of 
Garden and Drury-Lane. It muft, however, te allowed that they are cmnpletely 
verfed in the art of coquetry, and that very few of them hx any bounds to their conym’" 
&tion. It is, therefore, no wonder that they have obtained the charader of libertines. 

After leaving Ulietea on the 17th of September 1773, they fleered ^‘*:tbe 
weft, and at two o’clock P. M. on the ift of Odober, they faw the ifland of Middle* 
burg, bearing well-fouth-weft. As they approached the fhore, two canoes, each con* 
duded by two or three men, came boldly along-lide, and fome of them entered the 
fhip without hefitation. This mark of confidence gave Captain Cook a good opinion 
of thefe iflanders, and determined him to vifit them if poftible. They found good an- 
chorage, and came to in twenty-five fathoms water. They had fcarcely got lo an 
anchor, before they were furrounded by a great number of canoes full of people, who 
had brought with them cloth and other curiofities, which they exchanged for naiJs, &c. 
Among them was one, whom, by the authority hefeemed to have over the others, was, 
found to be a chief ; and accordingly the captain made him a prefent of a hatchet, fpiks* 
nails, and feveral other articles, with which he was highly pleafed. Thus he obtain^ 
the friendfliip of this chief, whofc name was Tioony. 

Soon after, a party of them embarked in two boats, in company with Tioony, 
conduded them to a little creek formed by the rocks, right abrcaft of the fhips, wba^ 
landing was extremely eafy, and the boats fecure againft the furf. Here they found an- 
immenfe crowd of people, who welcomed them on Ihore with loud acclamations, 
one of jhem had fo much as a ftick, or any other weapon in his hand ; an indubitibie 
fign of their pacific intcntiojis. They thronged fo thick round the boats with cloth, mat-^ 
ting, &c. to exchange fur nails, that it was fome time before they could get room to 
land. They feemcd to be more defirous to give than receive ; for many who could notget* 
near the boats, threw into them, over the others heads, whole bales of cloth, and tlwa- 
retired, without either aiking or waiting to get any thing in return. The chief conduded 
us to his houfe, about three hundred yards from the fea, at the head of a fine lawh,.. 
and under the ihade of fome ftiaddock trees. The fituation was moft delightful. IW' 
front was the fea, and the Ihipe at anchor ; behind, and on each fide, were plantatioss*- 
in which were fome of the richeft produdlions of nature. The floor was laid with mats^. 
on which they were placed, and the people feated themfelves in a circle round them<oa< 
the outfide. Having the bagpipes with them. Captain Cook ordered them to be played ; 
and, in return, the chief directed three young women to fing a fong, which they di^ 
a very good grace ; and having made each of them a prefent, this immediately fet ^ die 
women in the circle a finging. Their fongs were mufical and harmonioob^ v'^ua:; 
fitting here fome time, they were conducted ipto one of the adjoining plaatad<At^'a||iiK9Fe 
the chief had another houfe, into which they were introduced, eoeea* 

nuts were fet before them to eat, and a bowl of liquor prepared in their of the 

juice of eava for them to drink. But Captain Cook was the only one tafted It } 

th^knanner of brewing it having quenched the thirft of every one 
however, foon emptied of its contents, of which both men and paitoo^v w 

. Before they had well viewed the plantation it was noon, and board 

to dinner, with die chief in their company. He fat at table but Oat nodiii^ } which, as 
tte^.had £refli pork roafted, was a little extraordinary. NearfiiAie of houfetk4|3^ 

2 ia 
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ia the lanes that divided the plantations, were running about fome hogs and very 
which were the only domeftic animals they faw ; and tbefe they md not feem 
part with, which determined them to leave this place. 

"iBe evening brought every one on board, highly delighted with the coimtry, and the 
very obliging behaviour of the inhal»6n|ts, Who feemed to ‘vie with each other in doing 
what they thought would give pl6afure. After making the chief a prefent, confifting 
of various articles, and an afiTortment of garden-feeds. Captain Cook gave him to under- 
ftand that they were going away, at which he feemed not at all moved. While he was 
in theihip, or in the boat, he continued to change fiih-hooks for nails, and engroffed the 
trade in a manner wholly to hirofelf j but when on fliorc, he did not offer ti> make the 
Icaft exdiange. 

Aa foot! as the captain was on board, they made fail down to Amfterdam. Three 
beloingmg to Middleburg, who, by fome means or other, had been left on board 
the Adventure, now quitted her, and fwam to the fliore ; not knowing that they 
inti^dled tp ftop at this ille, and having no inclination, as may be fuppofed, to go away 

As Gjon as they opened the weft ftde of the ifle, they were met by Icveral canoes, each 
conduffed by three or four men. They came boldly alongfidc, prefented them with 
fopio Hava root, and then came on board, witliout farther ceremony, inviting them by 
all the friendly ligns they could make to go to their ifland, and pointing to the place 
whm^ they fhould anchor ; at leaft they fo undcrfttiod them. After a few boards they 
anchored m Van Dicttieh’s Road, little more than a cable’s length from the breakers 
whidh line the coaft. 

After breakfaft Captain Cook landed, accompanied by Captain Furneaux, Mr. Forfter, 
andi^eral of the officers; having along with them a chief, or perlon of lomc note, 
whofe'hame was Attago, who had attached himlclf to the captain from the firft momeni 
of his Coming on board, which was before they anchored. 

As foon as they were landed, all the gentlemen fei out into the country, accompa- 
nied by fome of the natives. But the moft of them remain* d witli Captain Furneaux 
andCktptain Cook, who amufed themfelve*s fome time in diftributmg prefents umongfl 
the natives. 

Aftei^^W&Iking a little w'ay into the country they returned to the landing-place, and 
there fnund Mr. Wales in a laughable though diftrefled fituation. The boats which 
brought diem on fhore not being able to get near the landing-place, for want of a fuf- 
ficient depth of water, he pulled of his fhoes and ftockings to walk tlirough ; and as foon 
as he got on dry land, he put them down between his legs to put on again, but they 
were inftantly fnatched away by a perfon behind him, w'ho immediately mixed with the 
crowd.' It was impoffible for him to follow the man bare-footed over the lharp corsd 
rocks which compofe the fhore, without having his feet cut to pieces. The boat was 
put bade to the fhip, his companions had each made his way through the crowd, and he 
left ip: this condition alone. The chief foon found out the thief, and recovered his fhoes 
Bn<| ftoduugs. The old chief probably thinking they might want water on board, he 
Colib^ied mem to a plantation hard l^, and il^po^ed them a pool of frefh water, though 
made the leaft enquiry after any. 

hence they were conduced down to the fhore of Maria Bay, or north-eaftllde 
ofi|py^$ Inhere, tn a boat-houfe, was ihewn a fine large double canoe not yet launched. 
fot fail to make them fenfible it belonged to himfeif. 

his party fpent the day in the country botaniftng, and feveral of the 
All of them were very civilly treated by the natives. A 

boat 
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boat from each fhip was employed trading on fliore, and bringing off their cargoes as 
foon as they were laden, which was generally in a ftort time. By this method they 
got cheaper, and with lefs trouble, a good quantity of fruit, as well as other refrefh* 
racnts, from people who had no canoes to carry them off to the (hips. 

Pretty early in the morning,* the 5th of Oftober,fthe pinnace was lent alhore to trade 
as ufual ; but foon returned. The officer informed the captain that the natives were 
for taking every thing out of the boat, and, in other refpeffs, were very troublefome. 
The day before, they dole the grappling at the time the boat was riding by it, and 
carried it off undifeovered. It was now judged neceffary to have a guard on (hoj^i 
to protcdl the boats and people whofc bufinefs required their being there ; accord- 
ingly, tljey feiit a few of the marines, under the command of Lieutenant 
Kdgecumhe. 

'I'hc dilFerent trading parties were fo fuccefsful as to procure for both (hips a tolerable 
good fupply of rcfreJhments ; in confequence of which, Captain Cook, the next 
morning, gave every one leave to purcliafe what curiofities they pleafed. After this, 
it was adonifhiiig to fee with what eagenicfs every one caught at every thing he faw. 
It even went fo far as to become the ridicule of the natives, who offered pieces of (licks 
and Hones to exchange. One waggifli boy took a piece of human excrement on the 
end of a Hick, aiul held it out to evc-ry one he met with. 

A man got into the inafter’s cabin, through the outfide fcuttle, and took out fome 
books and other things, lie was difeovered juft as he was getting out into his canoe, 
and purfued by one oi' the boats, which obliged him to quit thettanoo and take to the 
water. The people in the boat matio feveral attempts to lay hold on him ; but he as 
often dived under the boat, and at laft unihipped the rudder, which rendered her 
ungovernable ; by tins means he got clear off". Some other very daring thefts 
were committed at the landiiig-j)!ace. One fellow took a feaman’s jacket out of 
the boat, and carried it oil, in I'pite of all that the people in her could do. Till 
he was purfii.d and fired at by them, he would not part with it; nor would he 
have dune it then, had nc ; Ins landing been intercepted by fome of the crew who 
were on Ihore. 1 tie rcil of the natives, wlio were very numerous, took very 
little notice of the v.iiole tranfaclion ; nor were they the lealt alarmed when the man 
was fired at. 

Attago vifitcd Captain Cook again the next morning, the ytli, and brouglit with him 
a hog, and afiiiied him in purchafing fefreral more. This day the captain was told by 
the officers who were on ftiore, that a far greater man than any they had yet feen was 
come to pay them a vilir. Mr. Pickorfgill informed them that he had feen him in the 
country, and found that he was a man of fome confequence, by the extraordinary 
refpedi; paid to him by the people. Some, when they approached him, fell on thdbr 
faces, and put their head bctw'een their feet; and no one durft pafs him without 
permiffiou. Mr. Pickerfgill, and another of the gentlemen, took hold of his arms, 
and conducted him down to the hmding-place, where the captain found him feated 
with fo much fallen a^d ftupid gravity, that notwithftanding what had been told him, 
he really took him for an ideot, whom people, from fome fuperftiti^o§ notions 
were ready to worlhip. Me falutcd and fpoke to him ; but he neither anfwered, nor 
took the lealt notice of him or any one ; nor did he alter a fipgle feature in his coun- 
tenance. This confirmed him in his opinion, and he was juft going to leave him, 
when one of the natives undertook to undeceive him ; which he did in fuch a manner 
as left no room to doubt that he was the king, or principal man on the illand. Ac- 
cordingly he made him a prefenr, which confifted of a (hirt, an axe, a piece of red 

cloth. 
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cloth, a looking-glafs, fome nails, medals, and beads. He received thcfe things, or 
rather fiifFered them to be put upon him, and laid by him, without lofing a bit of his 
gravity, fpeaking one word, or turning his head either to the right or left ; fitting the 
whole time like a ftatue ; in which fituation he left him, to return on board, and he 
foon after retired. The captain h^d not been long on board before word was brought 
that a quantity of provifions had come from this chief. A boat was fent to bring it 
from the Ihore ; and it confifted of about twenty bafkets of roafled bananoes, lour 
.bread and yams, and a roafled pig of about twenty pounds W'cight. Mr. Edgecumbe 
and his party wa^re juil re-imbarking when thefe were brought to the water-fide, and 
the bearers faid it was a prefent from the Areeke, that is, the king of the ifland, to the 
Areeke of the ffiip. After this they were no longer to doubt the dignity of this fulleii 
•chief, W'hofe name was Kohagcc-too-Fallangou. 

The captain went on fliorc, and made this great man a fuitable return, and imme- 
diately prepared for quitting the place. In heaving in the coafting cable, it parted 
in the middle of its length, being chafed by the rocks. By this accident they loll the 
other half, together with the anclior, which lay in forty fathoms water, without any 
•buoy to it. The bed bower cable fuflercJ aUo by the rocks; by which a judgment 
may be formed of this anchoragt*. At ten o'clock they got under fail. The fupplies 
they got at this iflc were about one hundred and fifty pigs, twice that number of fowls, 
as many bananoes and cocoa-nuts as they could find room for, with a few yams ; and 
had their day been longer, they, no doubt, might have got a great deal more. 

Thefe iflands were fird difeovered by Captain lafrnan in January 1642-3 ; and, by 
him called Amdcrdam and Middleburg. But the former is called by the natives 
Ton-ga-ta-bu, the latter Ea-oo-wee. 

The produce and cultivation of Middleburgh and Amderdam arc the fame ; with 
this did'erence, that a part only of the former, whereas the whole of the latter, is 
cultivated. The lanes or roads ncceffary for travelling are laid out in fo judicious a 
manner as to open a free and eafy communication from one part of the illand to 
the other. Here are no towns or villages, mod of the Itoufes are built in the plant- 
ations, with no other order than what convenience requires ; they arc neatly con- 
ftrudled, but do not exceed thofc in the other illcs. The materials of which they arc 
built arc the lame; and fornc little variation in the difpofition of the framing is all the 
difference in their condrucHon. The floor is a little railed, and covered with thick 
ftrong mats ; the fame fort of matting ferves to indole them on the windward fide, 
the other being open. They have little areas before the mod of them, which are 
generally planted round with trees, or ffirubs of ornament, whofe fragrancy perfumes 
the very air in which they breathe*. Their houfeholJ furniture coiifids of a few 
wooden platters, cocoa-nui-fliells, and feme wooden pillows lhaped like four-footed 
dools or forms. Their common duihing, with the addition of a mat, ferves them for 
bedding. 

They faw no other domcdic animals, amongd them but hogs and fowls. The former 
arc of the fame fort as at the other illcs in this fea ; but the latter are far fuperior, 
being as large as any we liavc in Europe, and their flefh equally good, if not better. 
They faw no rats in thefe ifles, nor any other wild quadrupeds except fmall lizards. 
The land birds are pigeons, turtle-doves, parrots, paroquets, owls, bald couts with a 
blue plumage, a variety of linall birds, and large bats in abundance. The produce of 
the fea they knew but little of : it is reafonable to fuppofe that the fame forts of fifii 
are found here as at the other ifles. Their filhing inllruments are the fame ; that is, 
hooks made of mothcr-of-pearl, gigs with two, tliree, or more prongs, and nets made 
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of a very fine thread, with the nicihcs wrought exactly like thofe of Europe. But 
nothing can be a more denionftrative evidence of their ingenuity than the conftrudlion 
and make of their canoes, which, in point of neatnefs and workmanfliip, exceed every 
thing of the kind they faw in this fca. They arc built of feveral pieces, fewed together 
with bandage, in fo neat a mhnner, tliat on the ohtfidc it is diflicult to fee the joints. 
All the fallenings arc on the infide, and pafs through kants or ridges, which are wrought 
on the edges and ends of the feveral boards which compofe the vcliel, for that purpofe. 
At each end is a kind of deck one third part of the whtilo length, and open in the 
middle. In fome, the middle of the deck is decorated with a row of white lliells, ftuck 
on little p(?gs wrought (/at of the fame piece which compofes it. Thefe fingle canoes 
have all out-riggers, and are I'ometinies navigated with fails, but more generally with 
paddles, the blades of which are Ihort, and broadell in the middle. 'I’lie two vcffels 
which compofe the double canoe arc each about fixly or feventy leet long, and four or 
five broad in the middle ; and each end terminate s nearly in a point ; fo that the body 
or hull difl’ers a little in con 11 ru cl ion from the fingie canoe, but is put together exactly 
in the lame manner ; thefe having a rifing in the middle round the open part, in the 
form of a long trough, which is made ol Is-ards cloiely fitted together, and well fe- 
cured to the body of the vclfcl, 1 wo fuch velTcls arc laltened together parallel to each 
other, about fix lect afunder, by llrong crofs beams, fecured by bandages, to fupport 
the upper part of the filings above metitioned. Over thefe beams and others, which 
arc fupported by ftantions fixed on the bodies of the canoes, is laid a boarded platform. 
All the parts which cornjiofe the double canoe, are made as flrong and light as the 
nature of the work will admit, and may be immerged in water to the very platform, 
without being in danger of filling. Nor is it pofiible, under any circumllancc whatever, 
for them to fink, fo long as they hold together. Thus they are not only made vcllels 
of hurdt'n, but lit lor dillant navigation. 'I'hey arc rigged with one malt, which fteps 
upon the platform, and can calily be raifed or taken down ; and are failed with a 
lattecn fail, or triangular one, extended by a long yard, which is a little bent or 
crooked. 

'i'he fail is made of mats ; the rope they made ufe of is laid exactly like thofe of 
Europe, and fome of it is four or live-inch. On the platform is built a little Ihed or 
hut, which Icrecns the crew trom the fun and weather, and ferve's tor other purpofes. 
They allb carry a moveable lire-hearth, which is a fquarc but lliallow trough of wood, 
filled with Itones. The way into the hold of the canoe is from oil' the phnform, down 
a fort of uncovH’red hatchway, in which they /land to bail out the water. Thefe vefl'uls 
are navigated either end foremoll, and that, in changing tacks, they have only occafion 
to fhift or jib round the fail j but of this Captain Cook fays he was not certain, he 
had not then I'een any under fail, or with the mall and fail an end, but what were a 
confiderable dillance from him. 

Their working tools are made of flone, bones, fhells, &:c. as at the other iflands. 
When they viewed the work which is perfornjed with thefe tools, they were flruck 
with admiration at the ingenuity and patience of the workman. 1 heir knowledge of 
the utility of iron was no more than lufficient to teach them to prefer nails to beads, 
and fuch trilles ; fome, but a very few, would exchange a pig for a large nail, or a 
hatchet. Old jibkets, Ihirts, cloth, and even rags, were in inpre efteem titan the bell 
edge-tool they could give them ; confequently they got but few axes but w hat wen* 
prefents. The nails which were given by the officers and crews of both Hiips for 
curiofities, he. with thole given for refrelhmeuts, amount to no lefs than five hundred 
voi. XI. 4 u vviight. 
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could be no ftrangers to the affair which happened off Cape Kidnapper in the former 
voyage, experience had taught them to have fome regard to thefe inffruinents of death. 

They now ftretched to the fouthward ; prefentiy after violent weather came on, and 
for two days they were beating up againft a hard gale. When they arrived juft in fight 
of port, they had the mortification t6 be driven off from* the land by a furious ftorm. 
Two favourable circumftances attended it, which gave them fome confolation ; it was 
fair over-head, and they were not apprehenfive of a lee-lhore. 

They continued to combat tempeftuous weather till the 30th, when they loft fight of 
the Adventure. In the afternoon the gale abated. Captain Cook now regretted the 
lofs of her ; for had fhe been with him, he fhould have given up all thoughts of going 
to Oueen Charlotte’s Sound to wood and water, and have fought for a place to get 
thefe articles farther fouth, as the wind was now favourable for ranging along the coaft. 
But their reparation made it ncccffary for him to repair to the Sound, that being the 
place of rendezvous. 

As they approached the land they faw fmoke in feveral places along the ftiore ; a 
fure fign that the coaft was inhabited. They continued to ftand to the eaftvvard all 
night, in hopes of meeting with the Adventure in the morning, the 3 1 ft of Odlobor. 

Seeing nothing of her then, they wore and brought-to under the fore fail and mizen- 
flay-fail, the wind having incrcafed to a perfod ftorm. At fix o’clock in the evening 
the wind quite ceafed ; but this only proved a momentary ropofe ; for, prefentiy after, 
it began to blow with redoubled fury, and obliged them to lie to under the mizen- 
ftay-iail, in which fituation they continued till midnight, when the ftorm leflened; and 
two hours after it fell calm. 

On the I ft of November, at four o’clock in the morning, the calm was fucceeded 
by a breeze from the fouth. Soon after it increafed to a frefli gale, attended with 
hazy rainy weather, which gave them hopes that the north-weft winds were done ; 
for it mult be obferved, they were not wanting in taking immediate advantage of this 
favourable wind, by fetting all their fails, and fteering for Cape Campbell, which at 
noon bore north, diftant three or four leagues. At two o’vlock they paffed the Cape, 
and entered the Strait with a brifk gale a-ftern, and fo likely to continue, that they 
thought of nothing lefs than reaching their port the next morning. Once more they 
were deceived j at fix o’clock, being off Cloudy Bay, the favourable wind was fuc- 
ceeded by one from the north, which foon after veered to north-weft, and incrcafed to 
a frefti gale. Next morning they ftretched over for the fliorc of l'’.ahcinomawe. At 
fup-rife the horizon being e.xlraordinary clear to leeward, they looked well out for the 
Adventure ; but as they faw notlting of her, judged fbc had got into the Sound. As 
they approached the above-mentioned fliore, they difeovered on the call fide of Cape 
Teerawhitte, a new inlet they had never obferved before, into which they entered and 
call anchor. 

Soon after they had anchored, feveral of the natives came off in their canoes ; two 
from one Ihore, and one from the other It required but little addrefs to get three or 
four of them on board. Thefe people were extravagantly fond of nails above every 
other thing. 'J’o one tnan the captain gave two cocks and two hens, w'hich he received 
with lb much indift'erence, as gave little hopes he would take proper care of them. 

They had not been at anchor here above two hours, before the wind veered to 
north-eaft, with which they weighed, and fleered to the Sound, where they arrived juft 
at dark, with moft of their fails fplit, and anchored in eight fathoms water. 

^ -The next morning, the 3d of November, the gale abated, and was fucceeded by 
few hours calm ; aicer that a breeze fprung up at north-weft, with which they weighed 
and raa up into Ship Cove, where they did not find the Adventure, as was expedled. 

q The 
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The firft thing they did, after mooring the fliip, was to unbend all the fails ; there 
not being one but what wanted repair. In the aUernoon they gave orders for all the 
empty water-cafks to be landed, in order to be repaired, cleaned and filled ; tents to 
be fet up for the fail-makers, coopers, and others, whofe bufinefs made it neceflary 
for them to be on fhore. The next day they began to caulk the £hip*s fides and decks^ 
to overhaul her rigging, repair the fails, cut wood for fuel, and fet up the fmith’s 
forge to repair the iron -work ; all of which were abfolutely neceflary. 

On the 5th, (the moft part of their bread being in calks), they ordered fome to be 
opened, when, to their mortification, they found a good deal of it damaged. To 
repair this lofs in the beft manner they could, all the calks were opened, the bread was 
picked, and the copper oven fet up, to bake fuch parcels of it, as, by that means, 
could be recovered. Some time this morning the natives Hole, out of one of the 
tents, a bag of clothes belonging to one of the feamen. As foon as the captain was 
informed of it, he went to them in an adjoining cove, demanded the clothes again, anJ- 
aftcr fome time fpent in friendly application, recovered them. 

With thefe people they faw the youngeft of the two fows Captain Furneaux had put 
on fliore in tVannibal Cove, when they were laft here ; it was lame of one of its hind 
legs, otherwife in good cafe, and very tame. If they underftood thefe people right, 
the boar and other fow were alfo taken away and feparated, but not killed. I’hey were 
likewife told, that the two goats they had put on Ihore up the Sound, had been killed 
by that old rafeal Goubiah. Thus all their endeavours to ftock this country with ufeful 
animals were likely to be fruflrated, by the very people they meant to ferve. The 
gardens had fared fomewhat better. Every thing in them, except the potatoes, they 
had left entirely to Nature, who had afted her part fo well, that they found molt 
articles in a llourilhing Hate ; a proof that the winter mull have been mild. The potatoes 
had moft of them been dug up ; fome, however, ftill remained, and were growing, 
though, it is probable, they will never be got out of the ground. 

Next morning the captain went over to the cove, where the natives refided, to haul 
the feine ; and took with him a boar and a young fow, two cocks and two hens, they 
had brought from the ifles. Thefe he gave to the natives, being perfuaded they would 
take proper care of them, by their keeping Captain Furncaux’s fow near five months. 
When they were purchafing fifti of thefe people they ftiewed a great inclination to pick 
pockets, and to take away the fifh with one hand, which they had juft fold or bartered 
with the other. This evil one of the chiefs undertook to remove, and with fury in 
his eyes made a fliew of keeping the people at a proper diftance. 1 iic captain fajs, 
“ I applauded hiscondu^I, but at the fame time kept fo good a look-out, as to deteft 
him in picking my pocket of a handkerchief, which I fuffered him to put in his 
bofom before I feemed to know any thing of the matter, and then told him (vhat I 
had loft. He feemed quite ignorant and innocent, till I took it from him ; and then 
he put it off with a laugh, adling his part with fo much addrefs, that it was hardly 
pofiible for me to be angry with him j fo that we remained good friends, and he 
accompanied me on hoard to dinner.” About that time, they were vifited by feveral 
ftrangers in four or five canoes, who brought with them filh and other articles, which 
they exchanged for cloih, kc. "I'hefe new-comers took up their o'^rters in a Cove 
near the tents ; but very early the next morning moved off with fix\ ill water-calks, 
and with them all the people they found here on their arrivaf.. This\ recipitate retreat 
of thefe laft, they fuppofed, was owing to the theft the others had committed. They 
left behind them fome of their dogs, and the boar that had been given them the 
day before, which the captain now took back again, as he had not another. The calk* 

were 
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vert the leall lofs felt by thefe people leaving them j while they remained they were 
generally well fupplied with filh, at a fmall expence. 

In unpacking the bread, four thoufand two hundred and ninety-two pounds they 
found totally unfit to eat, and about three thoufand pounds more could only be eaten 
by people in their fituation. 

The 1 5th being a pleafant morning, a party went over to the Eaft Bay, and climbed 
one of the hills which overlooked the caftern part of the llrait, in order to look for the 
Adventure. They had a fatiguing walk to little purpofe ; for when they came to the 
fummit, they found the eaftern horizon fo foggy that they could not fee above tw'o miles. 
Mr. Forfter, who was one of the party, profited by this excurfion, in collei^Ung fome 
new plants. They now began to defp;ur of feeing the Adventure any more, and was 
totally at a lofs to conceive what was beome of her. 

From this day to the 2 2d nothing remarkable happened, and they were occupied in 
getting every thing in readinefs to put to fea, being rcfolved to wait no longer than the 
ailigned time for the Adventure. 

Very early in the morning they were vifited by a number of the natives, in four or 
five canoes, very few of whom they had fecn before. I’hey brought with them various 
articles (curiofitics) which they oxchatiged for Oialieitean cloth, &c. At (irll the 
exchanges were very much in thefailors’ favour, till an old man, who was no flranger, 
came and alTifted his countrymen with his advice ; wdiich, in a inoraent, turned the 
trade above a thoufand per cent, againfi them. 

After thefe people w'ere gone, the captain took four hogs, (that is, three fow'S and 
one boar) tW'o cocks and two hens, which he landed in tlie bottom (<t the Well Bay, 
carrying them a little way into the woods, where he Iclt them as much food at; w'ould 
ferve them ten or twelve days. '1‘his was done with a view dI kt-oping them in the 
woods, left they fltould comedown to the ihorc in fearch ol lood, and be difcoveivd by 
the natives. 

Having now put the fhip in a condition for fca, and to encounter the fouthern lati- 
tudes, the tents were ftruck and every thing got on board. . 

The boatfwain, with a party of men, being in ilie woods cutting broom, fome of them 
found a private hut of the nati\ft-'s,in wiiich was depufin d moft ol the trealure they had 
received from them, as well as feme otiier articles (ft ihcir own. It is very probaltle 
fome were fet to watch this hut ; as, loon alley it was diicovered, tin y came, and took 
all away. But miffing fome things, tlicy told fume (ft the lailors they had ftolen them; 
and, in the evening, came and made their (amiplaint to t^aptain C-ook, pitching upon 
one of the party as the perfon who had committed the their. Having ordered this man 
to be punilhed before them, they went away fceiningly fatisfied, although they did not 
recover any of the things they had loft, nor could by any means find out what had 
become of them ; though nothing was more ceriain that) tliat lometliing had been ftokn 
by fome of the party, if not by the very luraii the natives pitched upon. It was ever a 
maxim with the captain to punilh the lealt crimes any ol his people committed againft 
thefe uncivilized nations. 'I'heir robbing them with impunity is, by no means, a luffi- 
eient reafon why the Europeans lliould treat thefe uninformed people in the fame 
manner. 

Calm light airs from the north, all day, on the 23d, hindered them from putting to 
fea, as intended. In the a'fternoon, fome of the officers went on Ihore to amufe them- 
felves among the natives, where they faw the head and bowels of a youth, who had lately 
been killed, lying on the beach ; and the heart ftuck on a forked flick, which was fixed 
to the head of one of the largcft canoes. One of the gentlemen bought the head and 
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Hrought It on board, where a piece of the flefti was broiled and eaten by one of the na« 
tives, before all the officers and mofl; of the men. Captain Cook w^s on fliore at this 
time, but loon after returning on board, was informed of the above circumftance ; and 
found the quarter-deck crowded with the natives, and the mangled head, or rather part 
of it, (for the under jaw and'lip were wanting) lying on the tafferal. The Ikull had 
been broken on the left fide, jull above the temples ; and the remains of the face had 
all the appearance of a youth under twenty. 

I'he light of the head, and the relation of the above circumftances, ftruck him with 
horror, and filled his mind with indignation againft thefe cannibals. Curiofity, how- 
ever got the better of his indignation, efpecially when he confidered that it would avail 
but little; and being defirous of becoming an eye-wirnefs of a fact which many doubted, 
he ordered a piece of the flelh to be broiled and brought to the quarter-deck, where one 
of thefe cannibals eat it with lurprifing avidity. This had fo great an effect on fonie of 
the failors as to make them lick. This youth had been killed in a Ikirmilh between 
two parlies. 

That the New Zealanders arc cannibals, can now no longer be doubted. The ac- 
count given of tliis in Ca|)tain Cook’s former voyage being partly founded on circum- 
llauccs, was, as he afterwards nnderitood, dil'eredited by many perfons. Few confider 
what a lavage man is in his natural flate, and even after he is in fome degree civilized. 

On the 25th, they wciglied, with a linall breeze, out of the cove. The morning be- 
fore they failed. Captain Cook wrote a memorandum, fetting forth the time he arrived, 
the day he failed, the route he intended to take, and fuch other information as he thought 
iicceflary f»r Captain Furneaux', in cafe he Ihould put into the Sound ; and buried 
it in a bottle under the root of a tree in the garden, which is at the bottom of the cove, 
in fuch a manner as mull be found by him or any European who might put into 
the cove. 

At day-light in the morning on the cbih. they made fail round Cape Pallifer, firing 
guns as ufual, as they ran along the fhoro. In this manner they proceeded till they were 
liiree or lour leagues to th? north-eafl of the Cape. 

Every one being unaniinoully of opinion that the Adventure could neither be ftrandSd 
on the coaft, nor be in any of the harbours thereof, thev gave up looking for her, and 
all thoughts of feeing her any more during tlie voyage, as no rendezvous was abfolutely 
fixed uptin after leaving New /.eaiand. 

On quitting the coalt, and conlequently all hopes of their being joined by their con- 
fort, not a man was dejeded, or thought the dangers they had yet to go through, wejjg in 
the lead incroafed by being alone. 

On lh(' 14th of IX'cember they fell in with fcvcral large iflands of ice, and, about 
noon, with a quantity of loofe ice through which they failed. Grey albatrofle^, blue 
peterels, pintadoes, and tulmcrs, wtTe feen. As they advanced to the fouth-eaft-by- 
eafl, with a frelh gale at well, they found the number of ice-illands increafe faft, alfo a 
confiderable quantity of loofe ice. They tacked, llretched to the north,. and foon got 
clear of it, but not before they had received leveral hard knocks from the larger pieces, 
which, with all their care, they could not avoid. After clearing one danger they ftill 
had another to encounter; the weather remained foggy, and many large iflands lliy in 
their way ; fo that they had to luff for om , and bear up for another. One they were 
very near falling aboard of ; and if it had happeneil, >his circumilance would never have 
been related, 'i'heledifliculiies determined them to get more to the north. 

On the 17th they took fome ice out of the fea into their boats, for the ufe of the (hip, 
but it proved to be none of the bell, being chiefly compofed of frozen fnow ; on which 
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accoi^nt Ii was porus, and imbibed a good deal of fait water : but this drained off, after 
lying aivhile on the deck, and the water then yielded was frelh. They continued to 
ftretch to the eaft, with a cold northerly wind, attended with a thick fog, fnow, and 
fleet, that decorated all their rigging with icicles. 

On the 2 1 ft, they very fuddenlygot in amongfl; a duller of very large ice iflands, 
and a vaft quantity of loofe pieces ; and as the fog was exceedingly thick, it was with 
the utmoft dilliculty they wore clear of them. 

On the 23d, the wind being pretty moderate, and the fea fmooth, they brought*to, at 
the outer edge of the ice, hoilted out two boats, and fent to take fome up. The fnow 
froze to the rigging as it fell, making the ropes like wires, and the fails like boards or 
plates of metal. 

. While they were taking up ice, they got two of the antardic pcterels. They are 
about the fize of a large pigeon ; the feathers of the head, back, and part of the upper 
fide of the wings, are of a light brown ; the belly and under fide of the "ings white; 
the tail feathers arc alfo white, but tipped with brown. 'I’hefe birds are fuller of fea- 
thers than any they had hitherto feen ; fuch care lias nature taken to clothe them, 
fuirable to the climate in which they live. 'I’hey alfo favv a very large leal, which kept 
playing about for fome time. One of their people who had been at Greenland, called it 
a fca-horfe ; but every one elfe who faw it, took it for what it really was. 

In the morning of the 26th, the whole fea w'as in a manner covered with ice, 200 
large iflands and upwards being feen within the compafs of four or five miles. 

On the 30th, fcvcral whales where feen playing about the fhip, but very few birds ; 
iflands of ice in plenty. 

On the 30th of January, 1774, at four o’clock in the morning, they perceived the 
clouds, over the horizon to the fouth, to be of an unufual fnow-white brightnefs, which 
they knew denounced their approach to field-ice. Soon after, it w'as feen from the 
top-mall-head ; and at eight o’clock, they were clofe to its edge. 

It extended eaft and weft, far beyond the reach of their fight. In the fituation they 
were in, juft the fouthern half of the horizon was illuminated by the rays of light re- 
flecled from the ice, to a confiderable height. Ninety-feven ice-hills were diftintlly fcca 
within the field, befide thofe on the outfide ; many of them very large, and looking like 
sl ridge of mountains, rifing one above another till they were loft in the clouds. The 
outer or northern edge of this immenfc field was compofed of loofe or broken ice clofe 
packed together, fo that it was not poflible for any thing to enter it. I’his was Jibout 
a mile broad ; within which was folid ice in one continued compaQ body. It was 
rafner low and flat (except the hills), but feemed to increafe in height to the fouth ; in 
which diredlion it extended beyiAd their fight. Such mountains of ice as thefe, were, 
Captaki (’ook believes, never feen in the Greenland feas ; at leaft, not that he ever heard 
or read of ; fo that he cannot draw a comparifon between the ice here and there. 

The captain fays, “I will not fay it was impoflible any where to get farther to the 
fouth ; but the attempting it would have been a dangerous and rafli enterprize, and 
what, I believe no man in my fituation w6uld have thought of. I, who had ambition 
not only to go farther than any one had been before, but as far as it was poffible for man 
to go, was not forry at meeting with this interruption ; as it in fome meafure relieved 
us; at leaft, fhortened the dangers andhardfhips infeparable from the navigation of the 
fouthern polar regions. Since therefore we could not proceed one inch farther to the 
fouth, no other reafon need beafligned for my tacking and ftanding back to the north.” 

The captain now came to a refolution to proceed to the north, and to fpend the enfu- 
ing winter within the tropic, if he met with no employment before he came there, as 
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he was now well fatisfied no continent was to be found in this ocean, but what muft lit* 
fo far to the fouth as to be totally inacceilible on account of ice ; and that if one ihouKl 
be found in the Southern Atlantic Ocean, it would be necelTary to have the whole 
fummer before them to explore if. 

They now fteered north, inclining to the call, and in the evening they were over- 
taken by a furious ftorm at weft-fouth-weft attended with fnow and ileet. It came to 
fuddenly upon them, that before they could take in their fails, two old top-fails, which 
they had bent to the yards, were blown to pieces, and the other fails much damaged. 

On the 2oth of February, as they advanced to the north, they felt a inoft fenliblc 
change in the weather. They fleered wcll-fouth-weH:, which they thought the moll 
probable dirodion to find land. 

On ihc 25lh, Captain Cook was taken ill of the bilious cholic, which W'as fo vkalent 
as to confine Iiiin to his bed ; fo liiat tl.e management of the (hip was left 'to 
Mr. Cooper, the firR oRicor, who condudad her inucli to his latishidion. It vv.o 
fevcral days before the moll dangerous fymptoins of his diforder were removed ; during 
which time Mr. Patten, the lurgeon, was to him not only fkilful phyfician, but an 
affedionatc nurfe. When ho began to recover, a favourite dog belonging to Mr. 
ForRor fell a facrificc to ft’s tender Rotnaeli. 'They had no t^tiier irelh meat whatever 
on board ; and the captain could cat of this llelh, as well as broth made of it, when 
he could taRe nothing clfe- Thus he received nourilluiient and Rrength from food 
which would have made muR people in Kurope fiek ; fo true it is, that necelfity is 
governed by no law. 

At eight o’clock in (he morning, on the i ah of March, land was feen from the 
maft-head, bearing w'eR, about tw'elve leagues diitani. 'I'hey now’^ tacked and endea- 
voui*ed to get into what appeared to be a bay, on the w'eil fide of the point, or fouth- 
eaft fide of the illand ; but before this could be accomplilhed, night came upon them, 
and they Rood on and oR', under the land, till the next morning. I his is called 
EaRcr liland, or Davis’s I,;md. 

When getting round the point, and coming before a fandy beach, they found found- 
ings thirty and forty fathoms, fandy ground, and about one mile from the fiiore. 
Here a canoe, conducli’d by two men, came oil’. They brought with them a bunch 
of phintaiiis, which they lent into the Riip by a rope, and then they returned afhore. 
'Phis gave the captain a good opinion of thel’e ilkinders, and infpired them with hopes 
of getting fome rcfrelhmcnts, of wliich tliey w'cre in great want. ^ 

'1 hey continued to range along the coatl, till they opened the northern point of tTie 
ifle. While the Riip was plying in, a native came on board. The lirR thing he did 
was to mcafure the length of the fliip, by fathoming her from the taflarel to the'llem j 
and as he counted the fathoms, they obferved that he called the numbers by the 
fame names that they do atOtaheitej neverthelefs his language was nearly unin- 
telligible to all of them. 

Having anchored too near the edge of the bank, a frefh breeze from the land, 
about three o’clock the next morning, drove them oR' it; on which the captain went 
afliore, aecompanii'd by fome of the gentlemen, to fee wliat the ifland was likely to 
afford, 'i'hey landed at a fandy beach, where fome hundreds of the natives were 
afl'embled, and who were fo impatient to fee them, that many of them iwam off to 
meet the boats. Not one of them had fo much as a flick or weapon of any fort in his 
hand. After diflributing a few trinkets amongft them, they made ligns for Ibmething 
to eat ; on which they brought down a few potatoes, plantains, and fugar-canes, and 
exchanged them for nail.s, looking-glafles, and pieces of cloth. 
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They prefently difcovered that they were as expert thieves, and as tricking in their 
exchanges, as any people they had yet met with. It was with fome difficulty they 
could keep the hats on their heads ; but hardly poffible to keep any thmg in their 
pockets, not even what themfelves had fold ; for they would watch every oppor- 
tunity to fnatch it from them, fo that they foraetimes bought the fame thing two or 
three times over, and after all did not get it. 

Before they failed from England, Captain Cook was informed that a Spanilh fhip 
had vifited this ifle in 1769. Some figns of it were feen among the natives ; one man 
had a pretty good broad-brimmed European hat on ; another had a jacket ; and ano- 
ther a red filk handkerchief. 

. Near the place where they landed were fome tall ftatues, which fhall be deferibed 
hereafter. The country appeared quite barren, and without wood *, there were never- 
thelefs feveral plantations of potatoes, plaintains, and fugar-canes ; they alfo faw fome 
fowls, and found a well of brackilh water. The Ihip was brought to an anchor in 
thirty-two fathoms water, about a mile from the neared (hore. 

The captain was obliged to content himfelf with remaining at the landing-place 
among the natives, as he was not yet quite recovered. They had a pretty brilk trade 
with them for potatoes, which they oblerved they dug out #1 an adjoining plantation ; 
but this traffic, which was very advantageous to them, was foon put a dop to, by the 
owner (as they fuppofed) of the plantation coming down and driving all the people 
out of it. By this they concluded, that he had been robbed of his property, and that 
they’were not lefs fcrupulous of dealing from one another than from them, on whom 
they praftifed every little fraud they could think on, and generally with fuccefs ; for 
they had no fooner detected them in one, than they found out another, A party who 
had been fent out in the morning to view the country, now returned. They had not 
proceeded far, before a middle-aged man, punctured from head to foot, and his face 
painted with a fort of white pigment, appeared with a fpear in his hand, and walked 
alongfide of them, making figns to his countrymen to keep at a didance, and not to 
moled them. When he had pretty well effeded this, he hoided a piece of white 
cloth on his fpear, placed himfelf in the front, and led the way, with this enfign of 
peace. For the greated part of the didance acrofs, the ground had but a barren 
appearance. 

On the ead fide, near the fea, they met with three platforms of done-work, or 
rather the ruins of them. — On each had dood four of thofe large datues, but they 
were all fallen down from two of them, and alfo one from the third ; all except one 
were broken by the fall, or in fome meafure defaced. Mr. Wales meafured this one 
and Iisund it to be fifteen feet in length, and fix feet broad over the dioulders. Each 
datue had on its head a large cylindric done of a red colour, wrought perfeftly round. 
The one they meafured, which was not by far the larged, was fifty-two inches high, 
and fixty-fix in diameter. In fome the upper corner of the cylinder was taken off in 
a fort of concave quarter round j but in others the cylinder was entire. 

Beyond this they came to the mod fertile part of the ifland they faw, it being inter- 
fperfed with plantations of potatoes, fugar-canes, and plantain-trees, and thefe not fo 
much incumbered with dones as thofe they had feen before ; but they could find no 
water except what the natives twice or thrice brought them, which, though brackiih 
and dinking, was rendered acceptable by the extremity of their third. They alfo 
paffed fome huts, the owners of which met them with roaded potatoes and fugar-canes, 
and placing themfelves a-head of the party (for they marched in a line in order to 
have the benelfo of the path), gave one to each man as he paffed by. But at the very 
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time fome were relieving the thirfty and hungry, there were others who endeavoured 
to fteal from them the very things which had been given them. At laft, to prevent 
worfe confequences, they were obliged to fire a load of fmall Ihot at one w^ho was fo 
audacious as to fnatch the bag which contained .every thing they carried with them. 
The fhot hit him on the back, on which he dropped the bag, ran a little way and then 
fell } but he afterwards got up and walked, and what became of him they knew not, 
nor whether he was much wounded. This affair occafioned fome delay, and drew the 
natives together : they prefently faw the man who had hitherto led the way, and one 
or two more, coming running towards them j but inffead of ftopping when they came 
up, they continued to run round them, repeating in a kind manner a few words, until 
they fct forwards again. Then their old guide hoifted his flag, leading the way as 
before, and none ever attempted to fteal from them the whole day afterwards. 

Towards the eaftem end of the ifland they met with a well whofe water was per- 
fectly frelh, being confiderably above the level of the fea ; but it was dirty, owing to 
the filthinefs or clcanlinefs (call it which you will) of the natives, who never go to 
drink without wafliing themfelves all over as foon as they have done j and if ever fo 
many of them are together, the firft leaps right into the middle of the hole, drinks, 
and wafhes himfelf without the leaft ceremony ; after which another takes his place 
and does the fame. # , 

They obferved that this fide of the ifland was full of thofe gigantic ftatues before 
mentioned ; fome placed in groupes on platforms of mafonry ; others Angle, fixed 
only in the earth, and that not deep ; and thefe latter are, in general, much larger 
than the others. Having meafured one which had fallen down, they found it very 
near tweniy-feven feet long, and upwards of eight feet over the breaft or (houlders; 
and yet this appeared confiderably fliort of the fize of one they faw ftanding : its 
fliade, a little paft two o’clock, being fufficient to flielter all the party, confifting of near 
thirty perfons, from the rays of the fun. Mr. Wales, from whom Captain Cook had 
this information, is of opinion that there had been a quarry here, whence thefe ftones 
had formerly been dug ; and that it would have been no difficult matter to roll them 
down the hill after they were formed. 

They faw not an animal of any fort, and but very few birds ; nor indeed any thing 
which can induce fliips that are not in the utmoft dillrefs to touch at this ifland. 

The Captain determined to leave the ifland the next morning, fince nothing was 
to be obtained that could make it worth his while to ftay longer. They had a calm till 
ten o’clock in the morning of the 1 6th, when a breeze fprung up at weft, accompamM 
with heavy Ihowers of rain, which lafted about an hour. The weather then clearing 
up, on the 16th of March, they got under fail, and ftood to fea. 

The produce of this ifland is fweet potatoes, yams, tara or eddy root, plantains, and 
fugar-canes, all pretty good, the potatoes efpecially, which are the beft of the kind 
they ever tafted. Gourds they have alfo, but fo very few, that a cocoa-nut Ihell was 
the moft valuable thing they could give thert. They have a few tame fowls, fuch as 
cocks and hens, fmall but well tafted. They have alfo rats, which, it feems, they eat ; 
for they faw a man with fome dead ones in his hand ; and he feemed unwilling to part 
with them, giving them to underftand they were for food. The coaft feemed not to 
abound with filh ; at leaft they could eaten none with hookT and line, and it was but 
very little they faw amongft the natives. 

The inhabitants of this ifland do not feem to exceed fix or feven hundred fouls, 
and above two-thirds of thofe they faw were males. They either have but few females 
among them, or elfe many were reftrained from making meir appearance. 
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In general, the people of this ifle are a flender race. They did not fee a man that 
Vfould meafure fix feet ; fo far arc they from being giants, as one of the authors of 
Rnggewein’s voyage afferts. They are brilk and aftive, have good features, and not 
difagreeable countenances, are friendly and hofpitablc to ftrangers, but as much 
addiSed to pilfering as any of their neighbours. 

The women’s clothing is a piece or two of quilted cloth about fix feet by four, or 
a mat. One piece wrapped round their loins, another over their Ihoulders, make a 
complete drefs. But the men, for the mod part, are in a manner naked, wearing 
nothing but a flip of cloth betwixt their legs, each end of which is fafteiied to a cord 
or belt they wear round the waift. The Otaheitean cloth, or indeed any fort, was 
much valued by them. 

• As harmlefs and friendly as thefe people feem to be, they are not without offenfive 
weapons, fuch as fliort wooden clubs and fpears. 

Their houfes are low miferable huts, conftrucled by fetting, fticks upright in the 
ground, at fix or eight feet diftance, then bending them towanls each other, and tying 
them together at the top, forming thereby a kind of Gothic arch. The longed dicks 
are placed in the middle, and fhorter ones each w'ay, and at lefs didance afunder j 
by which means the building is highed and broaded in the middle, and lower and nar- 
rower towards each end. To thefe are tied others hori^piitally, and the whole is 
thatched over with leaves of fugar-cane. The door-wa*y is in the middle of one fide, 
formed like a porch, and fo low and narrow, as jud to admit n man to enter upon all 
fours# 

The gigantic datues are not, in Captain Cook’s opinion, looked upon as idols by the 
prefent inhabitants, whatever they might have been in tlie tlays of the Dutch ; at lead, 
he faw nothing that could induce him to think fo. On the contrary, he rather fup- 
pofes that they are burying- places for certain tribes or families. 

The workmanfliip is rude, but not bad ; nor are the features of the face ill formed, 
the nofe and chin in particular ; hut the ears are long beyond proportion ; and as to 
the bodies, there is hardly any tiling like a human figure iib'out them. 

The working-tools of thefe people are but very mean, and like lliofe of all tlie other 
iflanders they bad vifited in this ocean, made of done, bone, /hells, ike. 

After leaving Eader Ifland, they fteered north- wed-by-north and north-norlh-w'ed, 
with a fine caderly gale. 

Having now a deady fettled trade-wind, and plcafant weather, the forge was ordered 
to4e fet up, to repair and make various necefl'ary articles in the iron way ; and the 
caulkers had already been fometime at work, caulking the decks, weather- works, &c. 

Oi>.^the yth of April they faw an ifle, which, as it was a new difeovery, they named 
Hood’s Ifland, after the young gentleman who fird faw it ; the fecond was that of 
St. Pedro ; the third, La Dominica ; and the fourth, Sr. Chri/Una. Tliey ranged the 
fouth-ead coad of La Dominica, without feeing the lead figns of anchorage. Some 
canoes put off from thefe places, and followed them down the coad. 

At length having come before the port they were in fearch of, they anchored in 
thirty-four fathoms water, and a fine fandy bottom. This was no fooner done, than 
about thirty or forty of the natives came off in ten or twelve canoes ; but it required 
feme addrefs to get them clongfide. At lad, a hatchet and feme fpike-nails induced 
the people in one canoe to come under the quarter-gallery ; after which all the others 
put ulongfide, and having exchanged feme bread-fruit and filh for fmall nails, &c. 
retired on Ihore, the fun being already feu , .They obferved a heap of dones on the 
bow of each canoe, and every man to ^ fling tied round his hand. ^ 
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Very early next morning, tlie natives vifiied them again in much greater numbers 
than before ; bringing with them bread-fruit, plantains, and one pig, all of which 
they exchanged for nails, &c. But in this traffic they would frequently keep their 
goods and make no return, .till at laft the captain was obliged to fire a mufquet-ball 
over one man who had feveral times ferved them ,m this manner ; after which they 
dealt more fairly and foon after feveral of them came on board. As the captam was 
going in a boat to look for a more convenient place to moor the fhip in, he obferved 
too many of the natives on board, and faid to the ofllccrs, “ You muft look well after 
thefe pt'ople, or they will certainly carry off fomething or other.” lie had hardly 
got into the boat, before he was told they had ftolen one of the iron flaunchions fram 
the c»ppof)te gangway, and were making off with it He ordered them to firt* over the 
canoe till he could get round in the boat, but not to kill any one. But, the natives 
made loo much noii'e f r him to be heard, and the unhappy thief was killed at the 
third fliot. Two others in the fame canoe leaped overboard, bu! got in again juft as 
he came to them. The ftaunchion they had thrown overboard. One of them, a 
man grown, fat bailing the blood and water out of the canoe, in a kind of hyfteric 
laugh. I'he inher, a youth ahcnit fourteen or iilteen years of age, looked on the 
deceafed with a ferious and dejefted countenance, d'hey had afterwards rcafon to 
believe he was his fon. 

At this unhappy accident all the natives retired with precipitation, d'he captain 
followed them into th(' b;»y, and pre vailed upon the people in one canoe to come along- 
fide tlie boat, and reci'ive fomc nails and other things which he gave them. C)ne 
would have thought that the natives, by this time, would have been fo fenfiblc of the 
effeit of fire arms, as not to have proveaked them to fire upon them any more ; but 
the cvi'iit proved oiherwifo. For the lioat had no fooner left the kedge anchor, than 
two men in the (Mtinc put ofl' from the fliore, took hold of the buoy-rope, and 
attempted 10 drae; it aflicnv, liille confidering what was laft to it. Left, after difeover- 
ing their tniftake, they ihoidd take away the buoy, the captain ordered a mufquct to 
be fired at them. 'J'lie ball fell ihorf, and they took not the leaft notice of it; but 
a I'econd having pnilVd over them, they let go the buoy, and made for the fliore. 
'I'his was the lafl Ihoi they had oceafion to fire at any of them, while they lay at this 
place. It probably had more elleci; than killing the man, by flicwing them that they 
were no; l;de at any difianee ; nev(>nhelefs, tlicy would very often be orjrcifing their 
tah'nt of thieving, wliich they thought proper to put up with, as their Hay was ngt 
likely tc' be long ainongft them. 

On the loth, early in the morning, foine people from more diftant parts came in 
canoes alonglide, and fold them fome jiigs ; I'o that they had now fuflicient to giv^ the 
crew a Irefli meal. 'I'iiey were, in geneial, fo final!, that forty or fifty were hardly 
fuflicient for this purpofe. Alter dinner, the captain went on liiore and collefted 
eighteen pii;s. 

Nc.xt morning he w-. nt down to the fame place where he had been the preceding 
evening; biU inllead oi getting pigs, as he expeded, found the feene quite changed. The 
nails, and other tilings, they were mad after but the evening before, they now defpifed ; 
and inftead of them wanted they did not know what ; fo that he was obliged to return 
with three or four little pigs, which coft more than a dozen di’d the day before. The 
reason wasi feveral of the young gentlemen having landed the preceding day, had given 
away in exchange various articles which the people had not feen before, and which took 
with them more than nails, or more ufetuf iron tools. But what fyiined their market 
the moft was one of them giving for a pig a very large quantity w red feathers he 

a ^had 
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St AnjftariJaro. bemg thus ftopped, the captain prepared tp leave this 

«ll4l«idlifrirt^ be eiFe^ually relieved; lor a^ev'|p;tdl^ been 
' sredcs at }idi|^ all the time <m 0ilt diet, they ,cout 4 |pO^ 

Mhment«j| yet |li«y iv»d fiot one Tick man on board, owing to and. 

|ie articiea mey badj^ Oiid^co tl;te gr«tt attention of the furgeon, who IldPfmuurk. 
«&! to app^ ihM io liiM*. ) 

the ifth,e|til«eepVock in dm afternoon* they weighed. They Ind now 
. » < i vadable, yrith (bowers of rain. 

jtlft left, were difcovered by Mendana, S %atuard, 
gehwal name they now bear. They are five m num- 
]S|LFedrOi) La Dominica* Santa Chrillina* and Hood's ifland* 
H'l Ia Jdhnsalldea t$ the largefi. It hath an npeoHal breadth* 
liigdM mudMiSfc. It fe full of rugged tlfing in 
p ifite fea} tnefe ridges are disjoined by deep vail^i are 
}, aa ore the fides of fome of the hills; the afpea is l^ever 

of thefe iflands^ colle£HveIy, are without exception the fineft race 
,yor fine (h^e and regular features, they perhaps fuipafs all 
hdefs, the affinity of their language to that (poke in Otaheite 
;,X(les* fltew that they are of the fame nation. Oedidee could converfe 
i,bly weQ^ and it was «ni^ to fee that their language was nearly the lame, 
is the iSpne as at Onmeite* and made of the fame materials * but 
ftichlfteiity; nor M it fo good. The men, for the moft pa«, have 
dirir nmednt^ etexqpe the marra, as it is called at Otabrite ; which 
pnflfdl round the wsdft and betwixt the legs. This fimple drels is 
the tdioune* and anfwers every purpofe modefiy requires. Ihe drefs 
A pil^ of doth, wrapped round the loins like a petticoat* which 
V the middle d* the leg, and a loofe mantle over their Ihoulders. 

thefe people are, by no means, fo cleanly as the Otaheitans. 
dirty in their cookery. Pork and fowls are drelTed in an oven of 
hritn; but fruits and roots they road on the fire, and after taking 
jjjittt them into a platter or trough with water, out of which both 
^jiNhpi^dame time. The captain fays, he faw them make a batter of 
ntedwh water* in a velTel that was loaded with dirt, and out of 
boen but that moment eating, without giving it the lead wadiing* 
hands* which were equally dirty ; and when he exprefled dillike* 

ily quadrupeds they faw ; and cocks and hens the only tame fowls. 

, ds feemed to abound with fmall birds of a very bueutiful plumage* 

; liitt the fear of alarming the natives, hindered thehl from fliooting fo 
as ttiMN otherwife have *5600 done. 

eadenp'ldn^^hey deered fouth>wed, fouth>wed.by>wed, and wed-by- 
17th* at ^ morning, when land was feen bearing wed* 

l<m upon a neari^lmproach* they found to be a dring of low ifleta* con* 
a reef of coniy|ock8. 

along the coa^ the natives appeared in feveral places* armed with 
clulw* and fome were got n^ether on one l^e of the creek. Thn 
well armed afiiore ibnder the command of Ueutwaant CSqpPWr* 
finne interootnlh them* and to give Mr. Fipilim; 
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tooity of coUedmc fomothing m his way* "Hiey faw them land wthont the I(^ 
c^pcmlfiali* Somelittle time after, obferving fb% or fifty nattrm* all armed, comic^ 
towards the boats, they ftood clofe in Ihore, in order to be ready to fuppoat tHfetr 
people in cafe of an attack. But nothing of this kind happened j and foon a^tef fhe 
boats returned aboard, when Mr. Cooper informed the captain that, cm bis laiMPigy 
only a few of the natives met him on the beach, but there were many in the fidtta^of 
the woods, with fpears in their hands. I’he prefents he made them were received wfth 
'”great coolnefs, which plainly (hewed they were unwelcome vifitors. They brought 
aboard five dogs, which feemed to be in plenty there. They faw no fruit but 
cocoa-nuts, of which they got, by exchange, two dozen. One of the faibrs 
got a dog for a fingle plantain, which led them to conjel^ore they had none of this 
his fruit. 

This ifland, which is called by the inhabitants Tiokea, was difcova'ed and vifited by 
Commodore Byron. It has fomething of an oval Ihape^ and is about ten kagiies in 
» circuit. 

On the i8th, at day-break, after having fpent the night making fiiort boards, they 
wore down to another ifle they had in fight to the weftward, which they reached by 
eight o’clock, and ranged the fouth-eall fide at one mile from (hore. Tbefe muft 
be the lame idands to which Commodore Byron gave the name trf George’s 
Iflands. 


It cannot be determined with any degree of certainty whether this groupe of illes be 
any of thofe difeovered by the Dutch navigators or no; this part of the ocean 
is fo ftrewed with thefe low iHes, that a navigator canned proce^ with too much 
caution. 

They made the high land of Otaheite on the 2 1 ft of April, and at eight o’clock the 
next morning anchored in Matavia Bay in feven fathoms water. This was no foewer 
known to the natives than many of them pjud them a vifit, and ezprefiTed not a little joy 
at feeing them again. 

On the 24th, Otoo the King, and fcveral other chiefs, with a train of attendants, paid 
them a vifit, and brought them as prefents ten or a dozen large hogs, befides fruits, 
which made them exceedingly welcome. The captsun was advertued of the King’s 
coming, and looked upon it as a good omen. Knowing how much it was his intereft 
to make this man his friend, he met him at the tents, and conduced him and bis 
friends on board, where they (laid dinner, after which they were difmiifed v{ith 
fuitabic prefents, and highly pleafed with the reception they had met with. 

They now found thei'e people were building a great number of large canoes and 
houfes of every kind ; people living in fpacious habitations, who had not a pladb.to 
fhelter themfelves in eight months before ; feveral large hogs about every houie ; ishd 
every other fign of a rifing ftate. j 

Judging from thefe fiivourable drcumftanccs that they (hould not mend theifilipllies 
by removing to another Hland, the captain refolved to make a longer (lay, and btfm 
with the repairs of the Ihip and ftores, &c. , 

In the morning of the 26th, the captain went down to Oparree, uccompanied 
by fome of the officers and gentlemen, to pay Otoo a vifit. As they drew near 
they obferved a number of large canoes in motion ; but were furprified, whm they 
arrived, to fee upwards of three hundred ranged in order, for Ibrae £ftance, alpQg 
the fiiore, all completely equipped and manned, befides a vaft number of armed men 
upon the (bore. So unexpeded an armament colle&ed together hi their neighbour* 
hood, in the fpace dT one n^ht, gave rife to varbus ecmje^htttts* 

The 
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The veflels of war confifted of i6o large double canoes, very well equipped, manned, 
and armed. The chiefs, and all thole on the fighting ftages, were drefled in their 
war-habits; that is, in a vaft quantity of cloth, turbans, breaft-plates, and helmets. 
Some of the latter were of fuch a length as greatly to encumber the wearer. Indeed, 
their whole drefs feenied to be ill calculated for the day of battle, and to be defigned 
more for flievv than ufe. Be this as it may, it certainly added grandeur to the pi'ofpecf, 
as they were fo coniplaifant as to flievv theuifclvcs to the bell advantage. The veflels 
were decorated with flags, ftreamers, fK;c. fo that the whole made a grand and noble’* 
appearance, fuch as tliey had nevc;r ftn-n before in this fea, ami what no one would have 
expefted. Tlieir inftruraents of war were clubs, fj>ears, and ftones. 'I’he veflels were 
ranged clofe along-fide of each other with their heads afliore, and th(;ir Hern to the fea ; 
the admiral’s vcflll being nearly in the centre. Befides the veflels of war, there were 
an hundred and feventy fliil of Imal'er diiuble canoes, all with a little houie nptm them, 
and rigged with a mart and fail, which the war canoes had not. Thei’e were detigned 
for traniports, vicluallers, fee. for in the w;u* ettnoes was no l()rt of provifions whatever. 
In thefe three hundred and thirty veflels there were no lefs than feveii thoufaiiJ feven 

j < 

hundred and fixty men. 

'I'lipiti informed them, when they were firfl liere, that the whole ifl.tnd raifed only 
between fix and feven thoul'and men; but lliey now faw two iliftrids only raife that 
number ; fo that he iimft have ttiken his account from I’ome old cilabliflimeiit ; elfe 
he only meant latatous, that is warriors, or men trained from their ijifancy to 
arms, and did not include the rowers, and ihofe necellary to navigate the other 
vefTels. 

While they were viewing this fleet, Tee came and whifpered them in the car , that 
Otoo was gone to Matavia, advifing them to return thither. They accordingly pro- 
ceeded for the fliip. 

'i'h cy had not been long gone from Ojiaree, before the wdiole fleet was in motion to 
the wellward, whence it came. When tlfy got to Matavia, they wore told that this 
fleet was pain of tlie armament intended to go againfl f'.imca, vvhofe chief had thrown 
oiFl^e yoke of Otaheite, and alTumed an indepemlency. 'Flicy were likew ife informed that 
Otoo neither w as nor had been at IMatavia ; fo that they were flill at a lofs to know why 
he fled from Oparee. 'I’his occafioned another trip thither in tJie afternoon, where 
they found liiin, and nervv imderllood that the' rcal'on of his not feeing thmu in the 
morning, was that fome of his people having flolen a quantity of their clothes, which 
weVe on fliore wafhing, he was ai'raitl the* captain fhould demand reflitution. He 
repeatedly afked him if he was not tingry ; and wIk'ii ho aii'ured liiin that lie was not, 
iuul'that they might keep w hat they bad got, he was fatisfied. 

In the morning of the eyth ol .Vt'ril, the captain received a jirefent from Tow'ha, 
conlifting of two large* hogs atvd I um iruit, font by two of his i'ervants, wlio had 
orders not to receive any thing in ivturn ; nor would they when offered them. Soon 
after, he went d'jwn to Oparree in his ‘brar, where having found both this chief and 
the King, after a Ihort flay, he brought them both on board to dinner, together with 
Tarevatoo, the King’s younger brother, and Tee. As foon as they drew near the fln’p, 
liie admiral, who bad never I’een one; bt'forc, began to exprefs much furprize at fo new 
a fight. Me was condu6fedall over the fhip, every part of which he viewed with great 
altt'iUion. On ti;is occalion Otoo was the principal fhcw-inan ; for, by this time, he 
was well acquainted with the difl'erent parts of the fhip. After dinner 'I'owha put a hog 
on board, and rekHed, without tin* captain’s knowing any tiling of the matter, or 
having made iuai \ny return either for this, or the prefeiit he had in the morning. 

Soon 
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:Soon after the King and his attendants went awiy alfo. Both thel'e chiefs, when on 
board, foUcited him to affift them againft Tiarabo|, but to their folicitations he gave no 
encouragemait. 

On the 28th, one of the natives attempting to ftpl a water-calk from the watering- 
place, he was caught in the att, fent on board, and put in irons ; in which fituation 
Otoo and the other chiefs faw him. Having made known his crime to them, Otoo 
begged he might be let at liberty. This the captain refufed, telling him, that fince ha 
«punilhed his peoplci^ when they committed the lead offence againfl the natives, it was 
but juft this man fhould be puniflied alfo ; and as he knew he would not do it, he was 
refolved to do it hiinfclf. Accordingly, he ordered the man to be carried on fhore to 
the tents, and having followed, with Otoo, Towha, and others, he ordered the guard 
out, under arms, and the man to be tied up to a poft. Otoo, bis fifter, and fome others 
begged hard for him ; Towha laid not one word, but was very attentive to every thing 
going forward. I'he captain expoftulated with Otoo on the conduft of this man, and of 
his people in general ; telling him, that neither he, nor any of his people, took any thing 
from them, without lirft paying for it; enumerating the articles they gave in exchange 
for fuch and fuch things, and urging that it was wrong in them to Ileal from thofe who 
were their friends. He moreover told him, that the punifliing this man would be the 
means of faviiig the lives of others of his people, by deterring them from committing 
crimes of this nature. With thefe and other arguments, which he pretty well under- 
flood, he feemed fatisfied, and only defired the man might not be matterou (or killed)- 
The captain then ordered the crowd, which was very great, to be kept at a proper 
diftanco, and'in the prefenco of them all, ordered the fellow two dozen of lafhes with a 
cat-o’-iiinc-tails, which he bore with great firmnefs, and was then fet at liberty. 
After this the natives were going away ; but Towha ftepped forth, called them back, 
and harangued them for near half an hour. His fpeech confifted of fhort fentences, 
which were not well underftood ; but from what they could gather, he recapitulated 
part of what he had laid to Otoo, named feveral advantages they had received from 
the captain, contemned their jjrefcut conduft, and recommended a different one for the 
future, 'i’he gracefulnels of his aftion, and the attention with which he was heard, 
befpoke him a great orator. 

Otoo faid not one word. As foon as Towha had ended his fpeech, the captain 
ordered the marines to go through their excrcife, and to load and fire in vollies with 
ball : and as they were very quick in their manoeuvres, it is eaficr to conceive than to 
deferibe the amazement the natives were under the whole time, efpecially thofe who" 
had not feen any thing of the kind before. 

This being over, the chiefs took leave and retired with all their attendants, fcarcniy 
more pleai'ed than frightened at what they had feen. 

They had a very great fupply of provifions, fent and brought by different chiefs, 
on the I ft of May; and the next day received a prefent from Towha, fent by his 
fervants, confifting of a hog, and a boat-load, of various forts of fruits and roots. 
The like prefent they alfo had from Otoo, brought by Tarevatoo, who ftayed dinner. 

On going afhore in the morning of the yth, they found Otoo at the tents, and took 
the opportunity to aflc his leave to cut down fome trees for fuel, which he readily 
granted. The captain told him he (liould cut down no trees that bore any fruit. 
He was pleafeU with this declaration, and told it aloud feveral times to the people 
about them. 

During the night, between the 7th and 8th, fome time in the middJe watch, all their 
friendly conneflions received an interruption, through the negligefce of one of the 
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fentinels on fliore. He having eithei||flept or quitted his poft, gave one oi the natives 
an opportunity to carry off his mufqnet. The firft news the captain heard of it was 
from 'Fee, whom Otoo had fent on board for that purpofe, and to defire that he would 
go to him, for that he was mataoued. They were not well enough acquainted with 
their language to underftand all 'fee’s ftory ; but they underftood enough to know 
that fomething had happened which had alarmed the King. In order, therefore, to 
be fully informed, the captain went alhore with Tee and Tarevatoo, who had llept 
aboard all night. As foon as they landed, he was informed of the whole by the ferjeant 
who commanded the party. The natives were all alarmed, and the moft of them fled. 
Tee and the captain went to look for Otoo ; and as they advanced, he endeavoured to 
allay the fears of the people, but at the fame time infilled on the mufquet being 
reftored. After travelling fome dilldnce into the country, enquiring of every one they 
faw for Otoo, Tee flopped all at once, and advifed the captain to return, faying, that 
Otoo was gone to the mountains, and he w'ould proceed and tell him that he (the 
captain) was flill his friend. Tec alfo promifed that he would ufe his endeavours to 
recover the mufquet. 

The captain returned to the fliip, and foon after he obferved fix large canoes 
coming round Point Venus. Some people whom he had fent out to watch the conduit 
of the neighbouring inhabitants, informed him, they were laden with baggage, fruit, 
hogs, &c. There being room for fufpecling that fome perfon belonging to thefe 
canoes had committed the theft, he came to a refolution to intercept them ; and 
having put off in a boat for that purpofe, gave orders for another to follow. One of 
the canoes, which was fome dillance ahead of the reft, came diredlly for the lliip. He 
went along fide this, and found two or three women in her whom he knew. They 
told him they w^ere going on board the (liip with fomething for him ; and on inquiring 
of them for Otoo, was told he was then at the tents. Pleafed with this news, he 
contradicted the orders he had given for intercepting the other canoes, thinking they 
might be coming on board alfo as well as this one, which he left within a few yards 
of the fhip, and rowed alhore to fpcak with Otoo. But' when he landed he was told 
that he had not been there, nor knew they any thing of him. On looking behind 
him, he faw all the canoes making oft' in the grcatell liafte ; even the one he had left 
along fide the lliip had evaded going on board, and was making her efcape. Vexed 
at being thus outwitted, he refolved to purfue them ; and as he paffed the Ihip, gave 
orders to fend another boat for the fame purpofe. Five out of fix they took, and 
■brought along-fide ; but the firll, which aClcd the fineffe fo well, got clear off. When 
they got on board with their prizes, he learnt that the people, who had deceived him, 
ufed no endeavours to lay hold of the lliip on the fide they w'cre upon, but let their 
canoe drop pall, as if they meant to come under the Hern, or on the other fide ; and 
that the moment they were pall, they paddled off with all fpeed. Thus the canoe, 
in which were only a few women, was to have amufed them with falfe llories, as they 
adually did, while the others, in which^ were moft of the effeCls, got off. 

In one of the canoes they had taken, was a chief, a friend of Mr. Forfter’s, who 


had hitherto called himfelf an earee, and would have been much offended if any one 
had called his title in queftion ; alfo three women, his wife and daughter, and the 
mother of the late Tourfaha. Thefe, together with the canoes, the captain refolved 
(o detain, and to fend the chief to Otoo, thinking he would have weight 
(tnough with him to obtain the return of the mufquet, as his own property was 
at Ajake. 
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In the duflc of the evening it was brought t(j the tents, together with fbme other 
things they had loft, which they knew nothing >ff, by three men who had purfued the 
thief, and taken them from him. 'I'he captain knew not if they took this trouble of 
their own accord, or by order of Otoo. He rewarded them, and made no farther 
inquiry about it. 

When the mufquet and other things were brouglit in, every one then prefent, or 
who came after, pretended to have had fome hand in recovering them, and claimed a 
reward accordingly. But there was no one aded this farce fo well as Nuno, a man of 
fome note, and well known to the captain when he was here in 1769. This man came, 
with ail the favage fury imaginable in his countenance, and a large club in his hand, 
with which he beat about him, in order to fticw bow he alone had killed the thief ; 
when, at the fame time, they all knew he had not been out of his houfe the whole time. 

Things were now once more reltored to their Ibrmer ftatc ; anil Otoo promil'ed 
on his part, that, the next day, they fliould be fupplied with fruit. &c. asul'ual. 

They then returned with him to his proper refidence at Oparree, and there took a 
view of fome of his dock-yards (lor fuch they well delcrvcd to be called) and large 
canoes ; fome lately built ami others building ; two of which were the largeft they had 
ever feen in this lea ; or indeed any where eUe, under that name. They now returned 
to the Ihip. 

Otoo dcfiring to fee fome of the groat guns fire from the Ihip, the captain ordered 
twelve to be Ihottcd and fired toward the lea. As he had never feen a cannon fired 
before, the fight gave him as much pain as pleafure. In the evening, they entertained 
him with fire-works, which gave him great fatisfaftion. Thus ended all their 
differences. 

As the molt effential repairs of the fliip v/ere nearly finilhed, it was refolved to leave 
Otaheite in a few days ; the captain accordingly ordered every thing to be got oft' from 
the Ihore, that the natives might lee they w'en; about to depart. 

On the 1 2th, old Oberca, the wmman w ho, when the Dolphin was here in 1767, 
was thought to be Queen of the ifland, and whom they had not feen fince 1769, paid 
them a vifit, and brought a prefent of hogs and fruit. Soon after, came Otoo wiih great 
retinue, and a large quantity of provifions. The captain was pretty liberal in his 
returns, thinking it might -be the laft time he fliould lee thefe good people, who had 
fo liberally relieved their wants ; and, in the evening, entertained them with fire- 
works. 

On the 14th they faw a number of war canoes coming round the point of Opar*ee. 
Being defirous of having a nearer view of them, accompanied by many officers and 
gentlemen, they haftened down to Oparree, which they reached before all the canoes 
were landed, and had an opportunity of feeing in what manner they approached the 
ftiore. When they got before the place where they intended to laud they formed 
themfelves into divifions, confiding of three or four, or perhaps more, lalhed fquare 
and clofe along-fide of each other ; and then each divifion, one alter the other, paddled 
in for the ftiore with all their niiglit, and conducled in fo judicious a manner that they 
formed, and clofed a line, along the ftiore, to an inch. 'I'he rowers were encouraged 
to exert their ftrength by their leaders on the ftages, and diredled by a man who flood 
with a wand in his hand in the fore-part of the middlemoft velVel. This man, by 
words and adions, direfted the paddlers when all fliould paddle, when either the one 
fide or the other fliould ceafe, &c. for the fteering paddles alone were not fufticient to 
dire£f them. All thefe motions were obferved with fuch quicknefs as clearly fhewed 
them to be. expert in their bufinels. Otoo, who was prefent, capfed fome of their 
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wifp of ftraw, which hung by a l^na from his middle. Tliiey had im opportunity of 
feeing this afted another time, when inwas obferved^ that the moment they had got hold 
of the fellow who reprefented the clild, they hatt^ or preffed his nofe. From this 
they judged, that they do fo by their children when bom, which may be the reafon 
why ail in general hate flat nofes. 'This part of the play, from its newnefs, and the 
ludicrous manner in which if^was performed, gave them, the firfl; time time they faw 
it, fome entertainment, and caufed a loud laugh, which might be the reafon why they 
afted it fo often afterwards.. But this, like all their other pieces, could entertain them 
no more than once. 

Sunday the 29th, they found feveral articles had been ftolen out of the boats which 
lay near the Ihip ; and the chief not only knew they were ftolen, but by whom, 
and where they were ; and he went immediately with the captain in his boat, in purfuit 
’of them. After proceeding a good way along Ihore, the chief ordered them to land 
near fome houfes, where they did not wait long before all the articles were brought to 
them, except the pinnace’s iron tiller, which he was told was ffill farther off j this w^ 
never recovered. 

On the 30th, one of the chiefs made the captain a prefent of two pigs ; he invited 
the donor to dinner, and ordered one of the pigs to be killed and dreffed, and attended 
himfelf to the firfl part of the operation, which was as follows : 'I'hey ftrangled the 
hog, which was done by three men ; the hog being placed on his back, two of them 
laid a pretty ftrong flick acrofs his throat, anti prelled with all their weight on each 
end .} the third man held his hind legs, kept him on his back, and plugged up his 
fundament with grafs, to prevent any air from palling or repafling that way. In this 
manner they held him for about ten niinntes before he was quite dead. The hog 
weighed about fifty pounds. It was baked in their ufual manner. Some parts about 
the ribs were thought overdone, but the more flefliy parts were excellent ; and the 
Ikin, which by the European way of drefling can hardly be eaten, had, by this method, 
an excellent flavour. 

The people knowing that they fliould fail foon, began on* the 31(1 to bring on board 
fruit more than ufual. Amongfl thofc who came was a young man who meafured fix 
feet four inches and fix-tenths ; and his filler, younger than him, meafured five feet 
ten inches and a half. A brifk trade for hogs and fruit continued till the 3d of June. 

The captain fixed on the next day, June 4th, for failing, when Oreo, the chief, and 
his whole family, came on board, to take their lafl farewcl, accompanied by Oo-oo-rou, 
the ^ree de Hi, and Boba the caree of Otaha, and feveral of their friends. None 
came empty ; but Oo-oo-rou brought a pretty large prefent, this being his firfl and 
only.vifit. The captain diftributed amongfl them almoll every thing he had left. The 
very hofpitable manner in which he had ever been received by thefe people, had 
endeared them to him, and given them a juft title to every thing in his power to 
grant. 

Oree prefled him to return j .when the captain declined making any promifes o^ 
that head, he afked the name of his moral (burying-place). As ftrange a queftion as 
this was, he hefitated not a moment to tell him Stepney : the parifli in which he lived when 
in Eondon. He was requefted to repeat it feveral times over till they could pronounce 
if j then, “ Stepney marai no toote” was echoed through an hundred mouths at once. 

^r^ter proof could they have of thefe people efteeming them as friends, than 
tl» 3 l::%»fl»ng to remember them even beyond the period of their lives ? They had 
b(!i^i|!^^tedly told that they fliould fee them no more , they then wanted to know 
Ydieiri tn^ Yv»e t(\imngle with th^ parent tWift. 

As 
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As they could not promife, or even fuppof , that more Englllh Ihips would be fent 
to thofe ifles, their faithful companion Oedid je chofe to remain in his native country. 
But he left the (hip with a regret fully demonftpative of the efteem he had for them. 
Indeed, he would have been a better fpecimen of the nation, in eviery refped, than 
Omai. Juft as Oedidee was going out of the Ihip, he aiked Ae captain to tatou fome 
parou for him, in order to (hew the commanders of other Ihips which might ftop here. 
He complied with his requeft, gave him a certificate of the time he had been with them, 
and recommended him to the notice of thofe who might touch at the ifland after 
them. 

They did not get clear of their friends till eleven o’clock, when they weighed and 
put to fea ; but Oedidee did not leave them till they were almoft out of the harbour. 
He ftaid, in order to fire fome guns ; for it being His Majefty’s birth-day, they fired the 
falute at going away. 

Nature is exceedingly kind to thefe iflands. The natives, copying the bounty of 
nature, are equally liberal, contributing plentifully and cheerfully to the wants of 
navigators. During their ftay they had plenty of pork and variety of fruit. All thefe 
articles were got in exchange for axes, hatchets, nails, chiffels, cloth, red feathers, 
beads, knives, feiffars, looking-glalTes, &c. articles which will ever be valuable here. 
Shirts are a very capital article in making prefents, efpecially with thofe who have any 
connexion with the fair fcx. A fliirt here is full as neceffary as a piece of gold in 
England. The ladies at Otaheite, after they had pretty well (tripped their lovers of 
fhirts, found a method of clothing themfelves with their own cloth. It was their 
cuftom to go on (hore every morning, and to return on board in the evening, generally 
clad in rags. This furnifljed a pretence to importune the lover for better clothes j and 
when he had no more of his own, he was to drefs them in new cloth of the country, 
which they always left a(hf)re ; and appearing again in rags, they muft again be clothed. 
So that the fame fuit might pafs through twenty different hands, and be as often fold, 
bought, and given away. 

On the 6th, being the day after leaving Ulictea, they faw Howe Ifland, difeovered by 
Captain Wallis. I’he inhabitants of Ulietea fpeak of an uninhabited ifland, about this 
lituation, called by them Mopeha, to which they go at certain feafous for turtle; 
perhaps this may be the fame. 

On the i6th, juft after fun-rife, land was feen from the top-maft head, bearing 
north-north-cafl. They immediately altered their courfe, and fteering for it, found it 
to be another ifland, compofed of five or fix woody iflots, connected together by^land- 
banks and breakers, inclofing a lake, into which they could fee no entrance. The 
captain looked upon it as a new difeovery, and named it Palmerfton Ifland, in honour 
of Lord Palmerfton, one of the lords of the Admiralty. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon they left this ille, and refuraed their courfe to the 
weft by fouth with a fine ftcady gale eafterly. 

On the 2 oth, they faw land; and as they drew nearer, found it to be an ifland of 
confiderable extent. Perceiving fome people on the (hore, and landing feeming to be 
eafy, they brought to, and hoifted out two boats, with which they put off to the land 
accompanied by fome of the officers and gentlemen. 

Friendly ligns were made to them, which they anfwered 1^ menaces. AU endeavours 
to bring them to a parley, were to no purpofe ; for they came with the ferocity of wild 
boars, and threw their darts. Two or three mufquets, difeharged in the ak, did not 
hinder one of them from advancing ftill hirther, and throwing another dart, or rather 
afpear, which paffed clofe over the captain’s ihoulder. Hts comge would have coft 
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fc'nt him limping off. The natives being now convinced that he was in cameft, all 
lied ; but on calling to them, many returned ; and prefcntly after, the other mul'quct 
was brought, and laid down at his feet. I’hat* moment he ordered the canoes to be 
reftored, to fliew them on what account they were detained. 

On returning to go on board, he found a good many people collefted together, 
from whom they underllood that the man he ,had fifed at was dead. This llory 
he treated as improbable, and addreffed a man, wbo feemed of fomc confcqucncc, for 
the rellitution of a cooper’s adze they had loft in the morning, lie immediately fent 
away two men, as he thought, for it ; but he foon found they had greatly millaken 
each otlier ; forinftead of the adze, they brought the wounded man, ftrctched out on 
II board, and laid him down by him, to all appearance dead. He was much moved at the 
fight; hut foon faw his tiiiii.ike, and that he was only wounded in the hand and thigh. 

1 ie therefore defired he might be carried out of the fun, and fent for the furgeon to 
d refs his wounds. In the mean time, he addreffed feveral people for the adze, for he 
was dciennimal to have ii. T!ie one he applied moft to, was an elderly w'onian, who 
had always a great deal to fay to hiin from hts lirlt landing ; but on this occafion fhe 
gave her tongue full fcope. 1 he captain unJcrItcod but little of her eloquence; all 
be could gather Irom her arguments was, that it was mean in him to infill on the return 
o| io trilling a thing. lJut when fhe found he was determined, fhe and three or four 
more women went away ; and loon after the adze w'as brought to him, but he faw het' 
no more. 'I'Isis he was lorry for, as he wifhed to make licra prefent, in return for the 
part Ihe had taken i;i a!! their tr uii'ariions, private as well as public ; for he no fooner 
I'eiurned from ili'.- pond, tli • lirli time he 1 mJed, than this old lady prefented to him a 
girl, giving In’m to Linderfland Ihe was at liis fervicc. Mil's, who prdbably had received 
lier ijillriiclions, vvantid, a . a preliminary aniele, a fnike-nail, or a fliirr, neither of 
wliieli he had to give In r, and ieun made them leiiliblc of his poverty. He thought, by 
that means, to have come rtf with flying ce-iours; but he was miftaken ; for they 
gave him to underifand he might retire with her on credit. On declining this pro- 
pol.il, the old iadv began fo argue wiili liiiu, and then abuie him. Though he cora- 
prehen.ded ti;tl>' oi vriiai Ihe laiu, imr .eriioiis were exprclfive enough, and fhewed that 
her words were to thi'- ethcl, Ineeriiig in his lace, faying, w'hat fort of a man are you, 
thus to n lule the embraces of iu i'uic a young woman ? h'or the girl certainly did not 
want 'oeauiv. 

jVs foon as the furgeon got alliore, he dreffed the man’;; wounds, atid bled liim ; and 
was of opinion that he was iu no fort ol danger, as the ihot had hone little qjore 
than penetrate ilie Ikiti. 

On the 281I1 they prepared ever,' thing in readinefs to fill. 

On tlu; path they law tlie finnmit of /kmattafoa, but not clear enough to determine 
with certainty whether there was a volcano or no ; but every thing they could fee 
concurred to make them believe there was, 

Anamorka, or Rotterdam, the iihuui they had jnfl left, was firfl difeovered by 
Talmaii, and by him naineil Rotterdam. It is of a triangular form, each fide is about 
three and n half or four miles. Round it lie iealtored a number of fmall ifles, fand- 
banks, and breakers. They could fee no end to their extent to the north ; and it is 
not iinpoHiblc that they reach as far fouth as Araflordam^ or Tongatabu. Thefc, 
togctlu r with Middleburg or Kaoowee, and Pylflart, mivke a group, containing about 
three degrees of latitude and two of longitude, which Captain Cook named 
the I’riendly Ifles or Archipelago, as a firm alliance and frienclf^ip feem to fubfift 
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amopg the inhabitants, and thw* txmiteous behaviour to ftrangets intides td tlnMf 
ai^xHilatibn. / ‘ 

The inhabitants, produd:ions, &c. df Rotterdam^ and the n^hbouiin^ jOes^ 
the fame as at Amfterdam. There is, however, for more wafte-bnd pn Um ifte, iii 
proportion to its (ize, than ujran the other, and the people feem to,be jtnuch poorer $ 
that is, in cloth, matting, omments, ,&c. which conftitute a great part of the riches of 
the South Seaidanders. 

They did not diftinguilh any king, or leading chief, or any perfon who took upop 
him the appearance of fupreme authority. ‘ 

As the captain intended to get to the fouth, in order to explore the land which might 
lie there, they continued to ply between the ifle of Lepers and Aurora ; and on the 
agth at noon, the laft mentioned ifle bore South, diflant twenty miles. 

At day-break on the 21ft, they found themfelves before the channel that divides 
Whitfuntidc Ifland from the South Land, which is above two leagues over. Having 
fent two armed boats to found, and look for anchorage, on their making the fignal for 
the latter, they failed in, and anchored in eleven fothoms water. 

Next morning early a good many of the natives came round them, fome in canoes, 
and others fwimming. The captain foon prevailed on one to come on board ; which 
he no fooner did, than he was followed by more than he defired ; fo that not only the 
deck, but rigging, was prefently filled with them. He took four into the cabin and 
gave them various articles, which they fliewed to thofe in the canoes, and feemed 
much plcafed with their reception. While he was thus making friends with thofe in 
the cabin, an accident happened that threw all into confufion, but in the end proved 
advantageous. A fellow in a canoe having been refufed admittance into one of the 
boats that Jay along-afide, bent his bow to flioot a poifoned arrow at the boat-keeper* 
Some of his countrymen prevented his doing it that inftant, and gave time to acquaint 
the captain with it. He ran inftantly on deck, and law another man ftruggling with 
him ; one of thofe who had been in the cabin, and had leaped out of the window for 
this purpofe. The other Deemed refolved, Ihook him oflF, and direfted his bow again 
to the boat-keeper ; but, on the captain calling to him, pointed it at him. Having a 
mufquet in his hand loaded with fmall (hot, he gave him the contents. This daggered 
him for a moment, but did not prevent him from holding his bow dill in the attitude 
of Ihooting. Another difeharge of the fame nature made him drop it, and the others, 
who were in the canoe, to paddle oflF with all fpeed. At this time, fome began 
to Ihoot arrows on the other fide. A mufquet difeharged in the air had no efted ; 
but a four-pound Ihot over their heads, fent them off in the utmod confufion. Many 
quitt^ their canoes and fwam on fliore : thofe in the great cabin leaped out of the 
windows ; and thofe who were on the deck, and on different parts of the rigging, all 
leaped overboard. After this they took no further notice of them, but differed them 
to come off and pick up their canoes ; and fome even ventured again alongfide the fiiip* 
lliefe people fet no value on nails, or any fort of iron tools ; nor indeed on any 
thing they had. They would now and then exchange an arrow for a piece of cloth i 
but very feldom would part with a bow. 

Being unwilling to lofe the benefit of the moon-light nights, which now happened^ 
m feven A. M. on the 23d of July, they weighed, and proceeded out of the harbour. 

the natives law tnem under fail, they came off in their canoes, making sac^ 
with more confidence thi|n before, and giving fuch extraordinary 
ff)i||||iiefty as furfrized ^>P> stt firft, bad £relh way through thei^!!vath% 
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'^urtk. '':'..^^ea'^'f ' of ''i^^l they oilp^^li; 

u||lfi[^^|fl||jiHi!!^^ to d^lt^ wh^> the^ |ga4:iilr^^^ 

them a* coa|^ 4 epbIe vtimf, hot, reach 

vlnji A and &e4hmg waa'^foirgotteo. *' As ft^h ^ v^e 

. liB ^eld tip the' lhlng which feveral were ready to b,uy ^ bttt'hexefqled'to^.pIrtVif^ii^^ 
till. Jie faw the {>^on^ to whom he had before fold it, andi,to him htf gaveiti- f 
foOji^V knowing him-again, oflFered him fomething in return 4 which lie 
fhewid him what he had given him before. Pieces of cloth, and mii|We,pa|)eei1Wh 
in>tnpft dlleem with them ; but edge-tools, nails, and beads they feemed to &fregard.‘ t 
By this time they might be iatisfied they meant them no harm; fo that had they 
made>.a longer ftay, they might foon have been upon good terms with this ape-like 
hajaj[^>,, Forj in ^neral, they were the moft ugly, ill-proportioned people they ever 
faw!^;^d in every refpefi different from any they had met with in this fea. They are 
a dark-coloured and rather diminutive race, with long heads, £at faces, and 
monkey countenances. Their hair moftly black or brown, is fhort and curly ; 
ndt quite fo foft and WQplly aa that of a negroe. Their beards are very ftrong, criQ>^ 
and bufliy, and generally black and ihort. But what molt adds to their deformity, ja 
a belt or cord which they wear round the waift, and tie fo tight over the belly, thkt 
the (hape of their bodies is not unlike that of an over-grown pifmire. The men 
quite naked, except a piece of cloth or leaf ufed as a wrapper. , n • 

They faw but few women, and they were not lefs ugly than the men ; their heai^ 
faces, and fhoulders are painted red ; they wear a kind of petticoat ; and fomq. bf 
them had fomething over their ihoulders like a bag, in which they carry their children. 
Nime of them came off to the Ihip, and they generally kept at a diftance when, the 
fhip'S people were on Ihore. Their ornaments are ear-rings made of tortoife-ihellv 
and bracelets. A curious one of the latter, four or five inches broad, wrought with 
thread or cord, and Aiidded with Ihells, is worn by them jult above the elbow. Round 
the right wrifl they wear hogs tulks, bent circular, and rings made of fhells.} and 
round their left a round piece of wood, which they judged was to ward off the bow- 
firing. The bridge df the nofe is pierced, in which they wear a piece of white ftone, 
.about an inch and a half lon^, formed like a bow. As figns of friendlhip they pre* 
fmt a green branch, and fpnnkle, water with the hand over the head. 

liieir weapons are clubs, fpears, and bows and arrows. The two former are maite 
of hard or iron-wood. Their bows are about four feet long, made of a flick Mit 
down the middle, and are not circular, but bent more at one end than the other. The 


arrows, which are a fort of reeds, are fometimes armed with a long (harp point, made 
hatd wood j. and fometimes with a very hard point made of bone; and thefe pmnts'am 
all covered wdth a fubflance which they took for poifon. Indeed the people themlG^ye^j 
coafiriN^ ihdr fufpicions, by making figns to them not to touch the point, and^p^n^ 
tht^ tb.dndeifland, that if they were pricked by them they would die. Th^-«||n^ 
Vei^/iadieful of them, and keep them always wrapped up in a quiver. SomexO^ithi^ 
afropsnre armed with two or three points, each with fmall prickles on,l^ 
pr<^ri65tft.tlm«TpW8l^g drawn out of the wound. ^ ^ 

Ti:^p^iet.of |aal|Scol}q feemed to be a q^e different nation 
and ftxeak' n ^^Bfl|Fent language. ’' Of about eighty 
ccM^ 'hai^y the language 

'C^'be|jen;4t* "*'Th^ letter R k 

4plktly ^ or threk being joined together,. whre foonid lifficiklt iffltaRS 
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nounce. The captain obfeiTed,that they could proiwtmce moft of 

Wth ^eat eafe. They exprefs their admiration by hiding like a goofed i 

To judge of rile country by the Iktle they faw of it, it mull be.,feHil!|} but th^r 
fruits are not fo good as thofe of the Society or Friendly Ifles. They iftewi A dog 
and a bitch”; and there is no doubt they will be taken oare of, as they were vefy foxi'd 
of them. ' , ^ ' ' 

.Aitef they had got to fea, they tried what effeft one of the poifoned arrows w’ould 
have on a dog. Indeed they had tried it in the harbour the very lir/l night, tut 
they thbhght the operation had been too flight, as it had no efFeft. The furgeon now 
made a deep inciflon in the dog’s thigh, into which he laid a large portion or the poi- 
fon, juft as it was feraped from the arrows, and then bound up the wound with a 
bandage. For feveral days after they thought the dog was not fo well as he had been 
before ; but whether this was really fo, or only fuggefted by imagination, is uncertain. 
He was afterwards as if nothing had been done to him, and lived to be brought home 
to England. However, there is no doubt of this ftull’ being of a poifonous quality, 
as it could anfwer no other purpofe. 'I'he people feemed not unacquainted with the 
nature of poifon ; for when they brought them water on fliorc, they lirft tafted it, and 
then gave them to underftand they might with fafety drink it. 

This harbour, which is fituated on the norlh-eaft fide of Mallicollo, the captain 
named Port Sandwich ; and it is fo flieltered that no winds can difturb a fhip at anchor 
there. Another great advantage is, you can lie fo near the fliore, as to cover your 
people, who may be at work upon it. 

Soon after they got to fea, they ftood over for Ambrym. On the 24th they reached 
an ifland near Apee, about four leagues in circuit ; it is remarkable by having tlirce 
high peaked hills upon it, by which it has obtained that name. They now fteered to 
the eaft ; and having weathered Threchills, ftood for a groupe of iiuall ifles which lie 
off the fouth-eaft point of Apee. Thefe were called Shepherd’s Ifles, in honour of 
Dr. Shepherd, Plumian ProfeflTor of Aftronomy at Cambridge. ^ 

The night before they came out of Port Sandwich, two reddifli fifli, about the fize 
of a large bream, and not unlike them, were caught with hook and line. On thefe 
fifli moft of the officers, and fome of the petty-ofliccrs, dined the next day. The 
night following, every one who had eaten of them was feized with violent pains in 
the head and bones, attended with a fcorching heat all over the Ikin, and numbnefe 
in the joints. There remained no doubt that this was occafioncd by the fifli being of 
a.poifonous nature, and having communicated its bad efiecls to all who partook of 
of them ; even to the hogs and dogs. One of the former died about fixteen hours 
after ; it was not long before one of the latter fhared the fame fate ; and it was a week 
or 'ten days before all the gentlemen recovered. Thefe muft have been the fame fort 
of filh mentioned by Quiros, under the name of Pargos, which poifoned the crews 
of his Ihips, fo that it was fome time before they recovered ; and they would doubtlefs 
tikve been in the fame fuuation, had more of them been eaten. 

Continuing their courfe to the foutH, at five P. M. drew near the fouthem .lands, 
which they found to confift of one large ifland, ,whofe fouthern and weftern extremities 
extended beyond their fight, and three or fqjur fmallcr ones lying off its north fide. 
The two northemmoft are much the largeft, have a good height, and lie in the 
^etgljpn of eaft-by-fouth, and weft-by-north from each other, mftant two deagUes. 
named the one Montague, and the other Hinchinbrook, and the large ifend 
' ich. 
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As tK(!^'paffed Hirichinbrook Ifle, feveral, people parae down to the fea-fide, and by 
figns to invite them afhore. Some were alfo fees on Sandwich Ifland; which 

exhibiti^W‘»oft delightful profped, being fpotled with woods and lawns^ agreeably 
’('idiv^rfifed dVer the whole farface. It hath a gentle Hope from the hills, which are of 
a^' moderate height, down to the fea-coaft. This is low, and guarded by a chain of 
breakers, fo that there is no approaching it at thip part. ‘ ' 

. On the 3 d of Auguft, they found themfelves abreaft a lofty promontory , and on 
the 4th, at day-break, the captain went with two Bllats to exairiine the cpaft, to Ipok 
for a proper landing-place, wood and water. At this time the natiii'es began to 
aflemble on the fliore, and by figns invited them to land. The captain went firft to 
a fmall beach, which is towards the head, where he found no good landing. Some>of 
fhe natives who were there, offered to haul the boats over the breakers to the fiindy 
beach, which was thought a friendly ofl'er, but they had reafon afterwards to alter 
their opinion. When they found they would not do as they defired, they made figns 
for them to go down into a bay, which they accordingly did, and they ran along 
Ihore abreaft of them, their number incrcafingly procligioufly. They put in to the 
fhore in two or three places, but not liking the fituation, did not land. By this time 
the natives conceived what they wanted, as they direfted the boat round a rocky ppint, 
where, on a fine fanfty beach, the captain flopped out of the boat without wetting a 
foot, in the face of a vaft multitude, with only a green branch in his hand. He took 
but one man out of the boat with him, and ordered the other boat to lie-to a little 
diftance off. They received him with great courtel'y and politenefs ; and would retire 
back from the boat on his making the leaft motion with his hand. A man, whom he 
took to be a chief, feeing this, made them form a fomicircle round the boat’s bow, and 
beat fuch as attempted to break through this order. 'I'his man he loaded with prelems, 
giving likewife to others, and aiked by figlis for frcfli water, in hopes of feeing where 
they got it. The chief immediately fent a man for fome, who ran to a houfe, andpre- 
fently returned with a little in a bamboo ; fo that he gained but little information by this. 
He next afked, by the fame means, for f'omething to eat; and they as readily brought him 
a yam and fome cocoa-nuts. In fliort, he was charmed with their behaviour ; and the 
only thing which could give the leaft fufpicion was, that moft of them were armed' 
with clubs, fpears, darts, bows, and arrows. l'’or this reafon the captain kept his eye 
conlimially upon the chief, and watched his looks as well as his adions. He made 
many figns to haul the boat upon the fhore, and at laft flipped into the crowd, where 
he obferved him fpcak to feveral people, and then return, repeating figns to hajjl the 
boat up, and hefitating a good deal before he would receive fome fpike-nails which 
were then offered him. This made him fufped fomeihing was intended, and imme- 
diately he ftepped into the boat, telling them by figns that he fhould foon return^ ’ But 
they were not for parting fo foon, and now attempted by force, what they could .not 
obtain by gentler means. The gang-board happened unluckily to be laid out iFor the 
captain to come into the boat. Unluckily, for if it had not been out, and if the*crew 
had been a little quicker in getting the boat* off, the natives might not have had time 
to put their defign in execution, nor would the following difagreeable feene have hap- 
pened. As they were putting off the boat, they laid hold of the gang-board, and 
uiihooked it off the boat's ftern ; but as they did not take it away, it was thought this 
had been done by accident, and he ordered the boat in ^ain to taken qp.. 
the natives hooked it over the boat’s ftern, and attempted to haul' her ^ore i .otbeis,. 
‘at the fanje time, fnatched the oars out of the people’s hands. Qn pointing a 
at theip, they in fome meafure defifted, but reti^inied in an inftalhl, feenangljf '^erw 
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njined to the boat afhore. At the l]|cad of this party was the chief ; the dthere, 
wJio could not come at the boat, flood behind with darts, ftoncs, and bows and arrows 
in hand, ready to fupport them. SigAs and threats having no effe£l, their own fafety 
became the only confideration j and yet the captain was unwilling to fire oh the mul- 
titude, and refolved to make the chief alone foil a vidim* to his own treachery ; but 
his mufquet at this critical momeni; miffed fire. Whatever idea they might have 
formed of their arms, the natives muff now have looked upon them as childifh weapons, 
and began to let them fee how nfich better theirs were, by throwing Hones and darts, 
and by Ihooting arrows. This made it abfolutely neceffary to give orders to fire. 
I’he firft difeharge threw them into confufion ; but a fecond was hardly I'uflicient to 
drive them off the beach ; and after all, they continued to throw ftones from behind 
.the trees and buflies, and every now and then to pop out and throw a dart. Four lay 
to all appearance dead on the Ihore ; but two of them afterwards crawled into the 
bufbes. Happy it was for thefe people, that not half their mufquets would go off', 
otherwife many more mufl have fallen. One failor was wounded in the cheek with a 
dart, the point of which was as thick as a little finger, and yet it entered above two 
inches ; which fhews that it muff have come with great force, though indeed they were 
very near them- An arrow ffruck Mr. Gilbert’s naked breaft, who was above thirty 
yards off ; but probably it had ffruck fomething before j for it hardly penetrated the 
Ikhi. The arrows were pointed with hard wood. 

As foon as they got on board, the captain ordered the anchor to be weighed. 
"While this was doing, feveral people appeared on the low rocky point, difplaying two 
oars they had loft in the fcuffle. This was fuppofed a fign of fubmiflion, and of their 
wanting to give them the oars. He, neverthelcfs, fired a four-pound fhot at them, to 
let them fee the effed of their great guns. The ball fell fhort, but frightened them 
fo much, that none were fecn afterwards ; and they left the oars Handing up againft 
the bufhes. They now ftood out to fea. 

Thefe iflanders feemed to be a different race from thofe of Mallicollo, and fpoke 
a diflFerent language. They are of the middle fize, have a good lhape, and tolerable 
features. Their colour is very dark, and they paint their faces, fome with black, and 
others with red pigment. Their hair is very curly and crifp, and fomewhat woolly. 
They faw a few women, and thought them ugly ; they wore a kind of petticoat made 
of palm leaves, 05 fome plant like it. But the men, like thofe of Mallicollo, were in 
a manner naked j having only the belt about the waift, and the piece of cloth, or leaf, 
ufed^s a wrapper. They faw no canoes with thefe people, nor were any feen in any 
part of this iiland. They live in houfes covered with thatch, and their plantations are 
laid out by line, and fenced round. 

Iri the night of the 5th of Auguff they faw a light, which was occafioned by a vol- 
cano, which they obferved to throw up vaft quantities of fire and fmoke, with a 
rumbling noife heard at a great diftance. They now made fail for the iffand whence 
•it appeared, and prefently after difeovered a fmall inlet which had the appearance of 
bring a good harbour. The wind left tHem as foon as they were within the entrance, 
and obliged them to drop an anchor in four fathoms water. After this, the boats 
were fent to found. 

Many of the natives now got together in parties, on feveral parts of the ihore, all 
with bows, fpearSy kc. Some fwam off to them, others came in canoes. At 
firft were Ihy, and kept at the diftance of a ftone’s throw j they grew infenfibljT 
boldOitv 4 md at laft qime under their ftem, and made fome exchanges. The people in 
one firft canoes, after coming as near as they durft, threw towards theitt fome 
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cocoa-nuts. ' 'Fhe captain went into a boat and picked .them up, giving them in retom 
fome cloth and other articles. This induced others to come under the ftem and along- 
fide, where ^eir behaviour was infolent and darhig. They wanted to carry off every 
thing within their reach ; they got hold of the fly of the enfign, and would have tom 
it from the ftafF j others attempted to knock the rings off the rudder ; -but the greateft 
trouble they gave them was to look after the buoys of their anchors, which were no 
fooner thrown out of the boats, or let go from the fhip, than they got hold of them. 
A few mufqucts fired In the air had no effecl ; but a ibur-pounder frightened them fo 
much, that thej^ quitted their canoes that inftant, and took to the water, feut as foon 
as they found themfelves unhurt, they got again into their canoes, gave them fome 
halloos, flouriflied their weapons, and returned once more to the buoys. This put 
them to the expence of a few mufquetoon ball, which had the defired effeft. 
Although none were fliot, they were afterwards afraid to come near the buoys ; 
very foon all retired on Ihore, and they w'cre permitted to fit down to dinner undif- 
turbed. 

Towards the evening, after the fliip was moored, the captain landed at the head of 
the harbour, in the fouth-eall corner, with a ftrong party of men, without any oppo- 
fition being made by a great number of the natives who were affemblcd in two parties, 
the one on the right, the other on the left, armed with clubs, darts, fpears, flings and 
ftones, bows and arrows, ^'c. After diftributing to the old people (for they could 
diftinguifli no chief), and fome others, prefents of cloth, medals, &c. he ordered two 
calks to be filled with water out of a pond, about twenty paces behind the landing- 
place, giving the natives to underftaud that this was one of the articles they wanted. 
Befides water, they got from them a few cocoa-nuts, which feemed to be in plenty on 
the trees ; but they could not be prevailed upon to part with any of their weapons?. 
Thefe they hc'ld in conftant readinefs, and in the proper attitudes of ofience and 
defence, fo that little was wanting to make them attack them ; at leaft they thought fo, 
by their prefling fo much upon them, and in fpite of their endeavours to keep them 
off. I’heir early re-embarkii\g probably difconcerted their fcheme, and after that they 
all retired. 

As they wtmted to take in a large quantity both of wood and water, and as when 
he was on fliore he had found it pr^flicable to lay the fhip much nearer the landing- 
place than Ihe now was, which would greatly facilitate that work, as Wicll as over-aw'e 
the natives, and enable them better to cover and proteft the w'orking party on fliore $ 
with this view, on the 6th, they endeavoured to tranfport the Ihip to the place 4lie 
captain defigned to moor lier in. While they were about this, they obferved the 
natives affeinbling from all parts, and forming themfelves into two parties, as they did 
the preceding evening, one on each fide the landing-place, to the amount of idme 
thoufands, armed as before. A canoe, fometimes conduced by one, and at other 
times by two or three men, now and then came oft', bringing a few cocoa-nuts or . 
plantains. The' captain made an old man, who feemed well-difpofed, underftandi' by 
figns, that they were to lay afide their weapons, took thofe which were in the canoe 
and threw them overboard, and made him a prefent of a largb piece of cloth. Therc^ 
was no doubt that he underftood him, and made his requeft ^own to his countrymen j 
for as foon as he landed, they obferved him go firlt to the onp party, and then to the 
other ; nor vras he ever after feen with any thing like a weapon in his hand. After 
this, jdtr^ fellows came in a canoe under the ftem, one of them brandifliing a club* 
with which he ftruck the fliip’s fide, and committed other a£ls of defiance, but at laft 
oflfered to-exchange it for a firing of beads, and fome other trifles. Thefe were, Sent 
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do\m to him by a line; but the moment they were in his poffeffion/she andTiis coirt- 
panions paddled ofF in all hafte, without giving the club or any thing elfe in return. 
This was what the captain expefted, anU indeed what he was not’ forry for, as he wanted 
an opportunity to ftiew the multitude on ihore the efFedt of their fire-arms without 
materially hurting any of them. Having a fowling-piece ’loaded with fmall (hot (No. 3.) 
he gave the fellow the contents j ,and when they were above muquet-fliot olF, he 
ordered fome of the mufquetoons, or wall-pieces, to be fired, which made them leap 
out of the canoe, keep under her off-fide, and fwim with her alhore. This tranfadtioii 
feemed to make little or no imprellion on the people there ; on the contrary, they 
began to halloo, and to make fport of it. 

After mooring the (hip, by four anchors, with her broadfide to the landing-place, 
hardly mufquet-(hot oft', and placing the artillery in i'uch a manner as to command the 
whole harbour, he embarked with the marines, and a party of feamen, in three boats, 
and rowed in for the Ihorc. It hath been already mentioned, that the two divifions of 
the natives were drawn up on each fide the landing-place. They had left a fpace 
between them of about thirty or forty yards, in which were laid, to the moft advantage, 
a few fmall bunches of plantains, a yam, and two or three roots. Between ihefe and 
the water were ftuck upright in the fand, for what purpofe they never could learn, 
four fmall reeds, about two feet from each other, in a line at right angles to the (hore, 
where they remained for two or three days after. The old man before mentioned, 
and two more, flood by thefe things, inviting them by figns to land ; but the former 
trap was flill in their memory, which theywere fo near being caught in at the lafl 
ifland ; and this looked fomething like it. In Ihori, every thing confpired to make 
theih believe they meant to attack them as foon as they (hould be on (hore ; the con- 
fequence of which w'as eafily fuppofed : many of them muft have been killed and 
wounded, and they (liould hardly have efcaped unhurt ; two things the captain equally 
wilhed to prevent. He ordered a mnfquet to be fired over the party on the right, 
which was by far the flrongefl body ; but the alarm it gave them was momentary. 
In an inftant they recovered themfelves, and b^an to difplay their weapons. One 
fellow flicwed them his backfidc, in a manner which plainly conveyed his meaning. 
After this, he ordered three or four more mufquets to be fired. I’his was the fignal 
for the (hip to fire a few great guns, which prefcntly difperfed them ; and then they 
landed, and marked out the limits, on the right and left, by a line. The old man 
before mentioned flood his ground, though delertcd by his two companions, and the 
capt^ain rewarded him. I'he natives came gradually to them, feemingly in a more 
friendly manner; fomc even without their weapons, but by far the greateft part 
brought them ; and when they made figns to lay them down, they gave the Engtilh 
to viiraerfland that they muft lay down theirs (irft : thus all parties flood armed. 
They indeed climbed the cocoa-^iiur trees, and threw down the nuts without requiring 
any thing for them ; but the captain took care that they (hould always have fomething 
in return. He obferved that many were afraid to touch what belonged to them ; and 
they feemed to have no notion of exchanging one thing for another. I'he captain 
took the old man (whofe name was now (bund to be Paowang) to the wood^ and 
made him underftand he wanted to cut down fome trees to take on board the (hip ; 
ecutting down fome at the fame time, which they put into one of the boats, together 
with a few fmall calks of water, with a view of letting the people fee what it was they 
chiefly wanted. Paowang very readily gave his confent to cut wood ; nor wis there 
any one wh^^ad^; the lead obje£kion. Having landed again, they loaded the launch 
with water ,^|nd after making three hauls with the feine, caught upwards of thifee 
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hundred i^unds#f mullet and other fidn * it was fome time before any of the natives 
appeared, and ncK above twenty or thirty at la(l,amongll whom was their trully Mend 
Paowangr w|io made them a prefent of a fmall pig, which was the only one they g<tt 
at this ifle, orthat was offered them. 

Du,ring the night, the volcano, which was abovtt four miles to the weft, vomited 
up vaft quahtities of fire andfmoke, as. it had alfo done the night before ; and the 
flames were feen to rife above the hill which lay between them and it. At every 
eruption, it made a long rumbling noife like that of thunder, or the blowing up of 
large mines. A heavy fliower of rain, which fell at this time, feemed to iucreafe it j 
and the wind blowing from the fame quarter, the air was loaded with its aflies, which 
fell fo thick that every thing was covered with the duft. It was a kind of fine fand, 
or ftone, ground or burnt to powder, and was exceedingly troublefome to the eyes. 

Early in the morning»of the 7th, the natives began again to affemble near the 
watering-place, armed as ufuaj, but not in fuch numbers as at firft. After i)reakfaft 
they landed, in order to cut wooorand fill water. They found many of the- iflanders 
much inclined to be friends, efpecially the old people ; on the other hand, moft of the 
younger were daring and infolent, and obliged them to keep to their /irms. , The 
captain ftaid till he faw no difturbance was like to happen, and then returned to the 
fhip, leaving the party, under the command of Lieutenants Clerke and Edgeumbe. 
When they came on*board to dinner, they informed him, that the people continued to 
behave in the. fame inconfiftent. manner as in the mornings but more -efpecially onO 
man, whom Mr. Edgecumbe was obliged to fire at, and believed he had? ftruck with a 
fwan-fliot. After ^at the others behaved with qjpre diferetion. • . ^ ^ . 

,On the 9th Mr. rorfter learnt from the peopli^ftie proper name of the ifland, which 
they call Tanna. 1 'hey gave them, to Underph^, in a mapner which they d^eughp 
admitted of .no doubt, that they .eat human flelh, and that ciredmeifion was pra£iifea 
Among them. They began the fubjed of eating of human flelh, of their own, 
accord, by afking them if they did. One of the men employed in taking in ballad: 
fcalded his fingers in removing a ftone out of fome water. This circumft^ce produced.' 
the difcoveiy of fcveral hot fprings, at the foot of the cliff, and rather below high-wattt 
mark. 

* I • • 

■ During the night of the loth, alfo all .the nth, the volcano Was exceedingly, 
troublefome, and made a terrible noife, throw’^ing up prodigbus columns of fire and 
finoke ?t each explofion, which happened every three or four minutes ; and, at one 
time, great ftones were feen high in the air. Mr. Forfter and his party w'enk,up 
the hill on the weft fide of the harbour, where hj^ound three places whence finoke. 
of, a,' fulphureous fmell iffued through cracks or pmres in the earth. The grotmd 
about th^fe was exceedingly hpt. and parched or burnt, and they Teemed to keep. 

with the volcano ; for, at evory explofion of the latter, the quantity of fmok^’ 
df ' fteam in thefe was greatly increafed, and forced out fo as to rife in fmall columns, 
which they faw from the fhip, and had taken foy common fires made by the natives. 
At the'foot of this hill are the hot fprings before mentioned. 

In jfie afternoon Mr. Forfter having began his botanical refearches on the other 
of .the 'harbour, fell in with Paowang’s houfe, where he faw moft of the article^^tAft- 
captain had ^iven him, hangmg on the adjoining trees and buflies, as if they w^cp ^ 
worthy of being under his roof. * “ 

Sev^al other parts of the hill emitted fmqke or' fteam all the day, and ,1^ tfoltano 
wtis ufitally lurbqs, infomuch that the air was loaded with its aihes.,. The rain which 
XU 4 1 fell 
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fell at this time was a compound of water, fand, and earth ; fo that k pfbpeirly might 
be called Ihowers of mire. Whichever way the wind was, they were annoyed by the 
allies, unlefs it blew very ftrong indeed from the oppofite diredion. NotwitKftanding the 
natives Teemed well enough fatished with the few expeditions they had made in the 
neighbourhood, they were unwilling they Ihould extend* them farther. As a proof of 
this, fome undertook to guide the gentlemen when they were in the country, 
to a place where they might fee the mouth of the volcano. They very readily 
embraced the oflFer j and were condufted down to the harbour before they percdved 
the cheat. 

The 13th, wind at north-eaft, gloomy weather. The only thing worthy of note 
this day, was, that Paowang being at dinner with them on board, they took the 
• opportunity to Ihew him feveral parts of the fliip, and various articles, in hopes of 
finding out fomething which he might value, and be induced to take in exchange for 
refremments; for what they had got of this kind was trifling. But he looked on 
every thing that was fhewn him with the iitmofl; indifference ; nor did he take notice 
of any thing except a wooden fand-box, which he feemed to admire, and' turned two 
or three times over in his hand. 

Next morning after breakfaft, a party of them fet out for the country, to try if they 
could not get a nearer and better view of the volcano. 'I'he place aflFefted by the heat 
was not above eight or ten yards fquare ; and near it were fome^g-trees, which fpread 
their branches over a part of it, and feemed to like their fituation. It was thought 
that this extraordinary heat was caufed by the fteam of boiling water ftrongly im- 
pregnated with fulphur. They proceeded up the hill through a country fo covered 
with trees, flirubs, and plants, that thd^bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees, which feem to 
have been planted here by nature, werk in a manner choaked up. Here and there 
they met with a houfe, fome few people, and plantations. Thefe latter they found 
in diflFerent ftates ; fome of long ftanding ; others lately cleared j and fome only 
clearing, and before any thing had been planted. —Happening to turn out of the 
common path, they came into a plantation where they found a man at work, who, 
either out of good nature, or to get them the fooner out of his territories, undertook 
to be their guide. They, followed him accordingly ; but had not gone far before they 
came to the junftion of two roads, in one of which flood another man with a fling 
and a (lone, which he thought proper to lay down when a mufquet was pointed at 
him. I'he attitude in which they found him, the ferocity appearing in his looks, and 
his-bchaviour after, convinced them that he meant to defend the path he flood in. He, 
in fome meafurc, gained his point ; for the guide took the other road, and they followed, 
but not without fufpefting he was tending them out of the common way. The other 
man i^ent with them likewife, counting them feveral times over, and hallooing, as they 
judged, for afliftance ; for they were prefently joined by two or three more, among 
whom was a young woman wiih a club in her hand. By thefe people they were 
conduced to the brow of a hill, and .fhewn a road leading down to the harbour, 
which they wanted them to take. Not choofing to comply, they returned to that 
they had left, which they purfued alone, their guide refufing to go with them, ^fter 
afcending another ridge, as thickly covered with wood as thofe they had come over, 
^ey law yet other hills between them and the volcano, which feemed as far off as at 
their firft fetting out. This difeouraged them from proceeding farther, efpecially as 
they could get no one to be their guide. They therefore came to a refolution to feturn ; 
:0id had but juft put this in execution when they met between twenty and thirty people, 
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whom the felloW^before mentioned had colle^ed together, with a defign, no doubt, to 
oi^fe their advancing into the country. . 

Before this eacurlion fome were or opinion, that thefe people were addiflied to an 
unnatural pailion, becaufe they had endeavour^ to entice fome of the men into the 
woods ; and in particular, one who had the care of Mr. Forfter’s plant bag, had been 
once or twice attempted. As the can7ing of bundles, &c. is the office of the women 
in this country, it had occurred to the captain, and he was not fingular in this, that the 
natives might miftake him, and fome others, for women. This conjefture was fully 
verified this day. For this man, who was one of the party, and carried the bag as 
ufual, following the captain down the hill, by the words which he underftood of the 
converfation of the natives, and by their aftions, he was well affured that they confidered 
him as a female ; till, by fome means, they difcovered their miftake, on which they 
cried out Erramange ! Erramange !’ Tis a man !’ tis a man ! The thing was fo palpable 
that every one was obliged to acknowledge that they had before miftaken his fex ; 
and that, after they were undeceived, they feemcd not to have the leaft notion of what 
they had fufpefted. This circumftance will fhew how common it is to form wrong 
conjeflures of things, among people whofe language is not underftood. Had it not 
been for this difeovery, no doubt thefe people would have been charged with this vile 
cuftom. 

In the evening Cantain Cook took a walk with fome of the gentlemen, into the 
country on the other nde of the harbour, where they had very dift'erent treatment from 
what they had met with in the morning. The people they now vifited, among whom 
was their friend Paowang, being better acquainted with them, ftiewed a readinefs to 
oblige them in every thing in their power. They came to a village ; it confifted of 
about twenty houfes, the moft of which need no other defeription than comparing them 
to the roof of a thatched houfc in England, taken off the walls and placed on the 
ground.— Some were open at both ends ; others partly clofed with reeds ; and all 
were covered with palm thatch. A few of them were thirty or forty feet long, and 
fourteen or fixteen broad.* This part of the ifland was well cultivated, open, and 
airy ; the plantations were laid out by line, abounding with plaintains, fugar .canes, 
yams, and other roots, and ftocked with fruit-trees. 

On the 1 5th, having finiftied w'ooding and watering, a few hands only were on Ihore 
making brooms, the reft being employed on board, fetting up the rigging, and putting 
the (hip in a condition for fea. Mr. Eorfter, in his botanical excurfions, (hot a pigeon, 
in the craw of which was a wild nutmeg. He took fome pains to find the treaifHhut 
his endeavours were without fuccefs. 

On the 17th, the captain went afliore to pay a Vifit to an old chief, who was faid 
to be King of the iiland. — Paowang took little or no notice of him ; the captain made 
him a prefent, after which he immediately went away, as if he had got all he came for. 
His name was Geogy, and they gave him the title of Areeke. He was very old, but 
had a merry open countenance. He wore round his waift a broad red and white 
chequered belt, the materials and manufadure of which feemed the fame a$ that of 
Otaheite cloth j but this was hardly a mark of diftindion. ^ 

On the 17th, about ten o’clock, the captain went alhore, and found in the crowd 
old Gwgy and a fon of his, who foon made him underftand that they wanted to din« 
with him j and accordingly he brought them, and two more on board. They all 
called them Areekes (or Kings) } but it is doubtful if any of them had the leaft pre- 
teniions to that title over the whole ifland. 
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When he got them on board, he went with them all over the flup, which they viewed 
with uncommon furprize and attention. They happened to have for their entertain- 
ment a kind of pie or pudding made bf plantains, and fome fort of greens whkh they 
had got from one of the natives. On this, and on yams, they made a hearty dinner ; 
for, as to the fait beef and pork, they would hardly tufte them. In the afternoon, 
having made each of them a prefent of % hatchet, a fpike-nail, and fome medals, 
they were condufted on Ihore. 

On the 19th, having nothing elfe to do, the captain went on fhore with fome wood- 
cutters, and finding a good number of the natives collefted about the landing- 
place as ufual, he diftributed among them all the articles he had with him, and then 
went on board for more. In lefs than an hour he returned, juft as the people were 
• getting fome large logs into the boat. At the fame time four or five of the natives ftcpped 
forward to fee what they were about, and as they did not allow them to come within 
certain limits, unlefs to pafs along the beach, the fentry ordered them back, which 
they readily complied with. — At this time Captain Cook having his eyes fixed on them, 
he obferved the fentry prefent his piece fas he thought at thefe men) and was juft 
going to reprove him for it, becaufe he had obferved that, whenever this was done, 
fome of the natives would hold up their arms, to let them fee they were equally 
ready. But he was aftonilhed beyond meafure when the fentry fired, for he faw not 
the leaft caufe. At this outrage moft of the people fled ; it w^ only a few he could 
prevail on to remain. As they ran off, he obferved one mim to fall j. and he was 
immediately lifted up by two others, who took him into the water, walhed his wound, 
and then led him off. Prefently after, fome came and deferibed to the captain the 
nature of his wound ; and he fent for the furgeon. As foon as he arrived, the captain 
w'cnt with him to the man, whom they found expiring. The ball had ftrude his 
left arm, which was much fhattered, and then entered his body by the fliort ribs, 
one of which was broken. The rafc^l who fired, pretended that a man had laid an 
arrow acrofs his bow, and was going to fhoot at him, fo that he apprehended himfelf in 
danger. But this was no more than they had always done,hnd with no other view tharii 
to fhew they were anned as well as they ; at leaft there was reafon to think fo, as they 
never went farther. What made this incident the more unfortunate was, it not 
appearing to be the man who bent the bow that was fliot, but one who ftood by 1^. 
Ihis affair threw the natives into the utmoft conftemation ; and the few th# were 
prevailed on to ftay, ran to the plantations and brought cocoa-nuts, &c. which they laid 
dowr^ at their feet. So foon were thefe daring people humbled! When the captain 
went on board to dinner they all retired, and only a few appeared in the afternoon, 
among whom was Paowang. He proraifed to bring fruit, &c. the next morning, but 
their early departure put it out of his power. 

On the 20th of Auguft they put to fea. Thefe people had not the leaft knowledge of 
iron ; confequently, nails and iron tools, beads, &c. .which had fo great a run at the 
more eaftern ifles, were of no confideratbn here ; and cloth can be of no ufe to people 
who go naked. 

In this ifland hogs did not feem to be fcarce but they faw not many fowls. Thefe 
are the only domeftic animals they have. Land birds are not more numerous than at 
#taheite, and the other, iflands ; but they met with fome fmall birds, with a very 
beautiful plumage, which they had never feen before. There is as great a variety xj£ 
trees and plants here as at any ifland they touched at, where their Imtanifts had lime' 
to'^xaniine. The captain never faw any fort of filhing-tackle amongft them, noir any 
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one out Mung/ except on the fhoals, or along the Ihores of the harbour, where they 
would watch to ftrike with a dart fuch hlh as came within their reach ; and in this w^ 
diw wire e]q>ert. They feemed much to admitfe the European manner of catching filn 
with the feine. 

Thefe people are of the middle fize, rather flehder than otherwife ; many are little, 
but few tall or ftout ; the moft of thent have good features, and agreeable counte- 
nances j they feem to excel in the ufe of arms, but not to be fond of labour. They 
never would put a hand to aflift in any work they were carrying on, which the people 
of the other iflands ufed to delight in. They make the females do the moft laborious 
work, as if they were pack-horfes. A woman has been feen in this idand, carrying a 
large bundle on her back, or a child on her back, and a bundle under her arm, and 
a fellow ftrutting before her with nothing but a club or fpear, or fome fuch thing. 

The women are not beauties ; but they are handfome enough for the men, and too 
handfome for the ufe that is made of them. Both fexes are of a very dark colour, 
but not black ; nor have they the leaft charafteriftic of the negro about them. They 
.make themfelves blacker than they really arc, by painting their faces with a pigment 
of the colour of black lead. They alfo ufe another fort which is red, and a third fort 
brown, or a colour between red and black. All thefe, but efpecially the firft, they 
lay on, with a liberal' hand, not only on the face, but on the neck, ihoulders, and 
breaft. The men wear nothing but a belt, and a wrapping leaf. The women have a 
kind of petticoat made of the fihments of the plantain tree, flags, or fome fuch thing, 
which reaches below the knee. Both fexes wear ornaments, fuch as bracelets, ear- 
rings, necklaces, and amulets. The bracelets are chiefly worn by the men j fome 
made of fea-lhells, and others of thofe of the cocoa-nut. 

With darts they kill both birds and fifh, and are fure of hitting a mark within the 
compafs of the crown of a hat, at the diftance of eight or ten yards j but, at ’double 
that diftance, it is chance if they hit a mark the fize of a man’s body, though they 
will throw the weapon fixty or feventy yards. They always throw with all their might, 
let the diftance be what it tvill. Darts, bows, and arrows are to them what raufquets 
are to Europeans. < 

Mr. Wales, fpeaking of their dexterity, fays, “ I inuft confefs I have been oft^ 
led to think the feats which Homer reprefents his heroes as perfonning with their 
fpears, a little too much of the marvellous to be admitted into an heroic poem ; I 
mean when confined within the ftrait ftays of Ariftotle. Nay, even fo great an advo- 
cate for him as Mr. Pope, acknowledges them to be furprifing. But fince I haye feen 
what thefe people can do with their wooden fpears, and them badly pointed, and not of 
a very hard nature, I have not the leaft exception to any one paflage in that great poet 
on this account. But, if I fee fewer exceptions, I can find infinitely more beauttes 
in him ; as he has, I think, fcarce an adion, circumftance, or defeription of any kind 
whatever, relating to a fpear, which I have not feen and recognifed amongft tfaefe 
people ; as their whirling motion, and whiftling noife, as they fly ; their quivering 
motion, as they ftick in the ground when they ‘fall j their meditating their aim, when they 
are going to throw ; and their fliaking them in their hand as they go along,” &c. &c. 

As foon as the boats were hoifted in they made fail, and ftretched to the eaftward, 
with a frefh gale at fouth eaft. Nothing material occurred till September 4tb, whqp 
looking foutn-eaft, the coaft feemed to terminate in a high .promontory, which the 
ca^n named Cape Colnett, after one of his midfhipmen, who firft dilcovered this 
laiui« After a few hours calm they got a breeze at fouth-eaft, juid fpent the nig^ 
ftandiog off and on. 


4 


Some 
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Some gaps or openings were feen on the 5th to lie all along the coaft, whether they 
pU^d up the coaft to the fouth-eaft or bore down to north-weft. They cWe the latter ; 
and after running two leagues down the outfide of the reef (for fuch it proved} they 
came before an opening that had the appearance of a good channel. They wanted to 
get on fliore to have an opportunity to obfcrve an eclipfe of the fun, which was foon 
to happen. With this view they bfought-tp, hoifted out two armed boats, and fent 
them to |bund the channel j ten or twelve large failing canoes being then near them. 
They bad obferved them coming off from the lliore ail the morning, from different 
parts ; and fome w'ere lying on the reef, filhing, as they fuppofed. As foon as they all got 
together, they came down in a body, and were pretty near when they were hoifting 
out their boats, which probably gave them fome alarm ; for, without flopping, they 
hauled in for the reef, and the Ihip’s boat followed them. 

The boats having made a fignal for a channel, they flood in. Their founding w'as 
from fifteen to twelve fathoms, which fliallowed gradually as they approached the 
fhore, when they anchored in five fathoms. 

They had hardly got to an anchor, before they were furrounded by a great number 
of the natives, in llxteen or eighteen canoes, the moft of whom were without any 
fort of w'capons. At firft they were lliy of coming near the fliip j but in a ftiort time 
they prevailed on the people in one boat to get clofc enough to receive fome prefents. 
Thefe they lowered down to them by a rope, to which, in return, they tied two fifh 
that flunk intolerably. I'hcfe mutual exchanges bringing on a kind of confidence, 
two ventured on board the (hip ; and prefently after, ftie was filled with them, and 
they had the company of feveral at dinner in the cabin. Peafe foup, fait beef, and 
pork, they had no curiofity to tafte ; but they eat of fome yams. Like all the nations 
they had lately fecit, the men were almofl naked. I'hey were curious in examining 
every part of the (hip, wiiich they viewed with uncommon attention. They had not 
the lead knowledge of goats, hogs, dogs, or cats, and had not even a name for one 
of them. 'J hey Teemed fond of large (pike-nails, and pieces of red cloth, or indeed 
any other colour ; but red was their favourite. 

After dinner, the captain went on fliore with two armed boats, having with them 
one of the natives w'ho had attached himfelf to him. They landed on a fandy beach 
belbre a vafl number of people, who had got toge ther with no other intent than to fee 
them ; for many of them had not a flick in their hands ; confequcntly they were re- 
ceived with great courtefy, and wiiJi the furprife natural for people to exprefs, at feeing 
men^Lwd things fo new to them as they mufl be. The captain made prefents to all 
thofe his new friend pointed out, who were either old men, or fuch as feemed to be 
of fome note ; but he took not the lead notice of a few women who flood behind the 
crowd, keeping back the captain’s hand when he was going to give them fome beads 
and medals. Here they found a chief, whofe name was Teabooma ; and they had not 
been on (hore above ten minutes, before he called for filence. Being inftantly obeyed 
by every individual prefent, he made a (liort fpcech ; and foon after another chief having 
called for filence, made a fpeech alfo. It was pleafing to fee with what attention they 
were heard. I'heir fpeeches were compofed of (hort fentences ; to each of which tw6 
or three old men anfwered by nodding their beads, and giving a kind of grunt, figni- 
fkant of approbation. It^ Was impollible for them to know the purport of thefe 
fpeeches ; but they hadjj^fon to think they were favourable to them, on whofe ac- 
count they doubtlefs wC)^ made. The natives condudled them, upon enquiring for 
water, about two ntileS round the coafl, to a little draggling village, near feme liUBi- 
groves j there they landed, and were (hewn frelh water. The ground near this vil- 
lage 
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hge was finely cultivated, being laid ofit. in plantations of fugar^canes, plantains, 
yams, and other roots. They heard the, crowing of cocks, but faw none. Some roots 
were baking on a fii*e, in an earthen jar, which would have held fix or eight gal- 
. Ions ; nor djd they doubt its being their own manufacture. As they proceeded up 
' the creek, Mr. Forfter having, (hot a duck flying over their heads, which was the firft 
jife thefe people faw made of fire-arms, the native, whom Captain Cook diftinguilhed 
by the name of his friend, begged to have it ; and when he landed, told his country- 
in«i in what manner it was killed. The day being far fpent, and the tide not permit- 
ting them to flay longer in the creek, they took leave of the people, and got on board 
a little after fun-fot. 

Next morning they were vifited by fome hundreds of the natives ; fome coming in 
canoes, and others fwimming off j fo that before ten o’clock, their decks, and all 
other parts of the fhip, were quite full. The captain’s friend, who was of the number, 
brought him a few roots, but all the others came empty in refpeCt to eatables. Some 
few had with them their arms, fuch as clubs and darts, which they exchanged for 
nails, pieces of cloth, &c. Next day Mr. Wales, accompanied by Lieutenant Clerk, 
went to make preparations for obferving the eclipfe of the fun, which was to be in the 
afternoon. 

In the evening, the captain went alhore to the watering-place. Excellent wood for 
fuel was here, tar more convenient to procure than water, but this was an article they 
did not want. About feven o’clock in the evening of September 6th, died Simon 
Monk, their butcher, a man much efteemed in the thip ; his death was occafioned by 
a fall down the forc-hatch-way the precedmg night. 

This afternoon a fith being ftruck by one of the natives near the watering-place, the 
captain’s clerk purchafed it, and font to him after his return on board. It was of a 
new fpecies, fomething like a fun-filh, with a large, long, ugly head. Halving no 
fufpicion of its being of a poifonous nature, they ordered it to be drefled for fupper ; 
but, very luckily, the (Operation of drawing and deferibing took up fo much time, that 
it was too late, fo that only the liver and roe was drefled, of which the two Mr. ForC- 
ters and the captain did but tafte. About three o’clock in the morning, they all found 
themfelves feized with an extraordinary weaknefs and numbnefs all over their limbs. 
The captain had almoft loft the fenfe of feeling ; nor could he diftinguilh between 
ligh,t and heavy bodies, of fuch as he had ftrength to move j a quart pot, full of 
waiter, and a feather, being the fame in his hand. They each of them took an emetic, 
and after that a fweat, which gave them much relief. In the morning, one of the pigs, 
which had eaten the entrails was found dead. When the natives came on board and 
faw the fifh hang up, they immediately gave them to underftand it was not wholefome 
food, and expreffed the utmoft abhorrence of it ; though no one was obferved to do 
this when the fifh was to be fold, or even immediately after it was purchafed. 

On the 8th, the guard and a party of men were on fhore as ufual. In the afternoon 
the captain received a melTage from the officer, acquainting him that Teabooma the 
chief was come, with a prefent, confifting of'a few yams and fugar-canes. In return, 
he fent him, amongft other articles, a dog and a bitch, both young, but nearly full 
grown. The dog was red and white, but the bitch was all red, or the colour of an 
Englifh fox. The captain fays, he mentions this, becaufe they may prove the Adam 
and Eve of their fpecii's in that omntry. When the officer returned on board in the 
evening, he informed the captain that the chief came, attended by about twenty men, 
fo that it looked like a vifit of ceremony. It was fome time b^oae he would believe 
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tile dog and jbitch were intended for'^ him ; but as foon as he was convinced, hefeemed' 
lofe'in an excefs qf joy, ilnd fent them away, immediately. 

Hext morainlf early^ die 9th, Lieuteijant Pickerfgill aqd Mr. Gilbert were fent^with 
iJie launch arid cutter to explore the coaft to the well. The two Mr. ;Forfters and 
the captaiq were confined on board,' though much better., a good fweat having had ’ 
an happy effeft. In the afternoon, a man was feen, both alhore and along fide the;, 
Ihip, 'faid to be as white as an European. From the account obtained of this circum- 
llance,' hll whitenels did not proceed from hereditary defcent, but from chance or 
fome difeafe. 

On the 10th, a party was fent on Ihore as ufual, and Mr. Forfter was fo well re. , 
covered as to go out botanizing. 

. In the evening of the nth, the boats returned, when the captain was informed, 
the cutter "was near being loll, by fuddenly filling with water, which obliged them to 
throw feveral things overboard, before they could free her and Hop the leak flie had 
fprung. From a filhing canoe, which they met coming in from the reefs, they got as 
much fifli as they could eat ; and they were received by Teabi, the chief of the ille 
of Balabea, and the people, who came in numbers to fee them, with great courtefy. 
In 'order not to be too much crowded, they drew a line on the ground, and gave the 
natives to underftand they were not to come within it. This reftriftion they obferved ; 
and one of them foon after turned it to his own advantage : for happening to have a 
few cocoa-nuts, which one of the failors wanted to buy, and he was unwilling to part 
with, he walked off, and was followed by the man who wanted them. On feeing this 
he fat down on the fand, made a circle round him, as he had feen them do, and 
fignified that the other was not to come within it j which was accordingly obferved. 
This llory, the captain fays, was well attefted. 

In the jifternoon of the 1 2th, the captain went on fliore, and on a large tree, which 
flood clofe to the fliore, near the watering place, had an infeription cut, fetting forth 
the fliip’s name, dale, &c. as a teflimony of their being the firll difeoverers of this 
country, as he had done at all others at which they had touched, where this ceremony 
was neceffary. This being done, they took leave of the natives, and returned on board ; 
when he ordered all the boats to be hoilled in, in order to be ready to put to fea 
in the morning. < 

The people of this ifland are llrong, robufl, a£live, and well-made ; they are a}fo 
courteous and friendly, and not in the leall addicted to pilfering, which is more tfiiia 
can be faid of any other nation in this fea. They are nearly of the fame colour as 
the nalives of Tanna, but have better features, more agreeable countenances, and are 
a much llouter race ; a few being feen who meafured fix feet four inches. Thdr hair 
and beards are in general black. The former is very much frizzled ; fo that, at firft 
fight, it appears like that of a negro. It is, neverthelefs, very different ; though both 
coarfer and ftronger. Some who wear it long, tie it up on the crown of the head ; 
others fuffer only a large lock to grow on each fide, which they tie up in clubs } many 
others, as well as all the women, wear it cropped fliort. Thefe*' rough heads nioft 
probably want frequent fcratching ; for which purpofe they have a mofl: excellent in- 
flrument. This is a kind of comb made of (licks of hard wood, from feven to nine 
or ten inches long, and about the thicknefs of knitting needles. A nurojjer of thefe, 
feldom exceeding twenty, but generally fewer, are fallened together at one end, pa^ 
rallel to, and ne» i-ioth'itof an inch from each other. The other ends,' which area 
little pointed, will fgre^ but or open like the flicks of a flm, by which means they 
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can beat up the quarters of a hundred lice af a time. Thefe combs, pr fciUtchers, for 
they fefve both purpofes, they always wear in their hair on one fide of their hea4. ^Xhe 
people of Tanna have an inftrument of this kind for the fame ufe j biTt theirs is 
forked, never exceeding three or four prongs, and fumetimes only a fraall pointed 
flick. Their beards, which are of the fame crifp nature as their hair, are for tpe moft 
part worn lliort. Swelled and ulcerated legs and feet are common among the nKen, 
as alfo a fwelling of the fcrotum. It is not known whether this isoccafioned by; difeafe, 
of by the mode of applying the .wrapper, w’hich they ufe as at Tanna and Mallicollo. 
This is their only covering, and is generally made of the bark of a tree, but forae- 
times of leaves. The fmall pieces of cloth, paper, &c. which they got from them, 
were commonly applied to this ufe. Some had a kind of concave, cylindrical, fliff 
black cap, which appeared to be a great ornament among them ; and they fuppofed 
was only worn by men of note, or warriors. A large Iheet of flrong paper, when 
they got one in exchange for arty thing, was generally applied to this ufe. 

I'heir houfts, or at leaft moft of tliem, are circular ; fomething like a bee hive, and 
full as clofe and warm. The entrance is by a fmall door, or long fquarc hole, jufi: 
big enough to admit a man bent double. 'I he fide-walls are about four feet and a half 
high ; but the roof is lofty, and ])eakc’d to a point at the top ; above which is a polt 
or flick of wood, which- is generally ornamented either with carving, or (hells, or both. 
In moft of them they found two fire-places, and commonly a fire burning ; and as 
there was no vent for the fmoke but by the door, the whole houfe was both fmoky and 
hot, infomuch that they, who were not ufed to fuch an atmofpliere, could hardly 
endure it a moment. 

In fome refpefts their habitations are neat ; for, befidcs the ornaments at top, there 
were fome with carved Joor-pofts. Upon the whole, their houfes are better calc'.ilated 
for a cold than a hot climate ; and as tlierc are no partitions in them, they can have 
little privacy. 

They have no great variety of houfeholJ utenfils ; earthen jars being the only article 
worth notice. Each family has, at leaft, one of them ; in which they bake their roots, 
and perhaps their fifh,, See. I he fire, by which they cook their victuals, is on the 
outfide of each houfe, in the open air. 

I'hcy fubfift chiefly on roots and fifh, and the bark of a tree, which alfo grows in 
the Weft Indies. This they roaft, and are almoft continually chewing. Water is 
their only liquor ; at leaft, they never faw any other made ufe of. It feems to be a 
country unable to fupport many inhabitants. Nature has been lefs bountiful^iu- it 
than to any other tropical ifland known in this fea. The greateft part of its furface 
confifts of barren rocky mountains j and the grafs, &c. growing on them is ufelefs*tQ 
people who have no cattle. 

Nevcrthelefs, here are fcvcral plants, &c. common to the eaftern and northern 
iflands, and even a fpecies of the paflion-flower, which has never before been known 
to grow wild any where but in America. The^botanifts did not complain for want of 
employment at this place ; every day bringing to light fomething new in botany or 
other branches of natural hiftory. Land-birds, indeed, are not numerous, but feverai 
are new ; or at leaft fuch as they neyer faw before. 

All their endeavours to get the name of the whole ifland, proved ineSe£lual. Pro- 
bably, it is too large for them to know by one name. Wheneyer they made- this in- 
quiry, they always gave them the name of fome diftrift or place, which they pointed 
to. Hence Captain Cook imagines that the country is divided wto* feverai diftrifts, 
each governed by a'^ebief : but they know nothing of the extent of his power. Balade 
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was the name of the diflrift they were at, and Teabooma the chief. He lived on the 
other fide of the ridge of hills, fo that they had but little of his company, and there- 
fore could not fee much of his power. Tea feems to be a title prefixed to the names 
of all, or moift of their chiefs or great men. The captain was by one of their prin- 
cipal men called Tea Cook. * 

Their filhing implements are turtle nets, made of the filaments of the plantain-tree 
twilled ; and fmall hand-nets, with very minute melhes, made of fine twine, and filh- 
gigs. I’heir general method of filhing, is to lie on the reefs in Ihoal water, and to 
ftrike the fifli that may come in their way. 

The women of this country, and likewife thofe of Tanna, are far more chafte than 
thofe of the moll ealtern illands. The captain fays, he never heard that one of his 
people obtained the leaft favour from any one of them. The ladies here would fre- 
quently divert themfclvcs, by going a little afide with the officers, as if they meant to 
be kind to them, and then would run away, laughing at them. Whether this was 
challify or coquetry, cannot be determined, nor is it material, fince the confcquences 
were the fame. 

Every thing being in readinefs to put to fea, at run-rife, on the 13th of September, 
they weighed, and with a fine gale at ea(l-by-fouth, flood out for the fame channel they 
came in by. 

Nothing remarkable occurred till the 28th in the evening, when two low iflots were 
fecn bearing weft-by-fouth, and as they were conncclt'd by breakers, which feemed to 
join thofe on their llarboard, it became necelfary to haul off fouth-wclt, in order to get 
clear of them, At three, more breakers appeared, extending from the low iiles to- 
wards the fouth-eafl. They now hauled out clofe to the wind, and in an hour and an 
halfnWere almoll all on board the breakers, and obliged to tack. From the mall- 
hcad, they were fecn to extend as far as eafl-fouth-eall, and the fmoothnefs of the fea 
made it probable that they extended to the north of cad, and that they were in a 
manner furrounded by them. 

They fpent the night in making fliort boards, under tht terrible apprehenfion, every 
moment, of falling on forae of the many dangers which furrounded them. 

Day-light fhewed that their fears were not ill-founded, and that they had been in 
the mod imminent danger, having had breakers continually under their lee, and at a 
very little didance from them. They owed their fafety to the interpofition of Provi- 
dence, a good look-out, and the very brifk manner in which the fliip was managed ; 
forprs they were Handing to the north, the people on the lee gangway and forecadle 
faw breakers under the Ice-bow, which they efcaped by quickly tacking the (hip. 

•They were now almod tired of a coad which they could no longer explore, but at 
the rifque of lofing the Ihip, and ruining the whole voyage. 

The fhip was at this time conducled by an officer placed at the mafl-head : foon 
after, with great difficulty, they arrived within a mile of land, and were obliged to 
-anchor in thirty-nine fathoms water ; they then hoifted out a boat, in which the captain 
went afhore, accompanied by the botanids. Here they found fevcral tall trees, which 
had been obferved before at a confidcrable didance ; they appeared to be a kind of 
fpruce pine, very proper for fpars, of which they were in want : after making this dif- 
covery, they haftened qn board, in order to have more time after dinner, when they 
landed again with two boats, accompanied by feveral of the officers and gentlemen, 
having with them the carpenter and fome of the crew, to cut down fuch trees as were 
wanting. 1 

The 
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The little Me upon which they landed i» a mere fand-bank, not exceeding three- 
fourths of a mile in circuit, and on it, befides thefe pines, grew Etos tree of Ota- 
heite, and a variety of other trees, flirubs, and plants. Thefe gave fufEcient employ- 
ment to the botanills, all the time they ftaid upon it, and occafioned the captain’s 
calling it Botany Ifle. On it were feveral water-fnakes, fome pigeons and doves, feem- 
ingly different from any they had feen. One of the officers ffiot a hawk, which proved 
to be of the very fame fort as the Engliffi fifliing-httwks. Several fire-places, branches 
and leaves very little decayed, remains of turtle, &c. fliewed that people had lately 
been on the ifle. The hull of a canoe lay wrecked in the fand. They were now no 
longer at a lofs to know of what trees they make their canoes, as they can be no other 
than thefe pines. 

They alfo found on the ifle a fort of feurvy-grafs, and a plant called by them Lamb’s 
Quarters, which, when boiled, eats like fpinage. 

Having got ten or twelve fmall fpars, to make ftudding fail booms, boats, marts, &c. 
and night approaching, they returned with them on board. 

The purpofe for which they anchored under this ifle being anfwcrcd, it was ncceffary 
to confider what was next to be done. They had, from the top-mart head, taken a 
view of the fea around, and obferved the whole, to the wort, to be rtrewed with fmall 
iflots, fand-banks, and breakers, to the utmort extent of their horizon. — ^This induced 
the captain to try to get without the ftioals ; that is, to the fouthward of them. 

Next morning, at day-break, the 30th of September, they got under fail. 

The wind continuing at fouth-weft, wert-fouth-wert, and weft, blowing a frefh gale, 
and now and then fqualls, witli fliowers of rain, they rteered to the fouth-fouth-caft, 
without meeting with any remarkable occurrence till near noon on the 6th of Oftober, 
when it fell calm. In the afternoon, they had a boat in the water, and Ihot two alba- 
trofl’es, which were geefe to them. ^J'hey had feen one of this kind of birds the day 
before, which was the firrt they obferved fince they had been within the tropic. 

In the evening of the 8th, Mr. Cooper having rtruck a porpoife with a harpoon, 
it was neceflfary to bring to, <md have two boats out, before they could kill it, and get 
it on board. It was fix feet long ; a female of that kind, which naturalirts call dolphins 
of the ancients, and which difters from the other kind of porpoife in the head and 
jaw, having them long and pointed. This had eighty-eight teeth in each jaw. The 
haflet and leanfleffi were to them a fcart. The latter was a little liverifh, but had not 
the leart fifliy tarte. It was eaten roarted, broiled, and fried, firrt foaking it in warm 
water. Indeed, little art was wanting to make any thing frefh palateable to thofe who 
had been living fo long on fait meat. 

They continued to rtretch to wert-fouth-wert till the loth, when at day-break they 
difeovered land, bearing fouth-wert, which on a nearer approach they found to Jie 'an 
ifland of good height, and five leagues in circuit. It was named Norfolk Ifle, in 
honour of the noble family of Howard. After dinner a party embarked in two boats, 
and landed on the ifland without any difficulty, behind fome large rocks, which lined 
part of the coaft. * 

They found it uninhabited, and W’ere undoubtedly the firrt that ever fet foot on it. 
They obferved many trees and plants common at New Zealand ; and, in particular, the 
flax plant, which is rather more luxuriant here than in any part of that country ; but 
the chief produce is a fort of fpruce pine, which grows in Abundance, and to a large 
fiae, many of the trees bdng as thick, breaft high, as two men could fathom, and 
exceedingly flraight and tall. It is a good deal like the Qudbec ginj . For about two 
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hu|)dred yards from the fhore, the ground is covered fo difck with (hrubs'and plants, 
as hardly to be penetrated farther inland. The woods were perfedly clear and free 
from underwood, and the foil fecmed,rich and deep. 

They found the fame kind of pigeons, parrots, and parroquets as in New Zealand, 
rails, and forae fmall birds. The fea-fowl are white bqobies, gulls, terns, &c. which 
breed, undifturbed on the (hores, and in the cliffs of the rocks. 

On the ifle is freffi water ; and cabbage-palm, wood-forrel, fow-thiffle, and famphire, 
-fabounding in fome places on the ffiore ; they brought on board as much of each fort 
as the time they had to gather them would admit. 

The approach of night brought them all on board, when they hoifted in the boats, 
and ftretched to eaft-north-caft. 

After leaving Norfolk Ifle, they fleered for New Zealand, intending to touch at 
Queen Charlotte’s Sound, to refrefli the crew, and put the fliip in a condition to 
encounter the fouthern latitudes. 

On the I yth, at day-break, they faw Mount Egmont, which was covered with ever- 
lafling fnow, bearing fouth-eafl-half-eafl. I’heir diflance from the Ihore was about 
eight leagues. 

On the 1 8th, at eleven o’clock, they anchored before Ship Cove ; the flrong flurries 
from oft' the land not permitting them to get in. 

In the afternoon, as they could not move the ftiip, the captain went into the Cove, 
with the feine, to try to catch fome filh. The firfl thing he did after landing, was to 
look for the bottle he left hid when laft here, in which was the memorandum. It was 
taken away, but by whom it did not appear. Two hauls with the feine producing only 
four fmall fifli, they in fome meafure made up for this deficiency by Ihooting feveral 
birds, which the flowers in the garden had drawn thither, as alfo fome old fliags, and 
by rtJbbing the nefls of fome young ones. 

Being little wind next morning, they weighed and warped the fliip into the Cove, and 
there moored with the two bowers. Here the forge was crofted, and the fliip and 
rigging repaired. The captain gave orders that vegetables (of which there were plenty) 
Ihould be boiled every morning with oat-meal and portable broth for breakfall, and 
with pcafe and broth every day for dinner, for the whole crew, over and above their 
ufual allowance of fait meat. 

In the afternoon, as Mr. Wales was fetting up his obfervatory, he difeovered that 
feveral trees, which were Handing when they laft failed from this place, had been cut 
down with faws and axes. It w'as therefore now no longer to be doubted that the 
Adventure had been in this Cove after they had left it. 

Nothing remarkable happened till the 24th, when, in the morning, two canoes were 
feeh'cpming down the Sound ; but as foon as they perceived the Ihip, they retired 
behind a point on the weft fide. A 1 ter breakfaft, they went in a boat to look for them ; 
and as they proceeded along the Ihore, they fliot feveral birds. The report of the 
mufquets gave notice of their approach, and the natives difeovered themfelves in Shag 
Cove by hallooing to them. The moment they landed, they knew them. Joy then 
took place of fear ; and the reft of the natives hurried out of the woods, and em- 
braced them over and over again, leaping and Ikipping about like madmen ; but it 
was obferved that they would not fuffer fome women, whom they faw at a diftance, 
to come near them. After they had made them prefents of hatchets, knives, and 
what elfe they had with them, they gave in return a large quantity of filh, which they 
had juft caught. 1 After a Ihort ftay, they took leave, and went on board. 
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Next niorning early, the inhabitants paid them a vifit on board, and brought with 
them a quantity of fine fifh, which they exchanged for Otaheitean cloth, &c. and then 
returned to their habitations. , 

€)n the 26th, the natives brought a plentiful fupply of fifli. 

On the 28th, a party went, a (hooting to Weft Bay, and came to the place where 
they left the hogs and fowls j but faw no veftiges of them, nor of any body having 
been there fincc. In thtir return, having vifited the natives, they got fome fiih 1 ® 
exchange for trifles which they gave them. As they were coming away, Mr. ForfS# 
thought he heard the fqueaking of a pig in the woods, clofe by their habitations ; pro- 
bably they may have thofe they left with them when laft here. In the evening, they 
got on board with about a dozen and a half of wild-fowl, (hags, and fea-pies. The 
fportfmen who had been out in the woods near the Ihip, were more fuccefsful among 
the fmall birds. 

On the 6th, their old friends having taken up their abode near them, one whofe 
name was Pedro, (a man of fome note) made the captain a prefent of a ftafF of honour, 
fuch as the chiefs generally carry. In return, he dreflfed him in a fuit of old clothes, 
of which he was not a little proud. He had a fine perfon, and a good prefence, and 
nothing but his colour diftinguiihed him from an European. Having got him and 
another into a communicative mood, he began to inquire of them if the Adventure 
had been there during his abfcnce; and they gave him to underftand, in a manner 
which admitted of no doubt, that, foon after they were gone, fhe arrived j that Ihe 
ftaid between ten and twenty days, and had been gone ten months. 

After breakfaft, he took a number of hands, in order to catch a fow that had been 
there for fome time (her companion having been killed) to put her to the boar and 
remove her to fome other place ; but they returned without feeing her. Some of the 
natives hud been there 'not long before, as their fires were yet burning j and they had 
undoubtedly taken her away. 

The 8th, they ptit two pigs, a boar and a fow, on fhore, in the cove next Cannibal 
Cove; fo that it is hardly polfible all the methods the captain has taken to flock this 
country with thefe animals fhould fail. 

On the 9th, the natives having brought a very large and feafonablc fupply of fifh, 
the captain bcilovvcd on Pedro a prefent of an empty oil-jar, which made him as happy 
as a prince. 

In the afternoon, a party went on fhore into one of the coves, where two families 
of the natives were varioufly employed ; fome fleeping, fome making mat^ others 
roafting fifh and fern-roots, and one girl was heating of ftoncs. As foon ns the ftones 
were hot, fhe took them out of the fire, and gave them to an old woman who was 
fitting in the hut. She placed them in a heap, laid over them a handful 0/ green 
celery, and over that a coarfe mat, and then fquatted herfelf down, on her heels, on 
the top of all ; thus making a kind of Dutch warming-pan, on which flie fat as clofe 
as a hare on her feat. The captain fays, he fliould hardly have mentioned this ope- 
ration, if he had thought it had no other view*than to warm the old woman’s backfide. 
He rather fuppofes it was intended to cure fome diforder fhe might have on her, which 
the fleams arifing from the green celery might be a fpecific for. ,, 

On the I oth of November, they weighed and flood out of the Sound, and fleered 
for Cape Campbell. At four in the afternoon, they paffed 'the cape, at the diftance 
of four or five leagues. 

Next morning the wind veered round by the well to fouth, and «forced» them more 
to the call than they had any view of going. The capiun’s intention now was to 
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crofe*t]t)is vaft ocean, fo as to pafs over tliofe parts wliiclffwere left unex|flored thet. 
preceding fummer. 

On Saturday the 1 7th of December they made the land, extending from north-eaft- 
by-north to eaft-by-fouth about fix leagues diftant. On this difcovery, they wore md 
brought-to, with the Ihip’s head to the fouth ; and having founded, found leventy-five 
fathoms water, the bottom Itone and Ihclls. The land now before them could be no 
other than the weft coaft of Terra del Fuego, and near the weft entrance of the ftraits 
of Magalhaens. 

I’his was the firft run that had been made dircftlyacrofs this ocean in a high fouthern 
latitude. The captain fays, he never made a paflage, any where, of fuch length, where 
fo few interefting circumftances occurred ; for, the variation of the compafs excepted, 
he met with nothing elfe worth notice. Here they took their leave of the South 
Pacific Ocean. 



AN ABSTRACT OF CAPTAIN COOK’S LAST VOYAGE. 


Begun in 1776, and Jinip^ed in 1780. 


PART I. 

Tranfadions from the Commencement of the Voyage in February 1776, io the quitting of 

New Zealand in February 1777. 

C AFFAIN COOK and Captain Clerkc received their commiffions for making dif- 
coveries in the northern hcmifphere, in order to determine the pofition and extent 
of the weft fule of North America, its diftance from Afia, and the praiflicability of a 
northern paft'age to Europe. 

Captain ('ook was appointed to tlic command of His Majefty’s floop the Refolution, 
and Captain Clerke to that of the Difeovery, a fhip of three hundred tons burthen, 
purchnl'ed into the forvice. 

'Ihey immediately prepared for their voyage, by taking on board all the necelTary 
(lores, and a confiderabie quantity of iron tools and trinkets, which might enabl,?-them 
to cultivate a friendly intercourfe with the inhabitants of fuch countries as they mightt 
be fortunate enough to meet with ; they alfo took fome live ftock, confiding of (heep, 
two cows with their calves, and a bull ; they were likewife furniflied with a quantity of 
European garden-feeds, which could not fail of being valuable prefents to the new 
difeovered iflands. 

As they were to touch at Otaheite, in their way to the intended fccne of frefli ope- 
rations, they were ordered to carry Omai back to his native country. He left London 
with a mixture of regret and fatisfaclion : when he talked of his frit rids in England, 
it was with difficulty he refrained from tears ■, but the inftant the converlation turned 
to his own country, his eyes fparkled with joy. He w'as loaded with present *of con- 
fiderabie value by His Majefly, Lord Sandwich, Mr. Banks (now Sir Jofeph), and 
other perfons of diftin^lion. 

Several months were fpent in preparation for this long and important voyage ; both 
the (hips arrived in Plymouth Sound on the 30th of June ; here they made a fhort 
(lay to take in fome additional provifions, to replace what had been expended, alfo a 
quantity of port-wine ; and the petty officcr« and feamen received two months’ wages 
in advance. Contrary winds, and other circumftanccs of little confequipnee, prevented 
their clearing the Channel till the i4ih of July in the evening. There, were on board 
the tw'o (hips one hundred and ninety-tw'o perfons, officers included. 

Nothing very Intcrcjiing happened from the ^th of Dccemlfer till the 26th of January^ 
•when they arrived at Van Diemcn*s Land.; where, asfoon as they had anchored in rld- 
venture Bay, Captain Cook fa’ys, — I ordered the boats to be hoiked oiit. In one of 
them I went myfclf, to look for the raoft commodious place for fumilhing ourfelves 
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witb the neceifary fupplies; atod Captaih Clerke went ill , his boat uj^n^ the ^nne 
ferwJe. ''' ' 

Next morning early, I fent Lieutenant King to the eaft fide of the bay, with two 
parties ; one to cut wood, and the other grafs, under the proteftion of the inariles. 
For although, as yet, none of the natives had appeared,, there could be no doubt that 
rpme were in our neighbourhood : I alfo fent the launch for water ; and afterw’ards 
vifited all the parties niyfelf. In the evening we drew the feine at the head of tlie 
bay, and at one haul caught a great quantity of fiih. Moft of them were of that fort 
known to feamen by the name of elephant fifli. After this every one repaired on 
board with what wood and grafs we had cut, that we might be ready to fail wheneverthe 
wind fliould ferve. 

. In the afternoon, next day, we were agreeably furprifed, at the place where we were 
cutting wood, with a vifit from fome of the natives, eight men and a boy. They 
approach^ us from the woods, without betraying any marks of fear, for none of them 
had any weapons, except otic, who held in his hand a ftick about two feet long, and 
pointed at one end. 

They were quite naked, and w'ore no ornaments, unlefs wc confider as fnch, and as 
a proof of their love of finery, fome large pundurcs or ridges raifed on different parts 
of their bodies, fome in llraight, and others in curved lines. 

They were of common ftature, but rather ilonder. d'heir fivin was black, and 
alfo their hair, which was as woolly as that of any native of Guinea ; but they 
were not diftinguifhed by remarkably thick lips, nor flat nofes ; on the contrary, their 
features were far from being difagrecable. I’hey had pretty good eyes ; and their 
teeth were tolerably even, but very dirty. Moft of them had their hair and beards 
fmeared with a red ointment ; and fome had their faces alfo painted with the fame 
compsyfition. 

I'hey received every prefent we made to them without the Icaft appearance of 
fatisfadion. When fome bread was given, as foon as they underftood that it was to 
be eaten, they cither returned it, or threw it away, without -even tafting it. They alfo 
refufed fome elephant fifh, both raw and dreffed, which we offered to them ; but upon 
giving fome birds to them, they did not return thefe, and cafily made us comprehend 
that they were fond of fuch food. I had brought two pigs afhore, with a view to 
leave them in the woods. The inftant thefe came within their reach, they feized them, 
as a dog would have done, 6y the ears, and were for carrying them off immediately, 
with no other intention, as we could perceive, but to kill them. 

Being defirous of knowing the ufe of th.e ftick which one of our vifitors carried in 
his hand, I made figns to them to fhew me ; and fo far fucceeded, that one of them 
fet up a piece of wood as a mark, and threw at it, at the diftance of about twenty yards ; 
but wc had little reafon to commend his dexterity, for after repeated trials he was 
fUll very wide from the object. Omai, to fhew them how much fnperior our weapons 
were to theirs, then fired his mufquet at it ; which alarmed them fo much, that not- 
withftanding all we could dq^or fay, they ran inftantly into the woods. One of them 
was fo frightened, that he let drop an axe and two knives that had been given to him. 
From us, howqver, they went to the place where fome of the Difeovery's people were 
employed in taking water into their boat. The officer of that party, not knowing that 
they had paid us fo friendl'y a vifit, nor what their intent might be, fired a mufquet in 
the air, which fent them off with the greateft . precipitation. 

Thus ended ouij firft interview with the natives. Immediately after their final 
retreat, judging that their fears would prevent their remaining near enough to obferve 
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was paffin'g, '! Ordered the two pigs, b^ing a boat® and a £(j,w, to be carried ibbut 
a mile within the woods^ at the head^of the bay. I faw them left there by the lide of 
^ a freffj-.water brook. A young bull and a cow,«atid foine flieep and goats, were alfo, 
at Tif|l, intended to have been left by me, as an additional prefent to Van Diemen’s 
Land. But I foon laid afide* all thoughts of thisj from a perfuafioii that the natives, 
incapable of untying into my views of improving their country, would deftroy 
them. 

The morning of the 29th we had a dead calm, which continued all day, and 
effeftually prevented our failing. 1 therefore fent a party over to the eaft ppint of the 
bay to cut grafs, having been informed that fome of a fuperior quality grew there. 
Anothef party, to cut wood, was ordered to go to the ufual place, and I accompanied 
them myfelf. We had obferved feveral of the natives, this morning, fauntcring along 
the fhore, which affured us that though their conflernation had made them leave us fo 
abruptly the day before, they were convinced that we intended them no mifehief, and 
were defirous of renewing the intercourfe. It was natural that I Ihould wilh to be 
prefent on the occafion. 

We had not been long landed before about twenty of them, men and boys, joined 
us, without exprefling the leafl fign of fear or dillruft. There was one of this com- 
pany confpicuoufly def6i'med ; and who was not more diftinguilhable by the hump 
on his back, than by the drollery of his gefturcs, and the feeming humour of his 
fpeeches; which he was very fond of exhibiting, as we fuppofed, for our entertain- 
ment : but, unfortunately, we could not underftand him ; the language fpoken here 
being wholly unintelligible to us. It appeared to me, to be different from that fpoken 
by the inhabitants of the more northern parts of this country, whom I met with in my 
firft voyage ; which is not extraordinary, fince thofe we then faw, and thofe we then 
vifited, differ in many other refpefts. Nor did they feera to be fuch miterable 
wretches as the natives whom Dampier mentions to have feen on its weflern 
coafl. 

Some of our prefent gro'upe wore loofe round their necks three or four folds of 
fmall cord, made of the fur of forae animal ; and others of them had a narrow flip 
of the kangooroo Ikin tied round their ancles. I gave to each of them a firing of 
beads and a medal, which I thought they received with fome fatisfifticm. They 
feemed to fet no value on iron or on iron tools : they were even ignorant of the ufe of 
fifh-hooks, if we might judge from their manner of looking at fome of ours which 
we fhewed to them. . 

We cannot, however, fuppofe it to be poffiblc that a people who inhabit a fea-coaft, 
and who feem to derive no part of their fuflenance from the produclions of the 
ground, fhould not be acquainted with fome mode of catching fifh, though.w'e*did 
not happen to fee any of them thus emplo)ed, nor obferve any canoe or vefTel in which 
they could go upon the water. Their habitations were little fheds or hovels built of 
fticks, and covered with bark. We could alfo perceive evident figns of their fome- 
times taking up their abode in the trunks of Targe trees, which had been hollowed out 
by fire, moft probably for this very purpofe. » 

After flaying about an hour with the wooding party and the natives, as I could now 
be pretty confident that the latter were not likely to give the former any difturbance. 
Heft them, and went over to the grafs-cutters, and found that they had met with a 
fine patch. Having feen the boats loaded, I left that party, and returned on board to 
dinner ; where, fome dme after, Lieutenant King arrived^ ' 4 

From him I leamt that I had but juft left the Ihore, when feveral women and chil- 
dren made their appearance. Thefe finales Vore a kangooroo Ikin tied over the 
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Ihofjdcrs, and round the waift. But its only ufe feemed to be to fupport their chiir 
dren when carried on their backs ; for it did not cover thofe parts which moft nations 
conceal ; being, in all other refpefts, ^s naked as the men, and as black, and their 
bodies marked with fears in the fame manner. But in this they differed from the mtsn,' 
that though their hair was of the fame colour, feme of .them had their heads Com- 
pletely lliorn ; in others, this operation had been performed only on one fide, while 
the fell of them had all the upper' part of the head Ihorn clofe, leaving a circle of 
hair all round, fomewhat like the tonfure of the Romilh ccclefiaflics. Many of the 
children had fine features, and were thought pretty ; but of the perfonsof the women, 
d'pecially thofe advanced in years, a lefs favourable report was made. However, foiHe 
of the gentlemen belonging to the Difeovery, I was told, paid their addreffes, and 
'made liberal offers of prefents, which were needled with great difdain ; whether from 
a fenfe of virtue, or the fear of difpleafing their men, I fhall not pretend to determine. 
That this gallantry was not very agreeable to the latter, is certain ; for an elderly man, 
as foon as he obferved it, ordered all the women and children to retire, which they 
obeyed, though fome of them ffiewcd a little reluftance. 

Mr. Anderfon, my furgeon, with his ufual diligence, fpent the few days we remained 
m Adventure Bay, in examining the country. His account of its natural produdions, 
with which he favoured me, will more than compenfate for tny filencc about them : 
fome of his remarks on the inhabitants will fupply what 1 may have omitted or repre- 
fented imperfedly ; and his i'pecimen of their language, however fhort, will be 
thought worth attending to, by thofe who wifh to collect materials for tracing the 
origin of nations. I fhall only premife, that the tall ftraight forell-trces which Mr. An- 
derfon deferibes in the following account, are of a different fori from thofe which are 
found in the more northern parts of this coaft. The wood is very long and clolc- 
grairipd, extremely tough, fit for fpars, oars, and many other ufes ; and would, on 
occafion, make good malls (perhaps none better) if a method could be found to 
lighten it. Upon the whole, it has many marks of being naturally a very dry country; 
and perhaps might, independent of its wood, be compared to Africa, about the Cape 
of Good Hope, though that lies ten degrees farther northw'ard, rather than to New. 
Zealand, on its other fide, in the fame latitude, where we find every valley, however 
fmall, furnifhed with a confidcrable flrcani of water. It was remarked, that birds 
were feldom killed an hour or two, before they were almoff covered with fmall 
maggots, which I would rather attribute merely to the heat ; as we had not any 
reafon to fuppofe there is a peculiar difpofitioa in the climate to render fubftanccs foon 
putrid.* 

The only animal of the quadruped kind wc got, was a fort of opoffum, about twice the 
fize^of a large rat ; and is, moft probably, the male of that fpccies found at Endeavour 
River. It is of a dufky colour above, tinged with a brown or rufty call, and whitifli 
below. About a third of the tail, towards its tip, is white, and bare underneath, by 
which it probably hangs on the branches of trees, as it climbs thefe and lives on 
berries. 'I'he kangooroo, another animal found farther northward in New Holland, 
without doubt alfo inhabits here, as the natives we met with had fome pieces of their 
Ikins, and we feveral times faw animals, though indiftinSly, run from the thickets 
when we walked in the woods, which, from the fizc, could be no other. 

There are feveral forts V)f birds, but all fo fcarcc and fhy, that they are evidently 
haraffed by the natives, who, perhaps, draw much of their fubfiftence from them. 
In the woods, the yrincipal forts are large brown hawks, or eagles ; crows, nearly the 
fan 5 « as qurs in England ; yellowilh paroquets ; and large pigeons. There are alfo 
tJhatee or foqr fmall birds, one of which is of the thrulh kind; another fmall one, with 
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a pretty long tail, hap part of the head and neck of a moft beautiful azure coloup j 
from whence we named it motacylla cyanea. On the fhore were feveral common 
and fea gulls, a few black oyfter-catchers, or feaipies, and a pretty plover, of a ftone 
colotir, with a black hood. About the pond or lake behind the beach, a few 
wild ducks were feen ; and fome fliags ufcd to perch upon the high leaflefs trees near 
the fhore. # 

Some pretty large blackifli fnakes were feen in the woods ; and we killed a large, 
hitherto unknown, lizard, fifteen inches long, and fix round, elegantly clouded 
.with black and yellow j befides a fmall fort, of a brown gilded colour above, and 
rufty below. 

The fea affords a much greater plenty, and at leaft as great a variety as the land. 
Of thefe the clephant-fifh, or pejegallo, mentioned in Frazier’s Voyage, are the molt 
numerous ; and though inferior fo many other filh, were very palateable food. Several 
large rays, nurfes, and fmall leather-jackets were caught, with fome fmall white bream, 
which were firmer and better than thofe caught in the lake. We likewife got a few 
foies and flounders ; two forts of gurnards, one of them a new fpecies ; fome fmall 
fpotted mullet ; and very unexpeiledly, the fmall filh with a filver band on its fide, 
called atherina hepfelus, by llaffel([uilt. 

But that next in number, and fuperior in goodnefs, to the elephant-fifli, was a fort 
none of us recollected to have feen before. It partakes of the nature both of a round 
and of a flat fifli, having the eyes placed very near each other ; the fore-part of the 
body much flattened or dcprell'ed, and the rell rounded. It is of a brownilh fandy 
colour, with rully fpots on the upper part, and below. From the quantity of flime 
it was always covered with, it leems to live after the manner of flat-filh, at the 
bottom. 

Upon the rocks are plenty of mufcles, and fome other fmall Ihell-filli. There 'are 
alfo great numbers of fea-llars, fome fmall limpets, and large quantities of fponge ; 
one I’ort of which, that is thrown on Ihore by the fea, but not very common, has a 
moll delicate texture. • 

Many pretty Medufa’s heads were found upon the beach ; and the {linking laplyfia, 
or fea-harc, which, as mentioned by fome authors, has the property of taking off the 
hair by the acrimony of its juice } but this fort was deficient in this refpect. 

Infefts, though not numerous, are here in confiderable variety. Amongll them are 
grafshoppers, butterflies, and feveral forts of fmall moths, finelf variegated. There 
are two forts of dragon-flies, gad-flies, camel-flies, feveral forts of fpiders, an^fome 
fcorpions ; but the lall are rather rare. The moll troublefome, though not very 
numerous tribe of inlcfts, arc the mufquitoes ; and a large black ant, the pain of whofe 
bite is almoll intolerable, during the Ihort time it lalls. The mufquitoes, alfo, make 
up for the deficiency of their number, by the feverity of their venomous probofeis. 

The inhabitants whom w'e met with here, had little of that fierce or wild appearance 
common to people in their fituation ; but, on the contrary, feemed mild and cheerful, 
without referve, or jcaloufy of llrangcrs. This; however, may arife from their having 
little to lofe or care for. 

With refpeft to perfonal aftivity or genius, we can fay but little of either. They 
do not feem to pofl'efs the firft in any remarkable degree ; and as for the lall, they have, 
to appearance, lefs than even the half-animated inhabitants ol* Terra del Fuego, wh6 
have not invention fuflicient to make cloathing for defending themfelves from the 
rigour of their climate, though furnilhed with the materials. The fn|all Hick, rudely 
pointed, which one of them carried in his hand, was the only thmg we faw that required 
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mechanical exertion, if we excepgc the fixing on the feet of fome of them 
pieces of kangooroo Ikin, tied with thongs ; though it could not be learnt whether thefe 
were in ufe as ihoes, or only to defend fome fore. It muft be owned, however, they 
are mafters of fome contrivance in the manner of cutting their arms and bodies in Jinea 
of different lengths and direftions, which are raifed coijifiderably above the furface of 
the Ikin, fo that it is difficult to guefs the method they ufe in executing this embroidery 
of their perfons. ' 

Their colour is a dull black, and not quite fo deep as that of the African negroes. 
Their hair, however, is perfectly woolly, and it is clotted or divided into fmall parcels 
like that of the Hottentots, with the ufe of fome fort of greafe, mixed with a red paint 
or ochre which they fmear in great abundance over their heads. Their nofes, though 
not flat, are broad and full ; their eyes are of a middling fize, with the white lefs clear 
than in us j and though not remarkably quick or piercing, fuch as give a frank cheerful 
caft to the whole countenance. I’heir teeth are broad, but not equal, nor well fet ; 
and either from nature, or from dirt, not of fo true a white as is ufual among people 
of a black colour. Their mouths are rather wide; but this appearance feems 
heightened by wearing their beards long, and clotted with paint, in the fame manner as 
the hair on their heads. 

The following is a fpecimen of Van Diemen’s Land vocabulary. 

Quadney ' A woman. 

Eve'raiy The eye. 

Muidje, The nofe. 

Ka’my, The teeth, mouth, or tongue. 

Lae'renne, A fmall bird, a native of the woods here. 

Kofgeey The ear. 

No’onga, Elevated fears on the body. 

Teegera, To eat. 

Toga’ragOy I muft be gone, or, I will go. 

I have no doubt but we fhall find, on a diligent inquiry, .and when opportunities ofier 
to collect accurately a fufficient number of thefe words, and to compare them, that all 
the people from New Holland, eaftward to Eafter liland, have been derived from the 
fame common root. 

At eight o’clock iri the morning of the 30th of January, a light breeze fpringing up at 
weft, we weighed anchor, and put to fea from Adventure Bay. 

We purfued our courfe to the eaftward, without meeting any thing worthy of note, 
till the night between the 6th and 7th of February, when a marine belonging to the 
Difeovery fell overboard, and was never feen afterward. This was the fecond 
misfortune of the kind that had happened to Captain Clerke fince he left 
England. 

On the 1 6th of February, at four in the afternoon, we difeovered the land of New 
Zealand. • The part we faw, proved to be Rock’s Point, and bore fouth-eaft-by-fouth, 
about eight or nine leagues diftant. 

We had not been long at anchor in Queen Charlotte Sound, before feveral canoes, 
filled with natives, came alongfide of the Ihips ; but very few of them would venture 
on board ; which appeared the more extraordinary, as I was well known to them all. 
There was one man in particular amongft them, whom I had treated with remarkable 
kindnefs, during the whole of my ftay when I was laft here. Yet now, neither pro- 
feflions of friend^ip, nor prefents, could prevail upon him to come into the fliip. 
This Ihynefs was to be accounted for, only on this iuppofition, that they were appre- 
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henfive we had revifited their country, in-order to revenge the death of Captain 
Furneaux’s people. 

On the 13th we fet up two tents, one from eaph Ihip, on the fame fpot where we had 
pitched them formerly. The obfervatories were at the fame time erected; and 
Meflrs. King and Bayley began their operations immmediately, to find the rate of the 
time-keeper, and to make other obfervations. The remainder of the empty water- 
calks were alfo fent on fhore, with the cooper to trim, and a fufficient number of failors 
to fill them. Two men were appointed to brew fpruce-beer ; and the carpenter and 
his crew were ordered to cut wood. A boat, with a party of men under the direftion 
of one of the mates, was fent to collect grafs for our cattle ; and the people that 
remained on board were employed in refitting the (hip, and arranging the provifions. 
In this manner, we were all profitably bufied during our ftay. For the proteftion 
of the party on fhore, I appointed a guard often marines, and ordered arms for all the 
workmen : Mr. King, and two or three petty officers, conftantly remaining with them. 
A boat was never fent to any confiderable diflance from the Ihips without being armed, 
and under the direftion of Inch officers as I could depend upon, and who were well 
acquainted with the natives. 

During the cotirfe of this day, a great number of families came from different parts 
of the coaft, and took up their refidence clore to us ; fo that there was not a fpot in 
the cove where a hut could be put up, that was not occupied by them, except the 
place where we had fixed our little encampment. 

It is curious to obferve, with what facility they build their little huts. I have feen 
above twenty of them eroded on a fpot of ground, that, not an hour before, wits 
covered with fhrubs and plants. They generally bring fome part of the materials with 
them, the reft they find upon the preinif’es. I was prefent when a number of people 
landed, and built one of thefc villages. The moment the canoes reached the flvorc, 
the men leaped out, and at once took pofl'effion of a piece of ground, by tearing up the 
plants and fhrubs, or flicking up fome part of the framing of a hut. They then returned 
to their canoes, and fccured their weapons, by fetting them up againft a tree, or placing 
them in fuch a pofition, that they could be laid hold of in an inftant. 

Befidcs the natives who took up their abode dole to us, wc were occafionally vifited 
by others of them, whofe refidence was not afar oft'; and by fome who lived more remote. 
Their articles of commerce were, curiofities, fifli, and women. I’he two firft always 
came to a good market ; .which the latter did not. The feamen had t .ken a kind of 
diilike to thefe people ; and were either unwilling, or afraid, to affociate with then. ; 
which produced this good effed, that I knew no inftance of a man’s quitting hisTtation, 
to go to their habitations. 

A connexion with women I allow, becaufe I cannot prevent it ; but never encourage, 
becaufe I always dread its confequences. I know, indeed, that many men are 
of opinion, that fuch an intercourfe is one of our greateft fecurities amongft favages ; 
and perhaps they, who either from neceffity or choice, are to remain and fettle with 
them, may find it fo. But with travellers and'tranfient vifitors, fuch as we were, it is . 
generally otherwife; and in our fituation, a connexion with their women betrays 
more men than it faves. What die can be reafonably expected, fince all their views 
are felfifh, without the leaft mixture of regard or attachment ? My own. experience, 
^at leaft, which bath been pretty extenfive, hath not pointed out to me one inftance to 
the contrary. 

Amongft our occafional vifitors, wasa chief named Kahoora, who,,^is I was informed, 
headed the party that cut off Captain Fumeaux’s people, and himfelf killed Mr. Rowe, 
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the oflScer who commanded. To judge of the charafter of Kahoora, by what I had 
heard from many of his countrymen, he feemed to be more feared than beloved 
amongfl; them. Not fatisficd with telling me that he was a very bad man, fome of 
them even importuned me to kill him : and, I believe, they were not a little furprifed 
that I did not liften to them ; for, according to their .ideas of equity, this ought to 
have been done. But if I had followed the advice of all our pretended friends, I 
might have extirpated the whole race ; for the people of each hamlet or village, by 
turns, applied to me to deftroy the other. 

On the 16 th, at day- break, I fet out with a party of men, in five boats, to colleft 
food for our cattle. Captain (derke, and fevcral of the officers, Omai, and two of the 
natives, accompanied me. We proceeded about three leagues up the found, and then 
landed on the call fide, at a place where I had formerly been. Here we cut as much 
• grafs as loaded the two launches. 

As we returned down the found, we vifitod Grafs. Cove, the memorable feene of 
the maffacre of C'aptain Furneaux’s people. Here 1 met with my old friend Pedro, who 
was almoft continually with me the lall time I was in the Sound, and is mentioned in 
iny hiftory of that voyage, lie, and another of his countrymen, received us on the 
beach, armed with the pa-too and fpear. Whether this form of reception w'as a mark 
of their courtefy, or of their fear, I caimot fay ; but 1 thought they betrayed manifeft 
figns of the latter. However, if they had any apprehenfions, a few prefents foon. 
removed them, and brought down to the beach two or three more of the family j but 
the greateft part of them remained out of fight. 

Whilft we w'ere at this place, our curiofity prompted us to enquire into the cir- 
cumftances attending the melancholy fate of our countrymen * ; and Omai was made 
ufe of as our interpreter for this purpofe. Pedro, and the reft of the natives prefent, 
anfvfered all the queftions that were put to them on the fubjedf without referve, and 
like men who are under no dread of punilhment for a crime of which they are not 
guilty. For we already knew that none of them had been concerned in the unhappy 
tranladlion. d’hey told us, that while our people were fiHing at dinner, furrounded 
by feveral of the natives, fome of the latter ftolc, or fnatched from them, fome bread 
and fiffi, for which they were beat. This being relented, a quarrel enfued, and two 
New Zealanders were (hot dead, by the*" only two inufquets that were fired. For 
before our people had time to difeharge a third, or to load again thofe that had been 
fired, the natives rulhed in upon them, overpow'crcd them, with their numbers, and 
put ihqm all to death. Pedro and his companions, befidcs relating the hiftory of the 
maflacre, made us acquainted with the very fpot that was the feene of it. It is at the 
corner of the cove on the right hand. I’hey pointed to the place of the fun, to mark 
to iis ajt what hour of the day it happened; and according to this, it muft have been 
late in the afternoon. They alfo ffiewed us the place w'here the boat lay ; and it 
appeared to be about two hundred yards diftant from that where the crew were feated. 
One of their number, a black lervant of Captain Furneaux, was left in the boat to take 
xare of her. • 

We were afterwards told that this black was the caufc of the quarrel, which was 
faid to have happened thus: One of the natives ftealing fomething out of the boat, ; 
the negro gave him a fevere blow with a ftick. The cries of the fellow being heard 
by his countrymen at a dfftance, they imagined he was killed, and immediately began 
the attack on our people ; who, before they had time to reach the boat, or to arm 

* Vide Captain Cook’a former Voyage. 
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themfelves againfl: the unexpefted impending danger, fell a facrifice to the fury of 
their favage aiTailants. What became of the boat, I never could learn. Some faid 
/he was pulled to pieces and burnt j others told us^ that Ihe was carried they knew not 
whither by a party of ftrangers. 

We flayed here till the everting, when, having loaded the reft of the boats with 
grafs, celery, feurvy-grafs, Stc. we embarked to return to the /hips ; where fome of 
the boats did not arrive till one o’clock the next morning ; and it was fortunate that 
they got on board then, for it afterwards blew a perfed ftorm. In the evening the 
gale ceafed, and the wind having veered to the eaft, brought with it fair weather. 

On the 2cth, in the forenoon, we had another /lorm from the north-weft. 'I’hougK 
this was not of fo long continuance as the former, the gufts of wind from the hills, 
were far more violent. 

By this time more than two-thirds of the inhabitants of the found had fettled them- 
felves about us. Great numbers of them daily frequented the /hips while our people 
w'cre there melting fome feal-blubber. No Greenlander was ever fonder of train-oil, 
than our friends here feemed to be. They relifhed the very Ikimmings of the kettle 
but a little of the pure /linking oil was a delicious feaft. 

Having got on board as much , hay and grafs as we judged fu/Ecient to ferve the 
cattle till our arrival at Otaheite, and having completed the wood and water of both 
/hips, on the 24th we weighed anchor, and ftood out of the cove. 

While we were unmooring and getting under fail, many of the natives came to take 
their leave of us, or rather to obtain, if they could, fome additional prefents from ua 
before we left them. Accordingly, I gave to Matahouah and Tomatongeauooranuc, 
two of their chiefs, two pigs, a boar, and a fow. They made me a promife not to kill 
them ; though I muft own I put no great faith in this. The animals which Captain Fur- 
neaux fent on /liorc here, and which foon after fell into the hands of the natives, I was 
now told were all dead ; but I was afterwards informed, that Tiratou, a chief, had a 
great many cocks and hens in his po/Te/Tion, and one of the fows. 

We had not been long at anchor near Motuara, before three or four canoes, filled 
with natives, came oft' to us from the fouth-caft fide of the found ; and a bri/k trade 
was carried on with them for the curiofities of this place. In one of thefe canoes was 
Kahoora, leader of the party who cut off the q^w of the Adventure’s boat. 'I'his was the 
third time he had vifited us, without betraying the fmalleft appearance of fear. I was 
aftiorc when he now arrived, but had got on board juft as he was going away- Omai, 
who had returned with me, prefently pointed him out, and folicited me to /hoot him. - 
Not fatisfied with this, he addrelTcd himfelf to Kahoora, threatening to be his^ exe- 
cutioner, if ever he prefumed to vifit us again. 

The New Zealander paid fo little regard to thefe threats, that he returned, the nest 
morning, with his whole family, men, women, and children, to the number of twenty 
and upwards. Omai was the firft who acquainted me with his being alongfide the 
/hip, and defired to know if he /hould a/k him to come on board. I told him he 
might } and accordingly he introduced the chief into the cabin, laying, “ There is 
Kahoora ; kill him !” But, as if he had forgot bis former threats, or was afraid that 
I.ihould call upon him to perform them, he immediately retired. In a /hort time, , 
however, he returned ; and feeing the chief unhurt, he expoftulated with me very 
earneftly, faying, “ Why do you not kill him ? You tell me^ if a man kills another 
in England, that he is hanged for it. This man has killed ten, and yet you will 
not kill him, though many of his countrymen defire it, and it would-be very good.” 
Omai’s arguments, though fpecious enough, having no weight with me, I defired him 
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to alk the chief, why he had killed Captain Furneaux’s people ? At this queftion, 
Kahoora folded his arms, hung down his head, and looked like one caught in a trap ; 
^nd, I firmly believe, he expetted iiiitant death, ll^ut no fooner was he afiured of his 
fafety, than he became cheerful. He did not, however, feera willing to give me an 
anl'wer to the queftion that had been put to him, till I Jiad, again and again, repeated 
my promife that he fhould not be hurt. Then he ventured to tell us, that one of bis 
countrymen having brought a fton’e hatchet to barter, the man to whom it was offered 
took it, and would neither return it, nor give any thing for it : on which the owner 
of it fnatched up the bread as an equivalent ; and then the quarrel began. 

For fome time before we arrived at New Zealand, Omai had expreffed a defirc to 
take one of the natives with him to his own country. We had not been there many 
days, before he had an opportunity of being gratified in this ; for a youth about feven- 
teen or eighteen years of age, named Taweiharooa, offered to accompany him. Find- 
ing that he was fixed in his refolution to go with us, and having learnt that he was 
the only fon of a deceafed chief, I told his mother that, in all probability, he would 
never return, but this made no impreffion on either ; for when flie returned the next 
morning, to take her laft farewell of him, all the time Ihe was on board flie remained 
quite cheerful, and w'ent away wholly unconcerned. Another youth, about ten years 
of age, accompanied him as a fervant, named Kokoa ; he was prefented to me by his 
own father, who ftripped him, and left him naked as he was born ; indeed he feemed 
to part with him with perfeft indifference. 

From my own obfervations, and from the information of Taweiharooa and others, 
•it appears to me that the New Zealanders muff live under perpetual apprehenfions of 
being deftroyed by each other : there being few of their tribes that have not, as they 
think, fuftained wrongs from fome other tribe, which they are continually upon the 
wStch to revenge. And, perhaps, the defire of a good meal may be no fmall incite- 
ment. 1 heir method of executing their horrible defigns is, by ftealing upon the ad- 
verTe party in the night ; and if they find them unguarded they kill all indiferiminately ; 
not even fparing the women and children. When the •maffacre is completed, they 
either feall thcmfelvcs on the fpot, or carry oft* as many of the dead bodies as they 
can, and devour them at home, with a£ls of brutality too (hocking to be deferibed. 
One hardly ever finds a New' Zealander off his guard, either by night or by day ; 
indeed, no other man can have fuch powerful motives to be vigilant, as the prefervation 
both of body and of foul depends upon it. For, according to their fyftem of belief, 
the foul of the man whofe flelh is devoured by the enemy, is doomed to a perpetual 
fire, whiltt the foul of the man whofe body has been refeued from thofe who killed 
him, as well as the fouls of all wiio die a natural death, afeend to the habitations of 
the gods. 

Polygamy is allowed amongft ihefe people ; and it is not uncommon for a man to 
have two or three wives. The women are marriageable at a very early age ; and it 
fhould feem, that one who is unmarried, is but in a forlorn ftate. She can with diffi- 
culty get a fubfiftence ; at leaft, Ihe is; in a great mcafure, without a proteftor, though 
in conftant want of a powerful one. 

No people can have a quicker fcnle of an injury done to them, and none are 
ready to refent it. But, at the fame time, they will take an opportunity of being ih- 
Iblent when they think 'there is no danger of punHhment. 

Their public contentions are frequent, or rather perpetual 4 for it aroears, from their 
number of weapons, and dexterity in ufing them, that war is their principal profellion. 
Be&ire they begin the onfet, they join in a war-fong, to which they aU keep the 
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exa£befl: time, and foon r^e their palfion to a degree of frantic fury, attended vdth 
the moft horrid diftortion of their eyes, 'mouths, and tongues, to ftrike terror into 
their enemies ; which, to thofe who have not been accuftomed to fuch a pradice, 
makes them appear more like demons than men, and* would almoft chill the boldeft 
with fear. To this fucceeds a'circumftance, almoft foretold in their fierce demeanour, 
horrid, cruel, and dilgraceful to human nature ; which is, cutting in pieces, even 
before being perfeftly dead, the bodies of their enemies, and, after dreiling them on a 
fire, devouring the 6cfli, not only without reludtance, but with peculiar fatisfa^on. 


PART IL 

From leaving New Zealand in February 1777 , to their Arrival at Otabeite in July 

following. 

ON the 25th of February we failed from New Zealand, and had no fooner loft fight 
of the land than our two young adventurers repented heartily of the ftep they had 
taken. All the foothing encouragement we could think of availed but little. They 
wept both in public and in private ; and made their lamentations in a kind of fong, 
which was expreffive of their praifes of their country. Thus they continued for many 
days, but at length their native country and their friends were forgot, and they appeared 
to be as firmly attached to us, as if they had been bom amongft us. 

On the 29th of March, at ten in the morning, as we were ftanding to the north- 
eaft, the Difcovery made the fignal of feeing land. We faw it from the maft-head 
almoft the fame moment, bearing north*eaft-by-eaft. We foon difcovered it to be. an 
iiland of no great extent. 

We prefently found it was inhabited, and faw feveral people, on a point of the. land 
we had palTed, wading to the reef, where, as they found the fhip leaving them quickly, 
they remained. But others who foon appeared in different parts, followed her courfe ; 
and fometimes feveral of them collefled into fmall bodies, who made a fhouting noife 
all together, nearly after the manner of the,inhabitants of New Zealand. 

Between feven and eight o’clock, we were at the weft-north-weft part of the iiland, 
and, being near the fliore, we could perceive with our glaffes that feveral of the natives 
were armed with long fpears and clubs, which they brandilhed in the air with figns of 
threatening, or, as fome on board interpreted their attitudes, with invitations to land. 
Moft of them appeared naked, except having a fort of girdle, which, being brought 
up between the thighs, covered that part of the body. But fome of them had pieces 
of cloth of different colours, white, ftriped, or chequered, which they wore as a gar- 
ment thrown about their Ihoulders ; and almoft all of them had a white wrapper about 
their heads, not much unlike a turban. They were of a tawny colour, and of a mid- 
dling ftature. . 

At this time a fmall canoe was launched in a great hurry from the further end of 
beach, and a man getting into it, put off, as with a view to reach the Ihip. On 
perceiving this, I brought-to, that we might receive the vifit ; but the man’s refolution 
failing, he foon returned toward the beach, where, after fome time, another man 
joined him in the canoe, and then they both paddled towards us. They ftopped Ihorr, 
however, as if afraid to approach, until Omai, who addreffed then^in the Otaheitean 
language, in fome meafure quieted their apprehenfions. They then came near enough 
•*0 take fome beads and nails, which were tied to a piece of wood, and,thrown into the 
voi.. XI. 4 o canoe. 
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csuioe^ They feemed afraid to touch th^e things, and put the piece of wood afide 
without untying them. This, however, might arife from fuperftition ; for Omai told 
uSj that when they faw us offering them prefects, they alked fomething for their Eatooa, 
or god. He alfo, perhaps improperly, put the queftion to them. Whether they ever 
%at human flefh ? which they anfwered in the negative^with a mixture of indignation 
and abhorrence. One of them, w'hofe name was Mourooa, being afked how he came by 
a fear on his forehead, told us, that'it was the confequence of a wound he had got in 
fighting with the people of an ifland, which lies to the north-eallward, who fometimes 
came to invade them. They afterward took hold of a rope. Still, however, they 
would not venture on board ; but told Omai, who underftood them pretty well, that 
their countrymen on Ihore had given them this caution, at the fame time direfting 
•them to inquire, from W'hence our fhip came, and to learn the name of the captain. 
On our part, we inquired the name of the illand, which they called Mangya or Man- 
geea ; and fometimes added to it Nooo, nai, naiwa. The name of their chief, they 
laid, was Orooaeeka. 

Mourooa was lufty and well made, but not very tall. His features were agreeable, 
and his difpofition feemingly no lefs fo ; for he made feveral droll gefticulations, which 
indicated both good-nature and a fliare of humour. He alfo made others which feemed 
of a ferious kind, and repeated fome words with a devout air, before he ventured to 
lay hold of the rope at the fliip’s ftern ; which was probably to recommend himfelf to 
the protedfion of fome divinity. His colour was nearly of the fame call with that 
common to the nioft fouthern Europeans. The other man was not fo handfome. Both 
of them had ftrong, ftraight hair, of a jet colour, tied together on the crown of the 
head with a bit of cloth. They wore fuch girdles as we had perceived about thofe on 
Ihore, and we found they were a fubftance made from the morus papyrifera, in the 
fame manner as at the other iflands of this ocean. It was glazed like the fort ufed by 
the natives of the Friendly iflands ; but the cloth on their heads was white, like that 
which was found at Otaheite. They had on^a kind of fandals, made of a grafly fub- 
ftance interwoven, which we alfo obferved were worn by thofe who ftood upon the 
beach ; and, as we fuppofed, intended to defend their feet againft the rough coral 
rock. Their beards were long, and the infide of their arms, from the Ihoulder to the 
elbow, and fome other parts, were punftured or tatooed, after the manner of the in- 
habitants of almoft all the other iflands in the South-Sea. The lobe of their ears was 
pierced, or rather flit, and to fuch a length, that one of them ftuck there a knife and 
fome beads, which he had received from us ; and the fame perfon had two polilhed 
pearl-lhells, and a bunch of human hair, loofely twifted, hanging about his neck, which 
was the only ornament we obferved. The canoe they came in (which was the only 
one w.e faw) was not above ten feet long, and very narrow ; but both ftrong and 
neatly made. The fore-part had a flat board faftened over it, and projetfing out, to 
prevent the fea getting in on plunging, like the fmall evaas at Otaheite ; but it had 
an upright ftern, about five feet high, like fome in New Zealand ; and the upper end 
of this ftern-port was forked. The lower part of the canoe was of a white wood ; 
but the upper was black, and their paddles, made of wood of the fame colour, not 
above three feet long, broad at one end, and blunted. They paddled either end of tte 
canoe forward indifferently ; and only turned about their faces to paddle the con- 
trary way. 

We now ftoodjoff and on; and as foon as the (hips were in a proper ftation, about 
fen o’clock I ordlVed two boats, one of them from the Difeovery, to found the coaft, 
and to endeavour to find a landing-place. With this view, I went in one of them 
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myfelf, taJdng with me fuch articles to giveu the natives as I thought might fenw to 
gain their good-will. I had no fooner put off from the (hip, than the canoe with the 
two men, which had not left us long before, paddled towards my boat ; and having come 
alongfide, Mourooa ftept into her, without being alked, and without a momentV 
hefitatiod. . ^ 

Omai, who was with me, was ordered to inquire of him where we could land ; and 
he direfted us to two different places. But I faw,* with regret, that the attempt could 
not be made at either place, unlefs at the rilk of having our boats filled with water, 
or even (laved to pieces. Nor were we more fortunate in our fearch for anchorage ; 
for we could find no bottom till within a cable’s length of the breakers. I'here we 
met with from forty to twenty fathoms depth, over (harp^ coral rocks ; fo that anchor- 
ing would have been attended with much more danger than landing. 

While we were thus employed in reconnoitring the (hore, great numbers of the 
natives thronged down upon the reef, all armed as above mentioned. Mourooa, who 
was now in my boat, probably thinking that this warlike appearance hindered us from 
landing, ordered them to retire back. As many of them complied, I judged he mull 
be a perfon of fome confequence among them. Indeed, if we underllood him right, 
he was the King’s brother. So great was the curiofity of feveral of them, that they 
took to the ^ater, and fwimming off to the boats, came on board them without referve. 
Nay, we found it difficult to keep them out ; and dill more difficult to prevent them 
carrying off every thing they could lay their hands upon. At length, when they 
perceived that we were returning to the (hips, they all left us, except our original 
vifitor Mourooa. He, though not without evident figns of fear, kept his place in my 
boat, and accompanied me on board the (hip. 

The cattle, and other new objects, that prefented tnemfelves to him there, did not 
drike him with fo much furprife as one might have expefted. Perhaps his mind tras 
too much taken up about his own fafety, to allow him to attend to other things. It is 
certain, that he feemed very uneafy ; and the (liip, on our getting on board, happening 
to be (landing off (hore, this tircumdance made him the more fo. 1 could get but little 
new information from him ; and therefore, after he had made a (hort day, I ordered 
a boat to carry him in toward the land. As foon as he got out of the cabin, he hap- 
pened to dumble over one of the goats. His curiofity now overcoming his fear, he 
dopped, looked at it, and alked Omai, what bird this was ? and not receiving afi 
immediate anfwer from him, he repeated the quedion to fome of the people upon 
deck. The boat having conveyed him pretty near to the furf, he leaped into ihe fea, 
and fwam afliore. He had no fooner landed, than the multitude of his countrymen 
gathered round him, as if with an eager curiofity to learn from him w'hat he had 
feen ; and in this fituation they remained, when we lod fight of them. As foon* as 
the boat returned, we hoided her in, and made fail from the land to the north- 
ward. 

Thus were we obliged to leave, unvlfitcd, this fine iHand, which feemed capable 
of fupplymg all our wants. 

As the inhabitants feemed to be both numerous and well fed, fuch articles of pro- 
tflBfion as the ifland produces mud be in great plenty. It might, however, be a matter 
©f curiofity to know, particularly, their method of fubfidcnce for our friend Mourooa 
told us, that they had no animals, as hogs and dogs, both which, however, they had 
heard of j but acknowledged they had plantains, bread-fruit, and tarj. The only birds 
we faw, were fome white egg-birds, terns, and noddies : and one white heron, on 
the (hore. 
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Mter leaving Mangeea, on the afteiyrioon of the 30th, we continued our oourie 
northward all that night, and till noon on the 31 ft ; when we a^n faw land, in die 
diredion of north-eaft-by-north, diftant eight or ten leagues ; and neat morning, at 
right o’clock, we got abreaft of its north end. I fent two armed boats from die 
^efolution, and one from the Difcovery, under the command of Lieutenant Gore, to 
look for anchoring-ground, and a landing-place. In the mean time, we plyed up 
under the ifland with the Ihips. ' 

Juft as the boats were putting off, we obferved feveral fingle canoes coming from 
the Ihore. They went firft to the Difcovery, Ihe being the neareft Ihip. It was not 
long after, when three of the canoes came alongfide of the Refolution, each condufled 
by one man. They are long and narrow, and fupported by outriggers. The ftem 
• is elevated about three or four feet, fomething like a fhip’s ftem-poft. The head is 
flat above, but prow-like below, and turns down at the extremity, like the end of a 
violin. Some knives, beads, and other trifles, were conveyed to our vifitors ; and hey 
gave us a few cocoa-nuts, upon our afleing for them. But they did not part with them 
by way of exchange for what they had received from us. For they feemed to have 
no idea of bartering ; nor did they appear to eftimate any of our prefents at a high 
rate. 

With a little perfuafion, one of them made his canoe faft to the ihip, dhd came on 
board ; and the other two, encouraged by his example, foon followed him. Their 
whole behaviour marked that they were quite at their eafe, and felt no fort of appre- 
henfion of our detaining or ufing them ill. 

After their departure another canoe arrived, condufted by a man who brought a 
bunch of plantains as a prefent to me ; alking for me by name having learnt it from 
Omai, who was fent before us in a boat with Mr. Gore. In return for this civility, I 
gavS him an axe, and a piece of red cloth j and he paddled back to the ihore well 
flitisfled. I afterwards underftood from Omai, that this prefent had been fent from 
the King, or principal chief of the ifland. 

Not long after a double canoe, in which were twelve men, came towards us. As 
they drew near the ihip, they recited fome words in concert, by way of chorus, one of 
their number firft ftanding up, and giving the word before each repetition. When 
they had finiihed their folemn chant, they came alongfide and aiked for the chief. 
As foon as I ihewed myfelf, a pig and a few cocoa-nuts were conveyed up into the 
ihip } and the principal perfon in the canoe made me an additional prefent of a piece 
of matting, as foon as he and his companions got on board. 

Our vifitors were conduced into the cabin, and to other parts of the fliip. Some 
objects feemed to ftrike them with a degree of furprife; but nothing fixed their 
attention for a moment. They were afraid to come near the cows and horfes ; nor 
did they form the leaft conception of their nature. But the flieep and goats did not 
furpafs the limits of their ideas ; for they gave us to underftand, that they knew them 
to be birds. It will appear rather incredible, that human ignorance could ever make 
fo ftrange a miftake ; there not being the moft diftant fimilitude between a flieep or 
a goat and any winged animal. 1 made a prefent to my new frioid of what I thought 
might be moft acceptable to him ; but, on his going away, he feemed rather dil* 
appointed than pleafed. I afterward underftood that he was very defirous of obtain* 
ing a dog, of which animal this ifland could not boaft. 

The people in th efe canoes were in general of a middling fize, and not unlike thofe 
of Mangeot } though feveral were of a blacker caft than any we few there. Their hair 
was tied on the crown of the head, or floaing loofe about the ^Kvalders ; and though 
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in Ibme it was of a frizzling difpoAtion, yet, for the moil part, dat, as well aa the 
ilrught fort, was lotfg. Their features w^ie various, and feme of the young men 
rather handfome. Like thofe of Mangeea, they had girdles of glazed cl<^, or fine 
matting, the etuis .of which, being brought betwbet their thighs, cover the adjoining 
parts. Ornaments, compofed^of a fort of broad brafs, ilained with red, and ilrung vritv 
berries of the night-ihade, were worn about their necks. Their ears were bored, but 
not flit ; and they were punftured upon their legs^ h'om the knee to the heel, which 
made them appear as if they wore a jkind of boots. They alfo refembled the inha» 
bitants of Mangeea in the length of their beards, and, like them, wore a fort of fandals 
upon their feet. Their behaviour was frank and cheerful, with a great deal of good- 
nature. 

Soon after day.break, we obferved fome canoes coming oflf to the fliips, and one of 
them directed its courfe to the Refoludon. In it was a hog, with fome plantains and 
cocoa-nuts, for which the people who brought them demanded a dog from us, and 
refufed every other thing that we offered in exchange. To gratify thefe people, Omai 
parted with a favourite dog he had brought from England ; and with this acquifuion 
they departed highly fatisfied. 

I difpatched Mr. Gore with three boats, two from the Refoludon, and oqp from the 
Difeovery. • Two of the natives, who had been on board, accompanied him, and Omai 
went with him in his 'boat as an interpreter. The fhips being a full league from the 
ifland when the boats put off, it was noon before we could work up to it. We then 
faw our three boats riding at their graplings, juft without the furf, and a prodigious 
number of the natives on the Ihore, abreaft of them. By this we concluded, that 
Mr. Gore, and others of our people, had landed, and our impatience to know the 
event may be eafily conceived. In order to obferge their modons, and to be ready to 
give them fuch afliftance as they might want, and our rerpedtive fttuadons would 
admit of, 1 kept as near the (hore as was prudent. Some of the iflanders, now and 
then, came off to the fhips in their canoes, with a few cocoa-nuts, which they exchanged 
for whatever was offered ta them. 

Thefe occafional vifits ferved to Icffen my folicitude about our people who had 
landed. Though we could get no informatifp from our vifitors j yet their venturing 
on board feemed to imply, at leaft, that their countrymen on fliore had not made an 
improper ufe of the confidence put in them. At length, a little before fun-fet, we had 
the fatisfaddon of feeing the boats put off. When they got on board, I found that 
Mr. Gore himfelf, Omai, Mr. Anderfon, and Mr. Burney, were the only perfons 
who had landed. The tranfadlions of the day were now fully reported to me by 
Mr. Anderfon : I lhall give them nearly in his words. 

** We rowed toward a fmall fandy beach, upon which a great number of the natives 
had affembled. Several of the natives fwam off, bringing cocoa-nuts ; and Oniai, with 
their countrymen, whom we had with us in the boats, made them fenfible of our wifh 
to land. 

“ Mr. Burney, the firft lieutenant of theDifcovery, and I, went in one canoe, a little 
time before the other ; and our condudlors, watching attentively the motions of the 
;,^urf, landed us fafely upon the reef. An iflander took hold of each of us, obvioufly 
with an intention to fupport us in walking over the rugged rocks to the beach, where 
feveral of the others met us, holding the green boughs of a fpecies of mimofa in their 
hands, and faluted us by applying their nofes to ours. * 

“We were conduced from the beach amidft a crowd of peoplef who flocked with 
very eager coriofity to look at us, and would have prevented our proceeding, had not 
3 fome ‘ 
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inen, who feemed to have authoritv, dealt blows, widi little diftinfUon, tmongd 
them, to keep them off. We Were theff led up an avenue of cocoa-palms ; and ibon 
came to a number of men, arranged in two rows, armed with clubs. After walking 
a little way amongft thefe, we found a perfon who feemed a chief, fitting on the 
ground crofe- legged, cooling himfeif with a fort of triangular fan made from a leaf of 
the cocoa-palm. In his ears were large bunches of beautiful red feathers ; but he 
had no other mark to diftinguifti, him from the reft of the people, though they all 
obeyed him. 

“ We proceeded ftill amongft the men armed with clubs, and came to a fecond chief, 
who fat fanning himfeif, and ornamented as the firft. In the fame manner we were 
conducted to a third chief, who feemed older than the two former. He alfo was 
fitting, and adorned with red feathers ; and after faluting him as we had done the 
others, he dcfired us both to fit down ; which we were very willing to do, being pretty 
well fatigued. 

“ In a few minutes, we faw, at a fmall diftance, about twenty young women, 
ornamented as the chiefs, w ith red feathers, engaged in a dance, which they performed 
to a flow and ferious air, fnng by them all. We got up, and went forward to fee 
them ; and though we muft have been flrange objetls to them, they continued their 
dance, without paying tlie lealt attention to us. 'i'heir motions and fong were per- 
formed in exadi concert. In general, they were rather flout than flendcr, with black 
hair flowing in ringlets down the nock, and of an olive complexion. Their eyes were 
of a deep black, and each countenance exprefled a degree of complacency and 
modefty, peculiar to the fex in every part of the world ; but perhaps more confpicuous 
here, where nature prefented us with her produdlions in • the fulleft perfedion, 
unbiaffed in fentiment by cuftom, or unreft rained in manner by art. Their fhape and 
linvbs were elegantly formed ; for as their drefs confifti d only of a piece of glazed 
cloth faftened about the w aift, and fcarcely reaching fo low as thd knees, in many we 
had an opportunity of obferving every part. 

“ As \vc fuppofed the ceremony ol belt g introduced tevthe chiefs was at an end, we 
began to look about for Mr. Gore and Oiuai ; and though the crow'd w'ould hardly 
fufer us to move, we at length found ^m coming up, as much incommoded by the 
number of people as we had been, and introduced in the fame manner to the three 
chiefs, whofe names were Otteroo, Taroa, and Fatouweera. Omai mentioned to them 
our views in coming on fliore, when he was told we muft w^it till next day. 

They now feemed to take fonie pains to feparate us from each other ; every one of 
us having his circle, to furround and gaze at him : and when I told the chief with 
whom I fat, that I wanted to fpeak to ()inai, he peremptorily refufed my requeft. At 
the fame time 1 found the people began to fteal fevcral trilling things which I had in 
my pocket ; and when I took the liberty of complaining to the chief of this treatment, 
he juftified it. From thefe circumftances, I now entertained apprehenfions that they 
might have formed the defign of detaining us amongft them. 

“ Mr. Burney happening to come to the place where I was, I mentioned my fufpicions 
to him ; and, to put it to the teft, whether they were well founded, we attempted to 
get to the beach. But we were flopped, when about half way, by fome men, who 
told us that we muft go back to the place which we had left. On coming up, we 
found Omai entertaining the fame apprehenfions. But he had, as he fancied, an addi- 
tional reafon for being afraid ; for he had obferved, that they had dug a hole in the 
ground for m oven, which they were now heating; and he could aflign no other 
reafon for this, than that they meant to roaft and eat us, as is prated by the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Nevr Zealand. Nay, he weipt fo far as to afk them the queftion ; at 
which they were greatly furprized, afldng, in return, whether that was a cuftom 
with us ? . 

In this manner we were dettuncd the greateft part of the day, being fometimes to- 
gether and fometimes feperated, but always in a crowd ; who, not fatisfied,, with 
gazing at us, frequently defired us to uncover parts of our Ikin ; the fight of which 
commonly produced a general murmur of admiration. At the lame time, they did 
not omit thcfe opportunities of rifling our pockets j and at laft, one of them fnatched 
a fmall bayonet from Mr. Gore, which hung in its (heath by his fide. 

“ Upon our urging again the bufinefs we came upon, they gave us to underftand, 
that we mult ftay and eat with them ; and a pig which we law foon after, lying 
near the oven, which they had prepared and heated, removed Omai’s apprehenfions 
of being put into it himfclf ; and made us think it might be intended for our repall. 
The chief alfo promifed to fend fome people to procure food for the cattle ; but it 
was not till pretty late in the afternoon that we law them return with a few plantain- 
trees, which they carried to our boats. A piece of the young hog that had been 
drefl’ed, was fet before us, of which we w'ere defired to eat. Our appetites, however, 
had failed, from the fatigue of the day ; and though we did eat a little to plcafe them, 
it was without fatisfaflion to ourfelves. 

“ It being now near funfet, we told them it was time to go on board. This they 
allowed ; and font down to the beach the remainder of the viftuals that had been 
dreffed, to be carried with us to the (hips. They put us on board our boats, with the 
cocoa-nuts, plantains, and other provifions, which they had brought ; and we rowed 
to the Ihips, very well pleafed that we had at lafl; got out of the hands of our trou- 
blefome mailers. 

“ We regretted much, that our reftrained fituation gave us fo little opportuniiy of 
making obfervations on the country. For, during the whole day, we were feldora a 
hundred yards from the place where wc were introduced to the chiefs, on landing ; 
and, confcqucntly, were ’•'confined to the furrounding objecl:s. The firll thing 
that prefented itfclf, worthy of our notice, aas the number of people ; which muft 
have been, at leali, two thoufand. Fot|||pofc who welcomed us on the fliore, 
bore no proportion to the multitude we found amongft the trees, on proceeding a 
little way up. 

“ We could alfo obfeive, that, except a few', thofe we had hitherto feen on board, 
were of the lower clafs. For a great number of thofe wc now met with, ^ad a fu- 
perior dignity in their air, and were of a much whiter call. In general, they had 
their hair tied on the crown of the head, long, black, and of a mod luxuriant growth. 
Many of the young men were perfeft models in lhape, of a complexion as, delicate 
as that of the women, and to appearance, of a difpofition as amiable. 

“ The wife of one of the chiefs appeared with her child, laid in a piece of red cloth, 
which had been prefented to her hulband ; and feemed to carry it with great ten- 
dernefs, fuckling it much after the manner of our women. Another chief introduced 
his daughter, who was young and beautiful ; but appeared with all the timidity na- 
’tural to the fex ; though Ihe gazed on us with a kind of anxious concern, that feemed 
to druggie with her fear, and to exprefs her adonifliment at fo unufual a fight. 
Others advanced with a firmnefs, and, indeed, were Icfs relerved than we expedied ; 
but behaved with a becoming modedy. We did not obferve any j^rfonal deformities 
amongd either fox ; except in a few who had fears of broad fuperficial ulcers re- 
maining on the face and other parts. 
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** About a third part of the men were ^rmed with clubs and fpears ; and prbhabtyt 
thefe were only the perfons who had come from a diftance, as many of them had 
fmall balkets, mats, and other things,, faftened to the ends 6f their weapons. The 
clubs were generally about fix feet long, made of hard black wood, lance>lhaped at 
the end, but much broader, with the edge nicely fcolloped, and the whole neatly 
poliihed. 

What the foil of the iiland may Be, farther inland, we could not tell. But, toward 
the fea, it is nothing more than a bank of coral, ten or twelve feet high, fteep,' and 
iTigged j except where there are fmall fandy beaches, at fome clefts where the afcent 
is gradual. The coral, though it has, probably, been expofed to the weather for 
many centuries, has undergone no farther change than becoming black on the furface ; 

• which, from its irregularity, is not much unlike large maffes of a burnt fubftance. 
But on breaking fome pieces off, we found that, at the depth of two or three inches, 
it was juft as frelh as the pieces that had been lately thrown upon the beach by 
the waves. The reef or rock, that lines the Ihore entirely, runs to different breadths 
into the fea, where it ends all at once, and becomes like a high fteep wall. It is 
nearly even with the furface of the water, and of a brown or brick colour ; but the 
texture is rather porous, yet fuihcient to withftand the wafliing of the furf which 
continually breaks upon it.” 

Though the landing of our gentlemen proved the means of enriching my journal 
with the foregoing particulars, the principal objed I had in view was, in a great mea- 
fure, unattained ; for the day was fpent without getting any one thing from the 
ifland worth mentioning. The natives, however, were gratified with a fight they 
never before had ; and, probably, will never have again. And mere curiofity feems 
to have been the chief motive for keeping the gentlemen under fuch reftraint, and 
for*ufing every art to prolong their continuance amongft them. 

Omai was Mr. Gore’s interpreter, but that was not the only fervice he performed 
this day. He was alked by the natives a great many queftions concerning us, our 
Ihips, our country, and the fort of arms we ufed ; and according to the account he 
gave me, his anfwers were not a littlctwon the marvellous. As, for inftance, he 
told them, that our country had ihips dPiarge as their iiland ; on board which were 
inftruments of war, (defcribing our gulhs) of fuch dimenfions, that feveral people 
might fit within them ; and that one of them was fuilicient to cruih the whole iiland 
at one ihot. 1 his led them to enquire of him, what fort • of guns we adually had 
in our two ihips. He faid, that though they were but fmall, in comparifon with 
thofe he had juft defcribed, yet, with fuch as they were, we could with the greateft 
eafe, and at the diftance the ihips were from the ihore, deftroy the iiland, and kill 
every foul in it. They perfevercd in their inquiries to know by what means this 
could be done ? and Omai explained the matter as well as he could. He happened 
lucidly to have a few cartridges in his pocket : thefe he produced ; the balls, and the 
gunpowder which was to fet them in motion, were fubmitted to infpedion ; and, to 
fupply the defefts of his defcription, an* appeal was made to the fenfes of the fpeSa- 
tors. It has been mentioned above, that one of the chiefs had ordered the multitude 
to form themfelves into a circle. This furniihed Omai with a convenient ftage for 
his exhibition. In the centre of this amphitheatre, the inconfiderable quantity of 
gunpowder, collefled from his cartridges, was properly difpofed upon the ground, 
and, by means of| a bit of burning wood from the oven, where dinner was dreffing, 
fet 0 # fire. The fudden blaft, and loud report, the mingled flame and fmoke, that 
inlb&tlv fucceeded, now filled the whole affembJy with aftonilhinent ; they no longer 
A doubted 
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doubted the fremendoiis power of our weapons, and gave full credit to all that 
Omai had faid. ‘ 

If it had not been for the terrible ideas they conceived of the guns of our (hips, 
from this fpecimen of their mode of operation, it was thought that they would have 
detained the gentlemen all lyght. For Omai alTured them, that if he and his com- 
panions did not return on board the fame day, they might expe£t that I would 
lire upon the ifland. And as we flood in nearcr*thc land in the evening, than we had 
done any time before, of which pofition of the fliips they were obferved to take groat 
notice, they, probably, thought wc were meditating this formidable attack ; and, 
therefore, fufFered their guefls to depart ; under the expedation, however, of feeing 
them again on (horc next morning. But I was too fenfible of the ri(k they had already 
run, to think of a repetition of the experiment. 

Omai found three of his countrymen here; their (lory is anaffedting one, as related 
by him. About twenty perfons had embarked on board a canoe at Otaheite, to crofs 
over to the neighbouring ifland Ulietca. A violent contrary wind arifing, they could 
neither reach the latter, nor get back to the former. Their intended pafTage being a 
very fhort one, their flock of provifions was fcanty, and foon exhaufted. 'I'he hard- 
fhips they fuffered, while driven along by the ftorm, are not to be conceived. They 
jiaffed many days without fuflenance. Their numbers gradually diminiflied, worn out 
by famine and fatiguei Four only furvived, when the canoe overfet. However, they kept 
hanging by the fide of the vefl'el, till Providence brought them in fight of the people 
of this ifland, who immediately lent out canoes, and brought them afhore. Of the 
four, one was fince dead. The other three flill living, fpoke highly of the kind treat- 
ment lhe‘y here met with. And fo well fatisfied were they with their fituation, that 
they refuled the offer made to them by our gentlemen, at Oinai’s requeft, of giving 
them a pafTage on board our fhips, to reflore them to their native iflands. 

'i he landing of our gentlemen on this ifland, though they failed in the objeft of it, 
cannot but be confidered as a very fortunate circumllance. It has proved, as we have 
feen, the means of bringing to our knowledge a matter of faft, not only very curious, 
but very inflrudivc. I'he application of the above murative is obvious. It will ferve 
to explain, better than a thoufand conje^res of fpeculative reafoners, how the 
detached parts of the earth, and in particular how the iflands of the South Seas, may 
have been firft peopled, cfpccially thofe that lie remote from any inhabited continent, 
or from each other. . 

Light airs and calms having prevailed, by turns, all the night of the 3 d of April, 
the eaflerly fwcll had carried the fhips fome diflance from Watteeoo, before day- 
break. But as 1 bad failed in my object of procuring fome efledual fupply, I quitted 
it without regret, and fleered for the neighbouring ifland. 

With gentle breeze at call, wc got up with it before ten o’clock in the morning, and 
I immediately difpatched Mr. Gore, with two boats, to endeavour to get fome food for 
our cattle. As there I’eemcd to be no inhabitants here to obftrufl our taking away 
whatever wc nrighf think proper, our boats *no fooncr reached the weft fide of the 
ifland, but they ventured in, and Mr. Gore and his party got fafe on fhore. I could, 
from the fhip, fee that they had fuccceded fo far ; and 1 immediately fent a fmall boat 
to know what farther afliftance was wanting. She did not return till three o’clock in 
the afternoon, having waited to lake in a lading of what ufcful produce the ifland 
afforded. As foon as flie was cleared, fhe was fent again for sfcother cargo ; the 
jolly-boat was alfo difpatched, and Mr. Gore was ordered to be on board, with all 
the boats, before night ; which was complied with. 
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The fupply obtained here, confifted of about a hundred cocoa-nuts for each (hip ; 
we al/b got for our cattle fonie grafs, and a quantity of the leaves and branches of 
young cocoa-trees, and of the wharra-tree, as it is called at Otaheite. 

The only birds fcen here were a beautilul cuckoo, of a chefnut brown, variegated 
with black, which was fliot. And upon the fliore, foine egg-birds ; a fmall fort of 
curlew ; blue and white herons ; and great numbers of noddies ; which laft, at this 
lime, laid their eggs, a little f urther up, on the ground. 

One of otir people caught a lizard, of a moll forbidding afpeft, though fmall, 
running up a tree ; and many of another fort were fcen. The bullies towards the 
I'ea, were Irequcnted by infinite numbers of a fort of moth, elegantly fpeckled with red, 
black, and white. 'I’herc were al(b fcveral other forts of moths, as well as fonie pretty 
• butterflies ; and a few other ini'eefs. 

Though there were, at this time, no fixed inhabitants upon the illand, indubitable 
marks remained of its being, at leafl:, occafionally frequented. In particular, a few 
empty huts were found. In one of them, Mr. Qorc left a hatchet, and forne nails, to 
the full value of what we took away. 

As foon as the boats were hoifled in, I made fail again to the northward. Although 
Ilervey’s illand, difeovered in 1773, was not above fifteen leagues diftant, yet we did 
not get fight of it till day-break in the morning. As we drew near it, at eight o’clock, 
we obferved fevcral canoes put off toward the Ihips. This was a fight that, indeed, 
furprifed me, as no figiis of inhabitants were fcen when the illand was firfi: difeovered ; 
which might be owing to a pretty brifk wind that then blew, and prevented their 
canoes venturing out, as the Ihips palTed to leeward; whereas now we were to 
windward. 

As we kept on toward the illand, fix or feven of the canoes, all double ones, foon 
came near us. There were from three to fix men in each of them. They flopped at 
the diflance of about a Hone’s throw from the fliip ; and it was fomc time before Ouiai 
could prevail upon them to come alongfide ; but no entreaties could induce any of 
them to venture on board. Indeed, their difordcrly and clamorous behaviour by no 
means indicated a difpofition to trufl us, or treat us well. We afterwards learnt, that 
they had attempted to take fomc oars oift of the Difeovery’s boat that lay alongfide, 
and ftruck a man who endeavoured to prevent them. I’hcy alfo cut away, with a fhcll, 
a net with meat, which hung over that fhip’s ftern, and abfolutely refufed to reflorc it ; 
though we afterwards purchafed it of them. Thofc who were, about our fhip, behaved 
in the fasMe daring manner ; for they made a fort of hook, of a long flick, with which 
they endeavoured, openly, to rob us of feveral things ; and, at faff, aftually got a frock 
belonging to one of our people, that was towing over-board. At the fame time, they 
immediately fhewed a knowledge of bartering, and fold fomc fifh they had (amongft 
which was an extraordinary flounder, fpotted like porphyry ; and a cream-coloured 
eel, fpotted with black) for fmall nails, of which they were immoderately fond, and 
called them goore. But they caught, with the grcatell avidity, bits of paper, or any 
thing elfe that was thrown to them ; and if what was thrown fell into the fea, they made 
no fcruple to fwim after it. 

Thefe people feemed to differ as much in perfon, as in difpofition, from the natives 
ofWateeoo; though the diflance between the two iflands is not very great. Their 
colour was of a deeper cart ; and feveral had a fierce, rugged afpeft, refembling the 
natives of New Zqaland. The Ihell of a pear-oyftcr polifhed, hung about the neck, 
was the only ornamental falhion that we obferved amongft them ; for not one of 
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them had adopted that mode of ornament, fo generally prevalent amongft the natives 
of this ocean, of punduring, or tatooing theii* bodies. 

I’hough Angular in this, we had the moft unequivocal proofs of their being of the 
fame common race. Their language approached ftill nearer to the dialed of Otaheite 
than that of Wateeoo, or Mangeca. Like the inhabitants of thefe two illands, they 
inquired from whence our fliips came, and whither bound ; who was our chief j the 
number of our men on board ; and even the fliip’s name. 

Having but very little wind, it was one o’clock before we drew near the north-wefl: 
part of the ifland ; when I fent Lieutenant King, with two armed boats, to found and 
reconnoitre the coaft, while wc flood off and on with the fliips. The inffant the 
boats were hoifted out, our vifitors in the canoes, who had remained alongfide all the 
while, bartering their little trifles, fufpended their traffic, and pufhing for the fhore as 
faff as they could, came near us no more. 

At three o’clock, the boats returned ; and Mr. King informed me, that there 
was no anchorage for the fhips ; and that the boats could only land on the outer edge 
of the reef, which lay about a quarter of a mile from the dry land. He faid, that a 
number of the natives came down upon the reef, armed with long pikes and clubs, 
as if they intended to oppofe his landing. And yet when he drew near enough, they 
threw fome cocoa-nuts to our people, and invited them to come on fhore ; though, 
at the very fame time, he obferved that the women were very bufy bringing down a 
frefh fupply of fpears and darts. But, as he had no motive to land, he did not give 
them an opportunity to ufe them.” 

If I had been fo fortunate as to have procured a fupply of water, and of grafs, at any 
of the iflands we had lately vifited, it was my purpofe to have flood back to the fouth, 
till 1 had met with a wefferly wind. But the certain confequence of doing this, without 
fuch a fupply, would have been the lofs of all the cattle, before we could poflibly reach 
Otaheite, without gaining one advantage, with regard to the great objedof our voyage. 

I therefore determined to bear away for the Friendly Iflands, where I was fure of 
meeting with abundance of every thing I wanted. 

April the 7th, I fleered wefl-by-fouth, with a fine breeze eafterly. I propofed to 
proceed firfl to Middlcburg, or Eooa ; thitdeing, if the wind continued favourable, 
that we had food enough on board for the cattle, to laft till we fliould reach that ifland. 
But, about noon, next day, thofe faint breezes, that had attended and retarded us fo 
long, again returned j aixi 1 found it neceffary to haul more to the north, to get into 
the latitude of Palmerflone’s and Savage illands, difeovered in 1774, during my laff 
voyage ; that if neceffity required it, we might have recourfe to them. 

This day, in order to fave our water, I ordered the flill to be kept at work, from 
fix o’clock in the morning to four in the afternoon j during which time, we pro- 
cured from thirteen to fixteen gallons of frefli water. There has been lately made 
fome improvement, as they are pleafed to call it, of this machine, which, in iny opinion, 
is much for the worfe. 

At length, at daybreak, in the morning of the 13th, we faw Palmerflone ifland, 
bearing wefl-by-fouth, diflant about five leagues. However, wc did not get up with 
it, till eight o’clock the next morning. I then fent four boats, liircc from the Refolu- 
tion, and one from the Difeovery, with an officer in each, to Icarch the coafl for the 
moft convenient landing-place. For, now, we were under an abfolute neceffity of 
procuring from this ifland, fome food for the cattle j otherwifef we muft have loll 
them. ‘ 

The 
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The boats firft examined the fouth-ejifternmoft part, and failing there, ran down 
to the eaft, where we had the fatisfaftion to fee them land. This place is not 
inhabited. ; 

About one o’clock, one of the boats came on board, laden with fcurvy-grafs and 
young cocoa-nut trees ; which, at this time, was a feaft for the cattle. 'I’he fame boat 
brought a meflage from Mr. Gore, informing me, that there was plenty of fuch pro- 
duce upon the ifland. Before evening, I went afliore in a fmall boat, accompanied by 
Captain Clerke. 

We folind every body hard at work, and the landing-place to be in a fmall creek. 
Upon the bulhes that front the fca, or even farther in, wc found a great number of 
men-of-war birds, tropic birds, and two forts of boobies, which, at this time, were 
laying their eggs, and lb tame, that they fuffered us to take them off with our hands. 

At one part of the reef, which looks into, or bounds, the lake that is witiiin, 
there was a large bed of coral, alinoft even with the furface, which afforded, perhaps, 
one of the molt enchanting profpedls that nature has any where produced. Its bak' 
was fixed to the Ihore, but reached fo far in, that it could not be fecn ; fo that it 
feemed to be fufpended in the water, which deepened fo fuddenly, that, at tlie dillaiice 
of a few yards, there might be feven or eight fathoms. The Tea was,- at this time, 
quite unruffled ; and the fun fhining bright, expofed the various forts of coral, in the 
moft beautiful order. But the appearance of thefe was Hill inferior to that of the 
multitude of fillies that glided gently along, fccmingly with the moft p'^i fccl fecurity. 
The colours of the different forts were the moft beautiful that can be imagined ; yellow, 
blue, red, black, &c. far exceeding any tiling that art can produce. 

There wore no traces of inhabitants having ever been here ; if we except a fmall 
piece of a canoe that was found upon the beach, which, probably, may have drifted 
frOm fomc other ifland. But what is rather extraordinary, we fiiw feveral fmall brown 
rats on this fpot ; a circutnftance, perhaps, difficult to account for, unlefs we allow 
that they were imported in the canoe of which we law the remains. 

After the boats were laden, I returned on board,* leaving Mr. Gore, with a 
party, to pafs the night on fhore, in order to be ready to go to work early the next 
morning. 

That day was accordingly fpent, as the preceding one had been, in collecting, and 
bringing on board, food for the cattle. Having got a fufficient fupply by funlet, I 
ordered every body on board. But having little or no wind\ 1 determined to wait, and 
to emp.Viy the next day, by endeavouring to get foinc cocoa-nuts for our people froiiv 
the next ifland to leeward, where we could obferve that thofe trees were in much 
grpter abundance than where we had already landed. 

With this view 1 kept (landing off and on all niglit ; and, in the morning, between 
eight and nine o’clock, 1 went with the boats to the well-ltdc of the ifland, and landed 
with little difficulty. I immediately fet the people with me to work to gather cocoa- 
nuts, which we found in great abundance. Omai, who was with me, caught, with a 
fcoop-net, in a very fliort time, as much flfli as ferved the whole party on fliore for dinner, 
befides fending fome to both fliips. Here were alfo great abundance of birds, parti- 
cularly men-of-war and tropic birds ; fo that we fared fumptuoufly. And it is but 
doing juftice to Omai to fay, that, in thefe excurfions to the uninhabited illands, he 
was of the greateft ufe. ' For he not only caught the fifh, but dreffed thefe, and the 
birds we killed, i^i an oven with heated ftoues, after the fafluon of his country, with 
a dexterity and good-humour that did him great credit. 

We 
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We found this iflot near a half larger than the other, and almofl: entirely covered 
with cccoa-palms. A young turtle had been lately thrown afliore here, as it was ftill 
full of maggots. We found fome fcorpions, a/ew other infefts, and a great number 
of fifh upon the reefs. Amongft thefe were fome large eels, beautifully fpotted, which, 
when followed, would raife themfelves out of the water, and endeavour, with an open 
mouth, to bite their purfuers. The other forts were chiefly parrot-fifh, fnap'pers, and 
a brown fpotted rock-fifh, about the fize of a 'haddock, lb tame, that, inftead of 
fwimming away, it would remain fixed, and gaze at us. Had we been in abfolute 
want, a fufficient fupply might have been had ; for thoufands of the clams, already 
mentioned, ftuck upon the reef, fome of which weighed two or three pounds. There 
were, befides, fome other forts of fhell-fifh ; particularly the large periwinkle. When 
the tide flowed, fcveral (harks came in over the reef, fome of which our people killed j 
but they rendered it rather dangerous to walk in the water at that time. 

Upon the whcjle, we did not fpend our time unprofitably at this laft iflot ; for wo 
got there about twelve hundred cocoa-nuts, which were equally divided amongft the 
whole crew. 

The nine or ten low iflots, comprehended under the name of Pahnerfton’s ifland, 
may be reckoned the heads or fuinmits of the reef of coral rock, that conneiSls them 
together, covered only with a thin coat of fand, yet clothed, as already obferved, with 
trees and plants, moft of which are of the fame forts that are found on the low grounds 
of the high i^ands of this ocean. 

The heat, which had liecn great for about a month, became now much more dif- 
agrccable in thus clofo rainy weather; and, Iroin the moifture attending it, threatened 
foon to be noxious ; as the fliips could not be kept dry, nor the (kultles open for the 
fea. However, it is remarktiblc enough, that though the only refrelhment we had 
received fince leaving the (-ape of (Jood Hope, w'as that at New Zealand ; there tvas 
not, yet, a Angle perfon on board lick, from the conftant ufe of fait food, or vicilii- 
tude of climate. 

In the night between the’24tli and 25th we pafTed Savage ifland, which I had dif- 
covered in 1774. 1 fleered for the fouth, and then hauled up for Annamooka. The 

weather being fqually, with rain, 1 anchored, at the approach of night, in fifteen fa- 
thoms water, over a bottom of coral-fand and fliehs ; Komango bearing north-weft, 
about two leagues diflant. 

Soon after we anchored, two canoes, the one with four, and the other with tliree 
men, paddled towards us, and came alongfide without the leaft hefitation, They 
brought fome cocoa-nuts, brcad-lruit plantains, and fugar-cane, which they bartered 
with us for nails. 

Next morning, at four o’clock, I fent Lieutenant King, with two boats, to Kgmango, 
to procure refrelhmcnts ; and at five, made the fignal to weigh, in order to ply up to 
Annamooka, the wind being unfavourable at norih-weft. 

. It was no fooncr day-light, than we were vifited by fix or feven canoes from different 
iflands, bringing with them, befides fruits afid roots, two pigs, feveral fowls, fome 
large wood-pigeons, fmall rails, and large violet-coloured coots. All thefe they ex- 
changed with us for beads, nails, hatches, &c. They had alfo other articles of com- 
merce, fuch as pieces of their cloth, fi(h-hooks, fmall ballcets, mufical reeds, and 
fome clubs, fpears, and bows. But I ordered that no curiofides Ihould be purchafed, 
till the (hips (hould *be fupplied with provifions, and leave giveil for that purpofe. 
Knowing, alfo from experience, that, if all our people might trade with the natives, 
according to their own caprice, perpetual quarrels would enfue, I ordered that parti- 
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cular pcrfons fliould manage the traffic jjoth on board and on fliore, prohibiting all 
others to interfere. Before mid-day, Mr. King’s boat returned with feven hogs, fotne 
fowls, a quantity of fruit and roots forourfelves, and fome grals for the cattle. His 
party was %’ery civilly treated at Komango. The inhabitants did not feem to be lui- 
incrous ; and their huts, which ftood clofe to each other, within a plantain walk, were 
but indifferent. Not far from them was a pretty large pond of frelh water, tolerably 
good ; but there was not any appearance of a ftream. With Mr. King came on board 
the chief of the ifland, named Tooboulangec ; and another whofe name w'as I'aipa, 
They brought with them a hog, as a prefent to me, and promifed more the next 
day. 

Tooboulangec and Taipa kept their promife, and brought off to me fome hogs. 
Several others were alfo procured by bartering, from different canoes that followed 
us ; and as much fruit as we could well manage. 

At four o’clock next morning, I ordered a boat to be hoifted out, and fent the 
mafter to found the fouth-weff; fide of Annamooka. For his report I determined to 
anchor on the north-fide of the illand, where, during my laft voyage, I had found a 
place fit both for watering and landing ; we reached it that afternoon. 

Thus I refumed the very fame ftation w'hich I had occupied when I vifited Anna- 
mooka three years before ; and probably, almoft in the fame place where Talmah, 
thefirff dilicoverer of this, and fome of the neighbouring iflands, anchored in 1643. 

The following day I went afliorc, accompanied by Captain Clerke. Toobou, the 
chief of the ifland, conduced me and Omai to his houfe. We found it fituated on a 
pleafant fpot, in the centre of his plantation. A fine grafs-plot furrounded it, which, 
he gave us to underff and, was for the purpofe of cleaning their feet, before they w'ent 
within doors. I had not, before, obferved fuch an inftance of attention to clcanlinefs 
at*any of the places I had vifited in this ocean. While we were on fliore, we procured 
a few hogs, and fome fruit, by bartering ; and, before we got on board again, the 
fliips were crouded with the natives. Few of them coming empty-handed, every ne- 
ceffary refreflimcnt was now in the greateft plenty. 

I landed again in the afternoon, with party of marines ; and, at the fame time, 
the horfes, and fuch of the cattle as were in a weakly (late, were font on fhore. Every 
thing being fettled to my fatisfaftion, I returned to the ffiip at funfet, leaving the com- 
mand upon the ifland to Mr. King. Taipa, who was now become our faff friend, 
and who fcenied to be the only adive perfon about us, in Order to be near our party 
in the Eight, as well as the day, had a houfe brought, on men’s flioulders, a full 
quarter of a mile, and placed clofe by the fhed which our party occupied. 

Next day. May 3d, our various operations on fhore began. Some were employed 
in making hay for cattle ; others in filling our water-calks at the neighbouring ftagnant 
pool ; and a third party in cutting wood, In the evening, before the natives retired 
from our poft, Taipa harangued them for fome time. We could only guefs at the 
fubjeft ; and judged, that he was inftrufting them how to behave towards us, and 
encouraging them to bring the produce of the ifland to market. We experienced the 
good effefts of his eloquence in the plentiful fupply of provifions which, next day, we 

Nothmg'v^^^ notice, happened on the 4th and 5th, except that, on the former of 
thefe d^s, t e Wjfj-Qygjy fmall bower anchor, the cable being cut in two^ by 

the rocks. If^Vmsfortune made it neceffary to examine the cables ot the Refolution, 
which were found 
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On the 6 th, wc were vifited by a great chief from Tongataboo, whofe name was 
Feenou, and whom Taipa was pleafed to introduce to us as King of all the Friendly 
ifles. All the natives paid their obeifance to him, by bowing their heads as low as his 
feet, the foie of which they alfo touched with eacli hand, firll with the palm, and then 
with the back part. There co^uld be little room to fufpecl: that a perfon received with 
fo much refpedl, could be any thing lefs than the King. 

In the afternoon, 1 went to pay this great man a.virit, having firfl. received a prefent 
of two fifh from him, brought on board by one of his fervants. As foon as I landed, 
he came up to me. He appeared to be about thirty years of age, tall, but thin, and 
had more of the European features than any I had yet feen hero. After a flrort flay, 
our new vifitor and five or fix of his attendants, accompanied me on board. 1 gave 
fuitable prefents to them all, and entertained them in fuch a manner, as 1 thought would 
be mod agreeable. 

In the evening I attended them on Ihore in my boat, into which the chief ordered 
three hogs to be put, as a return i'or the prefents he had received from me. 

The Difeovery having found again her fmall bower anchor, fliifted her birth on the 
yth ; but not before her belt bower cable had fliared the fate of the other. This day, 
1 had the company of Feenou at dinner ; and alfo the next day, when he was attended 
by Taipa, Toobou, and foine other chiefs. It was remarkable, that none but Taipa 
was allowed to fit at tiiblc with him, or even to eat in his prefence. I own that I con- 
fidered Feenop as a very convenient gueft, on account of this etiquette. For, before 
his arrival, I had generally a larger company than I could well find room for. 

The firll day of our arrival at Annamooka, one of the natives liad llolen, out of the 
fhip, a large junk axe. I now applied to Feenou to exert his authority to get it re- 
dored to me ; and fo implicitly was he obeyed, that it was brought on board while we 
were at dinner. 'Fhefe peojilc gave us very frequent opportunities of remarking wiiat 
expert thieves they were. I'iven fome of the chiefs did not think this profcllion beneath- 
them. On the 9 th, one of them was deteded carrying out of the fliip, concealed under 
his clothes, the bolt belonging to the fpun y.arn w'inch ; for which I fontcnced him to 
receive a dozen ladies, and kept him confined till he paid a hog for his liberty. After 
this, w'e w'cre not troubled with thieves of rank. Their fervants, or daves, however, 
were dill employed in this dirty work ; and upon them a Hogging feemed to make no 
greater imprellion than it would have done upon the main-mail. When any of them 
happened to be caught in .the ad, their maders, far fi’om interceding for them, would 
often advife us to kill them. As this was a puniflnncnt wc did not chuie to inflid, they 
generally cfcaped without any punilhment at all ; for they appeared to us to be equally 
infenfible of the fhame and of the pain of corporal chadifement. Captain Clerke, at 
lad, hit upon a mode of treatment, which, we thought, had fome effed. He put them 
under the hands of the barber, and completely fliaved their heads ; thus pointing them 
out as objeds of ridicule to their countrymen, and enabling our people to deprive them 
of future opportunities for a repetition of their rogueries, by keeping them at a 
didancc. • 

Finding that we had quite exhauded the idand of almod every article of food that 
it afforded, I employed the iith in moving off, from the diore, the horfes, obferva- 
lories, and other things that we had landed, as alfo the party of marines who had 
mounted guard at our dation, intending to fail as foon as thie Difeovery Ihould have 
recovered her befl bow'er anchor. Feenou, underdanding that I n:fbant to proceed di- 
rcftly to Tongataboo, importuned me drongly to alter this plan, to which he expreflbd 
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as much averfion as if he had fome particular intereft to promote by diverting me from 
it. In preference to it, he warmly recommended an ifland, or iffither a group of 
iflands, called Hapaee, lying to the^north-eaft. There, he aflured us, we could be 
fupplied plentifully with every refrelhment, in the eafieft manner ; and, to add weight 
to his advice, he engaged to attend us thither in perfoq. He carried his point with 
me ; and Hapaee was made choice of for our next llation. As it had never been 
vifited by any European (hips, the examination of it became an objeft with me. 

The 12th and the 13th, werefpent in attempting the recovery of Captain Gierke’s 
anchor, which, after much trouble, was happily accomplifhed ; and on the i/jih, in 
the morning, we got under fail, and left Annamooka. 

This ifland is fomewhat higher than the other fniall ifles that furround it ; but, ftill 
it cannot be admitted to the rank of thofc of a moderate height, fuch as Mangeea and 
Wateeoo. 

Belides walking frequently up into the country, which we were permitted to do 
without interruption, we fometimes amufed ourfelves in (hooting wild ducks, not un- 
like the widgeon, which are very numerous upon the fait lake, and the pool where we 
got our water. 

To the north and north-eaft of Annamooka, and in the dired track to Hapaee, whi- 
ther we were now bound, the fea is fprinklcd with a great number of fmall ifles. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon being the length of Kotoo, the wcfternmo(t of the 
above clufter of fmall iflands, we (leered to the north, leaving I’oofoa ai/.d Kao on our 
larboard, keeping along the weft fide of a reef of rocks, v/hich lie to the weftward of 
Kotoo, till we came to their northern extremity, round which we hauled in for the 
ifland. 

We had, in the afternoon, been within two leagues of Toofoa, the finoak of which 
we faw feveral times in the day. The Friendly iflanders have fome fuperftitious no- 
tions about the volcano upon it, which they call kollefcea, and fay it is an otooa, or 
divinity. According to their account, it fometimes throws up very large ftoncs ; and 
they compare the crater to the fize of a fmall iflot, which has never ceafed finoaking 
in their memory ; nor have they any tra(^tion that it ever did. 

At day-break the next morning, beingthen not far from Kao, which is a vaft rock 
of a conic figure, we (leered to the caft, for the palTage between the iflands Footooha 
and Hafaiva, with a gentle breeze at fouth-caft. About ten o’clock, Feenou came on 
board, and remained with us all day. He brought with him two hogs and a quantity 
of fruitj and, in the courfe of the day, feveral canoes, from the different iflands, 
came round us, to barter quantities of the latter article, which was very acceptable, 
as our (lock was nearly expended. 

In the courfe of this night we could plainly fee flames ilfuing from the volcano upon 
Toofoa, though to no great height. 

At day-break in the morning of ihc i6th, with a gentle breeze at fouth-eaft, wc 
(leered north-eaft for Ilapace, which was now in fight. The wind fcanting upon us, 
we could not fetch the land ; fo that we were forced to ply to windward. 

On the 17th, I difpatcheci a boat to look for anchorage. A proper place was foon 
found ; and we came-to abroad of a reef, being that which joins Lefooga to Foa. 

By the time we had anchored, the (hips were (illed with the natives. They brought 
•from the Ihore hogs, f6wls, fruit, and roots, which they exchanged for hatchets, 
knives, nails, beatis, and cloth. I went on (hore, accompanied by Omai and Feenou, 
landing at the north part of Lefooga, a little to the right of the (hip’s ftation. 
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I'he chief condufled me to a hut, fituated clofe to the fea-beach, which I had fecn 
brought thither, .but a few luinutes before, for our reception. In thisFeenou, Omai, 
and myfclf, were feated. The other chiefs, and the multitude, compofed a circle,' on 
the outfide, fronting us j and they alfo fat down. I was then alked. How long 1 
intended to ftay ? On my frying, Five days ; Taipa was ordered to come and fit by 
me, and proclaim this to the people. He then harangued them, in a fpeech moftly 
didated by Fccnou. The purport of it, as 1 leamt from Omai, was, that they were 
all, both old and young, to look upon me as a friend, who intended to remain with 
them a few days ; that during my ftay, they muft not ftcal any thing, nor molcft me 
any other way ; and that it was expeded they Ihould bring hogs, fowls, fruit, &c. to the 
fliips, where they w'ould receive, in exchange for them, fuch and fuch things, which 
he enumerated. Soon after Taipa had finifhed his addrefs to the aflembly, Feenou left 
us. 'Faipa then took occafion to fignify to me, that it was ncceffary I Ihould make a 
prefent to the chief of the ifland, whofe name was Earoupa. 1 was not unprepared 
for this ; and gave him fuch articles as lar exceeded his expedation. My liberality 
to him brought upon me demands of the lame kind, from two chiefs of other ifles 
who were prefent, and from Taipa himfelf. When Feenou returned, which was im- 
mediately after I had made the laft of ihefe prefents, he pretended to be angry with 
'J'aipa for fulTering me to give away fo much ; but 1 looked upon this as mere finefle ; 
being confident that he aded in concert with the others. He now took his feat again, 
and ordered Earoupa to fit by him, and to harangue the people as Taipa had done, 
and to the fame purpofc ; didating, as bcibre, the heads of the fpeech. 

Tiiefe ceremonies being performed, the chief, at my requeft, conduded me to three 
ftagnant pools of frefh water, as he was pleafed to call it : and, indeed, in one of 
thcle the water was tolerable, ;md the fituation not inconvenient for filling our calks. 
After viewing the watering-place, we returned to our former ftation, where I found a 
baked hog and fome yams, fmoaking hot, ready to be carried on board for my dinner. 
1 invited Feenou and his friends to partake of it ; and we embarked for the fhip ; 
but none but himfelf fat dawn with us at the table. After dinner 1 conduded them on 
fliorc ; and, before 1 returned on board, the chief gave me a fine large turtle, and a 
quantity of yams. Our fupply of provifidlis was copious ; for, in the courfe of the 
day, wc got, by barter, alongfide the fhip, about twenty fmall hogs, befide fruit and 
roots. 

Next morning early, Feenou, and Omai, who fcarcely ever quitted the chief, and 
now llept on fhore, came on board. The objed of the vifit was to require my pre- 
fence upon the ifland. After fome time, 1 accompanied them ; and, upon landing, 
was conduded to the fame place where I had been feated the day before ; and where 
I faw a large concourfe of people already aflemblcd. I guefled that Ibmcthing ratore 
than ordinary was in agitation ; but could not tell what, nor could Omai inform me. 

I had not long been feated, before near a hundred of tie natives appeared in fight, 
and advanced, laden with yams, bread-fruit, plantains, cocoa-nuts, and fugaf -canes. 
They depofitcd their burdens, in two heaps, or piles, upon our left, being the fide they 
came from. Soon after arrived a number of others from the right, bearing the 
fame kind of articles ; which w'ere colleded into two piles upon that ^de. To thefc 
were tied two pigs, and fix fowls j and to thofc, upon the left, fix pigs, and two 
turtles. Earoupa feated himfelf 'before the feveral articles ilpon the left ; and another 
chief before thofc upon the right ; they being, as I judged, the llvo chiefs who had 
colleded them, by order of Feenou, who feemed to be as implicitly obeyed here, as 
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he had been at Anilamopka ; and, in confequonce of Ijia commanding fviperlorlty over 
the chiefe of .fia) 5 Siee, had laid this tax upon them for the prefent occafioa. 

As foon aiis this ftiunificent cpUeflidn of proyifions was laid down, in order, and dif- 
pofed to the beft advantage, the bearci^ of it joined the multitude, who formed a large 
circle round the whole. Prefently after a number of lu^m entered this circle, or area, 
before its, armed with cliibs, made of the green branches of the cocoa-nut tree. 
Thefp paraded about for a few minutes, and then retired ; the one half to one fide, 
and the other half to the other fide, feating themfelvcs before the fpedators. Soon 
afterj they fucceffively entered the lifts, and entertained us with fingle combats. One 
champion, rifing up and ftepping forward from one fide, challenged thofe of the other 
fide, by expreffive geftures, more than by words, to fend one of their body to oppofc 
• him. If the challenge was accepted, which was generally the cafe, the two combatants 
put themfclves in proper attitudes, and then began the engagement, which continued 
till one or other owned himfelf conquered, or till their weapons were broken. As 
foon as each combat was over, the victor fquatted himielf down facing the chief, then 
rofe up and retired. At the fame time lomc old men, who feemed to fit as judges, 
gave their plaudit in a few words ; and the multitude, efpecially thofe on the fide to 
which the vidor belonged, celebrated the glory he had acquired, in two or three 
huzzas. 

This entertainment was now and then fufpended for a few minutes. During thefe 
intervals there were both wreftling and boxing matches. The firft: wt^-e performed 
in the fame manner as at Otaheite ; and the fecond differed very little from the method 
pradifed in England. But what ftruck us with the moft furprife was, to fee a couple 
of lufty wenches ftep forth, and begin boxing, without the lead ceremony, and with 
as much art as the men. This conteft, however, did not laft above half a minute, 
before one of them gave it up. 'I’hc conquering heroine received the fame applaufc 
from the fpedators, which they bellowed upon the fuccefsful combatants of the other 
J'ex. We expreffed fome diflike at this part of the experiment ; which, however, did 
not prevent two other females from entering the lifts. 'I'hey feemed to be girls of 
i’pirit, and would certainly have given each other a good drubbing, if two old women 
had not interpofed to part them. All thelc combats were cxliibited in the inidft: 
of at Icaft three thoufand people, and were conduded with the greateft good-humour 
on ail fidcs. 

As foon as thefe diverfions were ended, the chief told n\e, that the heaps of pro- 
vifions on our right hand were a prefent to Omai ; and th:it thofe on our left hand, 
being about two-thirds of the whole quantity, were given to me. He added, that I 
might take them on board whenever it was convenient ; but that there would be no 
occafion to fet any of our people as guards over them, as I might be affured, that not 
a fingle cocoa-nut would be taken away by the natives. So it proved : for 1 left every 
thing behind, and returned to the fliip to dinner, carrying the chief with me ; and 
when the provifions were removed on board, in the afternoon, not a fingle article was 
miffing. There was as much as loaded four boats ; and 1 could not but be ftruck with 
the munificence of Feenou ; for this prefent far exceeded any 1 had ever received from 
any of the fovereigns of the various iflands I had vifited in the Pacific Ocean. I loft 
lio titpe in convincing our friend, that I was not infenfible of his liberality ; for, before 
heffaujtfed ipy fiiip, I bellowed upon him fuch of my commodities as 1 guefl'ed were 
mo^^bablO in his eftimation. And the return I made was fo much to his faiisfaftion, 
that, ^ as he got on ihore, he left me ftill indebted to him,, by fending me a Irefli 
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which fignifies King. I had never heard any one of them give this title to Feenou, 
however extenfive his authority over them, ’botl;^ here and at Annamoalta, had ap- 
peared to be ; which had all along inclined me, to faflted, that he was hot the King ; 
though his friend Taipa had taken pains to make me believe he was. Latoolibouia 
remained under the ftern till the evening, when he retired in his canoe to one of the 
iflands. Feenou was on board my Ihip at the fame time ; but neither of thefe great 
men took the leaft notice of each other. * 

Nothing material happened the ,<aext day, except that fomc of the natives Hole a 
tarpaulin, and other things, from off the deck. They were foon miffed, and the 
thieves purfued ; but without fuccefs. 

In the morning of the 23d, as we were going to unmoor, in order to leave the 
ifland, Feenou and his prime minifter I'aipa came alongfide in a failing canoe, and 
informed me, that they were fetting out for Vavaoo, an ifland which, they faid, lies 
about two days' fail to the northward of Hapaee. The objefl: of their voyage, they 
would have me believe, was to get for me an additional fupply of hogs, and fome 
red feathered caps for Omai, to carry to Otaheite, where they are in high efteem. 
Feenou affured me, that he Ihould be back in four or five days; and defired iHe not 
to fail till his return, when, he promifed, he would accompany me to Tongataboo. 
I thought this a good ppportunity to get fome knowledge of Vavaoo, and propofed to 
him to go thither with the fhips. But he feemed not to approve of the plan ; and 
by way of div erting me from it, told me, that there was neither harbour, nor anchorage 
about it. I therefore conl'ented to wait, in my prefent ftation, for his return ; and 
he immediately fet out. 

I'he next day our attention was for fome time taken up with a report induftrioufly 
fpread by fome of the natives, that a Ihip like ours had arrived at Annamooka fince 
we left it ; they alfo added, that Toobou, the chief of that ifland, was haftening thither 
to receive thefe new-comers. However, upon inveftigation, there appeared no founda- 
tion for it. What end the invention of this tale could anfwer, was not eafy to con- 
jefture ; unlefs wc fuppofe*it to have been artfully contrived, to get us removed from 
the one ifland to the other. 

In my walk, on ' the 25th, I happened to ftep into a houfe, where a woman was 
drelling the eyes of a young child, who feemed blind ; the eyes being much inflamed, 
and a thin film fpread over them. The inftruments (he ufed were two flender wooden 
probes, with which (he had bruflied the eyes fo as to make them bleed. It feems 
worth mentioning, that the natives of thefe iflands (hould attempt an operatitjp of this 
fort ; though I entered the houfe too late, to deferibe exaftly how this female oculift 
employed the wretched tools flic had to work with. 

I was fortunate enough to fee a different operation going on i’l the farae*Tib*lii^e, 
of which I can give a tolerable account. I found there another woman fiiaving a 
child's head, with a (hark’s tooth (luck into the end of a piece of ftick. I obferved, 
that (he firft wetted the hair with a rag dipped in water, applying her inllrument to 
that part which flie had previoufly foaked. The operation feemed to ghr^s^^ pain to 
the child ; although the hair was taken off as clofe as if one of^ur ras 9 q||tt(id been 
employed. Encouraged by what I now faw, I foon after tried 01 2 of th^e. lklgular 
inftruments upon myfelf, and found it to be an excellent fucced mernn. However, 
the men of thefe iflands have reeburfe to another contrivance whe.| they (have their 
beards. The operation is performed with two (hells ; one of wl^h they j^ace under 
a fmall part of the beard, and with the other, applied above, they ferape that part off. 
In this manner they are able to (have very clofe. The procefs is, indeed, rather 
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tedious, but not painful ; and there are men amongfl: them who feem to profcfs this 
trade. It was as common, while we w'ere here, to fee our Tailors go alhore to have 
their beards fcraped off, after the faflyon of Hapaee, as it was to fee their chiefe come 
•on board to be fliaved by our barbers. 

Finding that little or nothing of the produce of the ifland was now brought to the 
ihips, I refolved to change our ftation, and to wait Feenou’s return from Vavaoo, in 
fome other convenient anchoring place, where rcfreflnnents might ftill be met with. 
At half paft two in the afternoon of the 26th of May, I hauled into a bay that lies be- 
tween the fouth end of Lefooga, and the north end of Hoolaiva, and there anchored 
in feventeen fathoms water ; the Difcovery did not get to anchor till funfet. She had 
touched upon a Ihoal, but backed off again, without receiving any damage. 

As foon as we had anchored, I fent Mr. Bligli to found the bay ; and myfelf, ac- 
companied by Mr. Gore, landed on the fouthern part of Lefooga, to examine the 
country, and to look for frefh water. We were conducted to tw’o wells ; but the 
water in both proved execrable ; and the natives, our guides, affured us that they 
had none better. 

Near the fouth end of the ifland, and on the weft fide, we met with an artificial mount. 
From the fize of fome trees that were growing upon it, and from other appearances, 
I gueffed that it had been raifed in remote times : I judged it to be about forty feet 
high ; and the diameter of its fummit meafured fifty feet. At the bottom of this 
mount, ftood a ftone, which muft have been hewn of coral rock. It )was four feet 
broad, two and,, a half thick, and fourteen high ; and we were told by the na- 
tives prefent, that not above half its length appeared above ground. I'hcy called it 
Tangafa Arekee * j and faid, that it had been let up, and the mount raifed, by fome 
of their forefathers, in memory of one of their Kings ; but how long fince, they 
c<>uld not tell. 

About noon, a large failing canoe came under our ftern, in which was a perfon 
named Futtafaihe, or Poulaho, or both ; who, as the natives then on board told us, 
was King of I'ongataboo, and of all the neighbouring iffands. It was a matter of 
furprife to me, to have a ftranger introduced under this character, which I had fo 
much reafon to believe really belonged to Feenou. However, it being my intereft, 
as well as my inclination, to pay court to all the great men, without making inquiry 
into the validity of their afl'uined titles, I invited Poulaho on board ; he brought 
with him, as a prefent, two fat hogs, though not fo lat as hrafelf. If weight of body 
could give weight in rank or power, he was certainly the moft eminent man in that 
refpeft we had feen ; for, though not very tall, he was very unwieldy, and almoft 
fhapclefs with corpulence. 1 found him to be a fedate, fenfible man. He viewed 
the flnp and the fevcral new objeds with unconitnon attention, and afked many per- 
tinent queftions ; one of which was : What could induce us to vifit thefe iflands ? 
After he had fatisfied his curiohty in looking at the cattle, and other novelties, which 
he met with upon deck, 1 defired him to walk down into the cabin. To this his 
attendants objeded, faying, that if he were to accept of that invitation, it muft hap- 
pen, that people woi^ld walk over liis head ; but the chief himfclf, lefs fcrupulous in 
this refped than his attendants, w'avcd all ceremony, and walked down. 

Poulaho fat down with us to dinner ; but he ate little, and drank lefs. When we 
rofe from the table, he dtffired me to accompany him afliore. Omai was afked to be 
of the party ; but ne was too faithfully attached to Feenou to fliew any attention to 

• Tangala, in their language, is man ; Jreiee, king. 
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his competitor; and therefore excufed himfelf. t attended the chief in my own 
boat, having firfl: nude prcfcnts to him of fiich articles as, I could obferve, he valued 
much, and were even beyond his expc6i:ation tg receive. I was not difappointed in 
my view of thus fecuring his friendfhip : for the moment the boat reached the beach, 
he ordered two more Iiogs to Ije brought, and delivered to my people. He W’as then 
( arried out of the boat, by fomc of his own people, upon a board refembling a hand- 
barrow, and went and feated himfelf in a fraall houfe near the fhore ; which feemed 
to have been creded there for his accommodation. He placed me at his fide ; and 
his attendants, who were not numerous, feated themfelvcs in a fcmicircle before us, 
on the outfide of the houfe. Behind the chief, or rather, on one fide, fat an old 
woman, with a fort of fan in her hand, whofe office it was to prevent his being 
peftcred with the flies. 

The fcvcral articles his people had got, by trading on board the fliips, were now 
dlfplayed before him. He looked over them all with attention ; enquired what they 
had given in exchange, and feemed pleafed with the bargains they had made. At 
length, he ordered every thing to be reflored to the refpedive owners, except a glafo 
bowl, with which he was fo much pleafed, that he referved it for himfelf. The per* 
fons who brought thefe things to him, firft fquatted themfelvcs down before him, 
then they dcpofitcd their feveral purchafes, and immediately rofe up and retired. The 
fame refpedful ceremony was obferved in taking them away ; and not one of them 
prefumed to fpeak to him Handing. I fiayed till fcvcral of his attendants left him, 
tirft paying him obeifance, by bowing the hand down to the foie of his foot, and' 
touching or tapping the fame, with the upper and under fidi; of the fingers of both 
iiands. Others, vi ho were not in the circle, came, as it feemed, on piirpofe, and 
paid him this mark of refped, and then retired, without f peaking a word. I was 
(]uite charmed with the decorum that was obferved. 1 had no where fecn the likej* 
not even amongfl more civilized nations. 

The mafler (<f the Difcovei'y, who had been examining the channels by my orders, 
informed me, when 1 got ou board, that as far as he had proceeded there was an- 
chorage ; but that toward the Ibuth, he law a number of flioals and breakers. I 
tlierefore iliought it better to return toward Annamooka by the fame route, which 
we had fo lately experienced to be a fafe one. 

Having come to this refolution, I fliould have failed next morning, if the wind 
had not been unfettlcd. Ppulaho, the King, as 1 fhall now call him, ramc on board 
betimes ; and brought, as a prefent to me, one of their caps, made, or at leaft ciivcred, 
with red feathers. I'hefe caps were much fought after by us ; for we knew they 
would be highly valued at Otaheite. But, though very large prices were o^^ed, 
not one was eicr brought for fale ; w'hich fliewcd, that they were no lefs valuafire; 
ill the eftimation of the people here; nor was there a pei-fon in either fhip, that could 
make himfelf the proprietor of one, except rayfelf. Captain Clerke, and Omai. Thefe 
caps, or rather bonnets, are compofed of the tail feathers of the tropic bird, with 
the red feathers of the parroquets wrought upsn them, or jointly with them. They 
are made fo as to tie upon the forehead, without any crown, and hjve the form of a 
feniicircle, whole radius is eighteen or twenty inches. 

At day-break the next morning, I weighed with a fine breeze at eaft-north-eaft, 
and flood to the weilward, with a view to return to Annamookh. were followed 
by feveral failing canoes, in one of which was the King. He quitted us in a fhort 
time, but left his brother ard five of his attendants on board. We had alfo the 
company of a chief, jufl then arrived from Tongataboo, whofe name was Tooboueitoa. 
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The moment he arrived, he fent his canoe away, and declared that he and five more, 
who came with him, would fleep on board ; fo that I had now my cabin filled with 
vifitors. They brought plenty of provifions with them, for which they always had 
fuitable returns. 

At day -break on the 31 ft, I ftood for the channel w,hich is between Kotoo and the 
reef of rocks that lie to the weftward of it ; but on drawing near, I found the wind 
too fcant to lead us through. From an apprehenfion of lofing the iflands, with fo 
many of the natives on board, I tacked and ftood back, intending to wait till fome 
more favourable opportunity. We did but juft fetch in with Footooha, between which 
and Kotoo we fpent the night, under reefed topfails and forcfail. The wind was frefh, 
and blew by fqualls, with rain, and we were not w'ithout ajiprchenfions of danger. 
I kept the deck till midnight, when 1 left it to the nrafter, with fuch diredtions as I 
thought would keep the fhips clear of the Ihoals. Our Ihip, by a fmall fhift of the 
wind, fetched farther to the windward than was expected. By this means (he was 
very near running full upon a low fandy ifle, called Pootoo. It happened, very for- 
tunately, that the people had juft before been ordered upon deck, to put the fliip 
about, fo that the neceflary movements were executed with judgment and alcrtnefs ; 
and this alone faved us from deftrudion. The Difeovery being aftern, was out of 
danger. Such hazardous fituations are the unavoidable companions of the man who 
goes upon a voyage of difeovery. 

This circumftance frightened our paffengers fo much, that they exprefled a ftrong 
defire to get afhorc. Accordingly, as foon as daylight returned, 1 hoifted out a 
boat, and ordered the officer who commanded her, after landing them at Kotoo, to 
found along the reef that fpits off' from that ifland, for anchorage. For I was full as 
much tired as they could be, with beating about the furrounding ifles and fhoals, and 
<Jetermined to get to an anchor fomewhere or other, if poffible. While the boat was 
abfent, we attempted to turn the fhips through the channel, between the fandy ifle and 
the reef of Kotoo, in expe£lation of finding a moderate depth of water behind them 
to anchor in. But meeting with a tide or current againft us, we were obliged to de- 
fift, and anchor in fifty fathoms water, with the fandy ifle bearing eaft by north, 
one mile diftant. 

We lay here until the 4th, when wc weighed ; and with a frefh gale at eaft-fouth- 
eaft, ftood away for Annamooka, where we anchored next morning, nearly in the 
fame ftation which we had lately occupied. , 

I w^nt on fhore foon after, and found the inhabitants very bufy in their plantations, 
digging up yams to bring to market. It appeared alfo that they had been very bufy, 
while we were abfent, in cultivating ; for we now faw feveral large plantain fields 
••^h'^aces which we had fo lately feen lying wafte. The yams were now in the 
greateft perfedtion ; and we procured a good quantity, in exchange for pieces of 
iron. 

Before I returned on board, I vifited the feveral places where I had fown melon 
feeds, and had the mortification to find, that moft of them were deftroyed by a fmall 
ant ; but fome pii^e-apple plants, which I had alfo left, were in thriving ftate. 

About noon next day, Feenou arrived from Vavaoo. He told us, that feveral canoes, 
laden with hogs and other provifions, which had failed with him from lliat ifland, had 
been loft, owing to th6 late blowing weather ; and that every body bn board them 
had periflied. This melancholy tale did not feem to aff’effc any of Ins countrymen 
who bmrd it ; and as to ourfelves, we were, by this time, too well licquainted with 
hiB chaisader, to give, much credit to fuch a ftory. The following rabming, Poulaho, 

9 and 



CAPTAIN cook’s LAST VOYAOB. 

and the other chiefs* vho had been wind*bound with hitn, arrived. I happened at 
this time to be afhore in company with Feteou, who now feemed to be fenfible of 
the impropriety of his condud, in aifuming a ^arader that did not bdbng to him. 
For he not only acknowledged Poulaho to be King of Tongataboo and the other ifles, 
but afieded to infift much on*it ; which, no doubt, was ^rith a view to nudte andends 
for his former prefumption. I left him, to vifit this greater man, whom I found fit- 
ting with a few people before him. But every one haftening to pay court to him, the 
circle increafed pretty faft. I was very defirous of obfervin^ Feenou’s behaviour 
on this occafion, and had the raoft convincing proof of his fuperiority ; for he placed 
himfelf araongft the reft that fat before Poulaho, as attendants on his Majefty. Both 
he and Poulaho went on board with me to dinner ; but only the latter fat at table. 
Feenou, having made his obeifance in the ufual way, faluting his fovcreign’s foot 
with his head and hands, retired out of the cabin. The King had before told us 
that this would happen j and it now appeared, that Feenou could not even eat nor 
drink in his royal prefencc. 

At eight o’clock next morning, we (leered for Tongataboo, having a gentle breeze 
at north-eafl : about fourteen or fifteen failing vefTcls, belonging to the natives, fet out 
with us ; but every one of them outran the (hips confiderably. 

We continued our qourfe till daybreak, and prefently after faw feveral fmall illands 
before us, and Eooa and Tongataboo beyond them. We had at this time twenty-five 
fathoms wateq, over a bottom of broken coral and fand. The depth gradually de- 
creafed as we drew near the ifles above mentioned. We were, infenfibly, drawn upon 
a large flat, upon which lay innumerable coral rocks below the furface of the water. 
Notwithftanding all our care to keep the (hip clear of them, we could not prevent 
her from (Iriking on one of thefe rocks. Nor did the Difcovery, though behind us, 
efcape any better. Fortunately, neither of the (hips (luck faft, nor received any da- 
mage. We could not get back without increafing the danger, as we had come in 
almoft before the wind. The moment we found a fpot where we could drop the 
anchor, clear of rocks, we came to ; and fent the mailers with the boats, to found. 

About four o’clock, the boats made the fignal for having found good anchorage. 
Upon this we weighed, and ftood in till dark, and then anchored in nine fathoms, 
having a fine, clear fandy botiom. 

Next morning, while we were plying up the harbour, to which the natives direSed 
us, the King kept failing sound us in his canoe. There were, at th" fame time, a 
great many fmall canoes about the (hips. Two of thefe which could not ggt our of 
the way of his royal velTel, he ran quite over, with as little concern as if they had 
been bits of wood. Amongft many others who came on board the Refolution, was 
Otago, who had been fo ufeful to me when I vifited Tongataboo during my faft vo)iJ^ 
age ; and one Toobou, who, at that time, had attached himfelf to Captain Fumeaux. 
Each of them brought a hog and fome yams, as a teftimony of his friendlhip ; and I 
was not wanting, on my part, in making a fuitable return. 

At length, about two in the afternoon, we arrived at our intended (lation. It was a 
very fnug place, formed by the Ihore of Tongataboo on the foucl*eaft* and two fmall 
illands on the eaft and north-eaft. Here we anchored in ten fathoms watery over a 
bottom of oozy fand ; diftant from the Ihore one-third of a mile. 

Soon after we had anchored, having firft dined, 1 landed, accompanied by Omat, and 
fome of the officers. tWe found the King waiting for us upon the beach ; be imme- 
diately conduced us to a fmall neat houfe, fituated a little within the fldrts of the 
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fils^ w went to was a vi|lage, moft ddightfully fitoat^: on ,^e bank of the 
in|i^, wWe all, or mod of the ptlncipal perfons pf the hlan^ rpr^de j. i^eh i»aying his 
luhiJe in the ^dft of a fraall plantation with lefe hpofes, and bfficfe for f^ 
Thefe plantations are neatly fenced round; and, for the tnoft part, hat^ one 
entrance: this is by a door, ‘faftened on the infide by a prop of wood ; fb that a 
perfon has to knock before he can get admittance. Every article of the vegetable 
produce of the ifland, abounded in thefe plantations ; but thefe, I obferved, are not 
the refidence of people of the firft rank. There are fome large houfes near the pub- 
lic roads, with fpacious fmooth grafs-plots before them, and umaclofed. Thefe, I was 
told, belonged to the King, and, probably, they are the places where their public 
aflcmblics are held. 

About noon the next day, this Mareewagee, of whom we had heard fo much, 
actually came to the neighbourhood of our poft on diore ; and with him a very con- 
fiderable number of people of all ranks. I was informed, that he had taken this 
trouble on purpofe to give me an opportunity of waiting upon him ; having, probably, 
heard of the difpleafure I had ihewn on my difappointmeiit the day before. In the 
afternoon, a party of us, accompanied by Feenou, landed to pay him a vifit. We 
found a perfon fitting under a large tree, near the fliore, a little to the right of the 
tent. A piece of cloth, at lead forty yards long, was fpread before him, round which 
a great number of people of both fexes were feated. It was natural to fuppofe that 
this was the great man ; but we were undeceived by Feenou, who informed us, that 
another, who fat on a piece of mat, a little way from this chief, to the right hand, was 
Mareewagee ; and he introduced us to him, who received us very kindly, and defired 
us to fit down by him. The perfon who fat under the tree fronting us, was called 
Toobou ; and when I have occafion to fpeak of him afterward, I fliall call him old 
'i'oobou, to diftinguifli him from his namefake, Captain Furneaux’s friend. Both he* 
and Mareewagee had a venerable appearance. The latter is a flender man, and 
from his appearance, feems to be confiderably above threefcore years of age. The 
former is rather corpulent, " and alinoft blind with a diforder of his eyes ; though 
not fo old. 

We entertained them for about an hour, with the performance of two french-horns 
and a drum. But they feemed moft pleafed with the firing oft' a piftol, which 
Captain Clerke had in his pocket. Before I took my leave, the large piece of cloth 
was rolled up, and with a few cocoa-nuts, prefented to me. 

Toward noon, Poulaho returned from the place where we had left him tvjo days 
before, and brought with him liis fon, a youth about twelve years of age. I had his 
company at dinner ; but the fon, though prefent, was not allowed to fit down with 
him. It was very convenient to have him for my gueft ; for when he was prefent,,*' 
which was generally the cafe while we ftayed here, every other native was excluded 
from the table; and but few of them would remain in the cabin. Whereas if it happened 
that neither he nor Feenou were on board, the inferior chiefs would be very impor- 
tunate to be of our dining party ; and then we were fo crouded that we could not 
fit down to a meal with any fadsfadtion. The King was very foon reconciled to our 
manner of cookery ; but ftill, I believe, he dined thus frequently with^me, more 
for the fake of what we gave him w drink, than for what we fet before him to 
eat : for he had taken a liking to Our wine, could empty his* bottle las well as moft 
men, and was as cheerful over it. 

In the morning of the 15th, I received a raelTage from old Toobou, that he wanted 
to fee me aftiore. We found him, like an ancient patriarch, feated under, the fliade; p|fc 

4 * a 



CAPTAIN COOKES lAST VOYAGE. 


676 

a tree, with a large piece of the cloth, made in the ifland, fpread out at full length 
befare iiim ; and a number of refpeftable looking people fitting round it. He defired 
us to place ourfelves by him ; and then he told ()mai, that the cloth, together with a 
piece of red feathers, and about a doisea cocoa-nuts, were his prefent to me. I thanked 
him for the favour; and dcfired he would go on board with me, as 1 had nothing on 
Ihorc to give him in return. 

Oinai now left me, being feat fo'* by Poulaho ; and foon after, Feenou came and 
acquainted me that young Fattafaihe, Poulalio^s fon, defired to fee me. I obeyed 
the fiimmons, and found the Prince and Omai fitting under a large canopy of the 
finer fort of clotli ; with a piece of the coarfer fort fpread under them, and before 
them, tliat was feveiuy-fix yards long, and fevon and a half broad. On one fide was a 
large old boar ; and on i!ic other liJc a heap of cocoa-nuts. A luimbeM' of people 
w^cre (bated roniul the cloth : and amongfl thetn, I obibrved Maree\v.i<:e(’, aud others of 
the firft rank. 1 was defired to fit down by the Prince ; and then Omai in{oniK‘Ll me, that 
he had been initruaed by the King to tell me, that as he and I were friends, he hoped 
that his fon miglit be joined in this friondihip ; and that as a token of tny confent, I 
would accept of his prefent. I very readily agreed to the propofal ; aud it being now 
dinner-time, 1 invited tltem all on board. 

Accordingly, the young Prince, Mareewagee, old I'oobou, three or four inferior 
chiefs, and two refpeclable old ladies of the liri'c rank, accompanied me. Mareewagee 
was dreffed in a new piece of cloth, on the fkirts of which were fixed fix j)reuy large 
patches of red feathers. This drels feemeJ to have been made on purpofe lor this 
vifit; for as foon as he got on board, he put it olF, and prefented it to me; having, 
I guefs, heard that it would be acceptable on account of the leatliers. Every 
one of my viiitors received from me fuch prefents as, I liad reafon to believe, they 
%vere highly fatisfied with. When dinner came upon table, not one ol‘ them would 
fit down, or eat a bit of any thing that was ferved up. On exprefiing iny furprife at 
this, they were all taboo, us they faid ; which word IrUsS a very compreheiiuve meaning ; 
but ill general fignifios, that a thing is forbidden. Why they wen^ laid under fuch 
reftraints, at prefent, was not explained. Dinner being over, and having graiihed their 
curiofity, by Ihewingto them every part of the (hip, I then coridudcd them aihore. 

foon as tine boat n'ached the beach, Feenou, and fonie others, inibintly Hepped 
but. Young Fattafaihe following them, was c,illcd back by Mareewagee, who now 
paid ihe heir apparent the fame obeifance, and in the faiiK' inaniier, that 1 had fecn it 
paid to the King. 

I was not forry to be prefi nt on this occafion, as I was furniflied with the moft 
unequivocal proofs of the uipreme dignity of Poulalr) and his Ion over the otheu* prin- 
"*cipal chicis. Indeed, by tiiis time, I had acquired ioiiu* ceruiiii informati m about 
the relative fituations of tiu- few r.il great men, wliofc names have been fo ofien men- 
tioned. 1 now knew that Mareevvagee and old Ibobou were brothers. Poulalio’s 
appearance having fatisfied us iliat we had been under a miftake, in cojifiJering Feenou 
as the fovereign of rhefe iflands, we hud been, at firft, much puz/ded about his real 
rank ; but that was, by this time, afeertained. Feenou was uxie of Marccwagec’s fons, 
and Iboboocitoa was another. 

Mr. Anderfon, with fomc others, made an cxcurfion into the country, which 
furnilhed him w th the following remarks. Near the creek, which runs to the weft- 
ward of the tent, the land is quite flat, and partly overflowed by the lea every tide. 
When^ that retires, the furface is feen to be compofed of coral rock, with holes of 
vellowiih mud Icattered up and down j aud toward the edges, where it is firmer, are 
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mnnmerable little openings, from which iflue as many fmall crabs, of two or three 
different forts, which fwarni upon the fpot, as’flies upon a carcafe ; but are fo nimble, 
that, on being approached, they difappear in an 4nftant, and baffle even the natives to 
catch any of them. 

At this place is a work of iirt, which flicws that thefe people are capable of fome 
defign and pcrfeverance, when they mean to accoinplifli any thing. This work begins 
on one fide as a narrow caufcway, which, becondiig gradually broader, rifes, with a 
gentle afcent, to the height of ten feet, where it is five paces broad, and the whole 
length feverity-four paces. Joined to this is a fort of circus, wltofe diameter is thirty 
paces, and not above a foot or two higher than the caufew'ay that joins it, with forae 
trees planted in the middle. On the oppofite fide, another caufeway of the fame fort 
defeends; but this is not above forty paces long. All that we could learn rcfpetling 
it from the natives, was, that it belonged to Poulaho, and is called Etchec. 

On the 16th, in the morning, Mr. Gore and I took a walk into the country; in 
the courfe of which nothing remarkable appeared, but our having opportunities of 
feeing the whole procefs of making cloth, which is tlie principal manufaiture of thefe 
iflands, as well as of many others in this ocean. In the narrative of my/firft voyage, 
a minute del'cri[Aiou is given of this operation, as performed at Otaheite; but the 
procefs hero difl'ering in iome particulars, it may bo worth while to give the follow'ing 
account of it. 

The manutVdnrcrs, who are females, take the flender ftalks or trunks of the paper 
mulberry, which they cidtivaio for that purpofe, and which feldoin grows more than, 
fix or feven feet in height, and aboutTour fingers in thicknefs. From thefe they ftrip 
the bark, and ferape olf the; outer rind wdth a mufclc-ihell. The bark is then 
rolled up to deflroy the convexity which it had round the ftalk, and macerated in water 
for fome time (they fay, a night ). y\ftcr this, it is laid acrofs the trunk of a frnall trec’^, 
fquared, and beaten with a iquare wooden inftrument, about a foot long, full of coarfe 
grooves on all lidos, hut fometimes with one that is plain. According to the fize of 
the bark, a piece is foon jiroduced; but the operation is often repeated by another 
hand, or it is folded feveral times, .ind beat longer, w'hich feems rather intended to 
clofe than to divide its texture. Wiien this is fufficiently efi'efted, it is fpread out to 
dry; the pieces being from four to fix, or more, feet in length, and half as broad. 
I’hey arc then given to another perfon, who joins the pieces, by fincaring part of them 
('verwith the vifeous juice .oi a berry, called tooo, which iervesas a glu". Having been 
thus Icnglheneil. they are laid over a large piece of w’ood, with a kind oi Itainp, made 
of a fibrous fubftance pretty dofely interwoven, placed beneath. They then take a 
bit of cloth, ami dip it in a juice, cxprelVed from tlic bark of a tree, called kokka, , 
which they rub briikly upon the piece that is making. 'I’his, at once, leaves a dVil! 
brown colour, and a dry glofs upon its furface ; the fiamp, at the fame time, raaTcing.a 
flight impreflion, that anfwers no other purpofe that I could fee, but to make the fqveral 
pieces that are glued ttjgetiier, flick a little more firmly. In this manner they proceed, 
joining and Ihuning by degrees, till they produce a piece of cloth, of fuch length and 
breadth as they want ; generally leaving a border, of a foot broad, at the fides, and 
longer at the ends, unllaincd. Throughout the whole, if any parts of the original 
pieces are too thin, or have holes, which is often the cafe, they glue fpare bits upon 
them, till they become of an equal thicknels. When they •ttant to^)roduce a blacte 
colour, they mix the foot procured from an oily nut, called dooedooe, with the juice 
of the kokka, in diiferent quantities, according to the propofed depth of the tinge. 
They fay, that the black fort of cloth, which is commonly moflt glazed, makes a cold 
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drefs. but the other a trarmone; and, to obtain flren^ in both, theym'e al#aw 
careful to join the fmaU jpiieces lengAwife, which makes it nnpoirible to tear the doth in 
any direcStion but one. 

On our return from the country, we met with Feenou, and took him, and another 
young chief, on board to dinner. When our fare was'fet upon the table, neither of 
them could eat a bit ; faying, that they were taboo avy. But after enquiring how the 
viduals had been dreffed, having found that no avy (water) had been ufed in cooking a 
pig and fome yams, they both fat down, and made a very hearty meal ; and, on being 
affured that there was no water in the wine, they drank of it alfo. From this we 
conjcftured, that, on fome account or another, they were, at this time, forbidden to ufc 
water ; or, which was more probable, they did not like the water we made ufe of, it being 
taken out of one of their bathing places. This w:is not the only time of our meeting 
with people that were taboo avy ; but for what real’on, we never could tell with any 
degree of certainty. 

Next day was fixed upon by Mareewagee for giving a grand haiva, or entertain, 
mcnt, to which we were all invited. For this purpofe, a large fpace had been cleared, 
before the temporary hut of this chief, near our port, as an area where the performances 
were to be exhibited. In the morning, great multitudes of the natives came in from 
the country, every one carrying a pole, about fix feet long, upon his Ihoulder ; and at 
each end of every pole a yam was fufpended. Thefe yams and poles were depofited 
on each fide of the area, fo as to form two large heaps, decorated with different forts 
of ftnall fifli, and piled up to the greateft advantage, 'i’hey were Mareewagee’s prefent 
to Captain Clerke and me. 

Every thing being thus prepared, about eleven o’clock they began to exhibit various 
dances, which they call mai. 'I hc mufic confifted, at firft, of feventy men as a chorus, 
^ho fat dowm; and atnidft them were placed three inftruments, which we called 
drums, though very unlike them. They are large cylindrical pieces of wood, or trunks 
of trees, from three to four feet long, fome twice as thick as an ordinary-fized man, 
and fome fmaller, hollowed entirely out, but clofed at both ends, and open only by a 
chink, about three inches broad, running ahnoft the w hole length of the drums ; by 
which opening, the reft of the wood is certainly hollowed, though the operation muff 
be difficult. This inftrument is called naffa ; and, with the chink turned toward 
them, they fit and beat ftrongly upon it with two cylindrical pieces of hard wood, 
about a foot long, and as thick as the wrilt j by which mains, they produce a rude, 
though loud and powerful found. They change the tones, by beating in the middle, 
or near the end. 

Xhe firll dance confifted of four ranks, of twenty-four men each, holding in their 
hands a little thin light wooden inftrument, about two feet long, and in fliape not 
unlike a fmall oblong paddle. "With thefe, which are called pagge, they made a 
great many dili’erent motions ; loch as pointing them toward the ground on one fide, 
at the fame time inclining their bodies that way, from which they were fhifted to the 
oppofite fide in the fame manner; theft paffing them quickly from one hand to the 
other, and twirling them about very dexteroufly, with a variety of qthei’ manoeuvres, 
ail which were accompanied by correfponding attitudes of the body. Their motions 
Were at firft flow, but qujekened as the drums Beat fafter ; and they recited fentep^es, 
in a.mufical tonej the whole time, which were anfwe'red by the chorus ; but at the end 
of a llhort fpace they all joined, and finifhed wdth a fhout ; then the rear rank dividing, 
Ihifte^ .themfelves very flowly round each end, and meeting in the front, foraed the 
fillf^ank ; the whole number continuing to recite the fentences as before. The other 
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ranks did the fav^e fucceffively, till that which at firfl: was the front, became the rear ; 
and thirfr . evpidtioh oondnuea in the fame manner, till the laft rank regained its firft 
fituii,ti6n. ' ^eti they began a much quicker dance, though flow at firft, and fung.abbut 
ten ‘minutes, when the whole body divided into two pans, retreated a little, and then 
approached, forming a fort of circular figure, which finifhed the dance; the drants 
being removed, and the chorus going oft' the field at the fame time. ■, ' ! 

Three drums (which, at leaft, took two, and fometimes three men to carry them) 
were now brought in, and feventy men fat down as a chorus to another dance. This 
confifted of two ranks, of fixteen perfons each, with young Toobou at their head. 
Thefe danced, fung, and twirled the pagge as before ; but, in general, much quicker. 
A motion that met with particular approbation, was one in which they held the face 
afide, as if afhamed. The back rank clofed before the front one, and that again re- 
fumed its place as in the two former dances. At that inftant, two men entered very 
haftily, and cxcrcifed the clubs which they ufe in battle. They did this, by firft twirl- 
ing them in their hands, and making circular ftrokes before them with great force and 
quicknefs ; but fo Ikilfully managed, that, though ftanding quite clofe, they never 
interfered. I'o them fucceeded a perfon with a fpear, in the fame hafty manner ; 
looking about eagerly, as if in fearch of fomebody to throw it at. He then ran 
haftily to one fide of the crowd in the front, and put himfelf in a threatening attitude, 
as if he meant to ftrike with his fpear at one of them, bending the knee a little, and 
trembling, as it were with rage. He continued in this manner only a few feconds, 
when he mevea' to the other fide, and having ftood in the fame pofturc there for the 
fame fhort time, retreated from the ground as fall: as when he made liis appearance. 

The laft dance had two drums, and confifted of fixty men, who had not danced 
before, difpofed in three rows, having twenty-four in front. They divided into two 
bodies, with their backs to each other ; formed again, Ihifted their ranks, as in the 
other dances ; divided and retreated, making room for two champions, who exercifed"* 
their clubs as before, and after them two others : the dancers all the time reciting 
llowly in turn with the chorus ; after which they advanced, and finifhed. 

Thefe dances lafted from eleven till near three o’clock ; and though they were, 
doubtlefs, intended to ftiew us a fpecimen of their dexterity, vaft numbers of their own 
people attended as fpeftators. Some of us computed that there were not lefs than ten 
or twelve thoufand within the compafs of a quarter of a mile, drawn together, for the 
moft part, by mere curiofity. 

It is with regret I mention that we could not underftand what was fpoken, while we 
were able to fee what was a«fted in thefe amufenrents. This, doubtlefs, won Id iiave aftbrded 
us much information as to the genius and cuftoms of thefe people. It was obfervable, 
that though the fpoftators always approved of the various motions, when well made, 
a great fhare of the pleafure they received feemed to arife from the fentimental . part, 
or what the performers delivered in their fpeeches. Howevei-, the mere ading part, 
independently of the fentences repeated, was well worth our notice, both with refpedt 
to the extenfive plan on which it was executed^ and to the various motion, as well as , 
the exad unity, with which they were performed. No pen can deferibe the nunterofts 
adioiis and motions, the fingularity of which was not greater than was the eafe and 
gracefuluefs with which they were performed. 

The whole was conduded with far better order than could Ijave been expeded in fa 
largii an aflrembly. Amongft fuch a multitude, there muft be a numbW of ift-difpofed 
peqple ; and we hourly experienced it. All our care and attention did not prevent 
thfetf plunderbg us in every quarter ; and that in the moft daring and infolent man- . 
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ner. Tliere was hardly any thing that they did not attempt to fteal ; and yet^ ais the 
crowd was always fo great, I would not allow tlie fentries to fire, lefl; the innocent 
ftould fuffer for the guilty. They once, at noon-day, ventured to aim ait taking an 
anchor from off the Difcovery’s bows ; and they would certainly have fucceeded, if 
the Hook had not hooked one of the chain-plates in lowering down the (hip’s fide, 
from which they could not difengage it by hand ; and tackles were things they were 
unacquainted with. The only aft^of violence they were guilty of, was the breaking 
the (houlder-bone of one of our goats, fo that (he died foon after. This lofs fell 
upon themfelves, as (he was one of thofe that I intended to leave upon the idand ; but 
of this the perfon who did it was ignorant. 

Early in the morning of the i8th, an accident happened that ftrongly marked one 
of their cultoms. ■ A man got out of a canoe into the quarter-gallery of the Refo- 
lution, and (lole from thence a pewter bafon. He was difeovered, puriued, and brought 
alongfide the (hip. On this occafion, three old women, who were in the canoe, made 
loud lamentations over the prifoiier, beating their breafts and faces in a mod; violent 
manner with the infide of their fids ; and all this was done without (Iiedding a tear. 
I'his mode of exprelling grief is what occafions the mark which aimoit all this people 
bear on the face, over the cheek-bones. 

This day, 1 beftowed on Mareewagec feme prefonts, in I'eturn for thofe we had re- 
ceived from him the day before ; and as the entertainments which he had then exhi- 
bited for our amufement, called upon us to make fome exhibition in our way, I 
ordered a party of marines to go through their exercife, on the (pot where his dances 
had been performed ; and in the evening, played off fome fireworks at the fame place. 
Poulaho, with all the principal chiefs, and a great number of people of all denomi- 
nations, were prefent. The platoon firing, which was executed tolerably well, feemed 
,to give them pleafure ; but they were loll in allonilhment when they beheld our water- 
rockets. 

In expedation of this evening (Iiow, the circle of natives about our tent being 
pretty large, they engaged the greatefl; part of the aftenipon, in boxing and wrellling. 
When any of them chul’es to wrcllle, he gets up from one fide of the ring, and 
croffes the ground in a fort of meafured pace, clapping fmartly on the elbovv-joint of 
one arm, which is bent, and produces a hollow found ; that is reckoned the challenge. 
If no perfon comes out from the oppofite fide to engage him, he returns in the fame 
manner and fits down ; but fometimes (lands clapping in the midfl of the ground, to 
provoke fome one to come out. If an opponent appears, they come together wirli 
marks of the greatefl good-nature, generally fmiling, and taking time to adjuft the 
piece of cloth which is faftened round the waift. 'I’hey then hold of each other 
by this girdle, with a hand on each fide ; and he who fucceeds in drawing his anta- 
goniftr to him, immediately tries to lift him upon his bread, and throw him upon his 
back ; and if he be able to turn round with him two or three times in that polition, 
before he throws him, his dexterity never fails of procuring plaudits from the fpefla- 
tors. If they be more equally matche^l, they clofe foon, and endeavour to throw each 
other by entwining their legs, or lifting each other from the ground ; in which drug- 
gies they (hew a prodigious exertion of drength, every mufcle, as it were, being ready 
to burd with draining. When one is thrown,, he immediately quits the field, but the 
vidlors fit downjfor a fow feconds, then gets up, and gofes to il^e fide he came from, 
who proclaim the viflory aloud, in a fcntence delivered (lowly, and in a mufical ca- 
denl^ When they find that they are fo equally matched as not likely to throw each 
diUk* they leave off by mutual confent. 


The 
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The boxers advance fide-ways, changing the fide at every pace with one arm ftretched 
fully out before, the other behind ; and holding a piece of cord in one hand, which 
they wrap firmly about it when they find an antagoniH, or elfe have done fo before 
they enter. This, I imagine, they do, to prevent a dillocation of the hand or fingers. 
Their blows are directed chiefly to the head ; but fometimes to the fides ; and are 
tdealt out with great adiviiy. ’ One of their moft dexterous blows is to turn roimd on 
i||ii^r heel, juft as they have ftruck their antagonill, and to give him another very 
Mprt one with the other hand backward. 

f ^he boxing match(?s feldom laft long ; and the parties either leave off together, nr 
one acknowledges his being beat. But they never fing the fong of viftory in thefe 
cafes, unlefs one ftrikes his adverfary to the ground ; which Ihews, that of the two, 
wreftling is their moft approved diverfion. Some of our people ventured to contend 
with them in both cxerciies, but were always worfted. 

The animals which we had brought were all on Ihore. Knowing their thievlfli dil- 
polition, I thought it prudent to declare my intention of leaving fomc of them behind, 
and even to make a diftribution of them previoufly to my departure. 

AVith this view, in the evening of the 19th, I affembled ail the chief;’ before our 
houle, and my intended prtfoi;t>s to them were marked out. To Poulaho, th-'; King, 

I gave a young Englifli bull and cow ; to Mareewagee, a Cape ram and two ewes ; 
and to Feenou, a horfe and a mare. As iny defign to make fuch a diftnbution had 
been made known the clay beh)re, moft of (#ie people in the neigltbourhood were 
then prelenU * I inflructed Omai to tell them that tlicre were no iuch animals within 
many months fail of their iflatid ; that w'e had brought them, for their ufe, from that 
iinmetire diftanco, at a vaft trouble and expenfe 5 that therefore they intift be careful 
not to kill any of them till they had multiplied to a numerous race ; and lallly, that 
they and their children ought to remember that they had received them from the mep 
cjf Britain. He alfo explained to tlicm their fovcral ufes, raid what eife was neceffary 
for them to know, or rather as far as he knew; for Omai was not very well verfed 
in fuch things himfelf. 

It foon appeared that fome were diffalisficd with this allotment of our animals ; for 
early next morning one of our kids and two turkey-cocks wore miffing. I could not 
be fo fmiplc as to fuppofe that this w'as merely an accidental lofs ; and I w'as determined 
to have them again. The firft ftep I took was to feize on three canoes that happened 
to bo alongfide the ftiips. then went afliore, and having found the Ting, his brother, 
Feenou, and fome other chiefs, in the houfe that we occupied, I immediately put a 
guard over them, and gave them to underftand that they inuft remain upder reftraint, 
till not only the kid and the turkeys, but the other things, that had been ftolen from us 
at different times, were reftored. They concealed, as well as they could, their feelings, 
■on finding themfelves prifoners ; and having affured me that every thing fhould be 
reftored as I defired, fat down to drink their kava, fcemingly much at their eale. It was 
not long before an axe and an iron w’edge were brought to me. In the mean time fome 
armed natives began to gather behind the houfe ; but on a part of our guard marching 
againft them, they difperfed ; and I advifed the chiefs to give orders that no more 
fhould appear. Such orders were accordingly given by them, aitd they were obeyed. 
On afking them to go aboard vvith ma to dinner, they readily confented. But fome 
having afterwards objected to the King’s gomg, he inftantly 'rofe up| and declared he 
Would be the firft mat). Accordingly we came on board. I kept them there till near 
four o’clock, when I conduded them afliore ; and foon after the kid and one of the 
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turkey-cocPS: were brought back. The other, they faid, fhould be reftored the next 
moniiiig. I believed this would happen, and releafed both them and the canoes. 

After the chiefs had left us, I walked out with Omai, to obferve how the people 
about us fared ; for this was the time of their meals. I found that in general they 
were at Ihort commons. Nor is this to be wondered at, fmee inoft of the yams, ani 
other proviftons which they brought with them, were fold to us ; and they never 
thought of returning to their own habitations while they could find any fort of fub- 
fifleiice in our neighbourhood. 

In this walk \vc met with about half a dozen women, in. one place, at fupper. Two 
of the company I obferved being fed by the others; on our afkin^ the roafon, they 
faid, taboo niattee. On f.'.rthcT enquiry wc found tliat one of them had, two months 
before, walhed the dead corpfc of a chief ; mid that on this account Ihe was not to 
handle any food for five months. I'hc other had performed the fame office to the 
corpfe of another perfou of inferior rank, and was now under the fame reftriftionj 
but not for fo long a time. 

Early the next morning the King came on board, to invite me to an entertainment, 
which he propofed to give the fame d;iy. He had already been under the barber's 
hands, his head being all befmeared with red pigment, in order to redden his hair, 
which was naturally of a dark brown colour. Aftci breakfaft i attended him to the 
fhorc ; and we found the people viry bufy, in two places, in the front of our area, 
fixing in an upright and fquare pofitic*, thus four very long polls, near two 

feet from each other. The fpace betw’een the ports was afterward filled "up with yams ; 
and as they went on filling it, they fiirtened pieces of flicks acrols, from poll to port, 
at the dillance of about every four feet, to prevent the jjolls from feparating by the 
weight of the inclofcd yams, and alfo to get up by. When the yams had reached the 
top of the firft ports, they fartened others to them, and fo continued till each pile was 
the height of thirty feet or upwards. On the top of one, they placed two baked 
hogs j on the top of the other, a living one ; and another they tied by the legs, half 
way up. It was mattiT of curiofity to obferve, v/ith what facility and difpalch ihefc 
two piles were raifed. Had our fcamen been ordered to execute fuch a work, they 
would have fworn that it could not be p^forined without carpenters j and the carpen- 
ters would have called to their aid a dozen dirterent forts of tools, and have expended, 
at lealt, a hundred weight of nails ; and after all it w'ould have employed them as many 
days, as it did thefe people hours. But fcamen, like moft other amphibious animals, 
are always the moft helplefs on land. After they had completed thefe two piles, they 
made fcA'eral other lieaps of yams and bread-fruit on each fide of the area ; to which 
were added a turtle, and a large quantity of excellent fifli. 

I dined affiorc. "i'he King far down with us ; but he neither ate nor drank. I found 
that this v\as owing to the jn elcnee ol a female, who, as we afterward underflood, had 
fuperior rank to hiinfelf. As loon as this great perfonage had dined, fhe ftepped up 
to the King, who put his hands to her feet; and then flie retired. lie immediately 
dipped his fingers in a glafs of wine, ;ind then received the obeifaficc of all her fol- 
lowers. This was the fingle inllance wc ever obferved of his paying this mark of re- 
verence to any perfon. At the King’s defire, 1 ordered fome fireworks to be played 
oft' in the evening ; but unfortunately being damaged, this exhibition did not anfwer 
expeflation. (■ 

As no more entertainments were to be expefled on either fide, and the curiofity of 
the populace wa^ by this time, pretty well fatislied, moft of them left us. We ftill 

however 
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libwever had thieves about us ; and encouraged by the negligence of o#fr O’.vn people, 
we had continual inftanccs of their depredations. 

Some of the officers belonging to both ffiip^s, who had made an excurfion into the 
interior parts of the illand, without my leave, and indeed, without my Knowledge, 
returned this evening, after, an abfence of two days. 'I'hcy had taken with ! hern their 
mulkets, with the neceffary ammunition, and fevcral Imall anicles of the favourite 
commodities ; all which the natives iiad the dextnaiy U) {lea! from, in the courfe 

of their expedition. Focnou and Poulaho, upon tins oreahon, very juftiy oijferved, 
that il any of my people, at any time, wanted to go imo the country, they ought to 
be acquainted witli it ; in which cafe they would f:ud proper perions al iug with dtem ; 
and then they would be aiilwcrablc! lot- tin ir lulcty. 'J'hough I gave myi'cli no trouble 
about the recovery of the ihines lloleii upon thi: occallon, moit oi ihrougii 

Fceuini’s interpolilion, were recoven-d, except nuillo t ami a !e\v otb. r anie! 
of inlerior value. By this time alfo we had n covored the turkey'Ccck, ajid moit of 
th(‘ tools and other matters that luul been llolon from our worltmen, We had now 
recruited the lliips v.'ith wo('d and water, and had fmifhed the repairs of our fluk:. 
However, as an eelijifc of the fun was to liappen upon the ^rh of July, and it was 
now the 25tli of J^une, I refolved to d,.“fer failing till that time had clapied, in order to 
have a clumee of obdbrving it. 

Having therefore fomc' da\ s of Icllure before; me, a party of u-', accompanied by 
Poulaho, fet.out early next moniing, in a boat, for Moca, ihe village where he and 
the other groat men ufually refide. As we rowed uj) tlie inlet, we met fourteen canoes 
fifliing in company ; in one of which was Poulaho’s Ion. In cath canoe was a trian- 
gular net, extended between two poles ; at the lower end oi which was a cod to re- 
ceive and fecure the fifh. They had already caught fome line mullets ; and they put 
about a dozen into our boat. 1 defirod to fee their method nf iiihing ; w'hich tht^y 
readily complied w-ith. A fhoal <)f fifh was fuppofed to be ujk)Ii one of the banks, 
which they inffantly incKifcd in a long net like a feine, or fet-net. This the fifners, one 
getting into the water out (*f each boat, funounded with the triangular nets in their 
hands ; with which tliey fcooped llic fifh out of the feine, or caught them as they 
attempted to leap over it. 

Leaving the Prince and Iiis filhing-party, we proceeded to the bottom of the bay, 
and landed vficre wc had done bidbre, on our fruitlols errand to fee Marcewagcc. 
Here wc obferved a fiaqtoka, or burying-plac(f, whicli was almoit ; 'afe to the hoafe, 
and was much more cxtenfive, and fceniingly of more coiifcquence, tliaii any w<. had 
feen at the other iilands. We were told that it belonged to the King, it confiffcd of 
three pretty large houfes, fituated upon a rifing ground, with a final! one at fome dif- 
tance, all ranged liHigitudinally. 'ihey were covered and paved with fine pebbles, 
and the whole was iuclofcd by large flat Hones of hard coral rock, properly hewn, 
placed on their edges ; one of which Hones meafiretl twelve fee", in length, two in 
breadth, and above one in thicknefs. Within one of thefo itoufes were two rude 
w'ooden buHs of men. On enquiring what diefe images were iuu nded for, we were 
told they w'cre merely memorials of fome chiefs who had been biirleJ there, tutd not the 
reprefentations of any deity. In one of them was the carved 'head of an Otaheite 
canoe, which had been driven afliore on their coaft, and depol tecl here. 

After wc had refreffied ourfelves, we made an uxeurfoa into thcicountry, attended 
by one of the King’s miniHers. Our train was not great, as he would not fu Her the 
rabble to follow us. He al(b obliged all ihe.f; whom we met upon our progrefs, to tit 
down till we had pafled j which is a mark of reipect due only to their fov<. rjigns. j}y 
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far the greJleft part of the countq' was cuhivnted, and planted with various forts of 
produdions. We met with I'everal large uniiiliabited houfes, which we were told 
belonged to the King. There were many public and well-beaten roads, and abundance 
of foot-paths leading to every part of the ifl.ind. It is retiiarkable that when we were 
on the moll elevated parts, at leaf! a hundred feet above the level of the fea, w'c often 
met with the fame coral rock which is found at the fljore ; and yet thefe very fpots, 
with hardly any foil upon them, were, covered with luxuriant vegetation. We faw Ibuie 
fprings, but the water w'as either iHnking or brackifli. ' 

When we returned from our walk, which was not till the dii(k of the evening, our 
flipper was ready. It confided of a' baked hog, foine fiih and yams, all excellently 
well cooked, alter the method of thefe iilands. As there vvjs nothing to amiife ua 
' after fupper, we followed liie cufioin of the country, :uk 1 lay down to deep, our beds 
being mats fpread upon the diwr, and cloth to cover us. I’h ■ King, who had inatle 
himielf very happy with foine wine and brandy wliich we Irid brought, dept in ilie 
fame houfe, as wtdl as fevcral others of the natives. Long before day-break, he ami 
they all rofe, and fat converfing by moon-light. The converi'atioii, as might well bo- 
guefled, turned wholly upon us ; bat it was not long before they all returned, and with 
them foveral more of their countrymen. ^ 

They now began to prepare a howl of kava ; and, leaving them fo emplovcd, 1 
went to vifit old Toobou, Captain Furncaux’s friend, who liad a houfe hard by, wliich 
for fize and neatnefs was exceeded by few in the place. As I had left ;he ethers, fo 
I found here a company preparing a tnorning draught. This chief made a prefent to 
me of a living hog, a baked one, a quantity of yams, and a large piece of cloth. When 
I returned to the King, I found him, and his circle of attendants, drinking the fccond 
bowl of kava. 

. We had feen the drinking of kava fometinies at the other iflands ; but by no means 
fo frequently as here, where it feems to be the only forenoon cmirK yment c f the 
principal people. The kava is a fpccies of pepper, which thety cultivate for this 
purpofe, and clleem it a valuable article. It feldom grows to more than a nan’s 
height ; it branches confiderably, with large hcart-lliaped leaves^ and jointedt 'talks. 
The root is the only part that is ufed. They break it in pieces, ferape the dirt i/if 
with a fliell, and then each begins and chews his portion, which he fpils into a plantai.i- 
leaf. The perfon who is to prepare the liquor, colledts all thefe mouthfuls, and put;: 
them into a large wooden difli or bowl, adding as much v ater as will make it of a 
proper Ilrength. It is then well mi.xed up with the hands j and fomc loofe fluff, of 
which mats are made, is thrown upon the furface. The immediate effeef of this 
beverage is not perceptible on thefe people, who ufe it fo frequently, but on fome of 
ours, who ventured to try it, though fo naflily prepared, it had liie fame power as 
fpirits Have in intoxicating them; or rather, it produced that kind of ftupefaflion, 
which is the confequence of ufing opium, or other fubflances of that kind. I have 
feen them drink It feven times before noon, yet it is fo difagreeable, or at leaf! feems 
fo, that the greatefl; part of them cannet fwallow it without making wry faces, and 
fliuddering afterward. 

We now left Moo^, and fet out to return to the Ihips. While we rowed down the 
lagoon or inlet, we met with two canoes coming in from fifhing. Poulaho ordered 
them to be called blongfidc our boat, and took from them every filh and fhcH they 
had got. Why this was done, I cannot fay ; for wc had plenty of provifions in the 
boat. Some of tins filh he gave to me ; and his fervants fold the reft on board the 
Ihip. 
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We took a view of a cUrious coral rqck, which feems to have been tfirown upon 
the reef where’ it (lands. It is elevated about ten or twelve feet above the furface of 
the fea that furrounds it. I'he bafe it refts upoi\ is not above one-third of the circum- 
ference of its projeding fummit, which I judged to be about one hundred feet, and 
is covered with etea and pandajrus trees. 

When we got on board the (hip, I found that every thing had been quiet during my 
abfeiice, not a theft having been committed; of .which Feenou and Futtafaihe, the 
King’s brother, who had undertaken the management of his countrymen, boafted not 
a little. I his (hews what pow'er the chiefs have, when they have the will to execute 
it ; which w'e were feldotn to exped, fincc whatever w'as (tolcn from us, generally, if 
not always, was conveyed to them. r 

The good condud of the natives was of Ihort duration ; for the next day fix or 
eight of them ail'aulted Ibme of our people W'ho were fawiug planks. They were fired 
upon by the fentry ; and one was I'uppofed to be wounded, and three others taken, 
'I’hcfe 1 kept confined all nigiu ; and did not difmifs them without punifhment. After 
this, they behaved wiih a little more circunifpedion, and gave us much lefs trouble. 
This change of behaviour was certainly occafioned by the man being wounded ; for 
before they liad only been told the elfcd of fire-arms, but now they had felt it. The 
repeated infolence of .the natives had induced me to order the mufkets of the fen- 
tries to be loaded with (mail fliot, and to authorize them to fire on particular occafions. 

1 took it for granted, therefore, that this man had only been wounded with fmall (Iiot. 
But Mr. King atul Mr.Andcrl'on, in an cxcurfion into the country, met with him, and 
found indubitable marks of liis having been wounded, but not dangeroufly, with a 
muiket-ball. 1 never could find out how tliis muflcct happened to be charged with 
ball ; and there were people enough ready to (wear that its contents were only fmall 
(hot. 

Mr. AndeiTon’s account cf the cxcurfion, juft mentioned, will fill up an interval of 
two days, during which nothing of note liappened at the (hips. “ Mr. King and I 
went on the 3 oih along wiil> Futtafaihe as vifitors to his houfe, which is at Mooa, 
very near that of Ids brother Fouhdio. A (liort time after we arrived, a pretty large 
hog was killed ; which is done by repeated Itrokes on the head. The hair was then 
(craped oil', very dexterouily, with the fiiarp edges of pieces of fpHt bamboo ; taking 
the entrails out ai ;i large oval hole cut in tiie belly by the fame fimple inftrument. 
Before this they had preprin d an own ; which is a large hole dug in the earth, filled 
at the bottom with Itones, about the fizc of the (ift, over which a (ire is made.till they 
are red hot. They took fotue ('!' th<.fe ftones, wrapt up in leaves of the bread-fruit- 
tree, and filled the hog’s heiiy, Ihillijig in a cjuantity of leaves, to prevent their falling 
out, and jniuing a plug of the fame kind in the anus. The carcafe was then^placed 
on fome flicks laid acrefs the lloncs, in a {landing pofture. and covered with a great 
quantity ol jilantain-leaves. After which they dug up the earth all round ; and having 
thus eftedually doled the oven, the operation ol baking required no farther inter- 
ference. 

In the mean time we walked about the country, but met with nothing remarkable, 
except a fiato(>ka of one houfe, ftancling on an artificial mount,’ at lead thirty feet 
high, d iure was alfo at no great diftance a number of ctooa trees, on which clung 
va(l quantities ol the large ternate 'bats, making a dii’agroeable noife.* -We could not 
kill any ft>r w.mt of mulkets ; but fome that were got at Annamooka, meafured near 
three feet, when the wings were extended. On our returning to Futiaiaihe’s houfe, 
he ordered the liug, that had been drclTed, to be produced, with feverai bafkets of 
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baked yams, and fome Qocoa-nuts;* But we found that inftead or his entertaining us, 
we were to entertain him ; the property of the fcaft being entirely transferred us, 
as his guefts,'»and we were to difpofp of it as we pleafed. The fame perforf'who 
cleaned the hog in the morning, now cut it up (but not before we defired him) in a 
very dexterous manner, with a knife of fplit bamboo ; .dividing the feveral parts, and 
hitting the joints with a quicknefs and Ikill that furprifed us very much. The whole 
was fet down before us, though ^t Icafl: fifty pounds weight, until wo took a fniall 
piece away, and defired that they would fharc the reft arnongft the people fitting 
round. But it was not without a grea’t many fcriiples they did that at laft ; and then 
they alkcd what particular perfons they fhould give it to. However they were very 
well pleafed when they found that it was not contrary to any cuftom of ours : fome 
carrying off the portion they had received, and others eating it upon the fpot. If was 
with great difliculty that we could prevail upon Futtafaihe himfelf to cat a fmall bit. 

In the evening wc had a pig, drdl'ed in the fame manner as the hog, with yams and 
cocoa-nuts, brought for fupper ; and Futtafaihe, finding that wc did not like the 
fcruples they had made before to accept of any part of the entertainment, afkcd us 
immediately to fliare it and give it to whom we plealed. When fupper was over, 
abundance of cloth was brought for us to llccp in ; but we were a good deal difturbed 
by a Angular inftance of luxury, in which their principal men ijidnlge rhemi’elvcs ; 
that of being beat while they are afleep. 'I’wo women fat by Futtafaihe, and performed 
this operation, which is called tooge tooge, by beating brifkly on his body and legs 
with both fifts, as on a drum, till he fell afleep, and continuing it the whole night, 
with fome Ihort intervals. When once the peffon is afleep, they abate a little in the 
ftrength and quicknefs of beating ; but relume it, if they obferve any appearance ol 
his awaking. In the morning we found that Futtafaihe’s women relieved each other, 
.and went to fleep by turns. In any other country it would be fuppofed that fuch a 
praSice would put an end to all reft ; but here it certainly acts as an opiate ; and is a 
llrong proof of what habit may eff'eff. The noife of this, however, was not the only 
thing that kept us awake ; for the people, who palfed the night in the houfe, not only 
converfed among each other frequently, as in the day ; but all got up before it was 
light, and made a hearty meal on fifli and yams, which were brought to them by a 
perfon who feemed to know very well the appointed time for this nofturnal refrcfli- 
ment. 

Next morning we fet out with Futtafaihe, and walked flown the caft fide of the 
bay to the point. We found that, in travelling, l''uttafaihe, exercifed a power, though 
by no means wantonly, which pointed out the great authority of fuch principal men ; 
or is, perhaps, only annexed to thofe of the royal family. For he fent to one place 
for fifli j to another for yams ; and fo on at other places j and all his orders were 
obeyed with the greateft rcadinels, as if he had been abfolute raafter of the people's 
property. On coming to the point, the natives mentioned fomething of one, who they 
faid bad been fired at by fome of our people j and iipofi our wifliing to fee him, they 
condu£fed us to a houfe, where we found a man who had been flidt through the 
ftioulder, but not dangeroufly ; as the ball had entered a little above the inner part of 
the collar-bone, and palled out obliquely backward. We were fure, from the ftatc of 
the wound, that he was the perfon who had baen fired at by one of the fentinels three 
days before ; tWough pofitive orders had been given that none of them fliould load 
their pieces with any thing but fmall- fliot. We gave fome direftions to his friends 
how to manage the wound, to which no application had been made ; and they feemed 
pleafed when we told them it .would get well in a certain time. 


I had 



cApTAIN C00K*8 LAST VOVAGB. 687 

I hadi. prolonged my ftay at this ifland on account of the approaching eclipfe ; but 
on Ae 2d of July, on looking at the micrometer belonging to the Board of Longitude, 
I found feme of the rack- work broken, and the inftrument ufelefe till repaired ; which 
there was not time to do before it was intended 'to be ufed. Preparing now for our 
departure, I got on board this day all the cattle, poultry, and other animals, except 
fuch as were deftined to remain. 

The next day we took up our anchor, and moved the fhips behind. Pangimodoo, 
that we might be ready to take the advantage bf the firft favourable wind to get 
through the narrows. The King, who was one of our company this day at dinner, I 
obferved, took particular notice of the plates. This occafioned me to make him an 
offer of one, either of pewter or of earthenw^are. He chofc the firft ; and then began 
to tell us the fevcral ufes to which he intended to apply it. Two of them are fo 
extraordinary, that I cannot omit mentioning them. He faid that whenever he 
ftiould have occafion to vifit any of the other iilands, he w’ould leave this plate behind 
him at I’ongataboo, as a fort of reprefentative in his abfence, that the people might 
pay it the fame obeifance they do to himfelf in perfon. He was afkcd what had been 
ufually employed for this purpofe before he got this plate; and we had the fatif- 
fablion of learning from him, that this Angular honour had hitherto been conferred 
on a wooden bowl, in which he waftied his hands. The other extraordinary ufe to 
which he meant to apply it in the room of his wooden bowl was, to difeover a thief. 
He faid that when any thing was ftolen, and the thief could not be found out, the 
people were all ali'cmbled together before him, when he wallied his hands in water in 
this veffel ; after w'hich it was cleaned, and then the whole multitude advanced, one 
after another, and touched it in the fame manner that they touch his foot, when they 
pay him obeifance. If the guilty perfon touched it, he died immediately upon the Ipot ; 
not by violence, but by the hand*of Providence ; and if any one refufed to touch it, 
his refufal was a clear proof that he was the man. 

In the morning of the 5th, the day of the eclipfe, the weather w^as dark and cloudy, 
with fhowers of rain, fo tljat we had little hopes of an obfervation.. About nine 
o’clock the fun broke out at intervals for about half an hour ; after which it was 
totally obfeured, till within a minute or two of the beginning of the eclipfe. We were 
all at our telefcopcs, viz. Mr. Bayly, Mr. King, Captain Clerke, Mr. Bligh, and 
myfclf. I loft the obfervation by not having a dark glafs at hand, luitable to the 
clouds that were continually paffing over the fun ; and Mr. Bligh had not got the fun 
into the field of his telefcbpe; fo that the commencement of the eclipfe was only ob- 
ferved by the other three gentlemen. 

As foon as we knew the eclipfe to be over, we packed up the inftruments, and fent 
every thing on board that had not been already removed. As none of the natives 
had taken the leaft notice or care of the three fliccp, allotted to Marcewagee, I ordered 
them to be carried back to the Ihips. I was apprehenfivc that if 1 had left them here, 
they ran great rilk of being deftroyed by dogs. 'I'hat animal did not exift upjpn tins 
ifland, when 1 firft vifited it in 1 773 ; but I now found they had got a good many, 
partly from the breed then left by myfelf, and partly from fomc imported fince that 
time, from an ifland not very remote, called Peejee. » 

The general appearance of the country conveys to the fpeftator an idea of the moft 
exuberant fertility, whether we rcfpe£t the places improved, by art,|or thofe ftill in a 
natural ftate. At a diftance the furface feeras entirely clothed with tSrees of various 
fixes ; the tall cocoa-palms are far from being the fmalleft ornament to any country 
that produces them. The bogoo, Which is a fpecies of fig, with harrow pointed leaves, 

9 is 
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is t&e largeft-Hzed tree of the iiland > the bails of which, as far as we know, is,^tu«ly’ 
a coral rock. ■ * 

Of cultivated fruits, the principal are the plantains ; of which fruit they have fifteen 
different forts or varieties ; bread-fruit ; two forts of fruit found at Otaheite, and 
known there under the nameji; of jambo and eeve, the latter a kind of plum ; and vaft 
numbers of (hadocks, which, however, are found as often in a natural ftate as planted. 
Befides vaft immbers of cocoa-nut trees, they have three other forts of palms. There 
is plenty of excellent fugar-cane, which is cultivated; gourds; bamboo; turmeric; 
and a fpecies of fig, about the fize of a fmall cherry, called matte, which, though wild, 
is fometimes eaten. The catalogue of uncultivated plants is too large to be enu- 
merated. 

The only quadrupeds, befides hogs, are a few rats and foine dogs. Fowls, which are 
of a large breed, are domefticated here. 

Amongft the birds are parrots, fomewhat fmaller than the common grey ones ; par- 
rpquets, not larger than a fparrow, of a fine yellowilh green, with bri^t azure on the 
crown of the head, and the throat and belly red. 

There are owls about the fize of our common fort, but of a finer plumage ; the 
cuckoos, mentioned in Palmerfton’s Ifland ; king-filhers, about the fize of a thrulh, 
of a greenifti blue, with a white ring about the neck. The other land-birds are rails, 
of a variegated colour ; large violet-coloured coots, with red bald crowns ; two forts 
of fly-catchers ; a very fmall fwallow ; and three forts of pigeons. 

Of water-fowl, and fuch as frequent the fea, are ducks ; blue and' white herons ; 
tropic birds ; common noddies ; white terns ; a new fpecies of a leaden colour, with a 
black creft ; a fmall bluifh curlew ; and a large plover fpotted w'ith yellow. Befides 
the large bats, mentioned before, there is alfo the common fort. 

. The only noxious or difgufting animals of the rej^ile or iafedf tribe, arc fea-fnakes, 
three feet long, with black and white circles alternately, often found on Ihore ; foinc 
fcorpions and centipedes. 

The fea abounds with fifli, though the variety is lefs th?n might be expefted. The 
inoft frequent forts are mullets ; fcveral forts of parrot-lilh ; filver fifh, old wives ; 

• feme beautifully fpotted foies ; alfo (harks ; and fome curious devil-filh. 

The many reefs and Ihoals on the north fide of the ifland, afford (helter for an 
endlefs variety of fliell-filh ; fuch as the true hammer-oyfter; panamas; cones; and 
a fort of gigantic cockle. There are likewife feveral forts of fea-eggs, and many very 
fine ftar-fi(h ; befides a confiderable variety of corals. 

Oii* July 26th we were ready to fail ; but the .w'ind being cafterly,Ve were under a 
neceffity of waiting two or three days. On the 8th, in the morning, I walked out and 
vifited feveral chiefs ; all of them were taking their morning draught or had already 
taken it. The King I found afleep in a fmall retired hut, w'ith two women tapping 
on his breech. About eleven o’clock he arofe, and then fome fifli and yams, which 
taftedk fls if they had been ftewed in cocoanut milk, were brought to him. Of thefe 
he ate a large portion, and lay down oijce more to fleep. I now left him, and carried 
to the Prince a prefent of cloth, beads, and other articles, which 1 had brought with 
me from the (hip for the purpofe. There was a fufficient quantity of cloth to make 
him a complete fuit ; and he was immediately decked out with it. Proud of his drefs, 
fee firft went to thew himfelf to his father; and then condufted me to his motho’; 
■wifli whom were about ten or a dozen other women of a jefpeftable appearance. 
Here the Prince cl^anged his apparel, and made me a prefent of two pieces of the 
^cloth manufactured in the ifland. By this time it was paft noon, when by appointment 

I repaired 
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I repaired to the palace to dinner. Several of our g^tlemen were invited to the feaft, 
which was prefently ferV^ed up, and confifted of tw6‘ pigs and yams. I roufed the 
droWfy monarch to partake of what he had provided for our entertain^pent. In the 
mean time two mullets and fome fhell-filh werd brought to him, as I fuppofed, for 
his feparate portion. But he joined it to our fare, fat*down with us, and made a hearty 
meal. * * 

On the loth, at eight o’clock in the morning, we weighed anchor, and with a 
ileady galeat fouth-eaft, turned through the chanhel, between the fmall ifles called 
Makkahaa and Monooafai, it being much wider than the channel between the laft- 
mentioned ifland and Pangimodoo. Finding that wc could not get to fta before it 
was dark, I came to an anchor, under the fliore of Tongataboo, in forty-five fathoms 
water. 

We remained at this ftation till eleven o’clock the next day, when we weighed, and 
plied to the eaftward. But it was ten at night before we weathered the call end of 
the ifland, and were enabled to Itretch away for Middleburgh, or Eooa, (as it is 
called by the inhabitants,) where wc anchored at eight o’clock the next morning. 

We had no fooner , anchored than Taoofa, the chief, and feveral other natives, 
vifitcd us on board, and fccined to rejoice much at our arrival. This Taoofa knew 
me when I was here during iny lalt voyage; confequently we were not ftrangers to 
each other. In a little time I went afliore with him, hi fearch of frelh water; the 
procuring of which was the chief objecl that brought me to Eooa. I was firft con- 
du6led to a brdckifli Ipring, between low and high water-mark, amongft rocks, in the 
cove where we landed. Finding that we did not like this, our friends took us a little 
way into the ifland ; where, in a deep chafm, wc found very good water. But rather 
than undertake the tedious talk of bringing it down to the lliore, I refolved to fell 
contented with the fiipply the lliips had got at Tongataboo. 

1 put alliorc, at this ifland, the ram and two ewes, of the Cape of Good Hope* 
breed ; intrulting them to the care of Taoofa, who feemed proud of his charge. 
Eooa, not having as yet got, any dogs upon it, feenis to be a more proper place than 
Tongataboo for the rearing of lliecp. 

we lay at anchor, this ifland bore a very dilFerent afpeft from any we had lately • 
feen, and formed a molt beautiful landfcape. 

The 1 3th, in the afternoon, a party of us made an cxcurfion to the highell part of 
the ifland, whicli was a little to the right of our Ihips, in order to have a full view of 
the country. About haU-’way up we crolfed a deep valley, the bottom and fides of 
which, though compofed of hardly any thing but ctiral rock, were clothed wiih4t*ees* 
W e were now about two or three hundred feet above the level of the fea, and yet even 
here the coral was perforated into all the holes and inequalities which ufually diverfify 
the furface of this lubllance within the reach of the tide. 

From the elevation to which we had afeended, we bad a full view of the whole 
flland, except a part of the Ibuth point. The plains and meadows, of which 
are here fome of great extent, lie all on the north-well fide ; and, as they are adorned 
with tufts of trees, intermixed with plantations, they form a very beautiful landf<;ape, 
in every point of view. While I was furveying this delightful profpe£l, I could not 
help flattering myfelf with the pleafmg,idea that fome future navigators piay, from 
the fame Hation, behold thefe meadows Hocked with cattle, brought | to thefe iflsmds 
by the Ihips of England ; and that the completion of this lingle beneyblont purpole, 
independently of all other conliderations, would fufficiently niark to pol|«rity that our 
voyages bad not been ufelefs to the general mterefts of humai^y.' 

VOL. XI. 4T Omai, 
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pniaj, who was a great favoiiriije, was tempted with the offer of being made chief 
of this ifland, if he would have ftaid atpongft them; and it is not clear to me, th^ he 
would not have been glad to ftay, if the fcheme had met with my approbation. I 
own I did difapprove of it ; but not' bccaufc I thought that Omai would do better for 
himfelf in his own native ifle. 

On returning from my country expedition, w'e were informed that a party of the 
natives had, in the circle where our people traded, ftruck one of their own countrymen 
with a club, which laid bare, or, as others faid, fraftured his fkull, and. then broke 
his thigh w'ith the fame. On ray alking the rcafon of fo fevere a treatment, we were 
informed, that he had been dilcovered in a fituation rather indelicate with a woman 
who was taboo’d. We, however, underftood that Ihe was no othei*wife taboo’d, 
than, by belonging to another perfon, and rather fuperior in rank to her gallant. 
From this circumftance we had an opportunity of obferving how thefe people 
treat fuch infidelities. But the female fmner has by far the fmaller lliare of punifli- 
ment for her mifdemeanour ; as they told us, that flic would only receive a flight 
beating. 

The next morning, I planted a pine-apple, and fowed the feeds of melons, and other 
vegetables in the chief’s plantation. I had fome encouragement indeed to flatter 
myfclf that my endeavours of this kind would not be fruitlcfs ; for this day there was 
ferved up at my dinner a dilli of turnips, being the produce of the feeds I had left 
during my laft voyage. 

I had fixed on the 1 5th for failing, till Taoofa prefled me to ftay a clay or two lon- 
ger, to receive a prefent he had prepared for me. 

Accordingly, the next day, July 16th, I received the chief’s prefent, confifting of 
two fmall heaps of yams and fome fruit, which feemed to be colledled by a kind of 
contribution, as at the other ifles. It was intended to have finiflied tlie day with the 
* bomai, or night-dance ; but an accident prevented any of us from flaying afhorc to 
fee it. One of my people, walking a very little way, was furrounded by twenty or 
thirty of the natives, who knocked him down, and ftripp^d him of every thing he had 
on his back. On hearing of this, I immediately feized two canoes, and a large hog ; 
and infifted on Taoofa’s caufing the cloaths to be reftored, and on the offenders being 
delivered up to m^. The chief feemed much concerned at what had happened ; and 
forthwith took the neceffary flops to fatisfy me. It w’as not long before one of the 
offenders was delivered up, and a fhirt and a pair of trowfers reftored. 

The next morning, 1 landed again, having provided myfelf with a prefent for Taoofa, 
in r<9tiirn for what he had given me. The remainder of the cloaths w’ere now 
brought in ; but as they had been torn off the man’s back by pieces, they were not 
worth carrying on board. I'aoofa, on receiving ray prefent, fhared it with three or 
four other chiefs, keeping only a fmall part for himfelf. 1 remained with them till 
they had finifhed their bowl of kava ; and having then paid for the hog, which I had 
taken the day before, returned on board with Taoofa, and one of Poulaho’s fervants, 
by whom I fent as a parting mark of ipy efteem and regard for that chief, a piece of 
bar iron, being as valuable a prefent as any 1 could make. 

Soon after we weighed ; when Taoofa, and a few other natives that were in the 
fliip, left us. On heaving up the anchor, w^ found that the cable had fullered con- 
fiderably by th^^ rocks. 

Thus we took leave of the Friendly iflands, after a ftay pf near three months ; 
during which time we lived together in the moft cordial friendfhip. Some accidental 
differences, it is true, now and then happened, owing to their great propenfity to 
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thieving; but too often encouraged by the negligence of our own people. The time 
employed amongft them was not thrown away. We expended very little of our fca 
provifions ; fubfifting in general upon the produce pf the illand while we flayed, and 
carrying away with us a quantity of refrefhments fufficient to laft till our arrival at 
another ftation, where we could depend upon a frefli fiipply. I was not forry, befides, 
to have had an opportunity of bettering the condition of thefe good people, by leaving 
the ufeful animals before-mentioned among them ; pnd at the fame time, thofe defigned 
for Otaheite received frefh ftrength in the paftures of Tongataboo, 

But befides the immediate advantages which both the natives of the Friendly iflands, 
and ourfelvcs, received by this vifit, future navigators from Europe, if any fuch ever 
tread our fteps, will profit by the knowledge I acquired of the geography of this part 
of the Pacific Ocean ; and the more philofophical reader, who loves to view human 
nature in new fituations, and lo fpcculate on fingular, but faithful, reprefeiitatious of 
the perfons, the cuftoms, the arts, the religion, the government, and the language 
of uncultivated man, in remote and frefli difeovered quarters of the globe, will perhaps 
find matter of amufement, if not of iiiftrudion, in the information which I have been 
enabled to convey to him concerning the inhabitants of this Archipelago. I fliall 
fufpend my narrative of the progrefs of the voyage, while I fiiithfully relate w^hat I 
had opportunities of polled ing on ihele fcveral topics. 

Wo found, by our experience, that the bed articles for traffic at thefe iflands are 
iron tools in general. Axes and hatchets ; nails, from the largcdl fpike down to ten- 
penny ones ; fafps, files, and knives, are much fought after. Red cloth, and linen, 
both white and coloured, looking-glailes and beads are alio in efHniation, but of the 
latter, ihofc that are blue, arc preferred to all others, and white ones are thought 
the lead valuable. A dring of large blue beads would at any time purchafe a hog. 
But it mud be obferved, that fuch articles as arc merely ornaments, may be highly 
edeemed at one time, and not fo at another. When wc fird arrived at Annamooka, 
the people there would hardly take them in exchange even for fruit ; but when Feenou 
came, this great man let tha fadiion, and brought them into vogue, till they rofe in 
their value to what I have jud mentioned. 

In return for the favourite commodities which 1 have enumerated, all the refrefh- 
ments may be procured that tlie illands produce. Thefe arc, hogs, fowls, fifli, yams, 
bread-fruit, plantains, cocoa-nuts, fugar-cane, and, in general, every fuch fupply as 
can be met with at OtaheUc, or any of the Society iflands. The yams of the Friendly 
iflands are excellent, and, when grown to perfeftion, keep very well at fea. But their 
pork, bread-fruit, and plantains, though far from defpicable, are ncverihelels miuch 
inferior in quality to the fiunc articles at Otaheite, and its neighbourhood. 

According to the information that we received there, this Archipelago is very 
extenfive : above one hundred and fifty illands w^ere reckoned up to us by the natives, 
who made ufc of bits of leaves to afeertain their number. 

Feejee, as we were told, lies three days’ fail from Tongataboo, in the direefion of 
north-wefl-by-weft. It was deferibed to us as ,a high but very fruitful ifland ; abound- 
ing with hogs, dogs, fowls, and all the kinds of fruit and roots that are found in any 
of the others ; and as much larger than Tongataboo. Feqee afiid Tongataboo fre- 
quently make war upon each other. The people of Feejee are formidable on account 
of the dexterity with which they ufc their bows and flings 5 but njuch more fo on 
account of the favage praftice of eating their enemies whom they kill in battle. 

Now that I am again led to fpeak of cannibals, let me afk thofe who maintain that 
the want of food firft brings men to feed on human flefh, what is it that inducctlf^' 
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Ae Feejeg people to this pra£):ice in the midft of plenty ? It is detefted very much 
by thofe of Tongataboo, who cultivate, the friendfliip of’ thdr favage neighbooif, of 
Feejee, apparently out of fear ; though they fometimes venture to Ikirmilh with them, 
on their own ground, and carry off red feathers, as their booty, which are in great 
plenty there, and, as has been frequently mentioned, a^e in great eftimation aaiongd 
our Friendly iflanders. It appeared to me, that the Feejee men, whom we now faw, 
were much refpeded here ; they feqra to excel the inhabitants of Tongataboo- in in- 
genuity, if we might judge from feveral fpecimens of their Ikill in workmanlhip which 
we faw ; fuch as clubs and fpears, which were carved in a mafterly manner ; cloth 
beautifully chequered ; variegated mats ; earthen pots ; and fome other articles ; all 
which had a call: of fuperiority in the execution. 

I have mentioned that Feejee lies three days* fail from Ibngataboo, becaiife thefe 
people have no other method of mcafuring the diftance from ifiand to ifland, but by 
expreffing the time required to make the voyage in one of their canoes. In order to 
afeertain this with fome precifion, or at Icaft to form fome judgment how far thefe 
canoes can fail in a moderate gale in any given time, 1 went on board one of them, 
when under fail, and by feveral trials with the log, found that flie went feven knots, 
or miles in an hour, clofed hauled, in a gentle gale. From this I judge that they 
will fail, on a medium, with fuch breezes as generally blow in their feas, about feven 
or eight miles in an hour. 

In our inquiries wc found poor O.nai very deficient as an interpreter ; for unlefs 
the objeft or thing we wanted to inquire about was aftually before us,’it was difficult 
to gain a tolerable knowledge of it ; for having no curiolity, he never gave himfelf 
the trouble to make remarks for himfelf ; and when he was difpofed to explain matters 
to us, his ideas appeared to be fo limited, and perhaps fo different from ours, that his 
Recounts were often fo confufed as to perplex, inllead of inlfru^fing us. Add to 
this, that it was very rare that we found amongft the natives, a perfon who unitetl the 
ability and the inclination to give us the information we wanted. Under thefe dif- 
advantages, it is not furprifing that we Ihould not be able to bring away with us 
fatisfadfory accounts of many things ; but fome of us endeavoured to remedy thofe 
difadvantages by diligent obfervation ; and I am indebted to Mr, iloiderfon for a con- 
liderable fhtire of what follows. 

The natives of the Friendly iflands feldom exceed the common fiaturc (though we 
have meafured fome who were above fix feet), but arc very ftrutig and well made j 
d’pecially as to their limbs. They are generally broad about the Ihouldcrs; and 
though the mufcular difpofition of the men, which feems a confequence of' much 
aftion, rather conveys the appearance of ftrength than of beauty, there are feveral to 
be feen who are really handfome. 

We tnet with hundreds of truly European faces, and many genuine Roman nofes 
amongft them. Their cyt* and teeth are good ; but the laft neither fo remarkably 
white, nor fo^, well fet as is often found amongft Indian nations. 

The women arc not fo much diftingHiflied from the men by their features as by 
their general form, which is for the moft part deftitute of that ftrong flefhy firmnefs 
that appears in the latter. Though the features of fome are fo delicate, as not only 
to be true index of their fex, but to lay claim, to a confiderable (hare of beauty and 
expreflion, for thA' bodies ‘and limbs of moft of the females are well proportioned ; and 
fome abfolutely perfeft models of a beautiful figure. But the moft remarkable ffif* 
fii^'on in Ae women, is the uncommon fmallnefs and delicacy of their fingers, which 
wiy be phipn competition with the fineft in Europe. 

S 


The 



CAPTAIN cook’s. LAST VOYACff. 693 

The general colour is a caft deeper than the copper bro’ivn ; but feveral of the men 
an4>j women have a true olive complexion; and fOme of the. laft are- even a great 
deal fairer. Wefaw a man and boy at Hapae'e, and a child at Annamooka, perfedly 
white. Such have been found ajmongft all black nations ; but I apprehehd that thteir 
colour is rather a difeafe than a natural phenomenon. 

There are, upon the whole, few natural defe&s or deformities to be found amongfl: 
them, , The moft common of which is the tetter, or ring-worm, that feems to affed 
alnioft one half of them, and leaves whitifli ferpdntinc marks every w'hcre behind it ; 
but tins is of Icfs confcquence than another which is very frequent, and appears on 
every part of the body. I had the mortification to learn that all the care I took, 
when I firft vifited ihefe Hlands, to prevent the venereal difeafe from being communi- 
cated to the inhabitants,' had proved ineffeclual. What is extraordinary, they do 
not feem to regard it much ; and as we law few figns of its defi:ro) ing efieds, pro- 
bably the climate, and the w'ay of living of thefe people, greatly abate its virulence. 
There are two other complaints frequent amongfl them ; one of which is an indolent 
firm fwellirig, that aiTeds the legs and arms, and incrcafes them to an extraordinary fize 
in their whole length. The other is a tumour of the fame fort, in the teflicles, 
which fometimes exceeds the fize of the two fills. But in other refpeds they may 
be confidcred as unccjmmonly healthy ; not a finglc perfon having been feen, during 
our flay, confined t.<' the houfe by ficknefs of any kind. On the contrary, their 
llrcngth and adtivity are every way anfwcrable to their mufcular appearance ; and they 
exert both, in' their ufual employment and in their diverfions, in fuch a manner, that 
there can be no lioubt of their being, as yet, little debilitated by the numerous difeafes 
that are the confi qutnce of indvdeiice, and an unnatural method of life. 

'i’he graceful aii' and firm flep with which thefe people walk, are not the leaf!: 
obvious proofs of their pc rfonal accomplifhnients. 

Their coiintenanccs very remarkably exprefs the abundant mildnefs, or good- 
nature, which they pofl'efs ; and are entirely free from that favage kcennefs which marks 
nations in a barbarous (late. , They are frank, cheerful, and good-humoured, though 
fometimes, in the prcfcnce of their chiefs, they put on a degree of gravity, and fuch a 
lerious air as becomes lliif and awkward, and has an appcr.iraucc of referve. 

Their peaceable ciifpofition is fufliciently evinced from the friendly reception all 
ftrangers have met with who have vifiied them. Inflead of oll'ering to attack them 
openly or clandcflincly, as has been the cafe with inofl of the inh ibiiants of thefe 
leas, they have never appeared in the fniallefl degree hollile ; but on the contrary^ like 
the moll civilized people, have courted an intercourle with their vifitors by bartering, 
which is the only medium that unites all nations in a fort of friendfbip. Upon the 
whole, they feem poll'cfl'ed of many of the inofl excellent qualities that adorn the hu- 
man mind ; fuch as indilflry, ingonuity, perfeverance, affability, and perhaps other 
virtues which our fhort flay with them might prevent our obferving. 

The only defed fullying their charatler, that we know of, is a propenfity to thieving ; 
to which we fo’und thofe of all ages, and both foxes, addiided, and to ah uncommon 
degree. Great allowances fliould be made for the foibles of thefe poor natives of 
the Pacific Ocean, whole minds w-e overpowered with the glaye of objefts, equally 
new to them, as they were captivating. I'he thefts io frequently committed by the 
natives, of what we had brought along with us, may be laid, to aril| folely from an 
intenfe curiofity or defire to pofTefs fomething which they had not been accuflomed to 
before, and belqnging to a fort of people fo 4i|l’erent from themfelves. That I have 
affigned the true motive foi- their propenfity to this praflice, appears from their Healing 
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every thing indifcriminately at firft fight, before they could have the lead conception 
of converting their prize to any one ufeful purpofe. Upon the whole, the pilfering 
difpofuion of thefe iflanders, though cerfainly difagreeable and troublefome to ftran^^rs, 
was the means of affording us fome information as to the quicknefs of their intellefts. 
Their fmall thefts were committed with much Mexterity ; and thofe of greater con- 
fequence upon a plan fuited to the importance of the obj'efls. 

Their hair is in general ftraight, thick, and ftrong ; though a lew have it bufliy or 
frizzled. 'J'he natural colour, I believe, almoft without exception, is black ; but the 
greatcll; part of the men, and Ibme of the women, have it ftajped of a brown or purj)le 
colour, and a few of an orange calf. 

When I firft vifited thefe illands, I thought it had been an univerfal cuftom for both 
men and women to wear the hair lliort ; but during our prefent longer ftay we faw a 
great many exceptions. Some have it cut off on one fide of the head only ; others 
have it entirely cut oil', except a finglc lock; the women in general wear it Ihort. 
The men have their beards cut lliort ; and both men and women ftrip the hair from 
the arm-pits. I’he men are ftained from about the middle of the belly to about hall’ 
w-ay down the thighs, with a deep blue colour. 'I'he women have only a few fmall 
lines or fpots, thus imprinted, on the inlidc of their hands. 'I’heir Kings, as a mark of 
diftinclion, are exempted from this cuftom. 

The men are all circumcifed, or rather lupercifed, as the operation confifts in cutting 
off only a fmall piece of the forelkin at the upper part ; which, by that means, is rendered 
incapable ever after of covering the glans. I’his is all they aim at, as they fay the 
operation is praclifed from a notion of cleanlincfs. 

The drefs of both men and women is the fame ; and confifts of a piece of cloth or 
matting (but moftly the former), about two yards wide, and two and a half long ; at 
leaft fo long as to go once and a half round the waift, to which it is confined by a 
girdle or cord. It is double before, and hangs down like a petticoat, as low as the 
middle of the leg. The upper part of the garment above the girdle is platted into 
fcveral folds, fo that, when unfolded, there is cloth fufllcient to draw up and wrap 
round the fliouldcrs, which is very feklom done. 'Hie inlerior fort arc fatislicd with 
fmall pieces ; and very often wear nothing but a covering made of leaves of plants, or 
the maro, which is a narrow piece of cloth, or matting, like a fafti. This they pafs 
between the thighs and w'rap round the waift ; but the ufe of it is chiefly confined to 
the men. 

The ornaments worn by both fexes are necklaces, made,of the fruit of the pandanus, 
and various fwcet fmclling flowers, which go under the general name of kahulla. 
Others are compofed of fmall fliclls, the wing and leg bones of birds, fhark’s teeth, 
and other things ; all which hang loofe upon the bread ; rings of tortoife-fhell on the 
fingers^ and a number of thefe joined together as bracelets on the wrift. 

The lobes of the ears (though moft frequently, only one) are fometimes perforated 
with two holes, in which they wear cylindrical bits of ivory about three inches long. 

Cleanllnefs induces them to bathe in the ponds, which feem to ferve for no other 
purpofe. They are fenfible that fait wafer hurts their fkin, and when ncccfllty obliges 
them to bathe in the,fca, they commonly have fome cocoa-nut fhells, filled with frefh 
water, poured over them, to walk it oft. People of fuperior rank ufe cocoa-nut oil, 
V^hich improves l(ic appearance of the fkin very' much. 

The employment of the women is of the cafy kind, and, for the moft part, fuch as 
lhay be executed in the houfe. The manufacturing their cloth 'is wholly configned to 
their care. Having already deferibed procefs, I Ihall only add that they have this 
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doth of' different degrees of finenefs. Of the better fort they have fome tha^t is ftriped 
and'chequered, and of other patterns differently coloured. But how thefe colours arc 
laid on, I cannot fay, as I never faw any of this fort made. It will refift water for 
fonie time ; hut that which has the ftrongeft glaze will rsfift longcft. 

The manulafture next in confequcnce, and alfo within the department of the women, 
is that of their mats, which excel every thing I have feen at any other place, both as to 
their texture and their beauty. There are many other articles of lefs note, that employ 
the fparc time of their females ; as combs, of which they make vaft nuntbers ; and little 
baflvcts with fatal! bead#; Itut all finiflied with fuch neatnefs and tafte in the dif- 
pofition of the various parts, that a ftranger cannot help admiring their affuluity and 
dexterity. 

The province allotted to the men, as might be expefted, is far more laborious and 
extenfive than that of the women. Agriculture, architedure, boat-building, fifhing, 
and other things that relate to navigation, are the objedfs of their care. Cultivated 
roots and fruits being their principal fupport, this requires their conftant attention to 
agriculture, which theypurfue very diligently, and feem to have brought ahnofl to as 
great perfeclioti as eircumflances will permit. In planting the plantains and yams, they 
obferve lb much exadntfs, that, which-ever way you look, the rows prefent thcmfelves 
regular and complete^ 

'Ihc cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees are fcattered about without any order, and 
feem to give them no trouble after they have attained a certain height. 

It is remarkable, that thefe people, who in many things difplay much tafte and 
ingenuity, lliculd fhew little of either in building their houfes. Thofe of the lower 
people are poor huts, and very fmall ; thofe of the better fort are larger and more com- 
fortable. 'I hc dimenfions of one of a middling fizc, are about thirty feet long, twenty 
broad, and twelve high. 'I'heir houfe is, properly fpeaking, a thatched roof or Ihed, 
fupported by polls and rafters, difpol'ed in a very judicious manner. The lloor is railed 
with earth, fmoothed, and covered with ftrong, thick matting, and kept very clean. 
A thick ftrong mat, about two and one half, or three feet broad, bent into the form of 
a femicircle, and fet upon its edge, with the ends touching the fide of the houfe, in 
fhape refembling the fender of a fire-hearth, inclofes a fpace for the mailer and 
millrefs of the family to fteep in. The reft of the family lleep upon the floor, wherever 
they pleafe to lie down ; the unmarried men and women apart from each other. Or 
if the family be large, there are linall huts adjoining, to which the fer . ants retire in the 
night ; fo that privacy is as much obferved here, as one could exped. I’he ck-aths 
that they wear in the day, ferve for their covering in the night. 'I'heir whole furniture 
confifts of a bowl or two, in which they make kava ; a few gourds ; cocoa-nut Ihells ; 
and fome fmall wooden llools, which ferve them for pillow s. 

They make amends for the defeds of their houfes by their great attention "to and 
dexterity In naval architedure, if I may be allowed to give it that name : but I re^r to 
the narrative of my laft voyage for an account of their canoes and their manner of 
building and navigating them. a 

The only tools which they ufe to conftrud their boats, which are very dexteroully 
made, are hatchets, or rather thick adzes, of a fmooth black jftone that abounds at 
I'oofoa ; augres made of fliark’s teeth, fixed on fmall handles, and.rafps of a rough 
Ikin of a filh, faftened on flat pieces of wood, thinner on one fide,*’ which alfo have 
handles. 

The cordage is made from the fibres of the oocoa-nut hulk, which, though not more 
than nine or ten inches long, they plait, about thq fize of a quill, or lefs, to any length 
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that they pleafe, and roll it up in bdis, from which the larger ropes are made by 
twilling l*everal of thefe together. Thp lines that they filh with, are as ftrong 
even as the bell cord we make, refembling it almoft in every refpefl:. Their other 
filhing implements are large and fmalf hooks made of pearl-fliell. 

Their weapons are clubs of different forts (in the ornamenting of which they fpend 
much time), fpears, and darts. They have alfo bows and arrows ; but thefe feeir- -d to be 
dcfigned only for amufemcnt, fuch as fliooting at biros, a not lor military purpofcs. 
The ftools arc about two feet long,* but only four or t’ve inches high, and Pear four 
broad, bending downw'ard in the middle, with lour ll ' ig legs, and circ ' r icet ; the 
whole made of one piece of black or brown wood, I'.eally polilii'-d, and fomelimcs 
inlaid with bits of ivory. 

Yams, plantains, and cocoa-nuts, contpefe the part of their vegetable diet. 

Of their animal food, the chief articles arc hogs, I'.vls, fiih, and ; .1 forts of Ihell-filh ; 
but the lower people cat rats, "i'hc two t<. .I vegetabK; articles, w’ith bread-fruit, arc 
what may be called the bafts of their foe 1, at difierem times id the year, with tif atid 
Ihell-filh ; for hogs, fowls, and turtle, fecin only to be occafioua. dainties, refei ved f n 
their chiefs. 

Their food is, generally, dreffed b'- baking, and tliev havi the art oi making, from 
different kinds of fruit, I’evcral dilhes which tuod of us edeerned very good. The 
generality of them lay their victuals upmt the firit le d they meet wi lt, Imwever dirty 
it may be; but when food is ferved up to tlie chids, it ■ commonly 1, Id upon g. eejt 
plantain leaves. The women are not excluded from eating with the men ; but there 
are certain ranks or orders amongll them' that can neiihe' eat nor drink together, i’liis 
diftindion begins witl) the King ; but where it omis 1 cannot fay. 

They feem to have no let time for meals. T'hey go to bcu as fooii as;‘ is dark, and 
jife with the dawm in the morning. 

Their private diverfions are diiedy finging, dancing, and nuific, perfo..iied by the 
women. The dancing of the men has a thoulanu diirerciu motions with the hands, 
to which we are entire ftrangm's ; and tl y are perfm-iued wiih .ui eafe and grace 
which are not to be doferibed but oy thofe who have feen ihem. 

Whether their marriages be made lalUng by any kind of folernn itontracl, we could 
not determine with precifion ; but it is certain that the bulk of the people I'atisfied 
themfelves with one wile. T’he chiefs, however, have commonly feventl women ; 
though fomc of us were of opinion tiiat there was only one that was looked upon as the 
millrefs of the family. 

As female chaflity, at firll fight, feemod to be held in no great cflimation, we 
expeded to have found frequent l)re.ic!i(is of their conjugal fidelity ; but wc did them 
great injuflice. I do not know that a fingle inttance liappened during our whole (lay. 
Neithcf are thofe of the betti-r foit that are unmarried, more free of their favours. 
It is true, there was no want of thofe of a different charadcr : but they appeared to be 
of the loweft clafs, and fuch of them as permitted familiarities to our people, were 
proftitutes by profeflion. , 

Nothing can be a greater proof of the humanity of thefe people than the concern 
they (hew for the detd. To ulc a common exprcllion, their mourning is not in words 
but deeds. Thtw beat their teeth with ftones, llrike a fhark’s tooth into the head 
until the blood 'lows in? ftreams, and thruft fpears into the inner part of the thigh, 
mto their fides below the arm-pits, and through the chceks.into the mouth. All 
thefe operations con\ ey an idea of fuch rigorous difeipline, as mull require either an 
uucommoa d^ree of alFtdion, or ^ the groffell fupcrllition to exad. It fliould bfe 
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c'bferved, however, that the more painful operations arc only praftifed on account of 
the death of thofc mofl; nearly conneded. Thp common people arc inten-ed in no 
particular fpot. 

Their long and general mourning proves that they confidcr death as a very great 
evil. And this is confirmed by, a very odd cuftom which they pradife to avert it. They 
fuppofe ’hat the Deily v iil accept of the little finger, as a fort of facrificc efllcacious 
enough to procure the n covery of their health. They cut it off with one of their 
ftoue h:itc!u‘ts. There v.as fcarcely one in ten of^ them whom w'e did not find thus 
imiiilateft, ir. one or both hands ; which has a dilagrceable eflcd, efpecially as they 
ibmetiim s cal I'o cioie that they encroach upon the bone of the hand which joins to 
llie aniputaCeil finger *. 

'J’luy leeni to tiave little conception of future puniflnnent. They believe however 
that tlii'v are jiiflly pnnilhed upon earth ; and confe'qucntly ufe every method 
to render their divinities propitious. The fupreme author of molt things they call 
Kulbtootonga ; who they lay is a female, refiding in the fky, and direding the 
thunder, wind, rain, and in general all tlie changes of w'eaiher. They believe that 
when file is angry with them, the prodndions of the earth are blafted j that many 
liung' are deltroycd by lightning j ami that they diemfclves are afllidcd with ficknefs 
and death as wt 11 as their hogs and other animals. 

Wh.en this anger abates, they fu['.i>ofe that every tiling is reftored to its natural order. 
Tliev alio admii. a plurality of ilei'ies, though all inferior to Kollafootonga. Amongft 
them they meiition Toofooniboolootoo, god of the clouds and fog; Talletcboo and 
fonie others reliding in the heavens. The firft in rank and power, who has the go- 
vcrnineiit nl the 'et; ;ind its prodndions, is called Futtafaihe, who they fay is a male, 
and h.io tor his w ile Fyktiva Ktijeea. But their notions of the pow'er, and other attri- 
hute.s ul thefe lieings, an- lo very abfurd, that they fuppofe they have no farther con«, 
cent with iliciu alter lieath. 

d'hey have, liowei er, very proper fentiments about the immateriality and the im- 
mortality of the I u: I'fioy call ii life, the living principle, or, what is more agree- 

able to their notions of it, .m (Jtooa ; that is, a divinity, or invifiblc being. 

Of tile nature of their govermnent, we know no more than the general outline. 
Some of them told us, that die power of the King is unlimited, and that the life and 
property of the lubjed are at his dilpofal ; and wc faw' inffance.s enough to prove that 
the lower order of per'ple^havo no property, nor fafety for their perfons, but at the 
will of the cliiels to whotii they refpedively belong. 

When any one wants to fj)eak with the King, or chief, he advances and fits down 
before him w'ith his legs acrofs ; which is a pofture to which they are lb much accuf- 
tomed, that any other mode of fitting is difagrceahle to them f. 

To fpeak to the King ftanding, would be accounted here as a ftriking mkrk of 
rudenefs. 

Though fome of the more potent chiefs may vie with the King in point of adual 
poffellions, they fall very Ihort in rank and in certain remarks of refped, w’hich the 
colledivc body have agreed to pay the monarch. It is a particular privilege annexed 
to his fovereignty, not to be pundured nor circumcifed as all hisfubjeds are. When- 

• . ■ . .. I . , e 

* It may not be improper to mention liprc, on the authority of Captain King, tl.at it la common for 
the inferior people to cut off a joint of their little finger, on account of the fickncfii of the chiefs to 
whom they belong. 

f This is peculiar to the men, the women always luting with both legs thrown a little on one fide. We 
owe this remark to Captain King. 
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ever he walks out, every one whom he meets muft fit down till he has paffed. No 
one is allowed to be over his head ; on, the contrary, all muft come under his feet ir for 
there cannot be a greater outward mark of fubmiffion, than that which is paid to the 
fovereign, and other great people of thefe iflaads, by their inferiors. The method is 
this ; the perfon who is to pay obeifance, fquats down before the chief, and bov\s the 
head to the foie of his foot ; which, when he fits, is fo placed that it cannot eafily 
be come at ; and having tapped or touched it with the under and upper fide of the 
fingers of both hands, he rifes up, and retires. The hands after this application of 
them to the chief’s feet, are in fome cafes rendered tifelcfs for a time ; for until they 
be walhed they muft not touch any kind of food. When the hands arc in this ftate, 
they call it Taboo Rema. Taboo, in general, fignifies forbidden, and Rema is their 
lyord for hand. 

Taboo, as I have before obferved, is a word of an extenfive fignificaiion. Human 
facrifices are called Tangata taboo and when any thing is forbidden to be eat, or tiuide 
ufe of, they fay that is Taboo. 

The language of the Friendly Wands has the greateft affinity imaginable to that of 
New Zealand, of Wateeoo, and Mangeea j and confequently to that of Otalieite, and 
the Society Wands. 

Having now concluded my remarks on thefe iflands and people, I fliall take my 
leave of them. 

** The voyage to the north-weft coaft of Afeierica belongs to another divifion of 
this work. 


PART III. 

"Captain King*s Journal of the Tranfaflions on returning to the Sandwich IJIands, together 
with a minute Account of Captain Cook's Death, from January 1779 to March 
following. 

f 

KARAKAKOOA Bay is fituated on the weft fide of the illaiid of Owhyhec, in a 
diftrift called Akona. It is about a mile in depth, and bounded by two low jjoints 
ofipland at the diftance of half a league, and bearing fouth-foutli-eaft north-iiorth-wcft 
from each other. On the north point, which is fiat and barren, ftands the village of 
Kowrowa j and in the bottom of the bay, near a grove of ’all cocoa-nut trees, there 
is another village of a more confiderable fize, called Kakooa. Tliis bay appearing to 
Captain Cook a proper place to refit the fhips, and lay in an additional fupply of water 
and provifions, we moored on the north fide. 

.As foon as the inhabitants perceived our intention of anchoring in the bay, they 
came off from the Ihore in altoniftiing numbers, and expreffed their joy by fmging 
and fliouting, and exhibiting a variety of wild a:id extravagant geftures. The fidcs, 
the decks, and rigging of both Ihips were foon completely cover ed with them ; and 
a multitude of women and boys, who hid not been able to get canoes, came fwiniming 
round us in Ihoals ; many of whom, not finding room on board, remained the whole 
day playing in the wdter. 

Among the cli(efs that came on board the Refolution, was a young mail called Pareca, 
^ whom we foon perceived^ to be a perfon of great authority. On prefenting himlcU co 
Ipaptain Cook, he told him that he was Jakanee * to the King trf the iiland, who was 

• We afterward^ met with fcyeral others of the fame denomiaation j but whether it be an oilice, pr 
fome degree of affinity, we could never learn with certainty. 
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at that time engaged on a military expedition at Mowee, and was expefted to return 
within three or four days. A few prefents from Captain Cook attached him entirely 
to our interefts, and he became exceedingly ufeful to us in the management of his 
countrymen, as we had foon occafion to experi&ce : for we had not been long at 
anchor, when it was obferved that the Difcovery had fuch a number pf people hanging 
on one fide, as occafioned her ’to heel confiderably ; and that the men were unable to 
keep olF the crowds which continued preffing into her. Captain Cook, being appre- 
henfive that (he might fuffer fome injury, pointed'out the danger to Pareea, who im- 
mediately went to their afliftance, cleared the (hip of its incumbrances, and drove 
away the canoes that furrounded her. 

Tlie authority of the chiefs over the inferior people appeared from this incident, to 
be of the moft defpotic kind. A fimilar inftance of it happened the fame day on 
board the Refolution, where the crowd being fo great as to impede the necefTary bufi- 
nci's of the (hip, we were obliged to have recourfe to the afliftance of Kaneena, another 
of their chiefs, who had likewife attached himfelf to Captain Cook. The inconvenience 
we laboured under being made known, be immediately ordered his countrymen to quit 
the veflel ; and we were not a little furprifed to fee them jump overboard without 
a moment’s hefitation ; all, except one man, who loitered behind, and (hewing 
fome unwillingnels to obey, Kaneena took him up in his arms, and threw him into 
t!ie fea. 

lioth thefc chiefs were men of ftrong and well proportioned bodies, and of coun- 
tenances remaiiiably pleafing, Kane^, efpecially, was one of the fineft men I ever 
(iiw. He was about fix feet high, had regulat’and exprelTivc features, with lively dark 
eyes ; his carriage was cafy, firm, and graceful. 

The inhabitants had hitherto behaved with great fairnefs and honefty, but we now 
found the cafe exceedingly altered. The immenfe crowd of iflanders, which blocked, 
up every part of the ft ips, not only afforded frequent opportunity of pilfering without 
rilk of dilcovery, but our inferiority in number held forth a profpeft of cfcaping with 
impunity in cafe of detcdio.n. Another circumftance, to which we attributed this 
alteration in their behaviour, was the prefence and encouragement of their chiefs ; for 
generally tracing tlie booty into the polTcifion of fome men of confequence, we had 
the ftrongeft reafon to fufped that thefe depredations were committed at their 
mitigation. 

Soon after the Refolution had got into her ftation, our two friends, Pareea and 
Kaneena, brought on board a third chief, named Koah, who, we were luld, was a prieft, 
and had been, in his youth, a diftinguiftied warrior. He was a little old man, of an 
emaciated figure his eyes exceedingly fore and red, and his body covered with a 
white leprous feurf, the effefts of an immoderate ufc of the Ava. Being led into the 
cabin, he approached Captain Cook with great veneration, and threw over his (lidulders 
a piece of red cloth, which he had brought along with him. Then ftepping a few 
paces back, he made an olFering of a fmall pig, which he held in his hand, whilft he 
pronounced a difeourfe that lafted for a confi^erable time. This ceremony was fre- 
quently repeated during our ftay at Owhyhec, and appeared to \is, from many cir- 
cumftanccs, to be a fort of religious adoration. Their idols we fpund always arrayed 
with red cloth, in the fame manner as, was done to Captain Cook :| and a fmall pig 
was their ufual offering to the Eatopas. Their fpeeches, or prayers, were uttered too 
with a readinefs and volubility that indicated them to be according to fome formularly.^g' 
When this ceremony was over, Koah dined with Captain Cook, eating plentifully 
of what was fet before him j but, like the reft of the i^bitants of the illauds in thefe 
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feas, could fcarcely be prevailed on to tafte a fecond time our wine or fpirits. In the 
evening Captain Cook, attended by Mr. Bayly and myfelf, accompanied him on (hore. 
We landed at the beach, and were received by four men who carried wands tipt with 
dog’s hair, and marched before us, proitouncing with a loud voice a fhort fentence, 
in which we could only diftinguifli the word Orono.* The crowd which had been 
colleftcd on tl^ fhore, retired at our approach ; and not a perfon was to be feen, ex- 
cept a few lying proftrate on the ground, near the huts of the adjoining village. 

Before I proceed to relate the adoration that was paid to Captain Cook, and the 
peculiar ceremonies with W’hich he was received on this fatal ifland, it will be neceffary 
to defcribe a Moral, or burying-place, fituated at the fouth fide of the beach at Kakooa. 
It w'as a fquare folid pile of ftones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, and fourteen 
in height. The top was flat and well paved, and furrounded by a wooden rail, on 
which were fixed the Ikulls of the captives facrificed on the death of their chiefs. In 
the centre of the area, flood a ruinous old building of wood, conneded with the rail on 
each fide, by a ftone w'all, which divided the whole fpace into two parts. On the fide 
next the country were five poles, upward of twenty feet high, fupporting an irregular 
kind of fcaflbld ; on the oppofite fide, toward the fea. Hood two fmall houfes, with a 
covered communication. 

We were conduded by Koah to the top of this pile by an eafy afeent, leading from 
the beach to the north-weft comer of the area. At the entrance we faw two large 
wooden images, with features violently diftorted, and a long piece of carved wood, of 
a conical form inverted, rifing from the top of |||^ir heads ; the reft wai; without form, 
and wrapped round with red cloth. ,We were here met by a tall young man with a 
long beard, who prefented Captain Cook to the images ; and, after chanting a kind of 
hymn, in which he was joined by Koah, they led us to that end of the Moral where 
the five poles were fixed. At the foot of them were twelve images ranged in a femi- 
"circular form, and before the middle figure ftood a high ftand or tabic, on which lay a 
putrid hog, and under it pieces of fugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, plantains, and 
fweet potatoes. Koah having placed the captain under this ftand, took down the hog, 
and held it toward him ; and after having a fccond time addrefled him in a long 
fpeech, pronounced with much vehemence and rapidity, he let it fall on the ground, 
and led him to the fcaffblding, which they began to climb together, not without great 
rifk of falling. At this time we faw, coming in folemn proceflion, at the entrance of 
the top of the Moral, ten men carrying a live hog, and a largo piece of red cloth. 
Being advanced a few paces, they ftopped, and proftrated fltemfelves ; and Kaircekea, 
the young man above-mentioned, went to them, and receiving the cloth, carried it to 
Koah, who wrapped it round the captain, and afterward offered him the hog, which 
was brought by Kaireekeea with the fame ceremony. 

Whilft Captain Cook was aloft, in this awkward fituation, fwathed round with red 
cloth, and with difficulty keepitjg his hold amongft the pieces of rotten fcaff’olding, 
Kaireekea and Koah began their office, chanting fometimes in concert, and fometimes 
alternately. This lafted a confiderable time ; at length Koah let the hog drop, when 
he and the captain defeended together.' He then led him to the images before men- 
tioned, and having laid fomething to each in a fneering tone, fnapped his fingers at 
them as he pafled, tie brought him to that in the centre, which, from its being covered 

* Captain Cook jrcnerally went by this name amongft the natives of Owliyhee ; but Wc could never 
Sf^learn its prccifc meaning. Sometimes they applied it to an inviliblc being, ^ho they faid lived in the hea- 
iicns. We alfo found that it was*'a title belonging to a perfonage of great rank and power in the ifland, 
who rcfcmblcs pretty much the Dclai Lama of the Tartars, and the ccclcfiaftical Emperor of Japan. 
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with red cloth, appeared to be in greater eftimation than the reft. Before this figure 
he proftrated himfelf, and kilTed it ; defiring Captain Cook to do the fame j who fuf- 
fered himfelf to be direfted by Koah throughout the whole of this ceremony. We 
were now led back into the other divifion of tfie Morai, where there was a fpace ten 
or twelve feet fquare, funk about three feet below the level of the area. Into this we 
defcended, and Captain Cook was feated between two wooden idols, Koah fupporting 
one of his arms, whilft I was defired to fupport the other. At this time arrived a 
fecond proceflion of natives, carrying a baked hrfg, and a pudding, fome bread-fruit, 
cocoa-nuts, and other vegetables. When they approached us, Kaireekeea put hintfelf 
at their head, and prefenting the pig to Captain Cook in the ufual manner, began the 
fame kind of chant as before, his companions making regular refponfes. We obferved 
that after every refponfe their parts became gradually Ihorter, till, towards the clofe, 
Kaircckcea’s confiltcd of only two or three words, which the reft anfwered by the 
word Orono. 

When this offering was concluded, which lafted a quarter of an hour, the natives fat 
down fronting us, and began to cut up the baked hog, to peel the vegetables, and 
break the cocoa-nuts ; whilft others employed themfelves in brewing the ava ; which 
is done by chewing it in the fame manner as at the Friendly Iflands. Kaireekeea then 
took part of the kernel of a cocoa-nut, which he chewed, and wrapped it in a piece 
of cloth, rubbed with it the captain’s face, head, hands, arms, and ftioulders. The 
ava was then handed round, and after we had tailed it, Koah and Pareea began to pull 
the flcfli of the hog in pieces, and tO'fKit it into our mouths. I had no great objeftion 
to be fed by Pareea, who was very cleanly in his perfon ; but Captain Cook, who was 
ferved by Koah, recollefting the putrid hog, could not fwallow a morfel ; and his 
rcluCtancc, as may be fuppofed, was not diininifhed, when the old man, according to 
his own mode of civility, had chewed it for him. 

When this laft ceremony was finifticd, which Captain Cook put an end to as foon as* 
he decently could, wc quitted the Morai, after diftributing amongft the people fome 
pieces of iron and other trifles, with which they feemed highly gratified. The men ' 
with wands conduded us to the boats, repeating the fame words as before. The 
people again retired, and the few that remained, proftrated themfelves as we paffed 
along the ftiore. We immediately went on board, our minds full of what we had 
feen, an,d extremely well fatisfied with the good difpofitions of our new friends. The- 
meaning of the various ceremonies, with w'hich we had been received, and which, on, 
account of their novelty and Angularity, have been related at length, can. only be the 
fubjed of co^edures, and thofe uncertain and partial: they were, however; without 
doubt, exprellive of high refped on the part of the natives ; and, as far as related to- 
the perfon of Captain Cook, they feemed approaching to adoration. 

The next morning, I went on (hore with a guard of eight marines, including the 
corporal and lieutenant, having orders to ered the obfervatory in fuch a fituation as 
might b“ft enable me to fuperintend and proted the waterers, and the other working 
parties that were to be on Ihore. As we werp viewing a fpot conveniently, fituated tor 
this purpofe in the middle of the village, Pareea, who was always ready to fliew both 
his power and his good-will, offered to pull down fome houfes^that would have ob- 
ftruded our obfervations. However, ,we thought it proper to decline- this offer, and', 
fixed on a field of fweet potatoes adjoining to the Morai', which was readily granted us 
and the priefts, to prevent the intrufion of the natives, immediately confecrated the 
place, by fixing their wands round the wall by which it was inclofed, ^ 

5 No. 
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No canoe$ ever prefumed to land near us ; the natives fat on the wall, but none 
offered to come within the tabooed fpace, till they had obtained our permiffion. But 
ibough the men, at our requeft, would come acrofs the field with provHions, yet not 
all our endeavours could prevail on the women to approach us. Prefents were tried, 
but without effedt ; Pareea and Koah were tempted to bring them, but in vain ; we 
were invariably anfwered, that the Eatooa and Terreeoboo (which was the name of 
their king) would kill them. This circumftance afforded no finall matter of amufe* 
ment to our friends on board, wherd the crowds of people, and particularly of women, 
that continued to flock thither, obliged them almoft every hour to clear 'the veflbl, in 
order to have room to do the neceffary duties of the Ihip. On thefe occafions, two 
or three hundred w'omcn were frequently made to jump into the water at once, 
where they continued fwimming and playing about, till they again could procure 
admittance. 

’ From the 19th to the 24th, when Parcca and Koah left us to attend Terreeoboo, 
who had landed on fome other part of the illand, nothing very material happened 
on board. The caulkers were fet to w'ork on the fides of the fliips, atid the rigging 
was carefully overhauled and repaired. I'he falling of hogs for fea-ltore was alfo a 
conftant, and one of the principal objefts of Captain Cook’s attention. 

We had not been long fettled at the obfervatory, before we difeovered, in our neigh- 
bourhood, the habitations of a fociety of priefts, whofe regular attendance at the Morai 
had excited our curiofity. ,, Their huts flood round a pond of water, and were fur- 
rounded by a grove of cocoa-nut trees, which feparated them from the 'beach and the 
reft of the village, and gave the place»^an air of religious retirement. On my ac- 
quainting Captain Cook with thefe circumftances, he reiblvcd to pay them a viut ; anti, 
as he expefted, was received in the fame manner as before. 

On his arrival at the beach, he was condufted to a facred building culled Ilarre-no- 
*Orono, or the houfe of Orono, and feated before the entrance, at the foot of a w'oodeii 
idol,' of the fame kind with thofe on the Morai. I w'as here again made to fupjiort 
one of his arms, and after wrapping him in red cloth, Kaireekeea, accompanied 
by twelve priefts, made an offering of a pig w'ith the ufual I'olcmnities. The pig was 
then ftrangled, and a fire being kindled, it was thrown into the embers, and after the 
hair was finged off, it was again prefented with a repetition of the chanting, in the 
manner before deferibed. I’he dead pig was then held for a fhort time under the 
captain’s nofe, after which it was laid with a cocoa-nut at his feet, and the performers 
fat down. The ava was then brewed, and handed round ; *a fat hog ready dreffed was 
broughf in, and we were fed as before. 

During the reft of the time we remained in the bay, whenever Captain Cook came 
on fliore he was attended by one of thefe priefts, who went before him, giving notice 
that the Orono had landed, and ordered the people to proftrate themfelves. The fame 
perfon alfo conftantly accompanied him on the w’aler, (landing in the bow of the bo; t, 
with a wand in his hand, and giving notice of his approach to the natives, who were 
in canoes, on which they immediately l^ft off paddling, and lay down on their faces 
till he had paffed. Whenever he ftopped at the obfervatory, Kaireekeea and his 
brethren immediately made their appearance with hogs, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, &c. 
and prefented them with the ufual folemnities. , It was on thefe occafions that fome of 
the inferior chiere frequently rfequefted to be permitted to make an offering to the 
Oiwio. When this was granted, they prefented the hog themfelves, generally with 
evident m^ks of fear in thek* countenances, whilft Kaireekeea and the priefts chanted 
their accuftomed hymns. 

The 
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The civilkies of this fociety were not, however, con*fine(I to mere ceremony and 
parade. Qur party on fliore received from them, every day, a conftant fupply of hogs 
and vegetables, more than fufficient for our fubflftence ; and feverak canoes loaddd with 
provifions were fent to the fhips with the fame ftunftuality. No return was ever 4 p- 
mandcd, or even hinted at in the inoft diftant manner. Their prefents were made with 
a regularity more like the difcliarge of a religious duty, than the eflFeft of mere libe- 
rality ; and when we enquired at whofe charge all this munificence was difplayed, we 
were told it was at the expence of a great man caHed Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, 
and grandfather to Kaireekeea, who was at that time abfent attending the King of the 
ifland. 

As every thing relating to the characler and behaviour of this people muft be in- 
tcrcfUng to the reader, on account 'of the tragedy that was afterwards adled here, it 
will b(; proper to acquaint him, that wc had not always fo much reafon to be fatisfied 
with the conduft of the warrior chiefs, or carcos, as with that of our priefts. In all * 
cur dealings with the former, we found them fuflicicntly attentive to their own interefts; 
and befidcs their habit of ftealing, which may admit of fuiiie cxcufe, from the univer- 
fality of the praftice amongft the iflanders of thefe feas, they make ufe of other artifices 
equally dilhonourable. I fht.li only mention one inftance, in which we difeovered with 
regret our friend Koah to be a party principally concerned. As the chiefs, who 
brought us prefents of hogs, were always fent back handlbmely rewarded, we had 
generally a greater fupply than we could make ufe of. On thefe occafions, Koah, 
who never failed in his attendance on us, ufed to beg fuch as we did not want, 
and they were always given to him. It one dtvy happened that a pig was prefented us, 
by a man whom Koah himfeU introduced as a chief, who was defirous of paying his 
rel'pecls, and we recolkcced the pig to be the fame that had been given to Koah julL 
before. This leading us to I'ufpcei: fome trick, wc found, on further inquiry, the 
pretended chief to he an ordinary jicrfon ; and on connetUng this with other circum-* 
fiances, we had reafon to fufpeci that it was not the firft time we had been the dupes 
of the like impofition. 

'I'hings continued in this Hate till the 24th, when we w'erc a good deal furprized to 
find that no canoes were fuft'ered to put off from the fliore, and that the natives kept 
clofe to their houfes. After I'everal hours furpence, we learned that the bay was 
tabooed, and all intercourfe with us interdicted, on account of the arrival of Terree- 
cboo. As we had not forefeen an accident of this fort, the crews of both Ihips were 
obliged to pafs the day without their ufual fupply of vegetables. Tlie next morning, 
therefore, they endeavoured, both by threats and promifes, to induce the natives to 
come alongfide; and as fome of them were at laft venturing to put off, a. chief was 
obferved attempting to drive them away. A mufquet was immediately fired over his 
head, to make him defill, which had the defired effed: ; and refrefliments were fooa 
after purchal'ed as nfual. In the afternoon, 'I'errecoboo arrived, and vifited the fhips 
in a private manner, attended only by one canoe, in which were his wife and children. 
He flayed on board till near ten o’clock, when^he returned to the village of Kowrowa. 

The next day, about noon, the King, in a large canoe, attended by two others, fet 
out from the village, and paddled toward the lliip in great ftate.j Their appearance 
was grand and magnificent. In the firft canoe was Terrecoboo and lus chiefs dreffed 
in their rich feathered cloaks and helmets, and armed with long fpears and daggers ; 
in the fccond came the venerable Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, and his brethren, with 
their idols difplayed on red cloth. Thefe idols were bulls, of a gigantic fize, made of 
wicker-work, and curioully covered with fmall feathei's of various colours, wrought 

in 
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in the fame manner with their cloaks. Their eyes were made of large pearl oyfters, 
with a black nut fixed in the centre ; their mSuths were fet with a double row of the 
fangs of dogs, and together with the reft of their features, were ftrangely diftorted. 
The third canoe was filled with hogs and various forts of vegetables. As they went 
along, the priefts in the centre canoe fung their hymns with great foleinnity ; and after 
paddling round the fhips, inftead of going on board^ias was expeftcd, they made toward 
the fhore at the beach where we were ftationed. 

As foon as I faw them approaching, I ordered out our little guard to receive the 
King ; and Captain Cook, perceiving that he was going on ftiore, followed him, and 
arrived nearly at the fame time. We conduced them into the tent, where the had 
fcarcely been feated, when the King rofe up, and in a very graceful manner threw over 
the captain’s Ihoulders the cloak he himfelf wore, put a feathered helmet upon his 
^head, and a curious fan into his hand. He alfo fpread at his feet five or fix other cloaks, 
all exceedingly beautiful, and of the greateft value. His attendants then brought four 
very large hogs, with fugar-canes, cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit ; and this part of the 
ceremony was concluded by the King’s exchanging names with Captain Cook, which, 
amongft all the iflanders of the Pacific Ocean, is efteemed the ftrongeft pledge of 
ffiendlhip. A proceflion of priefts, w'ith a venerable old perfonage at their head, now 
appeared, followed by a long train of men leading large hogs, and others carrying 
plantains, fweet potatoes, &c. By the looks and geftures of Kaireckeea, 1 immediately 
knew the old man to be the chief of the priefts before mentioned, on whofc bounty 
we had fo long fubfifted. He had a piece of red cloth in his hands, which he wrapped 
round Captain Cook’s flioulders, and^afterward prefented him with a fmall pig in 
the ufual form. A feat was then made for him, next to the King, after which, 
Kaireekeea and his followers began their ceremonies, Kaoo and the chiefs joined in 
.the refponfes. 

As foon as the formalities of the meeting were over. Captain Cook carried Terree- 
oboo, and as many chiefs as the pinnace could hold, on board the Refolution. They 
were received with every mark of refpeft that could bg Ihcwn them ; and Captain 
Cook, in return for the feathered cloak, put a linen Ihirt on the King, and girt his 
own hanger round him. The ancient Kaoo, and about half a dozen more old chiefs, 
remained on fhore, and took up their abode at the priefts’ houfes. During all this 
time not a canoe was feen in the bay, and the natives either kept within their huts, or 
lay proftrate on the ground. Before the King left the Refolution, Captain Cook ob- 
tained leave for the natives, to come and trade with the fhip^ as ufual ; but the women, 
for what reafon we could not learn, ftill continued under the effefts of the taboo, 
that is, were forbidden to ftir from home, or to have any communication with us. 

The quiet and inoft'enfive behaviour of the natives having taken away every appre- 
henfion of danger, we did not hefitate to truft ourfelves amongft them at all times, and 
in all fituations. The officers of both fhips went daily up the country in fmall parties, 
or even fingly, and frequently remained out the whole night. It would be endlefs 
to recount all the inftances of kindnefs and civility which we received upon thofe 
occafions. Wherever we went, the people flocked about us, eager to offer every 
afliftance in their pqwer, and highly gratified if their fervices were accepted. Various 
little arts were jj^raftifed to attraft our notice, or to delay our departure. The boys 
and girls ran before, as<we walked through their villages, and flopped us at every 
opening, where there was room to form a groupe (or dancing.. At one time we were 
invited to accept a draught of cocoa-nut milk, or fome other refrefhment, under the 
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Aade of tfidr huts; at another, we^irare (eated within 8 taf young* women 
who exerted alj their Ikill and agility to amnfe us with fongs aft 4 jdahces. f - * 

The fadsfaftion we derived from t!rcir gentiejiefs and hofpitalily, was, however, fre- 
quently interrupted by that propenfity to dealing, which they have in common itith 
ml the other iflanders of thefe feas. This circumdance was the more didreffing, as it 
fometimes obliged us to have recdbrfe to afts of feverity, which we Ihould willingly 
have avoided, if the neceffity of the cafe had not abfolutely called for them. Some 
of their mod expert fwimmers were one day dilcovered under the Ihips, drawing out 
the filling nails of the Iheathing, which they performed very dexteroufly by means of 
a fliort dick, with a flint done fixed in the end of it. To put a dop to this practice, 
which endangered the very exidence of the veflels, we at fird fired fmall ihot at the 
oft'enders ; but they eafily got out of our reach by diving under the Ihip’s bottom. 
It was therefore found neceflary to make ati example, by flogging one of them op 
board the Difeovery. 

The head of the Refolution’s rudder being found exceedingly fliaken, and mod of 
the pintles either loofe or broken, it was unhung, and fent on Ihore on the 27th, in 
the morning, to undergo a thorough repair. At the fame time the carpenters wer'e 
fent into the country, under condud of fome of Kaoo’s people, to cut planks for 
the head rail-work, which was alfo entirely decayed and rotten. 

On the 28th, Captain Clerke, whofe ill health confined him for the mod part on 
board, paid Terrceoboo his fird vifit at his hut on fliore. He was received with the 
fame fornialities as were obferved with Captain Cook ; and, on his coming away, though 
the vifit was quite imexpeded, he received a ^refent of thirty large hogs, and as much 
fruit and roots as his crew could confume in a week. " ' 

As we had not yet feen any thing of their fports or athletic excrcifes, the natives, at 
requed of fome of our officers, entertained us this evening with a boxing-match* 
Though thefe games were much inferior, as well in point of folemnity and mag- 
nificence, as in the Ikill and powers of the combatants, to what we had feen ex- 
hibited at the Friendly iflands, yet, as they differed in fome particulars, it may not 
be improper to give a Ihort account of them. We found a vad concourfe of people 
affembled on a level fpot of ground, at a little didance from our tents. A long 
fpace was left vacant in the midd of them, at the upper end of which fat the judges, 
under three dandards, from .which hung flips of cloth of various colours, the (kins 
of two wild geefe, a fejv fmall birds, and bunches of feathers. When the fports 
were ready to begin, the fignal was given by the judges, and immediately jtwo com- 
batants appeared. They came forward flowly, lifting up their feet very high behind, 
and drawing their hands along the foies. As they approached they frequently eyed 
each other from head to foot, in a contemptuous manner, cading feveral arch looks 
at the fpe£lators, draining their mufcles, and ufing a variety of affeded ‘gedures. 
Being advanced within reach of each other, they dood with both arms held out 
draight before their faces, at which part all their blows were aimed. They druck in, 
what appeared to our eyes, an awkward manner, with a full fwing of the arm ; 
no attempt to parry, but eluded their adverfary’s attack by an inclination of the 
body, or by retreating. The battle was quickly decided ; for if either of them 'Was 
knocked down, or even fell by accident, he was confidered as va|i(iuilhed ; and the 
-vidor exprefled his ' triumph by a variety of geftyres, whith ufually excited, as was 
fntended, a loud lau^ amon^ the fpe^tors. He then waited for a fecond antago- 
nid ; and if again viaofious, for a third ; till he was at dad, hi his turn, defeated. As 
diefe games were given at our , dcfire, we found it was univerfally expelled that we 
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fiiMtl 1^^ home %v(r jim iA t^em ; ^ txH^people, ililaRli |i!t*dnfed bf 'iSIt 

nadj^«tamed a de^dit t» thdr challenge, remembering ml well the'Mowe they gnt 
at the Priaidly iflati®.’ , ^ 

yhk day died William Watman, a Teaman of the gunner's crew ; an event wliidti 
I mention the more particularly, as death had hitherto, been vary rare amoi^ trs. 
He was an old man, and much refpeAed oib accodht of his attachment to C^jitihi 
Cook. He had formerly ferved as a marine twenty-one years ; after which he entered 
as a feaman on board the Refolution in 1772, and ferved with Captain Cook in his 
voyage toward the fouth pole. At their return, he was admitted into Greenwich Hof- 
pital, through the captain’s intereft, at the fame time with himfelf ; and being refolved 
to follow throughout the fortunes of his benefa£lor, he alfo quitted it along with him, 
•on his being appointed to the command of the prefent expedition. 

At the requell of the King of the ifland, he was buried on the Moral, and the ce- 
remony was performed with as much folemnity as our fituadon permitted. Old Kaoo 
and his brethren were fpedhtors, and preferved the mod profound fllence and attention, 
whilfl; the fervice was reading. When we began to fill up the grave, they approached 
it with great reverence, threw in a dead pig, fome cocoa-nuts, and plantains ; and 
for three nights afterward they furrounded it, facrificing hogs, and performing their 
ufual ceremonies of hymns and prayers, which continued till day-break. 

At the head of the grave was ereded a poll, and nailed upon it a fquare piece of 
board, on which was infcribed the name of the deceafed, his age, and the day of his 
death. This they promifed not to remove; and we have no doubt, but that it 
will be fuffered to remain, as long as' the frail materials of which it is made will 
permit. 

The ihips being in great want of fuel, the captain defired me, on the ad of Febru- 
afy, to treat with the priefls, for the purchafe of the rail that furrounded the top of 
the Moral I muft confefs, I had at firft fome doubt about the decency of this pro- 
poial, and was apprehenfive that even the bare mentbn of it might be confidered 
by them, as a piece of (hocking impiety. In this however* I found myfelf miftaken. 
Not the final left furprife was expreffed at the application, and the wood was readily 
given, even without ftipulating for any thing in return. Whilft the failors were taking 
It aw%y, I obferved one of them carrying off a carved image ; and, on further in- 
qufi^,'l' found that they had conveyed to the boats the whole • femicircle. Though 
this was done in the prefence of the natives, who had not (hewn any mark of refent- 
ment at it, but had even aififted them in the removal, I thought it proper to fpcak 
to Kaoo on the fubjed ; who appeared very indiffcAnt about the matter, and only 
defired that we would reftore the centre image I have mentioned before, which he 
carried into one of the prieft’s houfes. 

Terrefeoboo, and his chiefs, had for fome days paft been very inquifitive about 
the time of our departure, 'i'his circumftance had excited in me a great curiofity to 
know what opinion this people had formed of us, and what were their ideas refpeaing 
the caufe and objects of our voyage. I took fome ptuns to fatisfy myfelf on thele 
points ; but could never learn any thing further than that they imagined we came from 
foiifie country where provifions had failed ; and that our vifit to them was merely* for 
the purpofe of filling our bellies. Indc^, the* meagre appearance of fome of our 
crew, tW hearty anpetites With which we fat down to- their fre(h provifions, hnd Otdr 
to p^hafe and carry off as much as we were led them aaturull^ 

* See deferiptioa of the M»rai, in page 700. 
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fM3 .€a 4 t § fffmclfifiofkf To thefe |payi|e added, a 
e^^ie^ogly, oii? having np wo&n with ua ; Aogpthier.ylth pur 
ain^ unwarlike appearance. It was ridiculous enough to fee moki ^okntg.fhift^des, 
and patting the bellies, of the failors (who drere certainly much infprov;i^.hl|^he, 
fleek^ls of their looks, during our ihort ftay in the ifland), and telling them,. partly 
l^^ligns, and partly by wor<^, dlat it ^is time for them to go ; but if they would 
come again the next bread-fruit fcafon, they (hould be better able to fupply their 
want& We bad now been fixteen days in the buy ; and if our enormous cp^ump> 
tion of hogs and vegetables be confidered, it need not be wondered that they Ihould 
wilh to fee us take our leave. On our telling Terreeoboo we Ihould leave the ifland 
on the next day but one, we obferved that a fort of proclamation was immediately 
made through the villages, to require the people to bring in their hogs and vegetables, 
for the King to prefent to the Orono on his departure. 

The next day being fixed for our departure, Terreeoboo invited Captsun Cook and 
myfelf to attend him, on the 3d, to the place were Kahoo refided. On our arrival 
we found the ground covered with parcels of cloth ; a vail quantity of red and yel- 
low feathers, tied to the fibres of cocoa-nut hulk ; and a great number of hatchets, 
and other pieces of iron-ware, that had been got in barter from us. 'At a little 
diftance from thefe I?y an immenfc quantity of vegetables of every kind, and npar 
xhem was a very large herd of hogs. At firfl we imagined the whole to be intotded 
as a prefent for us, till Kaireekeea informed me that it was a gift, or tribute, fi^xn 
the people of that diflri£l to the King ; and, accordingly, as foon as we were feated, 
they brought all the bundles, and laid them »feverally at Terreeoboo’s feet, who ga,vp 
all the hogs and vegetables, and two-thirds of the cloth, to Captain Cook and my- 
felf. We were aflonifhed at the value and magnitude of this prefent, which far 
exceeded every thing of the kind we had feen, either at the Friendly or Society 
illands. 

The fame day we qmtted the Monu, and got the tents and aflronomical inllruments 
on board. The charm of. the taboo was now removed ; and we had no fooner left 
the place, than the natives rulhed in, and fearched eagerly about, in expectation of 
finding fomething of value that we might have left behind. Here, I hope, 1 may be 
permitted to relate a trifling occurrence, in which I was principally concerned. Havmg 
had the command of the part^ on Ihore, during the whole time we were in the bay, 
I had an opportunity of becoming well acquainted with the natives. 

I fpared no endeavoum to conciliate their afiedions and gain their efleem ; and 
the good fortune to fucceed fo far, that, when the time of our departure Vras tpade 
known, I was llrongly folicited to remsun behind, not without offers of the raoUt 
tering kind. When I excufed myfelf, by faying that Captain Cook would not raye 
his confent, they propofed that I Ihould retire into the mountains, where 
they would conceal me, till after the departure of the fhips ; and on my affqring 
them, that the captain would nqt leave the bay without me, Terreeoboo and Kaoo ^tra 
upon Capt^ Cook, whofe fon they fuppofed I was, with a formal requefl thajt I Wght 
be left behind. The captain, to avoid giving a poll^ve refufal to an offer ^ k^my in* 
t^ded, told them that he could not part with me at that time, but fh^t^he fliQpld 
return to the ifland nmt year, and wpuld then endeavour to fettle |be setter to their 

Early m the mornmg of the 4th of February, we unmoored ;a 94 Me(il fiUUof the 
i>ay, with the Difeovery in company, and were followed by a great numwi^^anoes. 
Captain Cook’s deiign was to ^Uh the furvey of Owhyhee, before he vifited the 
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in hopes ^'Sneeting witixm#oa^^j>cKer iMtered tlm dm. Imy ve, M 

We had calm wesJ^er this and the foRowing day, which made our progr^ tq the 
i^orshward very flow. We wereaccom^nkd by a great number of the nativ^ in their 
In the morning of the 6th, having paffed the wefternmoft point of Ae ifland. 

r.t 1 ^ *‘r* i t • s 


canoes. 


we found ourfelves abreaft of a deep bay, called by the natives Toe-yah*yah. We h^ 
great hopes that this bay would fumilh us witn a fafe and commodious harbour, as we 
few toa^e north-eaft, feveral fine ftr&ras of water. Thefe obfervations agreeing with 
the acraunts given us by Koah, who accompanied Captain Cook, and had changed his 
name, out of compliment to us, into Britannee, the pinnace was hoifled out, and the 
mafter, with Britannee, for his guide, was fent to examine the bay, whilft the Chips 
'worked up after them. 

In the afternoon the weather became gloomy, and the gufts of wind that blew ofl 
the land were fo violent, as to make it neceflary to take in all the fails, and bring to, 
under the mizen (lay-fail. 

The mailer reported to Captain Cook, that the place would by no means anfwej 
our purpofe, and that Britannee had contrived to flip away, being ^tfraid of returning, 
as we imagined, becaufe his information had not proved true. 

In the afternoon of the yth, though the weather was (lill fqually, we flood in for 
the land, and being about three leagues from it we few a canoe, with two men pad- 
d jing towards us, which we immediately conjeftured had been driven off the (here by 
the late boiflerous weather, and therefore flopped the (hip’s way in order to take them 
in. Thefe poor wretches were fo entirely exhaufted with fatigue, that, had not one 
of the natives on board, obferving their weaknefs, jumped into the canoe to their 
afliflance, they would fcarcely have been able to fatten it to the rope we had thrown 
qut for that purpofe. It was with difficulty we got them up the (hip’s fide, together 
with a child, about four years old, which they had lalhed under the thwarts of the 
canoe, where it had lain with only its head above water. They told us, they had left 
the Ihore the morning before, and had been from that time without food or water. 
The ufual ptecautions were taken in giving them viftuals, and the child being com- 
mitted to the care of one of the women, we found them all next morning perfedly 


recovered. 

At midnight on the yih, a gale of wind came on, which obliged us to double-reef 
the topfails, and get down to top-gallant yards. On the 8ib at daybreak, we found 
that the foremaft had given away. This accident induced ' Captain Cook to return 
4o KaraWakoa bay. *0n the loth, the weather became moderate, and a few canoes 
came off to us, from which we learnt that the late dorms had done much mifehief, and 
that feveral large canoes had been loll. During the remainder of the day we kept 
beating to windward, and before night we were within a mile of the bay; but not 
chufing to run on while it was dark, we flood off and on till day-light next morning, 
when we dropt anchor nearly in the feme place as before. 

We were employed the whole of the jith and part of the i 2 th, in getting out the 
foremaft, and fendmg it with the caraenters on Ihore. Befides the damage which the 
hil|d of the mall had l^ftained, we found the heel exceedingly rotten, having a lai^e 
iwfle up the niiddlp of it capable of holding fopr or five coeqa-nuts. As tbrfe re^ 
ptdrs were likely to take up feveral days, Mr. Bayly pnd myfelf got the aflronomical 
(hore the 1 2 th, and pitched our tents on the Morai, having with us a 
marines. We renewed our friendly correfpondeiice with 
the tiriells, who, for the greater fccurity of the workmen and their tools, tabooed 

8 the 



c'a^Y'AIn 


769 


alfo tot iboti fhore, to rep»r the damages which hadlsdto plac^ ui^liii^r$A^rt> 
me!|ft dUrihg the late ^ales. They wet*! lodgefi m a: houfe a^oinmg^to Moe%?that 
w3j^ tot ds by the pnefts. Such were cue arrwgements on fhore. > I fhall itamfmy- 
cee^‘t6 the account of thofe other tonfa^ions with the natives, which led dqgreei 
to'the fatal cataftrophe of the I4tl6 ‘ ^ < y 

Upon coming to anchor, we were furptized to find our reception nery different 
what it had been on our firft arrival; no (houts, fto buftle, no confufion; but^lb^ 
tary bay, with only here and there a canoe ftealing clofe along the fhore. The impidfe 
of curiofity, which had before operated to fo great a degree, might now indeed be 
pofed to hive ceafed ; but the hofpitable treatment we had invariably met with, itai 
the friendly footing on which we parted, gave us fome reafon to expe^ that they 
would again have flocked about us with great joy on our return. ‘ 

We were forming various conjedures upon the occafion of this extraordinary ap- 
pearance, when our anxiety was at length relieved by the return of a boat which had 
been tot on fhore, and .brdught us word that Terreeoboo was abfent, and had left 


the bay under the taboo. Though this account appeared very fatisfadory to moflr of 
us, yet others were of opinion, or rather, perhaps, have been led by fubfequent events 
to iinagine, that there was fomething at this time very fufpicious in the behaviour of 
the natives ; and that the interdiction of all intercourfe with us, on pretence of the 
King’s abtocCj, was only to give him time to confult the chiefs in what manner it migitt 
be proper to treat us. Whether thefe fufpicions were well founded, or the account 
given us by the natives was the truth, we wepe never able to afeertain. For though 
it is not improbable that our fudden return, for which they could fee no apparent 
caufe, and the neceffity of wliich we afterward found it very difficult to make them 
comprehend, might occafion fome alarm ; yet the unfufpicious condud of Terreeoboo, 
who, on this fuppofed arrival, the next morning came immediately to vifit Captm* 
Cook, and the confequent return of the natives to their former friendly intercourfe 
with us, are flrong proofs that they neither meant, nor apprehended, any change 
of condud. ^ 


In fupport of this opinion, I may add the account of another accident, precifely of 
the fame kind, which happened to us on our firff vifit, the day before the arrival of 
the King. A native had fold a hog on board the Refolution, and taken the price 
agreed on, when Pareea, palling by, advifed the man not to part with the hog, with- 
out the advanced price. I^or this he was fliarply fpoken to, and pufhed away ; and 
the taboo being foon after laid on the bay, we had at firft no doubt but tha*t it Was 
in confequcnce of tlie offence given to the chief. Both thefe accidents I'erve to fhew 
how very difficult it is to draw any certain concl,ufion from the adions of people 
with whofe cuftoms, as well as language, we are fo imperfedly acquainted :• at the 
fame time, fome idea may be formed from them of the difficulties, at the firft view 
perhaps not very apparent, which thofe have to encounter, who, in all their tranfefftioiis 
with* thefe ftrangers, have to fleer their courfe; amidft fo much uncertainty, Whefei a 
trifling error may be attended with eifen the mofl fatal confequences. HoWeww tnne 
orfalfe our conjedures maybe, things went on in their ufual^quiet courfe till the 
afternoon of the 13th. , 

Toward the evening of that day, the officer who ^commanded the waging ps^ of 
the Bifeovery, came to inform me, that feveral chiefs had affembled aif near 

thfe beach, driving away the natives, whom be had hired*to affift the feUow m rolling 


down 



eAFr«m cook's iast vorAos. 

He tM tee«Kt tHe faOte tioiei tli«f he Ultooght 
an^ that they iheant fO^dve 'Htn iomie lattbef' m- 
tiiihi^. ’ At hfs re(jQ(dft, therefore, I f«it a marine *^ng lirith him, bht 
Mini ^Ib ’hafce Only hiS fide*«irms. In a ihort rime the officer retamed!,f aiid 'tih his 
aCi^ftiS&tting me t^t the iflanders had armed themfelves urith ftones, and y»eh groyit 
very tumultuous, I went myfelf to the fpot,» attended by a marine ^th His jteWqAet. 
Sed^ u8 afipro!^, thw threw away their ftones, and on my foeaking to fdhie Of the 
rilrid(|the mob were driven away, sffid thofe who chofe it were fuSered to affift in rilling 
the calks. Having left thinm quiet here, I went to meet Captain Cook, whoih I few 
Coming on Ihore in the pmnace. I related to him what had juft paried j and he 
ordered me, in cafe of their beginnmg to throw ftones, or behave iniolently, Hhmediately 
id fire a the offenders. I accordingly gave orders to the corporal to have the 
pieces of^Pfentinels loaded with ball, inftead of fmall (hot. 

Soon after o’ur return to the tents, we were alarmed by a continued fire of mufquets 
from the Difcovery, which we obferved {o be direfted at a canoe that we few paddling 
toward the fliore in great hafte, purfued by one of our fmall boats. We immediately 
concluded that the firing was in confequcnce of fome theft, and Captain Cook ordered 
me to follow him with a marine armed, and to endeavour to feize the people as they 
came on ftiore. Accordingly we ran toward the place where we fuppofed the canoe 
would land, but we were too late ; the people having quitted it, and made their efcape 
into the country before our arrival. 

We were at this time ignorant that the goods had been already reftored ; and as we 
ritoiight it probable, from the circumfthnces we had at firft obferved, that they might 
be of importance, were unwilling to relmquilh our hopes of recovering them. Having 
therefore inquired of the natives which way the people had fled, we followed them till 
,!t iims near dark, when judging ourfelves to be about three miles from the tents, and 
fufpeSfetg that the natives, who frequently encouraged us in the purfuit, were amufing 
Os with mfe information, we thougnt it in vain to continue our fearch any longer, and 
returned to the beach. ♦ 


- During our abfence, a difference of a more fcrious and unpleafent nature had 
happened The officer, who had been fent in the fmall boat, and was yetuming on 
bo^d with the goods which had been reftored, obferving Captain Cook and me 
engaged in the purfuit of the offenders, thought it his duty to feize the canoe, which 
was left drawn up on the fhore. Unfortunately this canof belonged to Pareea, who 
Arriving at the fame moment from on board the Difcovery, claimed his property with 
many proteftations of his innocence. The officer refufing to give it up, and being joined 
by me crew of the pinnace, a fcuffle enfued, in which Pareea was knocked down by a 
yfolent blow upon his head with an oar. The natives who were colleded about the 
fpot, dnd had mtherto been peaceable fpedators, immediately attacked our people with 
fuch a ihower of ftones, as forced them to retreat with great precipitation, and fwim off 
to a rock at fome diftance from the fhore. The pinnace was immediately ranfaeked by 
the illanders; and but for the timely, interpofition of Pareea, who feemed to 'have 
tecovered from the blow, and forgot it at the fame inifent, would foon have 
been entirely demolifhed. Having driven away the crowd, he made figns to Our peopk 
that theybughtlcome and take poffeffion of the jnnnace, and that he would ehdeiavour 
die thingsVhich had beai taken out of it. After their denartare 'he 
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Ott being 90wnM im he Ihould be welljrec^^iveOf ^ ^ 
eeitb the officer^, hi token of iHendlhip» and pifiddled over toj^ wijge eif 
When Captain Cook infonned of what had paired, he eapreEfed mvich nnewlsi^ 

at it, and, as we were retumiiw on board, ** I am afraid,” faid he, thtf 
oMijge me to ufe fome violent «aeafur|s ; for (he add^) they muft oot be 
Wgine that they have gained an advanta^ over us.” However, as it was toio, li^ In 
take any fteps this evening, he contented bimfetf'with giving orders that ev«t|itaA(l 



and woman on board ihould be immediately turned out of the diip. As foon « tfalh) 
order was executed, 1 returned on Ihore ; and our former confidence in the nafafttsf 
being now much abated by the events of the day, 1 poft^ a double guard on the 
Moral, wi^ orders to call me, if they faw any men lurking id)out the beach. ^ 
about eleVen o’clock five iflanders were obferved creeping round the bottom of t^ 
Morai ; they teemed very cautious in approaching us, and at laft hading diemfelves 
difcovered, retired out of fight. About midnight one of them venturing up clofe to 
the obfervatory, the fentinel bred over him ; on which the men fled, and we pafied the 
remainder of the night without farther diflurbance. 


Next morning, the 14th, at day-light, I went on board the Refolution for thetiin^ 
keeper, and in my way was hailed by the Difeovery, and informed that their cotter 
had been ftolen during the night from the buoy where it was moored. 

When I arrived on board, I found the marines arming, and CaptainCook loading his 
double-barrelled gun. Whilft I was relating to him what had happened to us in the mght, 
he interrupted me with fome eagemefs, and acquainted me with the lofs of the 
covery’s cutter, and with the preparations he was making for its recovery. It had be^ 
his ufual pradice, whenever any thmg of confequence was loft at any of the iflands in 
this ocean, to get the King or fome of the prinapal erees on board, and to keq> them 
as hofta^ till it was reftored. This method, which had been always attended with* 
fuccefs, he meant to purfue on the prefent occafion ; and, at the lame time, had ^ven 
orders to flop all the canood.that (hould attempt to leave the bay, with an intention of 
feizing and deftroying them, if he could not recover the cutter by peaceable means. 
Accordingly, the ^&cs of both fhips, well manned and armed, were ftationed acrofs the 
bay ; and before 1 left the fhip, fome great guns had been fired at two large canoes that 
were attempting to make their efcape. 

It was betweeq feven and eight o’clock when we quitted the fhip together ; Captain 
Cook in the pumace, having Mr. Phillips and nine marines with him, and myfolf in 
the fmall boat. The Uft orders 1 received from him were to quiet the minds of tile 
natives on our fide of the bay, by afluring them they ihould not be hurt ; to keep my 
people together, and to be on my guard. We then parted ; the captain went tojua^ 
Kowrowa, where the King refided ; and I proceeded to the beach. My firft earn 4 ^ 
going afhore was, to give ftrid orders to the marines to remain within the tent, to Iqnd 
their pieces with ball, and not to quit their arms. Afterward, I took a walk tp 
of old Kaoo and the priefts, and explained to jthem as well as I could the 
hoftile preparations, which had excee^ngly alarmed them. 1 found thail 
nlreaiiy heard of the cutter's being ftolen, and I afllired them, that though Codk 

«iis refolved to recover it, and to punish the authors of the theft, ysJt-. and 

diie people of the village on our flde, need not be under tho fmalld^a^j^fWi^i^^ pf 
fpfering eny evil from.us. I defired the priefts to »plain this 19 
bdi ppt ^ be alarmed, but to continue peaceaUe«a«id quinn. t FiiiiflPii il wfi 
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VpI^ great eameftnefs, if Terreeoboo was |p beliurt? I afTored hS«0 he was not; and 
Iboth'nii and the red of his brethren feemed much fatished with this aidtrance. 

In the mean time Captain Cook, having called off the launch, which was ftationed 
at the north point of the bay, and taking it along with him, proceeded to Kowrowa, 
and landed with the lieutenant and nine marines. Hp immediately marched to the 
village, where he was received with the ufual marks of refpeft ; the people proftrated 
themfelves before him, and bringing their accuftomed offerings of fmall hogs. 
Fining that , there was no fufpicidn of his defign, his next ftep was to inquire for 
Terreeoboo, and the two boys, his fons, who had been his condant gueds on board the 
Refolution. In a fliort time the boys returned along with the natives, who had been fent 
in fearch of them, and immediately led Captain Cook to the houfe where the King had 
ilept. They found the old man jud awoke from deep ; and after a Ihort converfation 
about the lofs of the cutter, from which Captain Cook was convinced that he was in 
no wife privy to it, he invited him to return in the boat, and fpend the day on board 
the Refolution. To this propofal the King readily confented, and immediately got up 
to accompany him. 

Things were in this profperous train ; the two boys being already in the pinnace, and 
the red of the party, having advanced near the water-fide, when an elderly woman, 
called Kanee-kabareea, the mother of the boys, and one of the King’s favourite wives, 
came after him, and with many tears and entreaties befought him not to go on board. 
At the fame time two chiefs, who came along with her, laid hold on him, and infiding 
that he diould go no farther, forced him to fit down. The natives, who were collefting 
in prodigious numbers along the fhore,»and had probably been alarmed by the firing of 
the great guns, and the appearances of hodility in the bay, began to throng found 
Saptain Cook and their King. In this fituation, the lieutenant of marines obferving 
that his men were huddled clofe together in the crowd, and thus incapable of ufing 
their arms, if any occafion fhould require it, propofed to the captain to draw them up 
along the rocks clofe to the water’s edge ; and the crowd readily making way for them 
to pafs, they were drawn up in a line at the didance of abont'thirty yards from the place 
where the King was fitting. 

All this time the old King remained on the grount^l, with the dronged marks of 
terror and dejeftion in his countenance ; Captain Cook, not willing to abandon the 
objeft for which he had come on fliore, continuing to urge him in the mod prefling 
manner to proceed ; whild on the other hand, whenever the King«appeared inclined 
to follow him, the chiefs who flood round him interpofe'id, at fird with prayers and 
entreaties, but afterward having recourfe to force and violence, infided on his flaying 
where he was. Captain Cook therefore finding that the alarm had fpread too generally, 
and that it was in vain to think any longer of getting him off without bloodflied, at lad 
gave up the point ; obferving to Mr. Phillips, that it would be impoffible to compel him 
to go on board without the rilk of killing a great number of the inhabitants. 

Though the enterprife which had carried Captain Cook on ftiore had now failed and 
was abandoned, yet his p«rfon did not, appear to have been in the lead danger, till an 
, accident happened which gave a fatal turn to the affair. The boats which had been 
Rationed acrofs the ^ay, having fired at fome canoes that were attempting to get out, 
unfortunately htid killed a chief of the fird rapk. The news of his death arrived at 
the village where Captain Cook was, jud as he had left the King, and was walking 
jfiop^y ^ward the Ihore. The ferment it occafioned was very.confpicuous, the women 
apd were immediately fent off ; and the men put on their war-mats, and 

armed 
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anned theaifelycs with fpears and ftones. One of the natives, ;havl% in his' liaind a 
ftone, and a tong iron fpflce (which they called a pahooa)i ‘ Catrte up to thb <4ajptain, 
flourilhuig his weapon by way of defiance, and threatening to throw the ftone. The 
captain defired him to defift ; but the man perfifting in his infolence, he was at length 
provoked to fire a load of fmall fliot. The man having his mat on, which the fhbt 
were not; able to penetrate, this had no other elTeft than to irritate and encourage them. 
Several ftones were thrown at the marines ; and one of the crees attempted to ftab 
Mr. Phillips with his pahooa, but failed in the attempt, and received from himv blow 
with the but-end of his mufquet. Captain Cook now tired Iiis ii.cond barrel, loaded 
with ball, and killed one of the foremoft of the natives. A general attack with ftones 
immediately followed, which was anfw’cred by a difeharge of mufqiietry from the ma- 
rines, and the people in the boats. The iflandiers, contrary to th(? expectation of every 
one, flood the fire with great firmnefs ; and before the marines had time to reload, 
they broke in upon them with dreadful fhouts and yells. Whnt followed w'as a feene 
of the utmoft horror and confufion. 

Four of the marines were cut ofl' amongft the rocks in their retreat, and fell a facri- 
fice to the fury of the enemy ; three more were dangcroufly wounded ; and the lieute- 
nant, who had received a flab between the fljoulders with a pahooa, having fortunately 
referved his lire, fliot. the man who had wounded him, juft as he was going to repeat 
his blow. Our unfortunate commander, the lafl time he w’as feen diftindlly, was 
{landing at ihp water’s edge, and calling out to the boats to ceafe firing, and to 
pull in. If it be true, as fome of thofe who were prefent imagined, that tlie marines 
and boat- men had fired without his orders, arfd that he was delirous of preventing any 
further bloodfhed, it is not improbable that his humanity on this occafion proved 
fatal to him ; for It was remarked, that whilft he faced the natives, none of them had 
offered him any violence ; but that having turned about, to give his orders to the boatsy 
he was flabbed in the back, and fell with his face into the water. On feeing him fall, 
the illanders fet up a great fliout, and his body was immediately dragged on fliore, and 
furrounded by the enemy, \fho fnatching the dagger out of each other’s hands, fliewed 
a favage cagemefs to have a fhare in his deflruttion. 

Tims fell our great and excellent commander ! After a life of fo much diftinguiftied 
and fuccefsful eriterprife, his death, as far as regards himfclf, cannot be reckoned pre- 
mature ; fince he lived to finlfli the great work for which he feems to have been de- 
figned ; and was rather rejmoved from the enjoyment, than cut off fr-'m the acquifition 
of |Iory. How fincerely his lofs was felt and lamented by thofe who had fo long found 
their general fecurity in his lliill and condudl, and every confolation, under their 
hardfhips, in his tendemefs and humanity, it is neither neceffary nor pofllble for me 
to deferibe j much lefs fhall I attempt to paint the horror with tvhich we were^ftruck, 
and the uiiiverfal dejeClion and difmay which followed fo dreadful and unexpected a 
calamity. 

It has been already related,' that four of the marines who attended Captain Cook 
were killed by the iflanders on the fpot. The reft, wdth Mr. Phillips, their lieutenant, 
threw themfelves into the water and efcaped, under cover of a I'niart fire from the 
boats. On this occafion, a remarkable inftance of gallant behaviour^ and qf affedlion 
for his men, was fliewn by that officer*: for he had fcarcely got into’ the Boat, when 
feeing one of the marines, who was a bad fwimmen, ftruggfing in the water, and in 
danger of being taken by the enemy, he immediately jumped into thi^ % to his 
afliftance, though much wounded hirafelf j and after receiving a blow on the head fr6m 
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a ftone, which had nearly fent him to the bottom, he caught the man by the hair and 
brought him fafe off. k . 

Our people continued for fome time to keep up a conftant fire from the boats (which 
during the whole tranfaftion were not more than twenty yards from the land,) in order 
to afford their unfortunate companions, if any of them' fhould ftill remain alive, an 
opportunity of efcaping. Thefe efforts, feconded by a few guns that were fired at the 
fame jjifne from the Refolution, having forced the natives at lafl: to retire, a fmall boat 
manned by five of our young midfhipmen, pulled toward the fhore, where they faw 
the bodies, without any figns of life, lying on the ground j but judging it dangerous 
to attempt to bring them off, with fo fmall a force, and their ammunition being nearly 
expended, they returned to the fhips, leaving them in poffcflion of the iflanders, to- 
gether with ten ftands of arms. 

As foon as the general confternation, which the news of this calamity occafioned 
throughout both crews, had a little fubfided, their attention was called to our party at 
the Morai, where the malt and fails were <5n fliore, with a guard of only fix marines. 
It is impoffible for me to deferibe the emotions of my own mind, during the time thefe 
tranfaftions, had been carrying on, at the other fide of the bay. Being at the diftance 
only of a Ihort mile from the village of Kowrowa, we could lee diftindily an immenfe 
crowd colledled on the fpot where Captain Cook had juft before landed. We heard 
the firing of the mufquetry, and could perceive fome extraordinary buftle and agi- 
tation in the multitude. We afterwards faw the natives flying, the boats retire from 
the fljore, and paffmg and repaflingi ip great ftillnefs, between the Ihips. I muft 
confefs that my heart foon mifgave me. Where a life fo dear and valuable was con- 
cerned, it was impoffible not to be alarmed, by appearances both new and threatening. 
But, bolides this, I knew that a long and uninterrupted courfe of fuccefs, in his tranf- 
Sdlions with the natives of thefe feas, had given the captain a degree of confidence 
that I was always fearful might, at fome unlucky moment, put him too much off his 
guard ; and I now faw all the dangers to which that confidence might lead, without 
receiving much conlblation from confidering the experience that had given rife to it. 

My firft care, on hearing the mufquets fired, was to allure the people, who were 
affembled in confiderablc numbers round the wall of our confecrated field, and feemed 
equally at a lofs with ourfelves how to account for what they had feen and heard, that 
they Ihould not be molefted j and that, at all events, I was defirous of continuing on 
peaceable terms with them. We remained in this pofturc 'dll the boats had returned 
on board', when Captain Clerkc obferving, through his tclelcopc, that we were fur- 
rounded by the natives, and apprehending they meant to attack us, ordered two four- 
pounders to be fired at them. Fortunately thefe guns, though well aimed, did no 
mifehie^ and yet gave the natives a convincing proof of their power. One of the balls 
broke a cocoa-nut tree in the middle, under which a party of them were fitting ; and 
the other fliivcred a rock that Hood in ah exact line with. them. As 1 had juft before 
given them the ftrongeft affarances of their fafety, I was exceedingly mortified at this 
act of hoftility ; and to prevent a repetition of it, immediately difpatched a boat to 
acquaint Captain Clerke that at prefent I was on the moft friendly terms with the na- 
tives ; and that, ii; ocGafion Ihould hereafter arife for altering my conduct toward them, 
I would hoilt a jack, as a fignal for him to afford us all the afliftance in his power. 

We expefted the return of the boat with the utmoft impatienep ; and after remaining 
a quartejC' of an hour, under .the moft torturing anxiety and fufpenfe, our fears were 
at length confinned, by the arrival of Mr. Bligh, with orders to ftrike the tents as 
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quickly as poiTible, and to fend the fails that were repairing on board. Juft at the fame 
moment our friend Kaireekeea, having alfo received intelligence of the death of Cap- 
tain Cook, from a native who had arrived froiA the other fide of the bay, came to me 
with great forrow and dcjedion in his countenance, to enquire if it was true. 

Oi» fituation was at this time extremely critical and important. Not only our own 
lives, but the event of the expedition, and the return of at leaft one of the fhips, 
being involved in the fame common danger. We had the inafl; of the Refolution, 
and the greateft part of our fails on fhore, under the proteftion of only fix mal^nes : 
their lofs would have been irreparable ; and though the natives had not as yet Ihewn 
the finalleft difpofition to niolcft us, yet it was impoflibic to anfwcr for the alteration, 
which the news of the tranfadion at Rowrowa might produce. I therefore thought 
it prudent to diffemblc my belief of the death of Captain Cook, and to defire Kai- 
reekeea to difeourage the report, left either the fear of our refentment, or the fucceff- 
ful example of their countrymen, might lead them to feize the favourable opportunity, 
which at this time offered itfelf, of giving us a fecond blow. At the fame time,. I ad- 
vifed him to bring old Kaoo, and the reft of the prieft, into a large houfe that was 
clofc to the Moral ; partly out of regard to their fafety, in cafe it ihould have been 
neceffary to proceed to extremities, and partly to have him near us, in order to make 
ufe of his authority with the people, if it could be inftrumenfal in preferving peace. 

Having placed the marines on the top of the Morai, which formed a ftrong and 
advantageous poft, and left the command with Mr. Bligh, giving him the moft pofitive 
diredions to ad entirely on the defenfive, 1 went on board the Difeovery, in order to 
reprefent to Captain Clerke the dangerous fitudtion of our affairs. As foon as I quitted 
the fpot, the natives began to annoy our people with ftoncs ; and I had fcarcely reached 
the fliip, before I heard the firing of the marines. I therefore returned inftantly on 
Ihore, where I found things growing every moment more alarming. The natives were, 
arming, and putting on their mats ; and their numbers incrcafed very fall. I could 
alfo perceive feveral large Dodie.s marching toward us, along the cliff which feparates 
the village of Kakooa from The north fide of the bay where the village of Kowrowa 
is fituated. 

They began at firft to attack us with ftones, from behind the walls of their enclo- 
furcs, and finding no refiftance on our part, they foon grew more daring. A few 
refolutc fellows having crept along the beach, under cover of the rocks, fuddenly 
made their appearance at ihe foot of the Morai, with a defign, as it feemed, of ftorm- 
ing it on the fide next the fea, which was its only acceffible part ; and were, not dif- 
lodged till after they had flood a confiderablc number of fhot, and fecn one of their 
party fall. 

I'he bravery of one of thefe affailants well deferves to be particularly mentioned. 
For, having returned to carry off his companion, amidfl the fire of our whofe party, 
a wound, which he received, made him quit the body and retire ; but in a few minutes, 
he again appeared, and being again wounded, he was obliged a fecond time to retreat. 
At this moment I arrived at the Morai, and law him return the third time, bleeding 
and faint ; and being informed of what had happened, I forbade the foldiers to fire, 
and he was fuffered to carry off his friend j which he w'as juftvabl| to perform, and 
then fell down himfelf, and expired. • 

About this time a ftrong reinforcement from bc<h fhips having landed, the natives 
retreated behind their walls ; which giving me accefs to our friendly priefts, I fent one 
of them to endeavour to bring their countrymen to fothe terms, and to propofe to 
them, that if they would defift from throwing ftones, I would not permit our men to 

4 Y 2 fire.* 



jri6 CAPTAIN cook’s LAST VOYAGE. 

fire. This truce ivas agreed to ; and we were fuffered to launch the mall;, and carry 
off the fails and our affronomical apparatus unmolefted. As foon as we had quitted 
the Morai, they took poffeflion of it,, and fome of them threw a few ftones, but With- 
out doing us any mifchief. 

It was half an hour paft eleven o’clock when I got on board the Difcovery, Where 
1 found no decifive plan had been adopted for our future proceedings. The rellitution 
of the boat, and the recovery of th^ body of Captain Cook, were the obje£ts which on 
all hands, we agreed to infill: on ; and it was my opinion that fome vigorous fteps 
Ihould be taken in cafe the demand of them was not immediately complied with. 
However, after mature deliberation, it was determined to accoinpliih thefe points by 
conciliatory meafures, if poflible. 

During the time we were thus engaged in concerting fome plan for our future con- 
duft, a prodigious concourfe of natives ftill kept poflellion of the Ihore ; and fome of 
them came off in canoes, and had the boldnefs to approach within piftol-lhot of the 
fhipSjSand to infult us by various marks of contempt and defiance. It was with great 
difficulty we could reftrain the failors from the ufe of their arms on thefe occafions j 
but as pacific meafures ha^ been refolved on, the canoes were fuffered to return un- 
molefted. 

In purfuance of this plan, it was determined that I Ihould proceed toward the Ihore, 
with the boats of both Ihips well manned and armed, with a view to bring the natives 
to a parley, and, if poffible, to obtain a conference with fome of the chiefs. 

If this attempt fucceeded, I was to demand the dead bodies, and particularly that of 
Captain Cook ; to threaten them with our vengeance in cafe of a refufal, but by no 
means to fire unlefs attacked, and not to land on any account whatever. Thefe orders 
were delivered to me before the whole party, and in the moll pofitive manner. 

« I left the Ihips about four o’clock in the afternoon, and as we approached the Ihore, 

I perceived every indication of a hoftile reception. The t^ole crowd of natives was 
in motion 5 the women and children retiring ; the men putting on their war-mats, and 
arming themfelves with long fpears and daggers. We dlfo obferved that fince the 
morning, they had thrown up Hone breall-works along the beach where Captain Cook 
had landed, probably in expeflation of an attack at that place ; and, as foon as we 
were within reach, they began to throw ftones at us with flings, but without doing any 
mifchief. Concluding therefore that all attempts to bring them to a parley would be 
in vain, unlefs 1 firft gave them fome ground for mutual eonfidence, I ordered the 
armed boats to flop, and went on in the fmall boat alone, with a white flag in my hand, 
which, by a general cry of joy from the natives, I had the fatisfatlion to find was 
inftantly underftood. The women immediately returned from the fide of the hill, 
whither they had retired ; the men threw off their mats ; and ail fat down together by 
the water-fide, extending their arms, and inviting me to come on Ihore. 

Though this, behaviour was very expreflive ot a frieq^ly difpofition, yet I could not 
help entertaining fome fufpiejons of its fmcerity. But when I faw Koah, with a bold- 
nefs and affurance altogether unaccountable, fwimming ofl:’ toward the boat, with a 
white flag in his hand, I thought it neceffary to return this mark of confidence, and 
therefore reccivefl him into the boat, though armed ; a circumftance which did not 
tend to leffen my fufpicions. I mull confefs I 'had long harboured an unfavourable 
opinion of this man. The prieftt had always told Os that he was of a malicious dif- 
pofitioo, and no friend of ouns ; and the repeated deteSions of his fraud and treachery 
had convinced us of the truth of their reprefentations. Add to all this, the Ihocking * 
tranfaflion of the morning, in which he was feen ading a principal part, made me feel 



CAPTAIN cook's LASf VOTAOE. 


717 

the utmoft horror at finding rayfelf fo near him ; and as he came Up to roe with 
feigned tears and embraced me, I was fo diftr^ftful of his intentions, that I could not 
help taking hold of the point of the pahooah, which he held in his hand, and turning 
it from me. I told„him that I had come to demand the body of Captain Cook, and 
to declare war againfl; them’, unlefs it was inftantly reftored. He aflured me this 
Ihould be done as foon as poffible, and that he would go himfelf for that purpofe j 
and after begging pf me a piece of iron, with as much aflurance as if nothing extraor- 
dinary had happened, he leaped into the fea and fwam alhore, calling out'^lo his 
countrymen that we were all friends again. 

We waited near an hour with great anxiety for his return ; during which time the 
reft of the boats had approached fo near the Ihore, as to enter into converfation with 
a party of the natfves at fome diftance from us ; by whom they were plainly given 
to underftand that the body had been cut to pieces and carried up the country j but 
of this circuinftance I was not informed till our return to the (hips. 

I began now to exprefs fome impatience at Koah’s delay, upon which the’^’chiefs 
prelTed me exceedingly to come on Ihore ; afluring me, that if I would go myfelf to 
Terreeoboo, the body would certainly be reftored to me. When they found they 
could not prevail on me to land, they attempted under pretence of wifliing to converfe 
with more cafe, to decoy our boat among fome rocks, where they would have had it 
in their power to cut us off from the reft. It was no difficult matter to fee through 
thefe artifices ) and I was therefore ftrongly inclined to break off all further communi- 
cation with them, when a chief came to us, \s{ho was the particular friend of Captain 
Clerkc, and of the officers of the Difcovcry. He told us, he came from Terree- 
oboo, to acquaint us that the body was carried up the country, but that it Ihould be 
brought to us the next morning. There appeared a great deal of finegrity in his 
manner ; and being alked if he told a falfehood, he hooked his two fore-fingers toge-* 
ther, which is undcrftood«amongft thefe iilaiiders as the fign of truth j in the ufe of 
which they are very fcrupulous. 

As I was now at a lofs in what manner to proceed, I fent Mr. Vancouver to acquaint 
Captain Clerke with all that had paffed ; that ray opinion was, they meant not to 
keep their word with us, and were fo far from being forry^at what had happened, that, 
on the contrary, they were full of fpirits and confidence on account of their late fuc- 
cefs, and fought only to gain time, till they could contrive fome fcheme for getting us 
into their power. Mr. Vancouver came back with orders for me to return on board, 
having firft given the natives to underftand that if the body was not brought the next 
morning, the town would be deftroyed. 

Wlicn they faw that we were going off, they endeavoured to provoke us by the nwft 
infulting and contemptuous geftures. Some of our people faid they could diiljnguifh 
feveral of the natives parading about in the clothes of our unfortunate comrade ; and 
among them, a chief branditlfing Captain Cook’s hanger, and a woman holding the 
fcabbard. Indeed there can be no doubt but that our behaviour had given them a 
mean opinion of our courage ; for they could have but little notion of the motives of 
humanity that diretfted it. 

In confcquence of the report I made to Captain Clerke, of wl?at J conceived to be 
the prefent temper and difpofition of thefe iflanders, the moft, eftettual maafures were 
taken to guard againft .any attack they might make in the night. The boats were 
moored with top-chains ; additional fentinels were polled jon both Ihips ; and guard- 
boats were ftationed to row round them, in order to prevent the natives from cutting 
the cables. During the night we obferved a prodigious number of lights on the 
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hills, which made fome of us imagine they were removing their elFeds back Into the 
country, in confequence of our threats. But I rather believe them to have bem the 
facrifices that were performing on account of the war, in w^ch they imagined them- 
felvcs about to be engaged j and moft probably the bodies of our flain countrymen 
were at that time burning. . ■* 

We paffed the night quietly, and early the next morning, Koah came alongfidc the 
Refolution with a prefent of cloth and a linall pig, which he delved leave to prefent 
to me. I have mentioned before that I was fuppofed, by the natives, to be the fon of 
Captain ('ook ; and as he in his life time had always fuffered them to believe it, I 
w'as probably confidered as the chief after his death. As foon as I came on deck, 1 
quelltoned him about the body ; and on his retuniing me nothing but evafivc anfwers, 

1 refufed to accept his prefents, and was going to difmifs him with fome exprellions 
of anger and refentment, had not Captain Clerke, judging it beft at all events to 
keep up the appearance of fricndfliip, thought it more proper that he fhould be treated 
with the ufual rcfpedl. 

I'Jn's treacherous follow came frequently to us during the courfe of the forenoon 
with Ibme trifling prefent or other, and as I always obl'erved him eyeing every part 
of the fhlp with great attention, I took care he lliould fee we were well prepared for 
our defence. 

He was exceedingly urgent both with Captain Clerke and myfclf to go on ihore, 
laying all the blame of the detention of the bodies on the other chiefs >. and afl'uring 
us that every thing might be fettled to our fatisfaefion by a perfonal interview with 
Terreeoboo. However, his conduct was too fufpicious to make it prudent to comply 
with this requeft: ; and indeed a fa6t came afterwards to our knowledge, which proved 
the entire falfehood of his pretenfions. For we were told that immediately after the 
•aftion in which Captain Cook was killed, the old King had retired to a cave in the 
flieep part of the mountain that hangs over the bay, which was acceflible only by 
the help of ropes, and where he remained for many days, having his victuals let 
down to him by cords. * 

When Koah returned from the (hips, we could perceive that his countrymen, who 
had been collefted by break of day in vaft crowds on the Ihore, thronged about him 
with great cagernefs, as if to learn the intelligence he had acquired, and what was to 
be done in confequence of it. It is very probable that they expeSed we fliould at- 
tempt to put our threats in execution, and they feemed fully refolved to Raiid their 
ground.. During the whole morning, we heard conchs blowing in diflerent parts of 
the coaft ; large parties were feen marching over the hills ; and in fliort, the appear- 
ances were fo alarming, that we carried out a ftream anchor to enable us to haul 
the fliip abreaft of the town in cafe of an attack, and Rationed boats off the north 
point of the bay to prevent a furprile from that quarter. 

The breach of their engagement to reftore the bodies of the flain, and the warlike 
pofture in which they at this time appeared, occafioned frefli debates amongfl; us con- 
cerning the meafures riext to be purfued. It was at laft determined, that nothing 
Ihould be fuffered to interfere with the repair of the maft, and the preparations for 
our departure ; |put /that we fhould neverthelefs continue our negociations for the 
recovery of the bodies. • 

The greateft part of the day ‘was taken up in ‘getting the foremaft into a proper 
fituatbn on deck for the carpenters to work upon it, and in' making the neceffary 
in the commiflions of the officers. The command of the expedition haying) 
Clerke, he removed on board the Refolution, appointed Lieu- 
tenant 
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tenant Gore to be captain of the Difcovery, and promoted Mr, Hapve}^^ a midfhipman, 
who had been with Captain Cpok in his two laft voyages, to the vacant lieiftenancy. 
During the whole day we met with no interruptian from the natives, and at night the 
launch was again moored with a top-chain, and guard-boats ftationed round both fhips 
as before. 

About eight o’clock, it being very dark, a canoe was heard paddling toward the 
fhip ; and as foon as it was feen, both the fcntinels^on deck fired into it. There were 
two perfons in the canoe, and they immediately roared out “ Tinnee,” (which ‘was 
the way in which they pronounced my name), and faid they were friends, and had 
fomething for me belonging to Captain Cook. When they came on board, they 
threw themfelves at our feet, and ajipeared exceedingly frightened. Luckily neither 
of them was hurt, notwithftandiug the balls of both pieces had gone through the 
canoe. One of them was the perfon whom I have before mentioned under the name 
of the Taboo man, w ho conftantly attended Captain Cook with the circumftances of 
ceremony I have already deferibed ; and who, though a man of rank in the ifland, 
could fcarcely be hindered from performing for him the loweft offices of a menial 
fervant. After lamenting with abundance of tears, the lofs of the Orono, he told us 
that he had brought us a part of his body. He then prefented to us a fmall bundle 
wrapped up in cloth, wliich he brought under his arm ; and is it pollible to deferibe 
the horror which foiled us on finding in it a piece of human flefh, about nine or ten 
pounds w'eight r This, he faid, was all that remained of the body ; that the reft was 
cut to pieces and burnt ; but that the head and all the bones, except what belonged 
to the trunk, were in the poffeffion of Terreeoboo and the other Eroes; that what 
we faw had been allotted to Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, to be made ufe of in 
fome religious ceremony, and that he had font it as a proof of his innocence and 
attachment to us. 

This afforded an opportunity of informing ourfelves whether they w'ere cannibals, 
and we did not neglect it. We firft tried by many indirefl queftions, put to each 
of them apart, to learn in what manner the reft of the bodies had been difpofed of ; 
and finding them very conftant in one ftory, that after the flcfii had been cut off it 
was all burnt, we at laft put the direct queftion — Whether they had not cat fome of 
it ? They immediately fhcw'ed as much horror at the idea as any European would 
have done ; and alked very naturally if that was the cuftom amongft us ? Tiiey after- 
ward alked us, with great carneftnefs and apparent apprehenfion, “ ^Vhen the Orono 
would come again, and what he would do to them on his return ?” 'I'he fame enquiry 
was frequently made afterwards by others ; and this idea agrees with the general 
tenour of their conduit towards him, which fliewed that they confidered him as a 
being of a fuperior nature. 

We prcfl'cd our two friendly vifitors to remain on board till morning, but in vain. 
They told us, that if this traii|;;itio/j flmuld come to the knowledge of the King or 
chiefs, it might be attended with the moft fatal confoquences to their whole fociety ;• 
in order to prevent which, they had been oblig’ed to come off to us in the dark, and 
the fame precaution would be ncceffary in returning on fliore. They . informed us 
farther, that .the chiefs were eager to revenge the death of theii > cojintrymen ; and 
particularly cautioned us againft trulfidg Koah, who, they f^tid, was our mortal and 
implacable enemy, and defired nothing more ardentl}? than an opportunity of fighting 
us ; to which the blowing of the epnehs we had heard iij the morning was meant as 
ta challenge. 


We 
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' Wc learned l»Q® that feventfeen of their countr^en were killed in the 

firft adion at Kowrowa, of whom five were chiefs ; and that Kaneea and his brother, 
oiir very particular friends, were unfortunately of that* number. Eight, they faid, 
were killed at the obfervatory ; three of whom were alfo of the ^rfl: rank. 

About eleven o’clock our two friends left us, and , took tbfe precaution to defire ^ 
that our guard-boat might attend them till they had pafled the - Difcovery, left they 
fliould again be fired upon, which might alarm their countrymen oif lliore, and expofe 
them to I he danger of being difeov^rod. This requeft was complied with ; and we 
had the fatisfdftion to find that they got fafe and undifeovered to land. 

During the remainder of this night w'^e heard the fame loud howling and lantcnta- 
tions. Early in tlie morning we received another vifit from Koah. I muft confefs, I 
was a little piqued to find, that liotwithftanding the moft evident marks of treachery 
in his conducf, and the pofitive teftimony of our friends the priefts, he ftiould ftill be 
permitted to c^rry on the fame farce, and to make us appear to be the dupes of his 
hypocrify. Indeed our fituation was become extremely awkward and unpromifing ; 
none of the purpofes for which this pacific courfe of proceeding had been adopted 
having hitherto been in the leaft forwarded by it. No fatisfaftory anfwer whatever 
had been given to our demands ; w’e did not feem to be at all advanced toward a re- 
conciliation with the illanders ; they ftill kept in force on the Ihore, as if determined 
to refiflfany attempts we might make to land ; and yet the attempt was become abfo- 
lutely neceflary, as the completing our fupply of water would not admit of any 
longer delay. 

However it muft be obferved, in jtiftice to the conduft of Captain Clerke, that it 
was very probable, from the great numbers of the natives, and from the refolution 
with which they feemed to expert us, an attack could not have been made without 
fome danger ; and that the lofs of a very few men might have been feverely felt by 
us, during the remaining courfe of our voyage. Whereas the delaying the execution- 
of our threats, though, on the one hand, it leflbned their opinion of our prowefs, had 
the effeft of caufing them to difperfe on the other. For this day about noon finding 
us perfift in our inaftivity, groat bodies of them, after blowing their conchs and 
ufing every mode of defiance, marched off over the hills, and never appeared after- 
ward. Thofe however who remained were the not lefs daring and infolent. One 
man had the audacity to come within mufquet-fhot a-head of the fhip ; and, after 
Hinging feveral ftones at us, he waved Captain Cook’s hjt over his head, whilft his 
countrymen on Ihore were exulting, and encouraging his boldnefs. Our people were 
all in a flame at this infult, and, coming in a body on the quarter-deck, begged they 
might no longer be obliged to put up with thefe repeated provocations ; and requefted 
me to obtain permiffion for them, from Captain Clerke, to avail themfelves of the 
firft fair occafion of revenging the death of their commander. On my acquainting 
him with what was palling, he gave orders for fome great guns to be fired at the 
natives on Ihorc ; and promifed the crew that, if they ftould meet with any molefta- 
tion at the watefing-place, the next day, they Ihould then be left at liberty to chaf- 
tife them. 

It is fomew|^at Remarkable, that before we could bring our guns to bear, the 
jflanders had fufpe^ed our intentions, from the ftir they faw in the Ihipi and had 
retired behind thftir hbufes and walls. We were therefore obliged to fire in fome 
m^aftire at random ; notwithftanding which, our fhot produced all the effect that 
icouldl have been defired. * For- foon after we faw Koah paddling towards us, with 

extreme 
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extreme hafte, and on his arrival we learned that fome people ka4J>een killed, and 
atnongft the reft, Maiha*Maiha, a principal chief, and a near relation^o the king*. 

Soon after the arriv^ of Koah, two boys fwam off from the Morai toward the lliips, 
having each a long fpear^ in his hand j and, after they bad approached pretty near, 
they^ began to chant 4 fong in a very folemn manner ; the . fubjeft of which, from 
their often menti^pning the word Crono, and pointing to the .village where Cajptain 
Cook was killed,iwe concluded to be the late calamitous difafter. Having fung in a 
plaintive ftrain for about twelve or fifteen minutes, dui'ing the whole of which time 
they remained in the water, they went on#l3oard the Difcovery, and delivered their 
fpears ; and after niakjng a ftiort ftay, returned on Ihore. Who fent them, or what 
was the objeft of this ceremony, we were never able to learn. 

At night, the ufual precautions were taken for the fecurity of the (hips ; and as 
foon as it was dark, our two friends, who had vifited us the night before, came off 
again. They aflured us that though the effect of our great guns this afternoon had 
terrified the chiefs exceedingly, they had by no means laid afide their hoftileintentigms, 
and advifed us to be on our guard. 

The next morning, the boats of both (hips were fent afliore for water ; and the 
Difcovei*y was warped clofe to the beach, in order to cover that fervice. We foon 
found that th^ intelligence which the priefts had fent us, was not without foundation ; 
and that the natives were refolved to take every opportunity of annoying us^'when it 
could be done without much rifk. 

I'hroughout’ all this group of ifiands, the villages, for the moft part, are fituated 
near the fea ; and the adjacent ground is endofed with (lone walls, about three feet 
high. Thefe, wo at firft imagined, were intended for the divifion of property ; but 
we now difeovered that they ferved, and probably were principally defigned, for a 
defence againft invafion. I’hey confift of loofe ftones, and the inhabitants are very, 
.dexterous in (hitting them, with great quicknefs, to fuch fituations as the direiftion of 
the attack may require. In the fides of the mountain, which hangs over the bay, they 
have alfo little holes or caves, of confiderable depth, the entrance of which is fecured 
by a fence of the fame kind. From behind both thefe defences the natives kept per- 
petually harafling our waterers with ftones ; nor could the fmall force we had ou 
(hore, with the advantage of mufquets, compel them to retreat. 

In this expofed fituation, our people were fo taken up in attending to their own 
fafety, that they employed the whole forenoon in filling only one tun of water. As it 
was therefore impoffible to perform this fervice, till their affailants were driven to a 
greater diftance, the Difcovery was ordered to diflodge them with her great guns; 
which being effeded by a few difeharges, the men landed without moleftation. How- 
ever, the natives foon after made their appearance again, in their ufual mode of attack ; 
and it was now found abfolutely necelTary to burn down fome draggling houfl^s near 
the wall,' behind which they had taken Ihelter. In executing thefe orders, I am forry 
to add that our people were hurried into ads of unnecefiary cruelty and devaftation. 
Something ought certainly to be allowed to ^fteir refentment ©f the repeated tnfuits 
and contemptuous behaviour of the ifianders, and to the natural defire of ^’evenging 
the lofs of their commander. But at the fame time their condud ferved ftrongly to 
convince me, that the utmoft precaution-^ is necelTary in ^fting, though but for a 

• s 

* The word Matte is copimonlv iifcd, in the language of thefe iflands. to exprefa cither killing or 
wounding ; and we were afterward told, that this chief had only received a flight blow on the face tram 
^ Sone which had been ftruck by one of the balls* 
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rooment, the dir(^edonary ufe of arms, in the hands of private feamen 6t foldiorS^ on 
,fuch occafions. ' ' ■ ^ n ' ' 

I’heir orders were only to bum a fe'&r ftraggling hut8,‘wl\ich atthMed flielter #the 
natives. V/e were therefore a good deal furprized to fee the|ivh6le village Oft fir6 ; 
and before a boat, that '.vas fent to ftop the progrefs of. the miftnief, could reach the 
fhore, the houfes of our old and conftant friends, the priefts, wer^ all in flames. ''•'I 
cannot enough lament the illnefs that confined me on board this day. The priefts had 
always been under my proteftion ; and unlpckily, the officers who were then on duty, 
having been feldom on fliore at the Monu, were ftofr much acquainted with the circum- 
ftances of the place. Had I been prefent myfelf, I might probably have been the 
means of faving their little fociety from deftruftion. 

Several of the natives were fliot, in making their efcape from the flames ; and our 
people cut off the heads of two of them, and brought them on board. The fate of 
one poor iflander was much lamented by us all. As he was coming to the well for 
water, he was (hot at by one of the marines. The ball ftruck his calibalh, which he 
immediately threw from him, and fled. He was purfued into one of the caves I have 
before deferibed, and no lion could have defended his den with greater courage and 
fiercenefs ; till at laft,- after having kept two of our people at bay for a confiderable 
time, he expired covered with wounds. It was this accide* that firft brought us 
acquainled with the ufe of thefe caverns. 

At this time an elderly man was taken prifoner, bound, and fent op board in the 
fame boat with the heads of his two countrymen. I never faw horror fo ftrongly 
pictured as in the face of this man, fior fo violent a tranfition to extravagant joy, as 
when he was untied, and told he might go away in fafety. He fhewed us he did not 
want gratitude, as he frequently afterward returned with prefents of provifions ; and 
alfo did us other fervices. 

Soon after the village was deftroyed, we faw coming down the hill, a man, attended 
by fifteen or twenty boys, holding pieefe of white cloth, green boughs, plantains, &c. 
in their hands. I knew not how it happened that this peaceful embaffy, as foon as 
they were within reach, received the fire of a party of our men. This however did 
not ftop them. They continued their proceflion, and the officer on duty canje up in 
time to prevent a fecond difeharge. As they approached nearer, it was found to be 
our much-efteemed friend Kaireckeea, who had fled on our firft fetting fire to the vil- 
lage, and had now returned, and defired to be fent on board the Refolution. 

When he arrived, we found him exceedingly grave and thoughtful. We endea- 
voured to make him underftand the neceflity we were under of fetting fire to the 
village, by which his houfe, and thofe of his brethren, were unintentionally confumed. 
He expoftulated a Jiule with us on our want of friendfhip, and on our ingratitude. 
And, indeed, it was not till now that we learnt the whole extent of the injury we had 
done them. He told us that, relying on the promifes I had made them, and on the 
aflrurancq|they had aftpward received from the men, who had brought m the remains 
of Captain Cook, they had not removed their jeffefts back into the country, with the 
reft of the inhabitants, but had put every thing that was valuable of their ovm, as well 
as what they hijfd cpllefted from us, into a houfe clofe to the Morai, where they hadthe^ 
mortification to fee it all ft* on fire by ourfelves. 

•Pft coining on board', he had-feen the heads of* his countrymen lying oft the deck, 
at\»|^h. he was exMCdingl;^ fliocked, and defired with great eaHieftnefs tW they might 
overbolilS, This requeft Captain Clerke inftantly ordered ta be compliei|, 


In 
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IjH the ev^ing} the catering party returned on board, having met with no farther 
utterruption. We paded a gloomy night ; the cries and lament^iKene-we heard on 
ftiore being far more dreadful than ever, pur only confolation was, the hope that 
we ihould have no occafion in future for a repetition of fuch feverities.* 

It is very extraorilinay, that amidft all thefe difturbances the women of the ifland 
who were on b(»rd, never offered to leave us, nor difeovered the fmalleft apprehenfions 
either for themlelves or their friends afhore. So entirely uncolicemed did they apptsar, 
that fome of them, who were on deck when the .town was in flames, feemed to admire 
the light, and frequently cried out that it was maitai,’ or very fine. 

The next morning, Koah came off as ufual to the Ihips. As there esifted no longer 
any neceflity for keeping terms with him, I was allowed to have my own way. "Wnen 
he approached toward the fide of the fliip, finging his fong, and offering me a hog, 
and fome plantains, I ordered him to keep off, cautioning him never to appear again 
without Captain Cook’s bones, left his life fhould pay the forfeit of his frequent 
' breach of promife. lie did not appear much mortified with this reception, but went 
immediately on fhore, and joined a party of his countrymen, Avho were pelting the 
waterers with ftones. The body of the young man who had been killed the day 
before, was found this morning, lying at the entrance of the cave ; and fome of our 
people went and threw a mat over it. Soon after which they faw fome men carrying 
him ofl' on their fliouldcrs, and could hear them finging, as they inarched, a mournful 
fpng. 

The natives being at lafl convinced that it was not the want of ability to punifh them, 
which had hitherto made us tolerate their pjovocations, defifled from giving us atiy 
farther moleftation } and in the evening, a chief called Eappo, who had feldom vifited 
us, but whom we knew to be a man of the very firfl confequcnce, came with prefents 
from Terreeoboo to fuc for peace. Thefe prefents were received, and he was difmiffed 
with the fame anfwcr W'hich had before been given, that until the remains of Captain 
Cook fliould be reftored, no peace would be granted. AVe learned from this perfon 
that the flefli of all the bpdics of our people, together with the bones of the trunks, 

' had been burnt ; that the limb-bones of the marines had been divided amongft the 
inferior chiefs ; and that thofe of Captain Cook had been difpofed of in the following 
manner : the head to a great chief called Kahoo-opeon ; the hair to Maiha-Maiha ; 
and the legs, tliighs, and arms to Terreeoboo. After it was dark, many of the inha- 
bitants came off with roots and other vegetable* ; and we alfo received two large pre- 
fents of the fame articleS from Kaireekcea. 

The 19th was chiefly taken up in fending and receiving the meffages which paffed 
between Captain Clcrke and Terreeoboo. Eappo was very preffing that one of our 
officers fhould go on fliorc ; and in the mean time offered to remain as an hoffage on 
board. This requeft, however, it was not thought proper to comply with j aira he 
left us with a promife of bringing the bones next day. At the beach the waterers 
did not meet with the leafl oppofition from the natives ; who, notwithffandi^ our 
cautious behaviour, came amongft us again, without the fmallq|t appcaramj||puf diffi^nce 
or apprehenfion. 

Early in the morning of the 20th, we had the fatisfadion of getting the foremaft 
ftepped. It was an operation attended with great difficulty, aad Come danger j our 
ropes being fo exceeding rotten that the purchafe gave way feveyal times. 

Between ten and eleven o’clock, we faw a great number of people defeendfog tlie 
, hill, which is over the beach, in a kind of proceflion, ejeh man carrying a fugaf-iane 
or two on tus Ihoulders, and bread-fruit, taro, and plantains in his hand. They we^e 
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precoJed by two drummers ; who, when they came to the waWr-fide, fat down by » 
white flag, and began to beat their drums, while thofe who had followed them advanced, 
one by one ; ^d having depofited the prefents they had brought, retired in the lame 
order. Soon after, Eappo came in figlit, in his long feathered cloa^ bearing fomething 
with great folemnity in his hands } and having placed hinifelf on a rock, made figns 
foj a boat to be fenp him. 

Captain Clerke, conjecturing that he had brought the bones of Captain Cook, 
which proved to be the fact, went himftlf in the pinnace to receive them ; and ordered 
me to attend him in the cutter. When we arrived at the beach, Eappo came into the 
{nnnace, and delivered to the captain the bones wrapped up in a large quantity of fine 
new cloth, and covered with a fpotted cloak of black and white feathers. He after, 
wards attended us to the Rt-folution, but could not be prevailed upon to go on board ; 
probably not chufing, from a fenfe of decency, to be prefcnt at the opening of the 
bundle, found in it both the hands of Captain Cook entire, which were well 
known from a remarkable I'car on one of them, that divided the thumb from the fore- 
finger, the whole length of the metacarpal bone ; the Ikull, but with the fcalp feparated 
from it, and the bones that form the face wanting ; the fcalp with the hair upon it 
cut fliort, and the ears adhering to it ; the bones of both arms, with the (kin of the 
fore-arms hanging to them ; the thigh and leg-bones joined together, but without the 
feet. The ligaments of the joints were entire ; and the whole bore evident marks of 
having been in the fire, except the hands, which had the flefh left upqn them, and 
were cut in feveral places, and crammed with fait, apparently with an intention of 
preferving them. The fcalp had a cut ki the back part of it, but the Ikull was free 
from any fradture. The lower jaw and feet, which were wanting, Eappo told us, had 
been feized by different chiefs, and that Terreeoboo was ufing every means to recover 
them. 

The next morning, Eappo, and the King’s fon, came on board, and brought with 
them the remaining bones of Captain Cook ; the barrels of his gun, his flioes, and 
feme other trifles that belonged to him. Eappo took great pains to convince us, that 
Terreeoboo, Maiha-Maiha, and himfelf, were mofl. heartily defiroub of peace } that they 
had given the moll convincing proof of it in their power; and that they had been 
prevented from giving it fooner by the other chiefs, many of whom were dill our 
enemies. He lamented, with the greatefl: furrow, the death of fix chiefs we had killed, 
forae of whpm, he faid, were ajnongft our beft friends. The cutter, he told us, was 
taken away by Pareea’s people ; very probably in revenge lor the blow that had been 
given him ; and that it had been broken up the next day. The arras of the marines, 
which we bad alio demanded, he affured us had been carried oft by the common 
people, and were irrecoverable ; the bones of the chief alone having been preferved, 
as belonging to Terreeoboo and the Erees. 

Nothing now remained but to perform the lafl: offices to our groat and unfortunate 
commanderv Eappo was difmiffed with orders to taboo all the bay ; and, in the after- 
noon, the flimes havingtbeen put into a epffm, and the fervice read over them, they 
were committed to the deep with the ufual military honours. What our feelings were 
on this occafion, I leave the world to conceive ; thofe who were prefent know that it 
is not in my power to exprefs them. 

During the forenoon of the 2 ad* itot a canoe was feen paddling in the bay; the 
Eappo had laid on it th^ day before at our requeft, not bang yet taken 
off- ^jaHDjEth j^ppo came off to us. We affured him that we were now entiaely 
Dttis&HPana that as the Orono was buried, all remembrance of what had paffed was 
' . buried 
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buried with him. We afterwards defired him to take off the’^taboow- and to make Jl 
known that the people might bring their provifions as ufual. The (hips were foon 
furrouiuied with canoes, andinany of the chiefs c^me on board, expredlng great forrow 
at what had happened, and their fatisfadion at our reconciliation. Several of our 
friends, who did not vifit us, font prefents of l£U*ge hogs, and other provifions. Amongft 
the reft came the old treacherous Koah, but was refufed admittance. 

As we had now every thing ready for fea, about eight o’clock this evening we dif- 
miffed all the natives ; Eappo, and the friendly Kaireekeea, took an affedionate leave 
of us. We immediately weighed, and ftood out of the bay. The natives were col- 
lected on the fljore in great numbers } and, as we paffed along, received our laft fare- 
wells with every mark of affe£tion and good-will. 

We got clear of the land about ten on the sad, and hoifting in the boats, ftood to 
the northward. 

In the afternoon of the a4th, the weather being calm,, with light airs from the weft, 
we ftood on to the north-north-weft ; but at funfet, obferving a flioal ftretching from 
the weft point of Mowee toward the middle of the paffage, we tacked, and ftood 
toward the fouth. 

I'he foiuh-weft fide of this ifland, which we now bad palled without being able to 
get near the (hore, forms the fame diftant view with the north-eaft, as feen on our 
return from the north in November 1778, the xnountainous parts, which are connected 
by a low, flat .ifthmus, appearing at firft like two feparate iflands. 

On the 27th, we got to the windward of Woahoo, an ifland we had feen at our firft 
vifit. Between the north point and a diftaitt headland, which we faw to the fouth- 
weft, the land bends inward confiderably, and appeared likely to afford a good road. 
At a quarter paft two the fight of a fine river, running through a deep valley, induced 
us to come to an anchor in tliirteen fathoms water, with a fandy bottom. In the after-, 
noon, I attended the two captiiins on Ihore, where we found but few natives, and thofe 
moftly women ; the men, they told us, were gone to Morotoi to fight Tahyterree ; but. 
that their cliicf Perreeorance, who had ftayed behind, would certainly vifit us, as foon 
as he heard of our arrival. 

We were much Bifappointed to find the water had a brack! fh tafte, for two hun- 
dred yards up the river, owing to the marlhy ground through which it empties itfelf. 
into the fea. 


As the watering at this place would have been attended with great labour, Captain 
Gierke determined, without farther lofs of time, to proceed to Atooi. On the 28th, 
we bore away for that ifland, which we were in fight of by noon y and about fun-fer,. 
were off its eaftern extremity. 

We paffed the night in plying on and off, and at nine the next morning, came to> 
an anchor in twenty-five fathoms water. 


We had no lboner anchored in our old ftat{on,.than feveral canoes came alongfide of 
us y. but we could obferve, that they did: not welcome us |with the fama. cordiality 
in their manner, and fatisfa^on in their countenances, as wheh we were trere before.. 


Asibon as they got on, board, one of the men began to tell us that we had left 
a diibrder amongft their women, of which, feveral perfons of both fej^es had died. 

Our principal, objeft here was to water the Ihips with the utmoft expeditfen ; and I 
was fent on Ihore early in the afternoon. The gunner of the’ Refolution accompanied 
me to trade Ibr provifieftts ; and we had a guard of five marines. We found a. con- 
fidemble munber of people coUefted upon the beach, whoieceived usat firft with great . 

kindnefey 
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kindnefs; btlt as foon Ss we had got the caflcs on fhore, befall to be .exce^ingly 
troublefome. It was with great difficulty I was able to form a circle^ according to Wr 
ufual praflice, for the convenience of bur trading party ; and had no fooner done it, 
than I faw a nian laying hold of the bayonet of one of the foldiers, mufquets, and 
endeavouring with all his force to wrench it out of his< hand. On my coming up to 
them, the native let go his hold and retired ; but returned in a moment, with a fpear 
in one hand and a dagger in the other ; and his countrymen had much ado to 
reftrain him from trying his pTowefs with the foldier. This fray was occafioned by 
the latter’s having given the man a flight prick with his bayonet, in order to make 
him keep without tn^e line. 

I now perceived that our fituation required great circumfpedlion and management ; 
and,accordingly gave the ftriflefl; orders that no one fhould fire, nor have recourfe to 
any other aft of violence, without pofitive commands. As foon as I had given thefe 
direftions, I was called to the affiftance of the watering party, where I found the 
natives equally inclined to mifehief. They had demanded from our people a large 
hatchet for every calk of water ; and this not being complied with, they would not fufl'er 
the failors to roll them down to the boats. 

I had no fooner joined them, than one of the natives advanced up to me with great 
infolence, and made the fame claim. I told him that as a I'riend, 1 was very willing to 
prefent him with a hatchet, but that 1 fliould certainly carry oft' the water, without 
paying any thing for it ; and 1 immediately ordered the plnnace-mer, to proceed in 
their bufinefs, and called three marines from the traders to proteft them. 

Though this Ihew of fpirit fucceeded fo far as to make the natives defift from any 
open attempt to interrupt us, they Hill continued to behave in the moft teafing and 
provoking manner. 'Whilft fome of them, under pretence of affilling the men in 
rolling down the calks, turned them out of their courfe, and gave them a wrong 
direftion, others were ftealing the hats from off" the failors’ heads, pulling them back* 
ward by their clothes, or tripping up their heels ; the whole crowd, all this time, 
Ihouting and laughing, with a llrange mixture of chHdilhnefs and .malice. They 
afterwards found means to ftcal the cooper’s bucket, and took away his bag by force ; 
"but the objefts they were moft eager to polfels themfelves of, were the mufquets of 
the marines, who were every inftant complaining of their attempts to force them out 
of their hands. Though they continued for the moft part, to pay great deference and 
refpeft to me, yet they did not fufl'er me to efcape without contributing my lhare to their 
ftock of plunder. One of them came up to me with a familiar air, and with great 
management diverted my attention, whilft another, wrenching the hanger, which I 
held carelefsly in my hand, from me, ran off with it like lightning. 

It was in vain to think of repelling this infolence by force ; guarding therefore againft 
its effefts, in the bell manner we were able, we had nothing to do but to fubmit 
patiently to it. My apprehenfions were however a little alarmed, by the information 
I foon after received from the ferjeant of marines, who told me that, turning fuddenly 
round, he faw a man behind me, holding a dagger in the pofition of ftriking. As our 
people were feparated into three fmall parties, one at the lake, filling calks, another 
rolling them down to the Ihore, and the third at fome diftance, purchafog provifions ; 
it had once occurred to me that it might be proper to colleft them all together, and to 
execute and proteft one duty at a time. But on fecond thoughts, I judged it more 
"^dvifeable to let them contmue where they were. In cafe of a real attack, our whole 
'force, however advanfageoufly difpofed, could have made but a poor refiftance* On 
‘ the 
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the other hand, I thought It of fome confequence to fliew the nativeSiMre wefe under no 
fears ^ and what was ftiil more material, the crowd was by this means kept divided, and 
a confiderable part of them fully employed in bartering provifions. 

While we were getting the calks into the launch, the natives peroeiving the oppor- 
tunity of plundering weuld foon be over, became e^ery moment more daring and 
infolent. On this occafion, I was indebted to the ferjeant of marines for fuggeftmg to 
me the advantage that would arife from fending oil’ his party firft into the boats ; by 
which means, the mufquets of the foldicrs, whidli, as* I have already mentioned, were 
the objefts the iHanders had principally in view, would be removed out of their reach ; 
and, in cafe of an attack, the marines themfclves might be employed more effectually 
in our defence than if they were oft fliore. 

We had now got every thing into the boats, and only the gunner, a feaman of the 
boat’s crew, and myfelf, remained on Ihore. As the pinnace lay beyond the furf, 
through which we were obliged to fwim, 1 told them to make the bell of their way to 
it, and that I Ihould follow them. 

With this order I was furprized to find them both refufe to comply, and the con- 
fequence was a conteft amongfl us, who fhould be the laft on Ihorc. It I’eems that fome 
hafty words I had juft before ufed to the failor, which he thought reflefted on his 
courage, was the caufe of this odd fancy in him j and the old gunner finding a point of 
honour ftarted, thought he could not well avoid taking a part in it. In this ridiculous 
fituation we might have remained fome time, had not our difpute been foon fettled by 
the ftones that began to fly about us, and by the cries of the people from the boats to 
make hafte, as the natives were following us Into the water with clubs and fpears. I 
reached the fide of the pinnace firft, and finding the gunner was at fome diftance behind, 
and not yet entirely out of danger, I called out to the marines to fire one mufquct. 
In the hurry of executing my orders they fired two j and when I got into the boat, 
I faw the natives running away, and one man with a woman fitting by him, left behind 
on the beach. The man made feveral attempts to rife, without being able ; and it was 
with much regret, 1 perceived him to be wounded in the groin. The natives foon 
after returned and furrounded the wounded man, brandifhed their fpears and daggers 
at us with an air of threatening and defiance j but before we reached the fliips, we 
faw fome perfons, whom we I'uppofed to be the chiefs, now arrived, driving them away 
from the fliore. 

During our abfence, Captain Clerkc had been under the greateft anxiety for our 
fafety. And thefe apprehenfions were confiderably increafed, from his haviqg entirely 
miftaken the drift of the converfation he had held with fome natives who had been on 
board. The frcqiient mention of tiic name of C (tain Cook, with other ftrong and 
circumftantial defcripiions of death and deftruCl. m, made him conclude that the 
knowledge of the unfortunate events at Owhyhee had reached them, and that thljfe were 
what they alluded to ; whereas all they had in view was to make known to him the 
wars that had arifen, in confequence of the goats that Captiyn Cook had left at OnJe^ 
heow, and the daughter of the poor goats, themfclves, durftig the ftruggle for the 
property of them. Captain Clerke, applying this earneftnefs of converlation, and thefe 
terrible reprefentations, to our calamitous tranfadlions at Owhyhee, apd to an indication 
of revenge, kept his telefcope fixed upon us, and the moment he law the fmoke of the 
mufquets, ordered the boats to be manned and armed, and td put ofl£ to our afliftance. 

The next morning, March 2d, I was again ordered on Ihore with the watering 
party. The rilk we had run the preceding day, detemlined Captaui Clerke to fend a 
confiderable force from both fhips for our guard, amounting in all to forty men under 
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arms. This precaution, iiowever, was now unneceflary ; for we found the bfeacli left 
entirely to ourfelves, and the ground between the landing place and the lake tabooed 
with fmall white flags. We concluded, from this appearance, that fome of the chiefs 
had certainly vifilfcd this quarter ; and that, not being able to flay, they had kindly and 
confiderately taken this ftep for our greater fecurity and convenience. We faw feveral 
men armed with long fpcars and daggers on the other fide of the river on the right, 
but they did not offer to give us the leaft moleftation. Their women came over and 
fat down on the banks dole by us, and at noon we prevailed on fome of the men to 
bring hogs and roots for our people, and to drefs them for us. As foon as we had 
left the beach they came down to the fea-fide, and one of them threw a ftone at us; 
but his conduft, feeming to be highly difapproved 6f by all the reft, we did not think 
it proper to fliew any refentment. 

The next day we completed our watering without meeting with any material diffi. 
culty. On our return to the (hips, we found that feveral chiefs had been on board, 
and had made excufes for the behaviour of their countrymen, attributing their riotous 
condudtothe quarrels which fubfifted at that time, amongft the principal people of the 
ifland. The quarrel had rifen about the goats we had left at Oneeheow the laft year ; 
the right of property in which was claimed by Toneoneo, on the pretence of that 
ifland’s being a dependency of his. 

This, and the two following days, were employed on Ihore in completing the Dif- 
covery’s water ; and the carpenters were bufy on board in caulking the. (hips, and in 
making other preparations for our next cruife. The natives defifted from giving 
us any further difturbance, and wc procCired from them a plentiful fupply of pork and 
vegetables. 

At this time an Indian brought a piece of iron on board the Difeovery to be falhioned 
into the (liape of a pabooa. Itjyas carefully examined both by the officers and men, 
and appeared to be the bolt ortbme large (hip timbers ; but they were not able to 
difeover to what nation it belonged. 

On the yth, we were furprized with a vifit from Tonedneo. When he heard the 
dowager princefs was in the ffiip, it was with great difficulty we could prevail on him 
to come on board, not from any apprehenfions that he appeared to entertain of his 
fafety, but from an unwillingnefs to fee her. Their meeting was with fulky and lowering 
looks on both lides. He (fayed but a fliort time, and feemed much dejedted ; but we 
remarked, with fome furprife, that the women, both at his comitig and going away, 
proftrated themfelves before him ; and that he was treated by all the natives on board 
with the refpeef ufually paid to thofe of his rank. Indeed it muft appear fomewhat 
extraordinary, that a perfon who was at this time in a Hate of adual hoftility with 
Teavee’s party, and was even prepared for another battle, (hould trull hiinfelf almoll 
alone within the power of his enemies. 

On the 8th, at nine in the luorniug, we weighed and failed toward Oneeheow; and 
at three in the aftemoon,^ anchored in twenty fathoms water, nearly on the fame fpot 
as in the year 1778. 

On the 12th, the weather being moderate, the mafter was fent to the north-weft 
fide of the ifland to. look for a more convenient place for anchoring. He returned 
in the evening, having found a fine bay with good anchorage ; alfo to the eaftward 
tvere four fmall wells of good water; the road |o them level, and fit for rolling 
^calks- 

As we were now about to take our final leave of the Sandwich iflands, it will not be 
iir^roper to introduce here fome general account of them, particularly Owhyhcc. 
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This group confifts of eleven iflands. They are called by the natives ; i. Owhyhee. 
2. Mowee. 3. Ranai, or Ornai. 4. Morotinnee, or liiorokinne. 5. Kahowrowee, or 
Tahoorowa. 6 . Morotoi, ipr Morokoi. 7. Woaboo, or Oahoo. 8. Atooi, Atowi, 
or Towi, and fomotimes Kowi. g. Ncehecho*', or Onceheow. 10. ’Oreehoua, or 
Reehoua; and ii. Tahoora; and arc all inhabited, except Morotinnee and Tahoora. 
Befldes the iHandc above enunlerated, vve were told by the Indians, that there is another 
called Modoopapapa, or Komodoopapapa, which is low and fandy, and vilitefl only for 
the purpofe of catching turtle and fea-fowl. , 

* They were named by Captain Cook the Sandwich Iflands, in honour of the Earl of 
Sandwich, under whofe adminiftrarion he had enriched geography with fo many fplendid 
and important difeoveries; a tribute juftly due to that noble perfon for the liberal 
fupport thefe voyages derived from his power, in whatever could extend their utility, 
or promote their fuccefs j for the zeal with which he fcconded the views of that great 
navigator ; and, if I may be allowed to add the voice of private gratitude, for the 
generous proteftion, which, fince the death of their unfortunate commander, he has 
all'orded all the officers that ferved under him. 

Owhyhee, the eafternmoft, and by much the largeft of thefe iflands, is^f a triangular 
and nearly equilateral. Its greateft length is 2.8 f leagues; its breadth is 24 
leagues.; and it is about 255 geographical, or 293 Englifh miles in circumference. 

'I'he coafl: to the north-eaft, which forms the eaftern extremity of the ifland, is low 
and flat ; the acclivity of the inland parts is very gradual, and the whole country covered 
with cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees. This, as far as we could judge, is the finell part 
of the ifland, and we were afterward told that, the King had a place of refidence here. 
On doubling the call point of this ifland, we faw a mountain called Mouna Roa, 
which is fuppofed to beat leaft 16,020 feet high, which exceeds the height of the 
Pico de Teyde, or Peak of TcnerifFe, by 724 feet, according to Dr. Heberden’s 
computation. ^ 

I he coafl of Kaoo prefents a profpeft of the moll horrid and dreary kind : the whole 
country appearing to have undergone a total change, from the effefts of fome dreadful 
convulfion. The ground is every where covered wdth cinders, and interfered in many 
places with black ftreaks, which feem to mark the courfe of a lava that has flowed, 
not many ages back, from the mountain Roa to the Ihore. The fouthern promontory 
looks like the mere dregs of a volcano. The projefting headland is compofed of broken 
and craggy rocks, piled irregularly on one another, and terminating in fharp points. 

The neighbouring fea abounds with a variety of moll: excellent nfl., with which, as 
well as with other provifions, we were always plentifully fupplied. Oft’ this part of 
the coafl; we could find no ground at lefs than a cable’s length from the Ihore, with a 
hundred and fixty fathoms of line, excepting in a fmall bight to the eaftward of the 
fouth point. , 

Tlie quadrupeds in thefe, as in all the other iflands thv\t have been difeovered in the 
South Sea, are confined to three forts, dogs, hogs, and rats. The dogs are of the 
fame fpecies with thofc of Otaheite, having fhort crooked legl^ong backs, and pricked 
ears. I did not obferve any variety in them, 'except in their fkins ; fome having long 
and rough hair, and others being quite fmooth. I’hey are about the fize of a common 
turnfpit ; exceedingly lluggilh in their nature ; though perhaps this may be more 
owing to the manner in which they are treated, than to any natural difpofition in them. 
They are in general fe^ and left 1 % herd with the hbgs ; and D do not recoiled one 
inftance in which a dog was made a companion in the m^ner we do in Europe. In- 
deed, the cuftom of eating them is an infuparable bar to their adroiffioil into fociety ; 
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and as tJieite sui'i^ natter bMftj? of prey in the ifland, .nor objefte pf chacfe, it . is- pro- 
bable that the focial/quiditics of the dog, its fidelity, attaphment, and.fagacity^ will 
remain unknown to the natives. . . ■ , . , 

The number of dogs in thefe illands (did not appear to be nearly equal in ^oportion 
to thofe in Qtahcite. But, on the other hand, they abound much more in hogs ; 
and the breed is of a larger and weightier kind. Thd’ fupply of provifions of this 
kind, whteh we got from them, was really altonifliing. We were near four months 
either cruifing off the coaff, or in harbour at Owhyhee. During all this time, a lar^e 
allowance of frefh pork was conftantly ferved to both crews ; fo that our confumption 
was computed at about fixty puncheons of five hundred weight each. Befides this, 
and the incredible wafte, which, in the midff of luch plenty, was not to be guarded 
againft, fixty puncheons more were failed for fi-adlore. The greatefl: part of this 
fupply was drawn from the ifland of Owhyhee alone, and yet we could not perceive 
that it was at all drained, or even that the abundance had any way decrcafed. 

The birds of ihefe iflands are as beautiful as any we have feen during the voyage, 
^ind are numerous, though not various. There are four which foem to belong to the 
trochili, or hqypey-fuckers of Linnaeus ; one of which is fomething larger than a bull- 
finch ; its colour is a fine gloffy black, the rump-vent and thighs a deep yellow. It is 
called by the natives Hoohoo. Another is of an exceeding bright fcarlet colour ; the 
wings black, and edged with white ; and the tail black ; its native name is Ecceve. 
A third, which feems to be cither a young bird, or a variety of the foregoing, is varie- 
gated with red, brown, and yellow. I’hc fourth is entirely green, widi a tinge of 
yellow, and is called Akaiarooa. There is a fpecies of thruffi, with a grey breall ; and 
a fmall bird of the fly-catcher kind ; a rail, with very fliort wings ami no tail, which, 
on that account, we named Rallus ecaudatus. Ravens are found here, but they are 
very fcarcc ; their colour is dark brown, inclining to black ; and their note is dill'erent 
•from the European. Here areagwo fmall birds both of one genus, that are very com- 
mon ; one is red, and generall^een about the cocoa-nut trees, particularly when they 
are in flower, from whence it feems to derive great part of its fubfiftcnce ; the other 
is green ; the tongues of both are long and ciliated, or fringed at the tip. A bird with 
a yellow head, which, from the Itructurc of its beak, we called a parroquet, is likc- 
vvife very common. It, however, by no means belongs to that tribe,' but greatly rc- 
lembles the Lexia flavicaris, or yellowilh crol'sbill of Einnicus. 

Here are alfo owls, plovers of two forts, one very like the whiflling plover of Eu- 
rope ; a large white pigeon ; a bird with a long tail, wIiofe>colour is black, the vent 
and feathers under the wing (which is much longer than is ufually feen in the gene- 
rality of birds, except the birds of paradile) are yellow ; and the common water or 
darker hen. 

The inhabitants of the Sandwich iflands are undoubtedly of the fame race with 
thofe of New Zealand, the Society and Friendly iflands, Eafter Ifland, and the Mar- 
quefas. This faft, which, extraordinary as it is, might be thought fufficiently proved 
by. the ftriking fimilarity/of their manners and ciiftoms, and the general rcfcmblancc 
of their perfons is eftafililhed beyond all controverfy by the abfolute identity of their 
, language. 

From what coktinent they originally emigrated, and by what fteps they have fpread 
.tbrpugh fo faff a fpace, thofe who are curious ih difquifidons of this nature, may per- 
ItapA not find it veryxlilB'cult to conjefturq. It h|^' been already obferved, that they 
.be^pilrpng marks of affinity ^to fome of the Indian tribes that inliabit the Ladrowes and 
' Caroline j and the fame affinity may again be traced amongft the Battas and the 
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Malays. When thefe events happened, it is not foeafy to'aTcertahl j* it. ww pfobably 
not very litely, as they are extremely populous, and have rio tradition of their own 
origin, but Avhat is perfcftly fabulous ; whilft, onthe other hand, the unadulterated 
ftate of their general language, and the finipliclty which ftill prevails in* their cuftoros 
and manners, feems to indicate that it could not have been at any very diftant 
period. 

The natives of thefe iflands are in general above the middle fixe, and well made ; 
they walk very gracefully, run nimbly, and are capable of bearing great fatigue ; 
though, upon the whole, the men are fomewhat inferior, in point of Itrcngth and 
activity, to the Friendly iflanders, and the women lefs delicately limbed than thofe of 
Otaheite. Their complexion is rather darker than that of the Otaheiteans, and they 
are not altogether fo handfomc a people. However, many of both fexes had fine 
open countenances ; and the women in particular had good eyes and teeth, and a 
fwcetnefs and fenfibility of look, which rendered them very engaging. Their hair is 
a brovvnifli black, and neither uniformly ftraight, like that of the Indians of America, 
nor uniformly curling, as amonglt the African negroes, but varying in this refpeft, 
like the hair of Europeans. One ftriking peculiarity, in the features of every part of 
this great nation, I do not remember to have feen any where mentioned ; which is 
that, even in the handfomelt faces, there is always a fulnefs of the nolfril, without any 
flatnefs or fpreading of the nnfe, that diftinguiOies them from Europeans. It is not 
improbable that this may be the elied of their ufual mode of falutation, which is 
performed by' prefling the ends of their nofes together. 

I’he lame fuperiority that is obfcrjvable in tljc perfons of the Erecs, through all the 
other iflands, is found alfo here. Thofe whom we faw were, without exception, per- 
fedly wclHormed j whereas the lower fort, befides their general inferiority, are fub- 
jed to all the variety of make and figure that is feen in the populace of other countries. 
Inflances of deformity are more frequent here than iq||iny of the other iflands. Whilft* 
we were cruifing off Owhyhoe, two dwarfs came on boanl, one an old man, four feet 
two inches high, hut exactly proportioned, and the other a woman, nearly of the 
fame height. Wc afterwards law three natives, who were hump-backed, and a young 
man, born without hands or feet. Squinting is alfo very common amongft them ; and 
a man who they faid had been born blind, was brought to us to be cured. Befides 
thefe particular imperfedions, tliey are in general very fubjed to boils and ulccrsC, 
which we attributed to the great quantity of fait they cat with their flefh and fifli. The 
Erecs arc very free from diefe complaints ; but many of them fuffer ftill more dreadful 
etfeds from the immoderate ufe of the ava. Thofe who were the moft aflfeded by it, 
had their bodies covered with a white feurf, their eyes red and inflamed, their limbs 
emaciated, the whole frame trembling and paralytic, accompanied with a difability to 
raife the head. Though this drug docs ilot appear univerfally to fhorten life, as was 
evident from the cafes of ft'erreeoboo, Kaoo, and fomc c'ther chiefs, who were very 
old men, yet it invariably brings on an early and decrepid old age. It is fortunate th»t 
the ufe of it is made one of the peculiar privileges of the iJl^'fs. The young fon of 
'I'errcooboo, who was about twelve years oltl, ufed to boaft of his being admitted to 
drink ava, and fliewcd us, w ith great triumph, a fiiiall fpot in his fide that was growing 
fcal)\ • ’ , 

There is fomething very fingular ih the hiftory of this, pernicious drug. When 
Cap'ain Cook' firit visited the Sn'eiety Iflands, it w'as very litiie*‘known among them* 
On his fecond voyage, he found the ufe of it very prevalent at Ulietea; but it had 
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ftaC vqry littl^ Otaheite. When we were laft thqre, the 

hivock it ha4 Jriaw holief, infonjuch that the captain of his 

old acquaintances.'* At me *riepdly Iflatids, it is alfo coaftamly flsiKk tp'e chiefs, 
but fo much .diluted tj^ta water^ that if does not appear to produde any bad ^Sts, At 
Atooi alfo it is ufed with threat moderation, and the chiefs are in confequeace a much 
finer ,fet of men there than in any of the neighbouring iflands. Our good friends, 
ii^aim^eea and old Kaoo, were perfuaded by us to refrain from it } and they recovered 
amaaingly during the fliort time^wc afterward remained in the illand. 

Notwithftanding the irreparable lofe we fuffered from the fudden refentment and 
violence, of thefe people, yet, in juflice to their genei'al condud, it niufl: be ayknQijy- 
le%ed that they are of the moft mild and aftedionate difpofition ; equally rdnore froiii 
the extreme levity and ficklenefs of the Otaheiteans, and the dittant gravity and re- 
ferve pf the inhabitants of the Friendly Iflands. They appear to live in the utmoft 
lurmony and fricndfliip with one another. The women wlio had children, were re- 
m)arkable for their tender and conftant attention to them ; lad the men would often 
iond their afliftance in thofe domeftic offices, with a willinguefs that does credit to their 
ibclings. 

It 'mull however be obferved, that they fall very fliort of the other iflanders, in 
that bell tell of civilization, the refped paid to the women. Hero they arc not only 
deprived of the privilege of eating with the men, but tlie bed forts of food are tabooed, 
or. forbidden them. They arc not alknved to eat pork, turtle, feveral kinds of filh, 
and, fotpe fpecies of the plantains ; and wc w'o; e told that a poor girl got a terrible 
beating for liaving eaten, on board our fliip, one uf thefe intcrdi.ded articles. In their 
domeuic life, they appear to live alqiofl; by tiiemfelves, and though we did notobferve 
any inllances of pcrfonal ill-treatment, yet it was evident they had little regard or 
attention paid them. 

'■ The great hofpiiality and kindpofs with which wc W’cre received by them, have 
been already frequently remarked. I ho old people never failed of receiving us with 
tears of joy ; feemed highly gratified with being allowed to, touch us, and were con-, 
ftantly making comparilons between themfclver. and us, w'iih the llrongcfl; marks of 
humility. The young w'omcn were not Icfs kind and engaging j and till they found, 
notwithftanding our utmoft endeavours to prevent it, that they had reafon to repent of 
Oiir acquaintance, attached ihemfclves to us without the leaft referve. 

In juftice however to the fex, it mu ft be obferved that thefe ladies W’ere probably 
all of the lower clafs of the people ; for I am ftrongly indined to believe, that ex- 
cepting the few whofe names are mentioned in the courfe of our narrative, we did not 
icei any women of rank during our flay amongft them. 

Their natural capacity feems in no refpeft below the common ftandard of mankind. 
Tho eager curiofity with which they attended the armourer’s forge,, and the many 
ekpeiiients they had invented, even before we left the iflands, for working the iron 
they had procured from us, into fuch forms as were belt adapted to their purpofes, 
weiip ftrong proofs of dp^lity and ingenuity. 

We met with two inftances of perlons Uifordered in their minds ; the one a man at 
<i!^hyhee, Hie other a woman at Oneeheow. It appeared, from the particular at- 
Mid.rqfped paM to them, that the opinion of their being infpire4 'by. the divinity^ 
<|blains atliQpg mcft.pf the nations of the Eaft, is alfo deceived here. . v '• **’ 
'* of" tWe iflands differ from tbofe ot the Friendly fttffering, 

ihe^weardp to grow. There were indeed a few*. Whpgft whoqi 
8 was 
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liras the old l^ing, that cut it off entirely, and others thatTw^ it 
Up. The fame variety, in the manner of wearing the hair, is tdfo obi^hithle here, as 
among the other iflanders of the South Sea ; befides which, they have , A ® 

far as weltnotv, peculiar to themfelves. They cut it clofe on each fide of the head 
down tto the ears. 

Both fexes wear necklaces made of firings of fmall variegated fiiells ; and aft Olfta- 
ment, in the form of the handle of a cup, about two inches Jong, and half an iftefi 
broad, made of wood, fione, or ivory finely polilhed, which is hung about the neck 
by fine threads of twifted hair, doubled fometimes an hundred fold. Infiead of this 
ornament, fome of them wear on their breaft a fmall human figure, made of bone, 
fufpended in the fame mahner. 

The cufiom of tattowing the body, they have in common with the reft of the natives 
of the South Sea iflands ; but it is only at New Zealand, and the Sandwich iflands, 
that they tattow the face. They have a Angular cufiom amongft them, the meaning of 
which we could never learn — that of tattowing the tip of the tongues of the females. 

The drefsof the men generally confifts only of a piece of thick cloth called the maro, 
about ten or twelve inches broad, which they pafs between the legs, and tie round the 
waifi. This is the common drefs of all ranks of people. Their mats, fome of which 
are bcafltifully manufaftured, are of various fizes, but inoftly about five feet long and 
four broad. Thefc they throw over their Ihoulders, and bring forward before ; but 
they are feldom iifed, except in time of war, for which purpofe they feem better 
adapted than for ordinary uie, being of a thick and cumbcrlbmc texture, and capable 
of breaking the blow of a fione, or any blunt weapon. Their feet are generally bare, 
except when they have occafion to travel over the burnt ftones, when they fccure them 
with a fort of fandal, made of cords, twifted from the fibres of the cocoa-nut. Such is 
the ordinary drefs of thefe iflanders ; but they have another, appropriated to their 
chiefs, and ufod on ceremonious occafions, confifting of a feathered cloak and helmet, 
which, in point of beauty and magnificence, is perhaps nearly equal to that of any nation' 
in the world, 'i’hefc cloaks are made of diflerent lengths in proportion to the rank 
of the wearer, fome of them reaching no lower than the midelle, others trailing on the 
ground. The inferior chiefs have alio a fiiort cloak, refenibling tlic former, made of 
the long-tail feathers of the cock, the tropic and mau-of-war birds, with a broad border 
of the fmall red and yellow feathers, and a collar oF the fame. 

Thefe feathered drelfes feemed to be exceedingly fcarce, being appropriated to perfons 
of the higheft rank, and worn by the men only. 

The exafl; rcfemblancc between this habit, and the cloak and helmet formerly worn 
by the Spaniards, was too ftriking not to excite our curiofity to inquire, whether there 
were any probable grounds for fuppofing it to have been borrowed from them. After 
exerting every means in our power of obtaining information on this fubjed, we’fountj 
that they had no immediate knowledge of any other nation whatever, nor any traditioft 
remaining among them of thefe iflands having been ever vifi^d before by fuch flhijpi' 
as ours. ^ ^ 

The common drefs of the women bears a clofe rofcmblance to that of the ift^ 
They wrap round the waifi a piece of cloth that reaches half way d9wn the 'thigh^ 
and fometimes in the cool of the evening they appeared with Jopfe pieces of fifte, 
cloth thrown over their fhoulders^ like the women (\f Otaheite ^he pau & anotheif 
drefs very frequently w om by the younger part of the fcx. It I^made of the, thinneft 
and fineft fort of cloth, wrapt feveral times round the waili, and defpenditig to the leg^ 
fo as to have the appearance of a full fiiort petticoat. 

Their 



CAPTAIN cook’s LAST VOYAGE. 


734 

Tliclr necklaces are made of fliells, or of a hard, fhlnlng, red berry. Befides which, 
they wear wreaths of dried flowers of the Indian mallow; and another beautiful 
ornament, called eraie, which is generally put about the neck, but is fometiinos tic^d 
like a garland round the hair, and foihctimcs worn in both thefe w^s at jartce It is a 
ruff, of the thicknefs of a finger, made in a curious manner or excitingly final! 
feathers, woven fo clofc together, as to form a furfacc as Imooth as that dP the richell 
velvet. I’he ground was generally of a red colour, with alternate circles of green, 
yellow', and black. 

At Atooi fonic of the women wore little figures ol the turtle, neatly formed ol wood 
or ivory, tied on their fingers in the manner we wear rings. Why this animal is 
particularly diflinguiflied, I leave to the conjectures of the curious. 

There remains to be mentioned another ornament (if fuch it may be called''. It i> 
a kind of nralk, made of a large gourd, with holes cut in it for the eyes and note. Tli^ 
top was (hick full of finall green twigs, which, at a diftance, had the app^raiic!: oi an 
elegant waving plume; and from the lower part hung narrow ftripes of cloth, re- 
fcmbling a beard. We never faw thefe mafles W'om but twice, and both times by a 
number of people together in a canoe, who came to the fide of the fliip, laughing and 
drolling, with an air of inafquerading. 

The fuc'J of the lower ch fs of people conlifls pniicipally of fifli and vegetahh ' ; fuc!' 
as yams, fwcet potatoe s, r.irrow, plantains, fugar-caries, and bread-fruit. To '.lule tli 
people of a higher rank add the flefli of hogs and dogs, drelfed in the fame manni r 
at the Society lilands. They ;dlb eat fowls of the fame dumefiic kind with ours ; Ir .: 
they are neither plentiful nor much .‘efleemed by them. I’heir fifh they la':, and 
pn.'i'erve in gourd-lltells ; not as we at firll imagined for the purpofe of providing ayaiult 
any temporary I'careity, but from the preference they give to fidted meats, for iv.- 
all’o found that the erees u eJ to pickle pieces of pork in the fame manner, and eflceiite.; 
it a great delicac)'. 

They are exceedingly cleanly at their meals; and their mode of dretTuig both 
their animal and vegetalile food, was univerfally allowd to b'- greatly fuperier to 
ours. 'J he chiefs conflantly l'*egin their meal with a dofe of the extracl of pepper- 
root, browed alter the ul'ual manner. The women cat apart from the men, ami an 
tabooeti, (u* lorbid len, as has been already mentioned, the ufe of pork, turilc, and 
pariictdar kitids of pbuifains. 

'I'he way of J])ending their time appears to be very firnple, and to admit ci tin!, 
variety. They rife with the fun, and, after enjoying the cool of the evening, retire te* 
reft a few hours after funiet. 'I'he rn.-.klng of canoes and mats forms the occupation oi 
the Erees ; the women are empioyeti in manufacturing cloth, and the Towlows are 
principally engaged in the platitaiions and filhing. 

I’heir mufic is oi a rude k'ud, having neither flutes nor reeds, nor inftruments of any 
other fort that we faw, e\(.. pt drtiins of various fizes. But their fongs, which they 
fung in ptirts, and ttccoinpany with a gentle motion of the anus, in the fame manner as 
the ITiendly iflan(i(.rs,r!yjii a very pleafing effect. 

It is very rcinarkaiile that the peopfo of thefe iflands are great gamblers, 'rhey 
have a game very nut:h like our draughts; but, if one may judge from the ntimber ot 
fqu'ares, it is muclTmorc intricate, i’he boartj is about two' feat long, and is divided 
into two hundred i nd thirty-eiglit^ fquares ; of w'iiich there are fourteen 'in , a rotv, and 
they make ufe of hfaj^ and w'nite pebbles, which they move fitom fquafe to fquare. 

i’here is another game, w/'iich confifts in Eliding aftone under a piece of cloth, which 
one of the partyj^ fpreads out and rumples in fuch a manner that the place w here the 

ftone 
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Hone difficult to be diftinguifhed. 1 he antagonift with a ftick, then ftrlkes the 
part of the cwh where he imagines the ftone to be, and as the chances ace upon tlie 
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with what had happened, fwimming about at its cafe, and playing a hundred tricks, till 
the canoe was put to rights again. 

Befides the amufements I have already mentioned, the young children have one which 
was much played at, and Ihewed no flhall degree of dexterity. They take a fliort Itick 
.with a peg fharpened at both ends, running through one extremity of it, and extending 
about an inch on each fide ; and throwing up a baj,l made of green leaves moulded to- 
gether, and fecured with twine, they catch it on the point of the peg ; and immediat^, 
throwing it up again from the peg, they turn the (tick round, and thus Kfeep catching 
it on each peg alternately, without milling it, for a confiderable time. They are not lefs 
expert at another game of the fame nature, toffing up in the air, and catching in their 
turns, a number of thefe balls ; fo that we frequently faw little children thus keep in 
motion five at a time. With this latter play the young people likewife divert themfelves 
at the Friendly iflands. 

Their cloth is made of the fame materials, and in the fame manner as at the Friendly 
and Society iflands. That which is defigned to be painted, is of a thick and ftrong 
texture, feveral folds being beat and incorporated together; afterwhich it is cut in breadths 
about two or three feet wide, and is painted with great tafte and regularity of defign. 

The bufinefs of painting belongs entirely to the women, and is called kipparee ; and 
it is remarkable that they always give the fame name to our writing. The- young 
women would often take the pen out of our hands, and Ihew us that they knew the ule 
of it as well as we did, at, the fame time telling us that our pens were not fo good as 
theirs. They looked u} 4R a Ihect of written paper, as a piece of cloth ftriped after the 
faihion of our country, and it was not jvithout the utmoft difficulty that we could make 
them underftand that our figures had a meaning in th'era which theirs had not. 

Their mats are made of the leaves of the pandtinus ; and, as well as their cloths, arc 
beautifully worked in a variety of patterns, and ftained of different colours. Some have 
a ground of pale green, fpotted with fquarcs, of romboids of red ; others are of a llraw 
colour, fpotted with green, and others are worked with beautiful ftripcs, either iti Itraight 
or waving lines of red and brown. In this article of manufacture, whether we regard 
the ftrength, finenefs, or beauty, they certainly excel the whole world. 

Their fiftiing-hooks arc made of mother-of-pearl, bone, or wood, pointed and barbed 
with fraall bones, or tortoife-fhell. They are of various fizes and form.s ; but the moll 
common are about three inches long. Confidcring the materials of which thefe hooks 
are made, their ftrength and neatnels are really aftonifhing ; and in fad we found them, 
upon trial, much fuperior to our own. •• 

The 'line which they ufe for fifhing, for making nets, and for other domeftic pur- 
pofes, is of different degrees of finenefs, and is made of the bark of the touta, or cloth- 
tree, neatly and evenl]|;|wifted in the fame manner as our common twine. They have a 
finer fort, made of the^ark of a fmall fhrub called areemah ; and the fined is made of 
human hair. 

The gourds, which grow to fo enormous a fize, that fome of them are capable of con- 
taining from ten to twehv gallons, are applied to all manner of domeftic piirpofcs ; and in 
order to fit them the better to their relj^cdivc ufes, they have the ingenuity to give them 
different forms^ bw tying bandages round them during their growth. Thus, fome of 
them are of a lo^g cylindrical form, as beft adapted to contain their fifhing tackle ; 
others arc of a diio fornr., and thefe ferve to hold their fait, and falted provifions, their 
pudd^s,' vegetablahfCScc. which two forts have neat" clofe coveys, made likewife of the 
gou»A.ot | | ||a gain are exa/Tly the lhape of a bottle with a long neck, and in thefe they 
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ke^p ttidi* water. They have likewife a method of Wi^^ ft Haftfed inftru- 

ment, fo as to give them the appearance of being painted^ ift a vari^^ pf neat and 
elegant defjgns* m ^ , 

The people of thefe iflands are raanifeftiy diUded into three claflest are 

the Erces, or'chiefs* of each diftridj one of whom is fuperior to the reli^^and'^s 
called at Owhyfaee £ree>taboo^ an<L£ree Moee. By the firft of thefe woyds 'thw 
exprefs his { fefo lutc authority ; and by the latter, all are obliged to proftrate themfejvfi 
(or put theratelves to fleep, as the word fignifies).in prei'dnee. The fecond claTs 
are rhofe who appear to enjoy a right of property, without authority. TMfe third are 
the towtows, or fervants, who have neither, rank nor property. 

The great power and high rank of Terreeoboo, the Eree-taboo of Owhyhee, was 
very evident from the manner in which he was received at Karakakooa, on his firil 
arrival. All the natives were feen proftrated at the entrance of their houfes ; and the 
canoes for two days before were tabooed, or forbidden to go out, till he took off the 
reftraint. 


I’he chiefs exercife their power over one another in the raofti»aughty smd qppr^^ye 
manner. Of this I (hall give two inftance* A chief of the lower order hacl b^iif!^ 
with great civility to one of our officers j and in return I carried him on bpaf^y ipll: 
introduced him to Captain Cook, who invited him to dine with us. While weiw||?e 
at table, Pareea, who was chief of a fuperior order, entered, whofe face but too plam|y 
manifefted his indignation at feeing our gueft in fo honourable a iituation. He im- 
mediately feized him by the hair of the head, and was procdlling to drag him out of 
the cabin, when the captain interfered ; and after a deal of altercation, all the indql- 
gence we could obtain, without coming to a quarrel with Pareea, was that our gueft 
Ihould be fuffered to remain, being feated upon the floor, whilft Pareea filled his place 
at the table. At another time, when Terreeoboo firll came on board the Refolution, 
Maiha-Maiha, who attended him^ finding Pareea on deck, turned him out of the Ihip 
in the raoft ignominious manner. 

The religion of thpfe people refcmbles, in moft of its principal features, that of the 
Society and Friendly Iflands. Their morals, their whattas, their idols, their facrifices, 
and their facred fongs, all of which they have in common with each other, are con- 
vincing proofs that their religious notions are derived from the fame fource. 

It has been mentioned, that the title of Orono, with all its honours, was given to 
Captain Cook; and it is alfo certain that they regarded us, generally, *3? a race 
people fuperior to themfelves ; and ufed often to fay, that the great L.atooa dwelled 
our country. The little image we have before mentioned, they faid, was Terr?eoboo’s 
god ; and that he alfo refided ampngft us. They called him KoonooraeKaiec. 

In a bay to the fouthward of Karakakooa, a party of our gentlemen were condu^hf^ 
to a large houfe, in which they found the black figure of a man, reftingon his^ngi^ 
and toes, with his head inclined backward ; the limbs well formed and cxaftly propor- 
tioned, and the whole beautifully polilhed. This figure the natives called Maee |\ftnd 
round it were placed thirteen others of rude and difiorted Iha^a, which they fmd|f|!tjRp 
the Eatoos of fevpral deceafed chiefs, whofe names they recounted. The place ywis 
full of whattas, ©h wi^h lay the remains of their offerings. 'Jme^jjikewife given 
place in thdr houfesAtp: many ludicrous and feme obfeene idoIsj\ikAthei^pus,Qf 
the ancient8.^,rf>.' ■ . V • j ^ , 

Human facrifiew arq more frec^uent here, according to the SL^Ioulftt ,of the natives 
themfelves, in any other iflands ..we vifited. ; ^hefe h#^ V* not 
only had r^cq|3irfe to upon the commencement of vvar, and precTOing gr^t battles, 
vojL. XI. SB and 
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T his namtive, pr^fented by M.Eei*can to tbe imperial Injltiitpte 
1806, received hiighly flattering app^kat^, and;%ip)t the 
was ordered to be prinfed at the expeiu*'pf gov»ameot )l|l^iHis ^ 

and King. •■ ■»'■.'' •■ -■v-., '■■. 


BOOK V 

FROM FRANCE TO THE ISLE OF FRANCE, INCtUSiyJttV. 


CHAP. I. — T/jc 'general Plan and ObjeS of the andJlk Jndiinduah^'^^!^^ 

the Expedition 'wae cmpmii ' ' 

[From a ad March to i9th,0^:ph^ 

F rom the ;era that difeoveries in the fciences have with jtrfEte beta phte6i taMg^ 
the principal evidences of the glory and profperity of nations, a liberal tabcuiwca 
among them has become eftabliihta, abd a new career has been opened to ^ Hval^ 
of governments ; a rivalry.the more hoiidUrableB^ ?#' xs^^ij Ml M Mm 
of this nature, England in particular has of taiMdm 

glorious liruggle, France alofte has bem able cdat^'^HI)kk 11^ 
triumph ''aind fuperiority. 

Nevertheiefs, it mult be allowed^ that the leatae^ 
immenfeiald prefented byafito portion of 
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At this epoch war feemed to have redoubled its rage ; the political exiftence of 
I'rancc was menaced ; its territory invaded : but already Buonaparte was Firft Conful ; 
he liltened with intereft to the propofition of the Inftitute, which had now for feVeral 
years prided' itfelf in reckoning hiin'alnong its members ; and at the very iullant the 
array of referve was about to pafs the Alps, he ill'ued hj§ orders to haften the execu- 
tion of this grand enterprife. ' , 

la a ftiort time twenty, three individuals, appointed by himfelf at the recommendation 
of thc InlUtute, were deftined p) fcientific enquiries: never before had there been fuch 
an extenfive equipment of this component part of voyages of difeovery ; never had the 
means fo^ a fuccefsful iffue been prepared before upon lb grand a fcaie. Aftronomers, 
geographers, mineralogies, botauifts, zoologilts, artilts for dellgning ; of each of thefe 
the aflbeiates were two, three, or even i’lvc. 

This part of the labours of the expedition was the more intcrclling from the nature 
of the regions about to be vifited. la latitudes correfponding with thofe of our climates 
on a vaft continent, on the numerous iflands attached to it, it could but happen that 
many ufeful vegetables, many curious animals would be found, which, tranfported to 
i’.uropean fliores, might readily be naturalized, and furnifli new' rcfources to our wants, 
additional affiftance to the arts, and to our enjoyments aliment unknown before. 

The advanfageous refults to be expe£ted from the component parts of the expedition, 
and the objeft it had in view, appeared to be fecurod by the plan of operations ; w'hat- 
ever could be gained from the experience of preceding navigators with rcfpect to the 
regions we Ihould have to traverfe, and all that theory and reafonin^ could deduce 
from or add to this experience, were. collected for the bafe of this important work : 
irregular winds, monfoons, currents, each was computed with fuch exact precifion, 
that the reverfes we afterwards experienced were wholly to be attributed to the ob- 
ftinacy of our chief, and his fw'erving from our valuable inllructions. 

« According to the plan digelted, wc were to touch at the Ifle of I'Vancc, take up 
there a third vcffel of inferior fize, bear away afterwards towards tile fouthern 
extremity of Van Diemen’s Land, double the South ^^.apc, examine at all points 
the channel D’Entrecafteaux, afeend as high as polhble up all the rivers of this 
part of Van Diemen’s I.and, reconnoitre the whole eaftern coafl ol that large 
ifland, penetrate into Bafs’s Straits by Banks’s Straits, and determine with (he uimoli; 
nicety the points of entrance and departure of the former of thefe ftrajj^, fix 
the precife pofition and extent of Hunter’s Iflands, fteer afterwards to the fouln-wefl; 
coall of New Holland and coalf along it to the point wliefe D’Entrecafteaux finifhed, 
pafs at* the back of the iflands St. Peter and St. Francis, and vifit that portion of the 
continent covered by thefe iflands where a ftrait was fuppofed to exift communicating 
with the bottom of the great gulf of Carpentaria, and which confequcnily would have 
divided New Holland into two great iflands of nearly equal dimenfions. 'J’his firft 
part of our w’ork completed, w'c were afterwards to fteer for Cape Leuwin, and the 
unknown coaft north of this point ; and to determine next the chief pofitions of 
Leuwin’s Land, of Edel’s and Eadracht’s Land, which were but vaguely laid down by 
the more ancient pavigators, and the geography of which muft neceflfarily participate 
of the imperfedion of the methods and inftruments in their time : we were further 
to afeend the river of Swans as high as poflible j make an exad draught of the ifland 
Rottneft and the neighbouring coaft ; vifit the tremendous Abrolhos, ifo fatal to Pelfar ; 
complete the draught of Shark’s'Bay ; afeertain different pofitipns on De "Witt’s Land, 
and alfung the north-weft cogft, cfpecially the entrance of King William’s River, Rofe- 
maryi lands, &c. terminating at length this long and firft campaign at the north-weft 
^ 9 cape 
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cape of New Holland. “ From this laft point making fail for the Moluccas, we were to 
winter at Timor or Atiiboyna. 

From one or'^the other of thefe iflands, palling north of Cerapi, we were ordered to 
make the fo'uth-weft coafl: of New Guinea, and I'econnoitre it to the point where Cook 
Hopped, behind which a ftrait was fuppofcd to exift, dividing New Guinea into feveral 
illands ; defceiiding again towards Pmdeavour’s Straits,' we were to make land at the 
eaftern point of tlie great gulf of Carpentaria, enter the gulf, and determine the chief 
fpots in it, afeertain the pofiiion of feveral illands marked on old charts, and vifit the 
mouths of that heap of pretended rivers, noticed in the ancient plan of the gulf, into 
which no one, for fo great a length of time, had penetrated ; coafting then the land of 
Amheim, and Diemen’s Northern Land, we were to conclude our fecond voyage at 
the fame north-well cape at which the firll terminated ; traverfmg then the Indian 
ocean, and afeertaining the yet very uncertain longitude of Trial iflands, we had orders 
to proceed a fecond tlmc to the Ifle of France ; thence, in our paflage home to Europe, 
which was calculated to take place in the fpring of 1803, our tedious labours were to 
terminate in a ufeful manner with the afeertainment of a portion of the eaftern coaft of 
Africa, refpeding the pofitionof which, among geographers, fpmc doubt yet remained. 

Such was the general plan traced by the government for our chief ; a plan thef^ecii- 
tion of which ad liieram would have rendered shis voyage one of the moft rapid and 
fruitful that has ever' been made. I lhall detail in fucceflion, and in the order of the 
epochs at which they took place, the modifications it experienced ; a judgment, how- 
ever, may ev&n now be formed, from the fuccincl expofure I have made, of the im- 
portance of this expedition to navigation and gpography : more than five thoufand fea- 
Icagucs of coaft, either wholly unknown or very badly laid down, were to be explored 
minutely ; never, if Vancouver be excepted, had any navigator a more difficult 
million. In fact, it is not in voyages on the high feas, however long they be, that 
adverfe circumftances or lliipwreck are fo much to be dreaded ; thofe, on the contr^,' 
along unknown Ihores, and barbarous coalls, at every inftant prefent new difficulties to 
encounter, with perpetual danger. I’hefe difficulties and thefe dangers, the woeful 
appendage of all expeditions begun for the purpofe of geographic detail, were of more 
imminent character from the nature of the coafts we had to explore : for, no country 
has hitherto been difeovered more difficult to reconnoitre than New Holland, and all 
the voyages of any extent made for the purpofe in this part have been marked either by 
reverfes, or infrudiuous attempts : for example, Pclfuronthe well ern coaft was one 
of the firft viclims of thefe fhores ; Vlaming fpeaks of wrecks by which Rottneft illand 
was covered when he landed there in 1 697 ; and we ourfelves obferved others of much 
more recent date ; Captain Dampier, notwithflanding his intrepidity and experience, 
could not prefervehis veflel from grounding when olT the north-weft coaft of this, conti- 
nent, a coaft already famous for the fliipwreck of Vianen ; on the eaft Bougainville, igite' 
naced with deftruft ion, was conftrained to precipitate flight j Cook cfcaped by a; kind 
of miracle, the rock which pierced his lliip remaining in the breach it made, and atope 
preventing it from finking j on the fouth-weft Vancouver and, D’Entrecafteaiujc iWtere 
not more fortunate in their feveral plans of completing its geography, and the French 
admiral nearly loft both his lliips. Towards the fouth, but a few Years have elapfed 
fince the difeovery of Bafs’s Straits, and already the major pai;t jbjF , the ifladds of this 
Strait are ftrewed with the wrecks of Ihips : very recently, snd' aimjbft ;Before our face 
I may fay, the French fliip Entefprife wasdafhed to pieces agaipft thi^' dangerous iflands 
which dofe its eaftern opening. The relation of our voyage, and dangers we in- 
curred) will ftill farther demonftrate the perils of this navigadpti j ’ and the lofs pf tbe 

‘ two 
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two veflels of Captain Flinders, fent by the Englifli government to compete twth us, 
will but too clearly fumifli a new and lamentable evidence. Sdtt, fpite pf fo maiiy un- 
favourable circumftances, the geographical part of our labours are not the lefs interefting j 
and it will no 'doubt be eafy for me to prove, by the narrative of our operations of this 
defcription, how much they do honour to the French navy. 

Two veflels were made readyfor this expedition in the port of Havre : LeGeographe, 
a handfome corvette mounting 30 guns, drawing from fifteen to fixteen feet water, imd 
an excellent failer, but too ftiarp-built perhaps to admit of its grounding once or often 
times without danger } LeNaturaliftc, a large, ftrong, and broad built vcflsl of nearly 
fimilar draught of water to that of Le Geographe, a flower failer, but of very folid 
flrufture, and on this fcore far preferable to the corvette. 

Nothing was neglefted in the excellence and abundance of our flock of provifions ; 
the magazines at Havre were placed at the difpofal of our commander ; confidcrable 
furos were granted him for the purchafe of choice wines, liquors, firups, fweetmeats 
of various kinds, Italian cakes, loup-cakes, acid of lemon in cry ftals, robe of beer, &c. 
Filtering machines invented by Schmidt, ftoves with vcntilaters, hand-mills, and dif- 
ferent apparatus for diflifling, were put on board each vefl'el ; while inflructions of great 
value were ifl’ued by Mr. Kcraudrin, firft phyfician of the navy, for the prefervatiou 
of health. Our numerous inflruments of afl'-onomy, phyfical inftrumenls, and thole 
requifite for the metcorplogical and geographical departmenLs, were the work of the 
moft eminent artifls of the capital ; the materia of the chymifls, painters, and draughtl- 
men, were of the firft quality j a numerous library, corapofed of the bell works relating 
to the fea, to aftronomy, geography, phyfics, natural hiftory, and voyages, was pre- 
pared for each veffel } tor the inftrudions relative to fcientific refearches it will be fuf- 
ficient to notice, in order to afeertaiu how precious and complete they were, that they 
were the compilation of a commifllon of the Inflitutc, formed of MelTrs. Fleurleu, I.a- 
'c^iede, Laplace, Bougainville, Cuvier, Jullieu, Lelievre, Camus and Langles ; Mr. 
Degerands, a member of the fame learned focicty, digefted for us an interefting work 
on the method to be followed in our obfervatious on uncivilized people ; a national 
medal was ftruck to commemorate this grand enterprife ; the moft flaucring pafl'ports 
were furniftied by all the governments of Europe ; an unlimited credit was opened for 
us with the principal colonies of Africa and Alia ; in one word, the auguft chief, un- 
der iheaufpices of w'hom this important voyage was about to be undertaken, had given 
diredions that nothing ftiould be onutted which might tend to the prefervation of man, 
facilitate our labours, and guarantee our independence. Laftly, the moft liberal pro- 
mifes, repeated on every page of the inftrudions of government, held out to zeal and 
aflfiduity, thofe honourable rewards, thofe flattering diftindions, which have always been 
the meed of fimilar voyages, and which alone can indemnify the man of worth for the 
privations and calamities to whir h he expofes himfelf. 

Nations, the knowledge of which is interefting, inhabit the diftant fhores we were 
about to vifit ; it was the wifli of the Firft Conful that we Ihould appear among them as 
friends, and benefadoBC. Under his diredtions we carried with us pairs of the moft 
ufeful animals, plants in abundance of the moft valuable trees, feeds congenial to the 
temperature of t^ofe climates, inftruments of various kinds moft neceffary to man, 
deaths and ornaments of every defeription ; and the moft extraordinary inventions of 
optics, phyfics, andchemiftry, deftined either for their fervice or araufement. 

Thefe numerous ar,ti<;les put in "order, and the equipment qf the veffeis complete, 
the naturalifts were ordered, jn the beginning of September 1800, to repair to Havre. I 
' was 
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was of the number of thefe, a fifth pla,ce as zoologift having beeh afligned to me at 
the recommendation offeveral diftinguiihed men of learning. 

The officers of this expedition were feledfed with great care froBi-the different,ports ; 
the midfhipmen, before they were received,' tinderwent rigorous exaihinations, and 
were, all of them, worthy of the diftinftion, as flattering as it was coveted, whlch they 
received. It was not the officers alone, however, that were choice j the inferior ranks 
had been fought for with avidity, and many of them were filled by young people of the 
mofl refpeftable families in Normandy, impelled by the anxiety peculiar to youth of 
acquiring knowledge, and of making one in thefe diflant voyagesj which ever wear a 
charader of greatnefs and fingularity, and enforce that refped they conflantly merit and 
obtain. Among thefe interemng young men was my coadjutor and cftimable friend 
M. Lefueur, that dear companion of my dangers, my facrifices, and my zeal. 

Befidcs the officers there was, on board the Naturalifte, a perfonage fufficiently well 
known, whofe name was A-f'am, a Chinefe born at Can-toong. I'akcn prifoncr, in a 
veffel belonging to the Engiifli company, by a French cruizer, A-fam had fucceflivcly 
paffed from hofpital to hofpital until he reached that of Val-de-Grace. The prefence 
of a Chinefe in the capital produced too great an efied long to remain unknown to the 
Firfl Conful. From the inftant it was intimated to him A-fam was rendered free and 
happy-} every fpccies of comfort was lavilhed on him during his rcfidenceat Paris } and 
to crown his liberality the Firfl Conful direded that A-fam fliould be rcflored to his 
country, and family, and fhould be treated as an officer on board our fhip } the ad- 
miniftrators of government in the Ifle of France w’ere alfo ordered to continue towards 
him a fimilar attention until a favourable opportunity fhould prefent itfelf for his retnru 
to China. Happy the nations in which the unfortunate foreigner receives a like pro- 
tedion ! Blefl the chief thus generous and beneficent ! 

CHAP. II. — Pqffage from Havre to the Canary IJlands : — Stay at Tenmffe. 

• j^From 19th Odober to 13th November iSoo.J 
THE wind and tide favouring, on the 19th of Odoberin themoming, orders weregiven 
for the two veffels to weigh anchor ; the American frigate, the Portfmouth, carrying 
back to the United States the ambalfadors who had juft concluded peace, failed at the 
fame time. At nine we pafled before the tower of Francis I. A numerous band of mufic 
on its fummit gave us a farewel greeting : a multitude of people fi-om every quarter 
covered the fliore, each hxlividual bidding us adieu in gefture as in w ords, and putting 
up prayers for our fuccefs, each feeming to fay, “ May you, more fortunate ihau Ma- 
“ rion, Surville, Saint-Allouam, I.a Peroufe and D’Entrccafleaux, return to your 

country and your grateful fellow citizens !” 

At ten, being without the jetties, we took our powder on board ; and, hoiftlng all 
fail to reach the Englifh frigate Profelite which was cruizing before the port, we IbeWed 
our paffport to the officer in command, and continued our courfe. 

On the 2 5th, the difperfion of the fog we had conflantly experienced through the 
channel, and the afeent of the thennomet^r, fufficiently indicated our approach to 
warmer climes ; the temperature had progreffively eucreafed from 8 : wh were 

now in the Bay of Bifcay almoft under the parallel of Bourdeaux. . 

On the 27th we reckoned ourfelves in the latitude of Cape Finifterre, well known 
as the moft weftern point of Spain 3 and of continental Europe. ^ , 

M. Peron has omitted to Hate, whether the thermometer ufed was that of Reaumur, or the con- 
tigradc, which is that of Celfius. After-obfervations render probable it was that of Reaumur. Ta. 

We 
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"We wer0 foon after ^breaft of 4)at '^^taniay. 
is .^nfecrated much eloqu^je^ apd fo pleafingly^ by^thie eleg^t a^i^ijyble 

author of ielejnajt^^S, The iky was more fcyuae,; iJie W|iye8,,^re,qilm 
more genial air was breathed ; every thing,, in Ihort, .feefflied tp_;baye,cQinhkied-,t4re' 
calt the fmiling pidtures of Fenelpn. The thermometer already ftopd at , 4^° :, ,(tlie ba- 
rometer, from our departure from Havre, had progreirivel)r*fallen ,twp.|ia€s, aj^diinow 
llpod at 28" 5'. 

The 30th, we paiTed the latitude of the Sti’ait of Gibraltar. The remainder of the 
day, and the next, we continued our courfe along the coaft of Africa, diftant about fifty 
leagues. 

At length, on the ift of November, at fix in the evening, we had the long wiihed for 
fight of Peals. Tei’da, the Mount Nivaria of the ancients. ,In midfl; of the illands Palma, 
Ferro, Goraera, weft ward, and, eaftward, thofeof Canary, Fuertaventura, and X.an- 
cerotta, rifes that point fo famous, known as the Peak of Teneriife. Its broad bafe was 
at, this time enveloped in clouds, while its fummit, illuminated by the ,laft rays of the 
declining fun, towered above them in majefty. This mountain is not, afluredly, as 
many travellers, too much aded upon by enthufiafin, have ignorantly affirmed, the 
loftieft of the globe ; its height, in fa6:, above the level of the lea, does not exceed 
2000 toifes*, and, confequently, is inferior to that of Mont Blanc, of feveral moun- 
tains of Sweden, Norwayt, and, in America, to ten or twelve points of the Andes ; 
Antifana, for example, and Chimbora9o are loftier by a third ; but it muft be allowed, 
that the infular pofition of this peak, the prefence of the famous iflaUds which it an- 
nounces at a diftance, the remembraqce it excites, the grand cataftrophes it proclaims, 
and of which it is itfelf a wonderful example j all concur to give it an importance above 
any other mountain on the furface of the globe. 

While the eyes of every one were fixed on this gigantic mountain, we continually 
.were nearing it more and more : in a little time we diftinguilhed Lancerotta, Fuerta- 
ventura, and the Great Canary, which Ihewed itfelf in the horizon fike an immenl'c 
cone, much flattened at its fummit. Sailing with a favoqrable wind we hoped to reach 
an anchorage before the fall of evening ; but, failing in this, we made feveral tacks 
during’ the night, and at day break, the fucceeding day, fleered for land, which we 
fliortly attained. 

Let the reader figure to himfelf a fteep Ihore, black, and deeply furrowed by tor- 
rents, without other trace of vegetation than fome ftunted branches of Cacalia, Caftus 
and Euphorbia ; beyond this inhofpitable coaft, tiers of mefuntains rifing one.above the 
other t6 a great height, alike deftitute of verdure, briftling with lharp peaks, their 
ridges and their flanks rough with fcattered rocks j and, beyond thefe mountains, 
the ^eak of Tei'da, rifing like an enormous Coloffus above them ; and he will have a 
juft i^ea of the afpefl of Tenerifie from the point of Anaga, where we made the land : 
thence, to Santa Cruz, where we anchored, the fame wild appearance -is repeated } 
•every where are feen land, fcoriaj, and fteep and barren rocks ; a few wretched dwel- 
lings, fcattered at th« foot of thefe volcanic waftes, ferve but to increafe the mournfulnefs 

• 12.780 Engb’sh feet. 

4 This IS a mis-ttatejnent of M. Peron ; the higheft, points of the of Ssrtejden arid Norway ai« 

fourid in the long chain which divides the two countries ; of the fe, near-fakW Fceitiririd, and 
. I^^ttuiick, arc among (he hfgheft, but have not a greater eleva|i||||||HnK)do 'ErigH^ 
eir^rily any which excaec^ 8000. If Mont Blanc be cxrieptenPP|m E^liih I****!®* v-** * 

fea,:.il^re fs no (noimtain in Europe more lofty than ihti of ,'leneriffe/ prcriiid'io jt* 
toifea. Next to this rank Mulahacen, ond tlie Picodc Veril^a, in the Sierfa'Nevada or ffte Alpokafras of 
. Grenada in Spain, the former 11,688, and the latUr 11,388 fact high, elevations fripefitir to tiiat'of jEttia 

' or ttie mountains o£j^he Alps of Swizzreland. Ta. s . - - 
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tjf thc’fce^ry ia this part of the iiland. Far different this, without ' doubt, to thofe 
jsiealing piflrures of the Fortunate Iflands, defcribed in fuccelfion with' fo much elegance 
by Horace*, Viana, Cai'rafco, the immortal author of Jerufalem Delivered, and the 
writer of the poem Dell’ Oceano ; but thefe pleafiog delufions, thefe fmilin'g images, to 
keep their ground in fpite of .truth, had occafion for the veil of myftery, the mtereft 
they have excited for centuries, and to be at diftance from where they were admired : in 
the prefent day, the Canaries, defpoiled of thofe brilliant titles affixed to them by an- 
cient fame, no longer poffefs any other intereft than whfit they derive from their wines, 
their advantageous pofition, and the phyfical and political revolutions of which they 
have been the theatre. 

By keeping at a fhort diflancc from the fhore, coafting along Anaga, we in a little 
time diftinguiffied the anchorage and town of Santa Cruz. At ten in the morning we 
anchored in twenty^two fathoms, with a bottom of volcanic fand, black and mixed 
with mud. 

The extenfive range I have to deferibe will prevent my dwelling long on the Canary 
iflands ; their pofition in midft of the Atlantic ocean has fubjefted them to the remarks 
of a variety of modern travellers, equally valuable for their talents and veracity ; there 
cxifts moreover a Spanifli work on this archipelago, in three volumes 8vo., by Jofeph de 
Viera y Clavijo, in which every fubjeCb relative to the ancient and modern hiftory of 
thefe iflands, their phyfical and political revolutions, their population, various pro- 
ductions, temperature, &c. appears to be exhaufted. The hiftory of the conqueft of 
the Canaries with jufticc fills a confiderable portion of this work of Clavijo ; for what 
can be more intcrefting or affeCting than the unfortunate Guanches, armed with ftakes 
and clubs, fighting for near a century with Frenchmen, Portuguefe, and Spaniards ; 
oppoling intrepidity and firmnefs to numbers, to fuperior arms, and to their fquadrons 
of horfe ; and caufing the poflTeffion of their wretched iflands to be purchafed, by more 
frequentacombats, and greater effufion of blood, than did afterwards the poflTeffion of 
the New Worldf. 

On thefe accounts I fliall peftriCt myfelf at prefent to a very fmall number of points, 
which feem to have efcaped the numerous writers who have hitherto written on this 
archipelago. 

The moft common maladies, thofe which may be regarded as endemical, are obftinate 
gaftric affections, oftentimes complicated with lofs of ftrength ; putrid and chronical 
diarrhoeas ; low and debilitating fevers ; fcorbutic cachexies ; cutanr'ous eruptions of 
diflFerent kinds, that is to fay, the itch, with which numbers aredreadiuliy afflicted, and 
an aft'eClion, much more dangerous, but very analogous, as it is faid, to the clephautiafis. 
The whole of thefe maladies, which moft particularly the loweft order of the people are 
fubjeCt to, feem to have but one origin, the faulty nutriment common through the 
country. The food of the people, in faft, is compofed principally of gofio, a fort of 
pafte which almoft generally is the fubftitute for bread, and is reputed to have been 
adopted From the Guanches. The pafte is made with the flour of barley or wheat, 

• Who never mentions them. Tr. . 

f Another error : M. Peron, like the generality of the French, does not confiAe himfelF to what he is 
acquainted with, and exceeding this, is frequently in the wrong : whoever has read sthc account of the 
Aracans, by Molina, will there fee, that notwithftanding numerous battles and'immenfe Daughter, this 
nation of Chili, a prototype of the ancient Germans, was, on the firft invt^on of the Spaniards, not only 
btaveand firm, but, what is more, unconquered, as they ilill remain to be at the prefent day. The Spa- 
niards, in their different battles with this people, have loft a greater number oT men, not only than the 
whole amount of Europeans who perKhed- in the fubjugation of the Canaries,, but than the wtiole popu- 
lation of thefe iflands at that period amounted to. T r . 

VOL. XI. 5 c parched 
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parqhed on fire, pounded, and moiftened with water, milk, and honev. The i'eft of 
their food confifts, with little elfe, of fait fifli, caught off the coaft of Barbary, which, 
dried in the fun, is afterwards ftored ip Jlarge magazines, and for want of due attention, 
from being laid in heaps, and from the heat of the climate, fpeedily bebomes fubjefb to 
a decompofition of lefs or greater rapidity. The infedious fmell, exhaled by their large 
heaps of filh in a ftate of fermentation, to ftrangers is infupportable ; and the offenfive 
odour purfues them through every quarter of the town. The cheapnefs of this fait fifh 
renders the confumption of it> through the whole of the Canary Iflands prodigioufly 
great ; but the advantage of this plcnteoulhefs is lamentably countervailed by the ma- 
ladies I have deferibed, all of which appear to rcfult in great nieafure Irom the faline, 
acrimonious, and putrid quality of this food. 

To the fame caufe, perhaps, is to be attributed the cachectic phyfiognomy, the oily, 
and, if the exprefiion may be ufed, livid comjdexion which moft travellers have re- 
marked in the people of Santa Cruz. The quality of th^ water ufed in common 
through thefe iflands may neverthelefs have influence in producing the affedions to 
which I advert : for, owing to the fcarcity of fprings (the greater part dried up in the 
fummer), the inhabitants are obliged to collect rain w atcr in large cifterns, which, by 
its ftagnation during feveral months, cannot fail of undergoing a change, more or lefs 
deleterious to the animal oecononiy. 

As for venereal complaints, they are unufually prevalent at Teneriffe j this is to be af- 
cribed colledively to the heat of the climate, the indolence of the inhabitants, their abo- 
minable negle£t of clcanlinefs, the number of foldiers, and of failors, who flock hither 
from all quarters of the globe, the total abfence of all police, the little knowledge of the 
majority of the medical part of the community, and, above all, the fhocking abund- 
ance of proftitules, who, in. the ftreeis, on the quays, and even in the temples, unre- 
mittingly purfuc the ftranger, to barter for the vileft return their perfidious pleafures j 
lamentable fources of long and bitter remorfc ! Difeafes of this nature are, in faff, 
the more dangerous in this country, from their being frequently complicated with 
the moll inveterate itcli. 

Owing to the ancients, who had no very exad idea refpecling the Canaries, having 
made them the rcfidence of the bled, cnthufiaftic individuals have been tempted to 
renovate the fanciful deferiptions of poetry and ancient mythology in fpcaking of 
•them. Hence, very recently, we have feen thefe iflatids celebrated for their fertility, in 
a manner repugnant at once to truth and reafon. 

In faef, one of the firft elements of fertility is water : nbw, the fcarcity of this is fo 
general* throughout the whole of the Canary Iflands, that not any one of them pof- 
feffes what may properly be termed a river ; and the fprings, during fummer, are fo 
conllantly dry, that the inhabitants are every where obliged to depend on cifterns for 
their drink. This fcarcity •'ft w;iter, moreover, is a confequence fo immediately de- 
pending on the nature t)f the loil, and its general difpofition, as to defy a remedy, 
either on the part of individuals, or of the government. The fmall extent of the 
iflands, the long and tiarrow figure of the major part of them, the enormous height 
of the mountains by which they are coVered on all points, the depth of the vallics, 
their rapid declination towards the fea, and above all, their little length, all concur to 
oppofc the formation of rivers, or even of rivulets, however fmall. At the fame time, 
the quality of the foil, .alraolf conftantly balaltic, preventing the filtration of water 
tHloagh its fu|j|ce, 4l:^e rains which fall are fpeedify evaporated by the heat of the 
atn?iofphere. , 

Thefe pbylical obftacles to the general fertility of the Canaries are lo evident, 
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their ,a£tion fo powerful, that one might difpenfe with more dirc£l: proofs to rebut 
exaggerations arifing from a fpirit of fyftem-making and enthufiafm j but thefe dired 
proofs exift to juftify the rcfults of rcafon and analogy. It appears, in fad, from 
a memoir in my ppflcllion on the produce* and commerce of the Canaries, and 
which was put into my hands by one of the moft enlightened merchants of this 
archipelago; 

ift. That Tencriffc, the niofl confidcrable of ihefe illands, Palma, and Ferro, do 
not produce near enough for (he fubfiftence of their thin and wretched population : 

2d, That Canaria and Gomcra yield barely enough to anfwer their demand : 

3d, That Lancerotfa and l'’uer(avcntura are the granaries of the Canaries; but 
that their unrequitin^ and fandy foil (thefe are the prccife oxprelTions of the manu- 
feript) exacts abundant rains to make it productive ; and, moreover, that as often as 
their crops fail, or arc but llender, dearth and famine prevail throughout the 
archipelago : 

4th, 'I'hat, even when the harvefl: is meft abundant, the Canaries never jiroduco a 
faperfluity of grain for exportation ; but, on the contrary, are rilmofl every year 
ohligeJ to draw large cargoes from Spain, America, or ev<'ji the north of Ger- 
many ; payment of VA'hich is made by a confiderable portion of the wines of the 
archijjc'lago. 

The Canaries, in tticir prefer.t fUitc, fo far from yielding a profit to the metropolis, 
exact annually a large expenditure for the luaintcnatice <'F their fortifications and 
garrifons ; while, in the hands of Ettgland, thefe colonies would become highly inte- 
refling ; for, independent of the advantage of their pofition, Great Britain, by her 
polfeflion of them, would be in mcafure releafe'd from the* onerous tribute fhc annually 
pays to Portugal, Spain, and France, for the wines and brandies (lie extracts from 
them. This war., no doubt, the principal motive with the Englifh government for 
its attempt on them during the lafl war. A numerous fleet, under the orders of 
Admiral Nelfon, fuddenly made its appearance, in 1796, before Tencrifl’c, the chief’ 
of thefe iflands ; but the attack, on this occafion, had a widely different refult from 
that made in 1C57 on the ’fame fpot, by Admiral Blake : Nelfon loft an arm here ; 
a part of his troops and veflels wtis taken by the Spaniards, or funk by the artillery 
of the forts ; in vain, under favour of tiight, did he fuccccd in cliocting a landing, and 
even advance to the w'orks ; affailed on every fide by' the troops and militia of the 
Spaniards, he was obliged to capitulate, and fign an engagement to quit the archi- 
pelagf). The inhabitants,of the Canary Iftands ftill fhew w'ith prid^, fufpended from 
the roof of their principal church, the colours taken from the Englifh ; and ahv) the 
boat of Nclfon’s fliip, on board of which he loft his arm. The cr^ws o*f feveral 
Froticli fhips diftinguifiicd thcmfelves on this honourable occafion ; they haftened to take 
up arms on the appearance of the Englifh fiiips, and contributed not a little, by their 
example, to rally the courage of the militia and troops of the country'. The ^-emark 
will not here be mifplaced that, about the fame time, the batteries and advanced ports 
of Porto Rico w ere defended w'ith lb muct intrepidity by the French, that the Englifli, 
forced to reinibark with precipitation, abandoned part of their •artillery. 

Since the attack of Nelfon, the garrifons of the Canary Iflands have been greatly 
augmented ; when we were there, they contained .1,500 regular troops, of handfonie 
appearance, and peiTcdly equipped the chief of tliefe troop;? were at Timerift'e, 
which, in addition, is capable of.furnilhing 8000 njiliiia. Separate from this iucreafe 
of force, an attempt dn Santa Cruz would at prelent be nuicfi move difficult than 
before, on account of a new fort which the late governof caufed to be conftrufted on 

5 c 3 ' a Ueep 
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a fteep mountain, the batteries of which point down upon the road, and crofs the fire 
of the fquare tower which defends the mole. 

The nature of our miflion, the excellent underftanding that fubfifted between the 
two governments, the late fuccefles of 'France, the recent peace with America, all 
concurred towards our meeting with the moft obliging reception from the Spaniards. 
Our brave allies took great plcafure in interrogating us on the fubje£t of the lafi: 
campaign in Italy, on the pafliige of the Alps, the battle of Marengo, and that rapid 
fucceflion of prodigies of which we brought them the firft intelligence. All emulous, 
the one of the other, were defifous of teilifying their refpe^t for, and admiration of 
France. Yes! if the man of honour may ever be allowed to pride himfelf on the 
nation to which he belongs, then, doubtlcfs, it muft be when, under circumftances 
like thefe, replete with charms, and in the midft of foreigners, he fees the moft fplen- 
did ideas of power, of grandeur, and glory, attached to the name of his country. 

Among the individuals whom I had occafion myfelf to form an acquaintance with 
at Tenerilfe, and whole handfome demeanour towards me is moft deferving of remem- 
brance, I have to particularize M. Le Due de Belhancourt, colonel of the regiment 
of Ultonia, a defeendant of that famous Jean de Bethancourt, a Norman nobleman, 
who was at the fame time the conqueror and legiflator of the Canaries. One of the 
greateft men of the fifteenth century, fo fecund in prodigies, Jean de BethancouVt pof- 
feffed all the heroifm and chivalric cnthufiafm of his age, without, at the fame time, 
participating the ignorance peculiar to it, its fanaticifm, or ferocity. His memory, 
eternally dear to the Canarians, will be, for his lateft pofteiaty, an inalienable title to 
the moft flattering diftinaion ; but this defeendant, of whom I fpeak, had other, and 
more allowable titles to efteem. ^ 

M. Le Marquis de Nava poflcflbs a very handfome botanic garden at Orotava ; 
this nobleman confecrates a portion of his large revenue to naturalizing, in the iflands 
of the archipelago, all thofe vegetables tending to increafe their commerce, enrich 
the foil, embellifli the vallics, and clothe their bare and fterile mountains : it is juft 
he fliould be upheld to the notice and efteem of every man of worth, as one ol the 
benefactors of his counuy. 

At La Laguna, Mr. Savignon, phyfician of government, diftinguilhes himfelf in his 
profeflion by an honourable charaftcr, and extenfive knowledge. 

Mr. Cologant, of that refpedlable family in wJiich politenels to French travellers 
feeras to be hereditary, and the merited eulogy of which is repeated in all our na- 
tional relations of modern times ; Mr. Cologant, I fay, took pleafure in communi- 
cating tQ us information of the moft interefting kind, on the fubjoCt of the laft 
eruption of the volcano of Cahorra j the coloured drawing of it, eft'eCled by himfelf 
with confidcrable nicety, was kindly lent to fuch of us as felt difpofed to take a copy. 
Finding it, on my return to Europe, in the work of Mr. Bory, I regretted that he had 
not commemorated the name of its real author, as omiflions of this kind, however 
unintentional, are oftentimes of fufficient weight to lelfen, or even deftroy the confi- 
dence liberally afforded by foreigners to European travellers, a confidence of which 
I myfelf have received fo many geneyous teftimonials at different epochs on our 
voyage. 

During our flsy at Teneriffe, the barometer conftantly remained at aS*" 3' to 28** 
4' j the thermometer on board, in the fhade, and at noon, varied between 17 and 20% 
givij^for a mean 18, 5° f a refult.whi<;h agrees with .the experiments of Lamanon and 
LatHpjprdier^l^ade at uhe fanie place, and under fimilar circumftances. 

Oit ail the^ypothcli||,refpcCting the Canaries, which owe their origin to the tradi- 
tions 
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lions of the ancients, the moft fingular, certainly, and the moft generally admitted is, 
that of the exiftence of a great continent, of which they formed a part, and which, 
under the name of Atlantis, is reputed to have occupied the ocean which now 
divides Africa' from America. This opiniod has not wanted fuppofters in fome 
travellers, feduced themfelves by the authority of Plato, or the fophifms of many 
modern writers. Volumes on this fubjefl have been filled with compilations and 
citations, while the original documents ftill continue unproduced. Authors, inflead 
of comparing the prefent phyfical conftitution of ‘the countries refpefting which they 
feek to eftablilh the ancient accounts, have bewildered themfelves in diflertation and 
hypothqfis : Mr. Bailly is, however, one who departs from the beaten track, in his 
manner of difeufling the important quell ion of the exiftcnce of the Atlantic continent. 
The interefting obfervations of this enlightened mincralogift arefubjoined. 

“ Many celebrated writers,” fays he, “ have devoted attention, on the tellimony 
of Plato, to the former exiftcnce of Atlantis ; the majority of thofe who admit its 
exiftcnce, have coiifiderod the Canary Illands, defignated by the ancients under the 
name of the Fortunate HI nds, as remnants of this land, which, in the opinion of fome, 
comprift!d no lefs than the fpace between Africa and America, and, perliaps, even 
formed a part of thefe t wo continents, connecting the one with the other. The 
chain of moiiuiains which traverfes the northern part of Africa, denominated Mount 
Atlas, fi^rved materinlly to fupport their fyftem ; for in the illands of which we treat, 
they law the continuation of this chain, which, by a flight bend, connected the Azores ; 
they alio as readily fuppofed the Cape Verd Illands to be links of the mountains of 
the interior of ;\frica. I'he fame authority indeed which thus aggregated the Cana- 
ries, the Azores, and Cape Verd Iflarids, might as reafonably allow the junftion, 
to the left continent, of the otlier Atlantic Illands, fuch asTriftan d’Acunha, Afeenfion, 
Si. Matthew, the Trinity, St. Helena, Noronha, &c. ; for alTuredly it would not have 
been too bold a flight to Iiave embraced even thole within the limits of a country of 
greater extent., according to the high-prieft of SaVs, than Afia and Lybia united*. 

“ But the grounds for cpnjcdturing a union fo fingular as tins, and of fuch diftant 
parts, are hitherto no other than the vague traditions of the ancients ; the inquifitors 
into the fait have moreover confined thomfclvos to the mere infpe(Eiion of charts j 
they have neglefted to compare the phyfical conftitution of the fuppofed wreck of 
Atlantis, with the continents to which they deem it to have been united. This com- 
parifon it is which I propofo to examine. 

“ All travellers agree ift their ftatement, that the chains of mountains w'hich traverfe 
Africa and America, are efl'entially primitive ; that the lands between them are of 
later origin ; and that the fpots, known to belong to the domain of fubterraneous 
fires, are, compared with the remainder of thefe continents, few in number and of 
fmall extent. 

“ Dift'erent is the character of the illands fprlnklcd in the Atlantic Ocean ; they 
are univerfally volcanic, whether fingle iflands, fuch as Afcerifion, St. Helena, Trinity,. 

♦ This -1*8 another error fo common with French writiers. Mr. Ballly clearly, J)y the extent he fancies 
to have been . aferibed by the hiprh.|me(l of Sais to this difpated country, whoje inhabitants fuhjogated 
Europet dfricat and Afta^ reckons that, by Afia, was meant the whole of that diVifion of the globe 

known to us at prefent under that denommation ; whereas, with the Egyptians, Syrians, Greeks, tend 
Romans, by the term Afia that country alone was deiignated now fubjed.to the Turks, and known by 
the name of Afia Minor ; ^neither by Lybia, as he appears 6y his comparifon to conceive, was the 
divifion now called Africa intended, but only a very fmall portion, comp^tively fpeaking, of that con- 
tinent. Tr. * * 

Madeira, 
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Madeira, Sec. or in groups, the Azotes for example, the Canaries, and Cape Verd 
Iflarids, Triftan d’Acunha, and thofe by which it is furrounded. 

“ Thefe iflantls appear to rife from the bofom of a deep fea ; their flanks are fteep, 
and almoft perpendicular ; the channfeU. by which they are feparated are of fathomlefs 
depth ; banks and fliallows, fo common in other archipelagos, have no exiftence 
here. If, occafionally, fome infulatcd rock appears, whether it belong to fome 
neighbouring ifland, or be dilHn^l, it lurnifiics ground tor fmiilar obfervations with 
the larger illands. In no one.of them is true granite Ibund, any real porphyry, or 
primitive fchiftus ; a» for the calcareous fubflanccs which fome of them prefent, they 
are no other than depofiis of Ihclls cud mudriporcs. 

“ From the fiinple perfpeclivc 1 have aflbrded, it, 1 think, evidently refults, that a 
difference fo abfolute, and fo general between the aOual conflitutioii ot the Atlantic 
Illands, and that of the continent, rebuts the idea of a common origin, and even of 
any former jundtion. From thefe fame fads it may likevvifc be iulerred, that the 
hypothefis, which is obftinately perfifled in, of computing the Aiianlic illands to be 
vefliges of an ancient continent, is incapable of defence ; ior thefe illands being uni- 
vcrfaily volcanic, to fupport the hypolliefis, cithc'r we muft iuppole tltat Atlantis was 
a continent altogether of volcanic nature, or, that the voleanic parts alone of this 
continent furvived the cataftrophe by which it was buried in the waves : uoW, both 
the one and the other fuppofition are deftituic of likcliliooci.” 

CHAP. III . — From the Cciiiarics to the IJlc of Franco. 

[13th November 1800 to 15th March 1801.3 

TFIE 13th November in the afternoon, having flowed away the provifions we came 
to take in at the Canaries, we weighed anchor. At lour we palled by the little town 
of Candilaria, famous on account of the miracles of the virgin of that name. I'he 
whole of this part of the ifland of Teneriffe is of an afped equally wild, and as com- 
pletely barren as the coaft of Anaya. In the evening we d.'fcovcrcd the illands Gomcra 
and Palma, which we left on the weft, palTmg them during the night. 

On the 15th we were under the tropic of Cancer; the i8th we reckoned ourfelvcs 
abreaft of Cape Verd Illands; from this latter point to .the latitude of Gambia, we had 
tolerably favourable winds ; but here we were fo completely becalmed as to be unable 
to pafs the equator before the 1 2th December, and, notwithftanding the efforts of our 
commander, who endeavoured to gain 10“ or 12", were obliged to crofs it in 24'’6' W j 
calms, Currents, and baffling winds, oppofing all his endeavours to cut the line more 
towards the call. It is, doubtlefs, w’Orthy of remark, that Admiral D’Entrecaftcaux, 
defirous nine years before of follow ing a limilarcourfe to crofs the equator in 16 or 18 ", 
experienced finillar obftacles, .uui, like us, was carried away by currents and ftornis as 
far as 26® tow'ards tlie weft. 

On the 30th Dcccmbtr, we crolfed the tropic of Capricorn for the firft time. In 
the night of the 23-2F4ih Januai'y 1801, wc w'cre under the meridian of Paris, in 
about 36'’ of latitude fouth. * 

,']’he 3d Febriaary, wc doubled the Cape of Good Hope from eight to ten leagues 
diftant. We dillinguiflied pretty clearly the Table Mountain, notwithftanding the fog 
with w'hich it was then furrounded. 

The 3d and 4th Mafch, wc experienced a violent gale, which lafted about four-and- 
twenty hours, and fo^roijgly aff'efted the atmofphere, that the barometer fimk 
10, 8 hues* The NatiSBifte fuffered fome'damage in her fails. We were at this time 
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in the Mofambique channel, famous for the frequency and violence of the ftorms 
to which it is fubjeft. On the loth, we again pafled the tropic of Capricorn. 

At lengjthj^in the afternoon of the 1 3th, we difcerned the mountains of the Ifle of 
France, after a voyage of a hundred and forty-fifre days, reckoning from our departure, 
the moft tedious length of time ever employed in the palTage. The obftinacy of our 
commander in perlHting to keep too clofe to the African coaft, was the principal caufe 
of its long duration ; and, as this delay ■^as attended with the moft calamitous con- 
fequences to the whole of our alter operations,,! confider it proper to make fome 
comments on this head. 

I’wo courfes naturally prefent themfelvcs to the navigator from Europe about to 
double the Cape of Good Hope : the one by fteering along the coaft of Africa, cutting 
the equator as much as pofiible towards the eaft ; the other, when in the latitude of the 
Cape Verd Iflands, by bearing weftward towards the caftern coaft of America, fo as to 
divide the line in 25 or even 30“^ of longitude weft of Paris. In this laft courfe, when 
in 33“ of fouthern latitude, north-weft, ami afterwards weftern winds are met with, by 
favour of which, a fliip makes a rapid courfe eaftward, to double the famous cape we 
fpeak of. 

1 here can be no doubt, if one merely computes the length of the two courfes, the 
former mult be preferred ; but the dtilful failor takes into his calculation more than 
the relative pofitions of places ; he knows that the wideft diftance is nothing to him, 
provided he be conftantly favoured by currents and winds ; and that, on the contrary, 
he may be detained for w'ceks or even months, on the fliortcft trip, when thefe fame 
winds and currents oppofe his courfe, or where^ what he dreads Itill more, his motion- 
lefs fliip is detained by obftinate calms. 

Now, in the coalling voyage along the north-weft ftiores of Africa, the w'hole of 
thefe inconvonicncies arc united : in fact, we arc taught by experience, that the general 
direftion of the winds prevalent in thefe parts is eaft-foutli-eaft, or even fouth-eaft, . 
and furthermore, that the currents in this portion of the Atlantic Ocean run to the 
north-weft ; it teaches us iu fliort that, of all the known fcas, that which bathes the 
equatorial portion of the w’cftcrn coaft of Africa is the moft fubjefl: to calms, and 
thofc of long continuance. All the moft enlightened navigators agree in the fafts I 
give, and Captain Danipier, whofe works, the fruit of long practice, arc fo valuable 
for their precifion, has particularly noticed them iu \\\s Treat if c on Winds. 

the other courfe, on the contrary, the currents, fo oppolite in tiiat along the 
coaft, favour the veffel bearing to the weft ; and the calms, fo formidable olF that 
coaft, are much lefs frequent, and, efpocially, of far Ihorter duration in the middle of 
the Atlantic, whether their exiilence be derived from the flieltcr of a large continent, 
or whether they proceed from any other pliyfical caufe. Atul laftly, weft winds w'hich 
the navigator requires on attaining 33 or 35" fouth, arc fo couftant in the latter direction, 
that they may fafely be computed on beforehand*. 

It is not then without good reafon, that the moft intelligent navigators prefer the 
weftern courfe, although apparently much longer ; and this pr^'ference is certainly of 
long (landing, finca as early as the (irft voyages of »Schouten, we find it approved from 
experience. I’his celebrated traveller relates that, during his firft voyage from Europe 
to India in 1658, the captain of the fliip in which he Aiiled, a well-informed man, 

had a difpute with another, who comftianded a diflereui vel^cl belonging to the Dutch 

• » 

• Wc fliall have occafion in another part to advert to the conftancy of winds in this part of the 
fouthern hcmifphere. 

company, 
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company, and was his confort to Batavia. The captain of his veiTel^ grounding his 
reafons on what I have related, wilhed to run towards the weft ; the other, deceived 
by his eyes and inexperience, rcfolved on coafting the fhores of Africa. Differing 
thus in opinion the two captains feparat(jd, each taking his own courfe ; but the know- 
ledge of Schouten’s captain availed him lo much that he arrived two months’ before the 
inexperienced coafter. 

From complete acquaintance with all thefe circumftanccs, is it, that Englifti fhips 
bound to India are accuftomed to near the Saaft of Brazil, fo as not to cut the line 
more towards the eaft than a8,*3o, or even 35” weft; and the fliips belonging to the 
company follow the fame plan as thofe fitted out by private perfons. 

Moreover, it is not *only on doubling the Cape of Good Hope, that the currents 
and calms off the Coaft of Africa are to be apprehended ; the daily voyages to Ma- 
lembo and Loango, and the coaft of Angola, are frequently much prolonged by 
them ; and experience here alfo teaches that, to efcape them, fliips muft keep as far 
as poflible from the gulf of Guinea, and ccmfequcntly bear away to the weft to return 
again, and fometimes to the foulh, in order to arrive at their place of deftination. The 
fame precaution fliould likewife be taken by thofe who leave Loango for the Antilles. 
Dampier even affirms, that on fuch a voyage it is neceffary to bear to the weft the 
fpaceoi*^ 30" or 35° before the line be croffed, to afeend towards the north, and . after- 
wards to fleer north-weft. This courfe, fays he, is that purfued by the moft en- 
lightened failors, and however long it may be in appearance, it is neverthclcfs the 
fliorteft in reality ; for thofe who cut the equator too much towards the eaft to range 
along the coaft of Africa, and bear away at once towards the north-well, are almoft 
always fubjed to tirefome calms, and affailed by ftorms, which are more frequent, 
and far more dangerous in the vicinage of the coaft of Guinea, than in the middle of 
the Atlantic ocean. 

Laftly, Mr. De Grandpre, whofe teftimony is valuable, from his having long fre- 
quented thefe feas, Mr. Do Grandpre exclaims, with juft rcafon, againft thofe ignorant 
or timid captains, who, notwithftanding the fatal experience of other navigators, con- 
tinue to coaft along the fhores of Africa : he relates, among other examples, that of 
a veffcl, which, detained by calms, and thwarted by currents, was eleven months on 
its paffage from France to the coaft of Angola. In one word, if it were not foreign 
to the nature of my work to lengthen this difeuflion, it would be by no means difficult 
for me to prefent fo great a number of fads and obfervations, favourable to a weftern 
courfe, as to make its merit of preference demonftratively, evident ; for my prefent 
objed it fuffices that I have put it in the power of the reader to appreciate duly the 
extent of the fault of our chief. It will fhortly be feen, indeed, that as a neceffary refult 
of this lofs of time, as eafy to have forefeen as prevent, he found himfelf obliged, at 
the very outfide of his voyage, to invert the whole order of operations. Such are the 
vexations and irreparable conlequcnccs which, in the execution of great undertakings, 
may refult from the moft trivial faults ! 

The narrative of a voyage to India, it fhould feem, after the numerous voyages of 
all nations to that part, during more than three centuries, muft be unfufceptible of 
exciting any intereft unprodudive of any new obfervation ; neverthelefs, that this is * 
not the cafe will Sppear from a curfory glance over the multitude of relations fumilhed 
at different epochs. In thefe, nearly all the navigators will be found to have been occupied 
with the moft common objeds, mere echoes of what .had a hundred times before been 


• Dawpler alfo rceommends to paf» the line between 3©* and 35* weft. 


told 
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told by their predeceffors, and neglefting all the real novelty to be found In this Im- 
nienfe field, comprehending at once the whole length of the Atlantic Ocean, the 
Indian Sea, the two temperate zones, and the equatorial belt of the world. Yet, 
what a valuable fuccelTion of obfervations mightjthere not, in fuch a voyage, be made 
on the atraofpherc, and its temperature in different latitudes of the one and other' 
hemifpherc, on the variations di the barometer and hygrometer under fiinilar circum- 
ftances ! On the temperature of the fea ^Ifo, at its furfacc, compared with that of 
the atmofphere at different parts of the day and the. night ! And the warmth of the 
fea, at great depths, does it not prefent a career fecund in refults of greateft intereft ? 
Arc we not moreover reduced to vain conjedlures on the depth of the fea, and the 
relative proportion of the I’altnefs of its waters ? Our opinions are they not ilill irre- 
i'olutc refpefting the real caufe of the phofphorefcencc of the fea, of this marvellous 
phenomenon, fo common, yet fo ill explained, and, it might be faid, fo ill examined 
till the prefent day ? And cafting the eye over the wide expanfe of the ocean, are 
there not a crowd of pelagic animals, of mollufcce, and zoophytes efpecially, which 
iniglit be difeovered, and only wait, to exhibit new prodigies, a fearch into their organi- 
zation, an hiftorian of their mode of life ? 

Here, certainly, are fubjeds for obfervation, numerous enough and fufficiently at- 
tradivcj to be purlued, during the long voyage in quellion; fubjeds, on which attention 
would far better be fixed than on llying-fiflios, doradovS, fliarks, and their pilots *, &c. 
To voyages of fi;ch defeription, and to thefe alone, docs it belong to furnifli the 
])recious ntateArds of a phylical and int teorologieal chart of the fea, a chart of 
which fcience iK plores the want, and the molt liyiple elements of wliich it would feek 
in vain in heaps of narratives, mere repetitions the one of the other. 

In direding my attention to the feveral fubjeds I have detailed, I was defirous rather 
of pointing out this new career, tliait of boalling on account of my having purfued it ; 
but the refults I have obtained from thefe lirft attempts appear to me of fufficient 
utility to claim a fummary expofition in this work ; the minutitc of the obfervations of 
which thefe arc the fruits I referve for other occafions, and for other works. 


SECTION I, — Meteorological Obfervations. 

'rilESl'. obfervations were made with the thermometers of Dollond and Moffy, the. 
barometers of the latter artift, and the hygrometers, with double It irs, of Richer. 
That the obfervations might better be compared, I made a point of repeating them faur 
times every day at the mofl; oppofite hours, that is to fay, at fix, night and mormng, at 
noon and midnight. The obfervations were commenced with the voyage, were made 
in the open air in all weathers, and on the quarter deck. The ilrfi; feries of my labours 
furnifhed me with the following general refults. 

Indications of the Tbennomctcr. • 

1. The temperature, under fimilar circumflances of wcathei^ riles progrelUvely 
Myth an advance towards the equator. 

2. It progrelfively falls in failing from it. 

3. The proportion of its rife and fall is not the fame in either hentifphere ; the mean 
of the heat in the fouthern being lefs than in the correfponding northern latitudes. 

• * • » • * # . • 

^ The remora is called tire piloi-filh, from its conftanily preceding thg fliark, and pointing out to it 

its prey. Ta. 

VoL. XI. 5 u Under 
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4. Under fimilar circumftances, the temperature of the atmofphere between the 

tn^pics is lefs in the open fca than in the interior of continents, or even in iflands ; the 
great -'ft heat experienced under the line did not exceed 25®, and the mean heat' was 
much inferior. !• 

5. The variations of temperature are fmaller, and ,lefs frequent, in proportion as 
the equator is nearer approached, and the contrary. 

6 . Not only are the variations of temperature lefs confiderable from one day, or 
even one month, to another, between the tropics and in the open fea ; but, in ordinary 
weather, the diftercncc between the temperature of the day, taken in the fliade at 
noon, and that of the night, taken at midnight, is inconfiderable j for, of forty ob- 
fervations made between the 2 2d of November and 1 ft December i8co, and which 
furniftied me with a total of 909,6° of heat, thofe made at noon gave 233% and thofe 
at midnight 222,7", which makes a difference for each day^of fcarcely one degree; a 
phenomenon the more renrarkable, as from the experiments of Miller, Beze, Pifon, 
Halley, Lifter, Stc. it is known that the difference of the heat of the day and the 
night is greater in equatorial regions on Ihore, of which w'c fliall have occaiion to notice 
many examples wituefl'ed by ourfelves. 

Indications of the Hygrometer, 

N. B. As this is the firft time that this valuable indrunient was employed at fea, It was before- haiul 
evident, that obfervatioiiB made with it would yield very important rcfults. Whether thcle cx- 
pedlatioiis were founded on realon will be feen. 

7. Under fimilar circumftances, the hydrometer indicates an increafe of humidity 
in proportion to the advance towards the equator. 

8. The pofitivc humidity of the atmofphere appears to Icffen in proportion to the 
increafed elevation of the pole. 

9. The variations of the hygrometer are more rare and feeble the nearer it is to 
the equator, and the contrary. 

1 o. The hygrometer, in the center of the equatorial* regions, at moft, conftantly 
nitiintains the point of complete faluration. 

Indicatmis of the Barometer, 

\ 1. Circumftances alike, the barometer finks in proportion to the advance towards 
the equator. , 

12. *It rifes progrefTivcly in receding from it, 

13. ILe variations of the barometer are more flight and lefs common, under fimilar 
circumftances, in proportion to its approximity to the equator, and the reverfe. 

14. 'I'he uniform level of the theatre of our obfervations, the diftance or abfcnce 
orally foreign caufe to difturb the atmofphere at fea, renders the progreflion of the 
barometer much more regular, and its variations more fubjeeb to comparilbn than could 
pofllbly be the cafe, on large continents : on this account the inftrument is of great 
utility to mariners, of which our own fxperiments leave not the llighteft: doubt. 

Relation of the Barometer and Hygrometer. 

13. The variations of the barometer have *an indifputable affinity to thofe of the 
hygrometer. ^ ' ' , ' ^ 

16. The fall of the mercury correfponds, in the.greateft number of inftances, with 
the increafe of humidity ; and the greater this becomes, the more is that perceptible. 

g 17. The 
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17. The elevation of the barometer almofl always correfponds with the dccreafe of 
humidity in the atmofpherc ; circumftances being the fame, it is greater in proportion 
to the dimmution of moifture indicated by the hygrometer. 

Winds. ' ’ 

18. The winds decrcafe in 'force and arc more con/lant in praportion to the 
proximity of the equatorial regions, and the contrary* 

Relation of the Winds to the Baroincicr. 

19* The winds appear to have influence, really, and independently of other cir- 
eumflanccs, on tlie variations oHhe barometer ; ior 1 have frequently feen the mer- 
cury fink fuddenly three, four, five, fix, and even eight lines during the prevalence 

dry and cold winds, noi wiihRanding the rapid dccreafe of mniiLure in the atmo- 
fpbcrc ; a circumfhince, whicli, according to the too general theory of Deliic, Ihould, on 
the contrary, liave occafioned the mercury to afeend. 

20. d his action oi the winds on the barometer, under fimilar circnmflances, 
appeared to nu^ to be generally in proportion to their frigidity ;:.id velurity combined. 

Atmol'phcrical Phcnonienei^ 

Tiic mihy Ptatc of llie flvy obferved towards noon hirdl the equalorial regions, 
and delignated hy navigators, a yfJiy, a t/jick borir^on^ a yaiezy Jk)\ or a mijly horizon ; 
the fplcndid pohip of fun>rilc and fun-fet in the fame climares, and tlie lerenity of the 
heavens during the night, wliich prefents fo reiparkable a contrail to the mifty ftate 
of the atmofpherc during the day; the frequency, and the almofl inflantaneous form- 
ation of tliole menacing clouds dclcribed by fo many travellers, ol tliofc ftorms known 
by tlie name of bull\s c'yes ; the aRonilhing permeability of moillure, from which it is 
next to iinpollible to j^eferve the mofl valuable objccds; the profufuui of rain, and the 
large fi?:e of the dnq-vs that fall — all thefe phenomena of equatorial meteorology, 
unexplained before, aj^peaiy to me to depend almofl cxclufively on the moift 
flate of the atmof].)here in thefe parts ; and the theory of atmofpheric refraclion, in 
my opinion, is allied in an important manner to obfervations of this defcriptioin 

General Refulis. 

22. If to thefe rcfults of our enquiries thofe obtained by Mr. TTumboldt on the 
decreafe of the intenfity of the magnetic power towards the equator be joined, it 
follow'S, that all thefe grand phenomena of phyfics experience moll impcrtant*modifi- 
cations in proportion to the proximity of this line : on advancing towards it the forces 
of gravitation and the intenfuy of the magnetic force diminifh, the barometer finks, 
the thermometer rifes, the hygrometer advances towards laturation, the winds are lefs 
ftrong and more conllant, and the progreffion of all the inflruments becomes n||re 
regular, while their variations diminifln 

SICCT. IT. — Temperature of the Sea. 

UNDER fimilar circumftances, and at the times of making my meteorological ob- 
fervations, 1 followed up a long ferics of rcfearchcson the relation of the temperature 
of the fea with that of the atmofphcre ; tlie rcfult I have detailed to the Inftitute. 

With an apparatus conftruded* after a plan of my own, I aUempted at the fame 
epoch, in concert with my colleague and my friend Depucli, fome obfervatiomi on the 
temperature of the ocean at great depths ; and from them 1 was led to fufpecl a pro- 
|;refliyo coolnefs of the water of tlu^ fea proportionate in the diftance from the idrface. 

I flrall, on a fiiture occalion, have to return to this curious part of our iahoui s. 

K 2 
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SECT. III. — Salincfs of the Water of the Sea* 

IN the number of the niofl important obfervntions requifire for the phyfical lii/lorv* 
of the fea, thofe certainly nmO be p!.\q:'d which have for their to dclermine rln- 

pofitive and relative proportion of faknef; in its water, under dillerent latitudes,, atid at 
dilferent depths. Hitherto, howTver, experiments of this defeription are few, and even 
thefe firfl efliiys fceni to me altogether wanting of cxactnefs in their principles, an i 
confequciitly to be ufelefs in their rpfuits. In fact, fpccific gravity, taken as a bafe for 
works of this kind by Ingen-houfs, Labillardiere, and M. Humboldt, in my contempi 
tion, is a means incapable of affording any precife conclulions, on account of tire 
enormous quantity of corpufcules, oftentimes vifihle by the microfcopc', which abound 
in fait water, and which, poffibly foreign to the matter of the fait iifelf, cannot fail to 
affedt the fpecific gravity of the liquid in which they float, and are, one may fay, dilfol ved, 
on account of the gelatinous mucus which tranfudes from the whole of their exteriors, 
and gives to the purelt fca-water the vifeous character by which ir is particularized. 

The mode adopted by Sparman, of collecting fea-waler am! ]u*elerving it afterwards 
in bottles, is even more exceptionable ; the putrefaction to which the water is fubjedl 
never failing of changing all its conflitiient parts, and producing others, by the 
fpontancous docompolition of the mnnberlefs animalcnlm we have noticcxl. 

To obviate tliefe different iiiconvcnicncies, at eve ry five degrees of latitude, I pro- 
pofed to collcdl a pretty large quantity of fca-water, fay loolhs., fi!t(T it through 
brown paper, and to determine afterwards its fpecific gravity by means of the areometer 
of Nichollbn, a means ofitfclf cflentiany defectivt', :is will appc'ar from what has before 
been faid, hut which, being only accelfory here, was of utility, as t!ie water by filtratinn 
would prcvioufly be feparated from the majt)!* part id th(dK;U‘n'grriC()i]s fubllanccs. 
This firll operation finiflicd, I intended to clikiU liie filtered water in <>r»e ol the alembics, 
furniflied us by government, and continue the evaporation of it till 1 had concentratcil 
as much as polfible all the faline fubflances in folulion. Uniting afterwards the rcfiduinn 
of thefe dillillations in, one or more boltl-‘S, fecurely clo/ed with emery, 1 projioRd, 
on my return, to confide this fiicccflioii of valualde fpccimens to M. Eourcroy, who, 
no d(3ubt, would not have failed to give exact analyfes of them. This plan, independen! 
of the prccife refulls of whicli it feems fufceptible, held out the double advantage gl 
exacting only a feries of operations, very cafy, even on I)oard of fbip, and of rendcrin;;' 
ncediefs all the minutiae of a delicate analyhs, which could not be punhed with fulTicIeur 
nicety in the midfl of the cmbarrairinents incident on a fea toyage. — Unfortunately in 
this, as in many other inltances, I was obliged to give way to the fpirit of contradiction 
in our chief ; and I fliould have abllained frgm f])caking here of this my plan of ex- 
periments, had it not appeared to me ncceffary to call tlie attention of {Indents of phyfics, 
and travellers, to this curious part of the liilbiry of the fea, and to point out to the 
lat||r a procefs, as cafy of pmcticc, as exact in its ixfult. 

• 

.SECT. IV. — Ph'/fj)horcfccncc of the Sea. 

UNDER relations, certainly not Icfs fuigular, the occ'an again was the objefl: of my 
refearches. 'Tbe phofphordccnce of its uaier, from the lime of Ariflotlc and Pliny, 
Jtas been an objeti'of intcrcll; and mciiltationj as well for travellers as the lovers ot 
pbyfics. How nuinerouts and varied indeed arc the phciXimena it prefents ! * Here 

the 

** However briillant llic rapid arroni.t I give of llie principal phenomena of phofphorcfcencc may at fiift 
figiii appear, yet is there not a word, not. an epithet indeccl, but is borrowed from the obferrations of men the 
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the furface of the ocean fparkles, and fliines throughout its whole extent like 
a filver fluff ele£trified in the dark ; there the waves roll out in immenfe fheets of 
fulphur and bitumen in flames; in other parts again the fea refembles a vafl ocean of 
milk, the limits of which arc lofl in tlte horizon, Bcrnardin de St. Pierre has de- 
feribed, with entliufiafm, the brilliant fiars which by myriads fpring from the bottom 
of the fea, and of which he obferves with truth, our fireworks are but a feeble imi- 
tation. Others fpeak of ihofe mafl'es, in guile of fire, which roll over the waves like 
fo many red-hot balls, and of this defeription we ourfelves faw one apparently not lefs 
than 20 feet in diameter. Many failors have noticed iucandefeent parallelograms, cones 
of light revolving round their own axes, f|dendid garlands, and ferpentining illumi- 
nations. In fomc jiartsof the fea columns of fire, eliciting fparks, are thrown up from 
the bofom of the deep : in others, clouds of light and phol'phorus arefeen traverfing the 
waves in the inidll of darknefs. Occafionally the ocean a])]3ears decorated with an im- 
moid'e Icarf of moveable and wavy light, the ends of which exceed the limits of 
ligjit. All thefe phenomena, and many other which I abllain from indicating here, 
however mtirvellous they may ajtpear, are not the lefs inconteflable ; they have been 
dclcribed by travelk'rs of undirputi tl veracity, and I myfelf have obferved the major 
part ol them in dificrent quarters of the fea. 

lliiW numerous the theories which fuccelllvcly have been jmblifljcd to explain thefe 
kinds of jM'odigics ! Now the Ipirit of fait, bitumen, petroleum, and animal oil, have been 
licld forth as the elements of thele varied ))hcnomena; the fpaw'ii of fifli now, of 
mollufcx and' tlie remains of fea animal;; ; and now' again, the gelatinous mucus 
whieli tranludes from fdh continuairy, from zoophytes, inollufca;, &c. ; fomc naturalills 
lu'.ve aferibed it to ;i Ijx’cies of movement of putrcfaclion in the fupcrficial beds of the 
ocean ; many have called light to their afliftance for expounding the myftery; and while 
tome imagine it aeling in combination, others confidcr it as exclufively rcfle£led. 
I'dcftricily could but aet a jirincipal part in this ({iialiiy of tlte fea with many, and . 
mmibors of Celebrated characters liave attributed th;‘ phorphorefeence to its agency.. 
Tslorc recently Hill, phofphorus, and its divers condiimuions, have opened a new held 
tor hvpothefis ; feme have luppofed it in thefe plicnoinem to be in a pure Hale, and 
other; coiiibincd with hydrogen. — In fliort, there are no kinds of explanation, likely, or 
abhird, which have been omitud; .and, never' Vclefs, the opinion of ilncl naturalills 
(ontimies yet uncertain as to the real caufc ol this gr;;nd phenomenon of nature. 

In tlie phyfical and meteorological part of my works. 1 fli;di have o<' aifion to examine 
more particularly thefe difivnaii theories, and llnd!, 1 trull, be :.ble to ihew how much, 
one of them excepted, they arc inadequate to the foluiion of the diil'erent data of the 
problem ; here 1 fltall merely publilh fomc* of the refuits of my experiments and long 
i el'earcbes into the fubjecl. 

I. Phofphorefccncc eU'entially pertains to all f( as ; it h ;dikc obfervttble in the middle 
of the equatorial regions, in the feas of Norway, and Siberia, and in thofebf 
antardtic pole. 


itiofl. precife, and lead fnfceptihle of entliufiafm or tx:ir;jrci:ui.'n. It will be f'lffieiept T lltould fpecify 
tlie nanicr. of Coo!;, La Peroiife, Labiilanlietr, VaiU'ouvti, llanka. K[)arm:ujii, Solandcr, L'amanon, 
Dapics de la Maniievilettc, !,e Gentil, Adamfeii, Fietirieii, Marchand, Stnvorinus, SpallanMni, Bour/.ciV,, 
Linnxua, Pifon, Hiinltr, Byron, Beal,_ Adler, Itailigcb, ^^ar^l'lls, Dt Genties, Hlerne, Da^jelet, 
Dieqncmane, Bacon, Lcfijarlot, Lieflingiio, Shaw, Sloanc, 'raciiavd, Defnbty, O/.anam, Barirr, 
Tgrnltrcim, Mavfigli, Kalm, Natfaii, Poyloppedan, Moroj^uc, I’liipp?^ Poutrincourt, Heittm.m, Kircli- 
Witytr, Anfun, Ficzier, Le Mnirc, Vannti, Rhnmpe, Rogers. Urahe, .'.c. 

2. Circum- 
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2. Circumftances alike, phofphorefcence is generally more powerfully exhibiteff ' 

and more conftant between the tropics, or near to them, than m latitudes more towards 
the poles. ® 

3. The co^ftantly warmer temperature of the cquinoxlal feas appears to be the 

mediate caufe of this difference. ' 

4. Under fimilar rircumftances, phofphorefcence exifts on a grander fcale and more 
conftantly along coafts, in narrow feas and ftraits, than in wide extending feas and at 
diftance from land. 

5. Commonly this phenomenon is'apparent in proportion to the roughnefs of the fca, 
and the darknefs of the night. 

6. It is however perceptible even in the calmefl; weather, and the brightcfl moon- 
light. 

7. All the phenomena of the phofphorefcence of fea water, however multiplied and 
fmgular, are afcribable to one caufe, the luminoufnefs attached to fea animals, and 
moil; efpecially to mollufcje, and other foft zoophytes. My numerous experiments, 
and the beautiful feries of phofphorefcent animals executed by M. Lefueur, will I truff 
empower me to remove all rational doubt of this important truth. 

8. The adive phofphorefcence inherent in animals, different in every refpeft from the 
weak light, which in certain inflanccs emanates from putrid decompofition, is fo com- 
pletely dependent on the organization and life of thefe animals, that it incrcafes with 
their growth, diminifhes with their decay, becomes extind with their life, and after 
death is incapable of reprodudion. 


SECT. V. Obfervatiom pertaining to Natural Hi/lory. 

HOWEVER varied my obfervations onphyfics and meteorology, they did not abforb 
all my time ; fo much may there be bellowed to ftudy on board of fhip, where, far from 
the bufy hum of cities, man finds himfelf fo completely removed from all family duties, 
or the courtefies of friendlhip, from all relations in fhort of focicty. The ftudy of 
mollufcae, or pelagic zoophytes, in particular, employed 'all my leifure moments : it 
had been moft efpecially recommended to me by M. Cuvier, who may, if the expref- 
fion is allowed, be looked upon as the creator of this important clafsof the animal king- 
dom, and whofc counfels and inftruftions ferved to regulate my enquiries. My col- 
leagi^ Mauge, my friend Lefueur, worked with me in concert, and we had thegrateful 
fatisfa«ion to make, in this ftudy, difeoveries equally numerous and interefting ; but 
the detail of thefe being incongruous to our narrative, it will fuffice 1 prefent, in a rapid 
fketch, a pidure of fome of thefe animals, too long negleded by naturalifts, and 
which, by the fingularity of their form, their extraordinary organization, the beauty 
of their hues, and the variety of their habitudes, fo richly merit the attention of the 
enlightened part of the community. 

At the head of thefe animals prefents itfelf the Phyfale, a fpecies of zoophytes which, 
by means of a membranous bladder, much refembling that of certain fifh, always floats 
on the furface of the Iba } a fort of mufcular and membranous ridge, which rifes lon- 
gitudinally in folds from the upper part of the inflated veficle, furnifties the animal 
with a real fail, the dimenfions of which it can vary at plcafure, to fuit the force and dl- 
redion of the wind ;* to this fingularity, no doubt, are attributable the names by which 
it is <iiftingui(lied,of frig£ete,gaelette^ galley^ &c. names given it by failors of all nations : 
a treacherous animal, it.extends over the lurface of the water numerous feelers, feveral 
feet ilrlfength, of an ultramarine blue colour extremely lively and bright. Woe to the 

hand 
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hand th^t ventures to lay hold on them ; the fenfation of a burn is not more fudden 
than that of the hidden poifon of thefe inftruincnts of prey. An infupportable pain in 
the part touched by them, and a complete nupibnefs in the correfponding limbi arc 
the almoft inftantaneous eifedls of the llighteli contact. Sometimes little white blifters 
are raifed on the Ikin, fimilar to thofc occafioned by flinging nettles, caufing a very 
poignant fuiart, which generally lafls from twenty-four to lix-and-thirty hours. What 
is the nature of this fubtle poifon ? No pofitive experiment has hitherto been made of it ; 
all that I can fay myl'elf from trial is, that on inmierging this animal in water ftrongly 
impregnated with any acid whatever, and efpccially fiilphuric or muriatic acid, the 
beautiful blue colour of its feelers immediately became red, as if the clement of their 
colour was of a vegetable nature. 1 muft add, this filli feems to poflefsa fpecially ftu- 
pifying power over the animals on which it feeds ; for, otherwife, it would be impof- 
lible to conceive how' an animal fo weak as the phyfale can retain in its nets, and in a 
manner devour alive, fiflies four or five inches in length, as we had frequent oppor- 
tunities of obferving. For this laft purpofe, the galley employs a prodigious number of 
fuckers, which depend from the lower part of the airy veficle, and which are fur- 
rounded by the poifonous feelers 1 have delcribed. 

Next to the phyfales in intereft arc the Fhyflbphores ; fl)fr, gelatinous animals of the 
moll beautiful colours ; their bodies arc fupported on the waves by means of a veficle, 
of the fhape of a very fmall olive, and with a very thick coat, the interior of which is 
filled with ap'. Is the animal felicitous of plunging into the deep, a valve falls, the air 
by which the bladder is inflated cfcapes, the fpecific gravity of the animal increafes, and 
it finks. Does it wifli to re-afeend, a new 'bubble of air feems to be developed, or 
rather inftantancoully created, the little refervoir again extends its fides, the valve 
clofls, aiul the phylfophore, now rendered buoyant, rifes to the furface of the fea. 

'fhe Vetelles obtain the fame end from different means ; on the back of the animal, 
which prefents the figure of a fmall wherry with its bottom upwards, a fort of crefi; or 
ridge, extremely thin, light, tranfparent, and cartilaginous, rifes in an oblique man- 
ner ; this is a large fail which ferves the vetelle to dircfl its movements, and to vary 
and increafe their velocity : always keeping clofe to the wind, this elegant azure boat 
advances in order, tacks with rapidity, and changes its courfe according to its pleafure 
or need, and rarely fails of attaining the prey it purfucs ; this overtaken, it enfolds it 
within its numerous feelers, difpofed round the boat, and devours it by means, of the 
multiplex fuckers which hang from its lower exterior. 'I'hc elegance (u the form of 
this animal, the tranfparency of its fail, the beautiful mantle of blue wdth which it is 
clad, all concur to render it one of the moft pleafing fpecies of the family to which it 
belongs j indeed, nothing can afford a more charming picture than thefe animals, 
when, in calm weather, they manoeuvre by thoufands on the furface of the fea, and 
refemble lo many gay flotillas, directed by the lame principles employed in naval taCtics 
by man. 

In the Berocs nature feems to have exhaufted hcrfelf to produce the utmoft grace 
and brilliancy in the elegance of its figure, the richnefs of its hues, and the variety of 
its movements. The fubftance of them, fiiperior in pcilucidity to the clearefl cryftal, 
is generally of a beautiful rofe-colour, that of the opal,' or azure ; their form is more 
or lefs fpheroidic : eight or ten longit.udinal ribs are difpofed arodnd it, each formed of 
a prodigious number of fmall tranfverfal leaves, extremely thin, and of aftonilhing mo-, 
bility : thefe conftitutc the effential organs of motion or the.animal. By the help of 
thefe myriads of little paddles, -worked at pleafure, this 'animal direCls its courfe at will 
towards its prey, to avoid an enemy, or in circular revolution about its own axis ; by 

thefe. 
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thefc» in.lbort, it effects whatever manoeuvre it needs. What more adtaicable m 
the jifoes, light being decompofed by the effefl: of its movei|Ceiii!% equally rapid as 
vasSKs, its longitudinal ribs become as many living prifmSi |lt|d envelope the animal 
like eight or ton rainbows, fo animated^ find lb undulating, WMshlgtiage cur the pencil 
mull in vain attempt to deferibe their beauty. , 

What lhall I fay now of that other fpccies of zoophytes, which, limilar to a btlautiful 
wreath of cryftal of an azure hue, fwims on the furface of the waves, and lifts above 
them in fucceflion its diaphanous Jcaflsls, in figure refcmbling thofe of ivy ! Its beau- 
tiful rofy feelers extend to a dillance in fearch of its prey } it touches it, andiinllantly 
it is caught In the fatal net. The animal then contrafts itfelf fo as to form a kind of 
circle round the food it has feized. Myriads of fuckers, comparable to long leaches, 
dart at the fame inftant from the leaflets 1 iiave noticed, and which, in a Hate of relt, 
ferve to cover and protect them. Pafled but a few feconds, and the moll bulky prey is 
no longer to be fecn. Shall I dwell on the admirable phofphorefcent property common 
to the majority of animals of this clafs, but which in this manifefts itfelf in a more than 
ufualiy lively and fplendid degree, and which in the midll of darknefs gives it the fimi- 
litudeof a garland of fire and light ? 

What lhall I fay alfo of thofe Tanthines, of a purple colour, which make their way 
over the furface of the waves fufpended by a white bunch of airy bladders ? Of thole 
numerous legions of Salpa, of a rofy, azure, or an opal colour, which form floats of 
thirty or forty leagues in extent, and Ihine with fplendour in the dark ? Of thofe Me- 
dufse, equally phofphorefcent, which prefent fo many Angular forms in tlleir organiza- 
tion, fo many delicate lhades of colour ?, Of thofe Pyrofomes lhaped like an enormous 
finger of a glove, which exhibit no apparent loco-motive organ, no organ of digellion, 
or of reproduction even, but which cover the fea with their innumerable h.olls. 'I'lie 
fubftance of thefe animals is brilliant in fuch a degree, during the prevalence of tlark- 
'nefs, as to alTimilate with molten iron ! Shall I here deferibe thole charnting Glauci, 
of an ultramarine blue, with a filver band on the back, which refcmblc lb many pelagic 
lizards ? Their gills (^brancliirc) ramified like handfomc llirybs, ferve them at once to 
fvvim with and for lungs. Shall I recall to mind thofe Pneumodermes whicli the cele- 
brated M. CuvicT, to whom 1 fent fevcral fpecimens, conceives Ihould conflitute a new 
order* in the clal's to wliich they belong, and which have the organ of refpiration on the 
pf)flcrior part at' the back ? Shall 1 fpeak of thofe Hyalcs, whofe cantonments are the 
vicina^ of the Cape of Good Hope, and which, protefted only by a fliell, extremely 
thin, fragile, light, diaphanous, and horny, yet delight in the ftprmy waves of the 
Southern ‘Ocean? One is tempted to take’tnefe beautiful raollufcae, on feeing them 
difplay their purple fins, for fo many turtles in miniature ; and, in faCl, it is by that 
name they are delignated by failors. 

Shall J1 dwell on the difeovery oi' the living Spirula, which at length rejfolves the great 
problem of the mode of formation of thofe lingular Ihclls with leveral cells, wiiich, 
under the names of Nuninjulltes, jSelemnites, horns of Ammon, Ilipparites, lenticular 
Hones, Tumlites, &c. JR’c of fuch note in the luHory of the revolutions of our planet, 
of which fo ftnall a number of fpecies Ihould feem to have d'ciped the great catallrophes 
of nature, ^ the living animals pertaining to which were hitheito unknown to natu- 
•ralifts ? ' • - 

rimfe azure Porpites, in the membranous Iheli of whic^ t^;Iearned 
a recognition of the type of fome fpecies of uummulh 3 tf(‘WiiWS>ncen> 

Ju Mufeam Natar«lle, No. ai,p. a 
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i lUt mere indication of the new and interefting objefts. 
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moic ipecic‘$*.^jOf animals were on this i)i ( imi^n nie iruus ui (.>iir tim- 

gence ; ptHtmany of thofe aminals form new genera, or i ven new orders ; tlial among 
ihefe genera there is a fiflt, remarkable not fmly fca* its colours, luftrous \viih gold and 
purple, but ftill more for the puftulous conic \eficles wiih which its iiucguiucnts are 
bnlllcd, «ttd \\hi(h oblige it to float conllanily on the furlace ot ihc lea. 


onr long voyngc from Europe to India,' would occa- 
th(^ Jimite of this chapter: ii will be fufliciont to add that 

occafion the f/uits of our dili- 


CaAP, IV, (SZ/ry iti iJjl' hJe rf /v ./.'Yr. 

• ft ^ ; ■' ■' 

(/ ''i' 05th March to 25fh Ajiril iKoi.] 

Mp(Q of the 1 J}and.'\ AFTER a long voyage, the iight of anv land is, 
doubikfej^eafing to the navigator j but how much the mure pl/aiing, wlien ii is that 
wliere he Wiall meet with itten, with the maiiiurs and language ol his native country ! 

in addition, the pidweftiue appearance of the lile of Erance, the extraordinary 
lorin of its mountains, the verdure with which its ilirfaro then was clothed, the multi- 
plicity of dwellings and plantations dilcovered in the diihmce,— all contributed to 
give a new clyrin to the delight we experienced on attaining tins firii term of our 
voyage. 

AS;ac, P^tti «, Dimutfiom.'} The Ifie of France, firft dii'eoveved bv the Porluguefe, 
who railed It ('criic, afterwards occupied by the Dutch under the name of the'ifland 
oi JManritius, and now by the French, who changed this lall denominaton for that it 
IxTirs at prefen t ; the llle of E'rance, I fay, is a imull illand of the Indian Ocean, 
eommonly included in the divifion of Africa ; fitnatc within the tropics, at only ' 
three d^recs from that of Capricorn; it is of an irregular oval form ; at its greateft 
iengrh it ijjcaiurts Icarcely eleven jeiagues; the breadth is barely eight; the circum- 
ferenci is eftimuted to bt 45, and its furface, according to the Abbe de' la Caillo, is 
4:;2,r.Potoifcs ; it is 30 leagues north-eafl of the Ilk of Reunion 1 , the foil of which, 
like Its own, is emit elyj volcanic; but its mountains arc much more elevated and 
n /till jioflellus a burning volcano^ 


* This ii an moi : for taifea iliould be read aipens communs. M. ilc la Caili 
>;(omctnclHy in 1753 \ his itIfuUs are given bebw reduced to Englifli nuariuc. 

^<l(i aorth to fouth «. 67,970 yardfi or miles 5 furlongs. 

- - 47,157 — 26 r> - 

fjttej «i 193,258 — 109 6 

^ *" 424,137 Britifli fatuie aerts, 
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ww 1^rih*eafl: be inclnded, the figure of the ifland is the fi udrum of a cone, the 
lining foom iiorth*ead-by*norch to fouth-well^^y-wt ft, mcalurcs EnglifK 
!tK»th« dplKifite ftictre tlw breadth is 25 Englifli miles. • Tr. (From Mtmoires de 
«»««»» 54 , p. u 8.) 

pie* diilsnt HOrth-caft-by-eafl: from the Ifle of Reunion, ^ow again called 
fubjed to the Biitifh crov^n. Tr. 
contradicts this from miffiUe examinavion of the 
are mi aggregation pulverized madrijK’ics, coral, 

Jjfiojimk of Jtbe llle of I^fwce, Mom Brabant, is but 424 toifes in hciplit, while the 
lod of Boorboo are of ekvatbn of fron> 14 to i6oo loiico. 
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Winds, Hurricanes."] The predominant winds in the Ifle oL,JFrancc ase thofe from 
the caft-fouth-caft, the fouth-eaft, and fouth-fouth-eaft, the inoft uilutary and grateful that 
can blow in thefe parts. Thofe froAi the north and the weft, and efpecially from the 
north-weft, bring rain with them, and tiknoft conftantly accompany the hurricanes that 
lay wafte the colony at intervals ; but^which hurricanes are laid to be far more rare 
than formerly fincc the land has been cleared extenfively of trees. Among the inoft 
famous hurricanes of modern years thofe are cited of 1786 and 1789. 'I'hc firft took 
place on thte 1 5th of December 1786; the fca on this occafion rofc three feet eight inches 
above the height of the higheft tides ; the barometer funk 12,3 lines, within the fpace 
of foiir-and-twcnty hours ; there fell 73 linos of rain, independent of thunder and 
lightning, which were nearly incelfint throughout the whole of this terrible ftorin ; a 
meteor was remarked, refeinbling a globe of fire, follow'ing the direction of the wind, 
then from the north-weft, and difappeared behind the mountains of Moka. This 
meteor was confidcrably elevated in the atmofpherc, and feemed nearly half the fize of 
the moon. 

The fecond hurricane, ftill more difaftrous than this, took place on the fame day and 
month, that is to fay, the 1 5th December 1789 : its duration was about twenty-three 
hours, during which the barometer funk 14,9 lines ; the mercury w'as fo much agitated 
in the tube that its ofcillations extended through the fpace of two lines. Flalhes of 
a pale light were evolved from its furface that filled the whole vacuum of the tube. 
The fea prefented a horrid appearance, and the waves dafhed with fuch impetuv>fity 
that many veflels were thrown upon the rocks, and fome even foumlered iVt tlieir moor- 
ings in the port. The diftrlfts of Moka, Flak, the Pamplemoufles, and La Riviciv 
du Rempart, were, in particular, terribly ravaged by the hurricane, during which there 
fell 104 lines of rain. 

Notwithftanding this momentary ruin, the confcquence of hurricanes, experience 
, feems to prov'e them of real benefit to the country, by the foil acquiring new vigour 
from their periodical return, and by the atmofphere being rendered more falubrious 
by them : thus Nature, even in her wanderings, difplays her liberality, and readers 
evil itfelf an inftrument of benefadion ! 

Earthquakes.] Earthquakes ar,e extremely unfrequent in the Ifle of France ; they 
ftill are not wholly unknown. In the morning of the 4th Auguft 1786, two pretty 
ftrong fhocks were experienced, which however were produflivc of no injury. 

'Thunder.] Thunder, without being frequent, is yet not uncommon; as in our 
climates, it is rarely heard except in the hotter months, that 4 s tofay, Oftober, Novem- 
ber, Dccomber, and January. The mean of nine years’ obfervations gives fifteen days 
in each year for its occurrence. 

Hail.] Hall is a phenomenon extraordinary in the ifland, but of which fome ex- 
amples are cited : on the lolh December 1799 fome fell in the plains of Moka. 

Rain'.] Rains arc generally very frequent, and exceedingly copious. At the 
north-weft port the numbar of rainy days are annually from 105 to 140 ; they are ftill 
more numerous in the plains of Moka; in the year 7 (1798) they amounted to 198 ; 
in the year 8 (1799} to 193 ; which, in* either cafe gives more than half the days of 
the year as rainy^days. 

Ri-uers.] This frequency of rain, the height, of the mountains, the forefts which 
crown their fummits, an<J the bafaltic nature ^ the foil, which prevents any deep 
penetration of the water, muft beVonfidered the principal caufes of the multiplicity 
of rivers, which, independent of rivulets, fources,^ antf torrents without number, 

* ' '• * exceed 
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exceed forty, all of them hiconfidcrable indeed, but wliich, nevcrthelcfs, colledively 
dii'charge a very great portion of water, 'i'hii; pl jntcouihcls of rivers and rivulets 
powerfully contributes to a fertility of foil, a llreiigth of vegetation, of which in cur 
climates, lefs favoured by nature, we fcarccly Caii form an idea. * 

However abundant the rajns in the Ifle of France, ftili is it an opinion generally 
received in the country that they have much dtcrealed within the laft five-and-tw'enty 
or thirty years ; and every body attributes it to the extenfive clearing of the land by 
felling the woods, a procefs which, of late years ai'pecially, has been purfue^ with too 
much indiferetion. This opinion is general with all the planters, as well thofe of old 
ftanding as new fettlers. All of them affirm that the rivers bring with them vifibly 
a much frnallcr volume of water than formerly ; that many fprings are dried up, 
and that vegetation ceafes to be equally adtivc ; this ialt effect they attribute, alfo, lefs 
to the exhauftion of the foil, than the abfence.of the acculloincd moifture. Affuredly 
it is far from impoffible that the indifcrcct felling of the forefts may have much tended 
to diminifli the quantity of rain ; but it is alfo very poffible that the prefent quantity, 
continuing the fame, may be more than I'ufficient for the demands of vegetation ; for 
the firlt confcquence of rendering bare the foil, is a more prompt and efpecially a 
more confiderable evaporation ; but whatever may be the value of this laft remark, 
it is not lefs incontcftjble that the felling of trees has in almoft every quarter of the 
iflantl been profecuted with a blameable excefs. Already, even, wood is fcarce in the 
vicinage of the north-weft port j and M. Cere afl'ures me that, in his youth, the whole 
plain of the Pamplemoufles w'as covered with forefts. They have been replaced by 
plantations and dwellings*. « 

Temperature.'} The temperature of the Ifle of France is not by much fo great as 
might be prefumed from its latitude. In fadt, from a feries of daily obfervations, 
made with great nicety for tliree fucceffive years at the plantation of Miniffy, be- 
longing to one of the brothers Monneron, (a name not held in lefs efteem in India * 
than in Europe,) I find that the maximum of heat in the year 7 was fcarcely 22° ; ia 
the year 8, 21,8 '; and in tjie year 9,22°: the minimum in each of thefe years was 
from 13'’ to 14'’. Moft commonly the heat is in fummer from 18° to 20* ; in winter, 
from 15° to I S''. Hence, in all this part of the ifland, it is the cuftom to have fires 
in winter t ; the nights in particular are very cool, and I myfelf have fenfibly expe- 
pcncfd the necefliiy of being well covered at that feafon. 

In the plain of the Pampleniouffes, the temperature is not greater than in thofe of 
Wilhems and Moka. M. Cere, who diligently remarked the thermometer through a 
fpace of thirty years, affured me that that inflrument very rarely rifes higher than 25'’ 
that fuch a phenomenon fcarcely happens once in five years ; that ftili more feldom. 
it attains 26° J ; and that, in this laft cafe, the circumftance is almoft conftantly fol- 
lowed by violent tempefts or hurricanes. Expofed on many occafions from upon till 
one o’clock to the action of the fun, his thermometer never rofe higher than 40’ § . 

• The great Frederic ordered a foreft to be cleared : Sire/' faid a courwer, if Your Majeftjr con- 
tinues after this manner, you will render wood fcarce^'— “ But the w’oods will be replaced by ficldi, 
which employ more hands," was the Monarch’^ reply, and feed more moults ; ana I would rather 
have me u for fubje^ta than trees/’ Tr. * 

t 4“ of Reaumur is equal to 57 J ' of Fahrenheit ; 150 of R. to 59® of F. R. to of F. ; 

20*^ of R. to 68® of F. ; and 22® of R. to 71^® of F 1 prefume from^he aflimilatujrti 6f thele data to 
others given in the Mem. de BAcad. Francoife, that the theriTiometcr of Reaumur is that alluded to by 
M.PtrSn. Tr. • 

t 7 of Fahrenheit, 104® of Fahrenhoit.* 

5 J£ 2 
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J his remarkable peculiarity of moderate temperature in the interior of the 
111 c ol France is confequent, ill, on the hnall ei^^t of the ilhqd ; 2d, oa its^,infular 
pofitionjiittidftdf ^eieaj 3d,ontKen{unt!ei^fthepi^doqii^Uil^^ the em- 
inence of mountains of tolerable elevtftion, which cover a ^drtion of oa 

the ]opefts,''whicb are yet extenfive In tfie interior of thejfland ; 6th, o^'l^iWiHjuency 
ami abundance of rain ; and ytb, on the multiplicity of rivers and fprii^j wbid^Riain^ 
tain a perpetual coolnefs in the inferior ftrata of the atmofphcre. 

At tbA.north-weft port the te,mporjature is much higher than in the red of the 'fland: 
from a long feries of obfervalions made by M. Liflet, a former correfpondent of the 
Academy or Sciences, tlie maximum of heat experiencedat the town of the port isauhijaH* 
*, wd evert 29,5° The thermometer, neverihelcfs, was never remarkc- 
by M. liiflet to rife to 30“ §. The months of December, January, and February a 
the liotteft. It is not only on account, of its higlier temperature that the atniiTph' re 
of the north-well port is incommodious and fatiguing; its perfcfl llagnation, lb frcciucm 
at this place, renders it Hill more fo. This, as well as the fuperior h 'at experienced there, 
i:; owing to its pofition in a deep bottom, furrour-deJ on all fidcs by the mountains 
J.,a Decouverte, Lc Pover, Pietcr-bot, and Long Mountain ; a pofition which A pi ives it 
of the immediate adion of thofe cooling and lalutary breezes from the foutli-eall and 
fouth-fpjUth-eaft, of which I have before fpoken. 

Banker."] Except on occafions of hurricanes, the barometer maintains iifelf in 
the north-weft port between 27 inches 9 lines and 28 inches 3 or 4 lines ; but in tin, 
more efeyated plains of Moka tliis inftrument very rarely exceeds, and ’is almoll con- 
Itanily fewer than 27 inches, , 

Samrity.l Thel'e remarks on the phyfical Hate of the 111 c of Franco arc not only 
importfeit in a meteorological view, but as they refer to the hoaitli edthe inhabitants. Fo.r 
it cutijifel lie difficult to apprehend from the obfervations 1 have adduced, that the more 
adiv0; cobi, arid lighter air of Moka, the plain of Wilhems, he, agrees much Iktttr 
with conftitutions and convalefcents than the Hilled atnKifphcrc of the north-well 
port on the fame account, the lively air of the pljia of Wilhems is prejudicial 

to weak and delicate lungs : now experience, in both ihefc cafes, confirms the 

' liedum^s pf reafon and analogy. Notwithllanding this incorn enicncc, complaint 
wou^i^jljiBjuft,as it is to thefe fame qualities of the air that the Illc of France is in- 
debtriiilbf 'its juftly merited reputation of falubrity, and the abfence of thofe ilreadlul 
ievers’^bfempn to %tavia, thp Philippines, Moluccas, Madagafcar, and the major part 
of thp.^iii5itorial countries. 

Maladies,'} Wft mull: not» however, with feme enthufialls, imagine the 
Ille exempt from pvery endcmial malady; unfortunately it is fubjed to many, 

the nfe;^ ftiriipidable from the dirapylty of their befeg avoided. Indeed, not to mention 
conipfefelfelb the cliefl, which are vt^c^m,0lt, and of the leprofy, which, anciently un- 
kaovrii|;|^|l& illand, at this time feckfeis ajaphtber of vi£lims, even among the white 
popi^pp^ .: jrirery kind of afi*^ion of the dmary palTage is known here in an extra- 
urdiii^i^lttb^her of inftances, difoid( 9 ;« that lieem eljpedaliy to depend on the quality of 
the vritk^V from the chemfeal ptmlyfeaoif M* Deliife, appear to hold in felutiou 
a great . fmbpQrifenpfcalcal'e<^ 

ibe Mi « iip»r my individual obfervations, 
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an4 ytf X-iflut-Gcofiroy, a hafty fltetch of the iBeteorofo^ oUhe Ifle of France. 




ap{ 


'Thi« i; ioul geologi<&! detaite 

'w^il uusvd { they are tlitfe offiprinff of our^ 

, 1*^ tfle of Frgnce is ^titirefy volcatiK $ hut 
the extin^oo of its Bros, and fome grea^ revoluti 
tiw ftdte of this anebnt crater. In faft, all th(i tpoR.^,,^ — tt.™ 
around it hfco a girdle of immenfe ramparts ; a)l of them Bope.»X^ 
gree towards the fea, while, towards the center Qf the i0at}4»wcit',i^ 
oftentimes perpendicular. All thefe mountains ate formw of 
frotn the emter of the ifland towards the fea : thefe beds have, the owp wi 
pxa^l: correfpondcnce ; and where thej are interrupted by mtervenlnj 
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fifiures, they are Ron reproduced at refatKe heights on the oppofite fidw of ^h of the 
jnnuntaiits wlnc'i form the vallics c»r fiffurcs., Fipom thefe obfervadons;, it inccrateftibly 
refiilti? ih u all of «h mt have the fame origin, all due fame date of formation j and that, 
foiiuerly uniud, they could only be feparat^ afterwards by Ibme violent and fudden 
revc lotion. 

‘ Wha can thl-. lafl. revolution have been ? All faffs unite to prove that thft whole 
ifland once formed ttnc enormous burning mountain * j that exhaufted, If t may fay, 
by lie eruptions, it bent under its weight, engulphed in its abyfles the major part of its 
mafs, and left (landing of its immenfe vault nothing but its foundations j the wreck of 
which, opciiing at diflerent prints, forms the prefent mountains of the iflandf. Some 
elevation', .ftitons) of coni form, in the center of the country, the Piton du Centre, 
for cxiiiiple, rppear of an origin poflerior to ^he falling in of the crater, and feem to 
have been the lalt vent by which the fubterranean fires exhaled their vapours. 

Mineral ProduHtomj\ “ Such is, generally, the phyfical organization of the Ifle 
of France, I fhall ablUin fi'om entering more largely into the fubje£l, as it would b«t 



porphyritic, with cryftals of peridot | of divers fhades, occafionally prifatatiej of 


who tninotely examm(.d the geology «nd mineralogy of Ae Tfle of 
deroie Fianvotfr, 171^4, denies thl» pofi« 



* M. Gentil, Royal Academician, 

France, and wbofe memoir u publiihed in the Memoires de I’Academie Fianvotfr, 171^4. 
tion ahogttliLi, and adduces n|;gumeat*,of far greater validity than the theoretic niTnmptiona of M Bailiy, 
aflumptionB altogether unfupported by aitkl^{|r, calcined i^F ntelted l|o»e«, traiifi^tAice. or 

fcorite, found wherever volcanaes, bavb ioethldijagao Mj, Ch^ 1 |, feen, any wKerr I 

France i while fehidos, fretdone, granite, ihtd id iibir tmtnnd tW 4 » land witbout^eli 

are fbhnd in various parts of the Utand, whwb not be, had, aa Mt BaSfy affnmef, r W 
immenfe vokatOw Ta. 

t Should not then thefe mouatalad ];|iauiclpate to the natme of volcanic matter ? ThaM 
for although on tite ibore dear the Ifland of Anther fome ’volcanic indicationa appear, they f 
t^ {NwMt of a volcano which oncaexifttd on diefpot now the ifle Flwtei finea Bory 4a Bc, 
before noticed by M. F«mt, informed him that, having vifited tbla iflanA 
crater, and hiive the Iflet Columbia is reprelented by the fame Bi 
»yage,} to be no otbilsr rlian dii enormona cotomnof bafitltU lava 
! annotation here, had not bliiadotil, j[whofe obfervations aie afft 
, , -^ifa ofttbb n«*t fchool, fmoe thfjSM. in this infttuiice, ate d«i»e4'" 

nwory atone, j[ noi|ct4 die exigence of volcanht iMpattona on the coait near ^ 
lithefe to have |>radc<idad>fn>m the Ifland oimppehon. Hie other f 
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pyroxene, and of feld-fpar, almoft always in a flate of alteration from their prlflipe 
conciiiion. 

“ Thefe rocks are eafdy decompdfod, and their ruins, carried away by the rains, 
form in the lo^v parts of the ifland thick beds c)f a reddifh fort of clay, iifed in potteries 
for making alciirrazas or permeable vales for the frigeradon of water, pots for claying 
fugar, kc. 

“ In the pores and cavities of fomc lavas, carbonated lime is foutid in a cryflallized 
date, of various forms; primitive djabafia zeolite; plDfphalc of lime, of iron, &c. 
Oxided-hcmatitc's of iron, in grains 1I10 fize o! a nut, arc found in fomc low and 
inarfhy places : this fubdance was formerly worked, bii! the fcarciiy of wood, and 
the high price of labour, foon-put a dop to the foundries and forges. 

“ To conclude this geological fltetch of the file of JTance, 1 mud add that It is 
furrounded on all points by a girdle of, madrepores, which renders approacli to it 
exceedingly dangerous : thefe madrepores Iprcad themfelvcs every day ; many illets 
are formed by them ; others alfo are continually forming of the fame elements, with a 
growth fo rapid as almod to be vifible ; and the principal ifland, by their means, is 
condautly receiving a now acccHion of territory. Of the extreme quicknefs of accu- 
mulation of thefe zoophytes, we ourfelvcs faw a mod extraordinary fpecimen. A 
ved'el, on board of which the admiral’s dag was hoided, fomc little time after* our 
departure funk in the port ; on our return, that is to lay, two years and a half after- 
wards, the madrepores had fo completely furrounded the fhip, as to identify it with 
the rock on which it fixed*. 

Vegetable Earth.^ “ The foil of the Iflc of France, as we have fecn, is clTentially 
volcanic ; but widely different in this rcl'pect from that of Tencrilie : it is covered 
almod uniformly by a bed of vegetable earth of tolerable thicknefs, which equally ad- 
mits water to filter through it, and promotes vegetation. To judge from my individual 
. obfervations, it appears evident that the principal element of this valuable foil is the 
lava itfelf, changed and decompofed by the united aftion of a long fcrics of ages, 
heat, moidure, vegetation, he. I noticed in tliofe malTes of compact lava, which form 
the mountains of the ifland, a gradation of change, which, from the mod folid bafalr, 

♦ Iflancls at great diftance fiom contintnrs, the onVin of which is demonftrativelv volcanic, rife chiefly", 
perhaps exclufively, from a confiderahlc depth of fen, as is fliewn in all the inllanccs noticed by M, 
Baiily himfelf of the volcanic ifland.s of the Atlantic, (fee chap, 2d of this vvork), and is the cafe with the 
the Ifland of Bourbon : the fiJe.s of fuch iflands, moreover, towards the Tea, arc nudged and ikep ; nowin 
neither of thefe points docs the Ifle of France afiimilate to them. The depth of water round its fliores 
is not confidcrable ; for at the dillance of fcveral miles from them are diflerent illets formed by banks 
of madrepores, the diminutive arti/.ans of which do not carry on their labours from any great profundity 
to the furface ; moreover, the rtefs vvhicli furround this ifland, many of them above the fea, are of coral 
or madrepores ; and that off Coral Point , well of the hay of the cape, according to Pernardin dc St. Pierre, 
rifes fifteen feet above the furface, and cudently points ant a rctroceflion of the fea in this part. Again, 
the fhores* in only a few parts are lofty, and where they arc the rocks are almoll conflantly compofed of 
madrepores, fragments of whipli, triturated and pulverized by the adion of the fea, not only* form 
the beach, but alfo all the low bordering lands of the ifland. Hence, as no craters, nor the Icafl fimili- 
tude of them, appeal on the*ifland, as lava, volcanic glafs, melted floncvS, puzzolana, and fcorix, arc not 
tny where found ; for what Mr. Baiily denominatfes, after M. Dolornieu, argillo-fcrruginous lava, may 
certainly be doubted be truly lava ; as, on the contrary, primitive earths arc found on the ifland, 
fchiftus, beds of (bells, undteompofed by fire ; Hones of many kinds, capable of fufion, but in an original 
ftatc ; beds of flints between rocks ; an infinity of large pebjrles, on the very fummits of Lf Decouverte, 
and the other mountains and valKes between them, of diflerent nature to the components of the roclca# and 
unchanged by fire ; hence, I fay, the hypoiftcfis of M. Baiily, prefilming this ifland to have been the crater 
of one unmenfe volcano, muft fell to the ground, and be reckoned equally gigantic and vain. Tr. 

feems 
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feems to ddcond, by a multitude of intermediary deforces, to the ve^jetable earth itfelf. 
On expofing tlus earth to the aftion of a violent fire, it fliortly alfumes a very deep 
rcd-ochf'e colour ; a confequcncc, no doubt, of 'the increafed oxidation of the iron, 
in almoft a metallic Hate, contiiincd in the unchanged bafalt. < 

Eerfiliiy of the Soil.'] “ Whatever the origin of this vegetable eartlu it is of excel- 
lent quality ; and, wherever of fuflicient depth, the progrefs and ftreagth of vegetation 
is extraordinarily great, and the number of plants cultivated with fuccefs on the 
ifland is in confcquence truly prodigious ; what iij mol^ remarkable, in midlt of fuch 
a profufion, almoft all thefe vegetables are exotic, yet naturalizid have all equally 
fucceeded. In order to form a juit idea of lliis fertility in the country we are deferib- 
ing, a vifit to the garden of the Governiaent, in tin; plain of the I’amplemouires, is 
indifpcnfable. Here it is that the refpcflaole M. Cere, in the (pace of thirty years, 
has fucceeded in naturalizing an incredible number of trees and {hrubs, brouglit, Come 
from the burning plains of Africa, others from the humid fhores of Madagafcar, 
others from China and Pega, and others again from tlie banks of the Indus and the 
Ganges ; many are indigenous of the fummits of the (iiiauts, others of the exuberant 
vallies of Cafiiemire ; moft of the illands t)f the groat arc'iipolago of Afia, Java, Su- 
matra, Ceylon, Bornea, the Moluccas, the Philippines, even Chaheite, have been put 
under contribution, tp enercafe the vegetable wealth and ornament of this garden; 
the Canaries, the Azores, have offered their tribute; the orcha.rds and fiirubberics of 
Kuropc, and the forefts of America, in the fame view, have bei’u robbed of their 
charms: hcri- many of the prod uclions of Arabia, of Poilia, Brazil, the coaft of 
Cuinea, and Calfraria, (pring into life and bpeathe a foreign air ; and we ourfelves 
enlarged its ftoro by numerous (peciinens oi the fingular vegcrables from the fortfts 
of Auflral climes. Here, wandering through long and filc'Ut alleys, are feen col- 
lected all thefe precious guefis, ailoni/lted to find thcmfelvcs tiie inmat'.'s of our. 
home ; how fweet the fenlation I experienced, on cunt(?mplating llu- teak-tree, cololfal 
lord of the cquinoxial woculs, wiiofe timber forms the almoll imperill'.able (hips of India ! 
tlic bread-fruit tree, win fe favoury food fupports ll'>e natior.s ol the great equatorial 
ocean; the rafia of Madagafcar, that valuable palm, which yields tlie delicate and 
corroborative (ago ; the nutmeg-tree, which, ravifhed by the rerpecd.il>le M. Pouvre 
from its natal (oil, will fhortly rekale us (roin the tribute we yet jriy to the Dutch; 
the clove-tree, whole nuinberlefs fruit of a beautiful rofy hue, pioducefuch a fine 
effeG, and which already yields more tlian a fuflicient fupply of dove.s for the con- 
funiption of our iflands ; the badamier, with large h aves of a mild green, which re- 
frefheiis the fight, and whicli bears a Imall elongated almond of more delicSte flavor 
than our fineft walnuts; the ebony-tree, to which we are indebted lor a wood of fo 
much value in the arts, fo precious on account of 1 lie beautiful pohlli it takes, and its 
Ihining black colour ; the PamplemoulTe-trce, the fruit of which is a kind of orange 
of the fize of a fiuall melon, and its rind made into cxct’lleiit fwcetmeats; the tama- 
rind-tree, the pads of which yield that Iwcetly tart pulp fo ufi ful and fo grateful as a 
medicine; the dwarf orange-tree of China, only afoot in height; bearing fruit the fize 
of the coffee-berry, and w Inch, like that, is diftinguifhed by its grateful lemop odour ; 
the I'lymenea, a charming tree, whofe leaves oppofed in pairs, fyntbCil of a happy 
unionj feem cotiftantly inclined to join each, other ; the areca»-trce, wiiofe elegant 
ftem rifes aloft, and produces thofe eiemcnis of areca nuts.fo much in rcquelt for 
the mafticators of betel,, of which’they form the ellcmtial bafe ; the carambolier, the 
fruit of which has four falient fides, and contains ahuinjant 'juice of a llightly acid* 
ulops tafte ; the jaquicr, a counterpart of the bread-fruit-tree, which throws out, the 
8 whole 
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whole length of its ftem, fruit of an enormous fize, and of the fhape of a long 
pumpkin, the precious aliment of Haves * ; the litchi, the tuberculous and coriaceous 
bark of which cnclofes a jmlp of extreme fragrance ; the inangooftan, a native of 
China as well as the preceding, and \i'hich in that country the people ftill perfifl; in 
atlorting to beVhe fmeft of all the known fruits; the cpflee-tree, fo well known af 
this time in Europe, the littfe berries of which, containing each two grains, are 
enveloped with a beautiful fcarlet coat ; the manguicr, refeinbling our pear-tree, and 
which, modified by culture, lil^e tiny, prefents numerous varieties; the banana-tree, 
tin; mere name of which awakens lb many plcafmg ideas, fo many grateful remem- 
brances ; the cocoa-tree, lb much celebrated in all relations of voyages, and of fuch 
fine cfiect in equatorial fcenery ; the palmiffa, or cabbage-tree, wdiich only once bears 
die precious cabbage at its fuminil, and niafuring this, dies, a cabbage nhieh may he 
prepared in fo many dilfercnt ways ; the. vclongos of Madagafcar, whole fruit, fym- 
inelricaily difpofed in an immenfe bunch, lb perfectly rc'prefents a clufler of cray-fifli ; 
the jambos, the fruit of which, fiinilar to fmall black damalcem's, like them have, an 
odorous and fugary pulp ; the jam-malac, or royal jam, which forms fuch heautifu) 
fences ; the thorny bamboo, lb well adapted for impenetrable hedges ; the raven- 
tiara, the leaf and fruit of which are fo fufccpriblc; of fiirnilhing a che.ip and grateful 
fpice t ; the avocacier, the fruit of which, clofe and yellowilli, bears iome refemblaiu e 
to our melting pears, but, more infipid, requires to be I'eafoned j ; the guava-tree, 
which in the inidll of forefts furniflics a falulary refrelliinent § ; the cimiamon-troe ul' 
Cochin China, the bark of which is not inferior to the cinnamon of Ceylon the baobab, 
monkey’s bread, or adanionia, the larg^lt and widclt fpread tree that is known ; ilie 
vacois, whofe flioots, of an immodefi: lhape, defeend ^rom its flem to form new roots, 
and whofe leaves arc employed for lb many ufeful purpofes ; the fraiigipaiiier j), whole 
beautiful alabafter-like corolla; exhale fuch an exquilite perfume ; the cotton-tree, that 
- yields us its dow'n, after the maturity of its grains which it ferved to I'wathe ; the 
iron-wood-trec, a valuable tree of rapid growth, which thrives in tlie moll ai'id fpols, 
and might poflibly be naturalized in our fouthern province ; tlie attier, the lurber- 
culous fruit of which, enclol'ed in a hard, thick, and coriaceous Ihell, is a favoury and 
delicate pulp, compared by lb many travellers to fugared cream ; the China-role, 
which, growing naturally in the midft of forclls, conftaiuly unites its blooming flowers 
to thole of the odorous jclfaminc, and the beautiful pervenche of Madagafcar ; the 
papa, whofe milky and caullic juice is employed as an excellent vermifuge, and whofe 
fruit is the choiceft at the table of the epicure ; theravinal orvraveller’s tree, fo named 
from its pVoperty of furnilhing abundance of excellent water when pierced at the 
bafe of its leaves ; the jamrofa, which bears fruit of the moll beautiful rofe-colour, 
and from which, after fermentation, a fpirit of fuch delicious Iragrance is dillilled ; 
the caflia-tree, which furniflics pharmacy with one of its mofl finiple and mild pur- 
gatives ; the date-tree, the carroulier, the myrabolan, the ben, varnifh, and incenfe 
treesi the milk-wood-tree,*the tree of Venus, the latanier, the roulfaillc, the tallow- 

Its coat refembles /bagreeii, and is of a grceoifli hue ; it is full of grains, the coats of whicli alone 
arc eaten ; thefe oonfift of a white gelatinous and fwcet flciii. Tr. 

•j This is a fpecies oi nutmeg-tree ; the effcnce prepared from the leaf unites the fragrance of the 
clove, cinnamon, and nutmeg; and the oil extratJled from it is, in the Indies, prefetred for culinary' pre- 
parations even to cloves themfekfo ; the fruit, of a globulaV form, flattened at the extremities, yields a 
more delicate perfume, but is not fo llrongly fragant as the leaf. UV. 

:{: It is eaten tjWth fuga^^ and lemon-juice, and though pleafant, is of a heating q.uality. Tr. 
j Thjp tcec refembles a medlar ; rtie flower is white ; the fruit,* which fmells like bugs, is frequently 
made intq^elly. It is afiljringcnt, and is tbc only fruit in the illand which breeds maggots. Tr. 

{{ Jei&mine-trce. 

* ' trecj 
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tree, tea-tree, Aden coffee-tree, the wax-tree of Cochin-China, foap-tree, cubeb, lilipii, 
the longana of China, the wattier, vancaffay, cacao-tree, the roocoo, cherembellier, 
bibaffier, velvet-tree, &c. &c. : but fuch is the profufion of ufcful vegetables which 
the induftry of man and his fortunate aftivity. have fucceeded in colli^fting on fo 
narrow a theatre, that even to enumerate them all would caufe me gre^rty to exceed 
the natural limits of this chapter ; and, when one reflefts that this alloniming multipli* 
cation of interefting vegetables is the refult of a few years dedicated to experiments and 
their produdion, the honourable fruit of the zeal of a i'mall number of individuals, one 
feels flrong fentiments of gratitude towanl the authors of fuch numerous benefadions, 
at the head of whom are to be claffed La Bourdonnais, the immortal Poivre, Hubert de 
(’ere, Commerlbn, Du Petit 'I'houars, and Martin. I’he importation of the cherry 
into Italy illudrilied the name of Lucullus among the Romans, and renders it dear to 
us flill. How many modern naturalills have done a hundred times more for the happi- 
nei's of the human Ipccies, yet have lived unfortunate, and unknowm even to their fellow 
countrymen. 

In order to complete the general fketch I have given, I lliould now fpeak of the animals 
of the lile of France and of its inhabitants ; but other climes and different races call for 
our enquiries ; let us then haften the termination of what further relates to our flay on 
this iiland. Proportionately great with the gratitude due from the individuals of our 
million to the inhabitants for their kind reception, were with our chief the grounds for 
repenting his having touched at this colony ; but, without entering into the unpleafant 
detail of this poVtion of our hiflory, 1 lhall content myfelf with obferving, that the third 
vt ll’el we were to have taken up here w'as refufed.usj that we w'ere unable to obtain 
any i.>l the moll indirpoulable provifions ; that we loll here forty of our beft failors who 
deferlcd, and that a great number of oiTicers, naturalifts, and artifts belonging to the 
two vodels, weary of the bad treatment they had experienced from our commander, 
or realunably alanned for the future, remained in the colony. 

It is generally allowed that the wood of hot countries is more heavy and Ilronger 
than that (jf the trees of more temperate regions ; the experiments of Mr. Liflet power- 
fully i'upport tin’s opinion : front them it refults, in fadl, that the oak of Europe, com- 
pareil in thefc two rel'pecls with twenty-two different kinds of wood of the equatorial 
regions, ranks but the i'evejttconth in point of fpecilic gravity, and only tlte nineteenth 
ill I’pecilic llretigth. (See the aime.xed table.) 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE 


Of the relatiiie Weight and Strength of federal kinds of Wood of the IJJe of France made hy 
Mr. Lisl^ Geoff ROY, Captaine du Genie Militaire^and formerly Correfpondent of the 
Academy of Sciences. 


• 

Vulgar Names, 

1 

Botanical Names. 

Weight of 
the 

Cubic Foot. 

Specific 

Strength. 

Iron Wood 

Stinking Wood 

Small leaved Natte 

White Olive 

Red Tacamahaca 7 

Teak S 

Large *Ieaved Natte 

Red Iron Wood - 

White Cinnamon - 

Black Cinnamon - 

Red Olive 

Red Colophonia - 

White Apple 

Benzoin - - - 

Monkey Apple Natte 

Marbled Cinnamon 

White Iron Wood - 
Red Apple 

Loufteau - - - 

Oak 

Red Tacamahaca 7 

Fir 3 

Big&ignon - - - 

Ballin . - - 

White Colophorua 

Siadt?nania 

Fcctidia - - 

hnbricaria 

Oka . - 

Te 6 lona grandis 

hnbricarii 

Laurus 

fllmocarpus 

Rubeniia 

Colophonia^ Burferia 
Eugenia 

Terminalia Benzoin 
Syderoxyton 

Elmocarpus - , - 

Syderoxyton 

Eugenia - • 

Antirrhaa 

Quercvs robot - 

Colophyllum Caloba • 

Eugenia - - 

Blackwellia 

Merignia 

lbs. oz. 

87 12 

75 2 

74 j 

63 2 

53 2 

72 I 

84 10 

56 '8 

41 14 

56 6 

59 2 

6 i 4 

57 4 

57 3 

58 14 

58 4 

60 0 

56 8 

56 1 

52 5 

<54 3 

47 “ 
49 3 

3872 

3141 

3100 

2917 

2720 

2660 

2367 

2317 

2290 

2037 

2087 

*015 

2005 

1900 

1880 

1783 

1750 

1750 

1702 

1618 

1500 

1 coo 

* 35 ° 

Experiments to determine the relative ftrength of the different woods may be 
made in various Vays : that employed by Mr. Liflet was the followirtg ; he pre- 
pared prifms of equal dimenfions every way, as nearly as polEble, of the different 
woods } lafd them on two fupporters ffrmly fixed in the ground ; and fufpend^ 
from the middle of the prifms the.weight requilite to break them. The weight 
required determined the relative ftrength 6 f the different woods to be, as in the 
itbble above. 
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B O O K ir. . 

FROM the isle OF FRANCE TO* ^TIMOR INCLUSIVELY. 

CHAP. V. — Voyage from the JJle of France to New Holland : LetAvin*s Land, 
fFrom 25th April to the 19th June iSoi.j 

THE 25th April 1 80 r , we failed from the Ifle of France, dircfting our courfe to New 
Holland : we had fcarcely got under weigh before it was announced to us from our 
commander that, from that day, we fliould only have an allowance of half a pound of 
newly-baked bread every ten days ; that the allowance of wine per diem would be 
changed for thrcc-fixtcenths of a bottle of the bad rum of the Hie of France, bought for 
a trifle in that colony ; and that bifeuit and fait meat from that time was to be our only 
food. Thus, on the very outfet of a voyage, as tedious as difficult, we were at once 
abridged of bread, wine, andfrcfli provifions. Woeful prelude to, and chief fource of 
the misfortunes whicii afterwards overwhelmed us. 

I'he 26ih and 27th we had gulfs of wind and rain ; the 29th, in latitude 25“ fouth, 
the barometer had rifen from 28*’ 3' to 28’’ 4' 5' : through the whole of the night it 
rained, but gently. By the 5th May we reached the 29th degree of latitude and the 
64th of longitude calf. From the 5th to the i ith we had cloudy, damp, and rainy 
weather, produced and maintained by the winds from the north-eaft, north, and north- 
north-weff ; thefe winds at length brought on a violent gale of three days duration, in 
the courl'eof which the barometer funk nine lines. The 9th, efpecially, w'as a Ihocking 
one ; the fea run high and was covered with foam, the winds blew in impetuous gulls, 
and the torrents of rain were perpetual till the next day at noon. 

From the nth to the 15th we continued our courfe under the parallel of about 33“ 
of latitude, the barometer maintaining itfelf at 28" 4' to 5, and the thermometer gra- 
dually finking from 22 to 12“. The temperature of the fea at its furface exceeded, but 
in the flighteft degree, that of the atmofphere. 

From the 15th to the 20th we continued to make but little way towards the fouth, 
on the hill day not having advanced beyond the 35th degree : but we already were loo” 
call of Paris, and were confequently not more than about 150 leagues from the weftern 
point of New Holland, which our commander was refolved to make. 

In fael, the length of tim’c occupied in our palTagc from Europe to thclllc of France, 
and our ftay at this laft place, much longer than it ought to have been, had caufed us to 
lofe a part of the fcafon favourable for the profecution of our defigns, and our chief 
was fearful of making Van Diemen’s land ; he confequently refolved on commencing 
his exploratory expedition with the north-well point of New Holland, referving for the 
1 ‘pring his voyage to the fouth. This determination gave uncafmefs to us all, becaufe 
it was not imperatively exafted by our real pofitioh ; the feafoil, though already far ad-' 
vanced, was hot fo much as to hinder our proceeding to double tlTc fouth cape j and as, 
from that point, we had to return to the equattmal regions, it feemed to us but a pru- 
dent part to have more clofely refpefted the inllruftions of govemmferft, which we 
knew to be the refult of profound, meditation and the moll extenfivfe ref^rch. In fuc- 
ceffipn will be feen how much this firft change in the^ order ofaiur operatigas wasj from' 
its confe(}ueiices, produ'fMve of others. . ,l 

, From the 2 ill to the 25th May we continued to near the eallem coall of ^t% cmi- 
tinent we c<Une to explore j we neverthdefs were more thah 160 leagues dillan^, from' 

5 F 2 " ' it. 
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it, and already all the meteorological inftruments experienced the influence of its neigh- 
bourhood : in fad, during the firft part of our voyage, I obferved that the eaft winds 
were uniformly moift ; that they were almoft conftantly accompanied by fogs, flioWers, 
and even violent torrents j all the inftruments fhewed a progrelfion analogous to the 
ftate of the jRmofphere. By thefe fame winds the thermometer was raifed, the hygro- 
meter propel led,,to wards faturation, &c. and the mercur/ lowered in its tube; but fcarcely 
were we under the lee of New Holland before thefe ’ivinds, which could not reach us till 
after traverjtng this continent at its broadeji part, exhibited a charatler completely the re~ 
•verfe. Under their influence* the atmofphere was clear and ferene ; the hygrometer 
gradually denoted lefs humidity ; the barometer rofe ; only the thermometer marked 
flill the fame or a llightly increafed temperature : furprized at a change fo rapid and 
complete in the meteorological phenomena,! reflededon all its circumftances,analyfed all 
its elements, and at length concluded,! might deduce from it the remarkable confequence, 
that the part of New Holland to which we proceeded mufl: be chiefly a low country, 
deftitute of high mountains, of great forefts, and of large collcftions or even confiderable 
ftreams of water. It is not for me to digrefs in order to enter into a detail of the me- 
moir which ! digeflcd on this fubjeQ ; it will be fufiicient ! fliould obferve, that our 
commander, the aftronomer, and thofe of my friends to whom 1 communicated it fevcral 
days before we came in fight of land, though flruck witli the congruity of- the deduc- 
tions ! drew with the phenomena, were yet unwilling to admit of them, until forced to 
yield by experience, they granted the importance of this new application of meteorolo- 
gical phenomena to the phyfles of great continents. Hereafter I lhall . return to this 
lubjeft, where ! fhall have occafion to fliew, towards the extremity of New Holland, a 
manifeftation of the fame phenomena* with winds from the north-weft, as thofe ! have 
here indicated with winds from the eaft and north-eaft. 

The 27th, at day break, we deferied for the firft time the land of New Holland, 
its humble profile refembling a blackifh line extended from north to fouth : we en- 
deavoured to approach it, but the currents and winds were fo adverfe that the remain- 
der of the day was fpent in ufelcfs efforts ; in the evening we laid to ; of this circum- 
ftance we ayailcd ourfelves, my colleague Mauge and myfelf, to throw out the drag : 
this inftrument, moftly employed for filhing coral, is fo adapted as to bring up from 
the bottom of the fea whatever bodies it may meet with. We hoped, by means of it, to 
obtain the firft articles of our Auftralafiatic collections, and the refult furpaffed even our 
wi/hes. 

Deceived by the charts fumifhed us in Europe, we expected in the evening of the 
28th to make Cape Leuwin, which forms the moft weftern point of New Holland, and 
north of which direClly began the portion of Leuwin’s Land, yet unknown, which we 
now deferied. According to thefe obfervations, this cape Ihould be placed in latitude 
fouth 34® f 50^, longitude eaft of Paris 112° 26', but our after-operations taught us 
that, in this firft recognizance, we were miftaken as to the point which ought really to 
be regarded as Cape Leujvin. 

That day the land* we had in fight appeared extremely low, barren, fandy, and of 
an obfeure colour, relieved by feme white fpots. A number of whales approached 
very near to ouf fliip. About midnight the drag was again call, and again brought up 
a multitude of interefting objeCls, on the defeription and drawing of which M. Lefueur 
and myfelf were employed during the'remainder of the night, as we had been the day 
before. * • ... 

The of the 29th we coafted at a very Ihort diftance affioVe, almoft entirely Jhe 
feme as that of thejdays befo/e ; it is thus deferibed by M. Depuch : “ Along the whole 

fpace 
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fpace we traverfed the land is low, or of little elevation ; the inequalities of the coaft are 
gentle and rounded ; often, indeed, the coaft is fo even, that a confiderable portion of 
it might be defignated by a gently undulating lint? ; the fliores are every where bor- 
dered by gentle rifings. Thefe hills have a bltckifh and mournful afpedt ; in many 
parts are remarked white places of more or lefs pxtent, one of which ftretches the fpace 
of half a mi|e, is of the whole* height of the coaft, and may furnilh an important point 
of recognition for navigators. By examining this point I difcerned all the charadlers 
ofa fandy foil, of which compofition the whole of this unknown coaft appears to be. 
The dark afpetl it wears in common is caufed by a wretched and feeble vegetation j 
the fpots deprived altogether of vegetation are white.” 

The 30th in the morning we doubled a cape ; in front of it a reef projefts about a 
quarter of a league out to fea, againft which the fea breaks with violence. We found 
it to be the point of entrance into a gre:it bay, which, from the name of our principal 
corvette wc called the Bay of t!ic Geographe : the cape I fpeak of was denominated the 
Cape of the Naiuralifte ; it lies in 33“ 28' of fouth latitude; longitude 112“ 35' 
caft of Paris. On the outfide and nearly about the middle of the bay is a very danger- 
ous reef, which we termed the Reef of the Naturalifte. At five in the afternoon, we 
caft anchor at the entrance of the bay we had juft difeovered. The barometer during 
the five laft days flood at from 28*’ 3' to 28'’ 6' ; the thermometer varying from 
14“ to 17; the hygrometer from 78 to 9o\ The atmofphere was perfeftly clear, 
thanks to (he dry and cold winds which then predominated from the fouth. 

'I'he 31ft in the morning, the commander fent his long boat, under the direftion of 
M. Picquet, to determine exactly the pofition of Cape Naturalifte : “ But,” fays M. 
BouUanger, who was charged with this miffion,*“ we found this point defended on all 
fides by large rocks, on which the fea broke with fury ; thefe breakers extend along a 
part of the coaft of the bay, and fome evexi ftretch out to fea. We endeavoured to find a 
pafl’agc between thefe breakers, but in vain ; the coaft every where appeared torefufea 
a landing : we were obliged to pafs the remainder of the day in the boat, the whole 
of the night alfo, and part of the next day, without being able to regain the fhip, the 
wind continually driving us iway, and keeping us at diftance.” 

While our unfortunate companions, exhaufted with fatigue, and drenched with fea- 
water, wandered about the fport of the waves, a fccond embarkation under M. H. 
Freycinft fucceeded in effefting a landing. MelTrs. Dupuch and Riedic were the only 
ones of our aflbeiates who accompanied him, and the firft Europeans who fet foot on 
thefe unknown fhores. I’hey were able to remain there but a few hours, during which 
they made divers remarks on the phyfical quality of the foil, and the produdiens of the 
vegetable reign : as we fhall have occafion to revert in another part with more particu- 
larity to this objed, it will be fufficient here to notice that M. Dupuch found, at the 
bottom of the bay where they landed, a very beautiful fpecies of granite, in regular and 
very numerous ftrata, a mode of difpofition of granitic fubftances fufpeded by Sauffure, 
but the reality of which till now had been difputed. This j;emarkable phenomenon, 
rendering that part of the bay efpecially interefting, we thought i^but juft to give it the 
name of the naturalift who firft obferved and.defcribed it. The Creek of Depuch is 
eaft of Cape Naturalifte, at a fhort diftance from that headland. , • 

The I ft June, after Ihipping our long boat, we fet fail for the purpofe of exploring 
the fouthem coaft of the bay of the Geographe’ : at noon we were abreaft of a large 
headland, which we denominated Point Picquet, from one of our moft eftimable offi- 
cers. At feven we ancliored near the bottom of the bay. Hitherto we had hot diftin- 
guiihed the leaft trace on tbefc’melancholy fhores of thdir being ^abited ; but this 

5 evening 
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Evening a large fire, which fuddenly rofe beyond the Downs, evidenced the exiftence 
here of fome wild hordes of the human fpecies. ^ 

At this period wc obferved highly fingular effects of mirage, or refraction of tei^ef- 
trial objects ; now the moft even and , lowed lands appeared to us raifed above the 
water and deeply tom" in every part, now their crefts or ridgCvS feemed reverfed, and 
in this ftate refting on the waves ; at every inltant the eye was cheated by the vifion of 
long chains of reefs and breakers, which fled before us as we advanced*. This phe- 
nomenon, curious in itfelf, had its difadvantage ; for, as all aftronomical obfervations 
are dependent on the ftate of the atniofphere, its refrangent quality at this time, by its 
variation, occafioned in all thofc we made a moft vexatious difparity ; thofe of the 
evening, for example, giving us greater way to the eallward than thofe of the morning. 
This phenomenon of refraCkion appeared to me to refult chiefly from the prodigious 
changes of temperature and moifture that took place at this time in the atmofpherc of 
thefe regions, as I fhall have occafion more efpccially to remark elfewhere. 

The 2d and 3d we continued to explore the bay ; the latter day we anchored, at 
eight in the evening, about two leagues from land, in twelve fathoms, with a bottom 
of fine and whitifh fand. 

The 4th, at dawn, in company with*Mr. Breton, who commanded the fmall boat in 
which we embarked, and Mr. Lefchenault, a botanift, I made for ftiore. Soon as wc 
gained the ftrand, I haftened towards the downs of fand which bordered the coaft, 
and directed my fteps towards the interior in fearch of the natives, with whom I 
anxioufly wiflicd toeftablifli a communication ; but vainly did I follow through the forefts 
the recent footfteps I diftinguifhed ; and, after a fatiguing fearch of three hours, I 
retrod my forrowful fteps to the fliore,’ where my companions, alarmed at my abfence, 
already awaited me ; we embarked, but were fix hours in reaching our veffel, fo con- 
trary were the winds and currents. 

Meffrs. Bernier, Riedle, Depuch, and Mauge, likewife landed at another fpot, and 
fhortly returned. More fortunate than we had been, they had difeovered a native 
fifhing on the fhore near the place where they landed. This individual feemed to them 
to be an old man ; he had a beard, was of a brown colour and had no other covering 


• Thefe refradions are very common, although but little noticed, generally fpeaking : they arc fre- 
quently obferved in the Straits of Meifina, and there they are termed fatu morguna, the peafants and fifher- 
men aferibing thefe pictures in the air or on the water to the fay Morgan. By the Englifh, Irilh, and 
£rfe inhabitants of our weflern Ihores, thefe optical deluhons are likewife often feen, and by the two latter 
are called feadhrtagh mairethme, and duna feadbreagh, fea fairies, or fairy 'caflles ; they are likewife vifible 
occafionaliy, in Norway, Iceland, and Greenland, in Switzerland, in South America, on the higheft fum- 
mit of the Andes, in the midll of the Atlantic ocean, and in the Mediterranean, (fee Swinburne’s Travels, 
Spallanzani, Crantz’s Greenland. Icel. Ann. Ortelius in lliefauro Geog. Saxo. Antiip Poema. Phil. 
Mag. vol. xiii. p. 336, where is a very able diflertation on this fubjedl by Mr. W. Beaufort, A. M. 
Phil, Mag, vol. xiv. p. 176.) This note is chiefly added for the purpofc of a remark of confiderable in- 
tereft as k refpeCls the continent of New Holland ; M. Peron notices that the refraction occafionaliy pre- 
fented the land, which he conceives to be the low ihore contiguous, as deeply tom in ewry part ; now, as 
in the laft authority quoted, Pliil. Mag. vol. xiv. p. 176, it is obferved, that Mount Atna, which is 160 
miles diftant from Malta, 4 aB clearly reprefented on the furface of the water the 17th April 1783, at a 
diftance, from an obfervation made by C.Dangos from the obfervatory of, Malta, of only 18000 yards, or 
about eleven mile^; ^nd as thefe refradions are conftantly faithful reprefentations ofobjeCis ; as alfo the 
coaft being flat, could not have been that refraClion which appeased lorn in every part^ Is it not 
highly probable that, on* this occafion, the accidental refraAion may have prefented the naturalifts of the 
expeditton with a pi&ure of the,interior of the country, at* poffib^ , fome very confiderable diftance in toe 
line from the Ihip whete the refraClion v^s noticed ; a country '.tighly mountainous, (fori if diftant,yit 
rouft have bean fo to have been reprefeated,) and its lofty mountains deeply torn and feparatedby profound 
feiffures from, each other 1 Ta. • '' 

than 
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than the fldn of a kangaroo, thrown over his flioulders, and which fcarcely covered his 
loins. The afpe£t of thefe unknown beings did not at firft feem to create much un- 
eafinefs in the liihermaA ; but perceiving they nlade towards him, he hallily feized three 
lances laying by him on the ground, and prefenting a bold front, addrefled them in a 
very animated manner, repeatedly pointing tQ the Ihips, and apparently bidding them 
return. Equally furprized at the appearance of this new Scythian, the warmth of his 
addrefs, and the loftinefs of his gait, our colleagues halted, that they might give him 
no interruption. When he had finilhed, Mr. Depuch, a mineralogift, advanced fingly 
and unarmed towards the favage, exclaiming taio, ta'io (friend, friend), and prefenting 
him a necklace of glafs beads, the luftre of which feemed to excite the livelieft 
admiration in the old man ; ftill he lliewed no lefs repugnance to letting Depuch ap- 
proach him, and, on his continuing to advance, the old man took to flight with a fpeed 
which aftoniflied all who faw him. While _ this was palling on one part of the coall, 
five or fix other favages made towards the long boat, guarded at the time only by a 
fingle failor : on feeing thefe wild beings approach, this man, juftly alarmed, cried out 
luflily to recall our people, on the return of whom the favages hallily fled over the 
dowms as fwiftly as th.e hllierman. 

The beneficent Riedlc, on this expedition, made an ample colleftion of new plants, 
in return for which tribute from thefe Ihores, he lowed or planted in their llead a 
quantity of wheat, maize, barley, oats, pear-trees, apple, apricot, peach, and olive- 
trees, with a large number of European vegetables. Affedling exchange, one fuch as 
ever lliould’ have been the bafis of relations between different people, and fuch as was 
conftantly repeated by us in the places where jve were enabled to eft'efl a landing. 

In imitation of our commander. Captain Hamelin fent out his boats to reconnoitre 
the bay in the fouth-fouth-eall part, '^fhe ofliicer who commanded one of thefe expe- 
ditions, Mr. Harrifon, reported on his return, that he had difeovered the mouth of a 
river, which feemed to proceed from a great diftance inland. This report was the mojje^ 
grateful, from our having been unable hitherto to difeover the lead trace of frelh water 
on the land of Leuwin, and from our not being ignorant that the navigators, who had 
before us examined feveral points of the north-weft coaft of New Holland, had not 
been more fortunate than we. It was therefore agreed, that on the morning of the 
next day, the long-boat of the Geographe, under the command of Captain Lebas, 
and the fmall boat of the Naturalifte, with Captain Hamelin, lliould examine this river, 
and afeend it as far as poflible. Meflrs. Depuch, Lefchenault, Riddle, Lefueur and 
myfelf were allowed to accompany the expedition, and with us our phyfician, 
M. L’Haridon. • 

On nearing the Ihore, our two captains agreed that, as the long boat drew too much 
water for an expedition up the river, it would be better to let her lay at anchor in the 
Offing, under the fafeguard of part of the crew, the remainder afeending the river 
along its banks ; while the fmall boat Ihould proceed as far as the depth of water would 
permit. 

Thefe arrangements concluded, I left my colleagues, and proceeded along the 
ftrand : it was low water, and confequently, the beft feafon for .colle6:ing the produc- 
tions of the fea. I gathered together, in a Ihort time, a very large number of new 
objedls, among which a beautiful fpecies of qrbulites, alive. It*is well known that the 
orbulite is a fmall fpecies of folid zoophytes, confounded^ before the obfervations of 
M. de la Marck, with real nummulites, and that* hitherto thefe lingular anaimals had 
been difcovered in a foflile Hate alone. This is not the only difeovery of the kind we 

Q lhall 



77^ VOYAGE FOR THE EpCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 

fhall Iwve oc(^fion to prefent in the courfe of our narrative, for the Ihores of 
Holland will afford, on many occafions, pix>ofe of greait cataftrophes of nature. 

The anxious defire I felt, however, *to make my remarks on the inhabitants of thefe 
regions, fliortly drew me from the fhortf : I paffed the downs, and almoff immediately 
afterwards was fto'pped by a pool, the margin of which w^s every where covered with 
falicornias, and on its fait waters numerous docks of black fwans difplayed their elegant 
forms. Beyond this marfli, the fuppofed river, the mouth of which my friends were 
gone to enter, has its courfe. A^vaft pumber of the footfteps of the natives feemed to 
announce that many of them had recently paffed it, and there I rcfolved to join on the 
other fide. While in fearch of the mofl favourite place of pafling, I heard the report 
of a gun at a Ihort diftance, and trufted that, in the fportfmen, I ffiould meet with 
• fome companions in my projecl: ; but Meffrs. Levilhiin and Bailly, to whom I addreffed 
myfelf, far from being inclined to acconip;iny, endeavoured to diffuade me from my 
intentions. I was not to be turned from what I had refolved upon ; bur, undreffing 
myfelf, paffed the river before them, and plunged into the firfl which Ikirts its left fide. 
It was eleven o’clock, the iky was clear, the temperature mild ; thefe circumftances 
added to my ardor, and full of hope to meet, in a fliort time, with fome of the people 
of thefe iliores, I continued my purfuit till it became fufpended by a fingular difeovery. 

Near the fpot where I landed I perceived a valley, extending towards the interior, atid 
apparently marking the courfe of ibmc fmall rivulet ; I conceived it my duty to afeer- 
tain the faft ; unfortunately my ful'picions were not verified, and I began to refume 
my ffeps, when a clufter of large trees, which by their colour were readily dlftinguiihed 
from thofe which furrounded them, attra^Ied my attention. All thefe were white from 
the bafe of their trunk to the extremity of their branches. 

Surprized at this appearance, 1 advanced precipitately towards this fpecies of bower, 
equally excited by interelt and curiofity. Both one and the other foon increafed. Twelve 
^ ees of a larger fize, amid many fmaller, and irregularly confounded with them, formed 
a femi-circle, the two extremities of which terminated on the bank of the river. All 
thefe trees belonged to a new fpecies of Melaleuca, remarkable for the extreme thick- 
nefs of the bark, or rather the liber *, by which it is enveloped : this liber, of very 
fine texture, and very pithy, adheres fo llightly to the wood, that the Icaft effort fuffices 
to tear it off, in long ribbons, from the foot of the tree to the very extremity of the 
branches. In this manner the trees I allude to, had been deprived of their bark, and 
as the middle barkf is remarkably white, their colour refulted from the abftradion of 
the outer coat. • 

Within the area of the femi-circle formed by thefe white trees, were deferibed three 
other femi-circles gradually lefs, as within each other, and ending with their extremities 
like the outward one at the river. "I’he firft of the interior femi-circles was a kind of 
feat of turf, railed about fix or eight inches above the ground, and two feet wide ; the 
turf w'as compofed of a fine, light and very Ihort grafs, wliich grows abundantly near 
the fpot : this verdant feat was feftooned on that fide which fronted the river, and each 
ol the intervals between the feftoons had evidently feemed as a feat for one individual ; 
and twenty-feven feftoons ferved to indicate an affembly of a like number of individuals. 

In front of tkia bank of turf was a clear fpace, two and a half feet wide, covered 
with a black fand, found in abundance on ,the fca Ihore, and which forms a portion of 

* External part of the bark. 

f The bark of a tree is comppfed of the epidumis or Ikin, the middle, and the cuter bark or liber. 


the 
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the foil of the interior j it feemed to have been trodden by the mdividuals feMed on 
t^^h^kof turf. 

% &e of ruihes feparated thk fecond femi-drcle from the third ; thefe rulhes, very 
clofe to each other, and in a regular line, were* cut at the height of fix; indies from 
the ground. , 

Ine third and laft femi-circie was wider than the preceding, and covered with the 
other fpecies of fand, which I have obferved is/ound at different places of the fea-lhoro, 
and is diftinguifhed at a diltance by its fhining wh}tenef?. 

On this floor of fine and very even fand, a vail number of rulhes had been planted, 
each at an equal diftance from the other, and fo diftributed as to form a feries of figures, 
or rather regular charaders ; all thefe rulhes had been burnt to the level of the ground, 
fo as to prefent fo many round black points, plainly diftinguifhable from the floor of 
white fand in which they were planted ; hence the charaders deferibed by thefe feries 
of points, were exprefled in the moll ftriking manner imaginable. 

Thefe figures, no doubt, coarfc and whimfical, yet poflefTcd fomewhat original 
and deliberate ; they reprefented efpecially a great number of triangles, of lozenges, 
and irregular polygons, fome parallelograms, fome irregular fquares, but no circles 
whatever. 

I'he remainder of the fliore, to the brink of the river, was covered with a fine light 
and lively verdant grafs. Laftly, on the very margin of the river, was a large tree, the 
vcncfable patriarch of this bower : its white trunk, bending to the waves, projeded 
over them majeftically ; and its branches, more horizontally fpread than in the others, 
formed a kind of terrace of verdure. This remarkable tree feemed to have been more 
elegantly adorned than the refl. ; in fad, not only had it been rendered white like the 
others, but its trunk and principal branches were decorated with wreaths of verdure. 

The river ferved as a boundary to this retreat, and increafed the charms of its 
pofition ; its cool and limpid waves, beating gently on the banks ; its courfe, vifible^ 
to the fea ; the numerous fi(h difporting on its furface, and in its bofom j the more than 
common ftrength of vegetation on both its fides ; every thing in this Ample and charm- 
ing fpot confpired to awaken the gentle affedions of the heart. How fweet ! oh, how 
truly fweet, the plcafurc I experienced for a few feconds in abandoning myfelf to reflec- 
tions incident on fuch a difeovery ! “ This charming fpot,” faid I to myfelf, “ is, 

perhaps, confecrated to fomewhat ni) flic, either of a public or private nature. Can 
the worlhip of a Deity be its objed | From the river and the marlh .s that bound it, 
the inhabitants, in great ineafure, are fupplied with the aliment neceflTary for their 
fubfiftence. — Perhaps, new Egyptians, like the ancient inhabitants of the iSile, they 
have confecrated the river that feeds them. — Perhaps, at folemn epochs, they come to 
its fliores to render a tribute of homage and gratitude. 

Adverting afterwards to the Angular figures ingenioufly traced on the fand, they 
brought to my mind thofe famous Runic charaders, formerly in ufe among the people 
of the north of Europe, and which, as well as thefe, confiftbd in a feries of figures, 
coarfely traced,, of circles, fquares, and triangles, yet fufceptibfc, from their different 
combinations, of tranfmitting all the ideas of* the people who employed them j like 
thefe I had juft difeovered, they were traced on the ground, on the batks of tree^ and 
on rocks : thofe of which latter alone have palTed down to our tiihe : they likewife re- 
minded me of thofe clumfy hieroglyphics which the Mexicans ufed in deferibing the 
annals of their hiftory, and marly of which confilTed of figures badly exprefled, of 
circles, fquares, parallelograms, ,&c. ; thole grotefque fketches difeovered by Captaia 
voD. XI. 5 G Philippi 
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.Ph3^^ on« the rocks and trunks of trees, in the fouthem part of the Cantment^ ok 
which 1 was fituate, occurred to me ; thofe'*alfo which, at the fouiheraiie^l^- 

mity of Africa, the Bolhmans are wbnt to engrave at the extremity of their cav^s • 
and thofe again, ftill more worthy 6f admiration, and, moreover, of far greater; 
antiquity, which are feen in different parts of Ceylon, prpcious monuments of a people 
who appear no longer to have exiftence ; %om all thefe aflimilations, I cQpcluded that 
the defire of communicating fenfations and ideas has exifted at all times, in all cli- 
mates, and among all people that .this fo precious art of writing is of far greater 
antiquity than all tradition, and than all hiftorical monuments ; and I hence regretted 
the more fenfibly, my incapacity of difcovering in the charafters before tne, the fenti- 
ments and ideas of the uncivilized beings of whom they were the work. 

After paying all the attention due to this bower, I left the bank of the river for 
the interior of the foreft. Every where I found my paffage cafy, on account Of the dif- 
tance the trees were apart ; the furface was generally clothed with a Ihort, light, and 
, delicate grafs. 1 w'as unable however to difeover any traces of frelh water. . In fome 
^ fpots, where the ground appeared more moift than ufual, I dug into the earth ; the water 
which trickled into the hole was brackiih and fait : this faline nature of the ground 
appears to aft as a repulfe to all animals ; at leaft, I was able to diftinguifh none, and 
the traces of the kangaroo I perceived on the fand were extremely rare. Even ihfefts 
were ftrangers on tht;fe fliores, if the ant alone be excepted ; black legions of this infeft 
indeed, though its fpecial cantonments were the back of the downs, prefented them- 
felves in every part, and were as numberlefs as troublcfome. I collefted many new 
fpecies of them, one of which, remarkable for its fize, much refembles the formica 
gulofa of Eabricius ; but the hiftory of thefe animals will be given more in detail in 
another part of my works. 

A fecond remark 1 fliall make on the fmgular country I then traverfed : fpite of 
• the prodigious variety of trees and llirubs of which its vegetation was compofed, no 
fruit was diftinguilhable that could apparently ferve as food for man or animals. 
This remark was repeated over all the remainder of New Holland, with very trifling 
exception. Is it to tliis extraordinary abfence, or at leal! this exceflive fcarcity of 
edible fruits, that the non-exiftence on this continent of animals, exclufively frugivorous, 
is to be attributed ? Hitherto, it is an eftablilhed fadf that no fpecies has bee n found, 
or even the leafl. trace of any. The monkey, for example, — innumerable companies of 
which are difperfed through fo many parts of the world, which is found in fo many 
iflands, and even at the very door of New Holland, at the Moluccas, in abundance, — 
the monkey, I fay, does not appear ta exifl; in this great country j and truly it feems 
difficult to conceive the manner in which animals of this defeription could fubfift. 
.Elfewhere we fiiall return to thefe interefting relations cf the nature of the foil to its 
different produftions. 

In the mean time the chief objeft of my excurfion feemed to fly before me in pro- 
portion as I advanced. The fmall outlets of the forefl towards the river were now no 
longer feen, yet Aill I \:ould only find a few traces of men imprinted hefe and there on 
the ground; no dwelling (hewed itfelf; <tlw' inofl; profound filence reigned throughout 
the foreft, and rfoihing indicated its ferving for the habitual refidence of man. Yet, on 
every fide, I diftingtiiffied a number of, burnt trees, and veftiges of fires. By the fide 
of fome alfo 1 remarked 3 fort of bed, formed 'of the fmgular liber of the melaleuca, 
wh^qbJ have before deferibed, and which appeared tu have been the refting-pktees of 
ineOt!^.ibe|f'l0nited or aibne. . In (hort, every thing confirmed me in the opinion that 
Ibei&ilges bad no fixed habitation in thefe deep woods; and thaf they preferred the 

c borders 
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trovers of the fak river, the contiguous pooI,»and the vicinage of the fra, ig^hencfr^ith 
cafe they might procure the means of fubliftence. ^ |nL. faft, it in thefe 
places that we exclufively found fuch of their cabins as we faw, and of which we fliall 
dliortly fpeak. This too was the cafe with thc^r wells or fprings of brackiih water, 
which, in a little time, was that to which we wcfe ourfelves reduced. 

Determined by thefe reflexions, and warned by the decline of, day, I returned, 
ctoATed again the river, and forded again, but with fome rilk, the pool. On defcending 
to the Ihore, I felt fome alarm at not finding the, boat^ efpecially as it was now five in 
the evening, as the weather, fo calm in the morning, had changed, and a ftrong breeze 
blew with violence from the fea. I was not, moreover, ignorant that the exploring 
of the fuppofed river could not have long detained our feamen and geographers, as I 
had acquired the certitude recently of this imagined river being but a very narrow 
inlet llretching fome leagues in to the land,, the bottom of which, as well as of the 
neighbouring p'.arflics was muddy, and the waters of which had no other fenflble 
motion than that occafioned by tlie tides of the ocean, with which it unites by the 
fpecies of mouth we have previoufly defcribed ; its waters, moreover, were to the full 
as fait as thofc of the neighbouring marlhes : from all thefe confiderations I had reafon 
to think their examination of the river muft have been foon completed, and I was 
apprehcnfive of having arrived too late for the general embarkation. — How agreeably 
then was 1 fiirprized on meeting with my friend Lefueur and M. Ronfard, who, as 
well as niyfelf, were in fearch of the boat : this, during our abfence, had unfortunately 
approached too near to the mouth of the inlet, and in confequence had got too muck to 
leew'ard of the point of rendezvous. , 

Mefl'rs. Lefueur and Ronfard had had an interview of a Angular nature with a female 
favage, and M. Lefueur communicated to me the following account. Independent 
of the fmall boat of the Naturalifle, commanded by M. Hamelin, a fecond was fent 
from that veifel in the courfe of the day. This was on the point of returning when 
M. Lefueur and M. Ronfard arrived at the fhorc. While converfing with the party"* 
from the Naturalifle, they (;j[ifcovered in the diftance two perfons proceeding along the 
flraiid. At flrll they took them for fome of our failors ; but found them at length 
to be ty^'o natives. Thefe people, miftaking them, no doubt, for their countryiqen, 
continued to advance. When near enough to have hope of joining them, Meflirs. 
Lefueur, Ronfard, and Sr. Cricy, the lafl the captain of the fccond boat of the 
Naturalillc, haflencd with fpeed towards them, but were not quick enough to prevent 
one of the two, whom they dillinguiflied to be a man, from efcaping over the back of 
the downs, plunging into the thickets, and difappearing in midll of th« marlhes. 
I'he other was a woman in a very advanced ftate of pregnancy ; defpairing, without 


doubt, owing to her condition, of outftripping her purfuers, this woman inftantly 
Hopped, and fquatiing on her heels, and hiding her face with her hands, fhe remained, 
as if torpified by fear and furprize, in a perfeX ftate of immobility, and appar^tly 
infenfible to all that was palling near her. This wretched woman was altogether naked ; 
a fmall bag made of the Ikin of a kapgaroo, and faftened by»a band made of rulhes 
round her forehead, hung down behind to her loins. Our friends found nothing in 
this bag but fome bulbs of orchys, after which the poor inhabitan*£ of tkde Ihores 
feem to be very anxious, but which unfortunately are exceeding rare and fnudl, the 
largeft we faw fcarcely exceeding a ccmmion nut in fize. 

In the colour of nhe Ikin, the nature of the^hair, an^ the pofitive and relative 
proportions of the body, this woman perfeXly refembled the other favages of New 
^ ' 502 ‘ Holland. 
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Hq|l|Bdy vrhkh we (ilall have to defcrit^ more minutely in coulTe of the work. !n 
other refpeSs fhe wbs», and that by the allowance of thofe the lead nice in matte#*of 
the kind, moft horrid^ ugly and idifgufting. In every part fhe was meagre and 
deftituteof flefli; herbreaus, efpecially, were flabby, and hung down to her thighs * 
The utmoft hlthinefs Aili added to this,natural uglinefs, and alone had been fuflicient to 
have revolted the leaA delicate of our failors. 

After examining this unfortunate child of nature with that intereA fhe could But 
infpire, our friends loaded her wUh prefents : > they gave her bifeuit, mirrors, knives, 
fnuff-boxes, necklaces, and what were Aill of greater'' value, a hatchet and two 
•handkerchiefs. But, conAantly feated on her heels, the poor creature continued in a- 
Aate of Aupor; and, unable to induce her to accept any of their prefents, on leaving 
her, they left them at her fide. 

As we were Aill at a fhort diAance only from the fpot where this interview took 
place, M. Lefueur conducted me thither j but already the woman had difappeared, 
leaving on the ground where Aie had fquatted the moA unequivocal teAimony of her 
. fright, manifeAcd, it fhould feem, among uncivilised people as with thofe in a polifhed 
Aate by fpontaneous evacuations. However, the unfortunate being took away with her 
no part of the prefents, to which wc made an addition of others. 

After this Aiort and ufelefs excurfion, we proceeded towards the point where w'c 
expeded to find the boat : night was approaching, and we had yet two leagues to go, 
we were confequently obliged to quicken our pace ; Aill, fpite or our accelerated walk, 
it was with difficulty I endured the cold occafioned froni the wetnefs of my cloaths. 
By the way M. Lefueur related to m? that he had remarked feveral cabins of the 
natives 5 that they were all fituate on the humid banks of the fait marfhes on the right 
bank of the river, and were of one fame coarfe Aruflure ; they were formed of fmall 
branches of trees Auck into the ground, faAened at their bent extremities above in 
form of an arbour, and exteriorly were coated with the liber, or bark ; 1 have feveral 
' times noticed ; they were about three feet high, as many wide, and five or fix feet 
long j in front of each of them were remains of fires, ip the afhes of which were 
diAinguifhed remnants of fifii, kangaroos, and black fwans’ bills. M. Lefueur had 
takqn a fitetch of thefe cabins, from whicli I felt a perfuafion that more wretched dens 
it would be impoffible could be found, — 1 was ncverthclefs miAaken ; wc were yet far 
from having feen not only in what refpeded the dwellings, but alfo many other 
peculiarities, phyfical and focial, of thefe fliorcs, the utmoA term of human ignorance 
and mifery. * 

My companion further infornied me that he had feen a number of holes dug fome 
feet deep into the earth, which ferved as wells for the inhabitants. Near them commonly 
ftpall lubes are found, formed from a few plants of wild celery that grows on different 
points of the bay. Of thefe, the ufe without doubt to which the inh^itlfits applied 
them, M. Lefueur availed himfelf to draw up fomc of the water j but he found it 
fcarcely potable. 

As we advanced, w» diAmguiflied a groupe of our companioflfe maWng towards us : 
the party confiAed of Captain Hamelin, part of the naturaliAs, and a major part of the 
crew of the long«boat and the canoe : "we learned from them that, the long boat being 
to leeward, and the wind blowing in Aio/'e, not admitting them to luff, part of the men- 
were employed in towing^ it, while the remaiiKter of the crew coaAed the beach on 
■ As the progrefs of the bdat was Aow, and' the wind" blew very cool, we 
detenoined} in the interval of arrival) to kindle a large fire at the back of the downs. 
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All hands ware employed for the purpofe, an^ (bortly an immalfe pile’ was in flames. 
Son^ our party, had killed different kinds of birds ; ' thefe ^txe fpeedify facrihced 
For a common meal. ’ * * 

During the preparation of bur dinner, Meirrs..Depuch and L. Freycin£l gave me an 
account of their excurlion. “ After vainly endcav,ouring,” faid Mr. Depuch, “ to effeft 
a landing on the left of the river we afccnded, or rather the immenfe marfti we miftook for 
X river, which extends many leagues inland, and of which, though in the fmall boat,, 
ive with difficulty palTed the bar at the mouth, after atfo finding ourfelves in fuch fhaliow 
water by the time we had pr^Sfceedcd four or five miles as to be able to advance no 
Farther, we determined to return, and for this, purpofe ware on the point of making 
:he right bank, along which we intended to walk, near a fpot which we concluded wjs a 
[mail ifland, when piercing and repeated cries occafioned us to turn our eyes towards 
the foreft on the oppofite fide, where we diftinguiffied a number of favages, who 
apparently noticed us with curiofity : their cries were direfted to us. Captain 
Hamelin fteered towards them, but his courfe was foon impeded by want of water : in 
the mean time the natives continued to obferve us, ran about in every direftion over 
the ftiore, and reiterated their exclamations in a quicker and louder tone. With per- 
miffion of the captain, accompanied by four of the naturalifls, I jumped into the water, 
and readily forded the'fpace between us and where we faw the natives: thefe fled to 
the foreft ; with one of our party, I followed their fteps to its fkirts, and the remainder 
kept at a diftance behind us. 

Here we heard their exclamations repeated, apparently calling to each other, ih a 
very quick manner ; the only words I could diftiqguift, which were frequently repeated, 
were veloo ! veloo! We likewife fancied we heard the barking of a dog j but Ihortly 
after it appeared to us they checked him, and the barking ceafed. 

“ In order to make them comprehend we had no ill intentions, we depofited in the 
moft confpicuous fpots, glafs beads, mirrors, knives, &c., and afterwards retreated,, 
leaving various articles of this defeription purpofely in the way. But Ihortly we 
diftinguiffied feven or eight natives, each armed with two fpears and a club, advancing 
with hafty fteps, as if to cut off our retreat from the river. We were fortunate enoughs 
to prevent this defign, but as they trod cofely on our heels, we formed a junction with 
our party, and facing thefe audacious characters, without doubt ftrangers to our 
formidable arms, we kept them thus at a diftance of about fifteen or eighteen paces. 
They brandiffied their fpears with much ftr/ength, and threatened us ; and liurl^ their 
clubs around with great rifpidity, exclaiming in a frightful tone, mouyc! mouyc! By 
their geftures they feemed to invite our going away, and even to point out tho road by 
which we came, and that, as we fuppofed, which communicated with the fea. 

“ In the mean time, purfued as we were by thefe ferocious men, we had not an 
inftant to lofe : ,we had no option but to fire or continue our retreat in good order ; 
the latter we preferred, fteadily refolved however to anfwer the firft fpcar that*ffiould 
be lanced, by a dil'charge of fmall ffiot, and the next with ball ; leaving them, as a 
counterpoife to the fuperiority of our arms, the advantage of a fi»ft attack. 

“ Ignorant of what might be the numbcr.of our affailants, and, efpedally, bekig 
fatisfied it would be eafy for another band to fnrround us, and cut off tour retreatj we 
withdrew, facing them, walking backwards, and imitating them ki their brutal cries 
and menacing geftures, with lefs violence, indeed, but in a manner which could leave 
them no doubt of our jefolution to anfwer any attack by one ftill more deftruftive. 
In this manner we arrived without accident near the fpot where we landed. 

"Vlfg took to the river, the favages ftill clofe to u«,’ and were in, it up to our* 

waift,'* 
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' ufloertain whether in this particular fpot it was fordable. Now i l was the favages , 
were neareft to us: our mufquets were all jiointed, and our fafety, long in a«do^^ful 
•ftate, would have obliged us to havfi repulfed the attacks which indubitably would have 
itaken place, when we perceived Captain Hamelin^ followed by the crew of the boat, 
who, having landed on the other fide pf the ifland, was,haftening to our fuccour. « 

“ At fight o^ this reinforcement,* the favages halted, and we avails ourfelves of 
this to join ourfriends. We were now in front of them, and merely fepa^ted by. the 
inlet which was every where fordaWe. To their continued exclamations of mouye ! 
mouye ! and their pointing to our road back, we replied**’by pointing to the prefenis 
we had left behind, and thofe we intended for them in addititwi, inviting them, by 
■laying down our arms, to come and receive them, but in vain. 

“ Neverthelcfs one, who appeared to me the youngeft of the party, and cpnfequently 
the moll hazardous, advanced to a third of the diftancc between us, and there, afluining 
a warlike attitude, with one fpear and his club held behind him, and handling the 
other fpear with all fhc ftrength and fupplenofs in his power, and marking in his looks 
the greateft boldnefs and difdain, he feemed to provoke, or rather did actually challenge 
us, with much energy, to fingle combat ; the other favages, uneafy at firfl at this re- 
folute conduct on his part, yet foon applauded it. We called out to him repeatedly, 
Taio ! taio ; He pronounced this word firft to himfelf, as if inquifitivc of its meaning, 
and afterwards repeated it to his companions, who likewife repeated it themfelves with 
loud Ihouts of laughter. We afterwards cried out to them iu feveral French words, 
which they pronounced in an inquifitive manner, and conllantly with mbch exatfitude, 
and with burlts of laughter. I'he words they uttered bell were, oui, non, viens ici. 
Some one exclaimed, “ Poorah, get away,” in the Malabar language, and this appeared 
lefs foreign to them than the rell. Still they did not advance j the challenger kept 
his poll, and maintained his martial and difdainful air. 

“ Defirous of effaying our laft means of conciliation, I advanced to the margin of 
the river, depofited my arms at a fliort dillance, pointing them out to this native, who 
obferved minutely all my actions. I next advanced, with the branch of a tree in each 
; hand, to about half thediftance between us, calling out Taio, taio, awordlo well known 
t(|,the inhabitants of the South Sea: 1 made him every fign I could think of to infpire 
confidence ; but all, was vain : the favage receded, but in the flightcll degree, before 
me ; and his comrades came forward to fecond him, threatening us anew. Our party 
now repeated their invitations and friendly figns, laid down their arms, which were re- 
placed by green branches and white handkerchiefs : the perverfity of this people was 
infurmonntable. * We again Ihcwcd them mirrors, beads, &c. and offered them as pre- 
fents, making figns we w'crc about to depart, and we aftually retired. Curiofiry in- 
duced two of them to crofs the water, the one who had challenged us and another, 
highly remarkable from tlieifoepred colour of his hair and beard : they both proceeded 
with precaution, picking up the articles left on the way, to wit, a mirror, and a hand- 
fome pocket handkereWef ; the latter they laid down again immediately without ap- 
pearing to fet the leaft value on it. The red-haired favage it was who took up the 
mirror : furprized at feting his own iivage in the glafs, he turned it round fuddenly, 
and finding nothing at the back, threw it down with an air of vexation, and feemed 
more enraged at us, than ever ; he had not threatened us with half the grace before, 
that is ‘o lay, with half the fury and vivacity ha now exhibited. Captain Hamelin now 
f^^jsd them a red tobacco-box the fight of this occafioned a, very vifible emotion of 
Jki^ze in ihefe men, .which was even expreffed by a loud exclamation ; he threw it 
i^igjau-ds the neareft of the t*wo, and we recoded, thit they might take it up j^this the 

favage 
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favage did, but immediately afterwards the fxclamatioRS and menacing geftures were 
Tei,|erated in the fame frantic manner. 

We were now on the fame fide of the rivef again as the favages, and all our en- 
'■deavours to infpire them with confidence fervcd only to encreafe their audacity ; fuch 
.was it, in fhort, that we had pnly to choofe betj^een a precipitate retreat or firing ; we 
chofe the former, and haftened on board without experiencing any himlrance. Perhaps 
this was all they required ; perhaps, alfo, they were impatient to examine the rich 
prefents we had made them. 

“ The favages we enco»lfitcrcd were entirely naked, a cloak excepted, made of the ^ 
fkin of a dog or kangaroo, which was thrown over the Ihoulders of fome of them, and‘*'^ 
a covering over the privities of others, with a fort of girdle round the loins. They 
feemed to me of a much Icfs dark colour than the negroes of Africa ; their hair was 
Ihort, evhii, flraight, and fmooth, their beard long and black, their teeth extremely 
white.” 

I have deemed it efTential to repeat here the whole detail of M. Depuch, that the 
reader may judge of the determination of thefe people to avoid and even repulfe - 
ftrangers. We fltiill have further occafion to notice this charafteriftic, fo oppofite to 
the welcome and folicitude with which the nations of the Great Pacific Ocean received 
the Europeans who firft vifited them, and to the intereft felt by the majority of favages 
at the firft appearance of navigators on their fhores. 

Succeeds in the narrative of M. Peron, an account of the foundering of the |png , 
boat on the fa’nds, and the difficulty experienced in regaining the fhip, which, of minor 
intereft, is part over, the relation being refumed from their return to the fhip. 

As foon as our boats returned on the 8th, we haftened to get them on board : we 
had not an inftant to lofe ; the fwell of the fea was lb great, and the fliip pitched in fuch ' 
a manner that we had great difficulty in preventing our larger boat from being Ihivered 
againft the voflcl. At twenty minutes after ten we were under fail. The Naturalifte, 
had the day before loft one of her anchors, and at the inftant of weighing fhe loft again 
another. At half-paft three in the morning we were oft' the cape, with the main-top 
fail clofe reefed. At this inftant the winds blew in gufts ; a ftnall rain fell, and the 
thick fog, by which we were furrounded, prevented our diftinguifhing any obieef about 
us. We now parted from the Naturalifte, which, being unable to keep fo near the 
wind as our vefiel, could not double the entrance of the bay. We ourfelves indeed 
fucccedcd but with great rifk, manoeuvring, with dreadful weather, In from 12 to 20 
fathoms water. * 

The tempeft continued throughout the whole of the 9th ; the winds blew’with vio- 
lence, and drove us conftantly towards the dangerous coaft wc were anxious to fly 
from : in one of the tacks, the fhip not anfwering the helm, we were expofed to the 
moft imminent danger. 

The loth we^iad fight of feveral large whales, fporting in midft of the angry 'waves ; . 
one, that we faw at ten in the morning, was battling with afword-fifh, and the rage of 
tile two combatants feemed to encreafe with that of the tempeft. This day at noon, we 
thought we difeovered, by means of a flafh of lightning, Capfe Leuwin, which, if the 
objea we faw, would have been nine miles from us towards the weft. * The barometer 
at this period had funk to its loweft point ; it ftgod at 27*' 7, 5' and, confequently, fince 
the 5th June, had declined i o lignes g-t&ntbs ; which correfpondf well with the violence and 
duration of the iempeJL At fix in the evenmg, a rapid decreafe of foundings, and tha# 
nature of the bottom^ added to our alarms : we were r^maingon the formidable reef 

called : 
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called the Naturalifte, which we recogniz|fd on the 30th May. We had neat difficulty 
in avoiding it, and to effed this were obliged, Tpite of the violent guus, Rnd at the 
hazard of carrying away our mails, to hoift all the fjul we could. '* 

'J Ins horrible tempeft continued from the i ith to the i6th without interruption ; the 
fea was fo violently agitated that we w^re frequently gunpel-under, and were incapable 
of keeping the deck ; and many of bur officers and men, and the commander even 
himfelf, had dreadful falls. 

The i6th at noon we were in latitude 32® 42' 57'’' fouth, longitude m® 14'*' eaft 
of Paris. M. Maug6 and myfelf availed oiirielves of a riroment of calm to drag along 
the coaft again : it added to our treafurcs fome new articles, among others a kind of 
fponge of a beautiful purple, from which a liquor of the fame colour was obtained by 
the flighteft prdfure, and different fubftances ftained with it completely - refifted the 
aftionof the air, and even of feveral wailings. 

The 17th the Iky was clear, the fea pleafant, and an agreeable breeze fprung up 
from the north-north-eafl : So many favouring circumllances held out theprofped of 
interefting operations ; but a new chain of breakers, in the firft inflance, and afterwards 
a ftorni from the north-north-eaft, whence the winds blew, obliged us again to leave 
the coaft. The part along which we failed like all the reft was low, and without any 
remarkable inlet, but at the fame time was not of equally fterile appearance with the 
bay of the Geographe ; and beyond, we diftinguifhed a range of hills higher, but al* 
moll as regular as the coaft itfelf. 

ITie loth brought with it neither the fine weather nor the calm we'nceded ; our 
ftiip feeming to be much ftrained, werefolved on bearing to the north ; at two we made 
the iiland Rottneft, fix to feven leagues diftant : As this was the firft rendezvous ap* 
pointed by Captain Hamclin, W’e depended on anchoring here, cither to receive or wait 
for intelligence refpcCting our confort, on whofe fate we were not without inquietude, 
, its flow failing promifing to render more great to her the dangers we had encountered in 
the bay of the Geographe. What then was our furprize and confternation univerfally, 
when, almoft at the inftant of our making that iflaud, we heard our commander iffue 
orders for making the bay of Sharks, in Endracht’s Laml. We then gave up all ex* 
pcflation of being joined by the Naturalifte during the remainder of the voyage ; and 
our forebodings were but too exatlly verified. 

In the afternoon the winds varied from weft to weft-fouth-weft ; torrents of rain again 
began to fall, and the gufts that blew were violent, and frequently made us tremble 
for our marts ; at eight in the evening the wind veered to the fouth-eaft ; the rain fell 
in torrents ; the lightning was almoft unceafing, and the continued roar of thunder 
added to the horror of a night as dark as pitch. A irforo critical fituation feemed im- 
poffible, till a truly real and imminent peril infpired us with additional alarm. 

From twenty-five fathoms', with a fandy bottom, the foundings diminiflied fuddenly to 
nine and a half and twelve, with a rocky bottom. 'Fhc confternation was general ; officers, 
naturalifts, feamen, — every foul was on deck. Never were orders more fimultaneoufly 
obeyed, never was greater zeal exhibited. Nothing fliort, indeed, could have enabled 
us to efcape the danger^f every defeription with which we were threatened through, 
out this dreadful night. 

The 19th, the fek continuing to run high and covered with foam, and the crew 
b^g exhaufted with fatigue, the commander refolved to abandon thefe ffiocking feas, 
land bear away to a latitude nearer ‘ the equatorial regions, and .confequently warmer* 
and lefs liibjeft to tempefts. , 


Thus 
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Thus terttunated our firft recognizance oC^euwin’s Land, on which many obferva- 
liojps remaui for me to make ; but as we fliaU again revifit thefe (hores, till that period 
I defer ulterior details refpedting this part of the great Southern continent. 

CHAP. VI. — Endr^gbt's hand. 

[From 19th of June to 12th of July 1801.] 

After making the ille Rotjneft as I have before, notiqcd, we bore away north-weft* 
by-north, to avoid the AbriSthos of Houttman, fearfully famous for the ftiipwreck of 
Pelfar, and the ezd June in the morning, had the firlt fight of Endraght’s Land. Thi# 
part of New Holland prefents nearly the fame afped as Leuwin’s Land, that is to fay, 
a conllant Continuance of low coafis of nearly uniform level, fandy, fterilc, reddilh or 
grey, furrowed at its furface in different parts by ravines, ahnoft perpendicular iil every 
part, oftentimes Ihieliled by reefs ; in ffiort inacccllible, and perfedly juftifying the 
epithet bellowed on it by M. Boullanger of Iron Coalt. 

The following days we coaflcd the great ifland Dirk Haftighs, an illand ftill more 
bare than the coaft of which it appears a continuance ; polfelling the fame phyfical 
charader, it appc*ars no lefs inaccefliblc, and the fea dalhed with violence againft the 
vveftern Ihores along which we failed. 

Shortly alter we difeovered the iffe Dorre, even more tvild if poffible than that of 
Dirk Hartighs ; doubling then, northward, a fecond barren ifland, which, after .the 
general fyftem of nomenclature of that part of the land of Endraght, M. L. FreyCmd 
denominated the ifland Bernier, we found ourl'elves on the 26th June, in the evening, 
at the northern opening of the great bay of Sharks. 

The next day, the 27th, we entered it, having the ifles Dorre and Bernier on the 
right, and the continent on the left, the afped of which, at this point, is equally in- 
hofpitable with the countries feen on Ae preceding days. In no part of it, in Ihort, was^ 
any mountain to be diltinguilhed, any traces of rivers, of rivulets even, or torrents j in 
every part the coalt confilte^ of a red or white fand, utterly deftitute of verdure, other 
than that of dingy, Hunted, and llender Ihrubs, difperfed at confidcrable diltance on# 
from the other. 

The fea, on the contrary, appeared as if pleafed with oppofing in contrail to this 
frightful llerility, the moll varied and numberlefs produdions. We were on every 
fide furrounded by large banks of falpa, doris, meduftB, heroes, an ! porpites, fpecies 
of mollufcEC and zoophitesj we have noticed in the 3d chapter, or fliall have occafion to 
allude to : the prodigious number of thefe animals, their uniform apd extraordinary 
fhape, their beautiful colours, arlS the fupplencfs and celerity of their movements, were 
to all our companions, hfld efpecially to my friend Lefueur, my colleague Mauge, and 
myfelf, a fpedacle which excited pleafure and admiration in extreme. 

In midlt of thefe innocent and graceful legions were dillinguiflied a vail number of 
dangerous reptiles, which, gliding lightly over the furface of the waves, feeraedinre- 
folute purfuit of a heap of fmall clupeas, which fled prccipitately*towards the open fea. 

Thefe marine ferpents, which we lhall frequently have occasion, to mention, have 
hitherto been fo imperfcdly noticed by naturalills, and even by travellers, that h ap- 
pears to me imperative I Ihould be more particular in fpeaking of them. The whole of 
thefe lea-reptiles are dillinguilhed fromriand ferpents by their l;gil, which is flat and oar- 
Ihaped, and by their narrower body, which refembles that of an eel, and terminates , 
below almoll in an angle. They are of very various and fometimes extremely brilliant 
hue. Some have one uniform colour, fuchasgrey, yellow, green, or blueilh ; other* 
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have nngs of blue, white, red, green, y^ck, &c. ; thefe again are marked with large 
fpots, diipofed with lefs or greater regularity, while thole are diftiaguilhed by very 
fmall fpecks elegantly diftribuied ovdr the body. One of thefe fpecies isremai-kaDle:,! 
among the rell: by the colour of its head, which is ^ a brilliant purple red : this is the 
red-headed lea-ferpent of Dampier, vvjiowas the firft thgt remarked it in thefe parts. — . 
Like the land reptiles of tliis kind, fome of them are pcrlecliy innocent, others appear 
armed with vencraous fangs : their length is various, I'rom 30 to 40 centimeters* to 3 
and 4 meters t* . . 

Their range is not only along the fea-lhore *, w'c have loticed many at a dillancc of 
three or four hundred miles from any land ; but, what is molt lingular, we never faw 
any on the continent or on the illands : 1 certainly do itot mean from this remark to 
draw the conclulion that they do not live on land ; but we faw none at anytime ; and 
when fpeaking of animr.ls lb fingular, aji impartial obferver lliould omit no important 
lafl:, even when he finds himfelf unable to conceive or explain its caufe. 

It is in inidll of the hottell countries of the globe, in the Indian Ocean efpccially, 

^ the Perfian Gulf, the Red Sea, and that which bathes the north-weft and north of New 
Holland, that marine I'erpcnts are exclulively produced ; at leaft' i'uch is the lefuitof 
my <jwn obfervations, and the numerous refearches 1 have made into the narratives of 
travellers : the high temperature of thefe leas, the calm they habitually enjoy, the 
multiplicity of animals which are generated in its bofom, and on which tliefc I'erpcnts 
fee<^, appear to be the principal caulcs of their predilection for the equatorial feas. 

On opening the ftomach of I'everal animals of this kind, I have found it chiefly filled; 
with fmall and Ihell lilh ; while they ‘hcmfelvcs in turn become the prey of numerous 
Iharks, the movements of w'liich are fo inactive, fo clumfy ; but more minute obferva- 
tions of one of the habitudes of thefe animals, as 1 faw more of them, Ihewed me the 
probable caufe of this fpecies of phenomenon. Oftentimes thefe ferpents are leen aflccf) 

^ cn the furface of the waves ; their faculties are then fo completely abforbed, that our 
vell'el palling by them, iietwithftanding the noife it made, and the motion it gave to the 
I'urface, and Kotwiihlhmdiiig the conllant clamour of ihefailors, failed to awake it from 
'^ts fomnolcncy. ’Without doubt, it is at thefe moments of lethargy the unwieldy 
llsBFks are enabled to leii:e thefe nimble animals ; at leaft, it appears to me dillicult to 
account otherwife for their taking them. As to the caufe of this deep flecp, it is not 
unlikely to be that fpecies of Itupor, which, as in many animals of the lame family, is 
the accompaniment of digeliion. 

Thefe reptiles I'wini and dive with equal facility ; oftentimes, when we reckoned to 
enclole t-hem ip the nets we threw, they dilappeared j and plunging to confiderable 
dcplli beneath the waves, remained half an hour or I^mger without afeending again to 
the furface, or made their a])pearance at a VC17 confiderable diftance from the fpot 
where they funk. 

All fbele> dill erent habitudes, and this varying organization, uniting to diftinguillt 
pelagic lerpents from teiYcftrial, I have deemed it proper to rank them as a feparale 
lamily : ftill more particular rcalons for this dillinclion will be leen iu another part of 
niy works. . *' . 

W hile thc'n^nds of all were fixed on fo many dilTcrent objefts, wedifeovered on a 
fudden a large number ol w hales, advancing towards us with that velocity of which thefe 
anitnais are capable. Npver before had I contemplated luch a fight. The multitude 
of thefe cetaceous animals, their cblofl'al fize, their rapid evolutions, the water fpoutedi 
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from the two holes' in their head, all this apjipared to me lefs extraordinary, than to fee 
thefe powerful leviathans of the deep throw themfelves perpendicularly qut of the water, 

, fupport themfelves, as, it were, on the extremity of their tails, difplay their im- 
menfe fins, fall back on the iwaves, and open, with their immenfe weight, a 
paflage to the abyfs below, jn the midft of broken waves, and foam, and Ihowers ofe^ 
fpray. Now a numerous troop, of them advanced^ on a fingle line, fcQiningly contending 
in fupplcne's and velocity : now, on the other hand, ranged in file, they fwam delibe- 
rately, alternately diving beneath the furtacc and rc-appearing. Oftentimes they were 
noticed to wheel away in ptilrs, with a mutual complacency, which made me fufi.cdt this^ 
the fcafon of their loves. ^ ♦ 

In midft of thefe grand ohjefls of a'^ miration, the evening appeared to fall with 
fpeed unwonted, and when tlie entrance of night enforced us to caft anchor, our at- 
tention ftill was fixed on the difport of the whales. 

However formidable thefe animals from their dimenfions, the ftrength of their fins 
and their tall, and (he rapidity with which they cut the waves, nature has yet oppofed 
to them two rivals, and the terrible fword-filh on thefe fliores wages with them ani 
implacable and fanguinary warfare. 'I bis fouthern fword-fifli materially diflers from 
that of the north, in having two long fringes or bands of 25 to 30 cciiiimcfcrs long* by 
a breadth of from l>to 10 niiliimcters t, and which, placed by the fides of the fword, 
towards the middle, float freely in the water. Like that of the north, the fouthern 
fword-fifli is fufceptible of attaining a large fize, and many of tliem appeared to b|c no 
Icfs than 4 o*r 5 meters J in length. I liave before mentioned, in the chapter which 
treats of Leuwin’s Land, a combat of one of thefe animals with a whale ; wc were 
prefent again at a fimilar one in the Bay of Sharks. This took place clofe to our 
vcifcl in the night time, the moon then fliining with fplendor. The two adverfaries 
feemed to fight with equal refolution. The whale, cfpccially, made prodigious leaps, 
fpouted up water alrnoft uninterruptedly, and feemed exceedingly fatigued with th^ 
contefl it had to maintain. The iffue of the combat wc were unable to learn, as the two 
champions infcnfibly got to a diftance. 

This extraordinary abundance of whales in the Bay of Sharks, cannot fail 
day to render it of great importtmee, the fifliing here prefenting as much facility 
as advantage^ Strangers to every fpecies of attack from man, the whales of thefe 
regions, unalarmed at his prefence, have not yet learned to dread his fliafts ; fuch in- 
deed was their difregard of us, that we frequently were apprehenfi’ > of their ftriking 
againft our boats, as they came to the furface to breathe, immediately ciol'e to theii fides. 

Frefli water, unfortunately, is generally, and altogether wanting m this part of 
Endraght’s land, yet great as this clifadvantage, it is not without remedy, for eliewhere 
we fhall have occafion to fliew that Captain llaniclin was enabled, with a fingle ftill, to 
obtain daily eighty pints of foft water, and thus fupply a confiderable part of thofe 
of his fliip's crew who were on the continent. To opr fhip-owners, efpecially of the 
Ifle of France, is it that this untried branch of induftry promifes benefit j and did not 
the nature of this work exclude detail on undertakings of this defeription, it would be 
eafy for me to prove that there exifts, perhaps, no kind of fpcculatjon more honourable 
or' more certainly lucrative ; but, to return to our navigation towarth ’the interior of 
the bay. 

The 28th of June we anchored oppofite the Ifle Bernier, on which next day I 
landed. It is of a narrow, dongated figure, fcarcbly fifteen miles long, by a breadth 
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of five or fix. Its weftern coaft, altoget^r expofed to the fury of the wind firm fea 
is briftled with, breakers, againft which the waves dafli with a frightful noifc. In front 
of its northern extremity is the little iflet, Kok^ (Cox), a wild rock joined to the 
main nearly by a chain of reefs. All‘the eaftern fide is indented and craggy; but 
djhere the waves break with lefs impetuoljty than in the w/?{l ; on which account it is 
eafy enough to land from the little creefks.. 

The fand of the fhore is quartz mixed \viili a large portion of calcareous ryinstimugh 
attenuated. The fubftance of the ifl^nd even is compofed, in its inferior beds, of a 
calcareous Ihelly freeftone, fometiines whitilh, fometiines red, depofited in horizontal 
layers, the thicknefs of which varies fi'om two to three decimeters *, and which, being 
extremely uniform in their projedion, offer for mafon’s work ftones already half pre- 
pared by nature. 

The (hells encrufted in the mafs of thefe rocks, are altnoft all of them univalve ; they 
belong moft particularly to the genus naticc of M. Dc Lamarck, and have great affinity 
to the fpccies of natice found alive at the foot of thefc rocks ; they, doubtlefs, have 
been petrified many ages back, for, feparate fi'om their being exceedingly difficult to 
extrad from the Itone, in confcquence of their clofe adhefion, they arc obferved at 
the depth of more than 50 meters f below the prefent level of the fea. 

However great the regularity of thefe layers in general, they are yet not all of them 
homogeneous in their fubfiance ; there is in particular a variety of fpccies of thefe rocks 
more remarkable in their ftructure. 'I'hefe are aggregated calcareous pebbles (filiculi), 
in faiidy, ochrous earth, which adheres to them with fuch tenacity, that the'gangue is not 
to be fepjmated from the pebbles but b,y breaking both. All thefe pebbles arc of glo- 
bular form, and are compofed of a great number of concentric zones which furround a 
kernel confiding of a hard and browniffi freeftone that yields fparks. The different 
llrata round the kernel are but a few millimeters in thicknefs, and have diiferent co- 
lours, from a deep red to a bright yellow. 'J'he general difpofition of this breccia gives 
it a coarfe refemblance to the globular granite of the ifland of Corfica, while, by its 
ribbony and concentric beds, it has fomewhat the appearance of the agathes-onyx. It is 
moreover fufceptible of poliffi, and might be rendered fubfervient to different objeds 
of fervice, or even of luxury. 

The beds of freeftone of different kinds conftitute, to fpeak properly, the entire 
of this country, but on the rocks themfelves is impofed a ftratum of fand of lefs or 
greater depth, which is fpread over the whole ifland, rifing near its edges into a fort 
of girdle of very moveable downs, from 20 to 26 meters j "liigh. This fand, fimilar 
to that of the lliore, is very calcareous, of an extreme fine grain, which fhould feem to 
render it liable to be readily difperfed by the winds, and confequently to caufe the face 
of the ifland to be changed according to their caprice and violence. We fliall fpeedily 
f/Lv the counteradion of nature to prevent dilbrders of this kind. 

The mineralogical account I have fketched of the ifland Bernier applies in the moft 
precife manner to the iflands Dorre and Dirk -1 lartighs ; what 1 am about to fty of 
the animal and vegetable produdions of this ifland is alfo equally applicable to the 
others. Under thiq point of view, its Jbiftory in general becomes more interefting, 
and is deferving‘that detail which I have deemed juft to give of all its eonftituent 
parts. Let us only add to thefe primaijy confiderations, that in no part whatever are 
any fourccs of fpring wa^er to be found, or any trace of conftant moifture. ‘ 

On fuch a foil it is of ready cofijedure vegetation ’can but be wretched, and in a 
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languifhing ftate ; ftill it is not fo abfoIuteI)fi' negative as might at firft be fufpe^led. 
In faft, there are found here a tolerable variety of fmall trees and Ihrubs, among which 
is a kind of fig-tree, the fruit infipid to the tafte’, and fcarcely fo large as a walnut ; 
two or three fpecics of fmall xnimofce, with pleafing and odoriferous flowers, a fmall 
melaleuca, fome atripliccs, a rumtx, &c. ; but. of its vegetable produftions there are 
three on which a greater ftrefs appears to me |equifite to be laid^ as the hiftory of thefe 
is combined clofely to that of the foil. ™ 

The firft of thefe plants is a fpecics of fpinifex,,or was at leaft efteemed to be fo by 
our botaiiifts : it grpws in the moft arid places, forms a fort of turf fometimes of 
pretty large extent, which is naturally fpread in a thoufand pleafing forms, prefenting 
here long and regular alleys, there a r umber of fmall wavy paths, here again a 
variety of figures more or lefs extraordinary, counterfeiting in Ihort the moft piaurefque 
and varied parterres. This fingular plant is compofed of an infinite number of leaves, 
capillary, radical, fefljle, ftifl', and fo fharp that it is impoflible to touch any of thefe 
verdant brambles without being pierced by a thoufand little darts, which remain in 
the Ikin, and occafion the moft vexatious pain. The prodigious tenuity of thefe 
leaves, or rather thefe thorns, render them fufceptible of a decompofition as mpid as 
complete; and this plant muft be regarded as the eflential fource of that fmall quan- 
tity of vegetable earth which is found in fome parts of the ifland. 

The fecond fpecies of. plants which on thefe fliorcs is worthy of notice for its ex- 
traordinary character, is a mimofa, whofe knotty and ftunted trunk fcarcely rifes to 
the height of 7 to 10 decimeters * above the foil, but which furnifhes a variety of 
branches from 5 to 7 meters t long, horizontally Ipread at a fmall height from the 
ground, and fo tufty and interwoven, that the fmall animals which come to feek for 
fhelter in its fliacle, are obliged, as we fliall fliortly deferibe, to work themfelves a 
covered way through the inextricable labyrinth of branches, leaves, and boughs. 

While, by means thus fingular, the vegetable 'bed gains growth, while the plants;, 
fade on the furface of the earth to brave with more impunity the fury of the tempeft, 
and to concentrate in fome ,raeafure the rains and dews beneath their lhade, the mov- 
ing downs of fand arc found enchained and faftened to their appointment by aft'- 
immenfely wide- fpread net of living and natural cords. I'hcre are ftoloniferous § 
roots of a large fpecics of cyperus, the hard and brittle item of which rifes 
from 7 to 1 o decimeters j| above the foil, and terminates in a globular ear of the 
fize of the fift, and in every part briftling with a long beard. This fpecies of 
gramcn, which we lliall 'havc occafion again to remark on diflerent points of N6w - 
Holland, is the more interelling, from its yielding a i'arinaceous grain lik& that of 
wheat ; but, unfortunately, almoft all the flowers of it are barren, fo that often- 
times it happens, that fcarcely two or three grains are colleded from the bulky 
ear. Poflibly thefe abortions might ceafe were the plant to be cultivated in Si lefs 
.arid foil ; but without paufing on a matter fo doubtful, let us be content with tioticing 
that the acquifition of this cord-rooted gramcn might not be without its utility in 
Europe ; and alfuredly, it would be a circumftance not a little’ remarkable if the de- 
vaftating lands of the neighbourhood of Cadiz Ihould ultimately be chjuned with 
fetters brought from the barren Ihores of the Aullralafian continent. * M. Riedle had 

* Z7 to 39 inchc* Englllh. f 15I to 23 feet. 
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formed this ofcful plan ; but death felelked this eftimable and laborious charaQer for 
his firft vidim, and many fimilar defigns died with th?ir benevolent author. 

There are no inhabitants of the human fpecies on this ifland, nor any convincing.^, 
proof of their ever making it a place o*l" refidence, orTcafual refort. 

The only animal of the mammiferous kind is the ftreped kangaroo *, the fmalleft 
and mod elcganF fpecies of this extr^rdinary genus of animals peculiar to New 
Holland : it is moil; particularly clraraaerizcd by the conic form of its body, ||ie 
difproportion* of its legs, the pocket. in front in which it carries its young, &c. 

The fpecies in queftion is immediately diftinguiflicd from the others of its genus 
hitherto known, by twelve or fifteen tranfverfal ftripcs acrofs its back, of a llightly 
brownilh red, lefs regular, and lefs diilinci: at the uj^per part of the lliouldcrs where 
they begin, and incrcafing gradually in deepnefs of colour and appearance towards 
the tail, at the bafe of which they terminate. Thefe Itripes arc loft on the fides, and 
have no exiftcnce on the belly ; the face of the animal and the feet arc of a lightifli 
yellow, the abdomen marked by grey but whitilh, the reft of its body of a hare grey, 
varying itsfliado in different animals : the ears of this fpecies are fhortcr in proportion 
to the fize of it than in any other of its genus ; the fame may bo fiid of its tail, which 
is likewife weaker, and which, entirely bare of hair, has much fimilitude to that of a 
rat. As to other matters, its form is fimilarly conc-ftiaped, the difproportion between 
its fore and hind legs is the fame, as is the diftribution of its toes, nails, kc. All thefe 
details, however, which will be given in the zoologic part of our works, ai e foreign 
to this narrative : it is fufHcicnt I have deferibed the prominent charafleriftics of 
this pretty animal. ► 

The? ftriped kangaroo peoples with its herds the three illands of Bernier, Dorre, and 
Dirk-Hartighs ; but of this fpecies we found none in any part of the continent, or in 
any of the iflamls which we furveyed in fucceffion. The fame phenomenon will 
» hereafter be feen with rofpeft to all the various fpecies of kangaroos ; that is to fay, 
that each fpecies will be feen to exift on fuch and fiich illands, or on particular por- 
tions of land, without any one of them appearing beyoiyi the limits peculiar to its 
fpecies. 

I)eftitute of every means of attack or defence, like all other feeble animals, and 
efpecicdly like the hare of our climates, the kangaroo is timid, and gentle jn extreme. 

Jt is alarmed at the flighteft noife ; a breath of wind will even make it fly. Hence, notwhh- 
ftanding their numbers on the ifland Bernier, wc found it at firft extremely difticult totake 
them. Within the impenetrable thickets 1 have deferibed, thefe animals couldbrave the 
aftivity ol pur hunters with impunity; and, when they left them, iffued byfome unknown 
inlet, and bounded with the utrnoft fpoed to another favouring covert, without the hun- 
ters |)eing able to conceive how it was poftible they could penetrate ,and difappear fo 
promptly in thefe mazy flielteis ; but foou they difeovered that each of thefe little 
thickets had feveral covered v.ays terminating at the centre, and leaving them a choicq 
^of iffue as circumftances I'cquired. No fooner known was this circumftancc than their 
deftruftion was afl’ureil ; our fportfnien united, and while fome beat the thicket, others 
placed themfelves at the feveral entries,* fo that the animal, a prey to fuperior guile, 
on fccking to* eVeape, prefented itfclf to almoft inevitable deftruition. The fleib of 
this animal appeared to us, as it had dune to Dumpier, much like that of a warren- 
rabbit, but far more arontatic,% confequence, nb doubt, of its aliment, which is plants, 
ahnoft generally odoriferous. It is moll affurcdly the beft meat we met with 

, • Kangurue fafeiatus. Iv. 
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from the kangaroo, and the acquifition of this fpecies would be a real benefit to 
Europe. 

At the time we were on thefe fhores all the females that were full-grown had in 
‘their pocket a young one of tolerable fize, which they endeavoured to protedl with 
truly admirable courage ; were they wounded they fled, carrying their young in this 
pocket, and never abandoning it, until ovcrcoihc with fatigue,, and exhaufted with lols 
of blood, they could fupport its weight ndt longer; then they flopped, helped the 
yiSiing oiie out of the bag, and pointed out to it the fpot wdiere it had, the g^eatefl: 
promife of fecurlty : tin y then continued their flight with what celerity they could ; 
did it happen the hunter gave over the chaco, or flacUened his purfuit, the wounded 
mother returned to the thicket wliich had given its cU'spring an afylum, called it by 
a fpecies of grunting, carcfleil it with ailedion, as if to difiipate its fears, made it re- 
enter the pocket, and fought, with this precious burflien, Ibme new llieltcr where the 
hunter might not be able to difeovor it, or force it from its retreat. Similar w^cre the 
marks of intelligence and airecHion thefe poor inotlicrs ('xhibited when they felt them- 
felves mortally hurt : their wiiole care was laviflied on their young ; far from feeking 
to efcape the huutfnuin, they luddonly flopped, and their lafl ed'orts were expended 
in the prefervatiou of their young. — Generous felf-devoiion, of which the hiftory of 
animals prdenls lb many examples ! and which the human fpecies is fo often reduced 
to envy. 

During our Hay on Ifle Bernier wo caught a number of iIuTe young animals; but 
the major p.trt, as yet no doubt too weak, diil not long furvive the ir captivity. One 
only remained of thefe and became tame ; tins animal ate bread with pleafure, and 
feemed to rclilh exceedingly the fugared water wc gave it. 'I’he lafl tafle is the 
more extraordinary, as on t!ic iflaads whicii thefe animals inhabit there is not any 
foft water to be found. Tiiis young kangaroo was accidentally killed at Timor : we 
felt its lot's the let's fenfibly, as, having but one of the fpecies, we could not liope to 
naturalize it in Europe ; this firfl attempt, however, proves clearly that the fpecie/ 
in quefUoa might cafily be tamed, and I again repeat, w'ould be a moft valuable ac- 
quifition to our parks and ^arcls. 

If a few troublefomo or injurious animals be excepted, which wc fliall notice, all 
arc rare on tbc unhappy foil of which w'c treat ; the cl.ifs of birds, for example, is 
copfined to wretched cormorants, diveps kinds of boobies, petrels, lari, fea eagles, and 
oflralega:*, which far from man and his fhafes, multiply their voracious flights on 
thefe uuprodutlivc rocks.- The land-birds are the fly-calchcTs, the I’peckled nngpye, 
and a beautiful fpecies of litmoufe, with a blue culiar, which will, as it delcrves, 
further noticed. ' 

The reptiles confifled of a fpecies of lizard j, one of the larged of that genus, and 
the very fltort and large tail *)f which makes the animal appear at firfl fight with two 
heads ; a beautiful fpecies of tubinambis j; 12 to iC decimeters long § ; a„, geeko j] of 
from 10 to 13 centimeters 'i'he hiftory of thefe fpecies, all of which are new, 
will be prefented with the corref'ponding details in the zoological pitbure of New» 
Holland. , 

Perhaps no country in the world abounds more in fifli than the grea» Bay of Sharks ; 
but this abundance is unknown oil' the fhores of tlie ifle Bernier. •• In the bofom of the 
neighbouring havens it is that thefe animals go to fe^ the calm and aliment they 
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require j we fliall mention them at a future occafion. Here all that is neceffary > 
to fay is, that our hfhing was^almofl; wholly fruiilefs, our colledlions in this department 
not having been enriched here by mfere than ten new fpecies. 

In midft of the fea-boat-rocks of the ifland Bertijer, inhabit different fpecies of' 
polypi, fome of which attain extraordinary fize ; many that I faw v ere from 9 to 13 
decimeters long •j when their arms weVe extended. 

In teftaceous animals, properly fpeaking, thefe fcas were more abundant ; but, if 
mufcles and oyfters be excepted, which delight in rocks and angry w'aves, all of thftn 
were univalve. In the bottom of thd bay, buried in the mud an ! fand, numerous and 
magnificent bivalve animals abound. We lhall at a future period tear them from 
their peaceful beds, but, not to anticipate the.' natural order of the relation, we {hall 
content ourfelves with indicating here fome of the mofl rciuarkabu; fiiell-fifh collcdlcd 
at the ifle Bernier. 

Of all the fpecies of mufcles hitherto known, tliat which I have difeovered here i? 
iricontcftibly the moil handfome and fplendid : dripped of its marine coat, it reflects 
ail the moll vivid colours of the pril'm and precious floties ; it is even dazzling. 1 
have deferibed it under the head Mytilus efl’ulgcns. 

From other caufes the oyfter oi thefe parts i deferves particular attention ; its in- 
ferior valve is a fpecies of greatly lengthened cone, 16 to 19 centimeters J long^ and 
more or Icfs regular. Fixed on the rock by its jioint and one of its ildes, it is covert d 
by a fecond valve, which much refembles the fame piece of our oyfter, and which 
ferves as a cover to the lower ftiell I fliall next deferibe : the whole depth oi the lower 
fhell is not filled by the animal ; it is found placed ir. the upper part he cone, the 
lower part of v. • ich is occupied by a number of tranfvcrfal divifraiiK. much fimiiar to 
t’ e glaffes of a S'. ;>tch, and which are continued to the extremitv the point which 
fer es '^s a fupport to the fhell. I’heir concave fide? are turned uj varcls, and between 
them are vacant fpaces filled with an aeriform flu'd, die nature of which it would have 
'been worth determining. Howevei lingular I'lis oyfter-fhclk its inhabitant was not 
the Icfs delicate, for all united in praile ■ f its oxcelleiice 

Among the univalve conchology peculiar to this part <df Endraght’s land, I muft 
not omit t( oint out a beautiful I'pedos of trochus§, of the moil deep and lively 
green j a fpecies of patella which, owing to its fize, I denominated gigantia ; a mag- 
nificent volute [|, fprinkled with while fpfits, reprefi iiOiig io many docks of fnow, apd, 
above all a cone or rouleau , about 40 millimeter;-’' " long, of a light orange colour, 
and diftinguifhed by a band three lines broad, which fc>lluws.tlu! windings of the fpiral, 
and whiob, in a fhell newly takem from the w’ater, bs of a fplendid blue like the lapis 
lazuli. Two fpecies of terreltrial fliells in aftonilliing abundance cover large fpaces in 
the interior of the ifland, but all of them uninhabited ; one was a fpecies of helix, the 
other belonged to the genus buliine of M. Lamarck. 

Theffanuly of cruftaceat i .lunts no great number of fpecies on thefe fhores, but of 
thefe are two of the genu»s Fortune of M. Latrcllett, w'hich cover the rocks in myriad.S. 
f Some of thefe crabs arc but four or five inches long, and the flefli of them is excel- 
lent ; on occafion they would furnifli a food equally inexhauftiblc and falutary. 

infefts in general are not numerous on this ifland, if ants alone be excepted ; of 
thefe the number of.fpecies is five or fix, and their legions are innumerous. After 
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the RRts eome blattse or kannerelEe, one fpecies of which attains conliderable fize. 
Of grafshoppers, crickets, &c. we diftinguifhed fome curious fpecies. I mull under 
this hwd obferve, that the family orthopteres, which commonly prefer arid and dry 
fituations, prefent a great number of fpecies on*the continent of New Holllnd, and 
that each of them appear to have Angularly multiplied. More than on one occafion 
will it occur to us to remark the interefting affinity of the nature of. the foil with its 
various prod unions. 

fn "lidfl: o the indented rocks I have deferibed live jnany echini, whldi are fome*. 
times very difficult of fi paration from the calcareous rock, to which they feem encrulled. 
In the fame fpots dwell feveral fpecies of fea ftars of the genus ophiura ; one 
one of thefe * is remarkable for its long :;.-ms of from eight to ten inches, articulated, 
fragile, and brilt.cd with fmall thorns. From its retreat between the chinks of the 
rocks this animal 1) retches .0 a diftance its long tentaculas, and ufes much dexterity 
in feizing its prey, and dragging it to its little ca”". A fecond fpecies of ophiutat 
Ihonc during the night like a beaut "' 1 ftar, by means of five glands or tubercles 
placed on its difle. 

In the clafs of folid zoophytes, befidcs fome fpecies of millipora:, Ls a branching 
madrepore from fix to feven inches high, the extremity of which is dillinguilhed, when 
in a ffelh ftate, by an extreme lively and pure rofe colour. 

rom all the oblcrvations 1 have prefented in the zoology of the ifland Bernier, and the 
fea I which it is beaten, there rcfults that the terreftrial animals arc few, and, except the 
kanga’ lo, alTof them either troublcfome or injurious ; that the La on the contrary is 
remarnably fecund, 1 that from the bulky vihalc to tne microfcopic polypus, the 
whoxe of the claffes if tiie animal reign have numerous and intereilir.:; families; an-^ 
when, in another part '.liis rciatiun, we fliall have indicated the various produttions 
of the great gulf at t‘ e entrance •'■f which we now halt, it will without doubt be 
granted, that few feas ha\ e been more ’aviffily e- dowed by nature than ’ I'e which ^ 
bound their fhorcs. 

M. Peron here dcfcribes^thc dangers he ran in his refcarches on the nland, from 
lofing his way, and from falling alleep where a boat was font to bring him on board ; 
he commemorates likewife the kindnefs and alieftion ot Lieutenant P .quer, v. 
even ventured to difobey his orders, by continuing his fearch beyond the time by whici , 
if he ffiould not find him, he was ordered to return, and leave him behind. ' 7'his nar« 
ralive, as of inferior intereft, is palled rn refutue the thread of the rel .don. 

In the mean time (he NtUuraiide not making its appearance, our commander re- 
folved on proceeding farther into I he Bay ot Sharks in fearch of it, and There t6 
await its arrival. In this view v e weighed anchor on the 30th of June. We made but 
little way during the day, throughout the whole of which we fteered amidft immenfe 
(hoals of fifli, of which, as we failed along, we caught great numbers. All thd* fpe- 
cies were new, and belonged to the genera labra;, baliftae, cones, oflracions,* cheto- 
dona;, &c. The whole evening alio we dillingui tiled an enormous quantity of whales, 
many of which came very near to our thip. \\^e likewife law diany fea-ferpents five 
or fix feet in length. , 

At length, on the 2d July, we anchored in Dampier’s Bay, on the ifoFth of a point 
of land, which, like the previous navigators^ we confidered art ifiand, but which 
M. L. Freycinet, as will hereafter appear, found to ' be ^ confiderable peninfula. 
Scarcely were we anchored, before the Iky was invblved in big clouds, and on the 

I 
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fttcceeding day, th£ 3d» we were aSailed by fo vblent a ilormr> ithat we were oUlged 
to weigh anchor precipitately, to make for the nort|i, where we had proceeded the 
day before. This hurricane caufed us to run ^reat nazards thw whole of the ijjght 
tween ile 3d and 4th ; as, to avoid 'the weftem ifles, we threw ourfelves among the nu- 
merous banks of the caftem coaft, between which we v'ere conftrained to luff up Until 
day-light. In one tack, by the veffel not anfwering the helm, we were on the point 
of fbiking on the point of the high banks, which forms the northern boundary of 
Dampier’s bay. 

Fortunately this ftorm was as fhort of duration as it was violent ; and the next day, 
4th of July, finding ourfelves oppofite to the ifle Bernier, our commander again cafi: 
anchor, determined to await there the junftion of the Naturalifte, which we expefted 
daily , to take place. In confequence of this refolution, two tents were eroded on the 
back of the downs, defigned, one for the naturalifts and the aftronometer, the other for 
the commander himfelf. 

On the 6th at day-break, I proceeded towards the weftern coafl of the illand, which, 
more fheltered from the fury of the winds, feemed to promife a numerous and impor- 
tant colledion, nor was I in this point deceived ; but, as if the ifle Bernier was deftined 
to be conllantly fatal to me, I ran the greateft pollible rifk of being buried in the waves. 
After having traverfed the fea-fhore for a long time, without being able to fiiid the 
beautiful fpecies of trochac, patellae, cones, and volutes, I have before deferibed, other 
than dead, 1 rcfolved to pafs a dangerous rc-ef which projeded into the fea, in the 
finuofities of which I hoped to meet with living fhell-fifh. There were there abundance 
of thefe indeed, but while moll intenf on difengaging them from the rock, a big wave 
ftruck with fuch force over the ridge of the reef, as to bear me with it agaiull the rocks 
contiguous : my cloaths in an inllant were torn to pieces, and I was covered with 
wounds and blood. I colleded myfelf notwithftanding, and exerting all my ftrength, 
clung firmly to a point of the rock, and thus avoided being borne away by the returning 
wave, which without doubt would have been my dcltruclion. Leaving now the fea, I 
dragged myfelf along to the fliore, which I had no fooncr gained, than I fainted fronx 
pain and lofs of blood. In this Hate I remained till night, without power to relume my 
way to the tents. My right knee clpccially was fo painful, and fo much cut, that it 
feemed to me irapolTiblc 1 Ihould be able to walk ; but gradually the pain abated, and 
[ plucked up courage j a large fire, which I dillinguilhed on the fuminit of a down of 
fand, ferved to dired my lleps, and by midnight I rejoined my companions. 

Seeing me covered with contufions and wounds, and bathed in blood, many of my 
friends <vere afi'eded to tears, and even the commander himfelf feemed to feel for my 
deplorable fituation. I was fliortly alter attacked with fever, pretty ftrong at firft, but 
the chief of my wounds turning out to be of little confequence, I was foon in condition, 
if n6t to refume my excurfions, yet to make a curious feries of obfervations and experi- 
ments \>n the relative temperature of the atmofphere, and the interior of the earth, af 
different hours of the day and night. The refult will with additional intereft appear in 
fpeaking of the inhabitants of Endraght’s land and their fingular dwellings. 

In the mean time all <Jtir labours advanced towards their clofe j the aftronomer bad 
determined by Numerous obfervations the pofition of the illands on which we were en- 
ouoped ; Meffrs. Eoulianger and Maqronard, in a long and tirefome excurfion, had 
furveyed the entire eaftefn coall ; and by one of ray colleagues and myfelf the whole 
of the produdbons of the foil had been colledled. Nothing therefore detained us longer 
on thefe (hores but the Naturalifte, and ftill this (hip did not make its appearance ; it 
was requifite at length we moqid give up expefting" herj and the 12 th July, in the 

morning. 
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taorniog) we weighed ^chor to purfue our .examination northward of Eudraght’s 
land. .,j-. 

(Dn the fame day we doubled a ikrge cape which forms the north-eaft point of the bay 
of ShaHcs, and which has the appearance of an enbrmous baflion ; we called it' Cape 
Cuvier in memory of a learned aaturalifl; of that njime. . , , 

In the night, between the 14th and 15th of July, we palTed the tropic of Capricon for 
the fourth time ; the thermometer was from i6* to 18* the barometer from aS^’i* 
to 20’’ 3'. The portion of land we coafted, like ihc reft of thefe unpleaftng fhores, 
was naked, fterile, low, uniform, fandy, and wettilh. The 1 5th, at noon, we were in 
latitude 22* 17' foutb, no® 46' eaft of Paris. 

From the t8ih to the 22d we had fight of the river King William, which in no re- 
fpeQ: is deferving of the importance that, from the ancient charts of this part of New 
Holland, one would feel inclined to give it. The opening of it is narrow, barred by 
rufs, and embarraffed by rocks j and the direction it feems to affed inclines me to 
imagine that, like all the other pretended rivers of this continent, it is only a fort of 
channel by which the waters of the fea penetrate a greater or lefs depth in land. More- 
over, at its mouth, no fenfible difference is obferved in the colour of the waves ; in 
crofling it no current is experienced ; and the continent in this part prefents the fame 
pifture'of barrennefs and monotony to which I have had fo often to advert. 

The fame may be faid of the north- weft cape of New Holland, which we defcried the 
22d July and which we denominated Cape Murat. In front of this important cape R 
pretty extenfive'reef is projected, againft which the fea breaks with violence. On the 
north, and, as it were, on the lame line, feven fandy, low, and ’barren illands prefent 
themfelves, called the Illands Rivoli, in memory of the celebrated victory of that name. 
Thefe illands are inconfiderable, the largeft of them not exceeding three leagues in 
length ; but they are very eafy for navigators to reconnoitre, and their pofition in front 
of Ope Murat renders them of importance. 

Immediately beyond the cape, and the illands I have juft deferibed, begins De Witt’s 
Land, a hfew theatre of troubles and perils which we are about to pourtray in the 
fucceeding chapter. 

CHAP.. VII DeHWsLand. 

I^From the 23d July to the i6th Auguft tSoi.]] 

UNDER the name of Dd Witt’s Land is generally comprized all that part of New ’ 
Holland which, from the north-weft cape extends to the north cape of this vaft con- 
tiuMlt, thus comprizing ten degrees nearly of latitude by fifteen of longitude. It was 
difeovered, according to common opinion, by William de Witt, a Dutch navigator, who 
gave it his name ; but the epoch of this difeovery is uncertain ; fome ftate it to haVe 
tal|en place in 1616, others in 1623, or even 1628. In this laft year alfo it iff tfjat 
Vianen is reputed to have been wrecked on this coaft. In i66gf Dampier appeared off 
thefe Ihores; but repulfed by fimilar obftacles, which will be feen’to have multipUed 
theififelves around us, he was obliged to abandon them. At length, in 1 705,, three 
Dutdi Ihips were expedited from Timor to reconnoitre De Witt’s Lancf, *and that'of 
Van Diemen on the north j but this laft voyage never having been ^ublilhed, all cir- 
cuHiHances relating to it remain unknown ; it appears, however, that to this laft under* 

6 o^* to 644° of Fahrenheit. 
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are owing thE details, exceedingly tnexad, from which iMs part of New Hdllaati<| 
is l«ud down in the common maps.^ From that epoc^, a century has elapfed without any 
European fhip having been feen inthefe feas, and ihortly it w 9 l appear that it was not 
without reafon that nav^tors have kept at adiilance from thefe dangerous ilmres. 

The 23d July we paOra within fight of a low and barren ifiand, about .thriM leagues 
in length, called Hermit Ifland, from the brave officer in the navy of that name. 

From the 23d to the 25th we had flagging winds and dead calms, which did not ad- 
mit of ouB mamng much prijgrefs, and the currents carried us far enough from the 
Ihore to prevent our having fight of it. The temperature of the fea at its forface was 
then 20" of Reaumur*, and multiplication went on rapidly in its bofom. Independent, 
in faft, of a prodigious number of medufm, falpm, porpites, &c. we were furrounded 
by fi(h of different kinds, efpecially balifim, chastodons, cliipete, &c. which muft be 
placed at the head of equatorial fifn. . Large fharks were fcen at every infiant about 
the fhip, and every where whales and turtles in profufion. We likewife diftinguifhed 
two new fpecies of fea-fcrpents, the one from eight to ten feet (Englifli) in length, of 
a green colour, fpotted with red and brown ; the other, from three to tour feet long, 
of a duller green, was diftinguifhed by large yellbw and black fcales on its back. 

The 27th, we had fight of a fmall archipelago, which we called Foreftier’s Archi- 
pelago, in honour of the chief of the firft divifion ojf the miniflry of marine. ‘ Thefe 
iflands, which we afterwards examined with greater exaftitude, arc at a fhort diftance 
from thofe of Rofemary, and the Archipelago of Dampier. We reckoned fix princi- 
pal ones, the largeft but from three to four leagues in length : they ap'pear to be gene- 
rally low and flerile, like thofe of Rivoli ; one of them, however, defignated the 
Ifland Dcpuch, and which lays in latitude 20° 35' 30'''' fouth, longitude 115° 12' 50''' 
eaft of Paris, prefented itfelf under fuch a particular appearance, that the commander 
thought right to examine it with greater nicety. For this purpofc M. Ronfard fet off 
in the long boat. Vainly did the naturalifts requeft to be put on fhore, not one could 
obtain this permiflion. M, Ronfard returned by ten the next morning ; he related 
that Depuch Ifland was only from four to five miles long^; that a boat can re^ily land i 
and that from different marks of the tides upon the rocks, the greatefl difference of 
high and low water appeared to be 26 feet (Englifti). 

By the mere appearance of this ifland we could difeover that its charafrer and nature 
were different from all we had hitherto feen. In faft, the land was higher, the figure 
of it more marked, and proportionately as we advanced this difference became more 
evident. Inftead of thofe uniform coafts prefenting no point, no eminence whatever, on 
this ifl'and were feen pointed and folitary rocks, which like fo many needles feemed to ftart 
from the furface. The whole ifland was volcanic, prifms of bafalt, generally pentasdra, 
heaped one upon the other, and moft commonly lying on their angles, conftituted its 
entire mafs. There they arofe like walls of hewn ftone; here they prefented them- 
felves in form of a pavement, fimilar to the Giant’s Caufeway, fo much renowned. 
In fome parts, excavutions were feen, of various depths ; here the watery which 
ran from neighboliring parts, uniting, formed a kind of fountains, in which oui 
feamen met with fome excellent water of ferruginous nature. In thefe fpots, 
more moifh than others, vegetation was rather afHve, and about them grew fome hand- 
ibme fhrubs, wifh trees of higher fizc, which formed very pleafing groves } the reft 
oFthe ifland, with a different difpofition, prefented likewife as different a peripefrive ; 
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araorg thefe heap^ of lava, piled in the rudeft diforder, a general Iterilitv reigns ; and 
the black colour of the volcaniEed rocks added to the mournful ant^ monotonous 
afped 9f the little ijiand. WflUking is attended with difficulty on account of the 
b^altic prilms whfch, horizontally difpofed, pyefent their angular and falient edges 
vertically.^ ** The colour of this bafalr,” fays my jnterefting friend Depuch, who 
poffeffcd different fpecimens or it, “ is grey, inclining to blue j its texture is very clofe, 
its grain fine, and in appearance like petro-filex ; brilliant lamina, in'cgularly difpofed, 
ai^ diffeminated throughout the whole mafs ; without acids it docs not cffervefcti, nor 
does it fenfibly anfwer the magnet ; its exterior hjJs fuffbred foine change, produced by 
ferruginous particles : this decompofition does not commonly extend to a greater depth 
than a line or two.*’ 

M. Ronfard imagines there is ground for conjefture, from the general conformation 
and colour of the neighbouring portion of the continent, that it is of fimilar Volcanic 
nature. This would, without doubt, have been an objefi of the more confequence to 
verify, from nothing volcanic in New Holland having hitherto been noticed, and from 
our having, until this infiant, met with nothing of this kind ; but our commander,, 
without any concern for a phenomenon which yet has important relation to the geo- 
graphy of this part of New Holland, ordered the continuance of our courfe. 

Depuch Iflaiid is the moft eaftern of the clufter that forms the archipelago of 
Foreftier, and Is one of the fmalleft, but its volcanic conftitution gives it a prominent 
charafter. It is not commonly inhabited ; but the favages from the main land may 
poffibly vifit* it occafionally, as M. Ronfard found traces of fires formerly kindled on 
the ground, and fractures of bafalt recently effeded, which appeared to be the refult 
of human exertion. Only one quadruped was Ifeen, which at a diftance appeared to be 
a dog ; a conj>.dure rendered more probable from that fpccics being fpread over every 
point of the neighbouring continent. One of our failors, indeed, thought he diftin- 
guiflied a kangaroo, of a fmall fpecies. The only birds were fome fly-catchers, and 
fea-fowl. A grey ferpent was brought thence, fix feet long, of the genus boa. Infed* 
were numerous, of the genera ant, grafshopper and cricket, and efpecially a fmall kind 
of fly, which from its fwatms was fingularly troublefoiiie to our people. Among the 
Ihell-filh mull be noticed a beautiful fpecics of pyrulae *, elegantly adorned with fmall 
aurora-coloured fpots. 

Behind the archipelago of Forrefiier the continent feemed to be deeply indented ; 
the bay between the lands we termed Foreftier Bay. The 28th July, at five in the 
evening, we difeovered a.prctly extenfive bank, which wc had nnicli cliiliculty to avoid : 
the fea broke againft it with violence, and the foundings diminiflied fo Rapidly, as 
we approached it, that in a few inftants they gave lefs than eight fathoms. We called 
this bank the Shoal of the Gcographe. 

The fame day wc had fight of land at different points : the points appeared to us 
even lefs elevated than thofe obferved the day before; and, notwithftanding^ we were 
only in ten fathoms water, fcarccly could we perceive them ffom the deck. We, how- 
ever, at intervals of fpace diftinguilhed fevcral large columns ,of fmoke, which fatif- 
fied us of the prefence of man on thefe melancholy fhorcs. 

The 30th, in 19“ 33' fouth, longitude 116“ 31' 45'''' eaft of PUris> difeovered a 
low and fandy ifland, which we called Ifle Bedout, in honour of the brave officer of 
fdiat name, who on board Le Tigre fiipported one of the moft glorious combats the 
French navy can boaft. 
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Thp 31ft weagsum had light of land, which however, On account Of the lhallow water, 
we Were obliged to make from. It*pMfeftly refeii|>led that of the day befbrfejaad 
Was fcarcely apparent as a thin bluo line on the furface of the ^ : here alfo;, we dif- 
tinguilhed fmoke. ^ 

The ill Auguft we experienced a pretty violent ftoian, during which I had occa- 
llon to obferve medyfae of prodigious dimenfions; the majority were not lefs than 
two feet and a half (Englilh) in diameter, and weighed from fifty to fixty pounds. 
Many fpeciep of the fame genus furhilhed us with obfervations valuable for the hiUbry 
of the phofphorefcence of the fea. 

At this period, we were in 1 8° of fouth latitude, and confequently within the equa- 
torial regons ; ftill the temperature we experienced in thefe feas fcarcely exceeded from 
14“ to Jy® of Reaumur*, which gives a mean inferior to that we had experienced in 
U cortelponding northern latitude. The barometer, on the other hand, kept at 28'' 2* 
to 28’’ 3‘, giving a mean much higher than was obferved in correfponding latitudes 
on the other fide of the line. 

* On this occafion alfo we confirmed by experiment a valuable remark of Dampier 
on the atmofpheric variations of thefe climates : pretty ftrong winds prevailed from 
midnight till fix in the morning, blew with violence during part of the day, began 
to fall towards evening, and till towards midnight d^enerated into a perfed calm, 
Thefe lingular circumllances, attendant on the meteormogy of thefe feas, add greatly 
to the danger of reconnoitring the land, al leaft in the feafon of the year we were 
there. 

Similar is the charadler of conllant ferenity in the atmofphcre of thefe regions. 
Never, in fa£t, did the heavens appear to us more clear, or lefs loaded with vapours 
apd moifture. Nor had this phenomenon efcaped the celebrated navigator I have juft 
noticed. “ Ever fince our departure from the Bay of Sharks,” fays Dampier, “ we 
conftantly had fine weather, nor was it hafty to leave us ; the Iky was ferene, and not 
h finglc cloud was vifible.” I merely point out thef^ meteorological obfervations in 
this place ; in another, we lhall fee them identified in a curious manner with the phy- 
fical hiftory of the great continent of New Holland. 

The 3d of Auguft, we failed all day in a very lhallow water, without, however, 

, feeing land even by night-fall, which induced our captain to purfue his courfe towards 
it } but at ten o’clock, the appearance of a great fire on the coaft gave us notice of 
the imminent danger we hazarded. We immediately tacked, and laid by for the 
iiight. * ‘ 

The 4th we were conftantly in fight of land, but were obliged to keep at confider- 
able diftance from it on account of the (hallownefs of the water ; oftentimes, in fa£t, 
the lead gave but eight, feven, fix, and even five fathoms, which at length obliged 
tis to anchor. The land we had in fight, although generally low, uniform, fahdy, 
and whitilh, feemed notwithftanding rather lefs fterile than any which we had hitherto 
examined, and the back of the downs was pleafingly marked by a curtain of verdure 
and fhrubs, Proportionate to the fuperior fertility of thefe more favoured Ihores, 
apparently, was their greater population,,at leaft if a judgment of it could be formed 
from the niultipllcity of fires kindled on the coaft, which, from their extent, prefented 
the appearance of a fbreft on fire. I'he coaft in this part, as we lhall prefentif fee, 
ibnB$% large bay which we called Laplace Gulf,, from the illuftrious learned man of 
that ll^e, to whom phyfics and aftiunomy are indebted for fo many ufeful and valu- 

difeoveries. 
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.TIi$ 5th, W0 diffovered a new growpp of ftnall iflands, fandy^ Bft cpygred with feme 
yerdnroi we called 'them Lacepede IljRnds. Theie jfland^ of .which 
fpeak further in an^fher plac^f conlift of four principal, ones, fituate .at but little dif- 
tante from the continent; the largeft is thyee leaugues in length; they fpread 
from north to fouth on a line nearly twelve leagues in extent. The pofition of the 
Ihip at noon was 16° 43' 3o''‘fouth, longitude 1*19® 33' 30^ eaft. In front of Lacepede 
lilands, proj'.'Qs a very long chain of reefs, and immenfe batiks of fand which we 
denominated the Banks of Whales, on account of the vaft number of thefe animals 
we faw. We likewife perceived all day long large flioals of mollufcae,' a number pf 
fifli and many fea-ferpents. Our colledion was increafed by feveral fpecies of each of 
thefe clalfes of animals. 

North of Lacepede Iflands, appeared a large whitilh cape named by us Cape Borda, 
h'ora the learned geometrician of that name, who, by perfecting the reflecting circle, 
has juft claim on the gratitude of navigators of all countries. Cape Borda lies in 
16“ 36' S., long. 120° 8' E. of Paris. 

The 7th Auguft we found ourfelves at very little diftance from the ftiore ; it ap- 
peared to us extremely low, ftefile, and fandy : the land forms here a fmall bay of 
tolerable depth, which we termed Berthoud Bay, from the commendable artift to whom 
the. navy (of France) owes its beft chronometers. 

I'he north point' of this bay is formed by a very large cape, called by us Cape 
Mollien : here the coaft fuddenly takes a direftion more towards the eaft. 

In front of Cape Mollien a finall ifland is feen, and with it feveral banks of fand» 
which we diftinguiflied very near us on the 8th ; the Ifle apd Banks of the Geographe 
is the dcfignation we gave them, from the dame of the mip deftined to publilh the 
difeovery of them to Europe. 

The 9th and loth of Auguft we palTcd by an archipelago of iflands and iflets» 
termed Champagny Archipelago ; all the iflands of which it is compofed are fterile 
and whitifli ; the major part are of whimfical and piclurefque conformation ; one of 
them efpecially was remarkable from its perfect refemblanco of a bowl turned down- 
wards. We called it Fre^xinet. It is cafily diftinguiftied from the others, not only 
by its lingular form, but likewife by its elevation, fuperior to that of the reft. Not 
far from this ifland is another, which prefents the appearance of the ruins of an immenfe 
edifice ; Lucas w'as the name bellowed on it, in honour of the captain of the Ihip who, 
in the Redoubtable, did himfelf fo much honour contending with the Vidory. Sonis 
other iflands of this aijchipelago received the denominations Forbin, Commerfot^ 
AguelTeau, Du Guefelin, &c. 

The whole of thefe iflands are fmall, the largeft not exceeding three ’leagues in 
length, while fifteen or fixteen that we enumerated fcarcely I’urpafled half a league. 
The continent, which faintly Ihewed itfelf beyond the iflands, continued fterile, apd 
fatiguingly uniform. The feas here are conftautly well flocked with filh, ^d in- 
creafed our colleftions by feveral fpecies of baliftse, chactodons, lophi, pelagic cruf- 
taceae, and foft zoophytes. * , 

The iith, in lat. 14“ 47' 50" S., long. 122° ii' 32'*' E. of Paris, we difoovered a 
new groupe of iflands, in front of which \te anchored. An officet; immediately left 
the 0|lp to reconnoitre the coaft more nearly, and find a place fit for tKe debarkation j 
but in vain did he fail along thefe formidable’iflands for feveral Kours, he’. found' them 
kt every point defended by long cha'ms of rocks, pgainft which the fea beats impetu- 
Qiifly, and which hdd no vacancy or paflage between them. The number of, thefo 
iflands is ten or twelve, and thv'y form part of the great archipelago of the north-weft, 
1 2 which 
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which we fliall Ihortly more fully parricatarize ; they wei% termed the iflandf 
D^Aixole, and the more remarkable among them recdved sippell^ticlis Colbert, 
Buftbn, Defitex, Kerauden, Bernoulli^ &c. &c. ^ C 

While at anchor oft' the iflands Arcole, the difference of foundings ihewed that the 
tide here rifes from so to 25 feet, which confirms the ojbfervation made by ML Ron- 
fard in the ifland Depucht and agrees with the account of Dampier. This 
celebrated navigator was on the point, as is known, of falling a facrifice no thefe ex- 
traordinary tides, his veflel gromiding in the very fpot where the day before he had 
found five fathoms water. This circdmftance adds greatly to the danger of navigating 
thefe feas, and feems to be the chief caufe of the violent currents experienced here. 

The 1 2th, we continued along the great archipelago, the firft points of which we re- 
cognized the day before : it offers, collectively, the moft whimfical and moft wild ap- 
pearancl< In every quarter iflands arife under a thoufand fhapes, faudy, barren, and 
white ; feveral refenible immcnfe antique tombs ; fome appear connected by chains of 
reefs ; others are defended by large fand-banks ; all, likewife, that can be diftinguifhed 
of%e continent, has the fame hideous afpett of fterility, the fame monotonous colour 
and conftitution. 

In midft of thefe numerous iflands nothing fmiling appears ; the foil is naked ^ the 
burning fky fhews itfelf always clear and void of clouds ; the waves are never agitated 
fave by the nodlural gales of which I have fpoken : the human race feems to avoid thefe 
ungracious ftiores ; at leaft, we faw no traces of the habitation of man, or even of his 
having occafionally frequented them. The feaman, appalled as it were at the frightful 
folitude, aftailed by dangers ever renewed, is aftonifhed, and turns away his aching fight 
from fuch unhappy Ihores ; and when he reflefts that thefe inhofpitable iflands border, 
I may fay, on thofe of the great archipelago of Afia, iflands in which nature has lavifhly 
poured out her treafures and her bleflings, he finds it difficult to conceive how fuch 
perfeft fterility can have an exiftence by the fide of the moft overflowing fruitfuhiefs. 
Ici vain does he feek for the real elements of this oppoiition in the ordinary laws of 
nature ; neither can he fathom them, nor form the leaft conjecture. But this is not 
the only phenomenon, fingular in its kind, which thephyfical conftitution of New Hol- 
land prefents ; we (hall find equal fubjefl for aftonifhment and meditation in each of the 
different parts of the hiftory of this great continent. 

The 13 th Auguft, we continued through the archipelago, fucceffivcly paffing from 
fifteen to twenty iflands, of greater orlefs dimenfions, but abfolutely the fame as thofe 
of the previous day, and to which we gave the defignations Forbin, William Tell, 
SuftVen, Berthier, Tournefort, Corvifart, Juffieu, &c., as in the chart. 

The 14th, we continued pretty clofe along the land, which apparently forms part of 
this archipelago ; it was bordered every where by reefs and breakers, againft which the 
fea daffies with violence, rifmg in long foaming ffieaves. 

Objfd* Salfa fpumant afpergine caittes. Virg. iEHEio. 

Never before had a fight fo aftonillting come under our notice. “ Thefe breakers,*" 
fays M. Boullanger in ftis journal, “ form in appearance feveral lines parallel to the 
coaft, and but little diftant one behind the other ; above them the waves rife, fuc- 
ceffively daffiing \yith fury, and for a fpace of nearly fifteen leagues prefent one horrible 
cafeade !” We fteered at this time be^ween banks, where oftentimes the plummet 
gave bdt fix fathoms water,, then even, when we were feveral leagues from and perfeiftly 
out of fight of land. At noon we had a dead calm, and the currents bearing us to- 
the reefs, we let fall an^nchor, and kept where we were until x i at night. It 

ty ' was 
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wa&joot until after we had anchored that we were fenfible of the previous imminent 
perils our Hhiation ; . we then difcovered that the currratSi in theclire6b‘t®<rf|he hor- 
liMe ledge I have defcrHied, ran tWo knots an hour# This part of New Hdlfedd is truly 
frightful * all.the' iilands of it that we law were Shockingly fterile; of thefe the moft 
conlu}era|ile received their names from Mollein, Dupleix, Monge, Xa Place, Caffini, 
&c. kc. w 

Through the whole of the 15th we continued our navigation betw&n lhallows and 
fand banks, obliged to tack repeatedly, and only efcaping one danger to encounter 
another. * ’ 

Still, dangerous as tius navigation, it did not derange M. Lefueurand myfelf from our 
ordinary occupations ; and this day was commemorated by an important difeovery, that 
of a new genus of filh, (Baliftapodus Wittenhs N.)allied to that of thebaliftte, but dif- 
fering in the total abfence of a ventral fin : this laft charafteriftic forms the firlt type 
of a new order in the ichtyological fyftem of my’mafter, the illuftrious Lacepede. This 
celebrated naturalift, in fadt, has not confined himfelf, in his general clalfification of filh, 
to prefenting all the fpccies hitherto known ; but, rifing to more general and philofo* 
phical confideratioiis, he has compared all the chief relations of the organization of thefe 
animals, and determined ail the poflible combinations of the principal exterior organs. 
Analysing, then, all the combinations hitherto known, he deduced the exiftence, or at 
leaft prefurned on the' poilibility of the exiftence, of thofe which till then remained 
without a type or diflindtion in nature ; and from that inftant, foreftalling time and 
experience, hti ventured to fix in tables the pofition which each of thefe unknown 
groupes Ihould occupy on fome future day. His grand worjk on Fifties was not yet 
finifhed, and already were his bold conceptions realized. 

On the 1 6th there fprung up a very ftrong gale from the eaft-fouth-eaft, which obliged 
us to anchor at day-break, and which continued until the i8th : but already had we 
tertninated our exploration of the north-weft archipelago. It was denominated the 
Archipelago Buonaparte, in honour of the firft magiftrate of our country, the auguft 
patron of our expedition. 

At this epoch alfo the graat privations to which we were fnbjeft prefled heavily on 
us ; the deteftable food we had been reduced to, fmee our departure from thelfleof 
France, had ftiaken the conftitution of the moft robuft ; the feurvy already exercifed 
its ravages, and preyed on feverai of our mariners : fad prefageof the misfortunes this 
malady was doomed one day to occafion ! Our ftock of water was near exhauftion, and 
we had acquired the pofitive^certainty of being unable to recruit it on tiiefe fhores. The 
epoch of the change of the monfoon was at hand, and the hurricanes which accqmpany 
it were not to be awaited on lliores like thefe ; finally, we were in want of a new long 
boat, and folicitous of elFedting a re-union with tJie Naluralifte. Thefe initcd confider- 
ations determined the commander to finifli his further examination of De Witt’s Land, 
with the large archipelago Buonaparte, in latitude 13° 15'fcuth, longitude 123’ go' eaft 
of the meridian of Paris. 

CHAP. VIII. — - Rejidcnce at Timor. 

fFrom the 18th of Auguft to the 13th of November 1801 . 3 * 

sc^Acm.Y yet had two days elapfed fince’our departure from the Rtid (hores of 
New Holland, and already the lofty mountains of Timqf were diftinguiihed. Three tiers 
of irowning mountains, fifing in a line with the length of the ifland^ formed a triple am- 
phitheatre, the laft ' ftages of whi9h, ' prqj^ed into the coundy* appeared the moft 
voJL. xil 9 K elevated. 
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elevated. Thefe mountains, notvithftanding thar huge diinenfions, prefeitted r oeiule 
Hope; their proceflion was regular amd uniferm,jmd their bi^d fuirilnits w^^gra- 
duated infenfibly by gentle undulations, which terminated vdth||lit ftiores of the 
All the backs of thefe mountains were covered with vigorouiv^etatjon ; the v^leys 
all were coveredjyith th(^erdure of deep forefts, above^the other trees of which iit every 
part were fcen me elePIbt fummits of the cocoa-palm, of arecas, and latahiers, the 
benignant livery of equatorial climes. 

Soon had we paffed the coafts of Amaralli, and found ourfelves at the opening of the 
ftrait formed by Timor and the ifland Rotti, (Pooloo Rotti) an iiland ftill, more cele- 
brated for the beauty of its women than for its mines of copper. On the 21ft of Au- 
guft, in the morning, wepaflfed this ftrtut ; afterwards doubling the northern point of 
the imall ifland Landoo, (Pooloo Landoe) which, in common cliarts, as well asfeveral 
others, is confounded with Rotti ; wc difeovered the entrance ol a fecond ftrait formed 
by the ifle Slmao, (Pooloo Semawoo) as it bends towards the weft ern promontory of 
Timor, j^t two, wc caft anchor in the middle of this ftrait, and oppofite to a pretty bay 
^^Ibelonging to the ifle of Siniab. A fite more delightful and pidlurefque than that we 
now enjoyed would perhaps be difficult to find : flirrounded on all fides by land, wc 
feemed in midft of a charming lake ; fiffi of the moft varied fpecies and livelieft co- 
lours, peaceful inhabitants of its waves, were vaftly multiplied in its bofom ; and on 
whatever fide the eye W'as directed, it was greeted by the perfpedtive of the moft pro- 
fufe fertility. How great the contraft between thefe and the neighbouring fliores, fo 
monotonous and fterile, of New Holland ! 

Asfoon as we had caft anchor, M.'H. I’Vcycindl fet oft' with the larger boat for Coopang, 
(Kupang) the chief eftabliffiment of the Dutch at Timor. He was deputed to prefent 
our paffport to the governor, and obtain a pilot to condudt us to the anchorage of the 
bay of Babao, on the fouthern fide of which the town of Coopang is placed. I’his 
gentleman did not return till the fucceeding day ; he informed us, that his requeft'^ad 
experienced at firft fome oppofition from the king of thefe countries, who, knowing 
nothing of our nation, confounded us with our enemies the Kngliih. This officer like- 
wife informed us, that the iftand abounded greatly in provifions and refreflunents of every 
kind, which could be obtained at a very moderate price. 

The pilot who came with him was a Frenchman, a native of Bourdcaux, and can- 
nonier in the fei’vice of the Dutch company, who had, for the laft twelve or fifteen 
years, refided in thofe diftant regions. He related to us, that the Englifli having ren- 
dered themfelves mafters of the ifland fome years before, by their violence and rapine, 
had iaduced the inhabitants to take up arms againft them ; that Fort Concord, into 
which they withdrew, being carried by aflTault, 70 or 80 Engliflimen were butchered, 
and devoured by the ferocious Malays ; that ever fince the moft implacable hatred 
fubfifted throughout the whole Malay nation towards the Englifh, and whatever re- 
mindfid them of thefe conquerors. 

While our former ^ countryman was giving us thefe details, we were employed in 
raifing the anchor and foon as this was a-peak, we made fail to leave the ftrait of 
Sim^o for the road of Coopang. “ Nothing ,can be conceived,” fays M. Boullanger 
in his journal, aiid with great truth, more pleafing than the fhort navigation between 
Timor and Simaa : the channel is but two leagues wide ; fo that at an equal diftance 
from the two iflands both fhores are diftinftly feen. Every cape we doubled produced 
a novel profped, conftantly difterent from ttte preceding, but as conftantly delightful 
"and romantic.” Atfeven we anchored in the road of Coopang, oppofite Fort Concord. 

The pext dRy, 23!! of Auguft, we went in a bofly to pay our firft vifit to M. Lof- 

8 ' ftett, 
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ftctt, the governor-general of the ifland Timor, and the archipelaga dependent upon 
it ; he receifed us with the greateft kindnefs, and prolFered us every afliftttnce we might 
require.' On the fame day, ty>¥ large houfes wore fet apart for us ; in otne of thcfe 
our cotnknander took up his abode with the allrqpomer, the geographer, Meflrs. Petit 
and tefyeUr ; while the other was made the refidence of a|l the naturalifts. 

Behold us now at one of the mofl: remarkable leras of odllroyage.'' No country per- 
haps is more interefting, and, at the fame time, fewfo little known as the great, illand 
Timor. Situate in midd of the equatorial regions, covered with the moft ufeful vege- 
tables, and the moft precious animals, intermediate between New Holland dnd the qther 
illands of the great archipelago of Aila, it prefents, in its atmofpherical and geological 
conftitution, in its different productions, and in its phyfical and political revolutions, 
important fubjeds of enquiry and meditation. There are found united three diftinff 
races of men, who, placed on the fame fliores at a period loft in the night of time, offer 
themfelves to the obferver, even at the prefent day, with all the primitive charafter of 
the ancient people to which they feverally owe their origin. 

To the firft of thcfe races belong the Aborigines, driven now into the interior of the 
country ; ftill ftrangers to almcift all focial inftitutions, ftill armed with the bow, the 
arrow, and club of Camouny ; fworn enemies of the Malays, fwift of foot, inhabitants 
of the hollows of rocks, or the deep fhades of the foreft, living wholly on fruits and 
the fpoil of the chacc ; ever in arms, ever at w'ar, either among themfelves or with the 
Malays, ferocious in all their appetites, in all their habitudes, anthropophagi, as it is 
faid, and combining all the charader of the true negro race, having fliort, woolly, and 
crifp hair, black complexion, kc. 

The fecond clafs of inhabitants is formed of tile Malays, with long hair, and of a red 
copper colour : defeended from thofe ferocious inhabitants of Malacca, conquerors, 
at an early date, of the great Afiatic archipelago, the men of this race ftill preferve an 
independent charafter, and with it the audacity and loftinefs of their anceflors. 

Succeed to thefe valorous people, as the third race, the Chinefe, fettled during many, 
centuries in the major part of the illands of the great archipelago j crafty dealers, inde- 
fatigable in trade, cowardly»and weak, they have never been able to obtain, and never 
have merited dominioiL 

Separate, however, from the three people of which I have traced a ftcetch, and 
which, generally fpeaking, form the population of the country, there are found at 
Timor fome meftee Portuguefe, wretched remains of the conquerors of Alia, lamentable 
monuments of the viciflitudes of nations, and the revolutions of empires*. 

Laftly, 

* The French univcrfally’ delight In vilifying, and moH unjiidly, the Portugnefe nation. That natioti 
isblameablc, no doubt, in having fiifFcred the others of Europe to get the Hart of it in fcienccand the 
arts ; her government, no doubt, has been culpable for having neg’cfled the impnwement of the hatnUfi 
mind; but, in other points, let us afk, vi^herc is the great deficiency between her tiourilhing commerce of 
the 15th and 16th century, and that flie at prefent enjoys ? where the £iiling-i)fr of grandeur between Dp 
and then ? where the viciflitude of nations and revolutions of empire, fo lotxibly dwelt on by M* l*eron, ih 
the inftanceof Portugal ? Portugal, while other nations aie aliens, not even cKcqiting thcEbgHfli, ift the 
ally of China, and enjoys exclufive Immunities and privileges a fi iendfhip and a con lideu ate which ihe has 
preferved uninterruptedly for nearly two centuries : of tfer Afiaiic podefiions, ihcHias fcr^ag^s prteferved all 
thofe which were requifite for that participation in the trgde of the Kail, which her rank in Eiirope war- 
rants : fhe haa conftantly maintained her fcttlementa on the callcrn fliores of Africa ; while In America the 
extent and population, the commerce and prpfperity of her dominions, nipidly cnercafing, arc febondary 
only to thofe of the United States, and Spain, (unlefs indeed ■the Well Indies be taken into the compu- 
tation). If Portugal, at one lime, fupplied tW whole of Europe with Aftatic commodities, it was when 
x\Uij were rai^^tJcs; and, although (he ^ but fup[diea hcrfelf, and fewne others now, yet, from the 

greatly 
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laftly, the conquenws of the Pbrtuguefe iiihaWt thefe Ihoi^ th^mf^jj^; 
fici% upholding the aadent glory of the Batjivi^n namis, and prefervii^ ho itnwer, 
hut by dint of policy, and by the forbearance of thej^ple, the dominion earned by ' fo 
many feats of bravery and heroifm. , # 

Ip tnidft of all thefe i^refting objefts, I negleded pothing to render of t^lity our 
reli^ence at Timor. I ®lea:ed the different materials for the general topogippny of 
this great ifland j ' I moreover paid particular attention to the hiftory of the Aborigines 
of the Afiatic archipelago, the veftiges and monuments of whom are found in thh in- 
terior of the majority of the large iflinds of this archipelago, in Sumatra, Borneo, Ma- 
caffar, Timor, Ceylon, Mayindanao, the Philippines, &c. But this portion of my 
labours being intended for a diftinft publication, I lhall confine myfelf in this chapter 
to prefenting fuch details only as more immediately pertain to our hiftory. 

As we have noticed, the French nation was unknown to the people of Timor ; and no 
individual remembered ever having fecn before a French flag at Coopang : our com- 
munication with the natives, confequently, began under the moft unfavourable aufpices ; 
and miftruft uniting againft us, with the proud referve natural to the Malays, we re- 
mained for fome days in a manner infulated among them ; but they were fhortly enabled 
to judge from the deference and refpedt fhewn us by the Dutch governor and his 
officers, that we belonged to a powerful and refpeftable nation ; this refleftion became 
the firft pledge of the friendfliip we cemented with them. The frank and generous 
character which we never ceafed difplaying in all our intercourfe with them, completed 
the hold which refpedl had begun on their affedions ; and we venture iv> affirm, that 
the French name will long be cherifhed by thefe brave men, to whom we firft made it 
known. ‘ 

The 25th of Auguft, in the morning, I went down to the fhore ; it was low water, 
and numerous groupes of Malays were employed in colleding the different animals left 
by the tide. Never had I I'een before inftances of fuch great fecundity : filh, molluica:, 
uteftaceous and cruftaceous animals, all feemed equally multiplied on thefe fhores j 
but nothing could furpafs the beauty and Angularity of the fpetlacle prefented by the 
folid zoophytes, vulgarly termed raadreppres. The whole* fhore was formed of them ; 
all the rocks on which we walked then without wetting the feet, were alive, animated, 
and fhewed themfelves under forms fo whimfical and fingular, of fuch various, rich, 
and bright colours, that the eye was even dazzled. Here, the tubipora mufica, proud 
of the fplendour of its manfion, fpread out its green and fringed feelers ; on feeing the 
large femi-globular mafl'es it forms above the waves, one wquid imagine them fo many 
green-fwards on a bed of coral : in other parts, enormous madreporic rocks, from fix- 


greatly encreafed confumptioii, the tonnage annually employed for this purpofe is perhaps equal to what 
WM .then employed, and if her trade with the Brazils be included, ia more than doubled. Then, as to 
her grandeur, her dominions arc the fame, but iiicreafed in population, her profperity as great, and her 
children as brare, yes, even as v/hen Henriquez annihilated the Moors. If this be difputed, let the reader 
reiltA that, aflifted by England, they have withftood the whole might of the continent of Europe, 
proilrate at the feet of the fovereign of France ; have for /wo years withftood, and thinned the ' ranks of 
thdfe armies, Jbeaded by. thofe generals, which in'o yew fubdued Italy, Prulfia, Auftria, and Ruf- 

fin t and tliat'^tltbr'e armies, after the two years, poflefs no ntore than a few towns, beyond the ground 
they ftand on. In the country. Was it more glorious for the Portuguefe to have overcome the Moors than 
it lb to d^fy the Lord of Continental Europe, hacked by^all his means and might ? Has Portugal at anr 
pcrihdMttumed a more grand ot*admirable pofture f Then, if commerce and profperity be taken as a bafe ot 
graooi^r, Portugal is more commercial, her adventures more ditFufed, now fban at any period, and her 
pofitive profperity equal, if qqt fuperior. Morhai ftu ittfierc^.vicii&tu^, nor beriifiriri«re*oIuuoD> on- 
tels in the brain of ignorance, oritMcAion. Ta. 
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teea to twenty feet high, rofe from the bottom, hard as marble, and^^of various hues ; 
thefft gigaidh: mafles it is of which all , the fmall ilknds of this bay confifisk' .Thefe it is 
which play the chief part in the progreflive dimiaution of depth in the bay of Bab^, 
a remarkable phenomenon of which we {hall fppak in another place. In the midil of 
the htouptains of the interior of Timor, in the deep bofom of the vallies, in the rayines 
of torr^ftts, every where are found the wrecks of thefe aftdilifhing animals, while^ '^»e 
mind is inadequate to the conception by what means nature has been* enabled to raife 
thefe plateaux of madrepores, of fuch huge ditnenfions, to fo great a height above the 
prefent level of the fea. 'I'his, however, is not the only phenomenon deducible from 
the ftudy of thefe zoophytes : in a Memoire fur queiques Obfervations Zoologiques 
applicable a la Theorie de la Terre *, prefented by me to the Inftitute, I have remarked 
feveral more ; and in the hiflory of Timor we fhall again fee others ftill more intereft* 
ing, cfpecially in the zoological part of our labours. 

The 26th, Meflrs. Dcpucli, Bernier, Lefueur, and myfelf, formed a party on a flight 
excurfion into the neighbourhood of C’oopang. We foon found ourfelves oppofite to 
a moft charming abode : it was placed in midft of a beautiful plantation of cocoa-trees ; 
a riv'ulet of fre/h water ran with pleafing murmur beneath them, and the houfe, fur- 
rounded by a fiinple but elegant periflyle, refembled a fmall antique temple, at the 
extremity of a long avenue of bananiers, orange, pomegranate, and other trees, 
grateful cither from their beauty or their fragrance. 

Delighted with the appearance of this manfion, we were about to enter the grounds 
by a gate of .open-work which was then open, when a Malay, armed with a long 
fpear, placed hirnlelf -in tlic entrance, and oppofed our f^affage ; his attitude was 
threatosiing, and haughiinefs and difdain were depicted in his countenance. Whilft we 
were endeavouring to make him acquainted with our defire of feeing the beautiful 
plantation bel'ore us, a lecund flave prefented hiinfelf, with a fpear, like that of the 
former, and, in a manner hill more infolent than that of his fellow, forbade admiflion., 
We went away with a fentiment of difguft for the maftcr of the place, which it would ^ 
be difficult to paint. 

In the mean time, in proportion as we penetrated deeper into the interior, our col- 
leftion rapidly encrcaled, fo much fo indeed, that we were under neceflity foon to feek 
a place of reft. A Malay houfe offered its fhelter, in which we were received with 
the frank cordiality charaderiftic of the inhabitants of Timor. Doudon, doudou, bad 
oran di France, (be feaied, be feated, good men of France,) was the firft falutation of 
him who appeared to be the mafter of the houfe. We begged fome f refh cocoa-nuts f 
a youth immediately fkipped away, and with inconceivable agility climbed a neighbour- 
ing cocoa-tree, cut four cocoas, and holding two by his mouth, and two with one ©f 
his hands, defeended as quickly fromnhe tree. While we were admiring the Angular 
manner in which the loftieft trees were thus afeended, a maimer 1 fhall elfewhere- 
explain, the Malays themfelves examined us with much apparent intereft j our pl^fi- 
ognomy pleafed them, and our youth in particular : Bae orun mouda, (goqijyq^g^ 
men,) was reiterated from mouth to mouth in a half whifper.’ , • 

One of their fpears excited my attention : I approached to examine if, a]$d de&ipg 
to know the manner in which they ufe it, I begged one of the men n«ay file, tb give 
me a fpecimen. I'he manoeuvres he had the complaifance to repeat before 
to remind him of the events which had lately taken place in the ifland, OtWi iitgrefs, 
faid he, Orun boonoo, ■(Englilh-nieu,* murderous jaen): his phyfiognoray was now 

* Mempin on Some Zoologic^ Qbfemdoni i^plictblc to l!be Theory ol the Earth. 
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aiuuated, Oran jahat, repeated he, (wicked men,) and he brandifked las %$ar igRdi 
violence 1 become now aimoft furious, he took a cocoa-mit, fixed it oil^e point of 
his fpear, and lignified to us by geftures in no refpe6^ equivocal, that after cutting off 
the heads of the Englilh, they had paraded them on their lances ; that they had had a 
warlike dance around them, and that after cutting their bodies in pieces they had eaten 
them. — ^We lhall return to this horrible practice of eating human flelh, a pradJce much 
more common formerly in all the iflands of the Archipelago of Afia, but which die 
Europeans have gradually fucceeded in abolifhing almolt every where, and which here 
efpecially remains wholly without ekcufe, feeing that no people was ever more libe- 
rally endowed by nature than thofe which now engage our attention. I fliall only add, 
that the thirft of vengeance was never more exemplified in any nation than m the 
inhabitants of Timor againft the Englilh. In this refpeft they fully jullify what the 
- moft exafl: hiftorians relate of the chara£l:er of their progenitors. 

To this foon fucceeded a widely different fccne : the young women, at our approach, 
had all of them taken refuge in a kind of feraglio they generally inhabit, and which I 
ihall in another place deferibe. Still more curious than timid, they never ceafed 
looking at us through the interftices of the bamboos of which the fides of the hut were 
formed ; and, as we naturally turned our eyes moft often tow’ards this part, our good 
Malay, who feemed every inllant better fatisfied with his new friends, gave us an addi- 
tional proof of his confidence by making figns to his wives to approacfi. They were 
five in number, the eldeft not more than five-and-twenty years of ago, and all of them 
confpicuous for that regular and elegant lhape, thofe delicate contours, .and that foft 
and affectionate phyfiognomy, the conffant appendages of the youthful female of this 
country. * 

The fight of the young ftrangers feemed to make a lively impreflion ; but they 
quickly laid afide their natural timidity to receive the different prefents with which we 
loaded them. Shortly after w'e left all thefe good people, to refume the road to 
« Coopang. On our departure the moft affedionatc teftimony of gratitude was lavifhed 
on us, even by the females, who had ceafed to be fearful of directing towards us their 
large black eyes, and who infifted, a piece of gallantry ra/.her remarkable, on making 
us each a trifling prefent. 

The 28th of Auguft, we received a vifit from the king of the ifland of Saboo, (Sawoo) 
by name Amadima : he was of the middle fize, with a pleafing and lively countenance, 
and about five-and-forty years of age. We received the monarch in an apartment 
belonging to my colleague, Dcpuch, and myfelf, but had reafon to repent our con- 
dud: ; for, what with the princes, and the great officers who accompanied the monarch, 
almoft all that was moveable was taken away. An inclination to thieving is ftrongly 
predominant in the Malays, and their adroitnefsfin this art was fuch, that they made 
as many contributors as there were perfons on Ihore. They poffefs this vice in common 
with all favage or flightly civilized people ; which clearly proves, as a paffing remark, 
that legiflators have with reafon made the facrednefs of property the bafts of their 
focial inftitutions. ^ 

Of all the articles we exhibited to the good Amadima, that which the moft afto- 
ntlhed hinii WcW? phofphorus : its fpontaneous inflammation, the rapidity of its combul- 
tion, the colour of, its flame, all feemed to the Ample monarch fo prodigious, that he 
fpared no pains to induce me to part with the bottle in which 1 preferved fome ounces 
of tbi^ fubllance. After having ip vain proffered me in exchange a number of fowls* 
ho^ and Iheep, he feemed defirous of a laft tetnptdtion. Wkh a confident Idok, he 
to ope wf his great officers, caufed a very i»retty betel-bag to be brought to 
'"l- ' . lMnj» 
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hiin, at 0^ which was a foiall boii^le of linen ; this he unrolled, and 

with an ait^f aiCurance, as ridiculous as mfficult to describe, prefentedrr^ Spanifli 
dollar.-T-He feemed to fay, “ Fdr this you can d§ny me nothing.” I ftifl continued 
to refuf© his requeft, much to his aftonifftment ; and the poor king, unable to pFOCt^h 
the bottle, was reduced to beg only a fmall piece of the phofphorus it contained. In 
vain dia I reprefent the danger which fuch an aj-ticlc bore with it. Amadima repeated 
his folicitations in fuch an inftant manner, that, to preferve his friendlhip, I at length 
complied, well affured beforehand that the prefent, formidable as that of Medea, 
would foon cure him of his partiality for phofphorus. J took, therefore, a piece about 
two inches in length ; and, after ftrongly charging him not to rub it, folded it in forae 
damped linen, and prefented it to the Malay prince, who placed it in his handfome 
betel-bag ; when, after fainting me on the nofe, according to the cuftom of the coun- 
try, he difappeared, with all his numerous followers. Shortly after, he returned in the 
deepeft conftt'i nation ; the phofphorus, as I ‘predieded, had caught fire, the betel-bag 
was confumed, and feveral of tlie moft officious courtezans had had their hands burnt. 
"With difficulty M. Depuch and myfelf fucceeded in calming theaffliftion of Amadima, 
by profenling him with a handkerchief as an indemnification for the bag deftroyed by 
the phofphorus ; while this article, from that inltant, obtained the name of api taivufs, 
(fire that occafions fright). 

'i'his laft kindnefs completely endeared me to the King of Saboo. “ Orun Peron,” 
faid he to me, at parting, “ thou arc the good friend of Amadima ; to-morrow he will 
fend you a tis his word, and came to prefent it himfelf. We 

kept him to dine with us : I'lcnch cookery feemed to pleafe him, for he honoured it 
with hearty appetite ; hut as we had been wholly deflitute of wine from the period of 
our leaving the Ifle of France, we had only fome bad rum to offer him, which, how- 
ever, he deemed excellent ; at leall, he drank of it with fo much avidity, that wc had 
great difficulty in preventing him from becoming intoxicated. In other refpefts he 
conducted himfelf with that air of dignity which, a rcfult of the habit of commandingj 
particularly characterizes depofitarios of powder. 

The 29th of Auguff, w(nie I was engaged on a new excurfion into the country with 
the benevolent Kiddle, MelTrs. Depuch and Lefueur, our commander, accompanied 
by fome of our companions, went to pay a vifit to tlu; widow of the late governor of 
I'imor, Mad"" Van Fften. This lady, a native of Arnboyna, of Malay defeent, and 
about forty-five or fifty years of age, is very plump, and has much of dignity cx- 
prefled in her countenance, lleirel's of her hulband, flie enjoyed, at Timor, a fortune, 
for thofe regions immenfe ; in fact, fhe is reputed to have not lefs than from twelve to 
fifteen hundred flaves, and the richeil plantations of the country belong to bfer. Many 
of thefe, unfortunately, are the fad Iruit of the vexatious and arbitrary feizures of llet’ 
bulband. As for her, of a mild and cafy character, a pleafing and even lively con,- 
verfation, fhe is generally beloved by the natives j and the Dutch governor, 'M. 
Lofl'stert, though envious of a fortune which allows this lady to make a mor» fpIj^dHl 
appearance than is in his power, fhewed her great refpefl t him it was who,^n dcca- 
fion of the vifit of which I fpcak, introduced our companions td the lady, i , ■ 

“ The country-houfe to which we went,”, fays M. Boullan^er, “ is fit^jited ow the 
margin of the fea: on our way thither we traverfed a delightful “country j it was 
watered by -rivulets in every direftion ; ancj confifted, as it wfere, continued 

wood of bananiers, mangles, cocoas, and latanicrs, with 4 thoufand* other trees un- 
known in Europe. • As we advanced towards thd dwelling, thefe trees were lefs clofe 

together. 
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togetb^, and prefented a broad avenue, the iniddiG of which , ww {Hived .wui. fanded 
with ^eax nicety ; beyojitd, in a verdant pavilioh, li?as a Is^ge fq^!ur(».ibJ^%: ctxil 

5 ^ ;Umpid waters of which were aniipated by the fports of a vift niirab^ bsaiutiful 
Farther on, we arrived at an iron gate, and a trellis fence, fupport^ with pillara 
of none. This was the entrance to the dwelling. Oppofite to this gate wa|8 .a large 
periftyle, with two openings, fupported by columns, the upper part of which Mtned a 
handfome Chinefe pavilion. Beyond the periftyle was a court, and at the bottom of 
it the houfe iifclf, defended from the heat with two rows of exterior galleries, finiilarly 
fupported by columns. The pavement of thefe galleries was painted, and rubbed dike 
our apartments in Europe : they were funiilhed with very handfome cane chairs, and 
vafes of bronze placed near every one, in thefe regions, where betel is conllanily 
niafticated. 

“ The miftrefs of the houfe, a Malay, native of Amboyna, awaited us, ftanding 
beneath her gallery : flie was di ed in a very rich and handfome robe (pagne). On 
her left were about thirty young girls, elegantly drcfl: in cotton robes, with white 
corfets, their long black hair braided and turned round the head. On her right were 
fomc male flavos, in waillcoats and white pantaloons ; .,in the lower gallery other male 
Haves in long red fcarfs. I’he regularity, the uniform and fingular coftunie, the young 
girls drelTed with greatefl; nicety, who, like fo many nymphs, feemed to groupe them- 
lelves around their goddefs, the fite of this feene, the cool of the neighbouring forelt, 
the gentle murmur of the rivulet, the view of the ocean on which the manfion was 
fcated, altogether polTcHed fo much grandeur, fomewhat fo noble, lb elegant, and 
pidurefque, as enchanted us all. 

After the ufual compliments and coartefies, the feene became dill more intereftingj 
the young girls withdrew, and in an inftant rc-appeared, loaded with the different parts 
of a collation equally coftly and eh^gant. Here one gracefully prefented a fuperb 
China cabinet ; this one handed fweetine^ ; a third poured out tea ; others, in 
Ihort, and with great rapidity, fucceeded, offering, in their turn, to eaeh of the guefts 
paftry, fweetmeats, and confedionary of a thoufand difi'erent kinds. 'I’hcir arrival with 
this collation, their graceful and meafured deportment, thci fpecies of evolutions they 
performed, which fhewed them in fucceflion in every point of view, and their deep 
iilence, all contributed to remind the French of the charming feene of the toilette of 
Venus in the ballet of Paris. 

The vifit being prolonged till nine o’clock in the evening, wc were already under 
anxiety refpefting our return, which we feared we fhould have to elfecl in the midlt 
of darknefs, when, all at once, tlie red-mantled flaves appeared, each of them with a 
long bundle in the Iiand of the leaves of the latanler, which, like fo many blazing 
flambeaux, fpread confidcrable light to a diftancc. ^Then it was that I fancied myfelf 
with Orpheus, on his defeent to the infernal regions; for our Timoriansy with their 
torches, their drefs, and natural colour, might cafily have been miflaken for the devils 
of the opera ; their mournful and piercing cries repeated at unequal intervals, com- 
pleted the fimiliiude. Under this romantic and whimfical efcort did the governor and 
us arrive at Coopang.** 

The 3d of September, M. Ronfard, entsuflcd by the commander with the conftruflion 
of a new long-boat, to replace that loft in the bay of the Geographer, fucceeded in 
laying -it on Itocks ; but theiindolence of the Malays, and the fmall number of 
buUdei^, who moreover fqcceflively fell ill, rendered the profecution of the work 
excee^^ly tedious and difficult, nbtwithftanding the Eeal of the officers employed in 
jtsdu^ion. 


6 


Among 
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Amonjpj the individuals whom I had^ccaHon to. become moft particulafly acquainted 
with at TimoV, was a refpedable old man, whofo noble and open countenance <every day 
attached mC more and more to him. He had noticed my^prCdile£tion for the produc- 
tions of the fea, and frequently came to tender me the tribute of his fifln’ng and 
refearct^^ The liberal manner in which I rewarded his kind officioufncfs, entire]^ yon 
the affeaions of this good old man ; I was his Sobatati (the friend of his heart), ’^ften 
had he invited me in the molt prelfing manner to vifit his abode, ljut hitherto my 
occupations had prevented me. 

On the ath'df September, with MeflVs. Dcpuchhnd B’crnicr, I fet off for the valley of 
Oba, a delightful fpot in the neighbourhood of Coopang, in which was the houfe of 
the old Malay ; one of his young children ferved us as a guide. We Ihortly reached 
that beautiful maufion whence we had been fo ruddy driven on our fu ll arrival at 
Timor. I had afterwards been informed that it belonged" to Mad"”' Van Eden, and that 
it was ih^ fame which M. Boullanger deferibed with fo much warmth and truth. 
All that furprized me was that our young guide Ihould condud Us thither, when, of a 
fiulden, he turned out of the road by a bye-path, which led us to a fmall cabin, fimilar 
to thofe belonging to the poorell clafs of Malays in this country. The fimplicity of 
this fort of hut feemed to add a new charm to the delightful landfcape around ; tufted 
treesj loaded with flowers and fruit, protected it with their lhade ; a multitude of 
birds, decked in the richelt livery, wantoned mid the branches of the trees ; and near 
this afylum of innocence glided a gentle ftreamlet. 

The old man we came to vifit, was feated at the entrance of'his cabin, occupied in 
playing on the fafoonoo ; a boy, younger than th^ one who was our guide, accompanied 
him on the flute peculiar to this region ; his wile, a few fteps from him, was fpinning 
watt, a fubltancc ufed by this people in weaving ; and his young daughter, who did 
not appear more than twelve years of age, was making rice-cakes to carry next day 
to the bazar, or public market*. ^ 

At fight of us the whole family rofe, and the joy was general. Be feated, be feated,^ 
good Frenchmen, was the firft exclamation from every mouth. The weather was very 
warm, and the walk had greatly heated us: for our refrefliment they brought a long 
cylinder of bamboo filled with bulfalo’s milk ftill warm. My companions and I took 
hearty draughts of it, and afterwards we made prefents to each of our holts : the 
mother received a red handkerchief ; the young girl ribbands, a mirror, needles, and 
pins ; to each of the boys we gave a file and a knife ; to the father a hatchet and a 
little faw. A demeanor lo generous won the hearts bf all, and the molt lively joy . 
fparkled on the countenance of every one. , 

We took too near an intcrelt in this worthy family not to be follcitous of more inti- 
mate knowledge of it. In anfwer to our inquiries, we learnt that the refpectable old 
man was named Neas, his fweet companion Sorazana ; his young daughter Elzerina } : 
the elder fon Pone, and j he younger Cornelis. The laft, of weaker conftitutiqn* li?as > 
of very regular features, his countenance full of candour and exprelTiou ^ . ^ 
remarkably lively, and had all the defeds and good qualities incident to this chq|i^r, 
when united to goodnefs of heart, to a fprightly imagination, and a quick coiu;^ion. 
Pone, on the other hand, of a more robuft nature, had a ftronge'r pfondiiii^ ,Rnd 
more martial look ; he was ferious and thoughtful : his goodnefs of was not 
inferior to that of Corqelis, but it was concealed beneath a lefe foftene^ exterior. 

. it 

A nearly fimilar tale, as will be fecn on proceeding, to that given by St|en)Lt| of the Chevalier dc St. 
Louts» in hib Sentimental Journey. * 

VOX. XI. 5 L Elzerina 
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Elz^a (hone with all the charms that favouring nature ; on bvely com- 
panions of man iA thefe r^ions ; brought up under the eye of her parentsV jhfi .was 
lAOdeft, timid, and feemed mil more afFedionate and fenfible even than her brethren. 

While congratulating Neas on thei^ood difpofitions of thefe young children, we 
faw feme tears drop from his eyes ; and at the inftant when grief had the mjjftery, in 
a to* that pierced us to the heart, he exclaimed, “ Oran di France ada bSd,” (men 
of France, you arc good). Ho was blent, but we readily inferred that he meant to 
continue — all the Europeans arc not good as you are.” At this period we were 
not fufficient mafters of the Malay tongue to pufh the converfation much farther; but 
the gefturcs of Neas, a language which, among nations in a ftate of barbarifrn, or but 
little civilized, pofleffes fo much force and exprcffion, did not admit of our miftaking 
the caufe of his complaint and his tears ; and in the after-part of our Hay, and on our 
fecond vifit to Timor, 1 learned the whole hiftory of this interelling man. 

Neas had been King of Coopang : to him it was that this magnificent plantation 
originally belonged, in the midft of which we have reprefented the manfion of Mad"'" 
Van Ellen to be fituated. This part of the coafl, as may be gathered from my 
defeription of it, and that of M. Boullanger, is one of the moll beautiful and fertile 
fpots of the iiland. The Dutch governors long coveted it ; but the anceftors of Neas, 
attached to domains inherited from their fathers, pertinacioufly refufed to enter into 
treaty for its alienation : Neas appearing equally obftinate. M. Van Eften found 
means to render him fufpedled, deprived him of his dignity, and afterwards obliged 
him, by menaces and ill treatment, to alienate his rich and beautiful inheritance, with 
referve to himfelf of the humble cabin alone, his prefent abode, and a fmall contiguous 
enclofure. 

- Still, though thus deprived of the rank and poffeflions of his anceftors, Neas pre- 
ferves in misfortune an exemplary magnai^ity. Every day this old man defeends to 
the fea-fliore to feek his, fupport and th* of his family. Oftentimes his children 

* accompany him : here I fometimes faw them, and the fight conftantly overwliclmed 
me with fadnefs and melancholy. Where the virtuous mind feels for the abufe of 
power, and the efFe£ls of injuftice, the keennefs of the'fenfation becomes far more 
Iharp if the viftims be interefting and refpedable. Fortunately, as in our country, 
crimes on thefe diftant (hores even, fometimes receives its meed of punifhment. 
M. Van Eften died wretchedly, execrated by the Malays, who with juftice accufed him 
of having given up their country to the Englifli as a fafeguard for his fortune ; and 
defpifed by the Englilh ihemfelves, who charge him, in defiance of his engagements 
with them, with having been concerned in the plot of which they became the vidlims. 

So much did the relation I have given endear to me the good King Neas, and fuch 
was his attachment to me, that I was conftrained to yield to his prefling felicitations 
of changing names with him : I fliall fliortly have occafion to return to this afFeding 
cuftom of this people. 

Of the children of the old man, Cornells moll pleafed me ; he frequently came to 
fee me at Coopang, ‘and often, as I went to Oba, he conftantly accompanied me a 
confiderable diftance on my return. Qne day that he put many queftions to me re- 
fpeding the country of France, (taniia di France) I enquired if he Ihould not like to go 
tMther withoAte. Prompted by his natural impetuofity, he conftantly anfwered in the 
affitmative, but fcarcely had he fpoke, ere he began to refleft in lilence ; afterwards, 
rofumiAg converfation, he made a long fpeech, the whole of which I could not com- 
prehend. Vexed at ^ot being able to make himfelf underftood, he Hopped, and 
ttl^Dg to me, ** Man Pero*n,” faid he, fee what i am about to do he then made 

* " ■ > feveral 
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feveral heaps 'ctf find, greater the one progreffively than the other ; he afterward's 
uttered the following fpeech, which he accompanied by geftores fo expreifive, I could 
but imperfeftly feize his meaning : “ At Coopang, Man Peron, thou art the friend of 
Cornells ; but when in France, a man will come and fay to thee : fell me this red Titian, 
and win offer thee a heap of aiohey large as that,” (pointing to the fmalleft mafs of 
fand fj “ thou wilt then anfwer, the red man is Peron’s friend : thou wilt mahe the 
fame reply to thofe who come to offer thee money in heaps as large as thofe other 
heaps of fand and he defignated them fucceffively, proceeding from the fmaller to 
the larger, and indicating by his geftures that mV rcKiftance would dlihiniih in pro- 
portion to the augmentation of the volume of money ; “ but, at laft, fomc one will 
tender thee a quantity equal in bulk to th’ = laft heap, and thou {halt fay : let the red 
man be a Have ; then, Man Peron, 1 lhall never fee thee more ; 1 fliall be obliged to 
work laborioufly, and poor Cornolis, far frotp his father Neas, far from his brother 
Pone, will break his heart with grief.” 

As he pronounced thefe laft words, this engaging child became fo much affefled 
that his eyes were filled w'ith tears. 1 was myfclf too fenfibly touched with the juftice 
of the reafoning and fagacity of Cornelis, not to participate his emotion I ftrove to 
convince him, that flavery does not cxift in France ; but, as he was not ignorant that 
the Dutch, the Portuguefe, the Englifli, and the Spaniards, who are beft known in . 
thefe feas, have Haves, he naturally concluded that the French had alfo ; and as, Ba- 
tavia excepted, they were ignorant whither thofe were tranfported that were taken 
from Timor* and the neighbouring iflands ; as all they know is,.that they are tranf- 
ported for, very for away, (jao, jao) they :irc generally perfuaded that they are 
employed in the moft laborious and deftruftivc works. I have thought fit to relate 
this curious anecdote at large, as it affords a proof of the underftanding of the inha- 
bitants of thefe regions, and fhews the opinion they entertain of Europeans. 

As we have before noticed, the fcurvj^which began to foew itfelf among our crew, 
was one of the realbns for our commander touching at Timor ; ten men, aflliaed with 
this cruel malady, were landed at Coopang the day after our arrival, and were fta- 
tioned in an old warehoufe’of the Dutch company, which was appointed our hofpital. 
Befidcs thefe ten men, who were badly affeaed, there were many others whofe gums 
were more or lefs fpongy, and exuded blood ; of the number of thefe I was myfelf 
one ; but thefe flight fymptoms readily gave way to the ufe of frefh provifions and the 
land air ; and at the epoch I notice, I found myfelf entirely free from any fcor. 

On tiircth September, fignal was made of two Englifh frigates and fome fmall fhips of 
war being in the ftrait of Simad ; alarm now became general, and already preparations 
were made for calling out the formidable militia of the country, when the difappearance 
of the fquadron reftored its calm to the colony. 

From the oth to iho 15 th, 1 made a variety of experiments with the dynamometer 
to afeertain the relative ftrength of the people of thefe part^, the refults of whic^ will 

appear in another place. , * ... i: ; , , 

The loth September I had occafion to make an interefting remark, vijmh X take 
blame to myfelt for not having further profecuted* Among the Indm^^uals came 
to vifit us, 1 noticed two who had their fore-teeth ornamented . with, finall plates of 
filver, of tolerable thicknefs, which adhered ‘fo firmly to^the ename^ that potwith- 
Handing every effort •! made with my nails, I was unable to difengage them. •'Ihe men 
who wure them, ate before me, without feeming inconvenienced by this whimfical 
finery; they allured me» that they had had them thus ftuck’to their teeth for four or 
^ 5 L 2 five 
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five months, and that th^ would remain until ufe wore them away. By what means 
were thefe men enabled m fix thefe plates in fuch a folid maimer on the ei^aiftel of 
the teeth ? What is this fubftance Which refiih thus pfaweriwlly the difTolvbg'faeulty 
of the faliva and food ? Our dentifls*.are hitherto unacquainted with any capable of 
braving their agency ; they are reduced to ufe metals, and particularly lead, to defend 
the careous parts of the teeth ; and are abfolutely unacquainted with any means of 
efieding adhefioti to the polifhed furface of th§ir enamel the maftic of the Malays 
would therefore be a valuable acquifition to Europe : but, occupied by fuch a multi- 
plicity of affairs, I negleded refearch into thw i matter, and mention it only that after 
travellers may remedy my omillion. 

The nth September, King Amadima, who feldom fuffered many days to elapfe 
without a vifit trom him, prefented himfeif earlier than ufual. “ Friend Peron,” faid 
he, “ come and eat rice at my houfe,” His manner, at this inftant, had fomewhat 
more affedionate even than ufual ; and, notwithftanding, there was mingled with it a 
fort of myftery, which fixed my attention : he took me by the hand, and I followed. 
On entering his palace, or hut, (for either denomination might be applied to his dwel- 
ling,) I perceived an extraordinary number of flaves decked as for a feftival. A whole 
fheep was at the fire under a neighbouring Ihed ; feveral of the King’s wives were 
employed in cooking : the purpofe of fuch extraordinary preparations I could not’ con- 
ceive. In a fliort time the flieep was ferved up with rice •, Amadima diffeded the 
animal, and prefented me a piece of five or fix pounds weight at leaff ; took himfeif 
a ftill larger piece, and'' began upon it with tooth and nail, in the moil; expeditious 
maimer imaginable. 1 was far from being able to equal him in appetite, but 1 did 
my beft. 

When the firft calls of hunger were appeafed, the good King made a fign to one of 
his flaves to bring him a bottle of rum, and after pouring out a quantity into a cocoa- 
fliell ; “ Man Peron,” faid jie to me, “ thou art the friend of Amadima j King Amadima 
rc the friend of the Man Peron. Man Peron, the King Amadima gives thee his name ; 
wilt thou give him thine^ip’ This Angular propofition reminded me of the affeding 
cuftom of exchanging names which Cook noticed in the majority of the iflands of the 
Pacific, and which occurs even on the moift and foggy fliores of New Zealand. I did 
not confequently objed to this affedionate tellimonial of the Malay prince, but, without 
hefitation, anfwered : “ the Man Peron gives his name to the King Amadima.’’ The 
exchange feemed to tranfport him with joy ; we cemented this union by feveral 
draughts of rum from the fame veffel. From that inftant* I became the Toowan 
Amadima.: Amadima called me by no other name ; and, in return, I endeavoured to 
call him Peron ; ftill, as I was unaccuftomed to this pradice, I frequently made a 
miftake ; Amadima, however, in the moft undifturbed manner imaginable, lundly re- 
buked me, and never miffed calling me Toowan Amadima. All the flaves prefent at 
this exchange, were at the fame time inftruded to look upon me as the friend of the 
heart (fobatati) of their mafter, and to call me Toowan Amadima. 

After this epoch I l/ad frequently occafion to change names ; the forms were con- 
ftantly equally fimple, and fometiraes eveq. lefs fo than on the occafion I have deferibed. 
Not fo at Madsi^afear, where a fimilar ufage prevails. I'he detail of the ceremony 
pradifed there pot having hitherto been publimcd, and being connedfed in fome meafure 
with this part of our obfervations, I give it as extraded from the journal of M. 
Idflet Geoffroy. ' , * 

“ Ramafoolak,” fays pi. Liflet, “ is chief of this part of the valley of Amboola, 
and ,^d% at Anoonoob^ } lie received us very kindly^ owing to the infonnadon 

refpeding 
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i^pedin^ us 4iw(mkted by DhU'I^outo. AU Jhis ^ptabts iMide tis prdfeRte, as to thO 
king’s friend* My determination of taking my departare elrly the neat day did not 
admit of n)y accepting the pledge (ferment) which this chief projwfed between hjpfelf 
and one of hk captains and me. This pledge, or oath, is an alliance made belwe^ 
two men : they mutually engage to love and proteft each other, and each ^s his 
go0ip for the ceremony. They caufe the breaft'of each, to be fcarified in feveh diffe- 
rent places, and receive from the fcarifications feven drops of blood* into a vafe con- 
taining brandy, or fome ftrong fpirituous liquor: they next, each of them .put into the 
vafe a ball and a flint, and dip into the liquor tbe point of their fword or lance; 
afterwards, they prefent each to the other feven fpoonfuls of this liquor, which is 
fwallowed. They, in conclufion, affedionrtely fhake each other’s hand. The inhabi- 
tants of Madagafcar religioufly obferve whatever they promife on fuch occafions, even 
at the peril of their life, and look on each other as brothers.” 

The 1 2 th of September was a day which proved nearly fatal to M. Lefueur. While 
purfuing a troop of monkies among the rocks which obftruA the courfe of the river 
Coopang, he was bitten in the heel by fome venomous reptile. Shortly after, a flight 
numbnefs made him but too fenfible of what he had to apprehend from the bite. He 
haftened towards the town : already, however, his leg had become hard and ftiff, and 
he bent his knee with much dilBculty. To leflen the adivity of the virus, he tied 
his thigh very tight above the knee, but in vain ; the thigh began to fwell vifibly, and 
it was as much as my unfortunate friend could e:feft to reach the houfe. When there, 
he ftretched himfclf on the ground, overcome with fatigue an^ agony, already expe- 
riencing the firft fymptoms of a violent fever. »I was then abfent from home, but our 
phyfician M. L’Haridon was there ; he immediately, without hefitation, cauterized 
the wound vei 7 deeply, and afterwards applied lint to it, ftrongly impregnated with 
ammoniac ; of this alfo he gave a ftrong dofe internally, and recommended the 
patient to keep as quiet as pollible. Soon a profufe perfpiration took place ; the 
pains began to abate ; and a few days after M. Lefueur felt no other inconvenienctf 
than a difficulty of bending the knee, which continued fomeMme, and which he even 
now occafionally feels fomewhat of, on change of weather. This accident ferved, in 
our efteem, to juftify the cxceffive horror in which the Malays hold reptiles. 

On the 15 th of September, all our men, affeded with the feurvy, had recovered ; but 
afar more dangerous malady commenced its ravages. Eighteen were already fick of 
a bad and fetal dyfentery, among whom my interefting friend Depucii, my colleague 
Mauge, and the good and ’laborious Riddle. In the mean time, our anxiety refpeding, 
the Naturalifte became greater every day ; we had hitherto received no infelligence 
refpeding this veffel, and refleded with pain on her fituation, when we left het 
apparently driving to leeward. Every one defpaired of her arrival, when, on the 2 ifl: 
September, fignal was made of her appearing off the bay of Coopang, and makliig 
for the pafs. Joy now, was univerfal, and Ihortly we were joined by our companroris, 
who, not having found us at our place of rendezvous, were not therafclves wi^ut 
anxiety refpeding us. ■* ■ { 

The Naturalifte, during her feparation, hatj completed feveral interefting w^ks I'a 
the land of Edel Endraght’s Land, and elfewhere, which will be 3dfcribe3 ,;iri the 
following chapters by M. L. Freycind, whoha§ taken the trouble 'himfei£ to edite. this 
portion of the work. , , 

Captain Humelin, on his arrival at Timor, had dnly two men fick of the feurvy, a 
ciroumftance for which he was indebted to his long refiden<;(e on Ihore, his perlonal 
attention to his Clew, and efpecially to the (kill of my eftimable feiend Dodor Bellefin, 

the 
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the phyfician of his lhip.% Tbis gentlemen had made advantage in this 

diforder, of hot fand-badM, a conception of Mr. Rpblet, phyfidim'cm board the Soiide^ 
who'accompankd M. Marchand in his voyage foiind the worldl ; 

A few days after their arrival, the bfficers and naturalifts of our' contort came on 
lliore, and were fixed in a third houfe, procured for them by the governor. Our col* 
league M. Levillain preferred taking* up his abode with us ; he then enjoyed perfeft 
health, and had little reafon to fufped himfelf fp near his end. # 

■ From the 25th of September to the ift of O^ober, our commander, who had long 
laboured under a pernicious intermittent fever, experienced in fucceflion thr^e fuch 
violent attacks that for feveral hours his life was defpaircd of. Not an inilant was to 
be loft in giving a ftrong dofe of bark ; but as that on board our flilps was 6f very 
inferior quality, I did not hefitate an inflant in fliaring with him the fmall quantity of 
that fubftance I had brought for my private ufe from Europe. The medicine operated in a 
moft wonderful manner, arrefted the progrefs of this formidable fever, and prefumpiiyely 

f Lved his life. Through the whole illnefs of our chief, M. L’Haridon ferved him in the 
ead of a comforter, nurfe, and friend. To tell how he was rewarded would Ihock 
a generous mind. 

The 7th of Oftober was a day of mourning and afllidion for both the veffels ; 
M. Picquet, one of our moft eftimable officers, on this day failed for Batavia. Arrefted 
by order of his commander, whofe anger he had had the misfortune to incur, he had 
been for more than fix^wceks confined in the Dutch fort ; and moft cruel orders were 
given that,*on his arrival at Batavia, he ffiould be fliut up in the murthefous dungeons 
of the citadel of that place. On this»occafion, the ftaff-major of both veflels never 
ceafed from giving M. Picquet the moft flattering teftimonials of their efteem and 
friendfhip for him. Every day an officer and a naturalift went to keep him company 
in his prifon, and (hare with him the poor fare they had. On his departure, every 
one was eager to load him with letters and atteftations adapted to rebut the calumnies 
which might be invented to his prejudice. On arriving at Batavia, M. Picquet was 
declared at liberty by theWgency there, notwithftanding the letters of the commander. 
Scarcely had he fet foot in France, before he was promoted from a midlhipman to be 
a lieutenant. This is fufficient proof of what his crimes were. 

On the 1 ith, the unfortunate Riddle was ftill in a very bad way ; and notwithftanding 
the moft fedulous attention of M. L’Haridon, who, the better to adminifter fuccour, 
had caufed him to be tranfported into his own room, in the evening of this day all 
hopes of his recovery were loft. For feveral days before, *hc had kept his bed j and 
the inflammation now had proceeded from the redlum to the inteftinal canal, occafiou- 
ing him the moft excruciating agony. 

On the 1 2th, one of our cannoneers died j the firft of a long lift we fltall have to 
difplay fliortly. 

On the 1 8th, another of the crew expired. 

On the 21ft, the kind-ffiearted Riddle gave up the ghoft ; on the 2 2d he was buried 
with all the poffible folemnity our circumftances admitted, in the felf fame fpot where 
Nelfon, the boynift of Captain Bli^t]^ (and who with him had efcaped the perils bf the 
fea when turned adrift by the mutineers of the Bounty, to perifh of fatigue and ex- 
hRuftion in reaching'^Coopang,) had been inhumed. A memorial was raifed in hodour 
of th^e two fijptanifts, ower the ton^ which inolofed both their remains. 

Ot^e 'a3arthe alarm before excired from tfte appearance of« Britilh fquadrbrf, was 
reneendy ancLwith more foqndation than on the formea* occafion. IH fafl:, in the 
nwdy of the day, a beautiful EnglUH frigate made its*appearance, the Virghua, which, 
entering the pafliage between Pooloo-Simao, and Pooloo-Kia, feemed to fteer towards 

Q our 
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our anchoragii. ^ The Dutch govelhor inftantly iffued orders for making the neceffary 
difpofition or his force to |)roteift the fdh and road J many ^l^untry-foMiers from the 
environs of Coopang were call^ in, ^nd defcended with r^id$ty from the mfsghbpur- 
ing mountains : ^nevert^elefs#ho alarm-gun was ^red, the fignal on which the militia 
of the interior are bound to repair to Coopangj*becaufe thefe troops are compofrd of 
brutal and fanguinary men, w'ho are formidable even to the Dutch themfelv^. The 
prepar^ons made were fortunately as ufelcfs on this occafion as jhc former. The 
captain of the Englifli frigate, after •Examining our paflTports, which were carried to 
him by M. dcMontbazin, one of our officers, informed .him, that being ignorant of qur 
miffion, and learning at Delly, that two French fhips were at anchor in Coopang Roads, 
he had concluded they were merchant fhips, and rcfolvcd to come and cut them out 
in fpite of the battery of the Dutch, which ne feemed to regard as of little confequence. 
This officer, whofo name I regret not to have heard, conduded himfelf with the greateft 
delicacy towards us. Learning that our commander was indifpofed, he offered M. de 
Montbazin a prefent for him of fcveral bottles of wine ; but thefe he did not deem it 
right to accept. Moreover, M. de Montbazin received information that Ternate, one 
of the moft important poffeffions of the Dutch, had experienced th# fame fate as 
Amboyna and Banda had done before, and that in the road of the former of thefe two 
places, a feventy-four gun ffiip had recently taken fire and blown up. After having 
thus converfed feme time with our officer, the Englifh captain regained the palTage of 
the bay, and made off without firing a Angle fhot, although he was near enough to 
the fort and. town of Coopang to have been able to difeharge fcveral broadfides at 
them. In abftaining thus from hoftilities, the Englifh captain appeared anxious of 
giving us a proof of the efteem and refpeft in v’^hich he held the objeft of our voyage*. 
It appears, moreover, that this deftruftive climate had not fpared his crew ; for M. de 
Montbazin fancied he faw the betwixt decks of the frigate loaded with fick. 

The dyfentery ftill continued its cruel ravage on the crews of our two vcffels : the 
number ill was confidcrable ; in each fucceeding day fome died, and the cafe of others be- 
came defperate. In a diftindt memoir which I have fubmitted to the School of Phyfic St 
Paris, I have given my opinion refjiedling the origin of this fcourge ; it is fufficient 
here that I ftate medical alliftance to have been incfteftual. Mcil’rs. L’Haridon, Belle- 
fin, and I'aillcfcr, had the goodnefs to invite me to their confultations : we opened 
fcveral bodies, and attempted every means which promifed fuccefs, but all our endea- 
vours terminated in the melancholy conclufion that wbofoever was gricvoujly afflided 
with this terrible malady hceamc its vidim. It purfued us, as will be leen, to the very ex- 
tremity of the globe, and obliged us every where to commit frefh corpfes to the waves. 

All our beft friends were attacked ; my laborious colleague Mauge, had* long been 
on the lifts. This eftimable man abandoned himfelf to his excefs of zeal even from 
our firft landing ; too foon was he Its vidlim ! 

I have already obferved, that foon after his landing from the Naturalifte, M. Levil- 
lain had come to lodge with us ; it was not long before the formidable climate of 
Timor caufed him to experience its malignity : ftruck witll the fame malady as our 
othei" companions, he took to his bed, never to. rife again. 

• This IS a forced compliment on the part of M. Peron; had the Englifli captain^s iiTftrudlions warranted 
an attack on Coopang, he might have lequefted the Ifvench fhips to keep ouf of the way, but he w’ould 
have followed hia initrudions. Had he wantonly and^provokedly tired a few brosidiides, as M. Pcroii 
faysyhe might have done, and occalioncd the death of the fort d!* the town» although our enemies, 

it vvould certainly have Aopped his promotijpa^ if it had not been followed by fome more rigorous punifh« 
ment* Tr« 
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At the fame time our head undar>gardener, Sautter, who likewUe in our 

houfe, was mortally attad^ed } and to complete our fum oF difafters and misfortunes, 
Depuch^ my valuwle friend Depucfa, received, jd: my fide, the fimil fiiafi, his fummons 
to the tombf M. jSoullanger alfo, and M. linear weretalike pn the fiek lift ; the one 
afilifted by a violent fever and an infldmmable.<holic, the otherjby the general malady,, 
the dr^ml dyfentery. Even our doraeftics were fo ill *as to keep thdr beds. The 
conilemation was general. 

In midfi of fo many difafiers, Iprcferved my health entire ; and I alone, or all who 
lodged in the fame houfe, was exempt from attack from ficknefs. This exemption I 
did not moll afluredly owe to taking reft ; no one, I dare to challenge the teftimony of 
all, had more affiduoufly given hiinfelf up to labour and fatigue than me ; no o«e had 
made more fplendid or more numerous colleftions of every kind : and ftill lefs did I 
Owe it to my conftitution, naturally weak and delicate. In cxprclling my ideas refpefil- 
ing the caufe of the dyfentery in hot climates, J lhall point out the precautions, as 
fimple as efficacious, by which I kept from this fcourge ; and I have, rn> ireover, the 
melancholy certainty that the major part of my companions, by fubjedting themfelves to 
the fame cardPMrith refped to their regimen that I did, would have efcai)ed death. 

In our lamentable circumftances, M. L'Haridon did himfelf not lefs honour by his 
ailiduity, in attending the fick, than by his generous conduct with refpeft to theip.-— 
Tired of the repeated denials to his applications for the moft fimple articles, he em- 
ployed his whole ftock of money, fold every article of exchange he polTeffed, and even 
a portion of his cloaths, to buy what was neceffary for the hofpital, thus giving that 
double example of zeaf and generofity which diftinguilhes the real phyfician. Nor/is 
this the only adlion of the kind which' we fhall have to notice on the part of M. L*l|a* 
ridem j and we the more gladly proclaim it, as public efteem alone is the truly grate^l 
reward of deeds like thefe, and as to honour is to multiply them. I 

The 6th of November, thanks to the unremitting care of M. Renfard, our long-boat 
was complete, and launched. This day was truly a feftival, fince it reftored us a vefira 
<ff which we had fuch need : we were far from thinking it was doomed to a fate fimila^ 
to that which it replaced, i 

^ M. Picquet was not the only officer we loft ; M. St. Croix Lebas, the captain of ou,r 
frigate, was relanded as fick a few days before our departure, and placed in the Dutch 
fort, to await there the re-eftablifliment of his health, and his return to Europe. / 

At length, on the 1 2th of November in the evening, we went to take our farewe^f 
the governor ; and the next morning we made fail from the bay of Coopang, by jthe 
pafiage between Pooloo Kea and Siinao. Our ftay at Coopang had been prolongfid to 
eighty-four days, and in every refpeft had been to us of fatal confequence ; h' had 
«ccafioned a long wallc of time, the death of a number of individuals, and thq* incon- 
venience of having many fick on board : fuch were the difaltrous confequence^ of this 
long ftay : it even appears highly probable, that if it had been much' longer pro- 
craftinated, the remainder of our crew would have periflied. ' Who, on leaving the 
ifland, but thought it would be our laft vifit to its murderous Ihores ? 


CHAP. YK. ’^Operations of the Natur^^Jie at E'dcl's Land, related by M. iLe Fretfinct 

of that Vejfel. 

TffS.iji^le wliichf Obliged us to nfalft with fuch precipitation from 1^ j?av of the 
the nisht.of the 8th of June, was nierh nrovimr fatal tflAu mtitralifte- 
• This 
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lliis vefielf ai! icferior fail^r to the GeiC»rapbe» and in rel^^ ^ Inuch worfe 
fhip, \vith difficulty kept frbm beinft driveh &t Oior^by tlte and 
violent thfe vefiel» and the ^ec^ty'df 

every ibr^r diaft, the leaft damt^e to Vrhich Would inffllHbl^ haVb ot;ca%tu?a 

the lofs w the ihip. Every r^o ho\h^ ide werO'obliged to make a new tack* a^a 
for two ^tire days, without a moment’s reft for .the crew ; and, fpite of *|^[brf, 
at one tyne we gave ourleb rs up for loft, when a flight variation of the wind forit)- 
tiately enabled us to clear the fouthertipoint of the bay. 

Ja the courfe of the night of the 9th we loft all fighnof our confort : thd wind lIlH 
continued to blow hard ; and not before the 13th were we able to increafe our 
We availed ourftlves of the more favouring weather to ftecr for the ifle Rottneft, the 
firft rendezvous appointed by the commander, and reached it on the 14th. 
Geographe, contraiy to the e\pe£fation of all, not being there, we refolved on waiting 
for her ; and Captain Ilamchn, that his ftay ihight be rendered ufcful, fent diflrerent 
boats to fick a landii g-place, and examine the different produftions of the ifland 
Rottnell, In the mean tunc he dffpa'ched M. Heiriffon in one of the hpats to exa- 
mine the mouth of the river Swans, and advance up it as high as poffime. For 
interefting expedition a week’s provifion w'as flowed in the boat. 

The 17th of June,,Mcflrs. Milius and Levillain departed to vifit the iflands S. S.E* 
of Rottneft ; and, at five in the morning the fame day, I was myfelf difpatched in thg 
fmall boat with Mr. Faure, to reconnoitre with more prccifion the ifle Rottneft, and* 
complete its gcopraphv. ♦ . 

“ On leaving the fhip the weather was fine ; but a ftrong breeze fprlnging up from 
the N.W. the fea became very mountainous, and the waves, dafhing againft the^d^ 
of my flight bark, threatened it every inftant w'ith deftruftion. In this perilbillK 
dilemma, as the w'ind was adverfe, I could not regain the vcffel : I then endeavoured to 
pafs to leeward of the ifle of Rottneft, but a long chain of breakers ftretching out to 
lea, pre’ ented my efFtdling this : we had, therefore, no oth^r alternative than to irun^ 
afhore to prevent inevitable fliipwreck and deftruflion. A fmall fand-bank appeared 
oppofite to us, for which we» Reared, and on which we were fhortly thrown by the 
furf. We immediately jumped all of us into the water, and endeavoured to drag the 
boat on to the beach, but all our efforts were vain, flie was covered by the waves in, an 
inftant, and with difficulty we preferved, of all our provifions, fome few pounds of 
bifeuit ; the leniaindcr dilappcarcd together wdth the boat. 

“ Difappointed thus of gpcccuting the duty with w'hich we were entrufted, by coafting 
the ifland, wc were yet defirous of attempting its effedluation by land j but tlje rocks 
which bound the lliore on the northern fide were too fteep for us to be able to cliipb ; 
we were, therefore, reduced to make our way through the woods, which being very 
tufty in this part, admitted of our making but a flow and laborious progrefs. , 

** Chance condudled us into a plcafant valley, at the bottom of which were lev^lnl 
polios ; we defeended to the margin of one of them ; a prodigious quantity orbivalve 
flielb of one Angle fpecies formed round the pond a rim about »fixteen foet 
The #tter of thefe ponds was fait. ^ ^ 

thefe ponds, which we denominated, ffdm one of our midj[h!pnlei\,Dtfvald*dny, 
we (bade again for the fliore, in hopes of clearing the rocks whichan thi^‘j|iif^ Usance 
impe^ our progrefs ; but we found their courfe was uninterruptedly’' profeliteed to 
the uttl^rn cape. ^ ^ . 

** triv^l^g^thfefe’ rodks we 'diftioigijilhed a piece of wood,!t|i^M: med our anteai- 
rion, pajnfb{jnterpft:‘it lFas the bitt-pin 4 R veffid of foanrdu^ 

hiflii*<$d tb thtbb hundred and fifty tons, theorubj^g pf the cables againfi; which was 
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vifible j this, jfUIj fcvml irpn liiigi we Udotiojed, left m Ao d^ilN of a 
recrtt flupwDeck. . l i 

« This RPjexpeflted difiawery increafed < 3 ^ for t^pK^e of ih^iNiatJiwalifte, 

which we knew to have been at anchor during tjje ternfMift ft%htftd'Fee^ I 

it mortjoffr forcibly pointed out to us'the horrote of our fttnation, which ettery jnjl^t 
becaipe 'more alarming. In hOt, bl^k and ominous clouds were coUeded at etnwy 
point of the horkon ; gufts of wind blew with violence ; the thunder ecbi^ fret- 
fully ihopi the neighbouring valligs ; rain fell in torrents, and the waves da||^ jtnpe- 
tuoufly on the rocks. In fliort, we were not ignorant that Captain Hamelin,' dfid^ute 
of a long boat, or indeed any other, wpuld be wholly unable to fend us amftance 
during the prevalence of the ftorra. 

** After a few minutes refleftion on tlie fad pofture of our affairs, we direfted put 
fteps towards the boat ; and by the time we got to it were enveloped in the molt pro- 
found obfcurlty. We expefted to find' it in pieces, the furge having conftantly oeat 
wrthe bank where it laid, but with pleafure ue perceived it had, in gre^ meaftire, 
withftood tljfi rage of the fea, and that one of its planks only had been driven in. 
By good lu« it was now high water : we entered into the fea to endeavour to pull 
the boat on to the ffrand, and fortunately at laff fucceeded. 

“ Our boat thus fecured, we fought a provifion of water ; the ifland appearing to 
produce none, we fpread out our fails to catch the rain, which continued to fall, and 
dedicated to this objeft the whole of the night. We likewife this and the fucceeding 
day killed fome feals, (iphocas) the flelh of which we found very well tailed. 

** On the i6th of June we perceived the Naturahfte under fail ; I obferved her for 
R Ipng time with my telcfcope, and by her couife itnagii^^d Ihe was endeavouring to 
near the ifland. We immediately kindled a large fire to point out the part of the 
cgall where we were. Still no fuccour appeared at hand throughout the whole day » 
our fituation became critical ; and but for the rain had become much more fo, I 
.contrived, at length, an Expedient to mend our boat, fo as we might endeavour to 
regain our Ihip. As w^yvanted nails, I bethought myfelf of drawing fome from the 
infide of the boat, whicn faftened matters of fmallcr import, and were ufed to nail 


together the broken plank; the tow of untwilted cordage ferved to caulk the chink<-, 
which 1 planned to daub over with the oil of the fca>calf, and alhes for want ol 
pitch. Fortunately our labours were rendered ulelefs : the wind falling during the 
n^ht of the 1 9th, our captain hallened to difpatch a yawl with provifions ; and, fore- 
feeing that our boat would have fuftained confiderable injury in the ftorm, he likewife 
fent a carpenter for the purpofe of putting it in repair. Ihis completed, we returned 
on board by three in the aiternoon. 

** )[, then learned that the long-boat, difpatched to reconnoitre the iflands beifting 
fou|:h;-fouth-eaft of our anchorage had been wrecked on the comment ; tliat thtf boat 
fent up the river of Swans was not yet returned, and that great anxiety was felt for 
her fate; that, on the 18th, at two in the afternoon, the Geographe had been focn 
from the top-maft eight leagues diflant, bearing under topfails towards the urarth* 
Every one was at lofs to conjefture j^rhy the captain, after having bimfelf appointed 
tbe rendezvojw, had not repaired to jo 4 ^ us. With refpeft to Captain liMiielin, 

ifoprived rb be was of the lung boat, ||lo two other boats, and the chief part of hi^tSlrew, 
put of foe power to make fail After the Geographe.'* 

< of June the'beat fent up the river of Swans having completed its ipiflion* 

rerfnpk The foUo^g tj^foils on this fubjefi are giveprhiy M, llplIly^^KSho dccoon* 

The' riifeir of Swans, difeovered by Vlanfoi^ fa 1607 » tetfeived its nuhe from 

its 
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Its aboondiiag black' fwans, two of wUiSh bb^ds ik tranfptktinl zUiS^ to Ba^id. Wo 
faw the mottth ^ it m the 17th Of Jaik in the morning : it*s^ ob(hHi^jll< ^,Rbar 
•of rooks varly^^nov^ented dur>eatihtice ; but after ilHkittg Ifirice w ftmceedcd 
in padb^^hodiy |n whiidi the foundiltes 'ifhpidly ^ncreafed. A prod^li^flis ittiil^de 
of prikahs take Up their abode in this part of the river, but we were unable^^kiH R 
(ingle one. The beach was covered with an amazing quantity of white, 
ana tranfparent mollufcse, abandoned by the* tide, and which, without doul)V*4Fe 
prefed upan by the birds that frequ^^'i|iefe (hores. The foil here is cpjmpbfed pf 
oowns Of fand, more or lefs elevated} 't|ie rock by which they are terminated next the 
fea is wholly of calcareous nature, is mixed with fand, and abounds in excavations and 
chafmsj apparently the effedt of the waves : in thefe downs grow different fpecies bf 
IhrubS, feveral of which were then in flower. The Eucalyptus refinifera flourifht^ 
abundantly } and large flocks of land-birds, efpecially paroquets, of moft beautiful 
plumage, Jjovered about the trees, and animated thefe unknown, wild, and defert 
(hores. ' 

** At a fliort diftance from the fea, the left bank of the river is precipitous, and 
prefents a bed of Tandy and calcareous rocks in horizontal (Iripcs ; (hortly after, the 
oppeflte bank is equally precipitous, and has the appearance of a lai^e circular wall 
furmounted with verdure. In every part of thefe (hores are evident traces of their 
having once been overflowed by the fea : the rock is almoft exclufively formed of 
incruftations of (hells, and roots and trunks of petrified trees, phenomena of occur. 
reace in diffei«nt parts of New Ilolknd. In other refpefts, the country at this ptddt 
is fl^t, and without any eminences of height till after a conliderable fpace inlanct 
Beyond the circular wall I have deferibed, the precipitous appearance paffes again tb )^e 
left (ide, with a like (hew of ruins, and a (imilar geological conflitution. 

** Shortly after, we came to a large bafin, formed by a low country, over which the 
rivfflf fpreads more amply j almoft the whole of this bafm k engroffed by a (hallow : 
on the left bank we obforved a fort of branch, or inlet, which feemed to open anothei:* 
communication with the fea ; this inlet or branch wc named tfte Entrance of Moreau* 
from one of the midfliipmen’who accompanied us. ^ 

After doubling a very low point, which projefts from the left bank pretty far into 
the bafin, we landed for the night at the foot of a fteep bank on the right fide ; this 
almoll perpendicular bank has a fmall interval of fand between it and the river, bit 
which we pitched our tent : we were here in perfeft fecurity, the boat afloat and moored 
to a tree, and its poop among herbage which grew on the Ihore ; we could not be 
S^roached but by crofling the river, or by a defeent from the fteep bank, at. the foot 
^ which we were ; a defeent of difficult accomplilhment, on account of the fte^jpiflKfe 
ofikahil]. ^ 

llie furamit of this hill commands a moft beautiful view ; on one fide is 
gtliftted the courfe of t|)e river which defeendsfrom a plateau of mountain^ itt-itate 
diftii^e, on the other its lower courfe is feen towards' the fua. Both its banket ^ 
alihqft wholly covered with beautiful forefts extending deeply into the country. ^ iOle 
robl^bafe, fometimes feen here, is of the fame nature as all thofe 1 hkve 
notlikiA } that is to fay, it confifts of fand and ^ells, and is covered witlf e bed^ 
mitiigied with vegetable earth, which nouriihes the trees of the fordft, ' 

the i8tn of June, at day-brei^, we re>imbarked to profccute (tor vopge. On 
leavk|Bt>^F nefting'plilpe we met .with new flocks Bf<pelicans,*whicjl h^^^rod about us} 
two w tiwiM ContilMitng our toctffe now, in haif we grbto^ed 

on a btok vftylbit* un^ubus, and Rdffi^rent mud, fr&to whic&'*wS were able to 
* ■ “ 5 M *2 . relaafe 
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dth^ low qg: entirely oveil8bv(^,«whidi1iiiiis s»u2li!4'^eiirifio]yp oi&ier 

who commanded us. 

•*> JSftSlff rhefe iflands it was that, 'for theHlsft tim^ oab dliUng,uUlied,l*||ii:^ 
fwimmiftg’^majeftically on the watcE : ^ve killed fcvcral j their plumage enj|pely 
black except th 5 pinions, which were white ; their beak was red, and their'feej: bw^. 
We obferved that, in a few feconds after deadi 4khe beak loft its beautiful.f^ c^our, 
and became entirely black.i"*The ''whole of ;4he country we faw from 

1 j -I n. iu-w . - I /^c r..^A 


litght, was low and almoft latindated ; a layer of fand of large grain, and \vlni|| %ms 
the decompofed particles of a rock of ancient formation, covers a very thi^feb^d of 
higjhly tenaceous, and reddifli clay. Other important phenomena arife ti^k^ftis 
change of compofition in the foil. Regained by the clayey ftratum, the rain wat^t^d 
dews either remain on the furface, filter through the quartzy fand we have n^|lccd, 
fhitn fmall lakes, or run in narrow .rills towards the river, whofe waters froth^this 
in^nt begin to lofe their faltncfs ; but hitherto they had been nearly as fait as tb£fq,of 
''the fea. The fame evening we pitched our tent in an angle formed by the river i&d a 
fnftail branch of it, which Meffrs. Heirifibn and Moreau afeended on foot tbej fpafoe of 
^''half a league. Thefe gentlemen in their excurfion faw the trace of a human foot^;:^e 
- extraordinary dimenfions of which occafioned them great furprife. ^ 

i” *‘The 19th June, after filling our calks at a fmall well I had difeovered the day be- 
ibre, and which did ndt appear to me the Work of nature, we continued to afeend the 
: ■ from the point whence we thep obferved it, its courfe feemed to be from a chain 
ctfemountains at little diftance from where we were j this circumftance made us h;?pe 
^ be able to afeend to its fource : unfortunately we deceived ourfelves refpeding jme 
’ diftance of the mountains ; for, after continuing our courfe the whole day long, we jper- 
' ceived they were yet far away. However, at this inftant, the bed of the river became 
’’much more narrow ; but its depth continued ftill, with little variation, from feven. to 
:.((aght feet. ii? ^ 

In the mean time three days had palfed in our afeenf up the river into the interior 
'pf New Holland: our provifions had greatly diminifhed, and fcarcely fulHcitmi re~ 
>ip^ned to fupport us on our return : this confideration occafioned us to renounnis: pur 
ftrftprojeft of continuing our navigation to the foot of the mountains ; aiid th^.^<ext 
dky, 30th June, we began our return. ' 

“ The 21 ft in the morning, we reached the lhallows which detained us on afeendh^g 
the river : we hoped to avoid them by keeping on the right fide, but we were 

and had not proceeded more than three furlongs before we ran agrountLik^*^ 
vailt ldid we endeavour to drag our boat over the ftioal ; we were ultimately oblkw' to 
CQidliai£l a kind of raft, unload our cargo, or at Icaft the weighty part of it, aiw^^u&er- 
Vmfds,. getting into the water, to pulh it before us. We fuqceeded at lall b]f 
the afternoon in fetting her afloat. Our joy on thisgocrafion was but of (hon exifl^li^ r 
grounding again on*a fecond bank of fand, only half a foot under water, nyCg”*'"" 
obliged tP labour feveral hours in ptnler to overcome this laft obftacle ; and neyeef 
^ nave fuccd^ded* but for a ftrong brteze which happened moft opportunely to,] 
M^frbn^pur critical fituarion. In fitft, at this epoch, we were overcome 'yilh,/ 
‘"^'^"^auftiofli'i for thirteen hours ha*d we been in mud and watef up tp , il 
employed ^attempting* to remove our bo^t ; vfc h^djeary^jy iitprp ‘ 
‘“■■^leftiy 4 nd,.‘#,it Vitas impoffiWe ivo Ikt^afeWait^pufS^efl^ 

Ftswpaty houtlK; wt«c(«ifdip« repaMrowr 




votAai v6k , '’8#r 

’ 'Vj***' ^,' ^ s'*'**" ’ * I ^ * 

In midft of Afis offibemiTment ^Wereab<ittt*b» 

oS-dar to «iy fltotfelvijS and recnalt'^ ,wr^^^i0h'f a !». 

femblit^ i(1p^fMlowittfi;< of a t)^ll, Bat mftlSi louder, and i#1fiifefc iratn 

the »||;hl5ouri%rfce®4 petrified of with terrw. After this tremriidoti 
al|‘iliwhdtion to land ; 6!yi,*althou^n'haIf frozen with cold, we prefertW(^fc^p(|l|il^ 
idj^t in the water fupperlefs, and without once'clofing our eyes, owing t 9 'l(Sei|ikifeid 
■tfee-cold^ ;, * . ' ’ . )l< r ■». 

** ?rf%*'*^ all into the water to continue their WbSSJr at ffc« 

boat Ae tide rifing afilfted our efFdfllft which w^re at*lttft fiiccelsful. Shortly afteiiiVte 
halted, to kindle a large fire in order to w'arm our fro^p limbs, and take fome npu- 
riihntenr. Continuing afterwards to dclend the river, we at length arrived at,, its 
ihod^h ; we left it by keeping along the left bank, and in the evening got on hoard, 
dreadfully harafled with fatigue and want of food.” 

The imprrtance of the relation of Mr. Bailly has caufed me to give it at length }. it 
IS the more valuable as tending to elucidate the phyfical hiftory of New , H,ollaiid, 
and in this point of view pofiefles intereft as well for the naturalift tas the geta^a^ 
pher. ‘ , , 

in the mean time the boat, ftiipwrecked on the neighbouring coaft, had fuffered Cbn- 
fiderable damage, which necefR fated the difpatch of carpenters to repair. Four whrile 
days w'cre employed in this indifpenfablc objed, and it was not before, the night of »,j:be 
jsed that it returned on board. We then received the following details of the op^a- 
tions and nifefortunes of our companions. • {{»'V 

On their way to explore the iilands fouth-fovth-eaft of our anchorage, on which ex*» 
^edition they failed the 1 8 th June, they at firft proceeded alonglide a ledge of fpcJtss 
of confidcrable extent ; they afterwards approached a fmall barren ifland, deaominftted 
by us Bcrthollet. South of this laft, they difeovered a'third, nearly as large as the4^ 
Rottneft, which wc named Buache. On this laft were a gyeat number of iea-calyes at 
a flight diftance from (he fea, which appeared as if inclined to difpute the landingvtf 
our lailors. Their temerity cofl them dear, for many of t^^m were flaughtered* « 
Obliged to reimbark liaftily on account of the wind blowing occafioiially in gufll 
from the north-north-weft, our companions lufl'ed all night in midft of breakers} 
fptny was fo plenteous, and thrown over our boat in fuch quantity, as to require threis 
men in conftantly baling the water. At three in the morning, exhauflcd with fatigue* 
and ignorant what courfe to take in order to avoid the breakers by which they WCiNqi. 
fiirroundcd, they refolvcd on letting down their grapple. At day-break they hoifted^ 
' fail on a northern tack, and endeavoured to make towards the vtliel ; but*the midp- 
HMkft of the long boar was foon broken by the violence of the gufts, and, with,|||^'dl(^*, 
fell pverboard into the fea : in vaip did they attempt to fplice it, the fury of i|i^ 
reddicred all their efforts abortive. Driven now by the v-aves on the breakers, fjro sm- 
feltunaie comrades relblved on running the boat on fhore. Their boat was.fhsidpSBd 
%tbe attempt by the rocks, but happily no one periffied ; tJie crew even fucceejiedlln 
hi(»Upg it on Ihore and preventing its total lofs. ’ 

il^fcd now for a time on this wild coaft, ov^r jC^inpanions, in the interval of«|tt{9i|^Vmg 
fuibcWirs from the fhip, made feveral incurfi 0 flfe'*%to the interiorV: 
oe|^ODS, having difcoverctl a fpccies of almond the fizc of a Whhim,^lil|i^flkher(xl a 
ntmn^ of its fruit. Co'oked in alhps, thefe almonds had, a ‘fjts* 

thl^t of a roafted'chefnut } but all who kfd the miaf^uhe^^ of 
tem'-l|ti'll^chero^ ttH'mant. They,'4ii^_ijjiH^d^ a 

ev^ry imagiisw 

.omfeous 
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fcowever, and.ii^.^e di^. ! For irty fays M. 

Lievilliin, who himfelC bad eaieik twO Or tte-ee^^of th«j^ almoni^' V I exceedingly 

fick. After having rendered the whole contents ipf* my ex- 

■ perience fuch vtolent and continued rejchings,. th^“'l ti^pw up pige of 

^lood, and felt the moft bitter agony. Everfince** addshfe “ I continue to feel' acute 
pains in the ftoniach.” Hard fate of navigators, placed in the unfortunate circiira- 
ftances I have defcribed, of either dying of hunger, or expofmg theml’elves to efen 
a more agoruzing death by feeding on poifonous aliments ! 

The pleafure of feeing the different parties fent with cur expeditions all fafe on 
board, foon drove from our memories the fatigue and difafters we had undergoB4&, but 
the inquietude which every one felt on account of the abfence of the Geographe be- 
came more lively every day. Captain Hamclin, incapable of imagining that the com- 
mander would negleft repairing to the anchorage appointed by himfelf, rcfolved on 
prolonging his flay on this dangerous coaft. Our gentlemen availed themfelves of, this 
to make new excurfions to the neighbouring illands, and M. Bailly to encreafe his 
obfervations on their geological conllitution. 

** The 23d June, in the morning,” fays this naturalid, “ I fiilcd in the great boat 
to vifit the ifland Buache, at which we did not arrive before night. On our way we 
few Giraud reef, diftinguiftied by the form of one of the rocks of which it is compofed, 
a form much refembling a (V.oe. This rock is a place of great refort for fca-fowl. 
Beyond is the ifland Berthollet, fmall, with fteep fhores, and barren. All thefe 
iflands and rocks, difperfed at a fliort diftance from the continent, are ciftmeded with 
each other by a ledge of rocks extending nearly three leagues from the land. Even the 
iiland Rottneft itfelf is united to this letlge of reefs : the fca breaks on many pobts 
over this ledge ; and in feveral places there is no paflage for a boat of the Ihalioweft 
draught. 

The ifland Buachc is compofed of calcareous rocks more or lefs blended with 
Cmd, and contains many impreflions of Ihclis; the rocks lie in horizontal beds of 
fmall thicknefs, which a{^ear to extend into the interior of the ifland and to form its 
fcantling. Inftead of conftituting infulated mountains, thefl!^ rocks form long continued 
chtdns, with, on each fide, a uniform and tolerably fteep declivity. The foil, although 
entirely of calcareous fand, fupports a vigorous vegetation. No frcfli water was any 
w'here found, nor is this matter of furprife, the nature of the foil being regarded ; for 
the fend which forms its fuperficial ftrata impofes on a calcareous rock, the loofe and 
porous grain of which ofiers no impediment to the filtration of water.” 

The 27th June, Mr. Bailly landed on the ifland Rottneft, on which he made the fol- 
lowmg obfervations : “ The fliore is covered with a number of calcareous and fendy 
rocks of a grcyifli white, and exclufively compofed of the wreck of petrified i^ells. 
The hills ncareft the fliore arc of like ftrudure, but covered by downs of fand^al- 
ntbft entirely calcareous. Beyond thefe fandy hills are fticets of water, feparated from 
each dtlier by fmall fandy hillocks, the water of them felt as the fea. The tide has 
alfo a vifible effeft oirthem : fo loofe indeed is the fand of the neighbouring foil, that 
the interefting phenomenon I have noticed may with much likelihood be aferibedto the 
'ftltration of the*fea. ' Unlefs indeed this’eaufe be affigned, it would be difficult tc>;^n- 
C#tre another, as there exifts no direO: communication between the fea and theft; mWs 
of water. We found here two fpecies* of fmall fliell-fifh refembibg the melanh»^-the 
oheiff a fingle Ihcll, the other bivalve, but both (hells of a rofe.coloUr. 'J he riiiSirgin 
thefe jionds was literally covered with fb 4 i^||lh» which 
tfi^iate txlBlp we found* thero. Moft of the'fKmds have ftei^ hahltii, add 

owe 
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owe their origin to. Aie falling in or depirel^on, of the foil, Jo o^idfl of the largeft of 
them is an enormous rock Ihndin^ byyitfelf,; anU the hold,, 

zontal difp<^io^f its layers, ,ewd^tly aimouncet^fhat it fatherly mad^^jourt^^of a hill 
which octatpied llie iSte of the pond, and was one of the chain w^n travefftss the 
ifland Rotfneft lengthwifeii 'fjjis conjedure is nioreover founded oo theexa£Lcorref-, 
pondence of the folitary rock with the fubfifting hills. The done of which it %patO* . 
pofed is wholly calcareous, white, and granulated*, and interfperfed wjth ihellStin good 
prefervation, difpofed, apparently, according to their families. 

, The period appointed by Captain Hamelin for awaiting the Geopraphe having now 
expired without any fight of that veffel, it was not to be prefumed that we Ihould have 
chance of feeing her by further procraftinating our ftay,, we therefore determined to 
fteer for Endraght’s Land, after leaving a Hag on Rottneft lHand, with a bottle and a 
letter for the commander, in cafe of his touching there. On the aSch June we made, 
fail for our fecond rendezvous : but, before I pilri’ue the hiftory of our voyage, it I’eems 
requifite I Ihould take a general view of that part of Edel’s Land we are about to quit. 

Rottneft illaiul is of moderate height ; the fides of it are chiefly irregular, indented, 
and compofed of rocks of calcareous and Tandy freeftonc, between which are conftantly 
found inlets with a very white fand. The ifland, generally fpeakingj is well woDded ; . 
and the foil, though every where fandy, appeared to me to produce an abundant and-- 
vigorous vegetation. The interior, interfedted by a multitude of hills, is frequently 
of highly graceful appearance. Unfortunately we were able to difeover no foft water," 
and every thing leads us to conclude that it produces none. ^By digging pits two or 
three feet deep, at a fliort diftance from the Duvaldailly ponds, (pme brackilb water 
might, however, poflibly be found, potable on urgent occafions. 

.(I|W e noticed here, in great abundance, a fmall Ipecies of kangaroo about two feet . 
high : we like wife met with a fecond quadruped, the fize of a large rat, which thes 
Dutch navigators, in fadl, took for a rat, but which, according to the obfervations of our , 
naturalift M. Peron, belongs to a new and very remarkable* genus, deferibed in the 
zoological works of that eftimable and laborious naturalift, Phocas are feen in vaft 
numbers on the diflerent fivndy beaches of the coaft j they occafionally penetrate a 
confiderable diftance into the forefts. We faw fome of them which were very large : ' 
they were commonly grey ; but fome were of a reddifh and others of a black colour, 
'fhe laft vtcre the ftnallefl, and perhaps the moft young ; for we faw a female of an 
afh-grey giving milk to her fucklings, which were black. The fat of thefe animals is ^ 
good to eat when frelh ; we frequently made ufe of it to fry our food with, and never 
fpund it give the fmallell fmell or tafte that was difagreeablc. I'he fir of the ma- 
jority of them is fine and thick, and confequently might become of much interel^ 
it wbuld be an eafy matter for a veffel to load a rich cargo of their (kins. ■ 

Ri^ptiies (fnakes) on the illand are pretty common ; many that we found were four 
and five feet long, by from one and a half to two inches in diameter j their colour>1K^ 
that of polilhed fteel. * Rottneft Ifland alfo produces a fingular fpccies of Ihsard, in 
which my friend M. Peron found a combination of toes hitherto unoblerved itti llie 
family of lizards. This one has but two belonging to the forefeet, while the hind 
have three. • ' 

1i%e ifland is not inhabited ; nor did it appear to us that it was ever vlfited by thofb 
who live on the main. 

Dating our ftay in the roads of thtf ifland, the \yind blew fierce «{very point of the 
comjpafs. Theeaftwmdtn general was weak, and brought vileniher; thetrelJi 
foutWeft^ iptd tiorth-weft, on the contrary, brought on ml rahi« 

6 ¥*lihing 
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Ejlhmg yielded us a large a^d excellent fupjdy of food ; fomi^ days paffed, however, 
wHWjt our being able to catch a fingle firfj j they appeared to me to te chiefly t^re 
when the winds’ were ftitleft and t^iie fea mdft calm. . It ia poffible m fuch occafions 
that the filh proc^d to greater diflance from fhore, arid return- ojjtly when the, fea, too 
turbulent, renders neccfl'ary they fliould feek fhallowp water ani lefs tumultuous 
'waves.' ^ 

What alfo, ampng the filh, mofl occafioned our furprife, was the multitude of fquali, 
or fliarks, moll of them of enormous fize, which kept inceflantly hovering round the 
fhip. One -which we caught had aanuch more pointed muzzle than the reft ; it mea- 
fured sixteen (Englllh) feet in length, in circumference nearly twelve feet, and weighed 
twelve hundjred weight and upwards. Some that we faw even doubled the fize of this. 
We may hence infer that in no part the fea produces monlters of this deferiprion of 
greater bulk, or more formidable. We likewii'e, but chiefly when the fea was calm, 
remarked many fca-ferpents round the (hip. 

The ifland Berthollct is abfolutely barren, and furrounded by rocks and breakers, 
efpecially in the fomiiern part : in the north-call is a fraall fumiy beach, w'here a landing 
ipay be effeded. 

The ifland Buache, much fiinilar in appearance to Rottnell Ifland, is furrounded by 
banks which render it dilBcult of approach, notwithllandirig it has in many pgrts a 
Tandy fliore. The interior is entirely covered with wood ; the trees on it are generally 
lofty, -and the flirubs of good fize ; vegetation is remarkably active, norwiihllandlhg its 
conftantly fandy furfuce,, I faw partridges on the ifland, and crows of a finallcr fize than 
in Europe, but of ej^cellcnt flavour : feals here are Ibund in far greater plenty than on 
Rottnell Ifland. 

As to the river of Sw-ans, it cannot be confidered adapted to fupply the water require 
for a veflel : in the firll place its mouth is dillicuh to enter, and its conrfe is obllruded 
by fand-banks ; and fccondly, in order to find frcfli water, boats mull proceed up the 
river too great a diflance. • 

* On leaving Rottnell Ifland wc bore towards the north, defigning to coall along at a 
Ihort diflance from fiiore, provided the wind fliould convnuc favourable ; but a gale 
fpringing up in our face, we were under neceflity of making fevcral tacks to the weft- 
ward, which carried us out of fight of land. Still, on our callern tack, we were fre- 
quently able to dillinguilh it for fomc time together, and thence were enabled to afeer- 
taiii its general conftitution, wdiich we found, along the whole extent of this part of 
Edcl’s Land, a mournful counterpart of the monotonous coajl of Leuwin’s Land. As, 
therefore, contrary winds, and our anxiety to rejoin the Gcographe, prevented our dedi- 
cating the requifite time to our making a complete geographic Iketch of this coafl, we 
. contented ourfelves with tracing the bearings ncccflary for tlie correction of the tnahu- 
feript Dutch chart entrufted to us on our leaving Europe, which contained many 
feripus errors. 

The 8th and 9th of July, v-j faw the iflands Turtel Duyf (Turtle Dove), and the 
Abrolhos, on whicli, PeVart was wrecked in 1629. We fancied thefe lall iflands 
were placed at too great diflance from the main, from which, by our reckoning, they 
were but eiglif leagues dillant, and were folicitous of palling through the ipter- 
chann^, whjeh parts them from the continent, to afeertain their exa£l diftance 
it j but not being able to effe£t this point on account of the adverfe win«b, we 
nisii^ljr: afe^rtained the pofition of this groupft of formidable iflands. , Whea at a 
of ten or twelve leagues from the main, thd Abrothos' appeared confounded 
with it : tl^rure of flight elevation, and bounded by red breaktars, againft whidh the 
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fea dalhes vrkh violence ; but thefe breakers do not extend fo far out to fea as is marked 
in the DutchVharts. Yet, as the fea was little ruffled while we were m fight of the 
Abrplhos, it u^pofiible that the bmkers did not feem to us to extend fo w as they 
really doV 1 ' , 

The l6th oflJuly we weite abreaft of the Thorny or Difficult Paflage, fouth of the 
illand Dirk Hartighs : we coafted along that ifiand at only two miles dift^nce : it is 
bounded by a fucceffion of breakers which run but little out to fea. By eight in the 
morning vve reached the pafs between the iflands Dirk Hartighs and Dorre : the plum- 
met indicated a fine fandy bottom, on which we tail anchor. 

CHAP. X. — of the Niituralij'ie at Endraght’s Land. 

[From the i6th of July to the-2ift of September, 1801.]] 

SCARCELY had we anchored in the Bay of Sharks ere we anxioufly fought if the 
Geographe tsy there, or had left traces of having been at any of the neighbouring 
iflands. The boats we fent for this purpofe brought us no intelligence refpefting the 
veflli, and we felt firmly perfuaded that fhe had not been on this coaft. Under fuch 
delicate circurnfiances. Captain Hamelin thought expedient to hold a council, and at his 
fummons we all waited upon him. Here, after an exatt recapitulation of the different 
circutn fiances of our voyage fince we left the bay of the Geographe, we concluded that 
it was imprc^iablc any acciilcnt fliould have befallen our confort ; and that it was not lefs 
unlikely that the Geographe fhould have retuyied to the fouth :»we confequently Were 
of opinion that we ought to wait for her here no more than a week or ten days, and in 
«afe of her non-arrival, by the expiration of that time that we fliould continue our courfe. 
Captain Hamelin then communicated to us his private inftru^lions from the com- 
mander, which bore an exprefs order for his awaiting him at the Bay of Sharks. After 
fuch infiructions there was no room left to deliberate : but*it was not without vcxatlan 
we faw cnirfelves thus condemned to lofe our time on ihefc gloomy fliores, in cafe the 
Gcograpiie fliould not coir.t to feck us, which we were fearful would be the cafe from 
what we knew of the charaftcr of our chief. 

Our flay here being thus relblved upon. Captain Hamelin, for better fhelter, de- 
termined to fleer for the bottom of the bay, but prcvioiifly lie detached three men to 
the ifland Dirk Hartighs, with iiiftrudions to eflablifli fignals to inf.;rm the Geographe 
of his being there, in cafij that vofl'cl fliould appear at the entrance of the bay. 

On his return from the ifland Dirk Hartighs, our chief boatfwain brought with him 
a pewter plate, about fix inches in diameter, cm which was rudely engraven two in- 
fenptions in the Dutch language ; the firfl dated the 25th of October, 1616, the fecond 
the 4th of I'ebraary, 1C97. J his plate was found on the north fide of the ifland, 
which on this account we denominated the Cape of the infeription ; it was hajf coii‘ered 
with fand, lying near a decayed oaken pofl, to whicli'lt app^-ured to have been nailed. 
The following is the tranflation of the two inferiptions : * 

1616. 

The 25th of 0 £tobcr, the fliip Endraght* of Anifterdam touched 4 iere, the chief 
owner Gilles Miebais Van Luck ; the captain Dirk Hartighs of Anifterdam ; he failed 
the ayth of the fame month: Bantum was Tupercargo; Janftins tlm tnaifler; Pieter 
Ecoores Van Bu ..... . The year*i6ifi. 

' ' r .. *=- 

1697. 

The 4th of February, 1697, ^he fliip Het Geelvink of Amfferdam touched here : the 
VOL. X’ 5 N : captain 
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captain Wilhein de Vlaming of Vlielandt ; Joannes Bremer of Copenhag^, mate j the 
chief pilot Michel Bloem Van Eftigt of Bremen : alfo, the dogger Nyofangh, Gerrlt 
Colaart of Amfterdam, captain ; Theddorus Hermans of the fame plac* mate ; Gerrit 
(Icrritzen of Bremen, mailer, (or chief».pilot) alfo,. the galliot Het "Wjlfeltje, Cornell's 
de Vlaming of Vlielandt, commander, Coert Gcritzen 6f Bremen, TOaller. Sailed 
hence with oitr flotilla from the Aullrah lands under deflination for Batavia. 

After copying thofe two inferiptions with great’nicety, Pd. Hamelln caufed a new poll 
to be made, and feat the plate back to be rcinftated on the fame point of the .ifland 
whence it was taken : he would have deemed it facrilege to have kept this plate, 
rcfpeclcd for two centuries by nature and thofe individuals who might have obferved it. 
lie himfelf caufed a fecond plate to be put up, in the north-eafl part of this ifland, on 
which was inferibed the name of our corvette, and the date of our arrival on thele 
lliores. 

The 2d of Augufl w'e quitted the ifland Dirk liartighs, and proceeded to an- 
chor under the Middle Ifland of Dampier ; the fame day I received orders to take the 
plan of a part of the bay, that is to fay of the eaftern coalt of Dirk liartighs Ifland, from 
its norlh-eaft point to the fouthern incluflve, and of the fouthern and eaftern Ihores of 
the bay-, after which I was to make the northern part of Middle Ifland, where the Na- 
turaliftc was to wait for me at anchor. In the nautical and geographical part of the 
voyage, I fliall detail this excurfion at length, here it will be fufficient I give the 
refults. * 

Throughout the whole of the 2d, the calm w'cather prevented my making much way : 

I coafted the eaftern fide of Dirk Hartigh’s land, and doubled a fmall but pretty re- 
markable point, which I called Obfervation Angle, (Coin de Mire) ; I afterwards dif- 
covered a fmall bay and an»iflet, which received the diftinclive appellation of the Bay 
and Iflct of Tetroodons (bladder-fifli) from the number of fifh of this defeription in the 
bay, of which our failors caught abundance. Whales here^ were in fuch numbers that 
I was often obliged to change my courfe in order not to run foul of them ; I likewife 
law fome tortoifes, and many fmall (harks. I pafl'ed the night on the Couth point of 
the Bay of Tetroodons, which I denominated the Point of Refuge, for W'hat real'on will 
Ihortly appear. 

In courfe of the 4th I doubled cape Ranfonnet, the fouthern extremity of Dirk 
Ilanigh’s ifland, and completed a furvey of the Thorny or Difficult PaflTage, fo named 
by Dampfor, from the dangerous breakers which piojed from the fouth-weft part of 
the ifland. At night-fall I landed from a fmall bay ailjoining cape Ranfonnet, where I 
obferved a number of holes the ftze of a man, which feemed fo many burrows: it 
would be difficult to determine by what animal they were formed, the largeft qua- 
druped vre diftinguiflied on the jfland not having exceeded a rabbit in (ize. 

The whole of tlie 5th Was pafl'ed in luffing up againft ailverfe winds ^ and I was con- 
Ilrained to feck an al) 1 uin for the night at Cape Refuge. 

During the 6tji the bad w eather contimied,and caufed me to run confiderable hazard 
in the midft of* the fhoals which lie at the opening of the harbour 1 ffiall prefently 
fpeaJt of. 

The yih, after failing aU day over a fand-bank, on which there was fcarccly fufficient 
draught of tWter for the boat to navigate, at night I landed oppoTitc to a fmall illet, but 
_ mufq^ fliot diftant fr,om the fliore. 1 diftinguifhefi on the fond many footfteps of 
lavages , *^61 faw none of thole by whom they were imprinted. Round feveral extind 
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fuvs we perceWed abundance of fliells and fifti bones, but no bones 4)eIonging to qua- 
drupeds, whico. induces me to conclude that the inhabitanCs of this part of the coaft 
draw their chieflfubfiftcnce from the fea. ^ * 

Not far froinlhc iflet of which I fpeak, we ibund great plenty of pearl-oyftws, but 
the pearls in them were none* of greater diameter than half a line. 

The 8th, juft as we got under fail, ami when but at two mufquet fliots from land, 
we faw one of the natives dcfcend to the beach, although the day before we had in vain 
endeavoured to get fight of any : after obferving us \\’ith attention for fpme time, he 
tranquilly returned inland. I foon after difeovered an opening in the fliore which 
feemed to me to be a river. 1 made feveral attempts to penetrate into it, but in vain ; 
an uninterrupted bank of fand prevented a’l entrance, and hindered me from rcfolving 
iny fufpicions. This river, if fuch it fhould prove, muft be inconfiderable, and will ever 
be uninterefting to navigators on account of its want of accefs. In my chart it is 
noticed under tlie name of the Suppofed River. 

After doubling a large cape, which I termed Cape IleirilTon, I obferved a tolerably 
large inlet, the diredlion of which was from north to fouth. On penetrating into it I 
found mylelf in a finall but very fine harbour ; this, however, from being clofed by a 
fand bank on which is no more than three feel water, will ever be ufelefs to (hipping, 
I therefore called ifUlelel's Harbour. Ike northern point of this harbour is a large 
promontory, named Cape Bellefin, from the phyfidan of that name in our corvette. 

The I oth, after lurveying Ufeleis Harbour, 1 bore towards the fouth to refume my 
operations at the fpot where I began them on the 7th : towaMs evening, I landed and 
pafled the night on a fmall barren and folitary iflet. We found on tt a prodigious 
number of fca-birds, which all took to flight with loud fereams, as foon as we fet foot 
on fliore. They remained a long time hovering over our heads, and owing to their 
white plumage, which rendered them vifiblc notwithftanding the darknefs, they pfe- 
fented a Angular fpeclacle : we killed feveral of them, and,likewife found a number of 
their eggs, but neither the flefli of the fowl nor the eggs were well tafted ; the eggs4n 
particular, though frefh laid, were fcarcely eatable. At day-break we left this iflet, 
called by me, in honour of our excellent boatfwain, Lcfcbvre. 

The iith I diftinguiflied a new opening, towards which I endeavoured in vain to 
advance, the wind being directly in our teeth ; I perceived, moreover, ten or twelve 
iflets, in front of a low, fandy, and very barren point of land, fouth of the opening ; 
which, from theenfign who accompanied me, I termed Girard Po' it. On traverfing 
the vicinage of oqr plact’of debarkation, I perceived feveral habitations, and mar;y foot- 
fteps of the natives : fomc of thefe were prints of Angularly large feet, .one that I 
meafured exceeded izl inches (Englifli). 

In courfe of the 1 1 th, I fleered towards the opening perceived the day before, which 
received the name of Depuch Entrance, from one of our moft eftimable and moft unfor- 
tunate companions. I difeovered alfo fome fmall iflets^, fimilar altogether to tjiofe of the 
preceding days : I thought 1 deferied, likewife, the mouth of another river ; but, as 
was the cafe on the 8th, I found the entry into it clofed by a*fand-bank. Doubling 
afterwards Girard’s Point in my courfc fouth ward, I recognized feveral fmall ifles, two 
of which, more extenfive than the others, were alfo of lefs barren appeVance. I landed 
towards evening on the largeft of thefe two laft, which I called the liland of Three 
Bays, on account of its triangular fprm, and its having on each of its fides a well out- 
lined inlet of a fandy. bottom, where fmall veflcls may at any time ftp4 excellent flielter. 
This fmall illand is tolerably wooded : its fhores yield fifh and oyfters : its greatef^ex- 
tent is about a mile. ' 

The 
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The 13th, aft# having made the circuit of the whole of the extren^y of thfe deqj 
bay, in which I had been failing feveral days, I began to afceiid towftds the north } 
Ihortly after I difcovercd fome new iflets, and a fmSll illand, named feyjnie Lefchenault, 
from one of our botanifts. It was aboift a league in lengtjt,- and in e#|iy part barren. 

In the morning of the T4th, after having paffed a pretty bay, I doubled a point re- 
markable from two iflets in front of it'; the point I named Moreau, from one of .pur 
midfhipmen. The whole of the remainder of the day was employed in furveying the 
coaft, which . I kept in fight and Jay the furvey I fatisfied myfelf that what, after 
Dampier, we had conceived to be an ifland, called by him Middle Ifland, is no other 
than a long peninfuia. On arriving at Cape Lefueur, I noticed that the land turned 
fuddenly to the north-eaft, and perceived the corvette Naturalilte anchored in a bay, 
which we denominated Dampier Bay, in honour of the celebrated navigator of that 
name by whom it was fii-fl: dil'covered. My feeing the vcflbl ferved to confirm me in the 
belief that the land oppofite to us was really the fame we had liitherto miflaken for an 
ifland. I regained the Ihip in the evening, after an abfcnce of a fortnight, during which 
I had made the circuit of more than two-thirds of this vafl: inlet, fo improperly termed 
the fi >y of Sharks. The harbour I had thus reconnoitred is nearly thirty leagues deep. 
I termed it H. Freycind Harbour, from my brother, lieutenant on board the Qeo- 
graphe ; and the large peninfula, which forms its eaftern fide, received the name of my 
friend M. Peron. 

While abfent from the fhip, feveral events took place, of which I fliall render afuc- 
cind account. On tlte 3d of Auguft, Captain Hamclin came to the northward to 
anchor, about feven or eight miles frdm the peninfula Peron ; tlic next day, a great 
I'moak being perceived to rife fuddenly from the neighbouring lands, the captain fent 
MelTrs. St. Cricy and Baillie to examine into the caufe. Thefc gentlemen, immediately 
on landing, were met by about thirty favages, armed with long fpears and clubs, who 
made a great clamour, and/eemed difpofed to direct their firll attack on M. St. Cricy, 
wlien this officer, though with regret, difeharged a mufquet over their heads. The 
noife of the explofion, to them a noife fonew, occafioneJ fq much furprizc and terror, 
that they all at once fled over the Ihore, cleared tlie downs, and were lo(l in the 
thickets. The fmoak feen arofe from a very large fire kindled by thefe men. 

The 6th, an obfervatory was creded on the neighbouring p<?ninfula, and M. St. 
Cricy was diredled fo verify the time-pieces ; but the variation of temperature on land 
was fo great, that after a few days this gentleman was obliged to return on board with 
the watches. 

TJie fame day, the 6th of Auguft, our long boat, which after its damage near Rott- 
neft Ifland had been only temporarily repaired, was hauled on the land to undergo a 
'complete refit. On this work all our carpenters and caulkers were employed : a cer- 
tain number of failors were likewife difpatched to cut down wood, and colloift what was 
neceffary for our provifion. We had thus a finall camp on fhore, coafifting of about 
thirty perfons. The ncceffity of providing thefe with water, and the continual trouble 
which the tranfport of that indifpenfible article from the fhip would occafion, gave birtlv 
to the plan of taking tjie ftill on fhore, for the purpofe of diftilling fait water. “ This 
duty,” fays M. ifailly, “ was confided to me ; and thoi^h the conftrucf ion of part of 
the apparatus was defective, I fucccedcd in obtaining daily about forty quarts of water,, 
a quantity amply fufficient for the thirty individuals on fhore. Sea- water, after diftil- 
latign, is not unpleafant, it has merdly an empireumatic flavour, which is diffipated by 
expofure M^e.atmofphejre, wd is certainly preferable to the bad water fo frequently 
ufed on bdm of ibips. 

« The 
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*' The ulilitV of this chymical apparatus, fo evident from the advantage we derived 
from it, ihoulc^aufe it ever to be a part of the equipment of vefll;!, e/jieclally on voy- 
ages to explore cqafts where water may polTiWy no?befouijd ; in inftances of ihipwreck 
alfo, it might pF'jge the falvation of many livcN.’i , 

The 22d of A^uft, Meffr 3 . Faure and Moreau wer 'dlfpjtched in the greater boat 
to explore the coaft near our anchorage. Tiiey nvcre to comnieuce thvir iurvey from 
the point named by M. St. Allouam, High LandPeint, the point where* ovhie terminated, 
and thence trace the caflern coail of thePoninfula Peron, ui! agahj ahrcaii. of this point ; 
after which, they were to return to the fliip. The expedition was coinpietod by the 
31ft j on the ai'rival of our comrades, we learnt they had dilcovertd a fuudi bay, fmee 
termed the Bay of Attack, lying fouth of High Land Point. The point which bounds 
it fouthward, larger than the lalt mentioned, was di-noniinated Point Guichenault, from 
the name of one of the tW'O companions of .M. Peron in the harJfliips he endured, 
which will be noticed as we proceed. Farther on, and conllantly advancing fouihv/ard, 
a fecond bay was difeovered called L’Haridan Bay, its fouthern point being named Petit 
Point, from one of our unfortunate companions. Eaftward of Cape Petit they difeo- 
vered a tolerably largo ifland, of which they merely examined the weflcrn coaft ; it 
was denominated, from the geographer by whom it was firftdiftinguifhed, and who drew 
a chart of its coaft, Faure Iflaitd. Hence proceeding fouthward, another bay or large 
harbour prefented itfelf, tlie foundings of which w’ere taken ; it is feparated from the 
preceding only by an iftinnus, termed, from the fecond doflor of the Geographe, 
Taillefer. ’ * 

Afcending afterwards low'ards the north, the party found large fand banks covered 
with turtle, and thence denominated Turtle Banks. Induced by the eafe with w'hich 
they might be taken, a landing to procure fomc was efteded on Faure Ifland, and in 
lefs than three hours fifteen were turned, weighing from 122 to 147 kilogrammes* 
each. Laden W'ith this valuable cargo they returned on board. The large harbour 
above noticed, not fo deep, but more fpacious than that on the weft, received its name* 
from Captain Hamelin, with univerfal confent. 

Our provifions were now hearly exhaufted, and no intelligence of the Geographe 
had yet been received. All that depended on the captain towards eftefting a jundlion 
with that vefl'el by a ftrifl: obfervance of his orders, had been done ; and no hope now 
remained of falling in with it, but by a return to the place whence he had fet out, a 
ineafure he rcfolved to put in immediate execution. 

We in confequence got under weigh the 4th of September, firft for Timor, ttfter 
having pafl'ed forty-nine days in the Bay of Sharks. Of this bay there remains I Ihou|fl 
given general defeription. 

After Dirk Hartighs and Vlaraing, the next European who vifited thefe ihores was 
Dampier, to whom the Weftern World is indebted for the firft and only correct no- 
tions of thefe countries |>revious to our expedition. This (kilful navigator ai^chored 
north of the Pcninfula Peron, which, as we have noticed^ ire miftook for an ifland, and 
gave the name of Shark’s Bay to the fpacc comprized between the fflands weftward and 
the pontinent, without having furveyed the form of this fuppofed bay or its breadth. 

It is by no means a matter of furprize, after Dampier, commonly To eS:a£k in all his 
works, had given the name of bay to an aflemblage of bays, harbours’, mid coves, which 
had a general appearance of what is comprehended under that deno mination, that it 
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jlhould ftill be preferved notwithflandihg its impropriety. This is rightl/ dooe perhaps, 
as it prevents the ill confequences of changes in nautical names. 

Sr. Allouarn in the Gros Ventje, armed cnjlute^ vifited thefe Qiores in the year 
1772, and made himfelf acquainted wdth the land north of the peai^la. He gave the 
name of High Land Point to the moft northern cape of this peninfuHqP but left this part 
without determining any other portiop of the geography of Endraght's Land. 

/I he refult of /)ur labours is : that we have nearly afeertained the fo called Bay of 
Sharks to be a great bight, fifty leagues in depth, taken from Cape Cuvier northward 
to the fouthern extremity of the gulf bVeycinct ; that all the eaftern coaft is exclufively 
formed by the continent, and the weftern of the iflet Koks, the iflands Dorre and Ber- 
nier, Dampier’s Reef, the great ifland Dirk Hartighs, and a portion of the continent. 
All the middle part of this bight is occupied by the great contmental peninfula, call and 
weft of which the harbours of Hamelin and Freycinft arc fituate. 

It were fuperfluous, after the pidiire of thefe fhores prefented by M. Peron in the 
fixth chapter, I ftiould recapitulate their miferable fterility ; fuffice it I obferve, that 
what that naturalift has ftated of the phyfical conftitution and various produdions of 
Bernier Ifland, is ftridly applicable to the other iflands and to the main. In every part 
layers of fand impofeon calcareous rocks of lefs or greater elevation : in every part the 
fame fcarcity of frefti water exifts, the fame aridity, and fimilar deftitution of vegetable 
produdtions. Like alfo is the fea zoology, and that of the land, fave in thefe inftances : 
the kangaroo is of a larger fpecies on the continent, and the liuman race and the dog 
are found there aloj^e. . Of weak organization and very thinly fcattered,, man here pre- 
fents the fame charader, with refped to his conformation and focial habitude, as we 
(hall have occafion elfewhere to notice*. 


Seen with a failor’s eye, this portion of Endraght's Land prefen ts good anchorage in 
DampierBay, is capable of fumiftiing wood, and an eftimable (lock of provifions in the 
turtle with which it abounds. Commercially viewed, the vaft abundance of whales 
, which refort to it render fafe any extent of fpeculation in the fifhery of this animal ; and 
while the mariners employed might by the ufe of alembics, at no other cxpence than 
time, find a fubftitute for fprings, which are wholly wanting, in the frelh water from 
the fea, the plenteoufnefs of fifh and turtle would fecure them excellent and healthy 
food : pearls alfo might, probably, with a little induftry in feeking them, be found to 
repay with ufury the adventurer’s toil. 

As before noticed we failed on the 4th of September from Shark’s Bay for Timor. 
By two in the afternoon we gained the middle of the paflTage of the Naturalifte, and loft 
fight of the iflands Dorre and Bernier at feven in the evening. 

*l’he .1 5th we diftinguiftied New Saboo, three and half miles diftant north-north-eaft. 
The 1 6th at dawn we made Great Saboo, and fteered fo as to pafs between it and the 
iflet Benzoard, which ftrait we entered at nine in the morning. The fouthern part of 
Great Saboo is very high ; its mountains, which decline towards the fea-fhore, are co- 
vered t^ith dwellings and bca'”*iful forefts, above the level of tfle generality of trees, in 
which tower loftily 4he palm and cocoa. Many of thefe laft trees alfo are feen on the 


beach, their roots waflied by the waves. We coafted fo clofely along this fliore as to 
diftinguifli thw natives on the ftrand. The ifland is about fix leagues wide; its north- 
weft coaft is ftill more lofty than the fouthern, and is alfo fuperior in fertility and beauty. 

The ifland Benzoard, oppofite to Great Saboo, where longeft is but five leagues m 
length, It is, like its neighbour,^ lofty, and well covered with wood and inhabitants. 

On (be 20th September, at day-break, we difeovefred the ifle*Simad to the eaftward, 
■ - ' 9 and 
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and bevond it, at a great diftance, the lofty mountains of Timor. In the evening we had 
fight of the iflarlds Tico and Rotti. . * 

The lands of Simao, though lofty, are lefs fo, than thofe of Great Saboo. This 
ifland is woody, and interfered by chams of mountams, running in different direftions. 
The foil of the foii)thern part iss of a ftrong reddifK colour. 

Rotti Hkewife is elevated. The illet Tico is low, but well wooded : it appears to be 
furrounded by a fine flat fandy fhore. . ’ 

Thefe illands, altogether, in form and in healthy vegetation by which they are co* 
vered, prefent the rnofl perfedl contrafl; when compared with the low, fterile, and defert 
fhoros of New Holland. 

The 2 1 11 of September we failed to the north of Rotti to gain the roadfted of Coo- 
pang. By a quarter pafl; fix wc were near enough to diftinguilh a three- mailed veflel 
at anchor in the harbour. By half pall feven I was difpatched in the long boat to ac- 
quaint the governor with our objer in vifiting Coopang. When at diftance from the 
ftiip I faw a boat fteering from more with the French flag ; it was commanded by my 
brother. I then learnt that the Geogniphc had been upwards of a month at Coopang, 
and that, from the inftant of our feparation in the Bay of the Geographe, our colleagues 
had experienced on our account the greateft anxiety. At length, by one in the after- 
noon, we anchored near our confort. Thus, two Ihips, defigned and inltru6led to aft 
together, after fuch a long and diltrefling feparation, a feparation totally owing to the 
mif-computation and bad management of the commander in chief, by etfeft of hazard 
were once agrin united. 


BOOK m. 

I’ROM TIMOR TO PORT JACKSON, INCLUSIVEl-Y. 

.1 

CHAP. XI. — Courfc from Timor to the South Cape of Diemen's Land. 

[From the 1 3tli’Novembcr 1801, to the 13th January 1802.3 

IN the 5th chapter we have noticed that our commander, even on the outfet of his 
voyage, had totally inverted the general plan of operations Iketchcd by government ; 
that, inllead of proceeding to double the South Cape, he had gone towards that of 
Leuwin, and had employed the whole of his firll voyage in vifiting tlie fouth-weftern 
coaft of New Holland. The natural courfc of events, and of the feafons, now, tnere- 
fore, direfted us to thefouthern extremity of Diemen’s Land ; and thither-towards,‘'in 
faft, did we fleer on leaving Timor. Meeting long with calms and contrary winds, 
we experienced touch difficulty in doubling Cape Leuwin. but at length this was ef- 
fefted in the beginning of January : at the fame time, we were greeted by ftrong gales 
from the wcfl-nortli-weft, which carried us rapidly i.uvards the fouthern coafts of 
Diemen’s Land; and the 13th January we difeovered the foggy fummits of the 
mountains of that great ifland. ' 

In the fuccinft account 1 am about to render of the chief incidents of this irkfome 
voyage, 1 deem it right to lay greater ftrefs on the fea animals we faw, from their hif- 
tory prefenting details equally valuable to the’ naturalift and the navigator^ In faft, 
the conflancy of refort of thefe animafe to certain .fpots, may frequently furnilh the 
latter with ufeful indications of the neighbourhood, or diftance of land. The immor- 
tal Cook gave much attention to remarks of this kind;, and M. deFleurieu, in his 

valuable 



83* TOYAOE FQR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANpS. 

valuat)le appendix to the voyage of Marchand, confidered |t of confequence to treat 
efpecially on this fubjeft. This part of his work, which may b^regaryiedas an abridg- 
ment of Pelagic Zoology, is certaiply of its kind the bell guide an enlightened navi- 
gator, or even a naturalift can follow. 

The 14th November the Iky was Covered with vapou;r, the barometer fcarcely main- 
tained itfelf at aS** i* ; the thermometer was 23,5° * ; the hygrometer indicated 97* 
of raoifture. Our numerous fick were great fufferers from this humid and hot 
temperature ; and this day died the mailer’s mate of the Naturalille, M. Savary. 

The 15th, we ourfelves loft the .unfortunate Sautier, our tirft journeyman gardener, 
an aflive and laborious man. 

I'he fame day we faw a water-fpout in the diftance, on the iGth we again faw 
another in the evening, and at night we pafled the Great Saboo. 

The 17th, in the morning, we were abreaft of Benzoard IHand, and, foon after 
palling it, diicovered New Saboo. This ifland rifes but little above the waves, whicli 
break around it : Hill its furface is chearful ; it feems covered with verdure, and 
pretty groves of trees upon it occafionally falute the eye. New Saboo is uninhabited, 
and is remarkable for an enormous rock near one of its points, which, at a diftance, 
feems as if pierced by a large opening. 'I'he unhealthy temper'’ture ftill continued : 
the condition of our fick became more ferious ; and at eight in the evening we loft 
Francis Courroyer, one of the molt robuft men, and one of the bell ftcerfmen in the 
Ihip. 

This day numerous, flights of boobies hovered about our fhip, apparently from the 
illands we had in fight. Thefo birds from this day conftanlly accompanied us to the 
30th November, traverfing with us the fpace comprized betw'cen the loth and 15th 
degree of fouth latitude, a diftance of nearly 125 marine leagues from lliore. This 
remark confirms indeed the obfervations of Lafeuillce, Cook, and I'orftcr, on the 
uncertainty of the indication of neighbouring land deduced from the fight of birds 
of this defeription : though it is equally certain that wc never diftinguiflied any fpecies 
of booby in large flights at open lea ; and the voyage I deferibe alfords a proof ot 
this ; for after pafling the illands Saboo, we failed conftantly at diftance from land, 
yet faw, after being left by thefe, no others till within the neighbourhood of Diemen’s 
Land, when their numbcrlcfs legions prefented theinfelves to our fight nearly at the 
fame inftant with the lofty mountains of that great ifland. "With few exceptions, 
therefore, the appearance of boobies may be looked upon as a very probable indication 
of fome neighbouring land ; and to the navigator, who fails in unknown feas, is this 
indication efpecially valuable. The fpccies of booby in queftion being new, I have 
deferibed it under the denomination of Sula Sabnerifis, (booby of the Saboo Illands). 

The 1 8th November, Maria Hubert, gunner, died on board the Naturaliflc. 

The 19th, we ourfelvc.'; gave to the waves one of our beft failors, called Pougens. 
At this period we were fo much incommoded with heat, and our ratio of water 
was fo "finall, that fome uufoHunate beings were even fecn to' drink their urine. All 
that the phyfician could fay to induce our chief to incrcai’e for the inftant the allow- 
ance of water, which might fo eafily be diminifhed on approaching to colder climates, 
was ufelefs. It is painful to me to- notice fuch matters; but, in voyages of this 
■defeription, the leflbn afl.hrded by misfortune fhould not be omitted nor forgotten : 
the rnoft celebrated navigators have juftly reckoned a privation of water one of the moft 
potent prcdifpofiug caufes of feurvy on long voyages ; and as we fhall fhortly have 
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to detail our participation in this malady, would it not be criminal in me to pafs over 
a circurnftance which relates fo materially to this difaftrous ejiidomy ? 

The 20th we faw a multitude of phyfalcs on the Surface of the fea, an animal whofe 
intcrefting hiftory is given in tlie 3d chapter. 'J'hls fpecies appeared to me different 
from that feen ir] the Atlantic Ocean : I have'deferibed it under the title Phyfalia 
aullralis, and have made minute and numcnius rcfcarches into the organization or this 
fingular animal, the ininutiic of which will be given in the zoological, portion of our 
voyage. 

The 2 2d November, another of our unfortunate gifnners died, of ihb name of 
Mentelle. All was now conllernarion : twenty-five men were on the Tick lid, and 
many ol them, a rong which were Meffrs. l"^epuch and Mange, were very ill ; happily, 
in propordon as we advanced towards the fouth, the heat became let's troublefomc, 
and our fick mended. 

The 24ih, we faw’ lor the firfl time fome ftorm birds, (Procellarla pclagica,Lin.) 
We faw them In 14^' lat. fouth. The 7th December, in ly""; and the itl January 1802, 
11134% we law oihci's ; in the lafl latitude they arc very rarely vifiblc. 

The 2 stli of November we caught a llrark ten feet long, which afforded us a new 
fpecimeu ol the prodigious irritablllLy of ihefe fifli. Indeed, ten minutes after its head 
was cut of!', -and its heart and vifeera torn out, when, in order to wafh it ai: tlic pump, 
the men were about to drag if forward by the tail, it railed its body with great qaick- 
nefs and flrength, and made fucli violent efforts, that feveral men were nearly thfowri 
down by its e.Yertious. In our palfagc from Europe to the Ifle of France, I had before 
remarked, in an animal of this genus, a Itill greater irritability. A fhark being caught, 
more than /ix’15 /w//rs ajicr it had been cut open, and its vifeera and heart had been 
torn our and thrown into ilie lea, a failor went to cut off its tail ; but fcarcely had the 
knife penctraled the llcdi, before the fhark contracted itfelf greatly, made feveral 
bounds, anti conliniK'd to move until its tail was cut off with an hatchet. 

The 26th, in the evening, on hailing the Naturaliffe we Idarnt that, wEh refpa(T to^ 
fick, fhe was not more fortunate tlian us ^ and that, independently of ihofe we liavc 
noticed, they had loll Bourgeois of I lavre, a youth equally dilUiiguIflied for his eftirnablc 
qualities as I:is excellent education : on the fame day, we threw into the fea a failor 
named Ives. Finally, C-aptain I lameliu informed us that he had flill eighteen men on. 
the fick lill, among w hich M. Lcvillain, who every day became worfeand w^orfe. The 
bad news we received w as more than equalk-d by tliat we liad to comniuiiicate \ after 
which the two veffels par^ted. 

The 271)1 we faw vail numbers of flying-filli ; ihcle again made their appearance 
the 30th November, the ifl and 2d December, between iq and 19*^ of latitude. 

The 2d December we obferved the firll Tropic bird, (Phaeton, Aithereus, Linn.) 
the moll beautiful of the equatorial fea fowl; the 22d we again faw othens ; and, on 
tliis lafl: day, we paffed the tropic of Capricorn. 'Fhus then this portion of our re- 
marks corroborates what is fo eloquently obferved by ?i?inlfon refpeding the Kmits of 
the refort of this intcix lling bird : Harneflod to the chariot of*the fun in the burn- 

ing zone which limits the tropics, perpetually flying beneath this torrid fky, without 
ever wandering from the two extreme linlits of the courfc' of^^that brilliant 
luminary, it announces to navigators their approaching paffage b«neatli thofe celeftial 
figns*.*’ 

The I iih December, in 21® of latitude fouth 101® eaft of ^Paris, we diftinguiflied a 
pcterel, the mofl elegant of the ^ntardic fea fowl, and that which has fo repeatedly 

# • 

* Whicliaie “ thofe celeftial ftgns ?'• the pafTage fo far from meriting the epithet of elegant, border* 
ftrongly on arrant nonfenfe. Trv. 
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been deferibed in the relations of ancient and modern travellers. The 1 3th Decern- 
ber, we again faw others, and as we had on the fame day obferved tropic birds, it 
refults that the two birds may be /een at the fame fpot : the one, exclufively an inha- 
bitant of the antarctic regions, delights in icy climates, fogs, and tempefts ; while the 
other, chained, as Buflbn deferibes, to the chariot of rhe fun, chopilhes the calm of 
the tropics and their ardent temperature. From thefe obfervarious, from thofc of 
Cook, who in his fecond voyage, met with petrels on this fide 3 o'", it refults that the 
limits fixed by Linmeus for the habitation of thefe birds fhould be placed nearer to 
the cquatcirial regions than beyond which the celebrated Swedifh naturalill: hasS 
eftabliflied their confines. We moreover obferved them in great numbers the whole 
length of Leuwin’s Land, and even in the bay of the Geograph c, in 33''. 

The 1 2th December, for the filth time, we palled the tropic ot (aipricorn. Already 
the temperature did not exceed 17’; the barometer from 28^' i‘ had progrelfively rifen 
to 28^' 3^ On this day we loft our mafter-fail-maker, a very relpLCtablc man, in 
efteem with the whole of the officers and crew. 

TJic 25th we faw feme grey petrels, (Procellaria grifa, Linn.); we diflinguiflied 
others again on the aqrh, 30th, and 3x0: of the fame month, in latitude 32" and 33 ' S. 
In fact, this It is which Linnaeus aferibes the iKwthern extreme of the llight of this bird : 
Cook however in his voyage did not meet with them lower than at 3 s; '* 

The 20th, the fea appeared covered with jantliines, thj molt pkaling of tefhicoous 
fca ‘ inollufce : this mollufca, by means of a branch of fnnll bladders filled with air, 
fvvims freely on the furface of the water, as we h.ave noticed in ciiap. 3dv 

On this brilliant fholl-fifli 1 diicovered a new fpecies of cruitaceaofa beautiful 
ultramarine blue ; 1 recognized it for a pinnotheris, and have dclcribed it under the 
name of Pinnotheres janihime. 'Jliis difeovery is fo much the more interefiing as it 
docs not appear that thefe parafite animals have before been noticed in univalve (hells. 
The fame day, 29th December, was the lalt of the fuirerings and ('xilteiice of my 
^ colleague M. I.evill:;iih * To the cruel dyfentery, that purfued him from our leaving 
Timor, was luperadded a pernicious fwiMtiiig fever, (V. diaph. de Torti), the fourth 
attack of which was fatal. His body was coiiuniiied to rite waves, which by a fingular 
fatality had already been the (epulchre of his father and his eklell brother. 'Phis 
death occafioned a real forrow in all on board the two (hips ; IVI. Levillain, in 
was of an exceedingly mild and gentle character, and had endeared hinilelf to every 
one. During his (fay at Danp^ier Bay, he in.uh‘ a bcautiiul colle'^tioii of the petrified 
fliell-fifli, which form very extenfive banks on th de lliorc'S, and the (tudy of which is 
rendered the more interefiing from the major part of iliein having, ajipareiitly, their 
living counterparts at the loot ol t!ie very rucks titey form. 

The 3d January 1802, a vl;;{-. nr gale from rite wefi-uorth-wefi fiiccceded the flagging 
winds and dead calms we iird .•!\’\'ioin1v fur fume time expericMiced ; the barometer 
rapidly lank irom 2S'’ y (o -7' lofi The Iky was covered with thick and darkifli 
clouds' and during the ni ' -rr laid a coi>ioiis fall of rain. On the fucceetling day 
the wind continiieci to blow llrong and in violent gufis, the fea was prodigioully 
fwclled, and the piiclfing ol the fliip \v:;s very great: but the veh)city with which we 
aclvancfHl mack? u:ci)';ar with plc'alurc Miefe appendant inconvenicmcics. In mid ft of 
the battling waves we (aw two whales of inonfirous fize, wdiich palled clofe by our 
fhip ; the jpeciesT was, hr)\vevcr, unable to afceriaiti, as they only (hewed thenifelves 
for an inflaat on t'n;; ditippeariiijj aftlTwards, and occafioning a vaft undula- 

tion at the fpot they k-i't : 

Airuprnnt lonjrn properantes a^miac 
Milcoiun(]ue vadid imis. St at. Theb. 
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The 5th, we^founci ourfelves in lat. 37® fouth,long. 117® eafl: of Paris. Here the great 
equinoctial pe r'ol, (procellarla equinoxialis, Linn.) difappcarcJ ; we firft diftinguilhetl it 
in about 21® of latitude, from which time it had been continually vifible from our ftiip; as 
therefore this bird, from the limits of the torp'd zone, was feen for 1 8® in advance 
towards the pole,Jas alfo the rtmge of it is Hated by Edwards, Brown, and Linnaeus, 
to extend as far louih as the latitude of the C^pe of Good Hope, and even that of 
New Zealand, it niuft be allowed that no name could have been gi';en to this fpecies 
lefs fiiited to it than that of equinoxial. 

The blowing weather continued during the 6th ’and ^th: on the latter day we were 
in lat. 39° fouiii, i<ing. t 20® : the thermometer dcnotc.1 10® of heat only *, and a lively 
fenfation of cold obliged us to put on our winter clothing. We, on thefe days, for 
the hi ll tiiiK’, had fight of tin- alhalrofs, deferibed by Forftcr, ol a chocolate colour, 
(Dioinedia ij^adicca.) As ('arly as the 4th we had feen in lat. 35”, the commonalba- 
trols, tHi^iuiedia e.x; iatr-;, Linn.) the large It of antarctic fca fowl; and of this we 
obferved the two r:;:icues white and brown, which poffibly it might be well to regard 
as two diltinct fpe eies, as I fhall e ndeavour cliewhere to prove them to be. Some of 
thele birds nieafured upwards of ten feel between the extremities of the extended 
wings. 'J iie che colale-colourcel idbatrofs, as to Forller, I'eemcd to us to be fmaller 
than the comnueione^ 'I'hefe animals followed our Ihipstill within fight of Diemen’s 
l.ancl, and the jniuiber eif them appe'arcd to increafe in proportion as we advanced 
towards the colei and fiiggy cl'ina.tes in which they chiefly dwell. 

Many inttvefiiiig animals prefented themlelves to my obfervation during the -qth. 
The lirltwore thofe large bro^^ n gulls, (hams cat3racle's,Linn.)knov.’n to mariners by the 
name of fiioLiua.kers, and Port 1 gmoiit fowls. Cook faw legions of them in midH of 
the fields of icc wiiicli limiu-J hi ; hazardous voyage in 64" fouth. Next to the albatrofs, 
this fpc'cicsol gull is ilu- iin ll powerful i'ea-fowl of the antarCtic regions. 

The other flocks e)!’ birds I'ecu 011 the 9th, were the foa-fwallow (Sterna), of which 
were three fjeecies, ihefterna obfeura, Linn. ; anew fpccics deferibed by me under thj 
name; oi flcrna me lanoiatiia, ein ace-ouut of the blaetk colour of its body ; and another, 
alike unknown fei naturaliil.*, but which rcfcmbles the flerna cafpia, Linn, and which 
I deiumiinatc'd flerna calpionles. On the fame clay w^e perceived on the vraves an 
enormous fpecies of fepia, poflibly of the genus calmar, (Loligo, Lamark) of the fize 
of a butt <;r pijie ; it r(/lleJ on the waves with much nolle; and its long anus, fpread 
over their lurlacc, and in confiant motion, rcfcmbled fo many cTKirmous reptiles. 
Each of its arms were rjorc; tlian fix or feven feet long, by from feven to eight 
inches in diameter. It is, doubtlefs, to feme animal of this family f,hat Don 
Pcrnelty does not hefilate to attribute lucb prodigious dimenfions, fuch an enormous 
weight that, fays he, fliould it happen to fallen itlclf to the upper rigging of a fliip by 


climbing the Ihrouds, it might uccafion its overfetting : — a childifli talc, no doubt, 
but very poflibly derived from the appearance of fome animal of extraordinary fize 
of this ger.UvS, , 

The loth January the wind Hill continued to blow hard ; I difeovered a new fpecies 
of g^dl, which 1 described under the name of larus mclanopterus, on account of its 


black wings. The fame day we faw, for thi firft time, fwiramifig oh, the furface of 
the waves, heaps of fucus gigantinus. It is not without rcafon this fea-plant has re- 
ceived this I'pecific denomination; for at an Sftcr period I faw many branches of it, 
not lefs than from two to three hundred feet long.. I fhall^ on. noticing this ^ain. 


•50® of Fahrenheit. 

502 


deferibe 



VOYAGE rOR THE DISCOVERY 01- SOUTHERN LANDS. 


836 

defcribe by what means nature is enabled to ralfe tliefe long branches fr»m the bottom 
of the fea, and how ftie qaalifics them to float on its furface. 

The I ith, I deferibed, under the title of the white muzzled dolphin (Dclphinus Leu- 
corainphus) a new fpecies of dolphin, tyhich M. de I.ace’pode, in his hidory of cetaceous 
animals, has diflinguiflied by my naiiie (Dclphinus PeKjuiiJ. A pfienomenon, cer- 
tainly worthy of much attention, is that tend(;ucy remarked in all atiimals of becoming 
white in proportion to the ncarnefs of their abode towards the pole. Thus, in the fame 
regions which produce white foxes, white bears, &c.* ; the white dolphin is likewife 
found l')elphinus leucas, Linn/'; and in high fouthern latitudes, befides the D. Leuco- 
ramphus, which I have noticed, t there cxiils a fecond fpecies ol the fame genus, firfl 
obferved by Conimerfon, and afterwards by Forfter, the body ot which is white, and 
only retains fome few fpots of a blueifh brown. 

The I2lh of January we reckoned ourfelvcs in 44" of latitude fouth ; longitude 141" 
27' eaft of Paris ; we were confequenily not far from Diemen’s Land. In the night we 
had a heavy fall of rain and abundance of hail ; the next morning early, after a voyage 
of fixty-onc days, we difeovered the firfl; lofty fummits of that great illand. 


CHAP. XII. — Soiilhcrn Part of Dicmoi' s Land. 

(From the 13th of January to the 17th of February, iSoc.J 

THE 13th of Januar't', at clay-bre;ik, we had fight of land, bearing fVom N. N. E. 
to E. N. E. At eight o’clock we were abreall of the fouth-wefl cape ; fliortly after we 
diflinguiflied the fmall iflands Witt, and the folitary M(;wflone rock. From eight 
o’clock till noon wo failed rapidly along the fouthern extremity of Diemen’s Land. 
At noon wc doubled the fouth cafie, the ultimate point of the world in the eaflern 
hemifpherc (towards the fouth). i'he Swilly and I'.ddyflone rocks then bore fouth of 
v.s, fcarcely within the fcope of fight. In the mean time the looks of all were directed 
towards the land ; we beheld with admiration thole lofty mountains which nature, like 
fo many bulwarks of granite, feemed to oppofc to the' raging ol the ocean, the 
which thence flretches to the icy regions of the antarctic pole. \V c viewed with delight 
thofe widely fpreading plateaux of the interior, rifing in amphitheatric form over all its 
furface, and cloaihed in every part by deep umbrageous woods. I’he fea, in the 
interim, was rough, tlie wind blew with great force and in gufls from the fouth-wefl j 
the temperature of the atmofphero was cold, the air foggy, and long fcarfs of vapor 
extended over the greyifli flanks of the mountains and tlie forefls. d'he fog was fliortly 
after fucceeded by heavy rain, by hail, and fleet ; boobies, and gulls, and cormorants, 
and llerrtE, in mimberlels legions from the neighbouring rocks, flew round about our 
fliips, and mingled their pieixing icreanis with the roaring of the angered waves; a long 
file of white muzzled dolphins, with many others of the cctareous tribe, performed 
their evolutions around us ; ir.'^ihort, every thing feemed to unite in imprefliiig a degree 
offolemnity on our tUaking thefe coalts ; all announced our touching the extremity ol 
the fouthern world. 

The Boriel filands were diflinguiflied at half-pafl twelve, forming the moft fouthern 
point of Storm Bay; The commander lignaled (kaptain Ilumelin to advance into the 
channel Dentrecafleaux. Scarcely was' this efleded before a large reef of rocks was 
perejeived, which obliged the Naturalifle to keep clofc to the wind on the flarboard, 

* Add to which the white crow, wliite fparrow, &c. 


and 



VOYAGE lOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 


837 

and makefonfea; wc followed her example. At this time there fell abundance of 
fleet ; the gufl of wind encrcafed in impeiuofity, and we were under necellity of reefing 
inoft of our fails ; at length we fucceedcd in douUing the rocks in front of the Barren 
Iflands. Steering now for Cape Brany, we throjided the cliaiinel, keeping clofe as pof- 
fible to ('ape Libillardicre. ' At half-pafl four wc ancliorcd in the great bay, w.th 
twenty-three fathoms water and a muddy bottom, the iiland of Partridges lying eaft of 
our anchorage about a mile diftant. 

Of all the dil’eoveries of modern date made on Diemen’s Land, th it of Dentrecafteaux 
Channel is, indifputably, the mod fmgular and i?nportant. After cfcapiiig the notice 
fuccefiivcly of Jafman, Furneaux, Cook, Marion, Caix, Hunter, and liligli, it was merely 
by an error which might have been fatal n it was found by the French admiral. 

In the general defcripiion 1 have to give in another place of Diemen’s Land, I Avail 
more panicnlarly dwell on ihe channel Denir(‘c:i(leaiix : it will be fufficient here I 
fhould prefent ilie chief events which occurred during our itay, and our operations at 
this fiH)t. 

U he principal objefl of our anchoring at this extremity of Diemen’s Land being to 
renew our dock of water, the commander hadeiied the expediiion of boats to different 
points ill fearch of this indilpenfable article. M. 11. Freycinct, with this view, being 
difpatched to the rivcT Iluon and the port of Swans, was accompanied by M. Lefueur 
and myffdf. 

At nine o’clock wc pafTcd the fmall ifland neared the entrance of the port* ; it is 
covered with* verdure, trees, and fhrubs, which giv(‘ it the Appearance of a beautiful 
plantation. At half-pad nine we readied the port of Swans. Of all the places 1 faw 
in the courlo of our long voyage, this, to me, ai>peared the mod picturcfquc and pleaf- 
ing. d he cxtieinity oi the port prefents a profpect ol feven tiers of mountains riling 
bv gradation one above the other; on the right and left it is furrounded by lofty hills 
which terminate in a number of little promontories that form between them various 
fmall but romantic hai hours. Every where the molt lively vegetation greets the e^jge 
w'ith multiplied productions ; the Ihorcs are bordered by large trees, perpetually green, 
and fo dole together as to prelent foreds alrnoll imjienetruble. Iimumerous flights of 
paroquets, and cockatcnis, of mod beautiful and variegated plumage, flutteivd round 
their fummits, and the lively liimoule, with its collar ot uliramariue, frolicked beneath 
their fliadc. d he water in this port was exceedingly tranquil, and numbers of black 
fwaiis fwam with majcdly on its iiirface. 

While yet abforbed in the j)lealing contemplation of this picture before us, we were 
drawn from our reverie by cries proceeding from the right bank of the port, geared to 
which bank vve were, 'rurning our eyes to that quarter, we didinguilhed two favages 
running along the fhore, each making figns of great furprife and admiration ; one of 
them had a burning torch in his liand made of bark. We hailed tliem by imitating 
their cries, and deered, for the fhore ; but indead of waiung for us, they plunged into 
the fured, and dilajq'jeared. 

Purluing our couri'e we arrived at a fmall inlet, at the bottom eff w hich was a pleafing 
valU'y, proniiflbry of fre ffi water ; this determined M. Freycind: on landing here. We 
had hardly fet loot on fhore before we faw two. natives on the fumfnit cffaii almoft per- 
pendicular hill. On our making friendly figns one of tliein descended with rapidity 
from the top of tlie rock, and v'ns with us in an inffaiit. lie was a young man from 
twenty-two to twenty-four years of age, of a n)bud.coiid:itutTon, and without any defetl 
but that flenclenK is of the legs and arms charaderilHc of his race. His countenance 
poflbiicd nothing audere, or brutal j his eyes were lively and* Iparkling, aud his looks 
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exprefled at once benevolence and furprife. M. Freycinfi: and myfelf embraced him, 
but by the inditFerence ht'fhewed on the occafion, it was evident that he comprehended 
nothing of this token of friendfhip. ' What at firft feemed moft to flrike him was the 
Hvhitcners of our ikin : anxious no d«ubt of afeertainin^ whether tlie whole of our 
body was of this complexion, he unbuttoned the waiftcoats of one afler tlie other, and 
opened our Ihirts ; his aftonifhrnent on verifying the fact w'as fignificd by loud excla- 
mations of furprife, and efpecially by an exceedingly quick motion of the feet. 

Still, our boat feetned to en}.);age his attention even inore than our perfons ; atid after 
employing fome few feconds in cxaminiiig us, he fprang into it. 'I’here, without re- 
garding the failors it contained, he feetned, as it were, abforbed iti contemplation of this 
• new fubjeft of v'onder ; the thicknefs of the ribs and the I'caniling, tlie folidity of its 
ftrufture, its rudder, oars, malts, and fails, all were examined with that iilence and 
deep attention wliich are the moll unequivocal figns of intercll and deliberate admira- 
tion, At this inllaiit one of the gunners, inclined no doubt to add to his amazement, 
prefenteci him a glafs bottle full of arrack. The pcilucitlity of the glals at firil occa- 
fioned an exclamation of furprife from the favage, who took the bottle, and examin d 
it for fome feconds ; but fcon, his curiofity reverting to the long boat, he tlirew the 
bottle into the fca, without apparently other intention than ridding himfelf ol' an in- 
difi’erent objefl ; he then continued his examimuion of the one more intcreiling. 
Neither the cries of the failor, who lamented the lofs of the bottle of arrack, nor the 
preparation of one of his comrades to throw himl'elf into the water to dive for it, ap- 
peared to caufe in’ him tlfc leafl emotion : he repeatedly attempted to pulli the boat ofl’ 
the fhore, but finding his cflbrts vain, ia confequcpce of its being moored to the fhore, 
he left the boat, and rejoined us, after having given the moll linking evidence we met 
with any where among favages of attention and reflecllon. 

On reaching the fuminit of the hill I belorc noticed, M. hVeycinct and inyfelf found 
there the other native : he,vvas a man about fifty years ol age ; liis beard ;ind hair was 
grey; his countenance, like that of the young man, frank and open; through fymp- 
ronis of fear and confufion, by no means of dubious nature, we readily diliinguilhed 
candour and goodnefs of heart. This old man, after examining both of us, w'ith 
furprife and fatisfaffion equal to that exhibited by the other ; arul after verifying like 
him the colour of our Ikin, nmde a fign to two women who Jfood afide to ajiproach ; 
they hefitated a few feconds, after which the cldeft came towards us ; Ihe was followed 
by the youngcfl, more timid and cunfuf d than tlic former : the one appeared about 
forty years old,’ and large wriiikk\s of the belly announced her the mother of fevcral 
children ;• fhe was entirely naked, and like the old man, feemed kind and benevolent. 
The younger woman, ;ibout fix (ir eight-and-twenty, was tolerably llout, and alfo en- 
tirely naked, if a fkin of a kanguroo be excepted formed into a bag, in which fhe car- 
ried a little girl, then at the hii'aft. Her breaff, already fomewhat withered, was yet 
of pretty .regular conformation, and well fupplied with milk. This young woman had 
a countenance intereffing as tlHit of her father and mother ; her eyes polfeiFcd expreflion, 
and fomew'hat fo lively as furprifed us ; fuch fpirit indeed as we obferved afterwards in 
no other woman of this country : fhe feemed moreover extremely fond of her child, 
and the care for it flic exhibited was of that gentle and affedlionate character noticeable 
every where as the peculiar attribute of mothers. 

We loaded this intcrefling family with prefents, but remarked in this, as in a variety 
of c’^er fimilar inftanccs among this people, that whatever wq ofl'ered was received 
with the greatefl indifference. 

In the mean time M. Freydndl, anxious to afeertair. ;as foon as pofTiblc the reality or 
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wrong of his conje&ures refpedlng the exiftence of a rivulet of frefli water in the val- 
ley, fet oiF with feveral men for the purpofe. M. Leftiteur likewife went, on a hunting 
excurfion ; while I remained with the favages, enjplpyed in obferving and deferibing 
their phyfical conilituiion, and in coIle 6 l;ing fome^words of their language. The young 
man noticing tha^ our failors'were dcfirous of kindling afire, bufied himfelf in col- 
lecting branches of trees around us; and, wiih a kind of torch which he had on the 
grouiul, clofe to the Ipot where we were, he made in an inflant a bla^jing fire ; this was 
the more grateful to us from the cold, tlie thermometer not exceeding at that period 
9 "*. At this inllant, the young woman cxprclu-d fingulitr furprifeon feeing one of the 
failors pull till' and put a glove in his pooket ; by her exprellions and geltures we 
learnt, that Ihe coucUuled the gloves to be a living Ikiii v.iiich could be taken off and 
rei'umed at pleafure. Vve laughed hcari.iy at lier error ; but not fo at a trick of the 
old man wliich immediately iuHuwcd ; he had feiacd our bottle of arrack ; and 5 s it 
contain d tl»e chid of our drink, I was obliged to niiike him reffore it; a circutnftancc 
which leemed tt) give him umbrage ; for he loon alter departed with his family, not- 
wiihllanding all my attempts to detain him longer. 

J then del'ceiiiled to tlie fliore ; it was low water, and in lofs than two hours I col- 
lected more thttn forty new Ipecies of mollufcat, Ihell and cruliaceoiis filli, and fifli of 
other. kinds. (J1 thele 1 fliall diicribc leveral in the zi)oIogical part of the defeription 
of Diemen’s Land, which, by their fizc, colour, (economical life, or importance with 
naturalills, deferve particular attention. * 

On returning to the fput wiiere the long boat was moored, I Jearnt that M, Freyciiidt 
had not been abk‘ to meet witli Irefh w'ater, although he had hail a long and fatiguing 
excurfion up the valley. M. I.el'ueur had oti Ins tiiilereiu expedition been more for- 
tunate ; lie brought baek with him twelve fpecies of birds, three of which of the parrot 
kind, tuiil the ju\uy liimoufe with a blue head and neck. The failors in our abfence 
had |)rej.varevl our frug.d meal : this w'e Ipeedily liniilied, aitd immediately let off for 
anothe! part of tile eoaii, where we hoped to meet witli In'Ih waiter. We loon came 
to an abedi' of tlie native ;, it th.it term can be applied to fnnple fcrcciis again,!: liie wind 
formed of tile hark of trees, .difp.ofed in a femicircle, and leaning againii a fevV dry 
branches : a linitcr to imgile was evidently of no utility but as a protection againft 
the wind ; and, accordingly, I remarked that the co;;ve.x tide wasuppoh d to die.S. W., 
from wliieii epiarter on tiiis eeatl it blows moll coiiilantly, with keeiiell ih.irpinfs, and 
the greateil vi'- Ieiice. In front ot this wu'etclied lijoii,').) were the veltigge.s oi ;i recently 
exting uilliecl lire ; and hug;-,' h; apsiif oyfter-fliellr, and lliells ot the h.i gigaiitia were 
vilible at a ihort dill.uice, exha.li.ug, owing to the remains of (lie animals eonuiitud within 
them, a moll naufcoiis, ptilrid Imeil. Oti the margin of the bay w ere two pirogne.s, each 
formed oi three rttli.s oi Inirk, coarfely joined together by tilings of fimilar fubllance. 

I'hel'e Icreeiis, ti.i.i reeeu'.ly exiinguii'h.d fire, thele ihells, and pirogues, admitted 
not a tloubt wiiii us, (!:;it ilie iannly we recently had had tui interview with dwelt on 
this part oflhecoait. *ln iaci, the l.ime individual ; ere'-^l.iug were lev-n advancing to- 
wards us by the fiiore. A . lomi as they jierccived us they uttered* loud and joyful ex- 
clamaiions, and encreafed iiieir fpeed to join us. Tiieir number was enercafed by the 
addition of a young girl, Iroin lixtcen to feveiftecii years of age, a 'boy »f four or five, 
and a little girl oftlireeor lour. This Jamily was therefore eompoled of nine |f?;rfons, 
the two cldelt of wliieh appeared to us to be the fatht r and moilier : the young man 
and his wifi', who feenn d to us at the lame time ^^rother and filter, the young girl 
their filter, and the four infants their children. 

* 4''' 5 ’ of Fahrenheit. 
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This family was then on its return from fifliing : their fuccefs whad doiibtlefs been 
great, for almoft every one was loaded with Ihcll-fifh, chiefly of the large fpecies of 
haliotis pgiculiar to this coaft. The»oldman, taking M. Freycind by the hand, made 
,Tign to us to follow him, and led us ^o the wretched cabin wc had juft quitted. In an 
inltant the fire was kindled, and after repeating to us fevfral times, medi (fit down, 
fit down), which we did, the favages fquatted on their heels, and each prepared to enjoy 
the fruit of their, fifhery. The cooking was neither tedious nor difficut : thele large 
fhells were placed on the fire, and the fifli thus roaftcd in its cell, of which we tafted, 
feemed to ifs very tender and juicy.* 

While our good people were thus taking their fimple meal, we felt inclined to treat 
them with mufic, lefs certainly in view of diverting them . than to notice the eftctl; of 
our finging on their mind and organs. In this view wc felcdted that hymn fo unhappily 
proftituted during the revolution, but fo full of warmth and enthufiafm, and fo well 
adapted for its objeef. At firft the favages feemed more confufed than furprized, but 
after an infiant ' of fufpenfe they lillened attentively : their meal was forgot, and their 
fatisfadion was manifefted by contorfions and gcllures, fo whimfical, that it was bur- 
thenfome to us to refrain from laughing. For their part it was equally difticult for them 
to ftille during the fong the enthufiafm with which it aifeded them ; but fcarcely w';us 
the firft ftrophe ended before exclamations of rapture were uttered by every ono ; the 
young man efpecially was almoft phrenzied ; he tore his hair, fcratchcd his head with 
both* hands, agitated himfelf in a hundred different ways, and repeatedly iterated his 
approving clamour. After this vigorous and warlike fong, we gave fome light and 
tender airs : the favages appeared to conceive their meaning ; but it was eafy for us to 
perceive that mufic of this defeription afteds their organs but in a ftight degree. 

The meal, interrupted by our finging, being at length concluded, fucceeded a far 
more intcrefting fcenc. The young girl which I have noticed made herfelf more and 
more confpicuous every inftant, by the foftnefs of her looks, and their affedlionatc and 
lively exprellion. Oura'Oura, like her parents, was wholly naked, yet void of ftiame 
""on this account ; and of a conftitution weaker than that of her brother and lifter, flie 
was far more full of life and more impallioned. M. Freycind, who was fcated by her 
fide, appeared to be moft the objed of her attention and fmiles, and the loaft experienced 
eye might, in the looks of this innocent pupil of nature, diftinguifti that delicate fliade 
which gives to fimple playfulnefs a more ferious and thoughtful charader. Coquetry 
even was called to the aid of natural attradfion, and Oura Oura firft taught us what w'as 
the paint of thefe regions, and its mode of application. Sjie took fome charcoal into 
her hands, and cruftied it in fuch manner as to reduce it to a very fine powder ; holding 
this in the left hand, flie with the right rubbed it over her forehead and boih cheeks, 
and in an inftant was frightfully black : w'hat, to us efpecially, feemed highly lingular, 
was the complacency with which, after this operation, (he feemed to regard us, and 
the confidence this new ornament had imprelfed on her phyfiognomy. May we not 
hence conclude that an incljjjation for coquetry, a tafte for ornament, are every where 
appendages of the ftynalb heart ? 

While thefe things were palling the little children imitated the grimaces and geftures 
of their parents, and nothing could be more curious than to fee thefe little negroes 
beat the ground quickly with their feet for joy on hearing us fing: they gradually be- 
came familiarized, and, at the clofe of the interview, were as free as if they had known 
us for a length of time ; every^ little prcfent'we made them created delight, and en- 
•" Citafed their partia|i|y towards us: generally fpeakilig, they feemed lively, arch, and 
rickfomis. It is inteK;/fing,to find at the extremity of the globe, and in this ftate of 

' focial 



VOYAGE fOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 


841 

focial organization fo rudely outlined, the felf-fame engaging and amiable charader, 
which with us diftinguiflies the firft ftage of life. We have already indicated the re* 
femblance common to the women of thefe region vith thofe of our own ilimes : in 
other women here the fame again will be foimdj and if, to thefe examples, be fuper- 
added the obferva^ions of the moll; efteemed travellers, the important confcquence may 
be deduced that the charafter of women and of children is far more independent than 
that of man on the influence of climate, of the pcrfe£lion of fociahorder, and of the 
empire of phyfical wants than that of man. 

'i he furniture and utcnlils of the fanuly were Ss fimhle as fmall in num'ber : a leaf 
of the fucus palmatus folded, and faftened together at the two extremities with a piece 
of wood, ferved for a vclfel to drink from ; a chip of granite, as a knife to ftrip the 
trees of bark with or fiiarpcn their fpcars , and a fpattila of wood as an inllrument for 
feparating the fhcll-ftfli from the rock : Oura Oura alone had a bag of rufltes, of an 
elegant and fingular manufafturc, which 1 was very anxious to obtain. As this young 
girl regarded me alfo with a very favouring eye, I ventured [to beg it of her ; im- 
mediately, and without hefitation, Ihc gave it me, accompanyingjhe prefent with an 
obliging linilo, and an aii'edionate I'pecch, which I much regrettea I could notundcr- 
ftand. In return I prclentcd her with a handkerchief and an axe ; the ufe of this I 
fheweil to her brother, and it proved a fource of aftonilhment and admiration to the 
whole family. ' > 

In thc> mean time night drew on, and we felt difpofed to repair to the boat, to pro- 
ceed higher wp the port, whore wo meant to pafs the night, ^oon as our new friends 
perceived our intention, they all rofe to accompany us ; but, after fome obfervations 
on the part of the old man, the old mother, and the young married woman, with all 
the children except the oldeft, remained at the hut. M. Freycinft gave his arm to 
Oura Oura ; the old man was my mate ; M. Lefueur was accompanied by the young 
man ; and M. J3rue led the child. Our road lay amidft briars and underwood, and 
our poor favages, being wholly naked, fuft'ered greatly : fhc young Oura Oura, 
particular, was I’adly’fcratrhed ; but, heedlefs of this, fhe boldly made her way through 
the thicket, chattering with»M. Freycinft, and angered at her inability to make herfelf 
underftood ; at the fame time accompanying her difeourfe with fporlive wiles, and 
fmilcs, lb gracious and expreffive, that the moft finiflied coquetry could not have ren- 
dered them more fo. 

On approaching the fjwt where we landed, we heard the report of feveral fowling- 
pieces which occafioned ;t terrible' fright to our kind companions ; Oura Oura efpe-e; 
cially, was dreadfully alarmed, and her fears were with difficulty removed oy M. 
Freycinft. He had Icarcely fucceeded, before her trepidation was redoubled by the 
fudden appearance of feveral of our companions from the Naturalifte, whom we w'ere 
far from expeding to meet. Mefl’rs. L. Frcycind, Faure, Breton, and Bailly, who had,, 
juft before been to reconnoitre the port of La Recherche had thence proceeded to that 
of Swans, in their purfuit of loft water, but, like us, thay Ijad tnet with none. We 
made our friends acquainted with the kind reception we had experienced from the 
natives, and in confcquence they loaded them witlTjsrefents ; but of thefe none fo much 
plcafcd them as a red plume of feathers, wHich M. Breton preffinted. to the young 
Oura Oura : (he leaped for joy; called her father and brothers? made loud excla- 
mations ; laughed ; in (hort, feemed phrenzied with delight. 

At length ue reached the fea-fide* and embarked in oftr two boats. Our kind 
Diemenefe left us not’ for an inlfant ; and when we puftied off from Ihpre, their Ioitovv 
was manifefted in the molt affedting manner : they invited usy by fiens, to vifit them 
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again j and, as if to indicate the fpot, lighted a great fire on the little hill I have before 
, noticed : they, moft probably, even paffed the night there, for we perceived the fire 
0ill bumiag at the dawn of day. t 

Thus ended our firft interview with the inhabitants of Diemen’s Land. The whole 
of what I have related is minutely exa£t; and affurcdly-it were dif^cult to refill the 
loft emotion which fimilar incidents infpire. I’he flattering confidence repofed in us 
by the inhabitants, the continual kind teftirtionials of benevolence they lavilhed on us, 
the fincerity of their demeanor, the franknefs of their manners, their affoding and 
ingenuous carefles, all concurred to excite in us the moft tender intereft. The clofe 
union of the different individuals of the fame family, the fort of patriarchal life we 
had juft witneffed, made a ftrong impreffion on our minds ; I faw with pleal'ure not to 
be expreflfed, now realized before me, thofe brilliant deferiptions ol happinefs, and the 
fimplicity of nature, of which in youth I had fo often read with even new delight. 
Far was I, at that period, from imagining the extent of the privations and wretched- 
nefs neccffarily incident on fuch a ftate. 

We fteered on, leaving thefe natives for the bottom of the port, and paffed the niglit 
in a fmall cove, where we hoped to find frefli water: but our ho])cs were again 
deceived ; and the next day we renewed our courle by day-break, making towards the 
laft creeks of the port. We Ihortly diftinguilhed immenfe flocks of black fwans, 
fwimming with equal grace and rapidity on the tranquil waves. As the motion of our 
boat feemed to frighten them, we landed fome marklmen, and 1 niyftlf went on ihorc 
for the interior. •' < 

I'he fpedacle is extraordinary prefented by thefe deep forefts, ancient daughters of 
nature and time, in which the llroke of the axe was never heard, in which vegetation, 
daily more enriched from its own productions, advances without impediment, unfolds 
itfeif at will ; and when, at the extremity of the globe, forefts of this deferiptjon prefent 
themfelves, exclufively formed of trees unknown in Europe, of vegetables fingular in 
their organization and various produce, the intereft they excite becomes more lively 
and impreflive. There perpetually reign a myfterious and Iblerfin lhade, a conftant 
cool and penetrative moifture ; there crumble into dull tb<; iniglity trees from which 
fo many Ihoots uprear their fturdy ftems ; their old trunks, now rotted by age and 
humidity, arc covered with mofs and parafitic lichens : internally they form a flieltcr 
for cold reptiles and unnumbered infefts ; they obltruct every avenue of the forefts ; 
crofs each other in all directions ; in every part, like fo many barriers, oppofe the 
progrefs, and multiply the perils of the traveller. Frequent,ly do they fink under the 
weight of the body, and involve the adventurer in their ruins, and ftill more frequently 
does their moift and putrid bark flip from beneath his feet : occafionally they are found 
piled in heaps on each other, and forming natural banks from twenty-five to thirty 
leet in height ; in other parts again fallen acrofs ravines, they prefent fo many bridges 
over rufliing torrents, bridges ever to be ufed with caution. 

'To this piclure of ravagej*Md difordcr, to thefe feenes of Heath and deftruQion, 
nature feems tp delight in prefenting for contrail whatever her creative power can 
Ihew of impofing. In every direflion the furface is covered with beautiful inimofae, 
fuperb metrofifferosj and correas, till of ‘late unknown in our country, but which now 
form the pride of oftr Ihrubberies. From the Ihores of the ocean to the fummit of the 
higheft mountains of the interior, we pfirceive mighty eucalypti, thofe giants of the 
fouthem forefts, many of Vhich are 1 60 to 1 80 feet (French) high, by a circumference 
of from 25 to 30, and even 36 feet. Bankfiae of Various fpecies, proteae, enibo- 
thria, and leptofpermes, 'difpky tbemfelvcs in a beautiful border, ikirtmg the foreft. 

9 * Ja 



VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 843 

In Other parts are feen the cafuarina, fo remarkable for its foliage, fo valuable on 
account of the folidity and beautiful veins of its wood ; the elegant exocarpos, fpread- 
ing its neglefted branches in a hundred different yyays, like the cyprefe ; the jeanthorea, 
whofe folitary flem rifes 12 or 15 feet from its fcaJy and ftunted trunk, a trunk which 
exudes in abundance an odoibus refin ; the cycas, the nuts of which, enveloped in a 
fcarlct hufk, arc fo treacherous and mortal ; charming groves of melaleuca, thefiuni, 
conchyum, and evoda, all equally interefting, either on account of tljeir graceful pprt, 
the beauteous verdure of their f oliage, or the fingularity of their corolla; and fruit. Di 
midfl; of fo many unknown ohjeds, tite mind is aftonifhtd, and can but admire that 
inconceivable fecundity of nature which furnifhes fo many diftinft produdions in the 
dilFcrent climes of the world, produftions conftantly fo rich and beautiful. . 

On returning to the fltorc, I found 01. r fportfrnen had had no fuccefs, the fwans 
continually keeping without mufqiiet-fhot. Embarking, therefore, wc followed them 
to the boiioin of the port, whore we killed two. After this, we landed again to dine, 
and relume our fearcli for frefh water. While in this view, M, Freycincl, and feveral 
of our companions, proceeded along the neighbouring lliore, I refolved on traverfing 
fome widt? marfhes, which in this part border the port of Swans. ^ expedfed, nor was 
I deceived, to find numerous Interelling objedts ; but in the purfuit of them I was 
nearly buried in tlie mud. Having, at length, reached the oppofite fide, I made for 
the place where our boat was moored acrofs a valley, between the mountains, which 
feemed to me likely to contain fome rivulet. My conjecture was verified, and 1 had 
the fatisfadlion of being the firlt difeoverer of a charming little river which contained 
a great number of trOut of a new fpecics, and which, running from N. N. W. to 
S. S. E. feemed to defeend from the foot of the mountains, and terminate in the 
marfhes, without any vifible outlet to the fea. Its courfe was narrow, and its depth at 
this time did not exceed three feet ; but the water was frefh and clear. After afeending 
for fome time the banks of the river, 1 returned to the boat, where our party were 
already returned, without having found any frefh water. * I imparted to them my 
difeovery, and every one was immediately folicitous of verifying my relation. While 
they proceeded to the fpot bdefignated, I ate fome mufcles, cooked by our failors in 
fea-water, and found them excellent : all the contiguous rocks were covered with 
them, and here I had the good fortune of difeovering a new fpecies of pinnothere. 
The fpccies of mufcles alfo of which I partook was likewife unknown to our natu* 
ralifts, as indeed were almoft all the zoological produftions of thefe Ihores, 

My companions, on their return, informed me, that having advanced fome diftance 
into the interior to trace the fource of the little river, they had feen feveraji huts of 
the inhabitants, which refcmbled thofc we had before noticed j and thai it appeared to 
them, if not impoflible, yet a very difficult nUitter to water the Ihip from this river, as, 
previoully, a firm road mufl be made acrofs the marlh, to roll the calks over. Of the 
trout fome were brought back fhot by M. Lefueur. Still, notwithllanding the incon< 
venience of the marfh, which renders the river inacceffiblT, its exiftence is an intereft- 
ing advantage for the port of Swans, which at fome future period»mufl infure its being 
made the fite of an European eftablifhraent ; for the river in queftion will fumilh a 
fupply of water to a colony at every feafon of the year. As a confe<5,uence, a road 
over the marfh will then be effciEled, and veffels may meet with plenty of water. The 
river we termed Fleurieu, in honour of the celebrated hydrographer of that name, the 
chief planner of our voyage, as laid d6wn in chapter ift. * , 

It was four o’clock when we dn moored to regain our Ihips ; at this inftant the** poS* 
of Swans prefented kfclf with additional charms : the fer«nuy4of the Iky, the laf); rays 
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of tl^ fun rcflcSed from its waves, the foreft’s fhade, the brown verdure of its foliage, 
the impoling afped. of the mountains of the interior, the laft rifing tiers of which were 
diftinguifhed above the clouds ; the numerous little creeks and inlets diftributed in two 
parallel rows ; flocks of elegant bla^k fwans majeftically ftemming the flood, fliining 
paroquets, graceful titmoufes, and various kinds of fpari^ivvs finging its requiem to the 
falling orb of day, all contributed to encrcafe the natural charms or this lovely fpot : 
the looks of every one were direde^ towards the bottom of the port, and every one 
feemed to taove with regret from the enchanting fcenc before them. 

On our feturn, I learnt thit the'fmall boat of the Gcograplie having gone to fifir 
at Bruny illanJ, the natives prefented themfelves in great numbers ; that, loaded with 
prefents, they remained about them mofl; of the day ; that one of our midfliipmen, 
defirous of afeertaining by atfual experience the fo much boaltcd llrcngth of fa\ages, 
propoled a wreftliiig match with one of them, who appeared the nioft robuft, in which 
match the Diemenefe was repeatedly thrown ; that from this inllam to that of our 
departure, an interval of fcveral hours, the grcatefl cordiality continued apparently to 
fubli/l ; that le aded anew with prefents, and ftill without any fufpicion being enter- 
tained on the part of our friends of any ill defigu, when, on the very point of 
embarking, a long fpear, darted from behind a roek, penetrated above the fhoulder- 
blade of AI. Maurouard, the midfliipman who had overcome the native iti vvrellling, 
and with fuch force as to have pierced through the flelh of the flioulJer and the neck. 
The boat’s crew, indignant at I'uch cowardly and brutal perfidy, were difpofed to pur- 
fue the favages, in order to take revenge j but in an inllant they difaj-ijieared among 
the rocks and thickets. 

Our fruitlefs fcarch after water convinced us that the fources at this feafon of the 
year were dried up in this part ; it therefore became requifile to try elfewhere. The 
1 7th, wc proceeded with this purpofe farther down the channel, but a caloi, when we 
had doubled Cape Ventenat, obliged us to anchor in nine fathoms, with a muddy bot- 
,tom. I immediately landed with MefTrs. Freycineb and Montbaazin. 

At the part where we landed, this large ifland is but of little fertility : the trees arc fo 
wide afunder as to admit the range of the eye over a fpicce of two or three hundred 
paces ; the depth of foil, which is light and flmdy, is inconfiderable ; it impofes on 
granite, of which I obtained feveral beautiful fpccimens. Of zoological productions, 
the fruit of our fcarch was, divers fpecics of coleopteres, among which two new genera ; 
fome handfomc lizards, refcmbling fcinci, but differing cfl'entialiy from them in the 
elegance of their form, and in their proportions ; many beautiful concha;, terreftrial as 
well as marine ; but efpecially a quadruped, with pahnated feet, of the order of uibblers, 
(Rougeurs,) the defeription of which will appear in the zoological part of the work. 

Shortly after our return, the commaiRler himfclf arrived from a flight cxcurfion on 
the main, in which he had been, accompanied by Captain Hamelin, Meflrs. Lefchenaulr, 
and Petit. Thefe gentlemen had again met with the natives, and the interview termi- 
Dated in a violent aggrcffioft»on their part. In faCt, M. Petit,* having taken the like- 
neffes of feveral of riiel'eTavages, was on the point of returning to the vcffel, when one 
of the natives Tprang on him to feize his drawings : M. Petit rcfifting this violence, 
the enraged ftvage caught up a branch'of a tree, and was on the point of knocking 
down our weak companion, when he was prevented by the interpofition of thofe who 
ran to his affiftance. Still, far from fbeking revenge, the aggrefl'or was courted by 
addi tional prefents, under expectation of pacify'ing his anger ; but no fooner did thele 
Irdocious men perceive the party about to embark, than they entered the woodsj and in 
an inAant afterwards faluted them with a Ihower of ftones, one of which ftruck our 
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commander on the back. • In vain, even after this, did the favages expofe them- 
felves on (hore to the fire of our people, brandifliing their fpears, and making threat, 
ening dernonftralions ; not a fingic (hot was diretlt^ againft them. “ Thefe ISift hotli. 
lities,” fays M. I.efclienault, took place on thc^part of the inhabitants, without^heir 
having had the fi^ightefi: provocation j on the cbntrary, they had been loaded with 
kindnefs and prtlcnts. 1 confcis, I am furprized, after fo many examples of treachery 
and cruelty repeated in all vc'yages of difcovery, *to hear perfons of ,lenfe (fill affinn 
that nun in a natural date is nt't of a bad difpofition, but worthy of confidence ; and 
that he would never be an aggrc llor, were he not e.^cited'by a deiire of venj^eance, &c. 
Unfortunately, many travellers have been the viffitns of thefe vain fophifms. For my 
part, I am of opinion, from all we ftiw, that man cannot be too greatly miftrufted when 
civilization has not yet fufticiently foftoned ids characHer ; and that much caution is 
necefi'ary in landing in countries inhabited by men in fitch a (fate. 'I'he day after the 
attack I have defcrihetl, (laptain Ilamclin, in his fmall boat, went to furvey the fltore, 
and approached lor this purpol'e near enough to fee whatever might be pafiing. It 
feems, the adventure of the day before had oecafioned the favages fome apprehenfion, 
or that they defigned to allail us in cafe of our landing ; for the captain law' thirty-fix 
men marching along the beach in parties of five or fix, one of whom in each groupe 
carried a bundle of fpears ; and at the head of tliis little army was a man with a fire- 
brand in his hand, who fet lire to the bufhes which malked the ground, a precaution 
probably thought neccllary by them, both lor their diltinguillung us at a d>flancc,*aiid 
to deprive us uf the means of concealing ourfelvcs, and taking ihem by furprize. 

The 19th, at fix in the morning, we again ^made fail for the north-well port, in 
which wc pvirpefed anchoring, and paffed in fucceffion Satellite illand. Rich Point, 
the bay of the Iftlimus, Cape Legraud, and Gicquet Point, reaching the port by fix 
in the evening. 'I'his little excurfion between the two lliores of the channel poflefled 
fomewhat plcafmg and pichirel'quc. “ On whatever fide,” fays, with truth, M. Labil- 
lardiere, “ on wliatever fide wc call the eye, it difeovered fpt^ious inlets, in which the ^ 
tempell-bcatcn navigator may feck a certain flicker. With allonifliment did wc view' 
thefe iimiienfc havens, which «oul J with cafe contain the navies of all the maritime pow- 
ers.” On the other hand, the peaceful waves enclofed between two fliores, the 
mountains capped with (now, the hills and valleys every where fmilingwith the molt 
aflive vegetation, legions of birds, w hofe notes were dillintlly heard on board the 
lhij)S ; naked favages, whofe fwarthy hordes w'erc readily dillinguillied as 'hey paced 
the whitiih Itrand, all formpd a highly romantic picture : but what the molt a^toni^hed^ 
us was the multiplicity of fires we law’. In every part rofe columns of llapie and 
fmoak ; the whole of the back of the mountains which form the extremity of North- 
Well Port, for a fjvace of fcvcral leagues, wa® on fire. Thus perilh thefe ancient and 
venerable forclts, refpetled by the feythe of Time for fo many centuries, that they 
might in more perfc6t Hate be delivered to the deftruftive inftintt of their^ ferocious 
inhabitants. ' . . ^ 

I’he 20th at day-break, I embarked in a boat going to fifll’on Bruny Ifland : from 
this excurfion I brought back more than twenty new fpecies of lilh ; among which two 
lophies, two ollracions, one uranolcope, a totta, a ray, two feienae?. the antarctic 
chimaera, a fecond fpecies of the fame genus, very remarkable on»account of a club- 
fhaped bone on the fummit of its head, and a fyngnathc, adorned with fevcral mem- 
branes floating freely like fo many flags. 1 likewife,collcfted twelve or fifteen fpecies 
of new and very curious conchae, among which a trigonia antarctica, N. ; a fpeci^ 
which hitherto was not fuppofed to have exiilence,,and of which in our climates are 
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extenfive banks, in a petrified ftate ; the fuperb venns, with tranfverfal ribs, 
cxtran^ Ihin, friable, *and light ; various phafianelli, of exquifite beauty j an ele- 
mAus ; feveral turbots, one* of which defcribed by me under the name of 
euftoiniris, *rej|efls the moll lively apd fplendid colours of the prifm ; feveral fpecies 
of patillse, filfifirellas, ofcabrions, ifej;'. &c. At fight of^this numercjus and magnificent 
ccftleSion, my unlortunate colleagup Maugc, was unable to retain his teai^. Not- 
withftanding his<;xhaufted and confumptive ftate, he relblved next day to go on Ihore 
himfelf to'l’eek new fpecitnens j but alas ! he liftened but to his zeal and courage, his 
dying frai^'e was unequal to tfie effifrt. Scarcely bad he reached the llrand before he 
fainted, and was irapiediately carried back on board in fuch a ftat^of debility that 
his life was for a while defpaired of. This was the laft inftance of his zeal : he went 
no more on fliore but to the grave. 

M. Beautems Beauprd, chief author of the geographical charts of Admiral Den- 
trecafteaux, cannot be too highly praifed, for the exadnel's with which the channels, 
the bays, and the numerous ports which it contains, are laid down. Unfortunately, 
the fame eulogy is not due to the defeription of the Ihures of Diemen’s Land, north- 
eaft of the channel, which were but fuperficially examined by the boats of the French 
admiral. As his work on this part leaves much room for amendment, we lhall, iu 
this and the fucceeding chapter, complete its geographical defeription. 

It has been feen that our inftrudions from the government were to afeend the dif- 
ferent rivers of importance as high as poflible ; in this part of the fouthern lands, the 
only^ one deferving of' particular attention, was the North river, the examination of 
which was intruded to M. H. Freycipft ; 1 was alfo permitted to be of the party, and 
we fet oft* at three in the morning of the 24th January. Owing to calms, currents, 
and contrary winds, we were forced to pulh ourfelves along the weftern fide of the 
river, and take advantage of the ftielter afforded by the land. At eight we call anchor, 
finding ourfelves unable to ftem a ftrong current which ran towards the fouth : we at 
this time perceived on* the water vaft flocks of pelicans, boobies, cormorants, and 
divers. The lofi^y Table Mountain was covered with a mill, which refolved into a very 
thick and cold dew. At this fpot the forefts are much* lefs deep than in the interior 
part of the channel ; they appear as if ravaged by fire. 

After pafling the Table Mountsun, which feems to be covered only by ftunted trees, 
and the abrupt flanks of which, furrowed by numerous torrents, refeinble a rampart 
of «bafalt, we continued to afeend the river. By noon we had attained the point op- 
pofite to the large hill, where the boats of Dentrccafteaux difeontinued their advance. 
This hill feems to be formed of horizontal ftrata in its upper part ; but its bafe appears 
of primi|ive origin. Beyond this great hill the river does indeed run deep inland, but 
inftead of turning fuddenly to the weft, as defcribed on the French map, its couife is 
towards the north. 


On doubling the point formed by the large hill, we peregived fuch a« prodigious 
•number of black fwans that they nearly covered the river j we killed a dozen of them, 
and continue^J our^courfe until we grounded on a mud-bank, which, fpite of all our 
efforts, we were unable to pafs. The next day, M. Freycinft, witlr fome men well 
armed, and.lhith Ihe requifite inftruments, proceeded to furvey and'*fketch the courfe 
of the river by lalid. I accompanied him till, induced by a wilh of examining with 
more minutenefs the interior of the country, I feparated. It was not long ere I reached 
^gjfery deep ravine, tfie direftien of which ft)rmed a right angle with that of the 
*rivqr ; the right fide of it was very fteep, and occafioned me much difficulty^ af- 
£ending it. Imm^iately contiguous to tll^ natural rampart, were twdve or tourteeh 
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fcreens of bark, fuch as we had feen before j a number of firs were ftill biS'^, 

fore them, and I could have no doubt of their having been a^ndoned by fte nt^es, 
on hearing the report of the fowling-pieces occafpnally fired by pur comilll|^*^ IR' 
front of thefe huts were many bones of kangaroos and birds, and fome fiafedlondki' lidt 
and greafy, on which they apj^eared to me to hayt broiled their meit. I collef^ „ 
moreover a few hitchets and knives ufed by the i^tives, made of l^lihters of gran^t 
of a very fine grain, and exceedingly hard. ‘ 

While yet occupied in my examination of t|je vicinage of thefe huts, I heard of a 
fudden forae lharp cries from the bottom of a neighbouring vallgy. I was*alone,. and 
without arms, Upd confequently haftened my fteps from the fpot, takifig a courfe 
parallel to that of the river. I foon came to a large mountain, which I afceQded, and 
from the fummit of which I diftinguilhei! the courfe of the North river, till loft in a ; 
high chain of mountains towards the north-weft. Beyond this firft tier of mountains, 
very lofty fummits were vifible, fome of which feemed to mq, ftill covered with ice and 
fnow ; they were at lead remarkably white, and my conjecture rerpe^Jiihg the caufe of 
this whitenefs is founded on the obfervations made during the voyage of Dentrecas- 
teaux, from which it refults that feveral of the high mountains of Diemen's Land 
are covered with fnow on the hotteft days of fummer. 

After enjoying for a time the pleafing feene before me, I defeended to thq^ght 
bank of the river, ahd at half-paft four reached the fpot where oiM* boat was left by 
M. Freycinft in cuftody of M. Brue, a midlhipman, and fome of the failors. * 

At half-paft feven, M. Freycin£t and his companions returned : after having pe- 
netrated four leagues into the interior, he found himfelf obliged, on account of the 
thickets and marfhes, to afeend a neighbouring mountain : “ Hence,” faid he, ** I 
perfectly traced the courfe of the river as it defeended from the mountains ; its general 
diredion, to the point where it entered between defiles, was fouth-eaft-by-fouth, and 
north-weft-by-north. Throughout the courfe of the river, the faltncfs of the ilvarer 
diminil'hcd, it is true, but in lb gradual a degree, that it w'&s only at the foot of the 
hill, where my furvey ternunated, it began to be fit to drink.” 

The 25th, at day-break, .we endeavoured again to pafs the mud-bank : we knew 
that it occupied a breadth no greater than two or three hundred paces, and that on 
the other iide was fufiicient depth of water to float our boat confidcrably beyond. 
Aflifted by the tide and a ftrong breeze, we had fome hopes of overcoming this ob- 
flaclc j but, after feven hours of cxceffive fatigue, we were obliged to rcnounc^fur- 
ther attempts, and make ,for the fliip, carrying with us the mouiiiful certainty that 
this river is ufelefs to navigation in every refped, whether as a means of intpreourfe 
with the interior, or to furnifh frefli water to ftiipping. 

After fpending fome time in vain endeavours to enter into communication* with the 
inhabitants, who conftantly fled at our approach ; and after being fpeftators of the 
horrid feene of woods deftroyed by fire in our courfe over thefe ridges of mountains, 
we returned to our boat' , ^ ^ 

In our excurfion we entered on a beautiful valley, which sKcommitant circum- 
ftances rendered truly enchanting. It was early in the morning,' the furi' flione un- 
clouded, the air^was cool and healthy ; the landlkip ftill fmoked with ^e vapours of 
morn ; thoufands of trees of the family of myrtles, then in flowerj embalmed the air 
wijih their grateful emanations, while large flocks of birds frolicked amid thdr ever ver- 
dant leaves. Among the birds, were the white cockiatoo, with a yellow creft, in fize 
twice as , large as that of the Moluccas; the great black cockatoo, the under pifft^ 
the wl of which is elegan,tly ornamented with traafverfal*bands of a beautiful aurora 
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f inilliant legions at fouthern paroquets, which, notwithftanding the cold tem< 
of Aefe climates,, vie in fplaidour with the moft gorgeous fpecies of equatorial 
r^ic^l'^he X^thogaflre cuckoo ; the ^cllow-nocked black>bird ; the red black- 
bird; «he hjfidfome tangara, of a lilac colour ; the yellow-winged wood-pecker; the 
red-rilinped bull^nch ; the charmiifgoluc-necked titmoufe; with others which I have 
be^e noticed. * * ■ . 

Qn reaching the boSt embarkeUtctb proceed to the weft of the river, wh* re W'e 
hoped to find feme of the natives, but ^ain our efforts were vain. Landing eSIft of 
the 'liable Mountain front a ftnall iRlet, we were fpedffators of a fimilar deftruftion of 
the woods, ’'a like ravage'Uf fire we had feen die day before. On thi^xcurfion I ob- 
tained but a few fpcciificns of jafper, granite, and of another rock, which my fruni 
i^Depuch efteemed to be porphyry ; 1 alfo colltfled a variety of lichens, of extreme 
beauty, of fungi, and moffes, genera of plants of whicli, from the firft inffant of our 
arrival in the canal, I had begun an jntcrefting collection, and which from that time 
I continued throughout the voyage. 

my return to the fea-fliore, I followed the outline of a fmall inlet, the ftones of 
the Ihore of which were all of bafalt, mixed with volcanic fcorim. 'I'lie exiftence of 
productions of this kind In a country cffcntially of primitive origin, receives new intereft 
f^rotn>l|ie peirifaCtioiis of Ihells which I collected the day before at a height of fix or 
feven hundred feet.above the level of the fea, on one of the mountains of which T have 
fpoken. Thus we fee that, pven at this extremity of the ealtern world, the terreftrial 
globe has undergone its ’•evolutions, and endured its great caialtrophcs ; here, as every 
where clfe, it has been ravaged by the fire of volcanoes and buried beneath the waves. 

On quitting our fourth anchorage, Al. FreycinCt had concerted with me the projeCt 
6f landing again on other points of thecoaft ; but the wind, which blew from the N. 
E. having fuddenly increafed, and the fky promifing a ftorm, we fteered for the 
north-weft port, where we rejoined our veffel at feven in the evening. 

I then learnt from my laborious friend Lefueur, that his collection had been aug- 
mented. by a great number of interefting fifti, and that in latter excurfions he had added 
ten new fpccies of birds tothofe we pofleffed bef ore. 

The fite of the canal Dcntrecafteaux, at the extremity of the globe ; the multiplicity 
of its magnificent ports, li-avens, and charming bays ; the variety of its fhorcs and 
bottom ; muft ever render it extremely abundant in fifh : wliere, indeed, but here, 
can ihofe timid legions of various deferiptions fpread through the volume of the great 
SouOiern Ocean, feck refuge, when the violent ftorms fo frequent in thefe feas convulfe 
the waters of every deep abyfs ? and, when the cncroachiiig froft advances farther tor 
wards the line, even to the 50th degree, the ilioals which leek thefe warmer fhorcs 
muft of rifeceflity be prodigious. ' 

At this fevere feafon of the year, all the animals of the fca precipitately fleer towards 
the north, feeking in a tnOre genial clime that afylum and nourifhment denied in their 
ijtozen home. The chaiulejjs filled with their multitudes, which afeend thence to Port 
Jackfon ; advance ftill nearer towards the equator, and offer their annual trijjute to the 
iebtyophage v#borigines of the eaftern fhores of New Holland, as to us do the bpreal 
legions 'of analogous tribes in Europe. . Then it is that nuro^rojus flioak of the fanrily of 
phocas invade’ the iftands of Bafs’s Straits, and the majority, off the eaftern and 
weilern fhores of New Holland ; then, the cetaceous genqm Touth^likewife make 
their northern migration ; the ocean at times is covered ,witn^eir prodigious legits, 
TiNEfrery where," fays the captain of the Englifh Ihip, the Bntannia, in the nj^fflbn of 
^ myage from the foutbijcape of Diemen’s Land to t*ort JadiJbn, iu 1791* 

■‘’■''"'where 
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where the fea is full of whales ; even to the verge pf the horlhon, thefe 
each driving forward, as it were, the ofle before it.’* ^ % 

The twenty days which elapfed between my return fromxtlte Nortll river 
parture of the two velTels, were moft of them rendered of ufe by otaarfi^a or 

fhorter to different points of Diemen’s Limd and the ifland Brunyf O9 thflb occoi^oiis 
I frequently had bccafion to obferve the wretch^ hordes of thefe rejpons, and 
intejjffting details refpe£Ung their manners, haiRts, |rms, ornaments, language, me. 
&c. } but thefe different obfervations, belonging efpecially to the hiftory of tpMe 
people, I fhail merely detail here .the particulars pf one of bur moil remarkable inter- 
views. t • 

On the 3 ill January, early in the morning, I landed on Bruny Ifland. A boat from 
the Naturalifte, and our large boat had together brought a number of people on ihore, 
either for the purpofe of fiihing or colleftin^ wood for the ihips. It was low water, apfP 
in confequence I let oft' to examine the Arand. ‘ Already w’as I at a diflance from our 
boats fo great as to be able no longer to diAinguifli them, when, after ji|oubling a lai|[e 
promontory, 1 faw a fcore of favages advancing towards me along th^urand. I made 
no hefitation to trace back iny Iteps, too well iiiAruSed by our laA accidents m«the 
danger of firnilar rencounters. As I returned I met Meffrs. HcirilToh andBelleffn, who 
were.amufing thcmfelves with ffiooting on the Ikirts of the forcA ; I imparted Ito them 
the occafion of my 'retreat : they offered to accompany me to meet the favages,^'with a 
view of holding intcrcourfo with them, on which, fecure by their arms from ttpy ill- 
will they might manifcA, I accepted their profl’er. We were now but a few Aeps fronl 
the party, when of a I'udden they fled, and were loA in the foreA. We then climbed 
the dcfwns ; and, without attempting to purfue* the natives, an attempt whiah their Ex- 
treme agility would have rendered abortive, we contented ourfelves with calling, and ” 
prefenting to them different articles, particularly handkerchiefs. At thefe demonAra* 
dons of good-will the troop hefitated an inAant, and at length refolved on waiting for 
us. It was then difeovered we had to do with women ; there was not a Angle male of 
the party. We were about to approach too near to them it feems, when one of the inoA 
agfd, Aepping before the veA, called out medi, medi, (At down,’* At down^ ; they 
feemed at the fame time to requeA we would lay down our arms, the fight of whico' 
apparently alarmed them. ■ 

Thefe preliminary conditions being complied with, the women fquatted on their 
heels ; and from that inAant abandoned themfelves without referve to the natural 
vivacity of their charafteq; fpeaking all at once, queAioninjj us all at a tim^ and 
leemingly criticiAng and mocking us } at the fame time making a thoufand geftpreS, 
a thoufand contorAons, as Angular as they were various. M. BelleAr begat! to Aog^ 
accompanying the words of his fong with a very lively and animated gaAure ; the 
wptnen immediately became Alent, noticing with equal attention the geftures and muAc 
of the fong. As foon as a verfe was terminated, feme applauded with loud cries, 
others laughed out aloud, but the young girls, doubtlefs more timid, kept filen^ 
teAifying neverthelefs by their geAures, and the exprefliori of thqjr phyAognomy, hdw 
ntaqh they were furprifed and pleafed. * 4 . ' , . 

All thefe wdhien, if Ikins of kangaroos be excepted, which fpmeivore Cnvcf th«ar 
Aioulders, were entirely naked ; but without appearing to give th^mfeWes aiiy concern 
rifoe&ing their nakednefs, they varied their attitudes in fuch mMiner, that it would be 
dimcuiik to form an idea of the whimAcal and pidurefque appearance they prefented.— ^ 
Tl^lfilack fldn, difguAing from being daubed over with the fat of ; thar 

i^p, t>lack aiM A^hy, and in fome inAances Fedj^eoed.with the duftof^^chr^li 
VoL. XI. 5 Q * thew 
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grimed over with charcoal ; their form, tnoftly meagre and withered ; their 
long^md pendent breafts,; in Ihort, the whole of their phyfical conftitution was re- 
pulfive : from this general pidure muft^owever, be excepted two or three young 
girls of fift|en or fixteen years of age, of tolerably pleafing form, of rather a graceful 
outline, and whofe breads were fifm and well placed ; though, even in thefe, the 
nipple was rather too long and large for due proportion. Thefe yo'ang girls jtiad alfo 
forhewhat in the expreflion of their countenance more ingenuous, affedionate^ and 
mild, than was vifible in the others, as if the bed qualities of the foul, even among 
favages, were the fpecial appendages of youth, of grace, and beauty. Of the elderly 
women fotoe had a coarfe ignoble countenance ; others, but thefe fefs numerous, a 
brutal and fombre look ; yet, in general, we remarked in all, that uneafy and dejeded 
appearance which flavery and misfortune iinprefs on the brow of all fo unhappy to wear 
their yoke. Almod all of them, moreover, were covered with wounds, fad evidences 
of the treatment they received from their brutal hufl)ands ; one alone, of all her com- 
panions, preferyed confiderable affurance with much life and jollity, and die it was who 
impofed the conditions which I have before noticed. Soon as M. Bellefin had finifhed 
his fong, die imitated his gedures and tone of voice in a very original and comical man- 
ner, tp the , great amufement of her companions : afterwards die began a fong of her 
own, the notes of which were too rapid to admit of their being reduced to the principles 
of our mufic. Their finging in this correfponds with their fpeech, for fuch is the vo- 
lubility of thefe people that it is next to impoflible, as elfewhere will be fhewn, to dif- 
tinguifh any one pardculjir word : their utterance is a fpecies of rolling found, for which 
the languages of Europe furnifh no comparative or analogous denomination. 

Animated by her fong, which we failed not warmly to applaud, and dedrous, no 
doubt, of praife for other acconiplifhments, our merry Diemenefe exhibited different 
fpecimens of dancing, foine of which might be reckoned exceedingly indecent, if, in 
this rude date of fociety, man was not utterly a dranger to that delicacy of thought, 
that nicety of demeanour,* the grateful offspring in us of the perfedion of Ibcial order. 

' While all this was pading, I was occupied in penning the relation I have given, and 
taking notes of other matters which will elfewhere appear with greater intered : f at- 
tradled, it feems, the attention of the fame woman who had difplayed herfelf in the 
dance, for die had fcarcely finifhed before, advancing towards me with a fmiling coun- 
tenance, fhe took from a bag of ruflies, like that I begged of Oura Oura, fome pieces 
of charcoaf, crufhed them, and applied to my face a coat of the cudoinary paint of the 
country. I readily fubmitted to this flattering diflindion,, nor was M. Heiriffon lefs 
complaifant ; he was honoured with a finiilar raafk. We now, in the eyes of thefe 
women, 'appeared driking objeds of admiration ; they looked on us with f'atisfadion, 
and feemingly complimented us on our additional charms. I'hus, in thefe didant cli- 
mates, fairnefs of fkin, of whicfi our fpecies is fo vain in Europe, is regarded as an 
adual defed, a kind of deforriiif) which requires concealment j and a charcoal black, 
or the dull red of ochre are J.he colour of fltin that mod excites delight. 

The refped we fhswcJ for thefe women, and poflibly the new attradions for which 
we were indebted to them, feemed to augment their good-will and confidence in us ; 
neverthelefs no»inducement was fufficient to obtain their allowance of bur approaching 
them nearer., ‘The .flighted movement on the part of any one indicative of overpaffing 
the preferibed line, made them f pring in an indant from their heels and take to flight : 
we were t!(ierefore obliged, in order to engage their longer da;^, to conform in every 
- thing *£0 their wifhes. After making them many prefents, we at length bent oor^ way 
towards where our boat, wa^ moored j and our Diemenefe dames apparently defigi^g 
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to take the fame courfe, we fet off together ; but the inflexJbles obliged us ftill to keep 
at diftance, and forced us to follow the Ihore while themfelves traverfed* the parallel 
downs of fand. ^ ^ ^ 

As they were, mofl: probably, on their return from filhing when we peppeived them, 
they were all laden with lar^e crabs, locuftac marinse, and various conchae grilled, 
which they carried in their rulh bags. Thefe bags were faftened round the forehead 
by a band, and hung down the back : fome of* them were of great weight ; anil we 
fmcerely lamented the lot of thefe poor women in having fuch burthens to bear. 

Our walk, however, was not lefs entertaining »than had been the interview relatetl ; 
from the tops ofthe downs, they were very jocular and played off their wiles to attradi 
attention ; to this innocent fportivenefs we endeavoured as well as poflibfe to make re- 
turn, and our gefficular converfations of : his defeription would perhaps have long con-,., 
tinued, had not one of the women on a fudden ejaculated a loud cry, which was repeated 
with terror by all the reft, at fight of our boat and comrades. We endeavoured to 
calm their difquiet by affuring them that, far from having any thing tp apprehend from 
our friends, they would from them receive additional prefents : all w'as ufelcfs ; and 
already the party was about to plunge into the foreft, when the fame w^oman, who had 
been the chief and almoft cxclufive aftrefs in our firft intercourfe, feemed to pluck up 
refolution. Her call occafioned a moment of fufpenfe : flie fjioke to the others for 
fome fcconds, but finding hcrfelf apparently unable to perfuade them, ftie rufticd from 
the top of the downs by herfelf, and marching along the Ihore fome diftance before US, 
with much affurance and a fort of dignity, appeared to reproach her companions for 
their pufillanimity. Thefe in the end leemed alhamed of their w^eaknefs ; by degrees 
they became more bold, and at length trailed themfelves on the Ihore. With this nu- 
merous and fingular efcort was it therefore that we reached our boats, near which, by 
a fingular chance, the hufbands of thefe poor women had afl'embled a fliort time before. 

Notwithftanding the unequivocal proofs of benevolent intentions, noiwithftanding 
the liberality of our countrymen, doubt and miftruft, ferAcity and vengeance, con- 
tinued flill depidled on their countenances ; while even in their attitudes it wras eafy 
to diftinguifli, through the*difguifc by which they fought concealment, a fomewhat 
forced, malevolent, and treacherous ; they looked as if at the fame time they dreaded 
our vengeance, they were mortified at the inefficiency of their divers attacks. At this ' 
unexpeded meeting, all the unfortunate women who followed us, appeared frightened ; 
their ferocious hufbands exprclled by their looks, on feeing them, a degree of anger 
and rage by no means calculated to difmifs their fears. After dcj.ofiting the fruits of 
their fiffiery at the feet of thefe men, who divided them immediately among them- 
felves, without offering any to the women, they went and fquatted themfelves down 
behind their hulbands, who likewife were feated on the back of a large fand-down ; 
and there, as long as the interview lafted, thefe unfortunate women dared not either 
to raife their eyes, to fpeak, or fmile. This, however, is but the outline of the pidlure 
we ffiall elfevvhcre have to prefent. A few days after f had the plcafure of meeting 
again with the fame woman of whom I have related fo ntuch ; •! then learnt that her 
name was Arrii Maidu. M. Petit, at my requefi, drew her likenefs, which is given in 
the atlas, and in every refpedt is an excellent refemblance. Or I \niftake, or that 
bold and fearlefs charafler w hich fo eminently diftinguiflied this' woman from all her 
companions, is there perfcdly apparent. Tire laft time 1 met her Ihe had a fmall 
infant at her back. • , • 

The 3d February I again landed on Bruny Ifland, with three of our officers, Ihe tw<J 
Meftrs. Freycindl and Montbazin ; we ffiortly after diilingpiihcd tw'o females who 

5 Q 2 diredled 
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direfted their Heps from the fummit of a neighbouring mountain towards the fea». 
Anxfotis for a more clofe examination of them my companions purfued thenvj bur 
fcarcely had they j*un two hundred paces lipfore thefe women, whom they thought it 
fo eafy a majsterto overtake, were out of fight: this I had before predi'acd, having 
had repeated opportunities of convincing myfelf that the inhabitants of thefe fliorcs 
were much more fwift of foot than we. On our return to the fliorc we found a very 
large fire, lighted moft probably durilig the night, and which yet continued to burn. 
Around it were carelefsly ftrewed alinoft all the articles we had bellowed on the 
the natives, and fuch even as they had ftolen at the hazard of their life. We had pre- 
vioufly feen ojhcrs difperfed through different parts of the woods, aiid were fatislied 
that, after cOTtenting their childilh curiofity, thefe ignorant beings, finding our gifts, 
as it were, an incumbrance, threw them afide as foon as they ccal'cd to pleafe or amufe 
them. * . 

In the mean time, our different objeds in waiting oil' Diemen’s were completed ; 
that is to fay, our flock of wood was colledecl ; water, but tiiis unfortunately rather 
brackifh, had been obtained in tolerable abundance from the fmall river which foils 
into the bottom of the north-weft port ; our time-pieces had been regulated by M. 
Bernier, the aftronomcr ; and finally, M. Faure was returned from his intcrefting 
excurfion for the furvey of the north-caft part of the channel : on the refult of this 
excurfion, feme obfervatiotis are indifpenfablc. 

In the eaftern part of North Bay, in the chart of Dentrecafteaux, is marked a fecond 
bay called Frederic Ilenrich’s, which opens into a third called Mariou- Bay. The 
channel of communication between thefe two laft bays being laid down diftindly iu 
the French chart, our commander, on the inftant of our reaching North Weft Port, 
difpatched our geographic artift M. Faure with diredions to furvey the channel, and 
afeertain whether or not it would admit our veffel to pafs. 

The furvey and return fumiflied employment for eleven days ; the refults were : 

ift, That the draught cf North Bay, as laid down in the chart of Admiral 
Dentrecafteaux, is incomplete ; for, towards its extremity, M. Faure difeovered a bafm 
of water of no grek depth indeed, but fo well fheltercJ a:- to offer iu all weathers an 
excellent anchorage for boats and veflTels of little dr^ight ; he likewife difeovered a 
fmall river, north of Point Reynard, (Fox Point,) which may be afeended two leagues 
from its mouth ; the water throughout the whole cliftancc was very /alt. M. Faure 
made Ihift however to recruit his frefh water from fome fmall pools on the margin, 
or rather in the bed of the river, then nearly dry. 

2d, That the fecond bay, S. E. of North Bay, and which is but vaguely marked m 
the chart of Dentrecafteaux, conftitutes in fact a very fecure and fpacious pol*t, .with 
excellent anchorage in every part. 

3d, That the pretended chaunti of communication between the bays Frederic 
Henrich and Marion, had no t xiitcnce whatever. 

4th, That confequently what in the French chart is laid down as an ifland, under the 

C 

* It perhaps adrhits a queflion whether thefe people with fucli real dirpofitlons would not have been 
far better qiialified,*to play the part of that cyipc, wlio, In anfwcr to tlie requeft of Alexander to alk 
for wliat he pleafid', delired him to get out of the fun, than could have been Diogenes liinfifclf. And, 
provided the contempt of tbis laft for the courttfies, the comforts, and enjoyments of life, was any thin][j 
clfe than a vain afTnmption to render hlrnfclf particular ; provided* I fay, a man living with civilised 
bting^j and with fuch cauttic humour, had truly that diftafte he ftiewcd for what poliAied man efleems 
fweits of life, it can fcarcely admit a qvieftion of whether he copld not better have been placed among 
thefe fatages, than ^ Corinth* T a * 

" ‘ ' 6 name 
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name of Tafman Ifland, is only a large peninfula, united to Diemen’s Land *by an 
ifthnius, at its narroweft part but a hundred fathoms over, and about three hundred 
fathoms long. # - . 

5th, That this ifthmus alfo, fo far from being the divifion between Fredfric He&'rich’s 
Bay. and Marion’s Bay, as laid down in the chdrt, divides the former from a different 
bay, that we flia?I defcribe, more towards the foufh. 

6th, That the draughtfmen of Dentiiecaffeaux were wrong in giving the nan||,, of 
Frederic Henrich to the bay S. E. of North Bay, as it is phyfically impoflible, from wnat 
is now known of it, that Tafman in his courfe could hive feen this bay. 

7th, That, fdr the famereafon, the name of Frederic Henrich given by the French 
to the fmall ifland weft of Joannet Point, lliould not be continued ; as, by being con- 
nedled with the pretended difeovery of tlv ; portion of Diemen’s Land by Tafman, it 
tends to perpetuate an idea which is far from juft. 

8th, Tliat the name Tafman Ifland, employed by Dentrecafteaux, ought likewife to 
be correct'd. 

9th, Finally, it refults from the explorations of M. Faure that, as there is no Fre- 
deric Ilenrich’s Bay on the fpot marked in the I’rench chart, it muft be fought for 
elfewhere ; and, in the following chapter, we fliall fee it in its true place, and with its 
proper bearings to Marion’s Bay. 

For the rcafons 'I have given we have adopted the following nomenclature for this 
portion of our explorations and dil'coveries : preferving the name given it,by the French 
admiral to Nt»rth Bay, the Great Bay, denominated improperly Frederic Henrich’s Bay 
we call Port Buache. The ifland termed Tafman by Dentrecafteaux is called Tafman’s 
Peninfula. I hc ifland weft of Joannet Point’ in lieu of that of Frederjc Henrich ' re- 
ceived the name of St. Aignant. 'I'hc bafin at the extremity of the North Bay is called 
Ranfonnet Bafin, and the fmall river, the mouth of which is north-weft of Pointe Re- 
nard or Fox Point, the river Brue ; the two laft names being thofe of midfliipmen on 
board, both one and the other equally worthy of elleem. » 

On the 5ih February we railed our anchor, and made preparations for failing as fodn 
as the inds would admit. . The fame evening, the dilk of the fun on fetting was of the 
moft beautiful and fplendid red colour ; the wind blew from the north-caft ; but, 
during the night, it veered round to the north, and blew in ftrong gufts, continuing 
thus until eleven or twelve the next day. 'I'hc violence oi thefe gufts of winds was 
fuch as in the fpace of a few hours to caufe the barometer to fink feven lines and 
three-tenths ; they, at thy fame time, brought on fo hidden and G great a heat that 
the thermometer rofe from ii"to2z‘‘ in the fpace of a few feconds * ; fcarzely, in 
the open air, were we able to breathe ; and the gufts wore like blaftt from’a burning 
furnace. Shortly after, the furface of the fea appeared every where covered with' 
fume ; an immenfc quantity of water was drawn up into the atmofphere ; and, during 
the whole of the remainder of the day we were furrounded as it were by a tepid 
vapour bath. Some individuals, among whom was our commander, attributed thefe 
great natural effeds to the burning of the neighbouring fbrefte ; but, feparate from 
the infufficiency of this explanation to account even for the inftance in point, we fliall 
elfewhere fee that thefe burning winds are experienced on the weftarn coaft of New 
Holland, under 6ircumftances perfcdly fimilar ; we fliall fee them ‘again, flail more 
formidable, on the eaftem fljpres of the fame continent, fuftbeate in a few feconds 
myriads of aainials, and parch and blaft as fuddenly the xnofl; adive vegetation. Let 


5tJ to 71^ of Fahrenheit. 
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ITS be content with obferving for the inftant that thefe inflamed winds are felt even at 
the fotithem extremity of. Diemen's Ltmd, and that there they proceed from the 
north. In a fucceeding chapter thefe valuable obfervations, reproduced with more 
detail, will be found nearly allied to the phyfical hiftory of the Continent of which 
we treat. ' 

The 17th of February we were enabled by means of a light breeze* from the’ E. and 
E. S,? E. to make fail, after a ftay in the Channel^of Dcntrecafteaux of fix-and-thirty 
dayi^ for the fouth-eallern, that important extremity of Diemen’s Land. 

• • t 

CHAP. Part of Diemen* s Land. 

[From the 17th to the 28th of February, 1802.] 

SCARCELY were we out of the channel before the wind veered to the fouth, and 
obliged us to make ufefefs tacks throughout the day between Tarman Peninfula, 
Willanmez Ifland and the ifland Bruny. The night was calm ; but at two in the morn- 
ing a pleafant breeze from the W. S. W. enabled us to fteer S. S. F,. At day-break 
we paired Cape Raoul, briftling on every fide with falient ridges, prifms, and needles of 
bafaltic appearance. At feven in the morning wc were abreaft of Tafman Ifland ;• this 
is an enormous barren plateau, the black fiJcs of which rife like volcanic ramparts 
from the bofOm of the waters : its fouthern point, as well as Cape Raoul, is covered 
with immenfe columns, ’apparently of bafalt. Of fimilar conftitution is* Cape Pillar, 
and like are the rents in its fides : but, at the cape weft of the rocks of Hippolytus, 
named by us Cape Hauy, in honour of the celebrated mineralogift of that name, the 
pidture indeed is fimilar, but its horrible appearance much exceeds that of the others. 
At the diflance of fome miles this remarkable cape rcfcnibles an organ rifing from the 
waves. The Rocks of Hippolytus form part of this large pifturc of diforder and 
fgffures : they are three in number, the largcfl; much rcfembling the Coin de mire of 
the Ifle of France. 

After doubling Cape Hauy, we found ourfelvcs oppofite' to a fmall but pretty bay : 
right and left of this bay rife enormous black and flcrile malfes, the fummits of which 
are ragged, and refemblc the teeth of faws : at the extremity of the bay, a delightful 
border of verdure forms a gratifying contrail to the dingy mountains by which it is 
furrounded. Above the firft range of thefe, a lofty mountain uprears its triple fuminit 
in the diflance. This bay we called after Dolomieu, and pWifued our courfe towards 
the north, coafling at a fhort diflance along a precipitous fhore, batheil by a lea of great 
depth. The barren appearance we have noticed now ceafed, and mighty eucalypti 
raifed their lofty tops above their ramparts. 

A fhort diflance north of Dolomieu Bay, a large opening prefented itfclf, recognized 
by M. Faure for the Eaflern bay, oppofite to Port Buache, of tj'hich we fpoke in the 
previous chapter. The identity of this bay is the more inconteflible from our en- 
gineer’s gendered hitnfelf, pn his difeovery of it after travcrfing the iflthinus, at the 
bottom of this new bay, and from his having from this point taken the bearing of the 
Rocks of Hipp^ytus!, and found their fite that which they aftually occupy with refpefl 
to the bay. We called it Monge Bay, in memory of the illuftrioiis charafter to whom 
phyfics and the mathematics are indeBted for fo many valuable difeoveries. Ihe 
ifthmu^, which feparates hionge Bay from Buache Port feems lo\y and fandy : beyond 
this ifthmus, on a fecohd level, a bound of grey mountains are feen, lower in the com- « 

Q menceraent 
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mencement than thofe of the peninfula Taftnan, but which afterwards rapidly rife to- 
wards the north, and conditute a fecond peninfula, which, in another part, we diall 
have to notice. A large cape rounded, and of a brownifli colour, terminates Monge 
Bay towards the north : the whole portion of thk cape, next the fea, is fterile f on its 
fum^pit vegetate fome tolerably greenilh trees ;» and, in front, many reddilh rocks pro- 
jed like fo niaay fmall cones, the conftitution of which ftould feem to be volcanic. 
This remarkable cape was called Cape Surville,,in memory of the French navigat^ of 
that name. ^ 

From Cape Surville to Cape Frederic Henricl) the lands are lofty, perpendicular at 
their bafe, but rendered like large domes at their fummits : their colour is a dull green ; 
fome very few fhrubs are fprinkled over their furface. 

Direftly north of Cape Frederic Hen’'ich, lies the great Bay of Marion : we tra- 
verfed it without halting ; and, about five in the evening, call; anchor in the chahnet 
between Diemen’s i,and and the Ifland Maria,’ oppofite the Oyftcr Bay. 

The 1 9th of February, at day-break, the barge of our fhip under command of M. 
Maurouard, was dilpatched to make the tour of the Ifland Maria, to take a draught of 
it, and afeertain if it aft'orded frelh water. To our geographic engineer M. Boullangcr, 
fc’arcely yet recovered from the illnefs with which he was attacked at Timor, was this 
work allotted. I accompanied him to examine the produftions, foil, temperature, and 
inhabitants of the ifland. 

Soon after we reached the mofl: fouthem cape of the ifland, denominated, by our 
geographers^ Cape Peron. In front of the cape rifes a folitary granitic rock of one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred feet high, torn by the waves, and much refembling 
an obelilk : it was termed the Pyramid. 

From this point the coafl turns abruptly to the N. N. E. j and we proceeded along 
it a fhort diflanco away. It is, throughout its whole length, perpendicular, and refem- 
bles an iminenfe rampart of granite. On fome points the imagination poUrtrays in its 
rocks the remnants of a line of ancient fortifications. Various fpiccs of parafiiical plants, 
among which are lichens of a beautiful fulphur colour or a fplendid red, grew on tbefe 
walls, the fummits of whifh, feen through the fhrubs, appeared like the parapet of a 
citadel, w'ith, in many parts, battlements and embrazures. All along this coaft there is 
deep water ; but as it is expofed to the whole fury of the fouth winds, blowing, unim- 
peded from the antardic pole, is inceffantly beaten by tumultuous waves, which break 
with noife againfl its granite walls. 

When at the ealtern point, called Cape Maurouard, from the ’audable midfliipman 
who then participated with M. Boullanger his geographical work, we faw the coaft 
ftretch to the N. N. W. Here the mountains rapidly decline, and in a little time the 
chain breaks, and forms a large bay ; in this we entered, and fliortly after landed on 
the ifthmus that divides it from the Oyfter Bay. 

It was now two. While my companions were employed on their geographic furvey 
of the Ihore, I advanced towards the north coaft of the bay, and penetrated into the 
interior. My progrefs at firft was flow, owing to the fize’and ftfength of the herbage ; 
on fome fpots even fhrubs thickly growing together, and more vigorous, inierdifted 
advance : I wason the point of tracing back my fteps, when, git a (^liftance, I diftin- 
guifhed a path bgaten by the natives. This I followed : in a fliort tinle trees were lefs 
frequent ; and, in lefs than half-an hour, I reached the fummit of a hillock, whence I 
diftinguifhed at once the two bays of. Maria Ifland, the ifthqius by which they are fepa- 
rated, and the mountains of Diemen’s Land, the’Iaft tiers of which were fcascely dif. 
cemible amid the furrounding vapours. Divers fpecies of pkaling gramina prefented 

on 
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on every fide a beautiful carpet of verdure j melaleucas, correse», fagati®* cpnchyse, 
ftypheliffi, and metrofiderps, here and there fortned charming groves, above wliich 
towered immenfe globular eucalypti, gigantic leptofpermes, the cyprpfs-Ieaved exo- 
carpos, the hairy cafuarina, the filver-leaved bankfia, and a variety of other trees 
peculiar to thefe fouthem regions. Af the foot of this hillock runs a finaU rivuJigt of 
iweet water, on the banks of which were diftmguilhed many fpecies»of pteris, limo- 
dorum, a new fpecics of everlafting with white flowers, the beautiful aletris with red 
flowers, the creeping parfley of thefe regions, and a fmall fpecies of daucus, analagous 
in tafte to our common carrot. • , 

While abforbed by the delightful fenfations infpired by this charming fpot, I per- 
ceived at a diftance a monument, the ftruCture of which at once furprifed me, and 
exc^d my curiofity; I haftened towards it; the following is the refult of my bb- 
fervations. 

On a wide fwarth of verdure, beneath' fome antique caruarin®, rofc a cone, formed 
coarfely of the bark of trees inferted at bottom in the ground, and terminated at top by 
a large band of fimilar materials. Four long poles ftuck in the earth, fuftained ana 
ferved for all the pieces of bark to lean againft ; thefe four poles feemed alfo calculated 
to ornament the building ; for, inltead of uniting all their upper extremity like the 
bark, and fo forming a fniiple cone, they crofl'ed each other about their middle, and then 
extended without the roof of the ornament. From this difpofition refultcd a fort of 
inverted tetracdric pyramid in the upper part oppoi’ed to the cone below. This con- 
traft of form in the two parts of the building had a fomewhat graceful eflei;^, which w^s 
cncreafed by the following additions. 

With each of the four fides of the fSyramid correfponded a wide ftrip of bark, the 
two bent extremities of which were at the bottom bound together by the large band, 
which, as I before have noticed, united all the pieces of bark at the top of the cone ; it 
follows that each of thefe four llrips formed a fort of oval, leufl rounded at its inferior 
extremity, and w ideft and .molt rounded above ; and, as each of thefe ovals corref- 
ponded with one of the fidcs of the inverted pyramid, it is not dilEcult to conceive the 
elegance and piffurefque ell'eft of the plan. 

After looking fome time at this monument, the ufe of which I vainly flrove to 
fathom, I foon refolved to pulh my examination to a greater length : I removed feveral 
thick pieces of bark, and readily penetrated to the interior of the building. The whole 
of the upper part was vacant: at the bottom was a large flattened cone formed of a fine 
light grafs laid with much care in conuntric and very deep Itrata. With my ^doubt 
relpeding the purpofo of ibis, my curiofity cncreafed. Eight iTmall bent flicks croffing 
eachother'at the fuminit of this cone of verdure, ferved to preferve its form; each of 
thefe flicks had its two extremities laflened in the earth, and kept firm in their pofition 
by a large piece of flattened granite. 

So much care led me to expect fome important difeovery ; nor was I raiftaken. 
Scarcely had 1 raifed the upper layers of turf, ere I perceived a' large heap of white 
allies, apparently colle<3;ed logcther with nicety : thrufting my hand into the midft of 
thefe, 1 felt fomething hard, withdrawing which, I found to be the jaw-bone of a 
man, and ihreds ef flefli ftill adhering to it. I fhuddered with horror. Still, refleding 
a little on all I h'ad obferved in the compofition of the monument, I ^on e-xperienced 
fenfations widely diflerent from ihofc I felt at firft : the verdure, the flowers, the prp- 
teding trees, the deep bed .of young herbage which covered the aflics, all united to 
cpnvinco nie -that I had .here difeovered a tomb. ' 

On removing the alhes, I perceived a very black coal, expanded, friable, and light,; 

' ' and 
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and recognized h to be animal ; atihe fame tirrie I withdrew part of the femur with a 
portion of flelh ; in the flcfli were ftill yifible the larger arteries.full of blood, calcined, 
and in the ftate this fluid is, on its approximation to a refmous fubllance. To thefe 
bones others fucceeded hot lefs eafy of recognition, vertebra:, fragments of the os 
humeros, the tibia, tarfus, and’ carpium ; all of 'them were much changed by the 
adion of fire, and Vere readily reduced to dull ; of thefe • burnt bones I have pre- 
ferved fome fragments, with portions of the roafted flcfli adherent to them. Thefe 
bones were not, as I at firft imagined, depofited on the furface ; they were collefted 
at the bottom of a circidar hole, about fixtcen or twenty inches in diameter, and eight 
or ten inches deep. It will fliortly be feen that this is not an ufelefs remark. 

I might have neglected, perhaps, to notice a final circumftancc of interefl; as regard- 
ing the file of the tomb, if, on feeing a fimilar monument the next day, I had not 
obferved the fame objed again. At the foot of the flope on which the fepulchre 
was conftrucled, ran a rivulet of frefli and limpid water, the prefence of which, at the 
reigning feafon of the year, was equally rare and grateful. Both fides of the ftreamlct 
were carpetted by a variety of young herbage, among which feveral fpecies of orchys, 
ophris, richea glauca, apium prollratum, and the fpecies of carrot peculiar to thefe 
rcgioTis. 

With what delight^ foated on the bank of this rivulet, did I give myfelf up to the 
new rellcttions which hu h a combination of circumftances'was calculated to occafion ! 

I laid to niyleli, “ In midft of thefe threatening rocks, in the deep bofopi of thefe 
ancient forelfs, Jiature then has yet proferved fome of her rightj, fince the firft monu- 
ment we have difeovered of the unpolilhed and barbarous inhabitants was confecrated 
by herfelf. 

Recalling next to mind the arid (bores of the weftern part of New Holland, I re- 
fleded on the interefting bower difeovered on the left bank of the river Vafle, and again 
faid, “ 'rhis monument, the only one found on its banks, was alfo confecrated by gra- 
titude.'* I hus the firft worfliip was infpired by nature ; the firft altars were raifed to 
filial piety, to gratitude. ' 

I extended the firft analogy* between the two objeds to their pofition : the bower of 
the bay of the Gcographe was conrtruded on that fait river, which with the adjoining 
marfhes, materially helps to fupport the inhabitants of thofe dreary regions. The 
tomb I had recently difeovered was ftationed near that portion of Eaft Bay, where 
alone wc had been able to find frelh water ; here alfo thole large conchae, the daily 
food of the people, were mvft abundant. The prefumption that the nte of the tomb 
was the refult of deliberation, was farther ftrengthened by the remarks I made the 
next day in Oyfter Bay, on a ftrudure of fimilar defeription ; this alfo was placed on 
an eminence, at the foot of which ran a fmali rill of frelh water, the only one we 
found throughout the whole extent of tliis laft bay. “ Thus, therefore, the fame 
principle which originated the conlccration of thele monuments, caufed the feledion of 
thofe (pots for their pofitions w'hich were moft interefting an^ moft dear, thofe fpots, 
to which moft frequently brought back by his neceflities, were 6eft calculated to renew 
a grateful emotion in man.” 

Succeeding ideas' caufed new refledions : I afked myfelf, “ "What can* have origin- 
ated this cuftom of burning the dead ? Separated from the reft of the world, and at its 
fartheft extremity, thefe people cannot have adopted it from communication with 
others ; it muft irrefutably therefore be an idea of , their own. But, in that cafe, 
y^ierefore prefer this mode of difpofing of the dead ? Can the preference be the effed 
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of chance ? Or does there exift fotne phyfical reafon for it, dependent on the nature 
of things, or the particular focial organization of thefe men ? This double queition, 
equally important and delicate, requires in difciifling it that 1 ihould take a rapid retro- 
fpedt of the effential features of the inhabitants of Diemen’s Land, to which, as will 
hereafter be difplayed, thofe of the .* people who dwelf on the illand Maria in every 
refpedl aflimilate. * 

Alinoll; utterly a flrangcr to every principle of focial organization, without chiefs, 
propciT; fpeakihg, without laws, cloathing, or culture of any defeription, without any 
afi'ured means of lubliilcncei or any eftablilhed abode, man here knows no other arms, 
and has no other inllruments than, the club and the fpear, both equally imperfecl in 
thcmfelvcs, and coarfely fafliioned, A wanderer with his family on the Ihore of the 
fea, to that he looks lor Itis chief fubfiRenci- ; he I'ojourns for a longer fpace, and 
thither ofteneft returns, where fhcll-hlh moft abouitd, where he with greatcfl eafe can 
collefl: them, and where frefli water inay readied be obtained. What I lay here of 
the individual applies to the whole race in quedion ; the relources of the individual 
fail with thofe of the horde to which he belongs. 

I'hefe data edablilhed, one of their number fhall die. He is old, refpeclcd, father 
of a numerous family, and furrounded by children, before whom he breathes his lad. 
What is to become of the corpfe ? 

Abandon it ? He was their father ; was kind : his abandoned corpfe might be- 
come the food of wild animals ! This refledion were fufficient to inlpire horror even in 
the bread of lavages. , Moreover, the putrcfaclion of the carcalc would not ddl of dif- 
guding them ; and every fcattered bone of a father’s corpfe would each fucceeding 
indant reproach tnem with ingratitude, or at lead be a light at once offcnfive and 
difguding. 

Should they cad it into the fea ? This at fird feems the mod natural and fimple ex- 
pedient : but, thrown back by the tides and currents, they might lee again the carcafe 
on their diores, and loBictimcs pollibly its tainted members mingled with the Ihcll-filh 
of which they make their food. 

Embalm it ? This is beyond their ideas, as it is beyond their moans. 

Bury it ? I’his would be a labour of didkult eft'ochiation, as well fmm the generally 
hard and rocky nature of the foil, as from an ablolute want of every requiiite indru- 
ment lor the purpofe. Still is it probable they would have rccourle to this mcafure, 
did not another oiler itfclf much more n-ady of efledluation, and even preferable. 

This lad mcalurc is to burn it. Every thing concurs ,to facilitate this expedient j 
every thing in this is accordant with the mode of life of the inhabitant of thefe Ihores, 
as well as the circumdances ip. which, he is placed. Eire, that powerful and terrible 
agent, their rccourfc on fo many and fucli valuable occalions, cannot fail of exciting 
among tliel'e people feme ol i.'toie fcntinjcnts of veneration, confocrated with the ma- 
jority of ancient nations oj Inch numerous inditutions atul religious monuments. 
Without ueing deified j perhaps, as formerly it was, fire in thclc countries* is regarded 
as fomething fupe!ior to the other works of nature ; and thefe firlt ideas will probably 
have contributed not in a trivial degree to the determination of burning their dead. 
The rcqnifijb materials for the purpofe were at hand : neither calculation nor labour 
were required for putting the plan in execution ; no indrument ' was necefl'ary ; and 
it prevented taint and the confequelit infccUon. But a few remains of bones would 

• « . 

See Philips’s Voyage to New South Wales, page 59, and Marion’s to Diemen’s Land, page *9. 
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be here after the operation, to cover which the afhes of the fire would be fufficient. 
The whole ceremony required only a lew hours j and prejudices tended to render it 
reputable and facred. 

Thus then this praftice of burning the dead * does not appear to be the effed of 
mere chance: accordant with ‘phyfical and local circumllances, thefe evidently were 
the origin ot the (Mlloni ; and did the nature of this work juftify my profecuting the 
fubjcct lurther, it would bo ea'y for me to provo that this important portion of the 
ulages of people has more relation to tiie foil and il.s nature than is at liHt view appa- 
rent. is ir not, for example, worthy of remark, that th(»l'e two countries moft famous 
lor embalming, and mumniies, l^jjper F.gypt and TeiK'riiVe, arc alike diflinguiflied by 
the condanr dryneisof the foil and tin- atmorphere, and the facility with which different 
aromatic, atiringent, or rc iinous ingn’dientc, the elfeiitia.l bales ui the preparations for 
cmhahning, arc obtained r tint, leaving further remarks on tin’s fiibjecl, lei us terminate 
what relat'"- to ihis lingular momimeiit of Maria Illand. 

1 v\as the oiore pleafcd with the difeovery 1 had mad(' friim nothing fimilar having 
before been olderved in tliefc pans. Riche i.n one of his excurfions had, indeed, dil- 
covered on Diemen’s Land parts of bones to which the tlefh yet adhered in a half 
calcined hate ; and M. Labiliardiere had in conlequenca' I'uipeiLled that the inhabitants 
burned tiieir dead ; Init ihi;; I'ulpicioit depended in a circunif lance lo doubtful as to be 
nnworthv of reliance : on t!te contrary, this curious chai't'^r inav be reckoned nearly 
compltifc in. what rcf^^arJs llic hiliory of the inhal)iuinis’ of tliefe regions. 'J'iic draught 
of the tomb er.adly giwm by M. Petit, and fmiihed by M. Lef^ueur, ieavTs nothing to 
wiih for refjiecting this monument, and the pleahng prefped allorded by the Hope ou 
which it was fiiuale. 

I have iioilcej a ft'cond fepulclire ; this we vifited the next dav iii Oyfler Bay, op- 
to iiay, and in order to linilh what relates to this I'ubjecl, anticipating order 
and dates, 1 fliall dc'tail in as few words as pollible what it preleuted peculiar to itfel£ 
Placed on a ilight eminence, at the foot of wliich ran a rivwlet of frefh water, the only 
one found on this bay, this latter monument immaterially differed from the one befor5 
deferibed : but being older than theotlicr its form was Ids regular*, the poles which 
fup]M)rted lh(‘ pi(’ceso)' bark had, as well as the bark itfelf, given way ; and the grafs 
which covered the aflu\s had undergone much change from the luoiiiure of the atnio- 
fj)herc : in other refpcCls, the bones and afhes were arranged in nearly the fame manner 
as in the moimment of Pall Ixiy. d’iieonly j)cculiarity it oH'ered, and which deferves 
fpecial remark, was this : o?) tlie interior ot lome of the haiivlibrndt and largell: pieces of 
bark certain cluinieters, analogous to thofe ufed by the natives in tattooing the lower 
part of the arm, wt're c'ligraveiu 

lo wlrat 1 have beiore laid another obfervation mufl be added : it is that from the 
nature of tliefe monuments no liirprize can be excited at their rarity. For the pieces 
of bark by which they are proledeil mult ncccilarily in little time be ddtroyed by the 
atlion of the atmofphere, and be diiperled by the winds. TJie tender and delicate grafs 
which covers the allies mufl likcwife foon undergo decompofirion ;*and the aflics thein- 
felvcs, partly difpcrl'ed, will then fliew no more than that a lire luivS previoufly been 
kindled on ihefpot ; and as the bones arc collected together in the -bott^^m of the hole, 
they naturally remain there buried, which accounts fufficiently for none being found 
on the furface of the ground. Add to this the •calcination they have undergone, the 
ncccirary elfed; of which is to render tteir decompofi^tion moit* rapid and complete, 

* Tl/e natives of New 1 lollantl likcwife binn dead. 
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In the mean time my companions had hniihed their geographical furvey, and had 
already been waiting for my return, when I rejoined them : we again embarked to take 
the foundings of the interior of the bay. It prefents deep foundings almoft in every 
part ; but from the bottom, confifiing generally of live rock, the anchorage is bad : 
moreover, the bay is too open, and too much expofed to 'the fury of the winds from the 
fouth-eaft. Doubtlefs to the nature of the bottom it is that the abimdance of fucusis 
to be attributed, which on different points of its furface form real pelagic meadows, in 
midft of which numberlefs flocks of fea-mews, gulls, divers, and cormorants feck their 
accuflomed food. 

After completing the furvey of the great bay on the eaft, to which we gave the 
name Riedlc Bay, in memory of the valuable naturalift buried on the ifland Timor, we 
again landed on the ifland to pafs the night, and by four the next morning, 20th Feb. 
fet off to continue our exploration of Maria Ifland. 

After doubling the north cape of Riedlc Bay, the dire«Slion of th(* land is E. N. E. to 
theparallelof CapeMillaken *, the mofteaflern point of theifland. I’rom this to the north 
cape the courfe of it is W. N. W. The whole of the portion of the ifland comprifed 
between the Eaflern Bay and the North Cape is truly frightful. I'he coaff forms a 
wall of graukf from 320 to 430 feet (Englilh) high : in tliis wall are vail caverns, in 
which the waves, dafhing with impetuofiiy, make a hollow rumbling noife, liinilar to 
that of diftant thunder, lit every part the coall is accellible : the foa runs high .and 
tumultuoufly, and the fpeftator trembles at the very thought of the fate of thole Ihips 
driven agalnll fuch ruthlefs fliores. 

This conllitution, indeed, of the coaff is confequent on the general pofition of Maria 
Ifland, here expofed to the whole ocean’s rage ; and this is evident from a comparifon of 
this fide with that on the weft of the ifland ; for, as I'oon as the North Cape is paifed, to 
which from our engineer we gave the name of Cape Boullanger, the elevation of the 
foil decreafes, and difeovers beneath the fhelter of Ifiemen’s Land a long fandy beach, 
which is continued almoff uninterruptedly to the extremity of I ) viler Bay. In Ihort, 
every thing eaftward denotes the ravages of the waves and winds, whlL, on the weft, 
the general a fpefl announces the tranquillity of nature, and the peacef ul action of time. 

In front of Cape Boullanger is a large rock, joined to Maria llhind ’by a ledge of 
dangerous reefs-, a-head of this rock is a granitic iflet of fomc dimen lions, but Ht'K> 
elevated, fterile, and which, between it and the land, has a narrow llrait pallabic f.)r 
fmall craft alone: we denominated this North Iflet. 

I have already noticed the floats of fucus which carpetted „with verdure part of Riedle 
Bay ; their extent even then cauled great furprii^e, but on coalling along the N. E. of 
the ifland, ihcfo fame vegetables occafioned us a ftill greater aftonilhjnent. For a very 
confiderable diftance the whole furlacd of i%efca was covm-ed with this fubmarine pro- 
duSion; and it was with the greateft difficulty we were enabled to difeiiiangle ourfelves 
from one of thefe floats, in the Ikirt of whioh we became enveloped ; nor till after 
fcveral hours’ exertion v^ere we able to releafe ourfelves from this unufual obftacle. 
Thefe floats all confifted of one fmgle plant, the fucus giganteus, a.ffuredly the largell of 
all pelagic vegetables, as fome that we meafured were from 81 to 97 meters in length t- 
'To raife and fuftain thefe immenfe branches at the furface of the water nature employs 
a means as fiinple as efficacious. At intervals of fpace each branch produces a pretty 
broad leaf dentafed at the edge, and .crimped over its whole furface, the Italk of 
which, dole to its union with the branch, has a pyriform or pcar-lliaped bladder from 

* Thus named by Captain Cox, who difeovered Oyftcr Bay in 1789. f 265 to 3 1 8 Englilh feet. 
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two to three inches in length, by about an inch in diameter at its lowefl: and wid3ft part. 
Each of thefe veficles, filled with air, acting as fo many balloons, raife the branches 
to the furfece, and fupport the fpreading leaves on the waves. Thefe leaves are often of 
confiderable fize; fome I meafured exceeding 3 2* to 38 decimeters in length *. 

But, not only on account *of the fingularity^of its organization and gigantic fize is 
this fucus defervmg of notice. I’orn by the violence of the tenipeft from their parent 
ftems at the bottom of the fea, thefe floats of fucus are tranfported by the currents to the 
extremity of the bay of Riedle, are foon buried there in the lands, and greatly contribute 
to choak this bay, and cncreafc the extent of the ifthmus which divides it /rom Oyfter 
Bay. 'I'hus, at this extremity of the globe, is realized the grand difplay of the influence 
of marine plants in encroachments of the land on the fea, piftured by Linnaius in the pre- 
face to his hillory of the mineral kingdom , but, w'ithoiit dwelliiig longer on this import- 
ant matter, let us return to our voyage round the ifland Maria. 

Alter doubling Cape Boullangcr, we proceeded rapidly along the whole north-weft 
coall of the ifland : it is low and fandy ; vegetation in the neighbourhood of the coaft 
is far from lively ; but the interior difplays handfoine forclis, and the backs of the 
mountains feern covered with tolerably line trees. By five in the evening we palfed 
Middle Iflet, an illet to which wc gave this name from its intermediate pofition between 
Dieinen’s Land and Maria Ifland. It is nothing but a rock of granite, about 234 
nietersf in diameter, and from 9 to 12 metersj above the furface of the water. 
It is naturally Iterilo, and the natives of the neiglibourhood, being accuftomed.to halt 
licrc in their, pail'age to Maria liland, from the main, have deftroyed for their fires 
whatever vegetation it formerly bore. 

Already had the obfeurity of the evening bi'gun to render onr furvey of the coalb- 
more and more difficult and uncertain, when w'e doubled Cape I.efueur, whicli forms 
the northern point of Oyfter Bay : wc were on the point of landing to pals the night, 
when we dillinguilhed from five and twenty to thirty lavages, advancing towards us, 
armed w'ith long fpears, and uttering loud exclamations. • This numerous band was 
the lefs agreeable to us, as, much fatigued with being two days at fea, we had cfc- 
calion for reft, and with fuch holls Ihould have been obliged to pafs the night under 
arms ; we therefore rd'olvcd on penetrating further into tlic bay, convinced the fa- 
vages w'ould not follow us. As we predicled, indeed, they continued their courfe weft- 
ward, and Iboii were out of fight : alter this we landed. 

Early on the 21ft, W'e continued our furvey of Oyfter Bay : towards the extremity 
it is fo (hallow that we wpre every inftaiit in danger of grounding, though oftentimes 
at confiderable diftance from ftiorc. Spite of this inconvenience, we completed the 
furvey of the bay, and were about to double the fouth point, when we heard the re- 
port of a gun from one of the vefl'els ; fhortly after, this was fucceeded by others, at 
Inch intervals that we could not miftakc their mournful meaning. I'he laft of my 
co-adjutors, M. Maujjo, had cealed to live, and thefe announced liis funeral obfeqnies. 
Me died the day after our departure, univerffilly regretted in both fliips, and worthy 
of the grief felt for his lofs, by the excellence of his charaderj and the zeal be had 
inanifcitcd in the expedition. His corpl'e was interred on Maria Ifland, at the foot of 
a large lucalyptus, to which a leaden plate was affixed, relating. the*lad detail of his 
death, i he name of Pointc Maugc was given to the part of the aflantf which received 
the remains of our unfortunate companion. 

On leaving Oyfter Bay, wc proceeded to coaft the weftern fliore of the ifland, fome 

• • « 
• Upwards of 10 to iz feet Englilh. 4 770 Englilh feet.^ J 30 to 40 Englilh Let. 
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parls of which remained yet to be furveyed ; after this, we fleered for the fliip, which 
we reached in the evening of the 21ft February. 

The next day, at day-break, 1 left the fliip again, with intention of traverfing the 
iflhnius, and vifiting the tombs of the eaftern bay. M. Petit, our dranghtfinan, ac- 
companied me ; a flcnder boat, kno\vn to Frenrli failors by tlie name oi Pouffe^piod, 
was allotted me, with only three men, and no other arms than a bad rnufqm^t, which 
jM. Petit fccreted in the boat. Indeed, 'although we hrtd nminiiniiion on board our vclTcL 
a thouland times fold more than fufficient for an exi)cdirion fuch as that on which we 
were fent, our commander had forbkklen the taking ot arms on our excurfioiis, under 
pretence of too much powder being expended. Indeed, the verv day previr^us to iny 
departure, two carpenters belonging to the Nutiiralide, attacked on Marla Illand, wevc 
on the point of falling by the hands of the natives : yet, lUMwirhllanding, and fplio of 
my folicitations, the commodore was inflexible; and as it came to an iflue, wiietla^u' wo 
chofe to rifle unarmed an attack from the favages, or give up our intended exeiii flon, 
I made no hefitation about my choice. It will ju'efenlly be feen to whcil danger we were 
expofed from the pcrveiTity of the captain. 

It was not long lieforc we diftinguifhed on the fouth fide of Oyfler Bay a great fire, 
which, as it mull have been kindled by the favagevS, gave us Iiopcs of meeting with 
them in that direftion ; \vc landed at that point therefore, and our expectations were 
realized: fourteen natives, fea‘[cd round this fire, nxeived us witli tranfportvS of fur- 
prife, 'admiration, and pU.'afure. Modi, medi, were the firfl words with wliich they 
addrefl'ed us. We feale/i ourfelves, and they in a group about us ; tlu^* (du-f of the 
favages were armed with fpears, the red witli clubs; they laid them by their fide; 
^nd M. Roiig('t, the cockfwain, who accompanied us, and to whom we confiJcd our 
mnfquet, placed it on the ground, refolved not to part with it from his lide, led any 
native fliould Ipring upon and bear it olF to the woods, a precaution rendert'd ncceflary 
from fpccimcns of fiinilar conduct on the part of the favages before met with in the 
channel. 

" Our arms thus depiofited, we mutually gazed on each other for fome feconds. The 
natives were anxious to feel the calves of our legs, and our broads ; we complied 
readily in this particular with all they wiflicd, and rejicatcd Ihouts exprelVed thi'ir fur- 
prile at the whitenefs of our Ikin ; but gradually they fought to carry their relearches 
flill lartluT ; poflibly they doubted if we \vm? of fimilar conformation altogether with 
thcmfelves ; or, perhaps, tiu’y wiflied to determine our fex. Whichever might be the 
caulc, they folicited this extraordinary examination with-fo much obdinacy and 
earnednefs, as fcarcely admitted of rcfufal. Perceiving, however, our repugnance, 
they no longer infided, with relpeft to us, on the profecution of their enquiry, but 
were abfolute with refpeft to (uie cl our failors, who, owing to his youth, and his 
being without a beard, feemed di- mod fit object to verify or dirjirove their conjcclures. 
Ihis young man, at my requed, confeniing to gratify their purmfity, the favages 
feemed delighf(‘d ; but fooir as they j:)erceived him to be formed like thcmfelves, 
they all at once fet up^luch loud fhouts of adonifliment and joy, as perfedlly dunned 
us. 

While they wtre thus minutely examining us, I myfelf was employed in obferving 
them with the molf proicumd attention. Mod of them were young men, from fixteen 
to tvvcnty-fivc ; two or three feemed between thirty and five and thirty ; one alone, 
the eldeft of all, was l)et\^ccn fifty and five and fifty ; he alone wore the (kin of a 
kangaroo over his fhouldcrs : the others were perfectly naked. Generally fpeaking, 
all of them were of tolerable Iioight for their years. Among the full grown men, one 
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of them was i meter 786 millimeters high* ; but he was much more flender and 
lean than his companions : all the others dilFered in ftature, between i meter 678 
millimeters tj and i meter 732 millimeters One alone among them had his hair 
powdered with the duft of red ochre ; he was a young man, from twenty-four to 
twenty-five y(i;:'-s of age, «alled Bara Ooroo/ of a more handfome form than the 
others, but wiiy the charactcriftic vices of proportion of his race ; that is to fay, that, 
with a well lhaped head, broad and ilefliy flioyldcrs, an ample chefi:, and very muf- 
cular buttocks, all his extremities W'ere lank and weak, efpecially«the legs ; his belly 
alfo was too big for the red of hir. body. 

Their countenances wen; very expreflive : the paffions were depicted on them for- 
cibly, as with rapidity they fucccedcd each other ; their features, equally flexible with 
their afledfions, change and are modified with them : frightful and brutal when they 
threaten ; their phyfiognomy, when they are fufpicious, exprefles inquietude and per- 
fidy ; and, when they laugh, is gaily frantic," and ahnoft convulfed : in the more old, 
it is mournful, Hern, and fombre ; but, generally fpeaking, in all, whatever time ob- 
ferved, tlieir look has fomewhat in it finifler and ferocious, which cannot efcape the 
eye of the diligent obferver, and which but too fully correfponds with their 
charader. 

After fome inflants dedicated to wonder, and the examination of each other, 
M. Petit played otf fome juggler’s tricks, w'hich much diverted them, and excited the 
molt whimfical demonftrations of plealure and enthufiaftn : but nothing to them was 
fo much a fubjod of aftonifiunent, as to fee M. Rouget flick a pin into the calf of his 
leg, without exhibiting any fymptom of pain, or caufmg’a fmgle drop of blood to 
flow. At this prodigy they looked at each • other in filence, as if to fignify their 
amazemen* ; and afterwards fimullaneoufly they fliouted like madmen. Unfortunately 
for me, among the prelentsmade them were fome pins ; one of the party, felicitous of 
afcerlaining whether I participated the infenfibility they had juft admired, approached 
filently and ihruft a pin flrongly into my calf. I could not refrain from crying out 
loudly on the occafion, and this the more from being taken wholly by furpril'e. * 

In the mean time, M. J’etit and myfelf availed ourfelves of the moment, and the 
good dirpofiiion at the time of the favages : while he was employed in taking the 
likeiiefs of that one of the 'party whole regularity of features, expreflion of coun- 
tenance, and form, ftruck us the moil, 1 endeavoured, by means of the words I 
had been able to collect in the cliannel, to make them comprehend our friendly fen- 
tiinents towards them j in this converfation making great ufe of gefLo'es, the meaning of 
which they feize with a readincls difficult for us to conceive. 

Now it was that our interview became truly interelling : feated pcll-mefl amid the 
aflies of their fire, we feemed mutually fatisfied with each other. 1 feized this occa- 
lioii fo favourable to my defigus, and made a number of queftions, confining myfelf 
exdufively to thole moll ealy of comprehenfion ; by fu :h means I fucceflively obtained 
an anlwer to the woi’ds, to gape, to burn one’s fell, to pifs, to go to llool, to break 
wind, laugh, cry, whiftle, blow, fpit, give a box o’ the eaV, tit, untie, wreftle, tear, 
flrangle, eriidari, &:c. ('vc. In general they polfefs great difeernment : they under- 
flood with much facility the meaning of my, gefluresj feemed in ar> inftant to com- 
prehend them, and repeated with much complacency the \vord;> 1 did not at lirlt 
exprefs with propriety. 

I muff not here omit one very fnjgular obfervation I made : they feem to have no 

• 5 feet JO?, inches Englifli. -j- 5 feet 6 indies Englifli. 1 5 feet 8 inches Englifli. 
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idea of faluting by means of a kifs. In vain did I fucceffively addrefs myfelf to many 
for the purpofe of making, them apprehend what I defired to learn, and approach my 
face to theirs ; they exhibited uniformly on the occafion, that furprife confequent on 
an unufual and unknown aftion, and*in the fame manner I had remarked among the 
natives of the channel Dentrecafteuxt And when on lAy faluting them, I enquired 
gouanariina, (what is this called), nidego (I know not, I do not comprehend,) was 
their conftant reply, The adion of embracing (careffe) was not lefs ftrange to them : 
in vain by gefture did I ftrive to learn their expreffion for this token ot endearment ; 
their wonder dpoke their ignoraKcc, and nidego ferved to confirm me in the alTurance 
of their having no conception of its meaning. Thus thefe two adions, which with us 
appear fo natural, kiffing and affedionately embracing, are apparently unknown to 
thefe ferocious and barbarous people. Still, I wifii not to eftablifh as a pofitive fact 
the conjedure I here announce ; but to what I have previoufly obferved, I muff, add, 
that whether in Diemen’s Land, or New Holland, I never once faw a lavage embrace 
another of his own, or even of a different fex. 

I have already noticed the changeablenefs of thefe favages, and little time elapfed 
ere we had a new and extraordinary exhibition of this charafteriffic. While M. Petit 
and myfelf were moft intent on our refearches, we fuddenly heard loud exclamations 
from the interior of the forelt. The favages inftantly fprang up, feized their arms, 
and direded their looks, expreflive of fierccncfs and furprife, towards the fea. They 
feemed. greatly, agitated ; at length we diffinguilhed one of the boats of our veffels 
failing along the coaff a fliort diflance from us : I had no doubt but thi§ boat, dif- 
cemed by a kind of centinels, probably their wives, ftalioned for the purpofe on 
rocks or high trees, was the caufe of their agitation and alarm. Other cries were 
fliortly after heard ; and as thefe moft likely announced the boat's leaving the Ihore, 
their fears feemed in meafure to fubfide : I took occafion now to endeavour to make 
them comprehend that the men they faw were, like ourfelves, friends j and that they 
nad nothing to look for from them but kindnefs and prefents ; they apparently under- 
ftood my proteftations and geftures, became compofed, and again laid down their 
arms. We now were folicitous, M. Petit of continuing t{> take their likeneffes, and 
myfelf of colleding other words of their language ; but their inquietude and diftrat- 
tion momentarily encreafed ; they refufed to anfwer my queftions, nor lels was the 
trouble M. Petit experienced in finilhing the drawings he had begun. 

By degrees they feemed to become more enterprizing ; they converfed with looks 
denoting great agitation, and when their eyes were directed^ towards us, their coun- 
tenance was more fombre and ferocious than before ; we hence conceived they medi- 
tated fome* violence ; but the mufqiict of M. Rouget, and the afpeft of this young man, 
one of the fineft and moft intrepid of our crew, appeared to keep them in awe. 
Whether out of curiofity, or widi fome perfidious intention, they were perpetually 
teazing him to fhoot the birds perched on the- neighbouring trees* : but we were too 
infufficiently lure of the value of our gun, and judged our fituatioh to be too critical tq 
comply with their req»eft ; our denial in confequence furniflied them with a frefh fub- 
jeft for fufpicion and inquietude. 

In proportion* to the increafe of thei» miftruft was their audacity. One of them 
« 

• How comes this ? M. Peron in every thing .he has related gives room for belief that his party were 
the firft Europeans feen by thefe favages j yet, here he makes them acquainted with the ufe of a miifquct, 
which they could only know from having (con it fired and witneffed its efFe6l : fQr, otherwife, they could 
*'not from Us appearance and want of point, imagine it to be a wcapou capable of killing birds, or of being 
ufed fucccfsfully as a miffile, Tr. . 

8 * inliiled 
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infifted on having the waiftcont I wore, which by its lively colour had excited his atten- 
tion. I had refufed his iterated demand of it before in a manner which I thought 
would have prevented rcpciilion ; but, when lead aware, he laid hold of it, and 
pointing his fpear at my bread, feemed emphalicafly to fay “ Give it m or you arc 
a dead man.” In fuch a critical jiofition, to iftve lliewn anger had been dangerous, 
for the vvrctcli w^tiild undoubtedly have run me througii ; 1 iherehu’e alfecled to con- 
Itder ins threat as a mere joke, and, fei/,ing th(? point oi his ipcar, pointed to liou- 
get, whole gun was hvelled at liim, at the fame time uttering ifte lifiijjle Moot'd mala’, 
whieit in tlieir language fignifus de:;th ; lie untkilioixl me, and wiriulrew his fp.-ar, 
alfuminff asnuieli inui'lerenee as il iu- had done nothin'^ to eive oll 'nce. 

I had iVarccly i-fcapcd Irom this peril heh^'c 1 found naylelF coniproiniied :ii a man- 
ner ii'noi equally .Fcarfu! at leait very uiq ;ealiiiit. Oiu' oF the !eeo; quio rinqs 1 wore 
in my ears h.aviun; excite d the cupidity of another lavage, he paded llily beiuiul me, 
e.nd puttin'); his FincM* through if, tugged it with lb much llrciigih as VvOuTd iiiFaiiibly 
have torn my ear had not the ritig opened. 

When we refiecl that thefe men had as it were bccai loaded by us with prefenis, fuch 
as mirnu"s, knives, b('ads, p(':irls, handkcrchic'fs, fnuir-boxes, that 1 had llrip- 

ped myleli lor them of my coat bullous, which being of gilt copper had If ruck tfiem by 
tl)(‘ir Ihining iqqvearance, and that, without exacting return, \vclrad fubmitted to all their 
caprices and iiitisfied all thedr wiliu's, — one can but wonder at their injuflicc and per- 
fidy ; nay, 1 may FaFolyafiirm lhatd:)ut for M. Roiigct, who kept them in (jheck witii his 
dreadful weapon, M. Petit and mylelF would certainly have fallen victims to thefe 
brutal defperadoes. 

h'or my pan, irom natural difpofition as much as from principle, no one could have 
felt more dilpofed than myfelf to bear with their trilling and caprice, but I mull freely 
owmihat iheir every nefirm carried witliit a lliovvof fuch perlidioiiFiiefs and ferocity, as 
revolted ruCi only me but my companions alfo ; and, connecting what 1 hav(j recently 
clcpictvd with wdiat luul previoully occurred to a varit'ty of our companions in the 
channel of Dojitrecallc'aux, the deduction follows that no one lliould irult himlblf 
ainone; tln'fe people witho’^t fullicient means to reffrain their ill-will, or repulfe their 
attacks. But tliis camion is not only nccelfary with the race w^e now treat of, it is 
ccmally reqiiilite with all lavage or llightly civllined people, as is evidently lliewn in all 
narrativ(\s of travellers. Even in ihofe cfuiiioies, the iiiluibitants of which arc molt 
extolled for the gentlenefs ol their character, Euro|)eaiis, when by themfeives, or in 
flight jrarties. have been, in great danger, and oficniiiues have la: !cn the victims of 
their libenil but miiplac(’d confidence. A diicullion on this head, however, is too 
little connecled with this work to admit of my enlarging on the intcreiting particulars 
it mi'/ht turnifli, and winch on fome future occafiou I mean to collecl in one 
wxirk. 

Idred ol* the ungenerous procedure of the favagvs cf Maria I (land, I refolved on 
piitiing ail end to our jx'rilous interview ; but delirous of repeating certain experiments 
1 had made' in the channel on the phylical llrength of the’ inhabitants of thefe coun- 


♦ Matun* in tlic Spanifli tou^Mio, iiLniififs to kill# The SpaniarJf> received jJic word from tlic 
Ar.ihi\;iib. It ladically I'lebrcw. flD (ouiwt) i.s the mot, and liquifies death, ^wlicncV alfo, mors, mort, 
and mneil'vc, of the lame nicanin^j^ in iaoiii, I'lcmdi, and Spanifli. 1 1 ccrtaiidv is Inigidar that ihi’i woid, 
pu fuinjilivtiy oT’.i- of the oldell in the lanppiiine ot UhIV favagOL., flioidd have the fame meaninjt> it had 
with ll‘f oUlell nation of which wl have any tujthentic hillory^ and make^ one regret that M. Pt ton Ihoulvl 
not liave <;iven the vocabulary heiiotie/:8 his having obtained, as itrobubly il furuifhes other afTiniUts to the , 
Ikhrew. 'Fr. 
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I fent for the dynamometer of Regnicr which I had in the boat, in hopes the 
figure and ufe of the inilr.ument would attraft the attention of the ferocious men whole 
powers I meant to afeertain. 1 was not deceived ; the inflrnment was a fuhjefl of 
admiration, and I had fome difficulty in preventing its being broke. After f])ccil'ying 
its ufe by means of a variety ol CJcpeJiinents made for fhis purpofe bv ourfelve'S, we 
induced them to try tiieir fhengtli by it ; already feveii individuals hial undergt)nc> the 
trial, when one ol them, who had .not been able to raile the needle fo high as me, 
feemed vexed on 'he occafion, and, as if to give the lie dirert to its Ifateineiit, feized 
me by the wrlif, and apjtarently defwxl me to diletigage myfelf from his grafjr. After 
fume efforts, 1 at length fucceeded : but grafping his wrill in turn with all my (tretigih, 
in Ipile ol all he could do, he found ft iinpolTible tit ivleafe himlell. d'his proof of 
his inferior iirength feemed at oitce to cover him with cottfnlion, tinJ roufe his 
anger. 

Hitherto lilt old man I have before fpoken of bad preferved ilte deep fl ftlence ; 
but, after wittit fittd taken place, he addrelfcJ a lew words to hi'; coimirv inen : with- 
out their feemlng to be Uttered as an order, they produced fudi effect fliat no one 
afterwards would touch the dynamometer. 

Before we parted, 1 thought it riglit to leave tltem fome frt 111 tokens of our bene- 
volence : with this intent I approached tlie old man, a.nd ndcing him by the haml jn an 
aftedlionatc manner, prelented iiim a giafs boitl ■, a knife, two gilt buttons, a white- 
handkerchief, fee. ; at the fame time i lignified that we w- rc alw.it to depart, but 
would return to vifn hiuj again with fn-di prefents for himfelt and comivani' ms. He 
feemed the better pleafed with ihefe luff jirclents, from iinde-rfianding we weiir about 
logo; he fmiled with a look of fati-sfaction, but which at the fame time was mingled 
with fomevvhat lavage ami ciifquict. 

While 1 was thus taking leave of the olvl nian, Petit wi)o was aihxioiis lo (H>raia 
a fpear, had bartered a mirror lor one ; 1 alfo was fi)licitous oi a club, and liad already 
procured it, when the ra\a>g(‘s, fuddeiily recollecting lIiendeKa s, iiiatrln d bac'k thele 
\^-eapons, and all fiine.ltancouily making a ioud outcry, tinvaiened us wiih iliAv W'\a- 
pons in filch manner that T\k Rcniget wiis obliged lo luudiv in oivlk-r to inti- 

midate them, at the fame rime poiniing lus piece at the one wlio Idemed the mod inve- 
terate againfl me. d'his was the fame liara-Ooroo, ivho 1 liavf‘ I.)’ hire i]o:iced Vv:i;s 
the handi’oineH; man of the party, and xWioie likeiiefs M. iViit li.ui jul! efanj)le:dd v. i.h 
much nicefy. 

After this laft a‘51: of violence we liad not an inflant to Ipl'e in reacjiiug the (hore ; 
hut, appreliciifive left ihefe men flfould llii*ow Hones, or hm'l llk'ir Ij^ ars at us as we 
retreated,^ an attack of which uei'..} ijdtion, from whait liad happened iii file ciKiniie!, was 
not luwv to us, w’c agreed liial fvk Petit and irivleli fliouKl go before, while IM. iC ve.get 
vvitii his mulijiu't fliould clofe die I'his jiri'caiuion prevented a.ny arcideiU ; we 

regained our boat, and n*r the bottom ol the bay, dlie n;i!i\es lor fome lime 

kept a parallel courie to ihaj we wamt, but perceiving twa^ of our boais, the crews of 
wliich were dragging^lor byflcrs, they j)Iiinged into the londls ; and li‘om that inltaiit 
no one made his appearance again on thi.s p*art ol the coafl. 

I have been thus minute in the ilefcripl^ou ot this long and m ar!y kital interview, to 
enable the reailei l.o lorm the better judgtnciir of the dillivehy which travellers 
meet with in their inttn-courfe with favages, and to Ihevv tiie impracticability of 
foftening the natural ferocity of their difpofition, or removing ilu ir ilbvvill towards 
ftrangevs. 

Wc now reached the extrjnnity of Oyftcr Bay, and travcrfing the iflhmus on foot, 

arrived 
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arrived at the tombs, of which M. Petit made an exad draught. After this we returned 
to our vcfl'el. 

While thus employed on Maria Ifland, three boats, difpatche*d nearly at the fame 
inftanr, were exploring all tlie neighbouring parts c5f Dieincnhs Land and the conligiujus 
iliands. One ol them underline command of the elder lu'cvcincd, was ordi-rc’d to pro- 
ceed towards thedoiuh, and vifit all that purtion o[ the coalt oi Diemen's laiiid coin- 
prized between the cape opp.oide t(^ the iouihe];n point of Maria Iflaud, called by us 
(."ape Bernier *and Freileric ileiirick’s Point, where the furvey 'of our vellels ter- 
minated. Within this fpacv', luppofing il'ie chai;t oi lliifman to be CMrr'_\ct, would be 
comprized the Bays of Marian and Frederic ilciuic. \v^c Hiall fhortly fee that tlie 
chat t was in thisj)oint correct. 

M. iMwcinct the younger, in the f ‘con I boat, was hkcwiCc to take his departure 
from Ciape BcTiiit r, proceed northward to the p'arallel of Shoiiten Iliands, and furvey 
that pan (d i.h(‘ce>a(i ol Diemen’s Land opj)nhfd Maria Ifland. 

Lallly, the third boat cariied tlic (iigineer Fanre, dirccled to explore Schouten 
lllands, uhich liad only been curlbrily furveyed by dalhian. In this lull boat M. Bailli 
nnuie one of the ]iart\. 

\V(‘ lljall nov. dv.‘teil the principal refnlts of theie three explorations ; 

I hat ot ih.e elder M. FrcycincL was of eight days’ diiraiion, and furnlflicd the follow- 
ing acxcarm ; Belwech Capa Bernier on the north, and (tlape l’’i ederle lienrick on the 
lt.vjth, li'o; id.iriaii i3;iv. Lxpuled to all the‘ wiiuls between the foiilh and eafl., it is, 
j)ro|>erly Ipaaldng. an opt-ii roadd-’d of liule leciiritv, notuiil'ibintiing it fias alrnoft 
c\e)y wlierc' luiliuent deg.'tli oi water, and an excc Heat bottom. All Uic northern fide 
ol tliisbiiy, irom Cape* ii^.rnier tc; Surl Foinr, ct-nhds of high lands ; the coafl may be 
neinad piatty dole : it alio prei' Ois r.-.ony final! raves in which boats imiv lind Ihcltcr, 
prv>vid‘‘d the call winds do iku blow wii!'] loo gre;u violence. From Surt Point to the 
entiwuc; ot Frederic llenrick’s Bay, cl winch 1 tied! ipeak fliortly, extends a fandy beach, 
cxinmeiy lir.t, and deicrih/lng a pretty rej'ular curve. d'h^call: v.ind, which blew at 
this lime/’ fays M. IL Fre\cinct, occafioiied on this long fhorc adiasullul furf : tlfc 
tea broke wiiii violences and„\vas whir-amd wiiii hee.m tht‘ ipace of feveral cables’ length. 
Siill, deliri .'us ol, keeping near to ihon: as pollihl'.*, 1 flood in, bur in a little time was 
fui I'ouiided by iucii lugh and hravy Wdves that 1 was uirKt neceility of getting further 
out with precipiiaiii D.” 

At ih(’ cxircinity ifl Marian Ikiyis aii opening whfffli coiiimimicatcs with that of Fre- 
deric lieiirit'k. i’his opening is nans Av, and its eadeni point is defe. dad by breakers, 
againfl wldch the lea dalhas with i;reat lorcc : liill ir is not in reality lo dangerous as it 
leeins ; and M. Freycinvil luuiw! in it tmve ieuhoms wafer. 'Fhe iiuerioi' of fhc bay is 
replete with lliallows and extenlive fand-banlis, which at low water a)*e dry. d1ie 
grealefl depth ol water oixurs in the lo,inheru jiart, and this coni'eqncnrly is the bed 
place of anchorage. In the Ibutli e:\ll is a final! rivir \vhi{'h bnnight down at this time 
a pretty confiderable volume (d iin'lh waft'r ; this a.lio is ot greater value, a.s :u the hot 
feafon ul the year, that which then reigned, :dl the iieignbburing parts td the con- 
tinent and the iilands ;;re nearly diellituie of tins anide. 'Fhe coi;ibvge,eiice of tins bay 
is further eiicrcalcd by the mulLiiudcs oflilh vihicli iwarm in it, and bv the facility with 
which wood may he ])rocLireti ; unioriimatcly it is ill fuiicd for large vcd'els, <>»: .n c- unt 
of the fand-banks by w Inch it is clioaked, and on Vvhich tlicre wouM be ua: ecr cf tacir 
running aground. . # 

Combining thefelail labours of M. 11. 1’VcycinCt with thofe of the engineer b^aure, of 
which we have fpoken in the preceding chapter, it appears^, 
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I ft. That Frederic Henrick^s Bay, with refpefl: to itspofition, iscorreftly laid down 
by Tafman. , . .A 

2d. That what is denominated Maroin Bay is only a road in froit of Frederic Bay, 
lo which Tafman affigned no diftinguilhirig name. 

3d. That Frederic Bay is perfeftly^a different bay to ftiat which under this name is 
defcribed in the chart of Dentrecafteaux, and which we termed BuachePort. 

4th. That the bay and port are divided by an ifthmus of fufficient brqgidth and height 
to prevent the" fea f^affing over it at any time. 

5th. That in this fpot no trace isJTeen of the channel of communication marked in 
the chart of Dentrecafteaux. 

6th. That the chart of Flinders, more exaft than the foregoing, inafmuch as it no- 
tices no fuch channel, is ftill defective in the polition it afligns to Frederic Hcurick 
Bay, which, according to the Englifh navigator of whom I fpeak, is the fame as the 
North Bay of the French chart. The pofition here given to it, however, is fuch as is 
refuted by a mere glance at the route and chart of Tafman- 

7th. That the charts of Tafman and Marian are more exaO: in the delineation of this 
portion of Diemen^s Land than thofe of modern navigators. 

8th. That Marion in this part made no new difeovery ; for, as well as it would have 
been impollible for Tafman to have recognized Frederic Bay, and take that furv.ey of 
it, for which we are indebted to him, without traverfmg and confcquently difeover^g 
Marion Bay, Jthis bay itfelf, as may be feen by comparing the draught of it by Tafman 
with our own, is more porrcdlly laid down by him than by Marion. .However, as 
cuftomhas fanftioned thefe denominations, wc fhall confine the diftm<JUon of Frederic 
Henrick Bay to the fmall port vifited by M. H. Freycintt ; and that gf Marion Bay to 
the large roadfted in front of the port, compfized, as we have before noticed, between 
Cape Bernier on the north, and Frederic Henrick Cape fouthward. 

9th. And, finally, that the extent between Monge Bay, Buache Port, and Marion 
and Frederic Henrick Bays, forms a new peninfula, which, on the fouth, is united to 
that of Tafman by the ifthmus defcribed in the preceding chapter, and which, towards 
the north, is conneded with the refidue of Diemen’s Lanii by the laft mentioned ifth 
mus. This fccond peninfula, to which we gave the name of Foreftcr’s Peninfula, is 
conjpofed of high lands, which almoft fuddeiily flope towai'ds the two iffhniules : on 
this ^Angular conformation wemuft make fomc fhort remarks. 

Cafting the eye over the chart of the fouthern extremity of Diemen’s Land, one is 
furprized at firft at the number of ifthmufes on this eaftcrii egaft : thus, Bruny ifthmus. 
North ifthmus, thofe of Foreftier and the ifland Maria, arc, as it were, heaped toge- 
ther ; and another again will fhorily be noticed, compofed of the land defcribed by pre- 
vious navigators as iflands under the name of Schouten. All thefe ifthmufes are ex- 
tremely low and narrow, and prefi nt a truly remarkable contrail: to the contiguous lands, 
moftly confifting of high mountains ; from this circumitance it follows that, in order 
not to be miftaken as to th^ real form of the coaft, the furvey inuft be made at but a 
Ihort diftance, as whert afar off, the exiftence of thefe ifthmufes cannot be diftinguiflied : 
to this alfo is to be attributed the errors with refpeft to them of Tafman, Furneaux, 
and Flinders, ^f^d that likewife in the chart of Dentrecafteaux. It will readily be 
conceived, in fact, that the engineers ol this laft navigator not being able to advance 
yond Fox Point, — and being there at too great diftance to perceive the very low ifthmus 
at the extremity of Frederfc Bay, qr any other l&nd, as indeed there is only the open 
**fea beyondj — it will, I fay, be readily conceived that they might, nay, that they ought 
to conclude on tfie exiftencctof a direct communication between the North Bay, in 

which 
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'which they were, and the Frederic Bay of Tafman, which they knew to lay in that 
direftion, Thu^*U is that phyfical and geological obfervations* too much neglected by 
common geographers, are capable oftentimes of throwing a light on, and Sccafionally 
of folving, difficulties of this defcription, delicate in themfelves, and of utmoft in(| 
portance to navigators, • 

The miffion c^’ M. FrCycindt the younger was not of equal difficulty with that I have ’ 
laft defcribcd ; nor was it of long duration, as this officer, who left the ftiip on the 
2oth, returned on the evening of the 22d. At a ffiort diftance noAh of Cape Bernier, 
he difeovered an extenfive fait marffi which, by a narrow opening, tchoked with 
fhingles, communicates W'thj^he fea. Beyond this marfli, and oppofite to the northern 
iflet, he found a finall port, at the bottom of which many rivulets difeharged a brackilh 
water ; fome of thefe rivulets, however, Icemed to him likely in the rainy feafon to 
furnilh frefher water : this little cove he named Port Montbazin. He thence purfued 
his ccurfe towards the north : ffiortly he found himfelf abreaft of a large cape, which 
he denominated Bougainville. Here the coaft takes a direction north-north-weft, and 
forms, in a parallel with the fouthern extremity of Schouten Ifland, a fmall creek, of 
tolerable depth, but every where expofed to winds from the fouth-by-eaft. Here ter- 
minated the furvey of M. L. Freycinct : remains now we fhoulckgivc the refult of the 
miffion of M. Faure.to the fo named Schouten illands. 

North of Maria Ifland, on all the general or partial charts of thefe regions, is laid 
down a long chain of iflands, which, under the name of Schouten iflands, projoi^l along 
the eaftcrmfide of Diemen’s I.and, leaving a wide channel,, or rather a long ftrait, 
between them and the land. Difeovered firft by Tafman in 1G42, they were more ex- 
actly noticed by Furncauxin 1770 ; and Captain Flinders in i799coafled along them 
at a fhort diftancc. The united labours of thefe navigators fo juftly celebrated did not 
admit of our doubting the land here defcribcd was really divided into iflands ; but, as 
no one of the tlirce had penetrated the ftrait between them and Diemen^s Land, 
M. Faiire was dircclod to eireit its furvey. * 

After confting along Diemen’s Land till abreaft of Cape Bougainville, in courfe of^hc 
19th of February, in the morning of the 20th heftcered for the molt fouthern of thefe 
fuppofed iflands. By eleven, he perceived an iflet dircftly in his track : Wc then,*^ 

faid M. Bailli, began to diltinguifli a very ftrong and highly difagrcoable finell, which 
gradually augmented the nearer we approached the iflets ; when, but at fliort dmance 
from its flioies, we found them covered witli feals, (phocas). The large’*, which were 
of a yellowifli colour, viere couched on the higher parts ; while- the ftnaller, which 
feemed to be black, filled the cavities in the lower part of the rock. The Ihorc was 
rather ftcep, fo that, when one of the feals in the upper part wiflied to defeend it glided 
down generally, and bore before it thofe in its way below. This rock is furrounded by 
very deepwater; the plummet, at two boats’ length diftant, giving fourteen fathoms, 
with a bottom coverejd with fea-weed, goemons and fucas, which rofe to the level with 
the furface. 

At four in the evening, M. Faurc landed from a fmall inlet adjoining the fouth-weft 
cape of Schouten ifland, which received his name. This ifland,” continues M. 
Bailli, is entirely formed, on its eaftern falc, ol high and vci*y Itefjp granitic moun- 
tains, rarely covered with vegetation, and moft commonly prefcnting the bare rock. 
The weftern coaft, more uniform, and of gentler flope is formed of horizenta! layers : 
covered with wood, it is ofpleafing appearance, aijdis eafy*of accefsfrom a fandy beach 
in front.” E. S. E. of cape Fuure are feven fmall rugged iflets, projefted iu front cf 
the S. E. point of Scouten ifland : we called them Taiilefer iflets, from the worthy 
phyficiau of whom we foon fhall have to make particular mention. 

9 After 
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After furveying the whole weftem coaft of Schouten ifland, in courfe of the morning 
of the *11 ft February M. Faurc found himfelf oppofite to the little ftadt which feparates 
this ifland from a fecond land, which he then took for another of tWSchouten iflands. 
** This channel” fays the conipanioh of M. Faure, “ is very deep, prefents in every 
part fufficicnt room for tacking between Xiigh and very ftcep ^ores, at the bafe of which 
there is not lefs than eighteen fathoms water.” We have hWned it in our chart the 
Strait of the Geographe, in memory cjf the veflel to which we owe the furvey of this 
portion of Diemen’s Land. 

On crolfing the ftrait of the Geogi»iphe, M. Faure intended to make towards the 
north to reconnoitre the eaftern coaft of Scouten iflands, ^nd afterwards enter the fup- 
pofed ftrait between them and Diemen’s Land: but vainly was the whole of the 21 ft 
and 22d empkiyed in fearch of this ftrait ; fo that, finding no paflage whatever, he was 
obliged to return on the 23d to the channel of the Geographe, in order to coaft on the 
weftern the fame lands of which he had furveyed the eaftern fides. About noon he 
landed from a fmall inlet, on the fouthern extremity of what he then deemed the fecond 
of the Scouten iflands ; and as the weather from the evening of the day before 
had beentempeftuous, he refolved on halting here till next ntorning, and this the more 
willingly, from the crew, who had not bceti on Ihore for two days, being exhaufted with 
fatigue. 

M. Bailli availed himfelf of <hfe landing to make fome ufeful obfervations on this 
point. “ High granitic mountains,” fays he, “ the fiiminits of yhich were ahnoft; en- 
tirely naked, form the whole of the eaftern coalt of this part of Dienieii’s Land ; 
they rife fuddenly from their bafe ; the lands which unite them to each other are 
extremely low, and imperceptible a flio'rt way out at fca. I'o this Angular conftitu- 
tion is undoubtedly owing the errors of thole navigators by whom w'c had been pre- 
ceded in thefe parts, and by whom thofe mountains were iniltaken for lb many 
iflands. Wo have before remarked that the eaftern Ihore of thefe i>retended iflands 
is ftcep, wild, and fterile ^ and that of the weft low, pleafing, aiul covered with 
woosd: this contraft, noticed as well by my friend M. Feron in the ifland Maria, is 
afluredly a confequence of the fame phyfical caufe. 'I’hk part is ,alfo occafionally 
inhabited by man ; lor in many parts we diftinguifiied veftiges t)f fires and meaks.” 

The 24th February was palled in ai’cending towards the north, parallel with the 
weft^S^ coaft of Schouten iflands : but impetuous Iqualls fpringing up from the foutli 
fcarcely allowed fufficient time for our travellers to feek refuge to leeward of a fmall 
ifland, which, from its value at this critical inflant, they termpd the lilet of Refuge. 
“ It is,” according to Mr. Bailli, “ about a quarter of a league from the Ihore, and 
conflits mefely of a granitic flat, which rifes but a few feet above the water ; is covered 
W'ith trees, but affords no trace of IVelh water.” 

The furvey of the weftern coaft was completed on the 25th, and any doubt refpeft- 
dng its conftituiion which might before have cxifled was by that time completely re- 
moved. In fa£t, after makin^in fucceftion the circuit of feveral inlks of tolerable depth, 
divided from the caller* fea' by low and fandy necks of land, on one of which they dif- 
covered a large pond of frefli water, our companions found themfclves at the extremity 
ofabay, the coarfls of which they carefully furveyed. “ This bay,” fays Mr. Bailli, 
“ runs fifteen miles in .land, and is four leagues wide at its mouth : the bottom is good, 
and the founding? conftantly from 5 to 14 fathoms : it is fheltcred from all winds, ex- 
cepting thofe from the S. by E. to S. E. and is covered in great mealure even fronf* 
tjiefe by Maria Ifland and the Ifle of Seals. Its capacity will admit of anchorage for any 
number ol Ihips j wood may rqadily be obtained, as the country abounds in forefts, and 

' 8 ■ , the 
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the coaft is aceflible to the fmalleft boats; nor would any difficulty occur m taking ia 
water from the l^e pond on the pcniufiila we havcjuft.no,vv'*mentioned ^'he ap- 
pearance of the bay is moreover, picturefquc, is two chains of lofty mountains of parallel 
direftion embracing the whqle ffiore, and giving it the appearance of a beautiful v dley 
invaded by the waves. ip • 

Thefe dif]’erci?t obfervations afford the following conclufions : 

ifl:. That of the five ifiands, marked on clrArts hitherto under the denomination of 
Schouten, one alone has aclual exillencc. • ' • 

2d. That the coaft which extends from the UGrrtli ca'i')c of this ifland of Sehouten to 
Jat. 41 6' S, conftitutes a new pcniiilula, to winch we have given the name of Treycinib 
Peninfula. 

3d. 'rhat no other channel or firait exifis but that between Schoiitcn Illand and 
Freycind. Peninfula. 

4th. That the w’holc fpace comprifed between the prctcntlcd Scouten Ifland and 
Diemeids Land forms a large and very handfome bay, denoininated Fleurieu Bay, in 
honour of the illiilirious Savant to whom France and its navy arc indebted fi)r fo many 
valuable works. 

5th. I’hat Diemen’s Land, previoufly aggrandized by us by the addition of the penin- 
fulas I'afnian and Buache, is filll further enlarged from our lad fiirvey by tlie adjundion 
of all the Sehouten ifiands, one only excepted. * * 

Finally, thefe relldis from thefe different conclufions, that our furvey fo minutely 
compreheiuis all the geographic detail of tliis part of Diemen’s Land, that it may be 
looked upon as one of the mod complete that could be made on a fimilar expedition. 

Thefe operations being thus terminated we fot fail in the afternoon of ilie 27th Feb. 
and direded our courfe round the foutheni part of the ifland Maria. But before we 
leave it entirely, let us exhibit a fummary view of its phyfical conditution ; a view which 
1‘eems to me the more rcquifitc from this conffirution being in great rneafurc the fame as 
that of the neighbouring lands, and especially of Sehouten Iffimd and I'Veycind Peninfula, 

Maria Illand, difeovered in 1642 by i\bcl Tafman, is fituate on the eadern fide^ of 
Diemen’s Land, in lat. 42' S. long, i 45'’ 54' K. of the meridian of Paris; the 
oblervation being calulated for the foutli point of Oyder Bay. It is of very irregular 
figure ; wide, and more lofty on the Qprth and fouih ; it is very narrow t()\vards/.^ihe 
middle, fo much fo, as in one part to prefent an illhmus but 250 or 300 paces Btoad ; 
and here its elevation above the fea fcarcely cxccctivS 1 o or 1 2 meters 'iT:e geographical 
pofition of this illand, its* expofure to the polar winds from tluMbulh, its little extent, 
the loftuuTs of its two parts on the N. E. and wS. E. the comiguiry of the higft mountains 
of Diemen’s Land, the plan of the ifland, fo greatly narrowed near the middle that its 
two extremities embrace little but the fea, and, ladly, inarfhcs of tolerable extent on the 
north fide of the Bay of Oylters; thefe are collective circumdances tending much to 
diminifli the proportio;! of heat it experiences* In faci, notwithdandiug we were on the 
ifland during the hotleft feafon in thefe countries, the cx]rcmc of heat during our flay 
did not exceed 15'’ of Reaumur t while the mean of heat was'^ia, c/ of Reaumur 
The nights efpecially were very cold, for at about four in the* morning the mercury 
fcarcely maintained iifelfin the therinometeV at 8*’ Reaumur - Tlip caufes we have 
pointed out tending to ditninifh the decree of warmth felt on this ifland concur to render 
the atmofphere on the other hand much moreTiiimid. Hence mids are very common, 
fnd night and rnorjning the fuminhs of the iiipuntains !ire conftantly enveloped in 
vapour. 

* 32 to 39 Englifh feeU* + 59® of Falir. % Fabr. § 46, 4*" Fahr. 
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The foil participates in the charafter of the atmofphere ; wherever it is not rocky or 
fandy mis conftantly ifioifl:,Rnd the loweft parts are marlliy. 

Still, frclli water is a rarity in Maria Ifland ; nor will this appedV ftral|rc, attention being 
paid to the nature and conftitution of* the country. In the Bay of Oyfters we found 
only a verWparmg rill offreflt water on ihe fouth fide, and ^;^w pits dug by the natives 
on the borders of the niarfiics of the north fide, iu which pits the wjtter was ftagnant 
and bad. In Riedle Bay Idifcovcred tw/) fmall rivulets, one at the foot of the hill of the 
tomb, the other o'n'the fame fliore, but nearer to the moiiih of the bay. The water of 
thefe two rivulets was excellent; ‘but as the anchorage in the ealt bay, if not impractica- 
ble, is at leaft very dangerous, their ( xiftence is of litt|^ value to navigation. The 
barometer, during our ftay, was fubjed to great variation ; many time.s the mercury 
funk from 28’’ 4' to 27'' 10' and even 27'’ g, 5'. The weather altogether much refein- 
bled the latter part of autumn in our country. 

The mineral production.s of the ifland arc not multiph-x, the generally granitic nature 
of the foil acts, in meafure, as an cxcliifton of any other fubflance. I’he granite we 
collcftcd is of two fpecies ; one very dark and fmall grained, is that of which the rocks 
on the fouth and fouth-caft are compofeil : this appears again on the fouthern coaft of 
the Bay of Oyfters, at the northern part of the fame bay, and, in flnort, feems to be the 
bafe of all the lefs elevated rocks. 'I'hc fccond fpecies is remarkable from its largQ;,, 
cryftalsof yellowiih feldtfpar airtlthe grcenifti hue of the mica, which, combined with 
quartz, •intervenes between the cryftals. This magnificent fpecies of granite, difeovered 
again by M. Bailli on the \’'urneaux iflands, was obferved by me cm Ricdle»Bay on the 
top of the hill of the tomb.s. All the maflTes of rock in the neighbourhood of the 
fecond rivulet of frefli water arc of thisYubftance ; and all the frowning peaks of the 
N. E. appear to be of fimilar nature. 

Of freeftone the varieties arc chiefly two ; the one primitive, compaft, of fine grain 
and hemogeneous texture, whitifh, and eliciting fparks ; it forms very large mafll-s, and 
obftruds the vallies which Ity between the granitic rocks, leaning on the fidcs of them ; 
of this fubflance alfo fome breakers appear to be compofed. The other freeftone, of 
fccondary origin and little confiftencc, is friable,,' and very calcareous ; it lies in hori- 
zontal beds in a very regular manner, reaching to the fuinmit of the granitic ramparts 
of d^eaftern coafts : its origin may be attrib||ted to a long fucceflion of calcareous 
de^ows. 

Among the mineral produdions of Maria Ifland, muft further be noticed an oxidated 
iron ore of a beautiful red colour, of an earthy grain, and argillticeous appearance : it 
is found in various parts of the ifland, and furniflies the natives with the chief ingredient 
for reddening their hair. 

Vegetable earth, commonly of liitlc depth in thefummits and fidesof the mountains, 
lies on the contrary in very thick beds in the vallies ; is of excellent quality, ftron^, 
*fat, and black, and when violently heated becomes red, announcing the prefence in 
large quantities of the oxide pf iron. In the marfhy fpots on the north fide of Oyfter 
Bay, this earth, formed almoft cxclufivcly of decayed vegetables, refembles peat. 

The fand of the fliore of Riedle Bay is darkifh, quartzy, and contains much of the 
detritus of marin? plants ; that of the flictre of Oyfter Bay, mixed with dccompofed 
ihells, is whiter, finer,*and more calcareous. 

In no part are there found any volcanic* fubftances, at leaft none were feen by us. 

Vegetation, generally fpeaking, floqrifties lefs on Maria Ifland thap on Diemen’s Land; 
its eaftern fide is too fteep and mountancous, and top piuch expofod to the winds to be 
very fertile, and that on the w,/.'ftis either too fandy or too marOiy to be producflve. 
Still the ifland from this fide has rather a pleafing appearance, feems well covered twith 

wood. 
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wood, and yields excellent herbage. With rcfpeft to its peculiar)f)lants I mud: notice 
in particular a new Aiecic^ of typha,' of the branches of which ^the natives make their 
pirogues, and hei^ have a great advantage over the favages of the channel of 
Dentrecafteaux. ' 

As to mammifcrous terr|ftHal anirrials, the only one I fawwas a fpecies |£dafyure, 
fcarcely fo large ^ a mourn: I obtained one of thcfe animals f live, in exchange for 
fome trifles, from a favage, who was about to kill jnd eat it. 

Mammifcrous lea animals were numerous on thefe fhores ; and kere we faw large 
fhoals of dolphins, and cetaceous fifh, with incalciilable.legions of feals. . Thefe lad 
animals alone arc fufHcient to give confiderable importance to Maria llland : to this 
fubjeft we fhall have occafionlit a future period again to advert. 

For birds, they mollly Ix'longcd to the dilferent fpecies we have before noticed in 
the channel of Dentrecafteaux, a particular kind of parroqiiet and a beautiful bulfmeh 
excepted, wl)ich was the firll of its fpecies wc faw. 

In the clafs of reptiles, we obtained feveral fpecies of lixards, one of which belongs* 
to a new genus, difl'ering from, but fomewhat refcmbling the fcincus. 

Of fifh, 1 obtained various new fpecies; likewife of infefts and cruftaceous animals. 
To this laft clafs of my acquifitions belongs a large fpecies of mai'a, of which wc every 
day caught fuch numbers as to be enabled to make a general diftribution of them to the 
mips’ companies. Among our teftaceous collection was a magnificent voluta undulofa, 
many of the turbo genus, a rofe-coloured helmet (cafque) of Angular beauty, an ele- 
gant tellina, a, variety of phafianelhc, which formed banks of great extent at different 
points of Oyfter Bay, and a valuable fliell-fifh, which feemed to me to conftitute a new 
genus, next to that of the trochus, and of whiclf a fpecies bearing fome refemblance is 
found in a foflilc ftate at Grignon, in the neighbourhood of Paris. Of foft zoophytes, 

I acquired three new kinds of fponge, an elegant medufa, feveral afeidies, and a beauti- 
ful actinia. But I again repeat it, the enumeration merely of thefe different objeds, 
however fuccintlly given, would occafion me much to exceed the bounds of a work of 
this nature. • 

CHAP. XIV. — Eajicrh Coajl of Diemen* s Land : — Banks* s Straits : — Ba/s*s Straits, 
[From the 15th of Februarf to the 29th of March, 1802.] 

IN the preceding chapter is feen that the iflets Tafllefer projed in front of Schouten 
llland ; they are feven in number, five of which are very confiderable rocks, more or 
lefs elevated above the water. Inceffantly beaten by a ftorrny fea, thefe illcts are bar- 
ren, much rent, of fanciful fhape, and of a dull and reddifli colour ; one alone, the 
inoft extenfive- of the groupe, exhibits the top pf fome languilhing and Hunted trees, 
Thefe iflets (bem of granitic fubllance, like the llland SchD'iten, from which they are 
fqiarated only by a naritiw channel, prefumptivcly of great depth. 

The Bland Schouten itfelf is, in every refped, one of thrf moll;, remarkable* fpots in 
thefe regions ; it is wholly compofed of lofty black mountains, and deep intervening 
vallies : the Hope of the mountains to the v^llies is rapid, and, as it were, llippery ; 
lefs fteep next the fea, they arc yet even in this part inacceflible. ^^fhe feaftern fide of 
thefe frowning mountains is abfolutely naked, apd defiitute of verJlure ; theif creft is 
di^gnilhed in many parts by granitic^needles, 'v^hich might, readily be miftaken for 
fo many columns railed by the hand of man. Towards the northern part pf the 
'voL^ Ki. ' ' 5 T ifland. 
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ifland, one of thefe rpcks bends over in fuch manner as to refemble an immenfe 
hook. This f'rightftkj coaft is waflied by a very deep fea. 

Between Schouten Iflan'd and Freycind Peninfula lies the ftrtdt'fif the Geographe, 
deferibed in the preceding chapter. • 

Diemeii's Lan^ terminates in this p^t with a large capfej^.^ from two to three hun- 
dred feet H%h, named Jby us Cape Degerando, in honoui^f the r^peftable Savant 
of that name. 

Beyond this cape the land rifes ftiH'highcr ; two groupcs of mountains fpring from 
the bofom of the waves, united .at tlicir bafe by a low and fandy ifthmus, vifible only 
when clofe to it, and which makes the two groupes appear like dillindl iflands. Thele 
high mountains arc of primitive formation ; they are of huge dimenfions, of an umber 
colour, rapid of declivity, naked, and rent in many parts ; from their I'urface, at inter- 
vals, folitary needles tower aloft : on their fecond rile the fides of them arc frequently 
fteep as ramparts. 

Thouin Bay, narrovy, but of little depth, and entirely open to tlie call:, fpreads be- 
tween theft! two malfes of mountains, which advance on either fide of it as if to form 
two great capes at its entrance : that of the fouth being the moll falient, and remarkable 
on account of its height and bold figure, we named Cape P’oreltier; it lies in 
latitude 42° 1 1' 23''''. 

From Cape Forefl-ier to thci ctqte which we denominated Lodi, the coaft prefents 
many fmall fandy inlets. Within the laft fpace, the land is much Icfs elevated than 
in the fouth ; 'but fhortly after it rifes again towards the Point St. Patrick qf Furneaux ; 
it appears to be well w6oded about this point ; and between the mountains pleafing 
vallies are diftinguifhed. On our palling all this part of the coaft, it was covered with 
..fires and columns of fmoke. 

From Point St. Patrick to St. Helena Point, the land continues rifing to a ftill 
greater height, leaning againft feveral levels, the laft of which ftretches far into the 
country. Some infular pt^ks rife at intervals from this long chain of mountains ; one 
of thefe, denominated Arcoli Peak, terminates in a very lharp point, and is of a 
pyramidical form, with three fides. The moft^remarkable.of thefe peaks is more than 
1 000 meters high * ; it refembles an itnraenfe cone, and is at a diftance of five or fix 
leagues in land : we called it Piton Champagny ; its diredion is fouth-weft of Point 
Sti.Pelena. 

At a Ihort diftance fouth of this fame point, in latitude 41" 23' 30^ fouth, is a fmall 
ifland, the more interefting from the circumftance of its ha\dng f^urnifhed frefli water, 
at a time when all the fources of the main were dried up, to thofe unfortunate com- 
, panions ctf our voyage whom we were obliged, as will be ;feen, to abandon on thefe 
difinal fliores ; wc called it Maurouard Ifland, in honour of the midihipman who com- 
manded the long-boat on the occafion to which I advert. 

The Bay of Fires of Furneaux occupies the interval comprehended between St. 
Helena and Eddyllone Points ; it is capacious, of very little dfepth, and open to all 
winds from the eaft. « The'eoaft of this long bay is formed of high primitive moun- 
tains, covered to their fummit with pleafing verdure ; Eddyllone Cape itfelf is very 
lofty and fteepi 

From this laft pojpt to Cape Portland the coaft rapidly declines ; in many places 
eveti it cdnfifts of uniform fandy dowps : ftill, in the interior, mountains are diftin- 

* 3*78 Englilh *feet. 
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guiflied; but proportionately as we approach the north, their dillance is greater 
from ftiore. . . " 

Somewhat beyond the Eddyftone Point is a narrow but deep inlet, full of breakers* 

Farther on are two groupes of rocks, extendirfg the fpace of a mile, and of Angular 
appearance : at firft fight jjtey might be mjllaken for the ruins of two l^r^ villages ; 
and, fo perfeft ^ the illwon, that even village fpires are niioiicked by the lofty 
ncedlfs of granite which rife above the other rogks. 

Irom Cape Degerando to Eddyftone Point, the caftern coaft ^of Diemen's Land 
follows the general direftion of from N. to S,; but, beyond it, from N. N. W. 
to S. S. E., as far as off Cape Portland,which is the north-caftern extremity. The coaft 
in this part is very low, and navigation dangerous, on account of the great number 
of rocks, many of which are level with the water. 

Cape Portland itfelf is extremely low, fcarcely even above the waves, as we lhall 
have occafion elfewhcrc to notice ; it forms the fouth point of Banks’s Strait, But here 
let us reft a moment, that we may firft; terminate what relates to the irivcftigation of 
the eaftern coaft of Diemen’s Land. 

Furneaux difeovered and vifited it firft in 1773 ; but, owing to bad weather, was 
unable to give a due attention to the lurvey of it : in his narrative indeed there is no 
detail either on the topography or navigation of this coaft ; he has even neglected to 
Tiotice the oblervations which ferved as the bafis for the draught of his chart. 

Captain Flinders, in 1 779, ran along this coaft at little diftance fropi fliosc, but 
made no alteration in the chart of Furneaux, nor himfclf afforded any particulars, 
cither nautical or topographical, refpeffing this part of Diemen’s Land. 

On thefe two points, our labours leave nothing to be defired ; for the unfortunate 
circumftances 1 have to relate occafioned us to run along this coaft repeatedly, and fo* 
near it, that any thing worthy of remark could fcarccly have efcaped our obfer- 
vation. 

The reader will doubtlefs call to mind, that on the zytb February in the morning, 
we failed from Oyfter Bay with intention, after doubling Maria Ifland on the fouth,*of 
proceeding to tiie examination of the eaftern coaft. Fortunate hitherto in all our opera- 
tions at Diemen’s Land, we were in hopes fuccels w’ould continue to attend us : but, fad 
reverfc ! fcarcely had we rounded Cape, Peron ere we experienced contrary winds ; 
ftrong currents bore us to the fouth ; and often as a favouring breeze fprung up fo# an 
inftant, as fucceflively did it die away into the moft perfed calm. Thefe adverfe inci- 
dents delayed us fo much that we did not reach the coaft off Schouteii Ifland before the 
6th March in the morning. 

The whole of this week we were conftantly furrounded by a moift and foggy atraof- 
pherc, the mift being fo thick that the two vcflels could fcarcely be diftinguiflicd by thofe 
on board ; we were confequently obliged to make fignal by firing of guns to admonilh 
the Naturalifte what tacks to make. Our decks were all of them drenched with water 
during the whole of fhe day, while at night the vapour more condenfed, relblved into 
a haze of fuch permeability that nothing could withftand its’ penetration. The tempe- 
ratuKe was from lo"* to i4°t, notwithftanding thefeafon was ftill the fummer of this 
country. The condition of our fick on board) already bad, by tiffs ftdle of the atmof- 
phere was rrtidered far more deplorable. • 

Jn the morning of the 6th March, we coafted along the iflets Taillefer and Schoutgn, 
l|itt at a confiderable diftance from tlR.’m. About noon we*found ourfelves off Cape 

• ft 
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Foreftier, when our geographic engineer, M. Boullanger, left us in the barge cont- 
•rnanded by M. Maurouard, to furvey the coaft hearer in Ihbre. The veflel was to 
take a direction parallel to that of the boat, and never loft light of her ; but fcarcely 
had M. boullanger been gone a qdarter of an hour, before our commander,' without 
any vifibl^reafon, tacked for fea, aoiJ portly after our* bpat was out of fightar We 
did not ftand in for the land again till towards night. A violent, gale arofe which 
frefhened every inftant; we were,irrefoIute which way to fleer, and 'darknej|p 
enveloped us, and* prevented our diftinguifliing the coafts off vv}iich we had abandoned 
our unfortunate companions. . , 

The two following d.iys were employed in fearch of them ; but neither the boat 
nor its crew' were to be fou’.id : and, to complete our misfortunes, the Naturalifte,, by 
violent fqualls, w'as feparated from us in the night between the yth and 8th. On the 
8th we difpatched our long-boat, but it returned after a fruitlefs cruize ; and the fwcll 
of the fea was fo great that we with difficulty got her crew on board ; in fhipping the 
boat itfelf two of her planks were ftove in againft the fide of our veffel. 

In fuch a critical pofture, our commander called a council of the ftaff-major on one 
hand, and on the other, of the mafters and mates, to deliberate on what fliould he 
done. ‘ Seek our companions/ was the unanimous cry. I'his fearch however it became 
far more difficult to put in execution than before, as the abfence of the Naturalifte, our 
deftitution of a barge, and the injury fuftained by the long-boat, left us only the Ihip 
itfelf with which this could be effetled ; and, affuredly, the enterprise of coalting with 
a large vefl'el, and following all the finuofities of a wild and unknown ccvift, was not 
only difficult, but a fervice exceedingly replete with danger. Our chief was fick, and 
took to his room, after having delegated the command to his firft lieutdniant M. H. 
itFreycinft, with orders to purfue the fearch recommended by the ftaff and crew. To 
this objedt the whole of the 9th was dedicated ; for eight hours M. Frcycind directed 
our courfe along thefe frightful fhores, with an intrepidity, coolnefs, and precifion, 
worthy of the greateft praife : not a fingle manoeuvre failed. 

•Still was our laft as fruitlefs as had been our former fearch ; and as no hope now 
remained of meeting again with our friends jjut in the north, we fleered for Bafs’a 
Strain 

During our ftay off this coaft, we had time to be convinced that the fea here is rarely 
fmooth ; in fa£l, the lead wind is fulficient to produce a fwell fo great as to render it 
almoft impaffable to fmall craft. Scarcely did the wind begin to fet in fliorc, before 
the horizon was whitened by the furge , and in a few fecon^s after, the waves ran fo 
high, were fo fhort, and fo quickly fuccepded each other, that our veffel was greatly 
{trained Sy the efted of them : notwithftanding this, the feafon was the fineft of the 
year in thefe climates. 

, While fleering for the ftrait, vve difeovered on the loth March a fmall veffel 
making towards us : we joined her, and her captain coming on board, informed us 
that Ihe was twenty days out from Port Jackfon, on a voyage lo catch feals at Maria 
Illand ; that the EngHlli cbfony of New Holland was already in a highly flourifhing 
condition ; that it poffeffed all the requifite means to fatisfy not only the wants but 
the luxuries oP life ; that we were daily expeded there and that orders had been 
difpatched ,by the Englifli government that we fhould be received with *the attention 
due to the nature of our miffion, and the rank of the nation to which we belonged. 
We in turn made him aeqaainted with the lofs o£ our barge ; and intreated, in cate of 
meeting with our unfortunate companions, that he w6uld afford them all the affiftance 
jn his power, which he protpifed. We moreover pointed out to him the Iflet of 

Seals, 
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, Seals, 111 Fleurieu Bay, as one of the moft favourable fpots for the filhery he was pur- 
fuing : after which we parted company to follow our courfe towards the north. 

The fame obftacles I have noticed on our palTage from. Maria Ifland to thf eafternt 
coaft, again occurred to prevalent our progrefs to the ftrait ; and we did not gain fight 
of the Fumeaux Illands, v(|iich with the N. E. *[»oint of Diemen’s Land forms one of 
the paiTagesinto Bafs’s Straiit, till the 17th in the morning: but beforel enter upon this 
great ftrait, a few remarks may be iteceffary. , 

In geographical difcpvcries, as in thofe of all other fciences, the fame accidents 
occur. After having defied the effects of genius,* and ’all the refearchei? and perti- 
nacity of the laborious ftudent, thefe difeoveries prefent themfelves, unfought as it 
were, to individuals the leaft accuftomed to rcfearches or labours of the kind. Thus 
the famous difeovery of the. ftrait which divides New Holland from Diemen’s Land, 
looked for in vain by the moit experienced navigators, was referved for the furgeon of 
an luiglifti ftiip. And, which is no lefs aftonilhing, it was not before the year 1798, 
that is to fay, ten years after the cftablifhment of the colony of Port Jackfon, that it 
took place, uotwithiianding its proximity to this eftablilhment. 

ThivS Itrait is about fifty leagues in breadth from north to fouth, by nearly an equal 
length from eaft to weft : its cailern mouth is rendered confiderably lefs by the Two 
Sifters, the Furneaux. I Hands, the number and dimenlions of which are not yet per- 
fettly known, Clark llland, the Ifland of Prefervation, SVan Illand, and its dependent 
iflet. Between Diemen’s Land, Swan Ifland, and its iflet on the one fido; and On the 
other, the refidue of the illands noticed, is a channel ten mileg in breadth : to this paf- 
fage in the ftrait is it that Mr. Flinders, by whom it was firft dilcovered, thought fit fo 
give the title of Banks’s Strait. Between the* Fumeaux Iflands on the north, and 
Wilfon Promontory, vvliich forms the fouthern point of New Holland, and projefts 
more than twenty miles into the ftrait, are Kent’s Groupe, the very numerous rocks 
of the promontory, the pyramid, and feveral other dangerous rocks, which obftrucl 
the large northern pafs of the eaftern mouth of the ftrait.'* On the w'eft. Hunter’s 
Iflands prefent themfelves, flanked by a great number of rocks, banks, and formidable 
reefs. More towards the iKirth, and precifely m the middle of the weftern opening 
of the ftrait, are the great ifland King, New Year’s iflet, the Rock of Elephants, and 
many reefs, connefted with the diftinft fyftem of this groupe. I fliall have occafion 
in the courfe of this work to doferibe, in fucceflion, thefe feveral lands : at prefent it 
fuffices I fliould obferve that, foparate from all diftintt phyfical circumftafices, the 
navigation of Bals’s Strait, mult necefl'arily be difficult and perilous ; and when to the 
difficulties and dangers before pourtrayed is added, that violent currents exift, in this, 
ftrait, and ’that it is fubjedt to dreadful gales from the S. W. the reader will have little 
room for wonder at the clofe fucceflion of imminent dangers to which our veffels were 
expofed on each occafion of our entering this pafl'age ; and will be better able to 
account for the caufe and frequency of thofe Ihipwrecks here, to which we fhall have 
elfewhere to advert. , ^ • 

I have before noticed, that on the 17th of March we ipade th? Furne^iux Iflands r 
thefe are very lofty mountains, which, in favouring weather, are readily diftinguilhed 
12 or 15 leagues out at fea ; they in every refpedt affimilate with* the norrid pidlure 
given of Schoiiten Ifland. In one of the following chapters more* particular* obferva- 
tions refpedling their hiftory will be prefented. * 

'’Scarcely were we in Banks’s Strait ‘ere the Iky .was obfetired by dark and heavy 
clouds : we yet purfue'd our courfe. , In the night torrents of r«un and fq^ualls of wind 
fucceeded each other almoft uninterraittedly. 

7 On 
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On the i8th we coafted along the (bore between Portland Cape and Waterhoufe 
Ifland. This portion ,of .Diemoi’s Land, as before obferved, is extremely low, and in 
many p^ts fcarcely ab( 5 ve the furface of the water ; but inland is a high chain of 
mountams running in a direftion N. N. W. to S. S. E., a circumftance which will 
explain the prodigious difference that 4 ;xifts between the S. E. point of Diemen's Land 
and that- of the N. E. ‘ ^ ». 

Hitherto we indulged the hope of finding our boat, or joining again our confort; 
but after two day'j vainly fpent in fearch of them, we began ^ defpair of a meeting 
during the voyage ; and but too juft were our fears. 

In courfe of the 20th, wc diftinguiflied avail number of dolphins, and many whales 
from 13 to 16 meters in length *. I neglected to remark alfo at the time that off Cape 
Lodi we faw a prodigious troop of thefe cetaceous animals. 

Prom the 21ft to the 26th of March we experienced one of the inoft furious gales 
we had hitherto met with in thofe fcas : many of our fails were torn to rags by the 
gufts, and on the night of the 21ft wc were on the point of being driven on the 
Fumcaux Iflands. To avoid this perilous cataftrophe we were obliged, notwithftanding 
the hurricane, to hoift every rag of canvas ; and in the morning of the 2 2d we fuc- 
ce^ed in getting clear of the ftrait, by the paffage between Kent’s Groupe and the 
promontory. At nine in the morning wc doubled the pyramid, an enormous rock 
refembling at diftance a gothic "ruin : fleering next weflward of Kent’s Groupe; we 
fucceeded in, doubling thefe, but with much difficulty, and luffing clofe under them. 
Majeflic and terrible wa,s the afpedl of thefe rocks of granite, naked,, rugged, and 
beaten as they were by roaring waves, which feemed every inflant on the point of 
overwhelming them with torrents of foam. The chart of M. Flinders, though gene- 
rally exa£l, with refpedt to this groupe is incomplete ; he makes the number of iflets 
barely twelve, whereas we ourfelves counted fixteen. 

The tempefl flill continued on the 24th, and on this lafl day we faw an amazing 
number of whales. I have already feveral times fpoken of the abundance of thefe 
^imals off the coafl of New Holland : on this fubjedl 1 fhall elfewhere be more 
minute. • 

The 27th in the morning, the hurricane having ceafed, wc were eager to enter the 
ftrait, being anxious to proceed to the S. W. coafl of New Holland, an effential part 
of our million. In the morning wc coallcd along the portion of land which extends 
from Rim-Head to Wilfon’s Promontory : it is not hero fo low as marked in the 
chart of M. Flinders. , 

In the vicinage of Kent’s Groupe we diftinguifhed other iflets not laid down in this 
chart ; one of thefe, in fhape and colour refembling a brioche t of enormous fisfe, was 
diftinguifhed by that denomination. 

On the 28th at noon, we -went in fight of the iflets in advance of Wilfon’s Promon- 
tory } and fuccelfively obferved about twenty of them, varying in dimenfions, but all 
fteep, barren, and rent by the waves. I'he Englifli chart dops not fpecify near fo 
many, and jn this iiTftance i§ defeflive ; it is flill more fo in what relates to the fite of 
the promonto^, which is laid down in latitude 38° 17' S. longitude 144* 4P E. of 
Paris, while, t?y our obfervations, the moft fpiithern part of this promontory is in lati- 
tude 39 ° *0^ 30'’^ longitude 144® 20' E. An error of this magnitude raufl be 
attributed exclufively to want of exaftnefs in the means hifed by M. Flinders for the 

* 47 to ya Englilh feet. 

t A French cake made of fine wheaten flour, egg«, chcefe, aad fait, in form of a bun. 
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afcertaintnent of the pofition of this important point. This celebrated navigator, 
in fa£b, notices that M. Bafs was unable, in his courfe round the promontory, to 
take any very precife obfervation, and could only determine the ppHtion^f it by 
reckoning, a means, as M. Flinders again remarks, “which is unworthy of mu^< credit, 
in Teas Vfjiere the currents, run fo ftrong as in the Itrait in queftion. I muft further 
obferve, before 1 terminate this article, that the iflets of Kent’s Groupe appeared to us 
Hkewife to be placed too far towards the call ; but here I merely point out thefe 
valuable refuhs of our obfervations ; they will be prefented by M. Froycinfl:, with all 
the minutia; their impcirtance merits. Let ns now* return to our fubjefi:. • . 

The land at the promontory is very lofty, and prefents two or three tiers of moun- 
tains rifing one above the other towards the interior. Along the whole of this coaft 
there is abundance of water, and the only danger to be apprehended to navigation 
arifes from the currents, the illets, and the rocks I have mentioned. 

Wilfon's Promontory forms, weftward, a very large cape ; to which Bafs gave no 
particular name, and which is fcarcely noticed in M. Flinders’s chart. A-head of this 
cape are fix large iflets, one of which is nearly a mile and a half in length, 
x Diredtly northward, a very large and deep bay opens, called by us Paterfon Bay, 
in memory of the refpedable and learned Englifli traveller of that name, one of the 
moft intimate friends of M. Bafs. Many very lofty peaks were diftinguiflied on the 
callern coaft of this bay, and in the diftance a chain of high mountains. 

The 29th of March, at day-break, we began to coafl: along a focond.bay, vrhich, 
like the preceding, lies N. W. of the promontory ; it was called Venus Bay, from a 
veflel commanded by M. Bafs, of which mention will elfewhere be made. 

The land on this fecond bay is tolerably lofty towards the two points ; but the 
rtLidue of the coaft by which it is furrounded is much lower. In the interior was feen 
ftretching the chain of mountains of which the promontory feems to be the extreme 
point. 

The fame day in the afternoon, we were abreaft of the ifland which lies before the 
beautiful w'eftern port difeovered by M. Bafs ; but of which the detailed geography, aS 
will fliortly be feen, was completed by our confort. 

Here terminate the labours of the Englifli navigatoi's ; and here begins our long 
furvey of Napoleon’s Land. 

CHAP. XV. — 'Napoleon Land. 

[From thd 29th of March to the 8th of May 1802.3 

UNDER the name of the fouth and fouth-weft coaft of New Holland, the whole 
portion of this continent is defignated, comprized between the 33d and 39th degree 
of latitude fouth, and within the parellels of 112° and 144'' E. of Paris, forming 
an immenfc fcarf from eight to nine hundred leagues in length, the two extremities 
of which terminate, the one at Cape Leuwin in the weft, the other at Wilfoa’s Pro- 
montory in the fouth. 

Of this immenfe fpace, that part only was known in Europe, at Our departure, which 
extends from Cape Leuwin to the ifldnds of St* Peter and St. Francis, ^ifeovered by 
the Dutch in 1627, this part had, in modern times, been vifitetJ by Vancouver and 
Dentrecafteaux ; but the laft navigator not having bc-cu able to advance beyond the 
iflands of St. Peter and St. Francis, which form the caftern boundary of Nuyt’s Land, 
and the Englifh having extended, their exploration no farther towards, the fouth* than 
Weftem Port, it follows that the portion comprized between this lift point and Nuyt’s 

Land 
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Land unknoiRm at the. moment of our arrival in thefe parts ; and as our invefti- 
gatioii had for obj^^ojefs than to refolve the problems whether or no New Holland 
confifts^f one (ole cormnental ifland, and whether any great river exifts on this vaft 
expanfe of land, each of- us felt augmented courage apd zeal in the profecution of 
the momentous enquiry. ^ 

On the 30th of March, at day-break, we ftecred for and foon made the land ; a 
large cape, which we denominated Cape Richelieu *, projefts and forms the entrance 
of a deep bay, termed by us Talleyrand Bay. On the eaftem coaft of this bay, and 
near its extremity, is a port, *the windings of which were tole^fably well diftihguifhed 
from the inaft-head : we called it, at the time, Outfet Port f, but hearing afterwards 
that it had been more minutely furveyed by the EngHIh brig I.ady Nelfon, and had 
been named Port Philipps, we with greater pleafure continue this lafl name, from its 
recalling that of the founder of a colony, in which we met with fuccour fo cfTcifbive, 
and fo liberally granted. 

By three o’clock we were abreaft of a large cape in latitude 38® 42' S., longitude 
141 ’ 49' E. of Paris, called by us Cape Suftrein. The land at this point is rather 
high, but runs ftill higher on nearing Cape Marengo }, where our furvey terminated. 

On the 31ft, at dawn, we again flood in for land. The Iky was clear and ferenc, 
the fea fmooth, and the wind in a favourable point : under fuch fortunate aufpiges we 
were enabled to keep pretty cloft in fhore, and infured to our different geographic ob- 
fervations a great degree of prccifion. The whole coaft from Cape Marengo weftward 
to Cape Deffaix, a fpace pf about twelve miles, is very lofty, and Cape Deffaix itfelf is 
well covered with wood : but here the afpedl of New Holland undergoes a fudden 
change ; the fteep beach, thence almoft conftantly perpendicular, of a greyifti or yel- 
Jowilh colour, and wholly deftitute of verdure or vegetation, forms a multitude of fmall 
capes, and coves running but little inland, and refemblcs at diftance a long feries of 
regular fortifications, or more, pollibly, that gigantic wall which leparates China from 
Tartary. Cape Volney, off which wc were at noon, is remarkable from a chain of rocks 
w^iich run far out to fea. Beyond this we difeovered a portion of land apparently 
detached from the main, which we called Latreille Ifland# from the naturalift, equally 
learned and modeft, of that name. Contiriuing our courfe, we found ourfelves oppofite 
to a conic-fhaped peak, which received the denomination of Beacon Peak (Piton de 
Reconnoiffance), as did the moft neighbouring cape, that of Cape of Mount Tabor. 

At thl^period the barometer indicated 28'’ 7'to 28‘’8', thegreateft elevationof the mer- 
cury we had ever noticed before ; and the atmofphere was perfectly ferene. The thermo- 
meter in courfe of the day varied between i3°§ and 1 5 I; at night it funk to 

When abreaft of Cape Defaix, in Daubenton Bay, and but little diftance weft of 
Cape Folard, we diftinguilhed columnaty^ fmoak, almoft an affured fign of thefe difmal 
fliores being inhabited by man : many‘“fpecics of gulls of the genera gavite and lari, 
boobies, and divers, were feen ; but, if feme flying fifli be excepted, all fea animals 
feemed to have abandoned thefe fliores, — fliores which offereef them no flielter, and 
againft which the ruflSed fea pelfpetually rolls its waves. Our colleflion was therefore 
limited to fome new and fingulaf fuci. One of thefe which I have deferibed under the 
name fucus phf llophorus, was remarkable above the reft, from the difpofition of its 
leariSs : frqm each fide of a large, flat, and fmuous branch, at regular intervals flioot out 

• 

• Seen by Lieutenant Grant is 1800, and called by him Cape Schank. 
t Port^do Debut. t Calfed by Lieutenant Grant Cape Albafty Otway. 
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fingle aiKl lanceolated leaves ; from the edges of tliefe leaves fpring odters of fimilar 
form, each borne on a diftant ftalk; in Tome ioftances even a.thifd.fucceflion of leaves 
grow from the edges of the fecondary ones, nor does it appew to me poffible Jo affign 
any preclAf limits to this mode^of reduplication, a mbde fo much the more iSngular from 
the real ^gans of generation of the planet, the ^buli common to the majority of fud, 
being vciy numeipus in this fpecies, and growing on a long ftalk at the l»(e of the 
mother leaves. 

At eight in the mornmg of the ift of April, we difcovered a fmall ifland, which we 
denominated Fourcroy •Ifland*, almoft of quadrangular* form, with its edges flightly 
fcalloped, it is low, and uniformly flat, of a dull and greyilh colour, barren as the con- 
tinental ihore adjacent, and the beach of it, like that ihore, perpendicular. Its pofition is 
in latitude 38“ 26' if fouth, longitude 139° 52' eaft of Paris. Oppofite to it, on the 
main, a remarkable cape was called Cape Reumur. About noon we entered a very 
large bay, named by us lourville Bay.f Shortly after we difcovered a I'econd ifland, 
of a dark colour, its fhores fteep, as th^e of the preceding ; its furface, like that, low 
and unprodudive : we called it Dragon Ifland | on account of its lingular ihape : this 
ifland, in fad, towards one of its pointvS, refembles the half-opened mouth of an enor- 
mous ferpent. The waves around, and the iflets conneded with it, were at this time 
covered with innumerable legions of fea-fowl, as yet too young to wing their flight : for 
the fpace of three quarters of a league thefe birds feemed, as it were, heaped one on 
the other ; their prodigious number, their confufed and deafening ferean^s, the tender 
anxiety of the parent fowls, which flew by myriads over their heads, fereaming, like them, 
with fligh*;, the whimfical figure of the iflets, which ferve as the afylums for thefe watery 
tribes, altogether prefented a pidure extremely Angular and interelling. 

Montaigne Cape § terminates on the weft of the Great Bay of Tourville : beyond 
this CapeDuquefne prefented its barren, low, and yellow Ihores; but already the fall of 
day began to render our obfervations dubious, and on reaching this cape they were- 
fufpended. , 

The coaft recently furveyed by us prefented the fame appearance with that obferved 
the day before, and was equally low and barren, that portion alone excepted between 
Dragon Illand)|, and Cape Duquefne, on which, at intervals, a few fmall trees upreared 
their fickly heads. Columns of fmoak were diftinguiflied again in Tourville Bay 
The barometer during the day flood at aS** 6* 7', and the mean heat of the ther- 
mometer was 15"**, a mean which correfponds with that of the fpring in Frap^e. 

(April ad.) Beyond C^pe Duquefne the Great Bay Defcartes preTents itfelf, 
terminated towards the weft by a fecond cape, which, from the immortal author of the 
Spirit of Laws, received the name of Cape Montefquieu ft* It was nine o’ilock by 
then we reached Defcartes Bay, and already we were entering it, when our progrefs 
was interrupted by a calm. It is of confequence I ihould here notice, that during the 
whole time we were off this coaft, the fame phenomenon conftantly occurred every 
day at the fame hour. ‘A Itrong breeze from the N. N. E. and varying to thj N. E., 
which fprung up at day-break, infenfibly flackened from ei^ht t« nine o’clock, and 
from nine to ten, and was fucceeded by the moft perfeft calm towards eleven o’clock 
or noon. Shortly after the wind veered from the eaft to the fouth-egft, Wowing ftrong, 
and admitted our giving the greateft latitude to our labours. It is not improbable that 

* The L*df Julians Ifland of Grant. ^ t The Portland Bay of Grant. 

I Grant named it Laurence Ifland. J Grant’s Caue SolUcitor. |{ Laurence Ifland. 

f Portland Bay. **55tofFahr. ' ff Cape Bridgwater of Lieut. Grant.* 
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to thefe breezes from the eaft and eaft-by-fouth, is owing the &Uure of eVery former 
attempt to furvey thif cqaft on the pjut of veffels fleering from the north-weft to the 
fouA-ea^. ^ . 

Scarcely had the calm ceafed bfefore we continued our courfe’. The fea breaks 
4rith violence againft the whitifli and Tandy downs which form the coaft. fiev^d thefe 
downs, about three or four leagues in land, three Tingle mountains jire difti^uiflied ; 
the largeft of thefe was called Mount St. Bernard, and much refembles the Table 
Mountun. A neighbouring cape received the denominatiop of Cape Mount St. 
Bernard *'» . • , 

While thus purfuing our difcoverics,inperfeftfecurity as we imagined, wefuddenly dis- 
covered a long chain of breakers that had previouflyefcaped our notice, dazzled as we were 
by the rays of the fun reflefted from their furface. We were To clofe upon them that we 
cleared them with difficulty by ftanding to eaflward on a larboard tack, and nearly 
touched their extremity. During this manoeuvre, we refrained from founding for fear 
of fpreading conftemation among the crew. Truly frightful indeed was the fpeftacle 
prefented by thefe reefs, which extended in a nne feveral miles in length in front of a 
low, barren, and yellowilh Ihore ; and the rugged ridges of which, refembling the teeth 
of a faw, were fcarcely vifible in midft of foam and eddies. About the weftern point 
of thefe breakers, which we termed the Carpluters, are two fmall and whitifli iflets. 
Cape Boufflers, in fight of which we finilhed our interefting labours of the ‘ ad of 
April, lies fomc miles north-weft of them. Divers fpecies of gulls and fea-fwallowa 
(ftemze) were the only animals of the feathered tribe we perceived ; th^ fea prefented 
us with many medufse,* and a large feal which was floating afleep on its furface. 
Towards the extremity of Defeartes Day columns of fmoke role, beyond the Downs j 
but, in general, the barren and wild nature of all this coaft is fuch as muft aft as a 
repulfe to all inhabitants of the hunian fpecies : at leaft it may fairly be inferred that it 
is capable of fumifiiing fubfiftence only to a very limited number. 

(3> S> 6 April.) From Cape Belidor to Cape Boufflers the coaft prefents a fucceffion 
ef fmall and very pleafmg inlets ; afterwards it bends inwards and forms Eftaing Bay, 
terminated N. W. by a great cape, which, from the Pliny of France, we called Cape 
Buflfon. From this laft point to Rivoli Bay, a fpace of 40 miles, the continent prefents 
no remarkable concavity nor any flielter whatever for the fmalleft veflel. Every where 
expofed to the impetuous winds from the S. W. inceflanfly beaten by the waves of the 
immen|^^uftral Ocean, this part of New Holland is far more frightful than thofe wc 
have hitherto diferibed. The waves in the whole of this Ihore occafion a terrible furf, 
the hollow and threatening found of which is heard even in the calmeft weather ; and 
on fevefal occafions, where we fleered in nearer towards the Ihore than ufual, we faw it 
covered with the foam of broken billows. In every part the moft perfeft barrennefs 
reigns, nor any where do traces appeal even of the ilendereft rill. How dreadful the 
fate of thofe navigators who Ihould be call on thefe Ihores ! 

This fate, however, we were near experiencing ourfelves in tourfe of the 6th April. 
At three in the afteMnoon,*at the inftant we were moft deeply occupied on our geogra- 
phical labours, we were on the point of running on a ledge of rocks, fo nearly level 
with the furfate that we did not diftingyiih them till almoft under our bow. 

In the courfe of ^his laft part of our refearches, that is to fay, between the 3d and 7th 
April, w’e obferved feveral feals on thq furface of the water, a newfpeaes of beroe t» 
one of Salpa^ ; and, on tbe evening of the 4th Ajpril, the fea appeared as if covered with 
a charming fpecies of portune, ilitjgularljr remarkable on account of tbe rofe colour of 

* Called by Great jSbpe Northumberland. f Beroe daftyloidet, N. 8. Oftaedra, N. 
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its fhell, and the beautiful blue of its two eyes. 1 have defcribed it under the name 
P. cyanophtalmus N. The temperature of the fea at its furfape was then 14® *. Inde- 
pendent of thefe animals, in the morning of the 5th April, wefaw a* numerous Ihoal of 
dolphins, and the fame day fell in with a column of the fcomber genus a# large as our 
tunnies S, the fpecies of which I was unable to efcertain. The fea during the whole of 
the nigm was exU^mely phofphorefcent : the iky fombre and cloudy, and the baro- 
meter had funk to aS** 3'. Thefe atmofpherical variations fcemed to correfpond with 
thofe of the wind, which then blew from the N. W. and confequently came freighted 
with vapour from the Indian ocean. It was at the.extremity of the Bay of Rivoli alone 
that we diilinguiihed any fmoke. 

(7th April^ This laft mentioned bay prefents itfelf in form of a large oval, 8 to 10 
miles deep, and terminated on the fquth by Cape Cannes, northward by Cape Jaffa. 
Towards this laft point the entrance into the bay is contrafled by a chain of reefs. 
Fifty miles beyond Cape Jaffa another bay occurs, from 5 to 7 leagues broad at its 
mouth, and which penetrates to a fomewhat greater extent inland ; we named this 
Lacepcdc Bay. Cape Bemouilli, its mod eaftem point, has very dangerous reefs a-head 
of it ; on our approach to which the line gave but fix fathoms water with a rocky bot- 
tom ; and in doubling thefe we experienced great difficulty. In fpealcing of the con- 
ftitution of this new part of the coaft, the difmal pidure we have before prelcnted of tho 
fterility and monotony hitherto exhibited by New Hollaad, muft receive a ftill darker 
fliade. Yet if judgment can be formed from the great number of fires we diftinguilhed 
at the bottom of Lacepede Bay, the human fpecies fhould be tolerably numerous on this 
coaft. Myriads of cormorants on the iflets contiguous to Cape Bemouilli appeared to 
us the exclufive tenants of thofe terrific rocks. ' 

The 8th April, at noon, we were by reckoning in latitude 36® i' 10^ fouth, longi- 
tude 1 37“ f 40^ eaft of Paris. Already had we furveyed a length of coaft, meafuring the 
different windings it prefented from Wilfon’s Promontory to the point where we were, 
944 miles in length, when, at but little diftance from Cap* Villars, we perceived at 
the extremity of the horizon, a Ihoal of dolphins of fuch vaft extent, that we at firft 
miftook them for an immenfe chain of reefs ; their rapid courfe however foon unde- 
ceived us ; and we made preparations for the deftruftion of fomc of their number— 
deftruclion which the poor animals feemed by their manner to fecond. Numerous 
detachments, like fo many videttes, preceded the main body, approached very near 
to us, and rounded our Ihip in every diredion j the rapidity of their evoJiHiiSpins, and 
theboldnefs of their leaps,, interefted us the more from our never having feen till now 
fo vaft a flioal of cetaceous animals. We were filled with wonder how in feas appa- 
rently fo deftitute of filh, thefe myriads of dolphins Ihould find fufficient fuftbnance ; 
how, fo clofe as they feemed to be to each other, fo numerous as they were, they 
were capable of executing the moft complicated manoeuvres, and thefe in the moft 
rapid manner, without falling foul one of the other. In a few feconds nine of them 
were killed, weighing 'each from 80 to too myriagrammes f ; and this good .fortune 
feemed to us a fpecial boon from Heaven. For, at this time,' the fturvy had begun its 
dreadful ravages, and the tainted and worm-eaten fait provifions to. which we had been 
for feveral months reduced, were at this time, every day encreafiqg the* prevalence of 
this malady. ^ ^ 

We had now fcarcely ended our fiffimg, when fignal was made from the maft-head 
of a fail difeerned in the horizon. Every one at fim concluded it was tKe Naturalifte, 

* 57, 2° Fabr. § Scomber tbynnui. Lacepcdc. f 1764 to aaoe Ibi. F-nglifli ivoMupoia. 
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and joy was univerfal ; but in a little time we were fufficiently near to diftinguifli that 
this velTel was not our^cogfort. As flie fleered under full fail in a contrary tack to us 
we were foon abreaft of each other : fhe then hoifted the Englifh flag, we fhewed Frwich 
colours, andihiitating her example, laid to. The Captain now hailed us, and enquired 
whether we were not one of the French fhips that left France on a voyage of ^fcovery 
to the Auflral hemifphere. Being fatisfled on this head, he lowered his boat, and a few 
inftants after we received him on boafd. We learnt he was Captain Flinders, the lame 
who had already circumnavigated Diemen’s Land, in the Inveftigation, the name of the 
ihip we faw,;. that he had failed from Europe eight months before with intention of 
coniplcating the furvey of New Holland, and the archipelagos of the great equatorial 
ocean; that he had been about three months at Nuyts Land, but owing to contrary 
winds had been unable to penerate, as he intended, behind the illands of St. Peter and 
St. Francis ; that, on his departure from Englaitd, he had a fccond veflel under his 
command, Ifom which he had been feparated by a violent tempeft ; and that a few days 
before, and iji the fame equinoclial gale in which we ran fuch perilous rifks in Bafs’s 
Strait, he fiad loll his-long boat, witli his firft lieutenant, and eight picked men of his 
crew. This fmgular conformity of misfortunes experienced by the two fhips ferves 
more fully to evince the extent of danger to which veflels on fimilar expeditions are 
expofed. 

In relating th.efe particulars* Mt Flinders was very referved as to his individual opera- 
tions., We were however informed by fome of his men, that he had fullered greatly 
from the fame fouth winds which had to us been fo favourable, and in this we were 
taught more fully to appreciate the wifdom of our own inllrudtions. After more than an 
hour’s converfation Captain Flinders feturned on board, promifing to return on the 
morrow with a diflincl chart of Dalrymple river, which he had caufed to be publifhed 
in England. On the 9th, he accordingly returned with it, and Ihortly after we left him 
to coptiqul; our geographical labors. 

Behold us now arrived at a point of Napoleon Land, at which’its conftitution, hitherto 
fl? fimplc, becomes complicated in fuch a degree as to render impofiible I fhould 
purfue the defeription of it in detail however interefling. .By their prominent features 
alone mufl the new objeds be pourtrayed which I lhall have occafion to deferibe. 

Beyond a bay, the mouth of which is about 1 o miles over, and which received the 
name of Mollien Bay, the peninfula Fleurieu is firfl difeovered from 1 5 to 16 leagues 
in lengtbjj formed of very lofty lands, prefenting many tiers of mountains, from all ap- 
pearance, of granitic nature. , 

Weft of this peninfula a gulf is feen extending too miles into the interior, and which, 
in honour of our auguft emprefs, we named Jofephine Gulf. Before and nearly frdnt- 
ing this gulf is Deeres Ifland, * 210 ipiles in circuit, feparated by Colbert Strait from 
the peninfula Fleurieu on the (;a{l ; and by Lacipede Strait on the weft, from a fecond 
penmfula, 120 miles in length, called by us Cambaceres Peninfula: the archipelago 

• Before cHfeoverod b]i Cape. ^Flinders, and called by him Kanguroo Ifland. The whole coaft, in faft, 
from Cape Leuin to where the fliipaliiet off Cape Villcrs, had previoufly been explored by Capt. Flinders, 
who, after infamous treatment on the pari.of the French Government at the Iflc of France, where, on hi* 
return toEurope, in a fniall veflel of 30 tone, he Ifad fought refuge and afliflance, is at length rcltorcd to hi* 
country, and about to publifli the account of his voyage. From what i* here obferved it will be evident to 
the reader fnat the Freocli can have no claim in p'ght of prior difeovtry to the country they have denomi- 
nated.Napoleon Land. Indeed^ feparate from the whole having been before explored by Cwt. Flinders, 
owing probably to their being without a lung -boat, and to (he great weakncfsaif the crew from the inve- 
teracy of the feurvy on board the Geographe, they do not appear by the narrative to have even once 
landed, eghA on the continent, or the illands, that of- Kanguroo, their Deeres alone excepted. Tr. 

' s * * 3 . Vauban, 
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Vauban, compofed of eight fmall iflands, is at little diftance from its weftem point. 
Beyond Cape Beithier, which terminates the Peninfula Cambacei’es on the weft. New 
Holland again opens to the f§a to form Bonaparte Gulf, which penetrates^oo miles into 
the continent, and has more .than 600 mjlfs of coaft.' This vaft gulf has the appearance 
of thei^mouth of a very confiderable river'* and is terminated, after narrowing 
by almoft infenfible degrees towards the extremity, by banks of fand. On the weftern 
fide of the gulf and near its entrance is. Champagny Port one of the fineft and moft 
fecure in New Holland : in every part of it is an excellent bottom ; the depth of water, 
even clofe in with the land, is from ten to twelve fathoifts ; and fuch is ths capacity of 
this magnificent port it is competent to receive the moft numerous fleets. In front of 
the port is Lagrunge Illand, four. or five leagues in circumference, and which, placed 
exaftly in the middle of the mouth of the port, leaves on each lide a pafluge from two 
to three miles broad, in both which paffages a, veffel can work with eafe and fecurity. 
Finally, as if nature were inclined in favour of Champagny Port to change the charafter 
of monotony and barrennefs ftamped on the neighbouring lands, fhe lias formed its 
Ihores of gently rifing Hopes, and clothed them with umbrageous forefts. We did not 
indeed find any frcfti water at this fpot ; but the vigour and livelinefs of vegetation, and 
the height of the country, to us, were certain indices of the exiltence of fome rivulets 
or at .leaft of feme copious fprings. On this, the moft favoured fpot of Napoleon Land, 
there are certainly numerous tribes of inhabitants, for’th^ whole coaft feeriicd in flames. 
So many exclufive advantages infure fpccial importance to port Champagny, and*I may 
fearlefsly affisrn that, of all the points of this land, this is the heft adapted lor the efta- 
blilhment of an European colony. 

In front of this port is the archipelago of Leoben, compofed of eight fmall iflands, 
the moft confiderable of which is very narrow and long. A fecond archipelago, 
occupying the middle of the mouth of the gulf, received the name of Berthier Archipe- 
lago. The chief ifland of this large groupe rcfembles in figure a large hook. J^fides 
tbefe iflands there are more than twenty others, fprinkled abdut the weftern point of the 
gulf and beyond its entrance, each of which was diftinguilhed by oneof thofe honoureci 
names which juftly form ou? country’s pride. 

At a Ihort diftance from Bonaparte Gulf, a large cape jits out, which we termed 
Brown Cape ; the coaft afterwards for fixty miles forms hollows inward, projecling again 
at Cape Correa, oppofite to which are nine iflands which we named the Groupe of 
Jerome; the largeft of tbefe, Andreolfy Ifland, is from 12 to 13 milej> in length. 
Beyond is Lemonnier Bay defended by a chain of dangerous reefs. After palling next 
the Cuvier iflets, we found ourfelves oft' Louis Bay, the Ihores of which meafiire more 
than fifty miles ; on thefe we diftinguiflied numerous fires. 

At this laft point of Napoleon Land iflands twome more numerous ; firft the archi- 
pelago of St. Francis prefents itfelf, compofed of thirteen or fourteen barren and whitilh 
ifles, lying at a diftance of about twenty-five miles from the continent. Not far away from, 
andN.E. of this firft groupe, are the iflands of St. Peter, threpjn number, andoffimilar 
conftitution to the preceding. Farther on, and clofe to the main, are Jofephine iflands, 
bridling, I may fay, on every fide with breakers and Ihoals. The Ramljarde, a fright- 
ful chain of reefs, occupies almoft the whole fpace which divides thefe iflands from thofe 
of the archipelago St. Peter, leaving however an excellent paflfage between them and its 
fouthem extremity. Weft of Jofephine Groupe are the iflands of the*Geographe, a 
fmall groupe of four iflands, among which feveral illQts are iathrfperfed* Twenty miles 
beyond, towards the N*. W. lie the three iflands Jean-Barf. from this laft point, to’reach 

• 'i. the 
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the iflands called La Bourdonnuis, requires ftretching out fifty miles to the weft, 
whence, to the groupeof Montenotte Iflands j^e diftaijce is S. S. W. forty miles. 

Including with thefe laft iflands all thofe which from AJTilfon’s Promontory are fcat- 
tered olF the refidue of Napoleon Land, the number exceeds one hundred and fixty : 
bit to thefe iflands in particular, even more than to the continent, is the difmal|)ortrai- 
ture applicable which I have had fo frequently^^to exhibit in thecourfc of this niP:ory. 
All, in fad, are low, of a grey, yellow, whitiih, or blackilh colour ; almoft univerfally 
are they frightfully •arid, the majority being deftitute either of tree orfhrub, thefurface 
being appailfently ufiu-ped by an*encruftration of lichens of glooftiy hue. On the largeft, 
that afl'urcdly the leall barren of the whole, oil Deere’s (Kanguroo) Ifland, which is not 
lefs than 70 leagues in circumference, and the interior of which produces thick and deep 
forefts, fcarcely were we able by digging into the fand, and by colledting with care the 
water which trickled from the rocks, to fill a few barrels, and feemingly all the other 
iflands are totally deftitute of this article. Can it then be a fubjedf of wonder that thefe 
iflands are uninhabited by man, or that we fhould be unable to trace the fmalleft veftige 
of their having been peopled, however clofe their vicinage to the continent.'’ But let 
us return to the continent itfelf, abandoned for a while for the pifture of its iflands. 

The reader will undoubtedly recolledk that one of the objeds nioft ftrongly recom- 
mended to us in our inftrudions was to penetrate behind the iflands of St. Peter and 
St. Francis, and minutely furvey the whole of that part of the continent covered by rfiis 
archipelago. .Here was expeded to be found the ftrait which dividing New Holland 
in twain was fuppofed to join the gulf of Carpentaria. Into this ftrait it jvas that the 
moft intelligent naturalifts, unable to conceive that a continent fo vaft Inould be wholly 
deftitute of rivers, imagined thofe difeharged their waters which they concluded muft 
have exiftence in New Holland ; and this hypothefis was, it muft be allowed, in fome 
ineafure fupported by the immenfe fcallop prefented by the S. W. coaft of this exten- 
five la<id. i Unfortunately this ingenious fuppofition has not been verified by experience ; 
there are no more rivers behind the iflands of St. Peter and St. Francis, than in the 
rrfidue of Napoleon Land. 

In fad, beyond Cape Lavoifier, which forms theN. W,. point of the Great Bay of 
Louis, of which we have fpoken, the coaft bends inward behind thefe two archipelagos 
in a fucceflion of fmall bays, running but a little depth in land ; afterwards it ftretches 
out towards Jofephine Iflands, and with them forms a large bay, which we fhall have 
occafion to-deferibe with more minutenefs, and which we called Murat Bay. Thence to 
Farewell Cape (Cap des Adieux,) where our furvey termiryited, and which lies in 32“ 
19' S. 128® 42' E. of Paris, the Ihore continues indented by a number of fmall bays 
without any appearance of either ftrait or river. The whole of this laft part of New 
Holland, although more varied in difpoj^ioa and afped than the reft of Napoleon Land, 
does not appear to be of greater fertility, and that portion which we were enabled to 
afeertain the quality of by vifiting it, too well confirmed the truth of the appearance. 

Stcrilis profundi vaftitas fqualet fcH, 

• Et foeda tcllus torpet seterno fmu, Senec. in Here. fur. 

I have now given A rapid fketch of the general appearance of Napoleon I.and j but 
with what toil %nd danger was it not obtained. At two difterent periods had we to 
vifit thefe, dangerous fhores; and at either time* hurricanes and tempefts, fhoalsand 
breakers, nearly occafioned our deftrudion. Twice in the Geographe did we attempt 
to penetrate to the extremity of Bonaparte Gulf, And twice were on the point of perifh- 
ing there. The Cafuarina alone was enabled, eight, months afterwards, to complete 
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Its furvey*. The t3th April efpecially was marked by the mofl: imminent perils; 
fubjeft to exceedingly heavy I'quaiis, we ^-ere all night long obliged to luflF up in the 
caflem gulf, with only afew fect water under the keel, and going (filant) at the rate of 
fix or feven knots.* The njght of the 19th was* Hill more dreadful : on this occafion 
we wei|^ in Bonaparte Gulf ; the wind blew from the W. S. W. with the utmiift 
violence ; the fl^y was hidden by thick Jblack clouds, which Ihowered down amid vivid 
ilalhes of lightening torrents of very cold rain, at times refembling melted fnow ; the 
unevennefs of the bottom was fo great, and its rifing fo fudden, that until day-break 
we were every inftant obliged to vary our courfei, Fortunate, uncommonly fortunate, 
we,‘ by dint of inceflant toil and the utmoft aftivity, in efcaping the manifold dangers 
with which we were menaced that night ! 

Still were not thcfe dangers, however great, comparable with the dreadful ravage 
occafioned by the feurvy. Already had many of our men been given to the waves, 
already w'as half our complement unable to keep the deck, and of our helmfinen two 
alone were capable of fervice ; while every day this epidemy was making alarming pro- 
grefs. Could it be other wife? Our allowance wasllinted to three bottles of (linking 
wafer : during more than a year we had not tailed wine ; we had not a fingle drop of 
brandy left ; and in lieu of thefe liquors, fo indifpenfable with European feamen, a bad 
taffia made at the lllc of France, and which there is given but to ilaves, was the only 
fubftitute, and even of this the ratio was but a gill and a half per man. Our bifeuit 
was full of weevil, our laic provifions rotten, and fo offenfive, in fmell as in tade, that 
the almofl f3milhed failo’ s, preferring at times the extremities of hunger to allaying 
itskeennefs by fuch unwholefome food, in the very prefence of the commander threw it 
into the fea. Add to this, the fick were without any of thofe indulgencies or even 
ncccirarics which phyficians deem requifite, without any fympathizing attention on the 
part of their chief, a folace fo grateful to the feelings of all, and fo powerful in the allevia- 
tion of fufferings and even want. I’he officers alfo and naturalills, reduced to a fimilar 
allowance with the men, had equal fufferings to endure both? of body and mind. 

Such was our melancholy condition when, in the morning of the 30th April, 'ftre 
made the illands of St. Petejr and St. Francis : felicitous of penetrating behind thefe 
iflands, and of folving the problems, whether New Holland was truly one continent, and 
whether any river interfeding it fell into the fea behind thefe isflands, we ufed all our 
means for the purpofe during eight fucceffivc days; but hurricanes, calms, and currents 
alternately repelled our advance, atid the weakncl's of our crew prevented any but fruit- 
lefs exertions. We were,therefore compelled to poll pone this important refcarch, and 
make for the neareft place where our men might recruit their health and^ftrength. 
I’he fucceeding chapter will exhibit how great theneceffity we laboured under of follow- 
ing this -plan. ,, 

Thus ended our firft inveftigation of Napoleon Land. In the courfe of forty three days 
we had reconnoitred more than a thoufand leagues of coalt, taking into this computation 
that of the iflands and numerous bays we had bailed along from Wilfon’s Pnomontory 
in the S. to Cape Farewell (Adieux) in the N. W. StiflTevtA'al bead-lands in this 
great fpace had efcaped our obfervation : we had not completed the furvey of Deere’s 

• 

* This is apochryphal ; it k more probable that the fuivcy, from which thc«chart yet to be publi/hed 
was framed^ is that of Capt. Flinders, ftokn from the manuferipte, which were taken from him at the Iflc 
of France by the governor of the ifland Du Caen, and wfiich were not wholly reftored upon his liberation 
after an imprifonment of upw^ards of lix years ; an iinprifoni|ient which ftigmatizet* the governor of the 
ifland with brutality, and equally difgr^cca the government of France, to whom inter ceflion for hfs rclcafe 
was long made without effed. Tr. 

(Kanguroo) 
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(Kangaroo) Ifland; nor had we reached the extremities of the two gulfs j Port 
Champagny remained yet unexplored, and |he protjlem of the integrity of J^Jew Hol- 
land, a principal objedl of our million, was not yet refolved. A fecond cruize to Napo- 
leon Land became therefore indifpenfable, and this confideration necelTarily induced our 
J^mmander to direft his courfe towards\he fouth, that we might winter at Port Jackfon. 

CHAP. XVI . — Return to Diemen* s Land. — Stay in Adventure Bay.. — Arrival at Port 
‘ Jackfon, 

[^From tfie 8th May to 20th June 1802.'] 

WINTER had now alTumed its reign in thefe fouthern latitudes, of which we had 
conviftion frpm the frequency of ftorms and fqualls of wind, and from the roughnefs 
of the fea during the latter part of our ftay oft' Napoleon Land : this circumftance, with 
the ftate of our crew, fecmed to exa£t we Ihould fleer the neareft v\ ay for Port Jackfon, 
that is to fay, by Bafs’s Strait ; our commander was however of a different opinion, 
and, without any vifible reafon for the preference, gave orders to make lor the fouthern 
part of Diemen’s Land. A refolution thus extraordinary occafioned general confter- 
nation, and the fad forebodings it occafioned were afterwards but too fatally verified. 

On the 9th May a brilk wind from the N. N. E. carried us far to the fouth : in the 
night the horizon was one Iheet eff fire, fo inceffant were the flaflies of lightning j thefe 
alio were accompanied by very heavy rain. 

From the loth to the i 9th we had dreadful weather; big and heavy clouds hung over 
us, from which poured down continual torrents of chilling rain : the wind blew violently 
and in fqualls, while a thick and penetrating fog loaded the atmofpherc and almofl 
fuft'oeated our failors. Thefe poor fellows were the major part of them covered with 
ulcers from the feurvy, and every day increafed the number of our fick ; thofe even 
appointed to attend them at length became infeded, and among the number was our 
dodor himfelf, Mr. L’Haridon. 

“We now diflinguilhed'a number of albatrolTes, the conftant inhabitants of the fouthern 
feas ; the thermometer funk to 8°*, and this change of temperature obliged us to take 
to our winter drelTes ; our fick painfully felt the alteration. ^ 

On the 19th in the morning we difeovered Diemen’s Land ; the Mewflonc Rock was 
vifible at noon ; by four we were off" the S willy Iftan ds, and hoped by ifight to be in 
Dentrecafteaux Channel ; but the wind flackening, we lay to under Bruny Ifland. 

On the 20th we found ourfelves in the morning very near the land, b>ut owing to 
the denfenefs of the fog it was fcarcely diftinguifhable ; by nine we faw the entrance of 
Adventure Bay, and the afpiring columns of a reddifti hue of Fluted Cape, ftarting as it 
were from the tempefluous ocean. Tljyfe columns, which rife to the heigl|it of four or 
five hundred feet from the level of the fea, are apparently an enormous piJe of bafaltic 
prifms, their bales refifling the fliock of the tumultuous waves, which, drijven by the 
fouth wind from the Antardic pole, Tpend their rage againft them in wain. This 
bafaltic conflitutioh, ^Vhiclf we liave previoufly had occafion to notice on Tafiman Ifland, 
and fome other points of Diemen’s Land, or the adjacent iftands, is rendered additionally 
Angular from no volcanic indices of any other kind appearing where this konflitution 
was obferved. \ 

In front of the Fluted Cape lies the Me of Penguins, a barren rock thua^am^J^ 
Fumeaux, from a.fpecies of fphenicus obferved there by that navigatdr, whichf ne aj^di 0 c. 


*46, 4* of Fahrenheit. 
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the penguin. However little the confequence of this n^aken denomination in a 
geographioal view, it is yet worthy remark' as regarding natural hiftory. Indeed, it 
is now .a well eftablifhed fad, ihat all the fpecies of the penguin genus are confined to 
the coldeft feas of the boreaj hemifphere j while* on the other hand the fphenicus 
antipode of the penguin, if fuch mode of eapreffion be allowable, received for ili||t 
allotn^nt the frij^d watry waftes of the pppofite or antarctic hemifphere. 

After palling the We or Penguins we were oppqfite the anchoring place of Adventure 
Bay. Here at once the afped of nature undergoes a change ; Bvuny Wand at this 
point prefents lofty mountains, the intermediate vales of* which terminate Jrt the fea ; 
froni thefe mountains, clothed with forefts even to their very tops, defcend a number 
of rivulets ; while the Ihore is beautifully fringed with a border of trees and Ihrubs 
perpetually green. The fmoothnefs of the fea at the extremity of the bay, and the 
lively verdure of the neighbouring forefts, charmingly contrafted with the dull red 
colour of the Fluted Cape and its tumultuous waves, whofe diftant roaring continued to 
ftrike the ear. 

Soon as our anchors were out, feveral boats were fent on Ihore to wood and water, 
and to carry thither fuch of our lick as were in a ftate to be moved. I myfelf landed 
with my friend M. Bernier, and with him fpent the remainder of the day in vifiting the 
extremity of the bay. . On the 21ft, in the morning, 1 renewed my refearches, and new 
collections rewarded my fecond excurfion. At length, 6n the 2 2d, our commander gave 
orders to weigh anchor, but fo exhaufted was the ftrength of our crew,,that to.effe£t 
this required,four hours’ exertion. The anchor raifed, we hoifted all fail, fteering 
N. N. il. for Maria Wand, which we reached in the evening. But before 1 refume the 
narrative of our voyage, it is incumbent I Ihould ^ive fome particulars relative to Adven* 
ture bay. 

It belongs to the eafterq coaft of Bruny Wand which, with Diemen’s Land, forms the 
fuberb channel Dentrecafteaux. The ifthmus St. Aignant, N. N. W. of the Fluted 
Cape, divides the bay from this channel. The land of the ifthmus being very low, and 
its breadth not exceeding a few hundred paces, it certainly appears extraordinary that 
this channel ihould fucceflivoly have efcaped the obfervation of Furneaux, by whom the 
bay was difeovered in 1770, and who gave it the name of his ihip ; and of Capt. Cook, 
who, long before Admiral Dentrecafteaux, made fome ftay in Adventure Bay. The 
latitude of the bay is 40* 20 ' S. its longitude 145° 12 ' E. of Paris. The topographi- 
cal plan of this bay, by the fkilful French engineer M. Beautemps Beaupre, is equally 
valuable for the prccifion o^its parts and the general ftyle in which it is executed. 

Of all the coaft of Diemen’s Land and of the adjacent iilands this is afluredly the 
beft watered, and confequently, the mod interefting to navigators ; it is perhaps the 
only one*where at all feafons one or more ihips may depend on readily obtaining a fup- 
ply of wafer. This advantage appeared to me afcribable lefs to the height of the moun* 
tarns and thicknefs of the forefts than to the nature of the ground, which every where, 
in this part, is compofed elfentially of granitic rocks of a fine grain, covered by an ar- 
gillaceous ftratum, and this fupporting a fuperficial bed of vegetabib eirth. From this 
uruflure refults, that the rains and dews, with the water deduced in even greater abun- 
dance from the fc^s and clouds condenfed by the mountains, being itopj^ from filter- 
ing through the beds below, are neceflarily conftrained to run on che furface^ where, 
independent of the numerous ftreamlets I have noticed, many ponds and pools of fuf- 
fident extent to fupport fome ft'efh-water fiih, are found. • 

Of the fmall number of meteorological experiments I was enabled to make in Ad* 
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ventoYfi Baf the refult was, that the thermometer on fliore in the day thne vKried from 
to lo" t } that the mean elevation of* tl^e mercmy in the barometer was i, 4' ; 
that i^hc hygrometer denoted 92“ to 97” of moifture ; that on the night of the aoiatft 
'he phpfphorefcence of the fea was exceedingly vivid ; and that the temperature of thefea 

its furface was, but in the llighteft oegree, greater than that of the atmoiphere. 

The vegetable and animal produftions nefemhling thofeof the channel Dentre- 
cafteaux, prefented fcarcely a new objeft ; I merely noticed a kangoroo, hnaller than 
that of Diemen’s Land, and w'hich moft likely fhould be clalTed as a diftind: fpecies. 
Black fwahs and pelicans, fo common in the channel, were not to be found in Ad- 
venture Bay, a circumftance I conceive to be attributable to the lefs peaceful charafter 
of the waters of the bay. Two fliarks, from nineteen to twenty-five decimeters long 
were the only new fpecies of fifli I found : one of them, (fqualus rhinophanes, N.) is 
remarkable on account of the unufuaj tranfparency of its long muzzle ; the other, 
'^fqualus cepedianuSjN.) has on ehch fide feven vents like the fqualus perlon ; but it differs 
from this materially in its teeth, which feem to me of a fhape and difpofition hitherto 
unobferved in the numerous family of fliarks. Our collections were farther enriched 
by divers mollufcse, cruftaceous animals, and infefts, little remarkable in themfclves, 
a very large crab excepted, and a forficule, (ear-wig,) fomewhat analogous to the for- 
licula bi-punClata, Lin. but differing in its colour, which is reddifli, in having a black 
fpot near the point of the elytres, and in the number of the articulations of its’ an- 
tenna;, &c. I have deferibed it under the name of the forficula antarctica. 

From what I have befpre related of our intercourfe with the inhabitants of Diemen’s 
Land, it will be feen, not only that thofe of Bruny Ifland belong to the fame race, but 
alfo that they alternately tranfport themfelves from the one to the other of thefe coun- 
tries. It is probable that, at the period of our anchorage in Adventure Bay, they were 
on the oppofite land, for we found no trace of their refidence here at this time. It 
Jikewife feems that this portion of Bruny Ifland is lefs frequented by them than the op- 
pofite fide of Diemen’s Land, owing, I concluded, to thefcarcity in Adventure Bay of 
flie great haliotes, turbos, and large oyfters, on which they chiefly fubfift. To make 
amends, in fummer, when the fprings are dried up on the fliores of the channel, this 
fpot is capable of furnifliing them with fufficiency of water. But let us return to our 
voyage. 

After doubling Maria Ifland by the fouth, we made for Schouten Ifland ; palling in 
the morning of the 24th the Strait of the Geographe, Cape Degerando, Cape Tour- 
ville, &c. we fleered for Cape Lodi, endeavouring to keep plofe in with the fliore to ob- 
ferve fotne points which had efcaped us on our firfl courfe along this coafl : but thefe 
flormy feas had now become untenable ; florms and hurricanes affailed us every day, 
thick fogs hanging in the air allowed us fcarcely to diflinguilh the highefl mofintains of 
Diemen’s Land j and the waves beat wdth fury on all fides againfl their granitic flanks. 
Moreovef we had frequent thunder ; and, in the morning of the jd June, abundance 
of hail of a large fize feU.in repeated florms ; both thefe eleftric phenomena were the 
more remarkable from the feafon of the year, and the ftate of the atmofphere being 
naturally unfavourable to their exhibition. 

In, the mean time the number of our fick increafed every day in an alarming degree. 
Eafch returning mom witneffed the commilfion of one or more of our unfortunate com- 
panions to the waves : and fuch indeed was the diminution of our ftren^, that we 
were unable to make a tack without fummoning all hands on deck, fo comjfletely bad 
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the coRlUnt vyatcliing and fatigue exhaufled the vigour of the few, wh9 enjoyed 
theirhealth. 

On the. sd and 3d of June we had very bad weather ; torrents of rain feU vifithout; 
intermUIion, and the violence of the fqualls of wirfd exceeded all we had experienced 
before. On the 4th the fury of the Aempell; was. fuch as made us regard as tri 0 es tli|| 
event we had hitherto known. Never did gufts fucceed each other with lil^c rapidity ; 
waves never ran lo high nor in fuch confuiion : the lides of our veiTel behten by them 
at every inftant feemed ready to open from the force of the (hocks < our mizen-maft 
was carried away, with all our fife-rails to leeward ;.our anchors even were aUhofl: forced 
from: their places, notwithfianding the (Irength of the tackle with which they were 
faftened ; we were obliged to ladi them anew, and the ten men who alone remained of 
all our crew were employed on this objed during great part of the day. All night long 
the dorm continued: the rain fell in torrents, and the fea ran friglitfuily high the 
darknefs fcarcely admitted of our executing the moil fimple manoeuvres, and the whole 
of the interior of the (hip was drenched with water. Four of the remaining crew' were 
added to the Tick lift, and the fix who were yet able to keep the deck were overcome 
with fatigue and exhauftion. The fick between decks made the air ring with cries of 
agony : no, never could even fancy imagine a more affliding feene ; and its horrors 
were augmented by the general confternation. We were on the point of being obliged 
to leave the diredion of the (hip to the mercy of the Vaves ; clew lines were added to 
all the ropes, yet fcarcely could we (lull our fails. We had not an inftant to lofe. 
Afturedly, opr commander had too long deferred making for port. 

It had long been necelTary indeed we (hould haften our courfe to Port Jackfon. 

“ At this time,” fays our commander in his journal, and with great truth, “ I had but 
four men in condition to keep the deck, including the officers of the watch.” From 
thefefew words a judgment may be formed of the ravages effeded by the feurvy. Not 
a fingle perfon on board was exempt from it, nay even fonie of our domeftic gniinals 
were aftecled, and two rabbits and a monkey belonging to one of the crew died in cortil^ 
fequence. In midft of all tl^pfe calamities, our fecond phyfician M. Taillefer did him* 
felt the greateft credit by his kind attention and zeal : the only one of our dodors 
capable of rendering any effedive fervice to the fick ; he was conftantly employed night 
and day in tending them, and was at once their fuygeon and phyfician, their com- 
forter and friend. The afllidions fo immediately beneath his eye he has lately pidured 
in his initiatory dilTertation. “ All,” fays M. Taillefer, “ united to overwhelm our 
fick : having no other foqjJ than meat in a (late of putrefadion, and worm-eaten bif- 
cuit, for beverage but corrupt and (linking water ; deftitute at the fame time of any 
efficacious medicaments ; (hut up in a narrow vefi'el the fport of the winds and waves, 
and fju: from a place at which we might recruit, the malady encrealfel in inveteracy 
everyday. On the bodies of the fick, in different parts, tumors arofe covered by blacK 
fcabs f the whole of the (kin prefented at the root of the hair fmall round ^ots of the 
colour of wine lees, 'their joints became ftiff, and the mufcles were contraded, and 
kept the . limbs of the unfortunate fuft'erers half bent : 6&t ndthifig can furpafs the 
hideous afped of their countenance : to the livid complexion common in fcorbutic 
affedions was added a fwelling of the gums, which protruded .beyond the Up|, and 
exhibited fome parts mortified and others covered with ulcers > their Inrejtth was of 
fuch foetid nature as when infpired it feemed mortal. How often, in rendering them 
luccour, was I on the point of fainting ! The ftate of inanition in which thefe unfor- 
tunate beings was pldnged did pot however prevent their having a full ufe of their in- 
telledual faculties ; though their fenfe of perception Jerved but to make them feel 
more keenly their frightful anddefperate condition. 

5x2 On 



#92 VOtAOE tOR THE DISCOVERY W SOUTHERN LANDS. 

On the 5fh of June the ftorm had no^yet entirely ceafed, but as we were Hww vica*^ 
outatfea, and made much way towards the north, its violence was lefs diftreiSng. 
We paffed in the night the fouthem point of New Holland, defignated by Coojc by 
the name of Rara*s Head. On the'yth we loft Racine, Qur purfer’s m|te, one of the 
%oft robuft and eftimable men of our-Crew. 

From the 7th to the 1 5th the bad weather continued uninterruptedly. In the night 
of the 1 4- 15th we had much thunder.; hail-ftones fell of very large dimenfipns, and 
the lightning was fo vivid and frequent as to dazzle the fight. 

At leri^ on the 1 7th we 'defCried from the, maft-head a fail, on an oppofite tack, 
which feemed to wilh to hail us, and in a little time flie was alongfide. The captain 
came immediately on board, and informed us he was two days out only from Port 
Jackfon, on a fiihing voyage off the coafts of New Zealand ; that M. Flinders had been 
fome time at that port ; that the NaturaHfte had arrived there feveral days before, and 
had failed again in fearch of us ; that the boat we had been obliged to abandon on the 
eaftem coaft of Diemen’s Land, had been met with by an Englilh veffel belonging to 
Port Jackfon, and with its crew, was on board the Naturalifte ; that we ourfelves were 
impatiently expefted in the colony, where orders from the Englilh government had 
been received that we fhould be treated with the greateft refpeft, and that we Ihould 
meet there with every affiftance of which we ftood in need ; finally, he apprized us that, 
only a few days before, offici&l intelligence had arrived of the conclufion of peace'be- 
tweervf* England and France ; and what we learnt of its conditions giving a new value to 
this grand event, the cries of anguilh were for an inftant fufpended, anddn their Head 
refounded Ihouts of joy, and expreffions of gratitude towards that great man whofe 
name was connefted with this glorious pacification. 

We frad now been feveral days abreaft of Port Jackfon, without being able, owing 
to the extreme weaknefs of our crew, to execute the manoeuvres requifite for navi- 
gating our veffel into harbour. How great then was the general joy when on the 20th 
iive diftinguilheda large Englilh boat making towards us ! We learnt from the officer 
by whom it was commanded, that we had been feen from ^differ ent parts of the coaft by 
. perfons on the look-out for three days before ; and that tho governor, rightly imagining 
by our manoeuvres, that we were in the moft prelfing need of fuccour, had expedited 
this boat with a pilot and' the men neceffary to condudl; us into port. There, thanks to 
this powerful affiftance, we fpeedily found ourfelves at anchor. 

Thus terminated this long voyage, one of the moll deadly the hiftory of navigation 
can produce, and to which the whole of the crew was on the point of falling a facrifice. 
At this inftant, in fad, almoft all of thofe afflidled with the feurvy werefo ill, that a very 
few days would have carried off half the number ; two of them, indeed, expired tfee day 
after our comin'i^ to anchor ; but, thefe unfortunate men excepted, all recovered with 
a celerity which appears truly aftonilhing. What, then, can caufe this magical effedt 
of land and vegetables on a malady againft which the medical art in vain exhaitfts on 
board of.lhip its moft adtiye and efficacious remedies*? 

* In Heu of fome follojivmg remarks of M« Peroni by no means intcrefting to Engliflimen^ on ihe meane 
of preventing the* feurvy on board of (hip, the inftance of Captain Flinders, who ftridtiy follbwed the 
pre»:riptions of Ceptain 'Cooky may be adducedHo Ihcw, not only that , the of preventing the ra* 

vages of this dreadful mhlady at fea is well underilood by us, but alfo the fra&ice. So far from fliaring 
the iicknefs which fc^ttMcadfulIy afflided the Geographe, andbf which fuch an aiBiding pldure is dmwn. 
Captain finders, fauEig through th^ fame feas, and undergoing equal hardfliipa, on his arrival at Port Jack- 
foUi ha4 man^ot his crew doing duty upon deck, an^ in fucH a ftateof bealtli as to be diitinguiflied 

' jh Ncn^ 'Sdoin Wales for men who had frelh arrived from England.^^ Ta* 
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CHAP. XVII. — Operations of the Naturalise in Banks* s Strait, the Fumeaux IJlands, 

Kent\ Bay, Clark's and Prefervation J/lands, pape Portland, Swan and Waterhoufe 

J/lands. 

[From the 8tKf to the igt^^’of March 1802.3 

THE reader will doubtlefs recoiled the fejjaration of the Naturalifte and the 
Geographe on the eaftem coaft of Diemen’s Land. Before I enter on the particulars 
of our fojourn at Port Jackfon, whither the Naturalise returned a few days after our 
arrival, it fecms indifpenfable not to invert the courfe of events, I fliould previoufly 
detail the refults of the individual exertions of thofe on board in this laft part of her 
navigation. In the defeription, Meffrs. Boullanger, Freycind, and Bailly, fhall them- 
felves be the chief narrators of the different events that occurred. 

“ Spite of our following the only courfe we conceived the Geographe could take, 
we were unable,” fays M. Freycind, “ to keep her in fight. Her I'uperior failing, the 
multiplicity of her unfignaled tacks, and the bad weather we experienced throughout 
the whole of this fame night, will fufficiently explain the leparation that took 
place. 

“ On the 8th March we made towards land, in hopes of falling in with the 
Geographe. At four in the evening, our men on the iook-out perceiving a fail in the 
eaft-fouth-eaft, we had no doubt of its being our confort, and made faij towasds the 
veffel, but found it to be an Englifh brig, called the Endeavour, the captain of which 
informed us, that fhe was fourteen days from Port Jackfon, on her way to Maria 
Ifland, to catch ftals. This brig was built at' that port j her hull was of cafuarma 
wood, and her mafts of the euculyptus. After giving information to the captain of 
the fpots where feals moft abounded, we left him to continue our rcfearches. 

“ Very early on the i8th, we diftinguiflied another fail under the fame tack as our- 
felves, which proved an Englilh brig : in a little time a baat was lowered from hel*, 
which made towards us. V 7 hat was our furprife on perceiving it to be that of the 
Geographe, with, on board of her, Meffrs. Boullanger, Maurouard, and the eight, 
failors who had accompanied them ! Perfuaded of their having rejoined their Ihip on 
the 6th March, we had felt no anxiety on their account, though, but for the 
fortunate rencounter which chance threw in their way, their lot had been truly 
deplorable. 

** We learned from M. Boullanger, that, after vain endeavours in the evening of 
the 6th, to rejoin the Geographe, M. Maurouard and himfelf, refolved on anchoring 
under fticlter of the coaft ; that they had fpent the whole of the 7th in coaftihg alcmg 
the fliofe, and continuing the furvey of the preceding day ; that forced again to pau 
the night at fea, they had fuffered greatly from cold, rain, and a violent gale from 
the fouth-weft. “ Judge,” fays M. Boullanger, “ of our horrible fituation *. the fnall 
portion of food and water we had taken with us for one da^’s provifion on leaving the 
the fhip was expended ; we were finking under fatigue and wantt)f fleep ; our ploaths 
were drenched with fea water; while, expofed in a frail Ikiff to all the rage of a ftormy 
fea, we fuffered the moft cruel fufpepfe at « feparation on the .leng^ of wl^h we 
could make no calculation.” • , * 

The 8th March, our companions continuing their courfe towards tl^e noith, fell in 
with a large flight of cormorants ; 'they killed fpme of thefe ; and fortunately dif> 
covered Maurouard Ifland, on which they were enabled to renew their prouifion of . 
frefh water : they paffed the night here to recruit their ezhaufted powers. 


The 
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■The 9th ^ day>break, they eonidnaed thdr courfe towards the north* keeping^frery 
clofe m land, and c^ntipuine their furVey with a fteadine&i. highly hoiion^blf, nqder' 
fi milar circumftances. At half p|(b four they had Tight of Fupieaux at ^ve 

4 hey anchored for the night, under flielter of the fingular rocks defcrit^ in Chapter 
XIV. Scarcely had they fought this^efuge before they 'perceived a fan; they nude 
towards it, and jfbund it to be the Englilh brig Harrington, of aoo t^s, commanded ^ 
by Captein Campbell. ^ 

** This, generous Englifliman,” continued M. Boullanger, “ received us in the moft 
obliging ’ manner, and kindly granted whatever wft. required for ourfelves and crew. 
On bturd of ' Captain Campbell’s Ihip we were ferved with excellent fait provifions, 
potatoes from Port Jackfon, and bifcuit baked there. The brig he commanded had 
been built in the docks of that colony, and was bound for Bank’s Strait, to load with 
feals Ikins colleft^ there by men left for the purpofe at the Fumeaux Iflands, King’s 
Ifland, &c. Neverthelefs, Captain Campbell obligingly offered to carry uS to Port 
Jackfon, provided in the few days he would be occupied in examining Dalrymple 
River and the Weftem Port, we fliould not fall in with our veffels. He propofed in 
the interval to leave us on the Fumeaux Iflands, whither he would return for us at the 
Hated time. We felt duly grateful to M. Campbell for his liberal kindnefs, but ob- 
ferved to him at the fame time (through an interpreter), that we could not fo foon 
refolve on giving up fearch of ’our velfels. as by cruifing a fortnight longer at the 
entrance of the llrait, we hoped to meet with them ; we confequently befought him 
to fpwe us a fufficiency of provifions for that fpace of time, and, in cafe of the failure 
of our hopes, to enable us afterwards to reach Port Jackfon. Not only did this 
generous captain readily comply with dur requeft, but of his own accord offered us 
much more than we had prefumed to alk ; he promifed us moreover a chart, tables 
of the decienfion of the fun, which we needed to diredt us on our courfe, and a ftorc 
of powder and fliot. 

Khtt. Things being thus arranged with M. Campbell we paffed the night very plea- 
fantly on board the Harringtdn, all of us penetrated with the moft lively fentiments of 
gratitude at a demeanour fo markedly attentive and kind. .It did indeed receive addi- 
tional value in our eyes, from the political fituation of our two nations in Europe ; the 
Englilh Captain having himfelf informed us that the war continued to be profecuted 
with greater fury than ever. 

“ TJie loth March in the morning, we were preparing to bid adieu to Captain 
Campbell, to begin our cruife in front of Bank's Strait, wjien a large veffel was dif- 
tinguiihed from the maft-head, which we foon knew to be the Naturalifte : bidding 
now fareWll to our hofts, we took to our boat, and in a little time reached th^ French 
Ihip, happy in having thus efcaped the various misfortunes which a feparation Uke ours 
might have occafioned.” 

• The narvative of M. Boullanger not admitting a doubt but the Geographe was ftill 
in the fou/h^ Captain Hamelin refolved on waiting for him in Banks's Strait ; in con- 
fequence he, in fhe *everiihg of the 10th March, anchored near Swan Ifland. The 
I ith at day-bieak, Meffrs. Boullanger, Freycin^f, and Crieg, were difpatched with 
the boat of the.V^eographe to Portland tCape, carefully to obferve its pofttion. The 
isth, ^eftrs. Maurauard and Boullanger weht in the boat to complete the furvey 
fouth'kwd of that part of the coaft comprized between Swan I^and and the Point of 
the Naillbiifte, where thefer former furvey had termmated. L^ly, on the 1 3th, at 
haliSijii|il%ht ieRhe evening, M. I^aure was fent in thq long 4 x>af of the Naturalifte to 
viftt IE^’s Bay* accompanied by M. Bailly. 

The 
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The 14th,’* fays M. Freycind, ** the wind ii;eered from the, north-eaft to ^^.the 
ee||?dbtith»eaft>- ^nd blew with fuch violencd that pur" anxiety ^atne general for the 
fine of the two boats tyt fea : oiir own immediate fafety was next a fubje^ of apprc- 
henfion. , Atfounin the afternoon, our larboard ^:able cut ; weimm^diately let gooui; 
ibrboard andtor, ufing the cuftoinary precautions,, but fcarcely did the c^le feel the 
ftrefs of the ftip^ before it likewife fprung : thus in an inftant both dpi* heavy anchors 
were loft, and we were reduced to the only alternative of getting under fail, not- 
withftanding the danger to which we expofed our boats by, thus abandoning 
them. The ftorm continued to the 18th March, obliging us to keep conftantly tack- 
ing in the ftrait. Captain Hamelin preferring to run every rilk, rather than expofe his 
boat’s crews to deftruftion.” 

The boats rejoining the ftiip on the i8th, we neared Waterhoufe Ifland, to look for 
the GeOgraphe. Our fearch being fruitlefs, we again fleered for Swan Illand, in 
order to drag for the anchors ; but, notw'ithftanding all Our efforts, we were unable 
to difcover the leaft ’trace of them : our captain now refolved on cruifing fome days 
in the opening of Bafs’s Strait, intending afterwards to proceed diredly to the Ibuth in 
fearch of our confort, which he had every reafon to imagine ftill in that quarter. But 
before we accompany him thither, let us trace the interefting refults of the miffipn of 
M. Faure to the Furneaux Iflands. 

•Dilpatched, as we have previoufly faid, on the evening of the 13th March, to re- 
connoitre Kent’s Bay, fftuate between the Furneaux Iflands, Clark’s,, and P);eferva-' 
tion Iflands.., Melfrs. Faure and Bailli failed all night through with foggy weather. On 
the next day, luffing up to make the laft of thefe iflands, they loft their mizen maft, 
which was fplit by the violence of the wind j* favoured, however, by ftrong currents 
they reached the ifland. 

“ Prefervation Ifland, thus named,” fays M. Bailli, “ from its fituation at the en- 
trance of Kent’s Bay, which it protefts from the weft winds, is furrounded by a great 
number of rocks and iflets, which ferve as a retreat for innuraerabJe flocks of le^. 
It is itfelf nothing but a large granitic plateau, raifed about 100 feet above the level.of 
the fea : the coaft of the ifland is indented by an infinite number of fandy coves, ,but 
in front of them, as if to interdid all entrance, lie' a groupe of rocks, againft which 
the fea beats with violence. The chief of thefe rocks are breakers covered by a fe^y 
feet of water, but fome rife to a fhort height above the furface. , 

“ The granitic rock which fprms the entire fubftance of Prefervation Ifland, is 
covered with a thin ftratum of earth, deep enough however to nourifh fome fmill trees» 
and a tolerably thick herbage. Under this a prodigious number of fphenici, of a 
white and blue colour, (aptenodytes minor, Forfter) form their nefts in borrows be- 
tween fhe roots of trees, and of the ftrong grafs with which moft ‘"-of the ifland fe 
covered ; but where grafs is wanting, they burrow in the ground. In fuch pl^es 
walking is very labormus, as the ground is like a warren, and expofes the«trav«ilfr at 
every ftep to fink in it up to the knees. Throughout the whole of day thefe 
aptenodytes nfeftle in pairs in their holes, but foon as nigtft approaches they fl(«k ilk 
numbers to the Ihore in fearch of fifh and other animals they make their prey j nbr do 
they return to their afylums before the break.of day. In order, no doubt, to make their 
burrows more warm, they cover the bottom with dry leaves and feathers^ hfre it is 
that they reat* their y^ng» until they aire able to proceed to the ihora and feek fup- 
port for themfelves. Thefe birds are not Very wild, and only defend themfelves wiih 
their beak on any one attentpting to take them : apparently they are veryifood ioC 
warmth i for, in the night time they flocked to our fires, and often expofed themfelves 
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to pe burnt. Otje of oarfaibrs, wrapt up in a. blanket, was fo perpetually alTalled 
by them, that he was unable to^ lleep, the birds, with inconceivable obftinaicy, per* 
fiiUng iniharing his covering, an4 getting between it and his body ; aad^ though in 
bus vexation, he ‘‘killed feveral, the fiftvivors ftill returned to the charge.^ Thefe birds 
have a very piercii% cry, relembling that of the deck. As this was notithe leaf<m of 
their laying theii^ eggs, we found none ; but alrnoft every nell co]:{t|ined two young 
birds, pretty ftrong, and tolerably fledged : from this circumflahce we OOnclttded Ihat 
this fpiieies of fphenifcus fets but on two eggs. The fleih of this bird is ^ifagreeable 
to the ta(bl:.the fat is fo oily as tonvelt with the lejift warmth, and bang mixed with 
the whole fubftance of the animal, gives it an ologinous and naufeous fme^l. foiled 
on live coals, tfte aptenodytes acquire a tafte differing little from that of pickled hi- 
ring, and only in this manner cooked did we find then eatable. 

“ The north-eaft coaft of Prefervation Illand is at the fame tim^ the moft healthy, 
and aflbrds the belt flielter }• thcfoutherh coaft on The contrary, briftlingvdth breakers 
and reels, is inacceflible. Many remnants of the wrecks of veflels of various dimen- 
fions areftrewed all over the ifland, proofs of the frequency of tempefts here, and of 
their fatal confequences. The fliipwreck of the Sydney, a veflel belongmg to the 
colony, is efpecially remarkable on account of the following circumftances. Of the 
whole crew feventeen alone were faved. After remaining fome time on Prefervation 
Ifland^ they determined on gaming the continent of New Hollmd, and returning by 
land'to.Port Jackfon. They fucceeded in effeft on meeting together at Wilfon’s Pro- 
montory, whence they began their march for the Englilh fettlement, mofe than 200 
leagues diftant. On the way they had to ftruggle with all the horrors of hanger and 
thirft ; were much incommoded by tht hordes of favages who inhabit thefe difmal 
coafts, and had many fkirmifhes with thefe ferocious men. Three only of thefe un- 
fortunate men fucceeded in overcoming the obllacles and dangers of this journey ; 
fourteen perilhing either of fatigue or in the different attacks 6f the favages. 

' ** The moft remarkable*circumftance in a geological point of view prefented by 
Prefervation Ifland is the following : in the fouthem part, that the moft wild and 
barren, on mounts of tolerable elevation, large infulate blocks of granite are feen 
ftanding as if in equilibrium on the ground, and without apparently being conneded 
with it. 

“ In fome parts of the ifland, thofe efpecially at which the unevennefs of the furface 
ceafes, su'e fmall fpots covered with a lively verdure, makitained by the greater moif- 
turfe of "their low pofition. Here live in peace and withemt c^'ead of man a fpecies of 
goofe peculiar to New Holland : it is of a brown colour, covered with fpots the third 
of an inch* in diameter, and of the fame colour as the reft of the body, but of a deeper 
fliade. Thefe g^fe are rather tame, and fo willingly allowed our approaching them, 
that we eatight a fuflicient number to fuppprt us during the two days we remained on 
the ifland, ^vnthout the leaft difEculty. It was not howeFer, I imagine, the firft 
time they pad been attacked in their peaceful retreat i for at a fli6rt diftance from the 
fyot where tliey fldckftd in’^reateft number, we faw the wreck of feveral hbts formed 
of poles faftened together with hempen cord, and which had doubtMs Served as an 
afylum to fome 6f the failors, the frightful wrecks of whofe flups w^e feen in every 
part* ' 

“ At the funimit of the largeft trees of PrefervStibn Ifland, |rhich do not exceed 
twelve feet in height, nefte of birds afe found /ormed of unall branches of trees 
interwoven with much nicety. Thete nefts are ninety-feven centihieters in diameter 


^ 38 inches Englifh. 
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and imtpre than tliirty-two centimeters * thick. They are fufficiently f^Iid, as I proved, 
io bear the weight of a man : when we faw them they were abandoned’ : but they were 
covered by- a thic^ layer of frelh dung. ’ ’ 

The fury of thq ftorm which had hitherto detaibed us on Prefervation Ifland 
having at length abated, and the rain paving cea^d, we hallened our departure, and 
in the morning of the 15th ftoered for Kent’s Bay. B^y noon we found we -were off 
the north-weft f^eVf Clark’s Ifland, at which we hmded. Thefhore is formed of large 
detached, blocks of granite; the number of lofty 'trees is inconfideralsle, but fl^^lfer 
ones and fhrubs are abundant. In order to advance into the interior, we^ foiirfd it 
nccelTary to cliptb up enormous raaffes of rock, the nakednefs x)f which ieftified the 
violeiicb of the wind off the coaft. 

“ Shortly after leaving Clark’s Ifland we reached at the opening of Kent’s Bay. 
The coaft of this bay, on the eaft and weft, coaflfts of high lands ; at the extremity, 
is low, fundy, and well wooded ; it forms a narrow illinus, and in this rcfpeift the 
conftituUon of the Furneaux iflands perfcdly aflimilates with that of the peninfula 
Freycinft, and that of Maria Ifland, the Foreftier Peninfula, &c. Kent’s Bay i^ far 
from oft'ering thofe advantages which might be expefted from its fize and pofition: 
in fa<ft, fand-bank, which has fcarcely enough water on it to admit a boat to pafs, 
clofes the bay on the caftern fide, and in this direftion occupies almoft half its (Extent. 
On the welt are rocks, which render the navigation dangerous, and anchorage even 
diflicult ; if to thefe circumftances be added that this large bay is almoft wholly 
expofed to the fouth winds, thofe the moft ftorniy in the Aullral Ocean, ir'will doiibu 
lefs be allowdl that its utility to navigation can never be very ^reac. 

“ Of different value is a fort of fmall port comprized between Clark’s and Preferv* 
ation Iflands and the moft fouthern of thofe of Furneaux ; it is fiife and commodious : 
it is three miles in length by a medium breadth of one and a half, and has good, an- 
chorage from fix to fifteen fathoms water, with a fandy and muddy bottom: finally, 
it is fo completely furrounded by the neighbouring lands, th^t it would be defended .t 
from all winds if thofe from the eaft to weft palling by the fouth were not occafionally , 
felt, the lands which fhould arreft the violence of thefe winds being very low. . Still, 
it fhould feem, the fea here can never run very high ; for though we were in this 
port during a gale, we were able to effeift a landing with cafe in any parr. I have ‘rto 
doubt therefore, when the caftern palTages fliall be better known, but this port will be 
much frequented by fiflierraen, its difpofition being fuch that, let whatever wind pre- 
vail, it may be entered and quitted with the wind abaft. As for frelh water, it is pro- 
duced neither on Prefervation nor Clark’s Ifland ; I am even ignorant whether any 
is to be found on this one of the Furneaux Iflands ; but every part of this ifland con- 
tiguous to, the port being covered with lofty and well-wooded mountainsvand the coaft 
here being indebted by deep bays^ I am inclined to believe that a fearch here woqld be 
repaid by difeovery of one or more fprings, fufficicntly copious to anfwer the ,wap;ts >of 
navigators. But let us-return to the profecution of our voyage. : i- ' ' ‘ ^ 

“ Leaving Kent’s Bay, we bore for the northern part of filark’^ Ifland, ‘jvherq we 
landed by fall of day : the coaft on this fide is low, and formed oT rocks dlfpqfed^itt 
vertical beds paraltel to each other and to the fliore. '<> > „* ■, 

“ At a few^aces from the fhore the country is covered with fhrubs and fmall trees ; 
but no u-ees of large growth, are feen as on the Furneaux iflands oppofitq to "Clark’s 
Iflc : that we found no ftae|h watei; caufod us lefs aftonilhment ffom the til^d confift- 
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ing, as we have before noticed, pf a granhjc plateaux, of little eleviition -above Fhe fes^ 
and only thinly Covered with’'a ftrafutn of yegetjible^ earth* ■Thefe difmal (hores, like 
thofe of Prefervation Iflandj.w^^e ftrewed wttli wrecks, and among the velttges of 
them we difcOvered the carriage df a gun, and the»ren}naats 6f«a cafe wjth the Kaft 
India Company’s mark. On this iflasid are found valt numbers of feals of a middling 
lize,. dovering the rocks and iflets by which it is furrounded : the^feal*fifliery would 
con^quently be as eafy of effeft.at this point as it would be profitable, nor. will 
thi^dltiglilh, we. may prefume, be tardy of availing themfelves of this blTaioch of com- 
rade, . 

“ Ihe 17th of March, in the morning, we fteered for the anchorage where we had 
left the Naniralifte, but not finding her there, and the thick fog with Which the 
atmofphere was loaded preventing our keeping the fea, we landed on Swan Ifland. 
This ifiand, placed at the entrance of Banks’s Strait, is loW } its bafe is formed of 
black amphibolous granite, on which are fmalPtumuli of fand, the fubilratum witli 
which alnioft the whole iilaiul is covered : thefe tumuli produce fome fhrabs. An 
excellent level beach allows of eafy accefs to the ifland, and the fliore is indented by 
fraall coves pretty fecure for boats and veffels of light burthen. Seals are plenteous 
on the coafts of this ifland : here alfo is found a great number of wild geefe of the 
fame fpecies as thofe of Prefervation Ifland. We did not indeed find any running 
fpring here, but readily obtainfed what water we wanted, by digging a well fame few 
feet.deep iq a hollow, in which from the nature of the furface w.e judged the waters 
muft drain. 

** After fome hours’Vefl: jn Swan Ifland, we left it for that of Waterhoufe, the ren- 
dezvous appointed for the Naturaliftfe. Iq a little time we doubled Cape Portland, a 
low land, covered with buflies, but of granitic flruclure : here is fecn a vaft flat, which 
' in terapeftuous weather we prefumed is overflowed by the fea, as it is wholly dcilitutc 
of trees, and covered with mud. This part of Diemen’s Land is inhabited by a 
numbo' of fmall animak refembling the kanguroo-rat : one of them we caught, but 
oinfortunately it has been loil. At diftance in the interior are forefts of very beautiful 
trees, which extend till loft in the horizon. For five or fix leagues from the fliore the 
country is flat ; but at that diftance lofty mountains are feen, apparently forming a chain 
running from fouth-caft to north-weft. The whole coaft that bounds the cape eaft- 
ward is difficult of approach, on account of illcts fcarcely covered by the fea. Weft of 
Cape Portland is a great bay promiflbry of good anchorage, fecure againft winds from 
the elft to the fouth-eaft, and from the fouth to the fouth-jveft ; the depth of water is 
pretty great, and a landing eafy. 

“ Waterhoufe Ifland, on which we landed at fix in the evening, appears to be an ele- 
vated plateau from one hundred and fifty to two hundred feet above tjie level of Hhe 
left,' flopihg on the northern, eaftern, and weftem fiefes, but abrupt and perpendicular 
on the iputhem. The bafe is a black, amphibolic granite, like that of Gape Portland 
add lfl<md» pn which are incumbent horizontal beds of ffee-ftone. The whole of 
the upper jpart bf rtie pl&teau is covered with large trees? labile thofe on the flopcs, 
very ctofe to each other, efpecially near the ravines, ftre of a fraaller fize. Thefe fmall 
trees keep th 5 earth conft^tly moift, and beneath their (hade a vSfft number of rills 

frefli water fupply a fufficiency of that article, for .the Wants of the ^people fettled 
th^e. ’ 'We faw here a vaft humber bf fphenici of the fartiih fpecies inbticed on Preferv- 
ation’Iihnd, befides a fmali animal, Which the /:rew , at oobe termed a rat, but which 
everyi thing announces to belong to a dr^rent fpecibi?. The hair, of this animal is long 

and filky ? its colour a yellpwifli grey t it is moreover fo little timid, that numbers of 
* ■ ® ' them 
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them camd cldfe to us to eat the remnants of our meal. One of ouf feamen took liold 
of one 6ven without its appeating to be alarmed. ’Witerhopfc Wafad is much reforted 
t 6 %v fcalg,* fome of \yhich are of enormous fize. JRibs of wh’ales are likewife feen in 
great nnm^ber thrown on the beach by the fea. • - 

“ The next day at day-break allj^were on the look-out for the Naturaliftc^ ,artd her 
not appearing excited great anxiety ; we began to form the mofl; gloomy conjectures 
refpefting her rate and that referved for ourfelves, when at length we diftinguiihed 
this veffol luffing up in front of the ifland : we immediately embarked, and *i^rtrtly 
joined our companions, all of us alike happy in Ijavinga'fcaped the dangei;^ with which 
during the five previous days wc had been menaced by the lempcft in Banks's Srait.” 

CHAP. XVIII. — Operations of the i^aturalifle in Banks's S trail : northern Part of 
Diemen's l,and ; Dah pjiple River ; IVilfon's Promontory 'j Wcjlern Port. 

£From the 19th of March to the 28 th of June, 1802.3 

THE Geographe not yet making her appearance in Bafs's Strait, and every thing 
combining to fatisfy us that Ihe ftill nnifl: be in the fouth. Captain Hamelin refolved on 
feeking her there. For this purpofe we failed on the 21ft of March, and by the 
next day were off .Cape Dcgcrando. Six days were employed cruizing on different 
tacks along the caftem coaft, where no traces of our .commander appearing, M. Ha- 
nielin was obliged to haften his return to Bafs’s Strait : but a junction had now become 
impracticable, the Gcographe having already begun its excellent furvey of Napoleon 
Land. . 

Difappointed in every inftance of his fcarch, but confined by the inoft pofitive 
orders, Captain Hamelin again neared Waterhoufe Ifland ; and in order to reap all 
poffiblc advantage from his obligatory ftay in Bafs’s Strait, he difpatched Meffrs. Faure 
and FreycinCt to Dalryraple River, with orders to verify the chief details of the 
F.nglilh chart, and fee to what extent it might be relief upon. I'hefe gentlemen 
did not return till the 7th, when M. Freycinft rendered an account of the .refult, of 
his expedition. From hinj we learnt that the currents run very ftrong at the mouth 
of this river, and that the entrance to it is obftrufted in fuch manner by rocks and 
fand-banks as to render it fomewhat difficult of navigation. “ Bui” (it is M. FreycinCl 
who Ipeaks for himfcif) “ as its breadth is great, when the paffages fhall be better 
known, the entrance into this river will prefent no real danger ; on both the one and 
the other bank is obferved a great number of fmall coves, in which veffels ttiay find 
Ihelter from the winds and currents. 

“ The chart of M. Flinders pretty clearly points out the principal featuflres of the 
river’s.courfe ; but it contains much incorreCtnefs, which wc found it more eafy for us 
to diffinguilh than amend, the period appointed for our return on board not aduutdng 
us to enter into the detail of the geography of this interefting river. . 

“ The land on it? banks appeared to me of excellent quality in general } ‘Vegetation 
is very flouriihing in every part, and the country is well w^ded, ttmugh' the tre^ do 
not appear to me fit for Ihip-b^ldihg. 

“ Throughout the whole extent we exanyned, the water of the riter is fo fiih as to 
be unfit for drinking. The fame remark alfo applies to the rivylets drhich fall into it, 
fome only excepted Which bring down frelh yater. 

“ For the coaft of .'Diemen's ^and comprized betw^n WateyKovffe Iflaijd and 
Dalrymple River, h is low and covered \pth tre6s : in th$ interior, and efpepially on 

S Y '2 the 
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the jeft Bao)c;pf ^gh moantauis^are feeq, jfotae of 'iifrMdli* appeared to 

08 utierly l?ar< 8 . 

§*flf uili^airi X)f the fete,# me-OiCograph^i a feilhfi 4 obfcrver of Ijis ^ets, 
]yf/ 3 ^ip^irtpr«ceAled,'to the of Wilfotv*s lVom.oniory,,' 8 mi that 

poui^i|t5Pe feyedS bd^ls wore to. complete thp geogtaphy of the Boul- 

lange#* W engineer* in one of thfefc boats, was directed to reconpoUre^.the pi^montory, 
the its neighbourhood, and the portion of land bebjjw^ the pwj- 

ij)i^i^a^oiigt 3 ind the entrance of the weflem port. I'he geographic ttigiaeer, Mj Faure, 
wiffl^jiitqi’jwats, commanded by Mefld. Milins and Brcvedent, bent his cotnfe ftferards 
the,w(ofl^ port itfelf, in order to verify theEnglilh chart, to corrcd it, or, in cafe it 
tyas found top full of errors, to draw a trefii chart. 

This laft operation took up eight days, the rcfult being that the Engllfli chart was hi 
every refpaft very defective } that the large peninfula, marked in the chart of M. 
Flindeft as occupying the whole extremity of the port, is in truth an illand, the tour 
of which was, for the firft time, made by M. Brovedent, and which we named LUfle 
des Fran9ai.s, (Frenchmen’s Ifland) j that the weflcrn port has two entrances, one on 
the call impaffable for large veflcls, the other on the weft divided into two diftin6t 
paifeges by a large land-bank in the middle of the channel ; that this port has every 
where good anchorage, and is fufficicntly capacious to contain a great number of jHiip-s 
of any burthen ; that landing is ealy of effeft ; that the bafe of the land is a redifilh 
granite of middle-fized grains funnounted by beds of frec-ftone 4 that in many parts 
are llreamlets of frelh water, competent to fupply lliipping ; that the Ihil is fertile, 
vegetation extremely a£tlve, and the country well wooded ; in lliort, that the eftern Port 
is one of the fineft in nature, and uni^es all the advantages calculated to render it at 
fomc future period a valuable feltlement : the rife of tide i.s commonly from 16 to 19 
decimeters * ■, but, apparently, under peculiar circumftances, it rifes 49 decimeters f. 

iDuring their ftay at Port Weftern, our companions had an interview with thf‘ 
fav^ges of this part of Neva Holland. The human fpecies feemed to them but thinly 
fcatlered* on this point ; fuch of the natives as they faw (hewed theinfelves miftruftful 
and perfidious ; their language <ecmed to refemble that of the inhabitants of Diemcn*s 
J and only in the extreme rapidity of utterance moreover, in their features, the fltape 
of the head, the fmoothnefs and great length of their hair, the inhabitants of the pro- 
montory are perfectly diS'erent from thofe of Dentrecaftcaux Channel : their teeth are 
han^oine and well fet, and it does not appear they have the pradico of knocking out 
.my of thofe in front ; the food of thefe people confifts chie% of fliell-filh ; they paint 
the body and face' with ftripcs, crofles, white and red circles, and pierce the griflle ol 
the nofe, through which they thruft a fmall flick 15 to 18 centimeters long | ; like the 
aborigines of Port Jackfon, they wear, collar-fafliion, a fort of necklace, formed of a 
mMuber<of foort tubes of coarfe draw ; like thefe laft people, and thofe alfo of Diemdn’s 
Lan 4 » tibey blacken their body and face with powdered charcpal. Of thirteen indivi- 
duals feenj^ one only was clothed with a black Ikin, the other ‘twelve h^ng wholly 
naked* fo order to'warmThemfelves, or polSbly out of mefe wanto^si^fimHey kitidle 
it) .the woods the mp&deftrufBvc^ fires. Such are the |hfrrntinniT#iw^^ 
the"*peclhlebfth6 fouthern point of New.Holland, HpweVffr.focpiilPI^, they apply 
wiri>*fp^ equity to ^'different tribes, whofe curions fh^H bijive cllewhcre 

to t no donbt can he emerttuned hot att.of them are of one race. 

UptjardI of from 5 to 6 feet Etiglilh. ‘ f f«Pf‘ ' i Ftyrf 6 to 7 inches Englllh. 

At 
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, At tins <|MkTi'Capttin Hameltfi found himfelf in a very ecnbiaTTBii^ fituatjon : he 
had tiaxerftd the whole of Bafs's Stwit without with Jthe' ; h» 

ftocft^ptt)vJfi<Ms was fo ne^ly eafhaufted, that he, had not fulfident toiA’^ he 
reachmj^ejport in the Indies ; and before he wfent thither he had (o coiq,{!^t4P die 
furvey of 'thp fouth-well'coaft of Nc^y Holland.* . In this extremity, *the only he 
couid' adopt' was tj fteer for Port Jackfon. After the return therdPore bf all bh bpat^, 
he travelfed the flrtut, doiibted Gape Howe, the moft fouthera of thofe difcovailhd - by* 
Cook, on the 20 th April, from this point ftcered N, E. by N. and the next day was 
in the latitude of Dromedary Point, precifely on jthe fasne day and at the.famp hour 
that it was difcovered by the immortal Cook, thirty-two years before ; and on the a4lh 
April was in fight of Port Jackton, in which the next day he call anchor. 

War ftiU continued between France and England ; the famous northern confede- 
ration, by placing Great Britain on the very verge of deftruftion *, had rendered more 
inveterate the fentiment of national hatred, and Captain Hamelin had reafon to fear 
that he fliould not have been allowed to remain in the port, or at Icaft, that thofe 
fuccours would be refufed him which he came there to feek. But fhort was his 
anxiety j the Englilh received him from the firft inftant with that noble and righteous 
(grande et loyale) liberality, which can only be accounted for, or have been produced, 
by the perfedion to which civilization nas arifen in Europe. The firft houfes of the “ 
coteny were open to our companions, and during'Vhtf whole of their ftay, they expe- 
rienced that delicate and endearing hofpitality, which does equal honour jto thofe. who 
pradife it, md thofe who arc its objods. 1 he whole refouras of the country were 
placed at tire difpofal of the French captain ; and already Captain Hamelin was laying 
in a complete ftock of provifions, to enable him to make the furvey of the fou'th-weft 
coaft, when he was plunged into a foa ol doubts (about how to ad) by the arrival of 
Captain Flinders at Port Jackfori. On this occafion he learnt that the Geographe 
had been on this vefy coaft fcvcral months before ; and, as the commodore had feveral 
times repeated to him, that after this voyage he intended to proceed to the Ifle of 
France, he at length rtfolved on proceeding thither : in confequence, he haftened his 
preparations, and fet fail the,i3th May in the morning, leaving behind him M. Milius, 
who was very ill. 

A few days before the departure of the Naturalifte, official intelligence had been re- 
ceived of the conclufion of peace between France and Great Biitain. This event, 
however, could add nothing to the friendly fentiments of the Englifh at Port Jackfon ; 
but wa' a fubjed for great rejoicing on the part of our companions. I’he refle^’on to 
them was grateful, in lad, at theinftant of their departure, that they were about to find 
their country happy and at peace, and governed by the lame man who had effeEked foch 
miraclespto infure that happinefi., and that wilhed-for peace. Vain delufions! the 
demon of war had nofyet fatiated his rage, and even our tonfo^t, as we Audi elfewlteitfr 
notice, was nigh becoming one of his earlieft vidims. 


Hn metttint; la Grand« Bretagne a deu* doigt* Se U perte. The aAemh1(ge*vf M 

espedkion mutt have ha^ ifery,orude idea* of the power Of Great Biitain, to ftniry tjiiftt ever 
were ala< Died at tbit northern eopfedcratioo, much that it could h^ve intimidated libjt gtwehjjHi^ or 
have tLiidettd fo inveterate tne»ienume6t of natiouat haired, as to ^qthdr or, ha 

f^rvaiit. 10 depart from a promijb given. The confederation. Indeea, vln^‘in!uu^ lit tne^t|pi|ttik|»F CAat 
Britain, and in conkqncnce was ci^fttid. The thunder, of ondortnatmeot, under bielfoa 

made tilt paitiea to the confederacy abandon^ tlieir pretcnQpas dad fne j^r^^^or placing 

Great Biitaia cm the very»yerge of dettrsdlion* Tje.,. ■* 

Satisfied 



got VOYAOt THM WSCOTERy OF SOt^THEW^ tANDS. 

SfktJsfied frolo his own ekpsricnce, and by all he had heard at Port of the 

to be abprehended in Bafs*s S.^rait, Captain HameKn firft refolved hewing 
towards thefoiith, todduble the auftral point pf Diemen’s Land ; but in^der 
to (faorten hjs coiurfe, be determined to attempt, at lead, the paflage of the StrafT} but 
repeatedly drivpn back by the wefterir winds amj currents, by ftorms add bad wea- 
tbw». he returned to his primary intention of doubling the South Cape. 

Tlje 5th of June he found himfelf |n latitude 44“ 55' S. : the fea ran dreadfully high, 
and the wind blew with violence, and in outrageous fqualls ; rain fell iii torrents ; 
and, to poniplete his misfortmic, conrtant weft winds oppofed his doubling the Cape. 

. The 8th of June, the fame bad weather ftill continued*, the failors, conftantly enveloped 
in fogs, overcome with fatigue, and reduced to fubfift on the moft unwholefome food 
loudly complained of fo much adverfiry ; and as it feemed impoffible to contend with 
the violence of the winds from the fouth-weft. Captain Hamelin held council with his 
oflicers : all agreed on the infufficiency of the provifions on board for a voyage of fuch 
bad. omen, and which was likely to be of double the length computed. The Captain 
confequently refolved on tracing back his courfe, and tacked about for the north : at 
this time he was in latitude 47“ S., expofed to all the rigours of a foutnem winter, 
which was now fetting in ; and the firft fymptoms of the feurvy already began to 
manifcft themfelves among his crew. 

The 20th of Jeme he made? Ma^ia Ifland ; the 21ft was abreaft of Fumeaux UTands ; 
on the 234 the Ram’s Head, on the eaft coaft of New Holland, was.diftinguilhed. The 
fea now, which had bl'“n fo rough and ftormy, ccafed to ftrain the mip ; the fogs 
gradually difperfed ; the temperature was milder, and every thing announced to our 
companions tneir eftrangement from file ftormy regions of the extremity of the eaftera 
(fouthem) world. At length, on the evening of the 27th June, they bad fight of Port 
Jackfon, into which they entered the next morning ; but owing to calms and baffling 
winds, they were unable, until the 3d of July, to reach the anchorage, where we had 
already been lying for fewjral days. Thus were again united a fecond time* and by the 
foereft chance, two veffels, which the conftant perverfity of the commodore in refufing 
to attend to the rendezvous appointed, had compelled twice to cruize by themfelves, at 
thofe two epochs of our voyage when it would have been moft advantageous for 
them to have a&ed in concert. 

CHAP. XIX. S/ay at Pori Jackfon. 

■ [From the 20th June to i8th Novembef 1802.] 

FRdM what I have faid in the foregoing chapters, the reader will premife that our 
arrival at Port Jackfon could then be no fubjed of wonder ; but how much ueafoa had 
we for aftonilhment /n beholding the ftourilhing ftate of this lingular and diftant 
colony. The beaut^h-vf.AHcif^ijrt was the admiration of every one. From an en- 
trance,”, fays Comifiiij^nre Phillips, — nor isthereanyexaggersuibnin this defeription,— - 
** from an entrandb ndf more than two miles>br(^, Port Jackfon widens gradually 
into a great b^n, with fufficiept drath of water for the laigeft Ihips, and fpacious 
«|iough to contain in perfed fafaty all that could ever be colleaed here : nay, a tbou- 
fiiw 4 ,of the lmes:ould manoeuvre in h with greateft eafe# It ftretchUs inland about 

• can tH» poffiblf be /niei Ceptaia Hamik’n being new but tb«e weeks out from Port Jackron, 

wbere ^"w'whole refimrcc* of tbe govencment were operf to hiW’ b4 bad laid in a Hock of 

laft him till hit arrival at tbe life of Prance I Ta. 

9 ’ thirteen 
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# 9 es m a weilem diredb^ and contains at leaft a buiidi^ fmall creeks, 
fomtod by very narrow tongues of land, which, fumilh excellent Iheiter from all winds. 
FdH^cioufnefs and fafety. Port Jackfon is inconteftibly ond of the fineft ports in the 
worla. . » 

^ Aboiit the middle of this magnificent harboyr, and on the Ihore of one of its prin- 
cipal coves on the fouthern fide, riles the town of Sydney, the capital of the coQnty 
of Cumberland, and all the Engliih colonies in Auftralafia. Built on the flope of Mivo 
neighbouring hills, and traverfed lengthwife by 'a fmall rivulet, this rifing town has a 
pleafing and pifturefque appearance. To the right, >dnd on the' northern point of 
Sydney Cove, is feen the Signal Battery, built ’ on a rock of difficult' accefs ; fix 
pieces of cannon, protefted by a trench of turf, crofs the fire of another battery, 
which we lhall prefently defcribe, and thus defend, in the moft efficacious manner, the 
approach to the town and its peculiar port. Beyond, the large buildings of the hof- 
pital prefent themfelves, capable of containihg two or three hundred fick : among 
thefe buildings, that efpecially is worthy of notice, of which all the pieces, fafhioned in 
Europe, were brought in the veffels of Commodore Phillips, and which, a few days 
after his arrival, was in a ftate to receive all the fick he had on board. On this fame 
fide of the town, on the fea-fliore, is a very handfome warehoufe, clofe to which the 
largeft veffels come to difcharge their cargoes. In different private dock-yards, fmall 
«*aft, and brigs of various tonnage, are on the>fla«lb, intended |for the internal or 
exterior commerce of the colony ; thefe veffels, of from 30 to 300 tons burthen, 
arc exclufively cqnftrufted of country timber, their mafts even being the produce 
of the Au'ttral forefts. It is noticed in Chap. XIV of this-^ftory, that the difcovery 
of the flrait, which feparates New Holland from Diemen’s Land, was effedted by a 
fimple whale-boat, commanded by M. Bal's, furge«yi of the fliip Reliance. Con- 
fecrated, as I may fay, by this grand difcovery, this bold navigation, M. Bafs’s boat 
is preferved in this port with a kind of religious refpeft. Snuff-boxes made of its 
keel are relics, of which the poffefl'ors are as proud as they are careful, and the go- 
vernor himfelf imagined he could not make a more refpeftiul prefent to our cjiief than, 
a piece of wood from thj? boat fet in a large filver etui, round which were engraven 
the particulars of the difcovery of Bafs’s Strait. 

Veffels belonging to individuals unload at the dock, called the Hofpital : beyond 
the hofpital, and on a line with it, is the prifon, in which are feveral cells capable of 
containing from 1 50 to 200 prifoners } it is furrounded by a lofty and ftrong wall, and 
proteded night and day J)y a ftrong guard. At a little diltance thence is the ware- 
houfe for wines, fpirits, fait provifions, and other firailar articles j fronting is the pa- 
rade, where the garrifon every morning mufter to the fouiid of a numerous and well- 
appointed band belonging to the regiment of New South Wales. The whole of the weftem 
fide of the fquare is occupied by the houfe of the lieutenant-gc vemor, behind which is a 
vaft garden, equally interefting to the philofopher and the natiValift, on account of dve 
great number of ufeful vegetables tranfported thither from all d’>rters of the globife by 
its prefent refpedtable proprietor M, Paterfon, member of ,dte Ro^sal Society of Ebn- 
don, and a diftinguiflied traveller. Between the houfe and the magazine of v^h I 
am fpeaking, is the public fchooi : there, are inftrddted in the prinriples of f(#gion, 
morality and virtue, thofe young girls, the ’hopes of the growng colony^, 
rents, of nature too corrupt or too poor, could not themfelves educate with Sufficient 
care; there, under refpeiaable tutor^es, they have at an efrly age them 

to know, refpeft, dnd cherilh the (futi6s of a good moth^. not antici- 

nate one of il^ moft affe^llias 'pictures we have to prefeot to bur severs, but rather * 

referve 
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refem the vdierable inftitution «rh^.; T 

; the fine fyfietn of coloaissa^i(h!l';|«iii^^Mxi^i 

’ Atl^'f^'c^Aehouih of /thelkutenant m..n 

die dry provifions ai^;llour belonging to die iv^ort 

granary, efpeciidly defigned £ 3 ( the maintenance df die «riaim^||^^«^fe who 
their fubfillence from the ftate. Along the whole ext^'^dfKirmcipal 
ibusuie, called Sydney-fl^uare, are the barrack^ in fi^t of whidi; pdeces 

of fid4 artillery : the buildings, containing the, apartments of thife Iona the 

iate^ parts of this Square, ancl the powder-magazine is in the midd^ Ne^ diis fpot, 
Ih a'j fmtdl Houfe bdonging to m individual, the chief dyil andi fiiipai^ Officers are 
ji^oftpmed to siirerable ; it is a kind of cofiee-houfe' tnaint^ed by gdm^ fnbfcription, 
Ih which different games ai'e played, efpecblly billiards, • . ■ 

Behind the parade, which T have previoqfly defcribedi 'rifes a.i^e fqu. . '.* tower, 
which -feryes ^ a.n obfervatc^ fm* fuch of t]^<^g]i(h ftady aftfononiy : ai 

the f&M ^tliB are laid the foundations pf the ^^bureh, of winch it is intended 
ior t|fc1^^^ of this defcilpifion, ending a large e^ ptmce, many 

and pinch ^e, the governors havP hitherto lu^letled to proiccule if, pre- 
j^tihg the formation of thofe eftabliflimcnts more imtn . -iucely iiidirpenfihlc ior tiie 
exigence and profperity of the colony. 1111 the church fball be com, i icu, divine 
Service is performs in one of of the large wheat iharrazinc belonging. !•? 

government. Two handfome wind-mills on th ; rmainit of theweitem hill terminate 
on this'fide the feries of ^he principal public buildings. 

On the fmall rivulet tha* runs through the town, at the ti:nc we were was a 

wobden bridge, which, by means ot a .aniiitl caufeway, u.> rpied, as I rnaV fay, trie 
bottom of the valley, through which the ilream f v. a . V?e Ihaii crofs ih.s bridge, 
in order to take a curfory view of the c e rii portion of Sydney u.iW2; 

At the eaftern point of the cove a iecond baf!''rr’', the fire which, as wo have 
before obferved, crofe tha^t of file Sigtiai iiattery. On the lliorc, proceeding towards 
the towq, fmall falt-ponds arc feen, at I'liich fome Americans, fettled for this purpofe 
at Tort jackfon ever fince 1795, mauuf'aClure by evapoiaiionpart of the fait employed 
in the colony. Bcyo»id, a:;-!, toward.', the buiiom of the ppyti' 

Government Dock, or. i^ccount of its being' exclufively appfo^iatpd for the VeffelS of 
governmi^t. Betwe. " his dock tind the falt-ponds, is the carefefifittg place for {hip- 
ping. 'li^e wii-irf naturally Hopes in fuch a manner tliat, without any labour or 
expence on the part of the Knglifli, the largeft veflels can be laid up without 


Near the Government Dock, are tlirep. public magam one are itowed all 
%ilcles requifiite for domeftic ufe, fuch as jp^er’s-ware, fumitbre, utenfils of, all kinds 
the kitchen, &c. farning inftrumems, itc. &c. Thenupiber of articles is truly 


and the of dejjvery is marked by wifdpm ahd fiberilityi On thefe 
— nierchand??^,^ fears fuch that it 


ifibores^ in.la&^ ^ 
fiave been /i^fl')t»-^impoffible for -thebopnlace 
'"-fiblefw' ^ 
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_ the nril wants fibe gbverno^nt, .to remedy 

Ifock whatever is i'equi^^^^fiated pim even 

■“'*'6 fame articles in lEurp^ ur'd^r tbv|^ent the 

;i|fe«ii,tn.m*ke,rei^''^ anew^ftpne 


iai.lb^ii renitBWd fince i\ 
i^'it^i|in^Anftlti(Ukbt(n edi. 

{ to kei^' back tke befh wsrU, 
ace up the valky. 
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foeculations of greedy men, and dilapidadon, no one can receive stay dung from thefe 
litres amojt'defp fpocilying- what is to be ckiivercd to_ £ri st.meighbdurmg;, 

• ft^’e-hOwb Is^t different clothing, as well lor the troops aseonviSis j.;;bere alfo is, 
ftore' ofj||j|j«4t(|^Und cordage for the governmcM' fliips. ']'i)c iaft of the; tljr^, 'edified 
is a putwc’ lv<irk''bourc', where tlie''leinaleco«vias at) J prlibucrs are kept ntiabi^r. , 
Bcdiiswlv.t'hel^ warelioufes ftanefs the governor’s houi'c, built in the Italian. /ffyl .', 
furrpiindi^ by a colonnade equally fimple and elegant, ami having in front very 
bcautifui plantation which Hopes down to the fki-lhore uh eady in this plantation are 
combined a great variety of trees ; the pine of Norfolk ^aru}, and the fuperb Columbia, 
rile by the fide of the bamboo of Alia j farther on, the orange oi Portugal’, and tfi® 
of the Canaries, ripen beneath tlie Ihadc of the :j;?p!c-;icc from the banks of the Seine; 
the chc'iry, peach, pear, and apricot, are confounded the bankfia, metrofederos, 
oornens, cafuarinaa, eucalypti, and u number of other indigenous trees. 

Beyond thcgOVernnaeiiNgardeii, and on the back of a neighbouring hill, is the wirtd- 
iniil, Ihillghler-hcmfe, and ovens, belonging to government ; the lalf, efpechilly, d.- 
figiied fbif baking of fea-bifeuit, and capable <>< furnifliing daily from 15 to iSoolb'. 
Not far from a neighbouring cove, at a fpot called by the natives Wallainoola, is the 
charming dwelling of the coinmilTary-gentTal of government, Mr. Palmer: the 
groumisare watered by a rivulet of frefh w'ater, which falls into the extremity of a cove 
'.■■at forms a very fafc: and commodious port. Vto:-r''it,is that Mr. Palmer caufes thofe 
fmall vcffels to be' built he employs in the whale and feal filhery off New Zealand, and 
in lials’s F;.rail. The neiglibouring brick-ground, iikewife, ^furnifhes ' a confi’derabie 
nil mher 01 tiles, bricks, and fquare tiles for the public and pnvatc buildings of (he 
colony. ) 

At a little diftance to tlie fouth of Sydney Towii, on the left of the high road to 
Paramatta, are the remains of the firft gallows raifed in New Holland. Driven from 
fito, as I may fay, by the fproadiug of the houfes, this gallows has been replaced 
by another in the fame diredion, contiguous to the village of Brick Field. This vil- 
iage, corapofed of about two fcore houfes, has feveral manufadories of tiles., pottery, 
f 'acuza ware, &c. ; its pofition is pleafing, and the neighbouring lands Icfs fterile than, 
the vicinage of Sydney Cove, repay with greater intereft' the various culture intre- 
duct'd iut6 thefe diftant climates. ''J’he great road to Paramatta paffes through tb(t '; 
mid die of Brick Field, which alfo is croffed by a fmall rivulet before! its fall into the eae* 
treniity of a neighbouring cove. Betw'een this village and ^ 3 iiey Town is the publm'. 
burial ground, already rfjmarkablc for Ibme very large tombs, executed in a ftyle 
fuperior to what could be expeded from the ftate of the arts in the colony, and 
recency of its foundation. ' . ' ' 

A variety of objcds equally interelling at the fame time • prefented tfiemfelres 
us : in the port we faw feveral veffcls recently arrived from ''^fifereat <^rte|9 .pt 
world, the majority of them defflned for new and havar Jon'S >}aV’age«, a&etii | 

banks of the d hames of the Shannon, fome about to proc^jlndthe , 

New Zealand, ami others, after landing the freight canfi£,^ed„ ‘»yN.he ,|povemfiteplKP,. 
England for the colotiy, about to fail for the Yellow Rivef pf j iSpi^iadtfltopm* 
coal intended for the Cape of Good Hope and India; »timf th f 

depart for.vBaf8''s Strait, to colled the’fufs and ikins 'obtaih.ddTl\%jS! by'J^ 
different d$mds tp;' take the araphibii . who make them their refort: 
greater budhi^ firength; airdyrell armed, were inte»4ed for die fkdbni ihiMtflK 

* V7c obferved what is above related^ ^ ; 
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Ameiica, deeply laden Yidth merchandize, for a contraband trade with the inhabitants 
of Peru. . Here again one was equipping for the rich traffic in fnrs on thffnorthrweft 
coaft of America ; th^e all was buftlc to fit out ftore-lhips for the Havig^to^, Fri^jitfiy, 
and Socirty lilands, to bring back toAhe colony the exquifite fait porjk'bf ^fe illrancis. 
At the fame inllant the intrepid M. Fliqders, afte* eft’ettirfg a junaioni tyith his confort 
the Lady Nelfon, was preparing to refumehis gra'nd voyage roUnd New Holland, a 
voyage afterwards terminaK'd by ihegrcateft difauers *. Already the rflad to Port Jack- 
fon had become familiar tu tlie Antericans, and their flag was inccflantly flyiSg in 
this port throughout the wholb*,courfe of our ftay. 

This affeftiblage of grand operations, this conftant movement of the (hipping, im- 
preffed on thefe ffiorcs a charafler of importance and adivity which we were far from 
expefling in a country fo lately known to Europe, and the intereft it excited increafed 
our admiration. 

Nor lefs was the population of the colony a fubjeft with us for wonder and medita- 
tion. Never perhaps was a more worthy fubjeft prefented for the ftudy of the ftatef- 
ipan or philofopher, never perhaps has the happy influence of focial inftitutions been 
evinced in a more ftriking or honourable manner, than in thefe dillant Ihores. Here 
thofe formidable pelb, fo long the terror of their country, arc found collefted to- 
gether : outcalls from European fociety, banilhed to the extremity of the globe, and 
&om the firft inftant of their exilb.»tec.cd between the certainty of punilhment and 'the 
hope of a happier fate, conftantly under a vigilance as inflexible as aftive, they have 
been fein to retiounce thmr anti-focial habitudes. The majority, after having expiated 
thdr crimes by a rigorou^avery, have entered again into the rank of citizenil;>\ Forced 
to become interefted in the maintenance 9f order and juftice, to maintain the property 
they have acquired ; and become- almoft at the fame inftant hufbandsand fathers, they 
are bound to their prefent condition by the moft powerful as by the deareft of ties. 

Like is the revolution, produced by fimilar means, among the female fex ; and the 
once wretched proftitutc, brought by infenfible degrees to a more regular mode of 
conduff, now becomes the'raother of a family at once intelligent and inclined to toil. 

''.I 

♦ Allufions to thefe before has been made, but the moft terrible difafte'r, and that which ftamps infamy 
on the Governor Du Caen and on the French government, who, years after application, refufed an order 
for his releafe, was the imprifonment of Captain Flinders during fix years and upwards at the I He of 
Ftance* What a contraft does this circumftance afford between the two governments ! The French na- 
vigators were treated like brethren, and relieved from their diftreffes at Port Jackfon : the hand of death 
eras flopped by Britifh interpofition when upreared to ftrike its vi^limg ; and the renovated French, 
after experiencing the moft delicate and generous hofpitality, were fftit away amply ftored for their 
voyage. Captain Flinders, the Enjglifh navigator on a fimilar expedition, after one (hip being coi> 
demned at I^rt Jackfon, and the other loft at Tea, made the file of France in a fmall veffel of 29 tons* 
!j|?he French navigators had arrived there before him ; their reception by the Englifh at Sydney Qove, and 
livery where on the ifland and fca, was known at the Ifle of France ; the French gentlemen on board the 
Ibtdralifte and the Gcogragac, (among which certainly was M. Peron,) had not been filcnt ; they had 
^tolled in even higher the kindneis they had received, and warmly fpokc of thc ci- 

n thc fetrepiditjr, ai^d'^iil of Captain Flinders, Reader, in return for the libfpitality of the Englifh, 

v iKbttgh known in hisri^^rf^araJ.^rto the governor. Captain Flinders was treated as a fpy, fhut up in a 
v^; ielofeTOom at Port Louis rBI a time the fun was vertical, and when frefh air was ftated by tnefurgeon who 
V Attended him for the^furvef,- to be indifpenfable, for Jlfieen weeks ; and, only at the interceffion of the 
i Captain Befgeret,\fter that period, as a fypouff was transferred to the prifon where other officers 

' ^ Here ht langmfhed feventeen months longer^ and when a cartel was cftabli (lied for an exchange 

^tween this ifland and India, Captain Hinders was the only one excluded from its benent, 
Attpe tlfh^eriod, to favc the trouble of a guard for only one prifoner, he was indeed allowed to live in the 
lnt^rll|ir ^ iflandi; but continiidly experienced marks of thg tyrannical caprice of the governor for four 

all interedfion for his releafe. Reader! the name of this favage go- 
1 vernor waif Du He is now our prifoner, hlmfelf has to experience the difference of the civili" 

xatibii and humanity of the two nations. 

10 But 



VOYAGE FOA THE OISCOVE'rT OF SO^THEftM UAND8. goj 

i3Vit not only in the moral charader of thefe women do we notice this imoortant 
clrange : dl^ir phyficat condition likewife undergoes r; nlodiliea^^'id oncefuited to ea* 
listen the legiflator and the mituralift, and which on this hcch^t inmi^s. mrther de» 
tail. ’‘It is known,to every one that common prpftitutes in large caputats very rarely 
have children ; at PeterftmVgh as at Madrid^ at Paris as in London, preghabcy, is aU 
mod a pheiiomenon among courtezansof this defcription, although, by any thing mM can 
be ^thcred frobi them, no other reafon is afligned but a want or aptitude for con- 
rcptioiu The difficulty of experiments had hitherto left undecided how far this bar- 
rennels is to be attributed to the mode of life of thefe jvojnen, and whether it is liaise 
to removal by reformation of condufl ; but both* thefe* problems have been refolved by 
the occurrences in this Angular fettlement. After one or two years’ refidence at Port 
lackfon moll of the Englim proftitutes become remarkably prolific ; and what, in my 
opinion, evidently proves that this effeft is lefs to be aferibed to the climate than a 
change of life in thefe women, is the circunlftance that thofe whom the police fuffer 
to continue their ihameful courfes, remain as in Europe conftantly barren. We may 
hence therefore deduce this double axiom, of fuch importance in phyfiology, — that 
excefs of venery impairs the organs of woman, and exhaufts her fenfibility to that de- 
gree as to render her incapable or conceiving ; and that, to rellore to thofe organs their 
priftine fundtions, that is required is abftinence from this deftruftive excefs, and a 
iubditution of that moderation which conftituu».,tiie real pleafure of enjoyment, as 
that alone can lengthen its duration. 

While thofe different objefts were the fubjed of deepeft nieditatiomwith usj all the 
officers and citizens of the colony were afliduous in remedyvi^ our misfortunes, and in 
their efforts to make us forget them. Our njimcrous fick, admitted into the hofpitals 
of government, were attended with niceft care by the Englifli furgeons. M. Thomfon, 
chief phyfician of the colony, himfclf preferibed for them, and was unremitting in his 
vifits. Whatever the country afforded was placed at our difpofal. The governor- 
general gave our commander an unlimited credit on the public treafury, and delivered 
to him printed bills on the government, with blanks, whic'h he was at liberty to fill up 
with whatfoever fum he found neceffary ; and thefe bills, without any other ‘guarsmtee 
than the fignature of the Prench commodore, were received by the citizens with a con- 
fidence highly honourable to the government of our country*. Our fait provifions, 
our taffia, (bad rum) and bifeuit, were expended ; in recruiting our ftock of thefe im- 
portant articles every facility was afforded, and oftentimes were the government’s {lores 
opened to us for obttuning fuch articles the merchants could not lumilh. ThanksAto 
afiiflance fo ample, we w'ere enabled to new clothe our crew, who were in wantuf every 

* 

• Here is another miftake ; though certainly in many refpeds a good naturalift, wheh he touches Oft 
things without his immediate pi ovince, M. Peron wadts beyond his deptip Nothing lefs than a 
mtnt te the French government was intended by the colonifts who accept id thefe bills $ if they 
vermnent bills (ctJules royaks ) which M. Baudtn had given him hv the glovernor, the bills had |{|ft 
vernment ftamp, and wtre received becaufe the receivers knew they would Vave viduc for th<m 
Englilh government, unlefsthey were forged. Now forgery in New So’ W puni^M 

ifdeteftedj the vigilance of the police infures deteftion, as is before ofcferved ; and^tbegattfttp[|fi||iPll^- 
wife is noticed by M Peron, is at hand. Separate from thefe confiderations, th|coton)ft«^kl|^>^l^# 
other than that the French commodore had liad thefe bills given him by the gcwerpoi^ftl tue rtftiftwfttathY 
of government ; and they confe^ently looked to hfm for payment, wiihodt in tbft flighfi^liidegree re* 
garding in the tranfadion that French government, in which, according toUif. PfSpil, Ifftaoceptanca ij| 
payment of thefe bills was “ une confiance bien honorgible," Tr. ^ 
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thing j to repair our |wp fliips ; to buy a third j and finally to rcfume the coritinuaiion 
of our voyage. 

In tW mesai time pur fcientific refearches met with every encouragement. Mi 
Englilh guard was mounted to protufl: our obfervatory, placed on .the north point of 
the eafiern fide of Sydney Cove. The wljole coiintsy was ofien to the incurfions of the 
naturalifts. 'rhough fo rarely permitted, even to the inhabitants of thefe regions, we, 
as well as our people, were allowed to carry our fufils ; guides and irfterpreters were 
appointed to attend us in our longer incurfions : in fliort, the procedure of the Eng- 
li(h government here, with rclp^dl to us, was fo noble, fo generous, that to fail in 
the acknowledgment of our gratitude* on this occafion would prove us void of every 
principle of honour and juftice *. 

Imitating thofe in power, all the colonifts treated us with the moft delicate kindnefs. 
Each of them, no doubt mindful of the noble procedure of France with refpeft to the 
veffels of Cookt and Vancouver |, fccmM emulous of acquitting himfelf a part of the 
honourable debt of the Englifh nation towards our own. Oftentimes did they repeat 
with complacency that excellent maxim, which France firft inferibed on the code of 
European nations : “ Caufa fcicntiariim, caitfa popular arn.*’ § 

In the mean time the main objedb of our flay at Port Jackfon was profecuted by all 
with equal ardour. While the failors were repairing the damages fuftained by our vef- 
fels, and colledling ftores for the Vc^age, the naturalifls extended their I'efearches. to , 
every portion of the phyfical hiflory of this intereffing country. The feurvy, which had 
ftififened* my fwOllen joint^ already began to give way to the genial influence of good 
nourifliment and of the ahnate : I diredted my firft ftcjis towards Botany^ Bay, the 
mouth of which is fome leagues to the foplh of Port Jackfon. A broad and commo- 
dious road runs from Sydney Town to this bay : all the intermediate country is arid, 
fandy, apparently unadapted to any fpecics of culture, and confequently is deftitute of 
any European dwellings. I'hc ground, after rifing into the lofty hill, at the foot of which, 
is Mr. Palmer’s feat, flopcs into a fandy plain extending to the marfhy banks of Cook’.s 
River. DilFerent fpccies of liakca, ftyphelia, eucalyptus, bankfia, cmbotliryum, and 
cafuarina, fpring up among the funds ; and large plots are cxclufively covered willi th.-. 
xanthorrea, whofe gigautie ears fprout at the height of fix to feven meters || from t!ie 

* No aiuhor, whoft work has pafTcd through the Iiupen’al prefs, h'»s prtfumtd^ with the except t )n of 
M. Peron> hpwcvtr it may have been deferved, to fpeak thus highly of any thing .Englifh. M. IVroa 
died fliortly after the publication of this fir H volume ; and the fecund, though printed ihrct ye.;rs back, 
ha« hot yet been publlfhcd. T r . 

f To honour of the court of France, on occafion of the 3d voyage oT Captain Cook, then on his 
return hpm^r, ^.lic following refc rip t, dated lyth March 1779, was font by M. Sar.ine, nt that time: 
fecretary of marme, to all commanders ol French ftiips: “ Captain Cook, who faiU J hoin Ply uou’li in 
July 1776, on board the Rcfolation, in company with the Difeovery, Captain CKrkc, inordcj^toiii* 
veftigate the cuafls, iflands, and/.'eaa of Japan and Calilornia, being on the point of returning i > E.i.ope, 
and refijarches .of fimilar nature reing uf univeifal utility ; it is the King’b pleafurc that Ceptain Cp')k fliall 
be treated'as a commander ofy^ he vrtrtiPit/dTricud power; and that all captains of^rmed veffeJs, &c. who 
may meet that celebrated np, fhall make him acquainted with theft* orders of the King ; but at the 

faihe time admonilh him fViat!’ lie m\ H refiain from all hoftilities/^ Tr. 

Ata time <vhen every jjrincipleof juftice was difregarded in France, the National Convention enabled 
ataW» ord.liniog fefpci?l to Ue'fhcwn to the veffels of Vancouver, and that they fhouKi have all iiffillancc 
rend^cd therrt they nyght n Jed.— M. Ps ron. TIies even the National Convention, *,vhen every principle 
of juftipenjuui difregarded in Franeie, refpefted more the laws of nations and humanity than has done ilie 
prefent fovt reign ill the Infhtice of Captain Flinders before noticed. Tr. 

if lij of fcience is the |>coglc*a ca^ * || to 23 Englifh feet. 

ground. 
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, ground. ' In the diftance rifes the fmoak of different fires ; they are thofe of the unfor- 
- tunate hordes who dwell on thefe gloomy ihores. . , , 

approaching Botany Bay the ground gradually declines, apd finkS^ at length into 
dangerous marlhes, formed by the falt^water of Gook River northward, and that bf the 
river St. George towards the fouthf ^’hefe piarfties are of fuch vaft extent ands^ome- 
times fo deep, as in different parts to be impaffable towards the fea. On the margin 
of thorn, and afong the banks of both the rivers mentioned, vegetation is exceedingly 
floAirifliing ; thoufands of trees of different kinds, and numerous Ihrubs crowded to- 
gether, have an enchanting appearance, and prefent fuch a fliew of fertilitj, that Cap-, 
tain Cook and his illuffrious companions themfelves were deceived by it. r&uch, indeed* 
is wanting in this celebrated bay to jullify thofe hopes conceived of it from their bril- 
liant defeription. Choked by large fand-banks, and open to the caff and fouth winds, 
it is not itfelf fafeon all occafions ; while the marlhy quality of the neighbourhood ren- 
ders it at once infalubrious and unfit for general cultivation. Hence Commodore Phil- 
lips, after furveying Port Jackfon, fpcedily abandoned Botany Bay ; and from that 
time no other eltablifliment has been preferved there than a kiln for burning lime, 
which is fuppHed by fhells found on this coaft in great abundance. Botany Bay and its 
vicinage arc known to the aborigines by the name of Gwea, and to this part belongs the 
tribe of favages called Gwea-Gal, who acknowledge for their chief Ben-nil-long, an 
individual the interefting hiftory of whom will bo given ^ilfewhere. 

About twenty-five miles weft of Sydney Cove is the town of Rofo Hill, or Para- 
matta ; this I early vifited, accompanied by the chief phyfipan of the Natilralifte, 
M. Bellefin'; a ferjeftt of the regiment of New South Wale:# ierved us for a guide, and 
by order of Colonel Paterfon was direiffed to^procure us the means of extending our 
rcfearclics as far as pofiiblc. A high road leads from Sydney 'J'ovvn to Paramatta : without 
being paved it is handfome, and well kept, and in almoft every part is wide enough to 
admit three carriages abroaft ; bridges have been thrown over thofe fpots neceffary, and 
the progrofs of the traveller meets with no impediment. Cut through the middle of 
thofe vail forefts fo long relpeclcd by the axe, this high road prcfeiits to viejf an im- 
incrife avenue of trees and verdure. B('neatli thefe tufty fliades a grateful cooliiefs reigns 
perpetually ; and their file'iit quietude is alone diflurbed by*the cries and frolics of 
Ihiniiig parroquets, and iht? otlier airy inhabiiaiits of the torell. 

The country to Rofe Hill is almofi generally flat, being chequered only by a few 
gentle rifings. Proportionally to the diliaiice from the fea it becomes leff fterile, and 
tile vegetable reigu prefents more varied produce. In fome places there are larger in- 
tervals between the trees ;’liere a very flciidcr and odoriferoas herbage carpets the fur- 
face with verdure : amid thefe pafiures it is tliofe numerous flocks iff' iheep are reared 
we fhall notice in another part. The mild temperature of thefe climates, and the pecu- 
liar and ‘picafing fragrance of the chief part of their food, liave’ proved fo congenial, to 
thefe valuable animals, that the fmeff races of Spain and England alike fucceed j >norv 
have they to dread the ravage of the wolf, for iieitlicr wolvcsjj^^any'obnoxipys ani- 
mal whatever exifi in the country to moleft them. Alread;;, as is .aid, does tKe yfool 
of thefe antardic flocks exceed the rich fleece of the Afiurias, giid the Englilh manu- 
fadurers pay for it a higher price than for Spanifli wool. In the genenJl pidore *of the 
colonics of the Ei.glifh in Aullralafia I fhall ci’wcll more at lengtli on this artide ; 'one 
which promifes to Great Britain a new branch of commerce at once elify of jpradice 
and lucrative. ’ , ' • , Vdi ' 

On the way, at inScrvals, the foreff opens, and. lands of various extent, redeeihed 
from lhades, arc I'een brought -into culture ; the traveller diftinguifhes comTortable . • 

dwellings. 
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dwel^gSy (hielded by umbrageous and elegant trees : he contemplates with much 
emotion thefe new fields, on which the flender gramina of the north rife on the wreck 
of the mighty eucalyptus ; and fees delighted fo far from their native plains the mdft 
ufeful animals of his cherilhed home. » Here the^ large dew-lapped b^pU bounds with a 
vigour exceeding even that of its famous Jrilh fire ^ the co\fr, more fecund'in thefe lefs 
chilly climes, yields milk in larger portions than what Ihe does in ours ; the Englilb 
horfe here Ihews an equal ftrength and equal fpirit with that on the banks of the 
Thames ; while the hog of Europ>e is* improved by numerous croffes with that of the 
South Seas, which fiirpalTes it ii\ fhape, in lard, and flelh. Neither have all kinds of 
poult^ fucceeded lefs than larger atlimals, the farm-yards fwarming with numerous 
varieties of turkies, geefe, fowl, ducks, pheafants, &c., many of which are preferable 
to the finell in Europe. 

Still more is the traveller interefted on vifiting the interior of the houfes. Beneath 
thefe rural iheds, in the midfl; of deepeft'forefts, dwell now in peace thofe men whofe 
lawlefs life was formerly the dread of Europe, men familiarized with and living but by 
crimes, to whofe atrocities there feemed to be no end but that which puniftiment and 
death fhould put : here dwelt fwindlers, thieves, and knaves of all defcription worth- 
lefs vermin which feem to multiply the more, the more fociety improves ; all thefe 
wretches, the refufe and diflionour of their country, by the mod inconceivable of me- 
tamorphofes, become laborious hufbandmen, and peaceful and happy fubje€ks. In faft, 
murder or robbery are things unheard of in the colony, where in thefe refpe£ts the moft 
perfeft fafety reigns. Ht^py effe£k of the laws, equally rigid and beneficent, by which 
it is governed, and to which we fliall have occafion to revert in another pohion of the 
work. j 

The more at our eafe to enjoy • this interefting fcene, M. Bellefin and myfelf fre- 
quently entered their rural abodes. Every where we met with the moft obliging wel- 
come ; and as we noticed the tender care of the mothers for their children, and con- 
fidered that, but a few years before thefe fame women, void of every tender and deli- 
cate feelipg, were nothing *but abandoned proftitutes, this unufual revolution in their 
moral conduft gave origin to reflexions of the moft gentle and philanthropic nature. 

At length we came within fight of Paramatta, fituated in the middle of a pleafant 
plain, on a cognominal river which admits the navigation of boats thus high. This 
town, of lefs extent than Sydney Town, confifts of i8o houfes, which form a very 
large ftreet parallel with the river, and cut at right angles by an inferior one, ter- 
minated at one end by a ftone bridge and at the other by the church. This laft edifice, 
the ftruXure of which is mean and heavy, was not yet completed when we vifited the 
t(wn j and the progrefs towards its completion is flow, as the governors of the colony, 
with reafon, confider other ncceflhry works of greater importance ; hofpitals, for ex- 
ample, prifons, work-hotifes, clearing . of land, the filhery, Ihip-building, &c. on 
which in preference the conviXs and the funds of the colony are chiefly employed. 

At one of the ex^ct^ties of the great ftreet of Paramatta arc barracks, capable of 
receiving from 250^9 30o,infantry ; they are built of brick in fhape of a horfe-fhoe, 
and embrace a large f|)ace, kept in excellent order and well covered with fand, where 
the troops paradt. The force at this time at Paramatta confifted of 120 men of the 
regiment of New Soufji Wales, under th§ command of Captain Piper. 

The entire population of Paramatta, comprehending the garrifon and inhabitants of 
themeighbouring farms, aliqoft the whold of whom are addiXed to agriculture, tending 
cattle, and a fe# 'mechanical employment?, may be* computed at from 1400 to 1500 *. 

* In ijg 6 the population of Parjimatta was 975: ; and at that time the town had not been founded 
above |»gm years. 
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Here is a well appointed hofpital, of which M. D’Arcy Wentworth is chief phyfician, 
a tolerably ftrong prifon, a work-houfe for female convifts, a public fchopl for girls, &c. 
This town is moreover the refidence of a juftice of the peace for the county of Cum- 
berland, and is intended to be the principal feat Of the civil adminiftration of the colony, 
Sydney continuing to be that for what may relate to navigation, commerce, and! war. 

1 owards the weftern extremity of the main fireet of Paramatta is Rofe Hill, whence 
the town firfl received its name ; but that of Paramatta given by the natives to this 
part of the country generally prevails, even among the Englilh themfelves. The 
whole caftern part of Rofe Hill prefents an exjtremdy gentle flope towards the town, 
on which is the garden of government. There interefting experiments for the natu- 
ralization of exotics are purfued with ardour ; and there are collcfted the moft re- 
markable indigenous plants, intended to enrich the royal gardens at Kew j thence alfo 
have been imported into England thofe which it has latterly acquired, and which have 
proved fuch valuable acquifitions to the botanical works of that country. A well- 
informed botanifl:, M. Cayley, fent from Europe, has the fuperintendance of the gar- 
den j and the learned Colonel Paterfon, to whom New South Wales is indebted for 
this eflablilhment, has conftantly taken great intereft in its improvement. 

The fide of Rofe Hill oppofite to Paramatta is fteep, and forms a large crefeent, 
which at firft fight ipight be taken for the effefl: of human labour. At the foot of this 
Angular hill runs a ftream, of little confequence'in general, but which, at the period of 
inundations, fo frequent and fo terrible in thefe climates, is fwollen fb as greatly to 
damage the neighbouring plantations. ’ 

On the Tummit #f Rofe Hill ftands the government-hSufe of Paramatta * ; it is 
fimple, elegant, and well planned, but receiv£»3 its chief recommendation from its fite, 
which commands the town, its meadows, the neighbouring woods, and the river. This 
houfe is commonly uninhabited ; but its apartments and furniture arc fo contrived that 
as often as the governor and lieutenant-governor came to Paramatta they can be com- 
modioufly accommodated, as well as their families and fuit«. 

To add an additional charm to fuch a beautiful fitc, the Englifh governors planted 
here the firft vineyards formed in the colony : if the vine had.fucceeded on the back of 
the crefeent which I have noticed, the government-houfc would then have been fur- 
rounded on this point by a rich amphitheatre of clufters of grape and verdure; but 
experience unfortunately has proved that the fite was the leaft adapted of any that 
could have been chofen for this fpccies of culture, for a portion of the hill is expofed 
to the north-weft winds, the moft dreaded of any in this part of New Holland. 

Hence, notwithftanding the promife of I'uccefs held forth for plantations of this 
defeription by the temperature of the climate and nature of the foil, the refult of the 
experiments, made at confidcrable coft, have hitherto been of a .very difeouraging nature. 

In vmn have the beft plants of the Cape of Good Hope, of the Canaries, Madeira, 
Xeres, and Bourdeaux, been introduced here ; in vain the moft intelligent vine-dreffers 
of Europe been employed ; the aftivity and intelligence of thefe men have be§n rendered 
abortive by the terrible N. W. winds. On a fccond trip to Paramatta, in company with 
Colonel Paterfon, I had frequent opportunities of interrogating the vin^-drelTers, two of 
whom were from Bourdeaux ; all of them agrqcdthat the climate and foil perfeftly fuited 
the vine, but, in their opinion, as long as the government perfifted in continuing the 
plantation at Rofe Hill, it was impoffible they fhould fucceed. “ In no part of the 

world,” obferved they, “ docs the vine Ihoot ^rth in greater ftrength and vigour than 

* • 

* • 

* This houfe is called the Crefeent, from the fingular form of the hiU on which it ftands. 
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here. , Every thing for the fpace of two or three months combines to promife the 
moft bountiful vintage j bpt foon as the llighteft breeze from the N. W. is felt, all hope 
is deftroyed j buds, flowers, and leaves alike become the vidims of its fiery breath, and 
wither and die away.” * . • 

Taught by experience and the rcmjjaflrance ofthefe vihe-dreffers, Governor King 
has at length refolved to tranfport the vines to a part of the country feleded by thele 
men, which feems likely to anfwer the moft fanguine expedations. * 

Whatever be the^relult of this new a'ttempt, we may be fully afliircd that the Engliflt 
government .will not abandon the profecution of the culture of the vine; a culture which 
Toon would be produdive of the great eft advantage, until every likelihood of fuccefs 
fhall have vatiillied. In fad, by one of thofe chances difficult to comprehend, Great 
Britain is the only one of the dominant maritime powers which docs not produce wine, 
either on its immediate territory or in jfs colonies, although the coufumption of this 
article, on board its fleets and throiigliout the immenfe regions fubjed to its empire, is 
immenfe. Obliged to import enormous quantities of this beverage from Portugal, 
[SicilyT and France, fhe foes with regret a confiderable portion of her capital annually 
abforbed by purchal'es of this article, and is anxioufly folicitous of the means of freeing 
hcrfelf from this onorous tribute * . It was chiefly with this view, as we have in a for- 
mer part of the work obferved, .that fbe attempted during the laft war the conqueft ol 
the Canary illands ; this allb was one of her motives for twice attacking the Cape of 
Good Hope. \\ hat (he was unable to obtain, or what Ihe affuredly will only have 
temporarily obtai ied by^bree of arms, llie endeavours and hopes to died by means of 
her colonies in Auftralafia*, and, notwithftanding the obftacles I have recounted there 
can be no doubt but ultimately Ihe wi,U elfed her purpofe. But, without dwelling 
longer on this point, let us return to thedeftrudive winds of the north-weft, which pre- 
fcnl one of thofe numerous phenomena peculiar to New Holland ; the explanation or 
even the exiftence of which feems, at variatice with the Icaft dil'putcd principles of the 
general phyfics of great continents and their meteorological hillory. 

7’he rounty of Cumfterland, which comprehaids all the prefent eftablilh- 
ments of Great Britain in New South Wales, is bounded on the eaft by the wide 
Auftral Ocean ; on the north by Broken Bay and the river Hawkelbury, of which we 
ffiall Ihortly fpeak ; on the welt by a chain of mountains which, bending above Broken 
Bay and below Botany Bay, furrounds in fliape of a crefeent the whole county. 'I'hele 

* This aflertion Is not proved by the mcafurcs of the mini'Iiy ; and it is even quellionaljlc whether any 
financial regulations, the only ones theJt could in ihc pufciit Halt of aflairs^be adopted, would be 
to alienate tl^t national tafte for the aecidomed v/iucs, ai.d mod elpccially for that very infipid wine Red 
Port: an expeilmciu mij;ht yet he mad ’ ; the C ape of Go«h1 iiope belongs to us, and lands, whicii might 
be cultivated to any extent, adaplt d the cidtuicot the vine, ^idic plants indt^ed tranfported to tlie Cape 
have in almoil every iiildancc crtaniK -3 their qtjaliiy, but in fomc for the better, cfpecially the Madeira giapt:. 
Cape Madeira, if it were geneially nown, an 1 if the duly fiiould be reduced (as It is the prodn6lioii of a colony 
of our own)lo the lame proportion with refpetl to Portugal wine as the duty of turn bears to that of brandy, 
that is to fay, to two-iloVd# of the duty on Portugal wine, would be preferred to all othei wines, port cx- 
cepted^ and might even cofnpctc iior falc with that. It is equally llrong with Madeira, pleafant to the tafte, 
audpofltflcs a briflvnefs an'alagousto Champagne. While live millions annually, ou the average of many of 
the years laft paft, ire paid’by this country for the balance of its imports of grain and corn alone, it certainly 
behoves the miniftry to ItfTcn as much as pofllble the further exit from the country of fpecie, efpccially when 
Its fcarcity is coufidcred ; *and what mode would be more fecure of this end, and at the fame time of calling 
back the irnnKiifc fums lately fent to Portugal and Spain, than rendering uniiccciraity the import of winc» 
from thefc countries, on.f|^Jeaft lefiening the quaMity imported from them, a quaujt|ity amounting annually 
to frqm 30 to v^),coo |(il(iji,'ind a\ the prefer^^ extravagant prices drawing from the nation, from li to 
1^00,000 pounds; this alfo, exclufive of wines carried by American and IWitifh ihips to our foreign 
poflellioneiu ike Kali and Weft, from France, Portugal, Madeira and S:iain. ' Tr. 

I mou ntain*. 
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mount^s an^ only a flender ponion of the gteat chain which from the moft northern* 
ca|>e jpf New Holland advance along the eaitem coaft of the’ continent to- its fouthem 
oxtremltyiand is joined by thegroupes of Kents and Fumeaux iflarids, with the frowning 
mountains of Diemen’s Lancj, vvhich^appcar to bc’at once a prolongation of the former 
and their cOncltifion. ■ •* . 

With a general djyreftion, like the Cordelleras, from north to fouth, thefe mountmns of 
New Holland have a Angular refemblance in difppl?tion to the Andes of South America. 
No one, indeed, is ignorant that this mighty chain approaches fo near to the weftern 
fhores of South America that it leaves but a very narrow •plain between its flanks and the 
fea, while eaftward of this chain fpread immenfe vallies, in midd of which roll the 
amazing volumes of water that form the P’ate, the Oronooko, and the Amazon rivers. 

In New Holland nature has followed a fimilar but inverted plan to that in South 
America, On the eaftern coaft here is found the chain of mountains of which we are 
fpeaking : not only are very few traces of them perceptible on the weftern Ihores, but 
all that has been feen of this laft parr feems to announce that, in this direftion, plains 
•exift analogous to thofe of Guinea, Brazil, and Paraguay. Unfortunately, between 
thefe plains and thofe of South America the diflerence is extreme ; the former every 
where covered with a rich and deep bed of vegetable earth, watered in all diredions 
by large ftreams and innumerable rivers, exhibit the pleafing pifture of unbounded 
fertility ; while the difmal (hores on the weft of New Holland, covered with an arid 
fand, deftitute of any river, and poflTeffing merely fome few ftreams of frelh water, 
feem devoted by nature to the moft frightful barrennefs. It Is, however, fuffident I 
fhould have pointed out thefe grand phenomena in the pHyftcal conftitution of the 
coiiiinent of which I treat ; phenomena on *which elfewhere I fhall more amply 
dwell : to the mountains of Cumberland, previoufly, it is fit I fliould revert. 

Thefe, although defignated officially by the names Carmarthen and Lanfdowne, 
are fo generally known by the title of the Blue Mountains by the Englifli colonifts, 
and by thofe authors who have treated of them hitherto, that it feems to me indifpen- 
fable to mention them under this denomination. * 

In clear weather thefe nviuntains are readily diftinguiflied from the upper part of 
Sydney Town, that is to fay, the diftance of fifty miles ; they here prefent the appear- 
ance of a blucifti curtain, raifed but in a fmall degree above the horizon, and the uni- 
formity of which fcarcely admits fufpicion of their confifting of different tiers. Seen 
from the heights of Caftle Hill, that is to fay, five-and-twenty miles av, ay, their fummits 
appear lefs regular! at intervals fome bold peaks are perceived, and the different 
tiers appear like fo many lines, rifing in height as they advance de^er into the.country, 
and the dull colour of which feems to indicate their being arid and bare. 

View^ from the vicinage of the Hawkefbury, at the diftance of but eight or ten 
miles, “ they refemble,” fays M. Bailly, a vaft curtain, which limits the horizon on 
the north-weft : no break, no peak, varies the outline; an horizontal line, above whiiidi 
is diftinguiflied anoth’er regular tier of mountains of a brownd^ ’lhade, d$pi£b tl^ 
melancholy afpeft of thefe mountains.” On advancing td the foot of thefe fame 
mountains, M. Bailly obferved the fame uniformity in their length^ the liime ccmtkn^ 
in their fummits ; the only break they prefent,, in fad, in this part, is that from ’vt'hich 
the river Grofe precipitates ; a river the fource of which, as yet finknown, l^ppieats to 
be at diftance in the interior of the mountains, and which, by its jun^on with the 
river Nepean, conftitutes the famous , Hawkefbury River, of which we (hall have^W 
fay fo much in thtSSbourfe of this hiftory. 
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The height of the hrll tier qi the Blue Mountains exceeds not frptn to 600 
meters * j their ftrudlyre, confifts exclufively of the fame kind, of quartzy fre^me 
which forms the bale of. the neighbourhood of Sydney Town* of the hilb on whicn it 
is fituate, and of the whole extent of country which from the fea-lhorefpr#aid8*‘to the foot 
of the mountains. Wherever the Engljlh have penetrate‘d, they have fotuid nodmg 
but this freeftone j and, notwithllanding they have advanced in a direfl line forty 
miles into the mountains, they haVe never yet difcovered any kind df primitive rock. 
We lhall, however, fee in a little time' that, from colleftions made by M. Depuch and 
Bailly, in tl\e deep bed of the river Hawkefbury, there can remain no doubt of the Blue 
Mountains being fundamentally of primitive and granitic origin ; but the numerous 
obftacles we lhall have to recount have hitherto prevented Europeans from reaching 
the granitic plateaux of the interior. 

The apparently flight elevation of the^ Blue Mountains, and their uniformity, not al- 
lowing the Englilh at firft to fufped the difliculty of exploring them, they were fatisfied, 
in the infancy of the colony, with fending a few men to fcale their fummits. At the 
fame epoch, feveral convicts, feeking to free themfelvcs from flavery, endeavoured to 
pafs this formidable barrier : fome of thefe died in the undertaking, and the others were 
conltrained to abandon this fcheme of enfranchifemcnt. 

It was not until the month of December 1789, that the government itfelf refolved 
on attempting their exploration. With this view. Lieutenant Dawes was difpatched 
with a confiderable detachment of troops, and a dock of provifions for ten days ; but 
after much fatigue and many hazards, he returned to Port Jackfon, without having been 
able to penetrate more than nine miles into the interior of the mountains.* According 
to his account, his progrefs was ftopped by impaffable ravines and chains of very lofty 
rocks, exceedingly deep and precipitous. 

Eight months after the expedition of Lieutenant Dawes, that is to fay, in the month 
of Augud 1790, Captain Tench himfelf fet out with a very drong efcort of foldiefs, 
and all the articles requifite for renewing the attempt of palling thefe mountains •, but 
Cjiptain,.Tcnch was not more fortunate than his predeceflbr. 

Difeouraged by the want of fuccefs, the Englilh govempient fuffered three years to 
elapfe without making any new attempt ; and il fome few expeditions, equally fruitlefs, 
made for the purpofe by individuals, be excepted, nothing was effeded in the interval 
towards the difeovery of the wedern country. The celebrated M. Paterfon at length 
recalled the attention of government to the Blue Mountains, and he himfelf, in Sep- 
tember 1 793, was charged with the new expedition, to rendqr which fuccefsful nothing 
was negleded. The plan of M. Paterfon was, after reconnoitring the mouth of Broken 
Bay, to afeend the river Hawkefbury as^ high as it is navigable, and thus at once reach 
the foot of tlie mountains. To facilitate the navigation of the river, two ejttremely 
light boats were condru'dled, on board of which was embarked a plentiful dore of 
provifions, ammunition, ladders of cord, grapples, cordage, &c. A drong efcort of 
ibldiers accompanie,dahe colonel ; feveral of the mod intrepid highlanders of Scotland 
were of the party j &nd ienne of the natives of Port Jackfon were to ferve as guides : 
finally, M. Paterfon’ himfelf was habituated from earlied infancy to climbing the deeped 
Ifl^untains of Scotland, where he was born, and had become familiarized, by his long 
tfftyels in the rAidd of Africa, with all tfie incidental privations of a funilar excurfion : 
thii«^ >a8is*premifed, nothing which could enfure the efl'ctluation of the objedl of the 
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entierprizev^ omitted. Still the obftacles and difficulties met with rendered null all the 
preparations made, and M. Paterfon was not more fortunate than the previous ad- 
veBturet^i* After difcovcring the river Grofe, which falls into the Hawkefbury above 
Richmond-Hill, he» advanced farther into the country the fpace of about lo miles, 
afcending feveral catarafts, one of which ran the rate of from i o to 12 miles in the 
hour. Shortly after, navigation became impradicable ; one of the two boats funk, and 
the other grouncfed on fome trunks of trees which obftrufled the courfe of the river. 
In vain did the party continue to advance ; the number of the catar^fts encreafed, one 
of them falling from a perpendicular height of 1 jo meters * ; frightful precipices fuY- 
rounded them on all lides ; one ridge of mountains furmounted ferved but to fhew 
Others, (till increafing in aridity, and in difficulty to fcalc : at length it became neceflary 
to return. In front of the fpot which the party reached was a very large peak, deno- 
minated Harrington Peak by Colonel Paterfoi?. On this excurfion it was that the 
colonifts had their firft communication with the Ba-dia-Gal, a Angular people, who live 
in the vicinage of the Hawkefbury River, and who differ from the natives of Port 
Jackfou and thofe of Botany Bay in manners, language, mode of life, and above all, in 
a Angularly remarkable charaderiftic of their phyfical conformation : all the individuals 
of this race have their arms and thighs difproportionately long with refpedt to the reft 
of the body. But as obfervations of this kind will with more propriety be prefented 
in a ■different part of this work, among others, Ifhall continue the hiftory of thefe An- 
gular mountains. . 

A year had not yet elapfed before other adventurers fcaled thefe mountains f. The 
individual who attempted the defperate undertaking of paftihg them, was the quarter- 
mafter of the Sirius, one Hacking, an intrepid and fpirited man, who was accompanied 
by others of equally determined charader. I'en days were employed by this party in 
feeking a pafe ; their efforts were not altogether mifpent : they penetrated about 20 
miles farther than thofe by whom they had been preceded, but ultimately were forced 
to return. Beyond the different peaks tlifeovered by Hacking, the mountains prefented 
ftill additional tiers, which he deemed even more difficult to furmount than tho^e he ftad 
paired j from north to foqth they formed an immenfe bulwark, and were frightfully 
arid. The interior peaks confifted of a reddifh freeftone’of ferruginous nature. 
Among thefe mountains but one lavage was diftinguifhed, who, at the fight of the 
Englilh, Aed with precipitatbn : the only fpccics of quadruped feen was a fort of 
red kanguroo, hitherto unknown to naturalifts, and which will doubtlcfs form one 
of the moft curious I'peci^s of this genus of animals, fo remarkable in its form and 
habitudes. 

Among the moft interefting charafl:ers of this Auftral colony muft be placet! M. Bafs, 
furgeon,of the Reliance, who, in a flight whale-boat, dared to venture on an unknown 
fea, and difeovered the famous ftrait to which his name was affixed by public gratitude^ 
This extraordinary perfonage was alfo felicitous of attempting to pals the Blue Moun* 
tains ; and in the mdnth of June 1796 fet off for the purpofe, aecpmpanied by a fmall 
number of men, on whofe courage and fkill he could depend. Never in an’attetnpt of 
this kind was greater hardihood difplayed. With his feet and hiinds s^med wi^ iron 
hooks, M. Bafs feveral times climbed the moft fteep and horrible mountains. , Re- 
peatedly flopped "by precipices, he caufed himfelf to be let down tbbm with cords. 
Great as this zeal, it was of no confequence j and after fifteen days of faAgue and un- 
paralleled danger, M. Bafs returned to Sydney, conArming, further by' his inefficiency 

* 426 Engltfli feet. t In Auguft 1794. 
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the iihpraQicability of penetrating beyond thefe fingular mountains. From the fummh 
fef a very elevated peak, which he afeended, M. Bafs •difeovered before him, af^^e 
diftahee of 40 or 50, miles, another chain of mountains of a fuperipr elevation , tO; any 
of thofe he had hitherto pafl'ed, and the intermediate fpace prefehted.c^^cW ansi di- 
ffers equally great with ’thofe in his rear.. In this perilous excurfion the party JTuffei^ 
exceedingly from thirft, their provifion of water being expended, and ho mewis of 
recruiting it being fouiid in thefe arid mountains. “ tVhen,” faid M. Bafs to me, “ we 
by chance difeovered any moift earth or mud in the crevices of rocjis, we applied 
our handkerchiefs lo the furfaej, and fucked as forcibly as polEble, in order to injbibe 
the remaining moifture.” ' 

Such, to the period of our arrival at Port Jackfon, had been the refult of the dif- 
ferent efforts to pafs the Blue Mountains. Tired of the cxpence and fruitlelTnefs of 
the enterprize, the Englifli government for foine years ceafed to regard it as a matter 
of any confequence. My companions ‘and myfelf, however, fucceeded in perfuading 
Governor King, towards the clofcof our ftay, that is to fay, in Oftober 1802, to iflue 
orders for a "renewal of the undertaking. The direftion of the expedition was con- 
fided to M. Barcillier, a French emigrant, an engineer belonging to the colony, and 
aide-de-camp to the governor. I was myfelf anxious to accompany this party, but 
M. King did not conceive himfelf juftified in extending his complaifance fo for as to 
grant me permiffion. To the .different precautions ufed on anterior expeditions;- was 
luperadded the ingenious plan of ftationing fmall pofts at various intervals, increafmg 
in number in proportion to the advance into the interior of the mountains, and thus 
forming an active chain ofi. communication between the advancing party anS the neareft 
Englifh eftablifhment. The fame fate which attended the others awaited the attempt 
of M. Bareillier ; it does not even appear that he was able to penetrate fo far as Ibmc 
of his predeceflbrs. From this wearifome excurfion he brought back only a fmall 
number of fpecimens of freeftone, fimilar to that of the fea-fhore, and of the inter*- 
vehing fpace between it and the mountains. 

"What is more fingular In the hiftory of thefe mountains, the natives of this country 
kdow as little of them as the Europeans. All agree in the impoffibility of clearing 
this weftern barrier ; airJ what they relate of the country beyond proves it to be 

• utterly unknown to them. There, fay they, is an immenfe lake, on the banks of which 
are inhabitants fair as the Englifli, drefl: like them, and like them building ftone houfes 
and large towns. We fhall fee in another part of this work that the exiflence of this large 
lake, this fort of Cafpian fca, is not Icfs deftitute of probability than the tale of the 
white inhabitants and their civilized condition ; I fliall merely remark, that it is very 
probable thefe ideas are of no older date than the fettlement of the Englifli colony, 

which appears to have infpired them *. 

« 

* the different attempts noticed by M. Peron to pafs the Blue Mountains, one was made in 

January and February 1799, by a cunv^<^l of the name of Wilfon, a man acciiftiimed to a favagelife from 
having long niidtd witlvaftd fjllo A'cd the manners of the natives ; he was attended by a freed man belong- 
ing to the g6vernor* Fifty milt s foutb- well -half fouih of Paramatta, Wilfon difeovered abundance of 
tdek fek ; at eighty miles foutli-.vell, faw a fine country and a mine of coal, with abundance of Hmeftone j 
one hundred iiilesfouth-wcfl quarter-weft, the land was interfeded by creeks, which appeared to receive 
north of ifijs laft ftation the country was o^>cn and thinly wooded ; north‘Wcftdt vi’as mouutafnioua, 
hundred and tliirty miles foul h-vvefl -by- weft of ParatiSatta he fell ih with 

* the of the liiwktibqry, appeanng to run from fouth^eaft to n0rth^»weift# 

(ho^ld thiritivcr lontiriuc the couife here dcfcribed, and puf:> to the weft of the mountains by 

mud citfier empty, i’fclf hilo a hke, or become abfivbed. The truth of the 
remamdci, of Jj^ilfon’s relation was not difputcd by Governor Hunter, after having difpatched people to 
verify the exiSence of the rock of fait deferibed by him, who found it at th^ ftated place. Tr. 

However, 
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HdweVer, the favages on thefe fhorcs have a fort of religious veft^Rtion fot* t^e 
Blue Mountains. Here, in their opinion, an evil fpirit or nis^^cent divinity, refjdes, of 
which eljfewhere we fhall prcfent feveral grotcfque figures; by the nativi^ .them- 
feivdls. From thfi furamitiof thefij infurmountable rocksi'^liPf terrible god hufls his 
thunder, and fends forth the burning winds ftnd floods which 'alternately lay wafte the 
country. Hovjever ridiculous fuch belief, it yet has its origin, in obfervations of the 
phenomena of nature; for, from the fummit.of thefe mountains it is that all the 
fcourges noticed here defeend. In this point of view, the majority of the religious 
opinions of different nations are equally worthy , of the* attention of the naturaliff hnd 
the philofopher : in another place we fliall produce additional interefting proofs of this 
ufcful truth. 

The rapid iketch of the general hiftory of the mountains of the county of Cumber- 
land, into which I have digrefl’ed, was iudifpenfable, in order that a juft idea might be 
formed of the extraordinary phenomena attendant on the winds from the north-weft ; 
phenomena which, if their origin be regarded, are not only extraordinary but even 
incomprchenfible. 

W e have noticed before that the whole of the weftern and north-weftern parts of this 
portion of New T lolland are covered with a very broad chain of mountains *, the height 
of which apparciuly muft be equal to that of moft of the lofty chains hitherto knowp. 
•Who, allowing this drcuniftance, and from the breadth of thefe mountains, but muft 
conclude that the- winds by which they are traverfed fliould generally b« of a cold tem- 
perature ? „ 'fhis is a confequence fo natural, fo confop-iabld to all the principles of 
phyfics, general or particular ; a confequence fo clearly deduced from tlie long and 
continuous attention paid to meteorological phcnoniena, that it feems irrefragable ; 
ftill, in the inftance in queftion, the exception to this confequence is indifputable and 
pofitive : as if the atmofphere of New Holland, as well as the animals and vegetables 
of this fingular continent, was fubjeft to diftinft laws, and alien to our principles of 
fcience, to all the rules of our fyftems, and to all the analogy of our ideas ! 

Far from pofl’effing that cold of lefs or greater intenfity, which they fliould dedace 
from the immenfe mountains they traverfe, the north and n/)rth-weft winds are fiery 
blafts unfurpafled by the moft terrible of this defeription experienced in Africa. Their 
parching breath carries dcllruction whitherfoever it penetrates ; the livelieft vegetation, 
fountains, and Ifreams, arc withered and annihilated, while animals perifh by myriads, 
the vidims of its fatal influence. As, however, in this country ef wonders effeds 
ceafe to correfpond with •caufes, to experience alone can appeal be made for their 
exiftence ; now, congruous as it is with the unanimous teftimony of the inhabitants of 
New South Wales, the ftatemont made here is fupported by the authority of the nfbft 
valuable hiftorian this country can hitherto boaft. . 

(February 1791.^ “At this epoch,” fays Collins, “ die greater part of the towents 
and ftreams were dried up ; and they were obliged to dig pits in the bed of Sydney 
River to furnifli water ior the fupply of the town. The loth nth of this month 
fo great was the heat at Sydney Town, that Fahrenheit’s thermometer Itopd at 1 56?'in 
the (hade. At Role Hill, thoufands of large bats perilhed in confequtence. In jparis 
of tile port the ground was covered with diflYrcnt fpecies of birds, foipe already uiffb- 
cated .with the intenfity of the heat, and the refidue on the point of exjiiripg j many, 
while flying, were flruck dead and fell to the ground. The fprings not ycf entirely 
dried up were fo much tainted by, the vaft number of “the birds and bats which, 

♦ What we (hall fhurtly obferve nfpeftin^ the prodigious fwell which the fmall rivers of the country 
experience^ will mure and more clearly prove how very broad the Blifc Mountains muft neceffarily be, 

. having 
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having fought them to quench their third;, ^ had expired qn the ddes of them, that the 
water for many days w^^ifefted. The wind then blew ‘from the north-weft, and did 
much bjury to the gatij^ confuraing all expofed to its breath. Thofe individuals 
whom neceffity obliged il^o without 'doors, declared that it. was impbiTible to froift the 
point whence the wind proceeded for theYpace of five minutes together. 

(November 1791.) “ The extreme heat during this month occafionfd many indiyi- 
duals to fall fick. On the 4th, a conxi<ft waiting for Mr. White in the paflage leading 
firom his houfe to the kitchen, was ftruck by the fun, and, inftantly deprived of motion 
and fpeech, expired in the fpade of four-and-twenty hours. The thermometer this 
day at noon ftood at 95®, and the wind blew from the north-weft. The country, as 
if to add to the confuming heat of the atinofphere, was every where on fire. At 
Sydney, the grafs and bufties behind the hill weft of the creek, caught fire, or poffibly 
might have been fet fire to by the natives } the conflagration, excited by the fouth-weft 
wind yn^hich blew violently, fpread with great rapidity, and devoured all it reached 
with incredible fury. One houfe was already burnt, and all the fummit of the hill 
being covered with flames, the town was menaced vwth complete deftruftion, when 
fortunately the united efforts of the garrifon and inhabitants ftopped its progrefs. The 
general alarm cccafioned every individual to leave his houfe : the heat was fo intenfe 
that the people could fcarcely breathe ; almoft all the pot-herbs were reduced to 
powder, and the thermometer oY Fahrenheit ftood at 100” in the fliade. At Paramhtta’ 
and at Tongabee the heat was equally extreme ; the whole country was in flames, and 
fome dwellings caught fife jand were burnt. During this alarming day, ft thundered 
repeatedly in the diftance, and towards evening a quantity of rain fell, which fome- 
what refreihed the atmofphere. * 

“ The effefl: of this formidable wind was felt as far as the ifland Maria, more than 
250 leagues from Port Jackfon ; for, at the fame time the Englifli colony was thus 
endamaged, the American (hip, Hope, experienced in the vicinage of that ifland a hor- 
rible teinpeft, occafioned by this fame wind. The weather was cloudy, oppreflive, 
and very* hot, and the atmofphere feeined loaded with thick fmoke. 

(Auguft 1794.) “ Thefcorching land-wind vifited us on <116 25th of this month for 
the firft time this feafon, blowing violently till night j it was then fucceeded, as is ufual 
after fuch hot days, by a wind from the fouth.” 

From the fads I have thus exhibited, the number of which it would be fo eafy to 
multiply from the remarks of Philipps, Hunter, Watts, Tench, King, &c. we may 
therefore deduce the following conl'equence : • 

“ The .winds which traverfe New Holland from north-weft to fouth-caft, in the 
eoilnty of Cumberland, have the double charaderiftic of great drynefs and extreme 
heat, notwithftanding ths extent and height of the mountains over which they muft 
pafs before their arrival at this, iaft point.” 

We have previoufly noticed that, off the coaft of Leuwin’s Land, the wind blovving 
from eaft to weft presented fimilar properties : we have further remarked that, at the 
fouthern extremity of Dierfien’s Land, the fame phenomena accompany the north wind, 
which however tould not here be felt without traverfing the lofty mountains of Wilfon's 
f^bmontory, thofe of the Furneaux Iflands, Bafs’s Strait, and the lofty fummits of 
Diemen’s Land, which (hould be eternally covered with ice and fnow. We therefore, 
fremthe fum of thefe obfervations, are .led to this fecond dedudion, more compre- 
henfive than the preceding*: ^ , 

“ That the winds pafling over New Holland from north to foiith, from eaft to weft, 
and from the north-weft to the fouth-eaft, are dry and fcorching winds.” 


Thefe 
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.Thefe refults, with others analogous, will be feen in another part applied to the 
foltition of the great problem refpeSing thephyfical ‘ftate of the interior -or New Hdl- 
Iwd. We lhall now refume the defcription of the territory of Paramatta. 

1 Ijave already ijoticed that the diftance of the jtrees from each other in the forefts 
contiguous to this town, and the pler/teoufnefs^d excellent quality of the grafs, fotttted 
in this part of New South Wales immenfe paftures, alike fuited to the grazing of 
cattle and iheept A finiilar advantage could not efcape the EngHlh government } 
and at the very olF-fet of the colony hither were tranfported all the larger of its do- 
meftic animals. They have multiplied to fuch a degree that the humber of homed 
cattle belonging to the ftate alone, at an epoch but little preceding our arrival at Port 
Jackfon, was 1800, of which 51 a were bulls, 121 oxen, and 1165 cows. The proy 
grel's of the multiplication of thefe animals is fo rapid that, in the fpaceof only 
eleven months the number of oxen and cows had encreafed from 1856 to 2450; 
which for the whole year will give an increafe’of 650, or more than a third of the 
whole. If the multiplication of thefe cattle be calculated to continue after thb rate for 
the fpace of thirty years, or even at a rate only half fo quick. New Holland by that 
time muft be covered by nuruberlefs herds of cattle *. 

Sheep have proved even more prolific ; nay, fo rapidly have they multiplied on thefe 
diftant fliores, that. Captain Mac Arthur, one of the wealthieft proprietors of New 
goujh Wales, makes no hefitation in affirming, in a irqemoir publilhed on this fubjeft, 
that New Holland alone in the fpace of twenty years might furnifh England with all the 
wool at prefent imported from the neighbouring kingdoms ; the annual expehdifure bn 
which articib every year amounts to i,8oo,oool. fterling* * 

Mr. Mac Arthur himfelf now poflelTes more than 4000 fheep, the flocks compofing 
which number I have vifite»l, and fouitd extremely beautiful t* “ The climate of New 
South Wales,” fays he, in his interefting memoir, “ is peculiarly adapted to the increafe 
of fine-woolled fheep ; and from the unlimited extent of luxuriant paftures with which 
that country abounds, millions of thefe valuable animals may be railed in a few years, 
with little other expence than the hire of alow fhepherds. He calculates that tjiey will, 
with proper care, double themfclvcs every two years and a half j” and this his ex- 
perience has fhewn to be lefs than the truth. “ The fpecimeits of the wool,” he fays 
farther, “ have been infpeded by the belt judges of wool in this kingdom ; and they are 
of opinion that it pofTcffes a foftnefs fuperior to many of the wools of Spain, and that 
it certainly is equal in every valuable property to the very beft that is to be obtained 
from thence.” 

Captain Mac Arthur is 'not the only one to whom fheep have proved the honourable 
fource of confiderable profit |. On my different cxcurfions I had frequent opportunity 

of 

* If the increafe were computed at one-third of 1856 for the firft year, and progreffively every year to 
be equally great, that i8*to fay, one-third of the whole, the number of cattle would be doubled eycrjT 
eight yeard, and in thirty-two years, or by the } ear i <'- 33> would amount textile prodigiuyus numbiifr'^ 
18,5^0,000. If half this annual increafe be allowed, or onc-fixth of the Avhole, . the herds wi^uld brt ^ tie* 
cupled in fifteen years, and by the year 1832 would amount to 745,000 ; either nitmb<;y in[>menCe. Tit# 
f Captain Mac Arthur's farm, which is a very tine one, and kept in excellent order, comprl^s J40O 
acres of ground, of which ai6o are in pailure, 40 in x^heat, and the rtfidue qnder culture for articles of 
inferior import. On this fame farm are likewife 27 horfes and mares, and 182 horned catUe, of which 
three arc bulls, 55 oxen, and 124 cows. — M. Peron.^ The memoir to which M. Peron adverts in^^hb- 
preceding article, wasprefented by Captain Mac Arthur at the Right Hon. Lord Hi)J)art's office, i6tb 
July ; and a copy of it may be feen at'large, VoK 16, p. 16 of the Phil. Mag. Tr. 

j: Not indeed the only one, not ionly in New Holland but in Europe, who have been illuTftrificd by 

thin 
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of, fcang flocks as Remarkable for their number as their beauty. I^rrs^Palraer* pof- 
Ceffes 800 flieep Mr. Marfden t a much larger flock: the major part of the othgr 
cplonills, have likewjlb their fpecial flocks. Wandering amid the woods without 
enemies of any defcription, ignorant qf' wintry frofts and our autuippal rains, prote^ed 
by friendly fliades from the rays of the fummcr futi, and feeding on the moft delicate 
and aromatic herbage, thefe flocks already exhibit Angular ftrength and beauty, and 
are likely to attain perfe6lion never known before. What^ indeed,»may not be ex- 
pe0;ed from a climate which has produced changes fo extraordinary and beneficial on the 
. fliieep of Afia and Africa. Every body knows that the flocks of Bengal and the Cape 
' of Good Hdpe, inftead of wool, are»covercd with a fort of hair, very fhort, harih, 
and totally unferviceable to the manufafturer. In vain, as is faid, have experiments 
been multiplied to ameliorate the fleece of thefe animals, or rather, to give them a 
fleece ; they have either altogether failed, or have been attended with fuch little ad- 
vantage, that themoft intelligent proprietors of the Cape, and of Bengal, in rearing 
Iheepj^appear to reckon nothing on the fleece. In New Holland, on the contrary, 
by crbfling thefe breeds with thofe of England and Spain, in lefs than ten years they 
have fucceeded in transforming the hair of the fliecp of Africa and Afia into a wool, 
which indeed has not yet attained any great length, but which is noticed for its 
finenefsand its foft and filky nature. “ As a proof,” fays Mr. Mac Arthur, “ of the 
extraordinary and rapid Improvement of my flocks, I have exhibited the fleece- of a 
coarfe-woolled ewe, that has been' valued at ninepence a pound, and the fleece of 
her lamb begotten by a Spanilh ram, which is allowed to be worth three fliillings 
a pound.” , * 

It, is not only in the quality of the wool that this amelioration is obferved ; it extends 
to the weight of the fleece. “ When I'left Port Jackfon in 1 801,” fays further Cap- 
tain Mac Arthur, ** the heavieff fleece that had then been (horn weighed only three 
pounds and a half j but I have received reports of 1802, from which 1 learn that the 
fleeces of my flieep have eocreafed to five pounds each, and that the wool is finer and 

V • — — 


this commendable and lucrative purfuit. To this England owes its wcalsb, and Florence its Mendour. 
The profdBon of (heep-owncr*(beccajo) was in the time of Dante, and long previoufly, in fiicb high 
efteem^ that the rooft eminent nobility of Italy* (as is obferved by the author of L'ami de« Hommes, 
t. Hi# p* 365*) thought the addition of this title to tlieir diilinflians rather an honour than a difparage- 
menf. Unfortunately this opinion fo little prevailed in other countries, that Francis L of France, took 
confiderable umbrage at Dante having termed one of his anceftors beccajo ; what with juilice on one fide 
of the Alps was confidcred meritorious as well aa a denomination neccirarily.irpplying territorial polTcflions, 
on the other being foolifhly regarded as degrading and offenfive. Tr. 

« The wt^oleof the conceffions to Mr. Palmer amounts to 1070 acres, great part of which lies on the 
river Hawkclbury. Of this territory 320 acres are in wheat, 20 in maize, 15 in barley, 3 in peas and 
beans, "2 in potatoes ; 392 acrys confills of pafture, on which the fiietp are maintained, and, befidiea them, 
17 horfes and mares, 27 beads, and a great number of hogs and goats; the 318 acres remaining, lately 
c^ar^, will foon be fit for culture. 

"f TKis gentleman, thepaftorat Paramatta, is owner of 651 acres of land, #03 of which fubjedi: to 
various culture ; independent of his flock, bis fafm fupports 26 horned cattle, 30 bogs, and to goats. 
This farm at fome diifnnce iif the interior of the country, on the left of the Paramatta river ; from 
the futtimitiif the li|K on which it is fituate, a part of the river’s courfe is didinguiflied : the buildings are 
fpUfaiDiisand wdl famianed i the garden and orchard already combines mod of the fruit-trees in Europe. 

I7.p^ the whole of this fi^t was<;overed with immenfc and ufelefs foreds of eucalypti. The file 
of afes farm is j or 8 mile, from Paramatta, in the midllof forefts, yet was I carried^hither by a charming 
nradiinj. very'handfomeone-horfe chaife. What labour muft not fuch a road have coft, Yet this road, 
tke way, with th«, meadows, fields, and crops, were the wiiirk of no more than eight 


.fofter 



VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 


931 


fofter than the wool of the preceding year. The beauty of it indeed is fuch as to caufe 
it <0 be eftimated at fix (hillings the pound.” 

With refpea: to the Ihecp of Spanifh origin, which form the main (lock of the nu- 
meroui flocks of N«w South^ Wales, they are tho, offspring of a pretty confiderable 
number of beautiful Merinos,’ which Ihe Kngljfh government has caufed at difterenf 
times to be tranfported to Port Jackfon, and of thirty rams of exquifite beauty, 
deftined, as is fald, as a prefent from the viceroy of Peru to the court of Spain, 
but intercepted during the war by an Englifli crilizer, at a fliort diftance from where 
they were embarked. , ' 

In the courfe of my excurfions round about Paramatta, 1 procured a variety of 
animals. More than a hundred and fifty fpecies of infects of novel defeription were 
added to my former colledtions ; among tliele, forty butterflies, the chief of them of 
the moll lively and fplendid colours. Among the coleopetra, or beetle kind, was an 
admirable cetonia, claffed by me under the defignation orpheus, on account of a golden 
lyre moll diftindly marked on the middle of its back} the colour of the back* is an 
emerald green. 

The family of lizards, which prefents fo many fingular fpecies in every part of New 
Holland, furniflied me here with many of confiderable intereft. One of thefe be- 
long to the genus ftellio Cuv., and is remarkable above all its kind on account of the 
extreme llatnefs of its body, the thicknefs of which fcargcly exceeds 2, 5 centimeters* ; 
it is in length 1 1 .centimetersf ; and in breadth 13, 5 centimeters and impcrfedly 
refcmbles the torpilla or torpedo. From the fmguiarity of its fliape, a’lhape hitherto 
undifeovered among this family, 1 have deduced its fpt<cific name of llellio dif- 
cofomus N. It has a vea-y large goitre, filled with air, of an extreme deep blue 
colour. 

In the genus fcincus, in that approximative genus which I have termed fcincoidus, 
in the tiipinambo, and the gecko kind. Paramatta a.flordcd me many remarkable fpe- 
cies. 1 found here likewife that curious long-tailed gecko (jjccko platurus,) deferibed. 
by Shaw, but vdiich to me, by its form and habitudes, feemed lb materially diflPer 
from the generality of the^geckc tribe, that 1 have nidccil it as a new genus undTcr 
the name of gcckoidcs, which on account of its airmity, in the' claliilicatiou of modem 
naturalifts, fhouid immediately follow the gecko. 

in fad', all the geckos hitherto known, have their toes Ihort, broad, flat, deprefled, 
and beneath exhibit a number of fmall indurated leaflets, by means of which they are 
enabled to climb the moft polilhed furlace, or even run like flies on die roofs of apart- 
ments. The geckoides on the contrary have their toes elongated, laterally muchcom- 
prelfed, and arc deftitute of the leaflets by which the gecko is chara6lerizei. . From 
this firl} dilferencc' in the organs of motion, refults, tliai the geckoides are incapable of 
climbing, and pafling a portion of tlieir lives on tree.' like the ihajor part of the geckos, 
with fotiated toes. They inhabit low and muddy grounds, and live on the larvae of 
aquatic infeds, and Du i'ome even of thefe infeds themfelves. Their phyfiognomy 
refembles that of the gecko, and is equally melancholy am] repirffive ; thetr eyes are 
large and protuberant, the pupil lineary and vertical : the whole of tlieir body is ex- 
tremely flat, and their tail, lhaped like the head of a Ipear, i5 divided into joints in 
fuch manner that one can fcarccly touch “it but it breaks qff entirely from the 


body 


Along the arid and fandy coafls of LeuvVin’s Land, of Endraght^ and De WitPs 


* parts of an inch. 

VOL. XI. 


f 4 ^ inches. 
6 B 


Land, 



922 UfOVAOZ FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS* 

Land, I was enable^i to trace none of the genus batracia, and was the |jg|fs furprifed as 
everywhere thegreat fcarcity, or rather pofitive nullity of water, afforded nohabitatiyn 
for thefe animals, I di^ not however the lefs regret that I had not been able to procure 
a fingle one of this great family of* reptiles when my (lay at Paraqiatta enabled ane to 
complete, in this refpeft, my zoologic^ labours In New Holland. 

There, in faft, I colleded two hitherto unknown fpecies of frogs, which I de- 
fcribed one under the head rana puftulofa, the other under that of rana pollicifera, on 
account of its having on its hind feet a very falient appendage, which at lirft light 
might be taken for a toe. Thp toad genus likewife afforded me two new fpecies, the 
bufo leucogafter, and proteiis ; in the firft fpecies, indeed, the belly is of a ihining 
whitenefs, and the other exhibited a Angular variety of hues. *'The protean toad is 
one of the fmalleft known, for it fcarcely meafurcs an inch in length ; and by its 
pleaAng and various ihades of colour it differs materially from the difgulling genus to 
which it belongs. 

On the banks of ftreams, in fountains, in the hollows of the coolell rocks, and be- 
neath the foliage of trees, is frequently feen the magnificent fpecies of frog (rainette,) 
defcribed by me under the name of hyla cyanea. The whole back of this animal is of 
a very lively blue-purple colour, relieved on each fide of the body by two gloffy ftripes 
of filver ; the belly is of a deep Prullian blue. This fpecies is one of the largeft and 
handfomeft of its kind ; it is npt lefs<han fifteen centimiters in length* from the- jiofe 
to the extremity of its hind-legs. Among the other frogs I procured in my excurfions, 
there Is one remarkable on account of a vaft number of black fpots, round, circled 
with a while ring, and fprinkled on a ground of brown colour : 1 called it hyla 
ocellata N. A third received the denomination H. nibulofa N. on account of the 
vaguenefs of its colour. The hyla janopoda N. is diftinguilhed by the beautiful violet- 
colour of its hind-feet. In the citropoda, all the joints of the hind-legs are- marked by 
a large fpot of a lemon-colour. Inferior in fize to any I have mentioned, the hyla 
rubeola is fprinkled over with very fmall white points, on a light wine-lees colour. 
Among the terrelfrial antf fluvia concha; I likewife made fome interefting difeoveries, 
as I md alfo with refped to worms, and the filh of the Paramatta river ; but fo 
abundant are the new bbjefts which prefented themfelve*s, that were I merely to 
enumerate them, I Ihould be obliged to facrifice the mention of things of more 
general importance. 

The obje<fts of our excurfion to Paramatta being now completed, M. Bellefin and 
myfelf returned to Sydney Town. 

Previous to the obfervations which follow rcfpecling the Icarcity or ahnoft abfolute 
want of rivers m New Holland, M. Peron fills a number of .pages with the hiftory of 
a Frenchman tranfported for forgery ; but the relation being better adapted for the 
Newgate Calendar than 'a work of this defeription, is paffed over. Preparatory *to thefe 
obfervations, M. Peron gives account of thofe ideas affixed in Europe to the terms 
ilreamlet, river, large river, and torrent, at which part the tranflator refumes the 
work. • '• , 

Iii Eulbpe we apply the term ftreamlet to the union of feveral running fprings in a 
continuous cutf’ent or water of fmall extent, which after a limited courfe lofes itfelf, 
now in different refervoirs, now in thb fea, but which commonly falls into other 
currents of water of fimilar nature to itfelf. 

<*> ^combination of many^fuch llreamlets in one current forans a river, which, with 
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the charafteriftics of the preceding, poffeffes a courfe more rapid, and of greater length 
%rofs continents or iflands, and generally unites with ftreamp fimilar to itfelf in form- 
ing large rivers (fleuves) ; thcfe not only empty themfelves into the fea, but have a very 
, confiderable length of courlje, and roll a broader volume of water. 

Torrents, however great, materially diffqr from ftreamlets and rivers, as their 
courfe, dependent on the feafons or atmofphencal viciffitudes, is not continuous but 
periodical. ' 

Thcfe general notions fettled, we fliall apply them to the peculiar hydrography of 
New Holland, and in this inilance fhall fee new phcwmena worthy of profound at- 
tention, and not le% remarkable than thofc befordprcfcnted relative to the felueMoun- ^ 
tains and the north-weft winds. 

In faft, throughout the whole extent of this vaft continent, comprifing more than 
100,000 fquare leagues * of furface, no river has yet been difeovered equal in fize to 
the Marne or the Allier t, allowing that definition aflixed in the comniencement of this 
article to the term river. 

In vain, every inftant, does the navigator who fails along the coafts of this country, 
imagine he difeovers in deep inlets, which admit of his penetrating to confiderable dif- 
tance, the mouth of fome large river ; the faltnefs of the fancied river diminifhes not 
as he advances ; and-foon he diflinguiflies that it ha? no other motion than what is 
communicated by the tide. Still, the depth of water ).s fo confiderable, its breadth fo 
great, and he proceeds fo far inland, that the illufion yet continues. The navigation 
inland is further profecuted ; numerous creeks are feen which refemblc’ the moiSths of 
large rivulets ; the creeks are examined, but no where is frelh water found. Expeft- 
ation difappointed, is ftill fuftairied by the impofmg appearance of the principal branch, 
which yet preferves the fimilitude of a great river. The navigator has now afeended 
it fixty or eighty miles, and trufts to proceed much higher. Vain hope ! the majeftic 
river dwindles to a wretched ftreamict, incapable of floating the lighteft boat, and 
which at different feafons of the year is but a few inches deep. The aftonilhed traveller 
halts ; and when he perceives that the ebb and flow of tide is almoft equally percept- 
ible at the extremity as at, the beginning of his navigation, he wonders at the very 
flight fall in the nearly level furface of the country. ’ 

Such is the general pifture of the rivers of New Holland, there is not one but it 
fuits in the moft literal manner, and without other modification than refults from its 
greater or Icfs extent. Thus, King George’s River, Cook’s at Botany Bay, that of 
Paramatta at Port Jackfo.p, of Hawkefbury at Broken Bay, the I’ivcr Hunter, Endea- 
vour River, all the rivers of the Gulf of Carpentaria, recently explored by Captain 
Flinders, the rivers or havens of the Bay of Sharks, the River of Swans, tha|t of the 
Bay o^ tlie Geographe, the Port of King George, Bonaparte Gulf, Jofephine Gulf, 
Philipps’s Port, the\Vcftcrn Port, Skc. ; all of them prefent aTeries of phenomena ana- 
logous to the pidfiire I have given. Even Diemen’s Land, notwithftanding its different 
geological conftitutibn, in all its rivers exhibits the fame fingularity. The river Huon, 
Swan Port, the North River J. Dalrymple River, &c., arejjut fa 'many gulfs more or 
lefs narrow, but all eflentially fait, all aftsacd by the tides, and indebte^ to tlfem chiefly 

* 766,215 fqnarc miles Engllfli of 69,2 to a degreef jthc French league being that^of which there are 
25 to a degree ; but here M. Feron fpeaks at random, for New Holland coin])rizes a furface of at leail 
2,739,6 uo Iquare ftalute miles, or upwards of 350,000 fquare leagues. Tr. 

t The breadth and volu tine of the Trent. Ta. * ^ 

J The l)crw*:nt ; this is a miltakc notietd ift Chap. xii.,«thc river, as there bbferved, being ndvigable 
much beyond the niounlaiiis where ij. was iuppofed by the French geographers to have its fourcc, and hav» 
ing, accjrding to Captain Flinders, from three to fpur fathoms of Ir^fh water. Ta. 
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for what motion they^re liable to, and terminating all of them in fcanty rivulets, aimoiz 
entirely dry in the^hot leafon of the year. , 

However (ingular the circumftances already adduced relative to the rivers of New 
Holland, ftill are not thefe their only peculiarities ; we (hall prefently notice in ‘their . 
Overflowings a new fubjeft for meditatioi) and enquiry : in the interim it is requifite I 
terminate what refpefts my firft excurfion to Paramatta. 

It is not only by opening new and commodious roads that the En^ilh government 
feeks to faqlitate communication in this colony : from the clofe of 1793 it has efta- 
blifhed packet-boats, which fail fivary day from Sydney and Paramatta, and carry goods 
and paffengers. The fare is one (hilling for each individual, and the fame for every 
hundred weight of merchandize or goods. The whole boat may alfo be hired for fix 
(hillings. Befides thefe means of traiifport common to the public, the government 
has a number of very comfortable, and, even elegant boats, for its own <ife and that 
of its officers ; and in one of thefe it was that M. Bellefin and myfelf returned to 
Sydney. We embarked oppofite the barracks at Paramatta j a fpot where the river 
(till preferves fufficient depth of water to float the largeft boats, while two hundred 
paces above, it dwindles to a fcanty rivulet, incapable of floating the moll (lender 
pirogue. 

In proportion to the diftance, below Paramatta the river becomes broader and more 
deep, and in a (hort time has depth fufficient for the largeft (hips to navigate, not lefs even 
than from eight to ten fathoms. On both (ides the river, attention is excited by a 
variety* of fmall coves, penetrating in a lefs or greater degree into the country, their 
margins pleafmgly decorated with fuperb woods. Already, however, has the Euro- 
pean marked his refidence in thefe parts by dilFerent portions of land cleared of trees. 
Here, at the extremity of a verdant creek, is feen the humble cottage of the new colo- 
nift ; the founding axe heard from a diftance announces his labour and activity ; 
beyond, in natural meads, ftray the cows, deeds, and oxen, yet few in number, of the 
inrant farm ; in other fpots are feen the ripening crops of fields fo recently fubmitted 
to ^cultm;e. Occafionally, in the fummit of fome picturefque (lope, the larger and 
elegant abode is diftinguilhed of a proprietor more wealthy ^and more adlive than his 
neighbours, furrounded By wider fields, more numerous fervants, more extenfivc crops : 
of this defeription was the feat of Mr. Cox, paymafter of the colony, whom 1 had feen 
at the houfe of M. Paterfon. As foon as we were perceived by this gentleman, he put 
off in a boat belonging to the farm, and invited us in fo prclfmg manner to reft our- 
felves awhile at his houfe, that we could not refufe. 

While dinner was haftily getting ready, wc employed ourfelves in looking over the 
minutise c^ the farm, all of which to us were fources of aftoniflimcnt. Still was not 
this the only farm which Mr. Cox poffi^ed on thefe (hores j on a fecond vifit^ 1 paid 
him, in company with Colonel Paterfon and others, Mr. Cox took us to another 
much finer and more fertile in the interior towards Caftle Hill. The road which 
leads from one of thefe farms to the other is tolerably wide? and commodious 
enough to alio w.of cmr travelling in a carriage; it is ncverthelefs fix or feven miles in 
length ; and in^ordef to make it, it required a vaft number of trees (liould be felled. 
The whole amount of the grants of land to Mr. Cox is eight hundred and fixty acres, 
more than three hundred of which wefe fowed with wheat, fifteen with maize, fix 
with barley, twelve with oats, kc . ; three hundred and forty-nine acres were referved 
fdf pafture, the cattle on ,which confided of five horfes, three mares, twenty-feven , 
homed beafts, and eight hundred (beep of the finfeft fleeces. Mn Laycock, a gentle- 
man of* our party, quarter-mafter of the regiment, poflelTes fourteen hundred and 

4 feventy 
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feventy acres, principally (ituate in the moft fertile parts of the colony. At the dif« 
forent farms which make up this number of acres, he has fix horfeS and mares, one 
hundred and twenty-eight horned cattle, of which fifty-three oxen and feventy-five 
cows,* and very numerous fjocks of ,fheep. » 

After thanking Mr. Cox and his lady for the*civilities we had experienced, M. Bcllefin 
and myfelf returned to our boat, and in a few hours time reached Sydney I'own. 

While I was purfuing the different obfervations I have related, my worthy friend, 
M. Lefueur, had been employed in making a rich ornithological colleftion ; he had 
killed more than two hundred birds : add to this, our .zoological (lore wjs encreafed 
by fixty-eight quadrupeds, the refult of his afti’vity j a vafl number of drawings and 
colourings alfo had been completed. 

^ As fo many of our two crews had perifhed, owing to the long privations and the hor- 
rible epidemy to which they had been fubjeft,, as the remainder was no longer com- 
petent to navigate the two (hips, as alfo wc had from experience been taught that thefe 
fliips were ihemfelves of too great burthen for the geographical details we had yet to 
complete, either on the foutli-well, or north-weft parts of New Holland, it was deter- 
mined the Naturalifte fhould be fent back to France, after taking out of her almoft all 
the found men on board and fubftitutiiig in itlieir Itead the convalefcents and valetu- 
dinarians of the Gec^raphe. A bark of thirty tons was on the ftocks, and this was 
purchafed as a conlort for us, the command being given tg M. L, Freycinti, firfl 
lieutenant of the Naturalifte, and the author of the chief geographical works 
effected on jDoard that corvette. Captain Hamelin himfelf was to return to F.urope in 
his corvette, and render account to government of the rcfults of the voyage. 

M. Lefueur and myfelf found ourftlves, in cpnfequcnce of this refolution, fully occu- 
pied in arranging the different objects we had to forward to France by the Naturalifte, 
and were from that inftant obliged to fuFpend our refearches. What perfoverant 
labour, in fa(ft, mult it not have required to difpofe methodically more than forty 
thoulimd animals, of all clafTes, collc6tcd from fo many fhorps in the courfe of the two 
years paft. I'hirty-thrce large cafes were filled with thefe collections, the moft nurne- 
rous and valuable that any, travelier before had tranfported to Europe, and part of 
which only, difplayed in the large houfc occupied by M. Bellefin and myfelf, excited 
the admiration of all intelligent Entrlilhmcn, but efueciallv of the celebrated naturalift, 
M. Patt'ifon. 

Of all knoM n countries there is not perhaps another in which eleC^rical phenomena 
are fo frequent and tcrrilftc as in this fingular climate. In the run from the Monti- 
nette Iflands to Port Jackfon, we had already obferved with much furprize the conti- 
nuity of phenomena of this defcrlption, in a feafon, and during the prevalence of wea- 
ther fo, little adapted to their deveiopement ; but, during the latter part of our flay at 
Sydney, we witnefi'ed {forms fo violent and fo repeated, that our aftonifliment was 
confiderably heightened. Never had we heard before fuch tremendous claps of thun- 
der, or feen the atmofphere furrowed by lightning fo vivid and fq fucccflivc. In one 
of thefe tempefts the Englifh fhip Perfeus, which was deftitute \)f a concfuclor, was 
ftruck by the lightning and nearly perifhed. i 

The 7th Odober prefented us a phenomenon of this kind of which I know of no- 
thing parallel in meteorological annals. The weather in the fose part of the day had 
been remarkably fine ; a calm reigned as well in the atmofphere as on the f&i but, in 
the afternoon, the wind veered fuddenly to ’the north-woift, blo.wing ftrong «p|c1 '*fn 
fqualls ; a vaft colledfion of large bl^ck clouds, berrne by thefe winds from the fummits 
of the Blue Mountains, were’ precipitated into the plain. The clouds were lo heavy 
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that they nearly {kiaimed the furface of the ground. TJle heat was fuffocating ; Reau- 
mur’s thermometer alnoft inftantaneoufly rofe from i8 to 27* In a little time thfe 
clouds opened with a" horrid cralh, the lighting ijow almoft deprived the gazers of fight 
by itsluftre, and now darted through the air in a.ferpentine blue Me. At this f>eriod 
the wind blew in all dircftions, and with'encreafed fury. Several Ihowers of rain fall- 
ing we trufted the ftorm would fpeedily blow over, when, from the deep bofom of a 
higher floating cloud, much more bltjck than the reft, there fuddenly fell a copious 
fhower of hail, the-ftones of which were even more remarkable for their fliape than their 
highly extraordinary dimenfions : §ome of thefe ftones weighed nearly three deca- 
grammes t ; and all of them, in lieu of the globular fhape of the hail of our climates, 
were of the form of an elongated and irregular prifm, the proportions of which in one 
of the largeft I could find were in length 65 millimeters breath 39 millimeters §, thick- 
nefs 1 8 millimeters ||. 

However ftrangc to us hail in this fliapc, it was not fo to the Englilli, who, fince 
their fettlcmcnt on thefe flioros, had had frequent opportunities’ of remarking it, bur at 
no time with charaderiftics fo prodigious as in the month of December 1795. The 
precifion of the following account by Mr. Collins was attefted to me by fome of the moft 
. refpeclable and enlightened inhabitants of the colony. 

(December 1795.) “ The beginning of this month,” fays Collins, “ was remark- 

able for a meteorological phenomenon of a very extraordinary kind. Four fanhs oft 
Rufes’s Creek. wei*e entirely laid Wafte, not by fleet or hail, but by the fall of large 
mafles of ice. Lieutenant Abbott, the military officer in the command at this ftation, 
in his report of this event to the governor, relates that the ftorm proceeded from the 
north-weft. The efl'cd of it was trem'jndous : the wheat was laid flat on the ground, 
the ears cut off, and the grain perfcdly beaten out of the car ; even thethickeft ftems 
of maize were unable to rcfift its violence : the fides of the trees expofed to the ftorm 
feeraed as if fhattered by fmall fliot ; and the earth was covered with their twigs and 
branches. The temperature of the tw'o fucceeding days was extremely mild, notwith- 
ftanding which the hail-ftones ftill laid on the ground nearly as large as at their firft 
falling. Some pieces of this hail brought to Hawkefbury. by Lieutenant Abbott, two 
days after they had fallen, were ftill from fix to eight inches long. This ftorm was felt 
neither at Sydney norat Paramatta.” 

How Angular the climate which in every part of its hiftory prefents a phenomenon fo 
pafling ftrange. 

Soon as our different colleftions were arranged, I fet off with Colonel Paterfon to vifit 
the fe'tlement at Caftle Hill. After afeending the Paramatta river the fpace of about 
three leases, the colonel and myfelf, attended by a party of foldicrs, landed to com- 
mence our fearch after objefts relating to natural hiftory. In midft of thofe different 
trees, which time or the axe had iu every part levelled with the ground, we found be- 
neath their fungous and putrid bark, at every inftant, beautiful coleopterte, divers fpe- 
cies of lizards, and many reptiles, of which we made a large colledion. As wo pene- 
trated deeper into the foreft, where hitherto the axe and fire had not been introduced 
by the Englifh,. we.obfcrved infers to be much more rare than elfewhere ; a fingularity 
which we attributed to the praflice of tl].e favages of fetting fire to the woods, and of 
thus deftroying with them an enormous quantity of the eggs of thefe infeds, of their 
i^rva;, and even of the infeds themfelves^. 

* 64,4" to 80,6® of Fahr. ' •)• An ounce and eight-tenths 6f a dram, Eng. ayoi’rd. 

% Upwards of two inches and a half, Eng. One inch and a' half. 1 | Seven-tenths of an inch. 

2 Whether 
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"Whether owing to the con^niality of the nature of the light Cuidy , foil, or to 
the climate, the peach, of allEuropean trees, is that which has beft iucceeded in New 
South WSles. There are orchards entirely compofed of thiis fruit-tree, and it yields 
fuch large crops aato admit of many being dried /or preferves : many make from the 
juice of them a very pleafaht wine ; fome diljil brandy from them j and in certain iu- 
flances they are fo numerous as to be given as food to pigs. 

On reaching 4’arainatta, Mr. Patcrfon and myfelf took up our abode in the govem- 
ment-houfe, which I have elfewhere deferibed’j and the next day proceeded with the 
kind M. Cayloy on our courfes of natural hiftory. Wjth what intefeft for feveral days 
did we traverfe tlufe feenes I'o rich in productions unknown to Europe ! ’ With what 
ardour vie in our explorations ! And with what kindnefs did my refpedable fellow- 
labourers add to the collections I made thofe articles which efcaped my notice ! 

On thefe little excurfions, fo truly full of charms, I frequently made an obfervation 
fufficicntly important to attraCl particular attention. In the deep vallics which we 
oftentimes palled, ran rills of water, fo flender, and of fuch narrow breadth, that the 
widelt of them might be Hepped over with greatell eafe ; ftill, at the height of fifteen 
or even twenty feet above their ordinary level, on the ground itfelf, and on the frees, 
were evident marks of the recent ravage of the torrent. My companions confirmed the 
truth of this remark from their individual obfervations, and furnilhed me with valuable 
documents on this fubjeCt, which, combined with thoje I had previoully obtained, or 
afterwards fuccccded in obtaining, allow of my prefenting with greater intereft the An- 
gular hiftory of the inundations of the rivers of this part of New Holland. * 

We havc'already feen tliat the whole of thefe rivers, however wide their mouth, are 
nothing but gulfs filled with fca-water, which terminate univcrfally in flender rivulets, 
ahnofl utterly dried up at one foafoij of the year, and fubjeCt at times to a prodigious 
incrcafe in the volume of the waters they bring down. We arc now about to revert to 
the inundations of thefe rivers ; but, in order that the reader may be enabled to com- 
prehend more fully that which their origin and effeCts prefent of furprizing, it is ne« 
ceffary we fiiould give a more detailed defeription of the HawUelbury river, a rivj^r which 
has exhibited a ferics of the moft wonderful phenomena of this kind, and thofe the bell 
fuited to throw light on the great extent of the mountains we have already deferibed. 

Eight ortenmilesnorthof Port Jackfon isthefingular opening to which Captain Cook, 
who had but a curfory view of it, gave the name of Broken Bay, on account of the rent 
and brokcii appearance of the contiguous country. This bay at its entrance feparates 
into many branches, three of which arc larger and more remarkable than the reft. 
The moft capacious of thefe is that of the north, but, at the fame time, this is the moft 
ufelefs, feeing at low tide its mouth has no more than twelve feet water : that on the 
fouth, which Commodore Phillips efteemed the moft beautiful piece of water he had 
ever bAeld, and which he denominated Pitt-Water, is very e^tenfive, and might eafily, 
according to that illuftrious navigator, contain the entire navy of Great Britain ; it is 
however, unfortunately, obftruiled by a ledge of rocks, on which at low tide there is 
but three fathoms water, a circumftancc that prevents its receiving large Ihips. The 
third branch of Broken Bay, the diredion of which, is fouth-weft,’ is more narrow than 
Pitt-Water, but its depth being every where from five to thirteen fathoms, it is dapable 
of receiving veffels of the largeft fize. * , • 

Beyond thefe three principal branches. Broken Bay ftill forms a number of narrow 
and deep creeks, after which the bay itfelf rrarrows where the river Hawkefbury ter- 
minates ; that river the origin of which we are about to trace. 

The 
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The whple county ”of Cumberland, as we have elf^here faid, is environed by the 
inaccefflble chain of Blue^Mountains. From the moft precipitous pto of thefe iingular 
mountains, and direfltly weft of Broken Bay, the river Grofe, which commonly is but 
a trickling rivulet, falls in a long fuceeffion of cdcades. Oh reaching Richmond Hflj, 
a very remarkable fpot of which mention will be made, the Grofe becomes confounded 
with thlb Nepean ; and both thefe rivulets, at the point of junftion, lofe their name. 
The whole courfe of the Nepean is hitherto unknown ; on afeending if, however, you 
proceed :~firft, to the feet of the mountains, and along their fides, in which courfe it 
deferibes a ^i-eat curve to the parallel of lyiount Hunter ; then towards the fouth 
through very fertile meadows, which h frequently overflows ; and laftly, the mountains 
themlelvcs, from which it runs ; beyond which point nothing is known of its origin or 
extent- Were one to judge from its diminutive breadth at this point one fliould elteem 
the fource of the river at hand, but the iinnienfity of the inundations produced by the 
waters it occafionally brings down, fuflicicntly refutes this fuppolition, and proves that it 
fprings from a confiderable diftance within the mountains, and Jias very vaft ramifica- 
tions. Often, indeed, this river, apparently fo defpicable, fuddenly fwells ; its waters 
rife to a confiderable height ; exceed their accuftomed barriers, and roll their wafteful 
torrents over the neighbouring fields, fpreading afar their ravage and exciting general 
alarm. Hitherto ftrangers to thefe frightful floods, the F.nglifh who firft fettled on the 
Hawkefliury river, experienced, confiderable injury from them ; andeven fince they have 
found no other means of avoiding the fpoliations of the floods than by cbnftruding 
their dwellings at diftance from the dangerous banks of the river, or on eminences 
above the rife of its watersi Still, fpite of this double precaution, the farmers in the 
neighbourhood of the river are far from conceiving themfelves fecure from difafter j and 
how, in faft, can they reckon on always efcaping from inundations in which the waters 
rife above the common level of the river from twenty-five to thirty, forty, and even 
fifty feet* ; inundations which bear no relation to the natural courfe of the feafons, and 
which have been known to be renewed even as often as eleven times in the year. Thefe 
laft circpmftances indeed more particularly merit our enquiries and meditations. 

Every body knows that in equatorial climates the year is_ divided into two chief fea- 
fons, the dry and the i'ainy, this laft correfponding to tlie epoch at which the fun 
reaches the tropic from the equator, enveloped, as one may fay, in the vapours which 
his beams have raifed, and which inceffantly refolved into rains fall in torrents, and are 
replaced by new aggregations of vapour fubjed: to like revolutions. At this epoch all 
the rivers fwell and overflow their banks, extenfive lands are buried beneath their 
waters, and even the air is filled with moift and dangerous haze. But now the fun re- 
trogrades 'towards the oppofite tropic, and carries in its fuite its vapours and mifts, its 
torrents and humidity, and fuddenly, in the regions it leaves, the air becomes more 
purified, the moiftened foil relumes itsfolidity, tjie rivers enter again their accuftomed 
bed^, and vegetation fhews itfi If more rapid from the heat having diftended the veffels, 
and mollified the texture of plants. The effefts to which animals are liable are 
analogous ; their reh.xed ^bres become more tenfe, epidemics ceafe, and the human 
race is again reftorcu at once to plenty and to health. 

This rapid Iketch of the progrefs bf the feafons in equatorial countries equally fuits 
thqfe regions immediately bordering on 'them ; and, as high as 30 of 35 degrees of 
latitude fouth, all the grand phenomena of meteorology more or lefs afied the regular 
fuccelfion of which I fpeak. 

• In 1P09 or 10 they rofe fixty-five feet. Tr. From Port Jackfon Gazette. 


The 
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Thefe principles^admitted k would not be extraordinary if tfie county ofX^umber- 
Ijuid, comprized within the J3th* degree of latitude fouth,,ftipuld beexpofedto con- 
liderable inundations, did not the very nature of thefe inundations .prelent the moll 
evideat proof of their not being copfequent on ihe rotation of the equatorial feafons. 
Fdj: in this rotation every thing is immutabltj, the rains and inundations have ^eir dif* 
tin£t and appointed period ; they may be calculated upon and provided againff ; they 
occur but once ift a year and never happen in oppofite feafons. While on the contrary, 
in what relates to the Hawkelbury River it has 'already been proved by experience, 
ill, that the overflowing of this Angular river tabes place in all feafons of the 
year ; 2d, that the recurrence of this circumftarfcc varies from once or twice to eleven 
times in a year, without any reafon allignablc for the dilFcrence ; 3d, that thefe pro- 
digious inundations have no relation whatever to the conllilution of the atmofphere as 
alleged cither by the violence or dircdlion of, the winds ; 4th, that they are indeed 
oftentimes preceded by violent teinpclfs, but that thefe tcmpells themfelves may devolve 
from any point of the horizon without their influence on the inundations appearing 
more or lefs confiderable ; 5th, that not only have thefe inundations no general rela- 
tion to the feafon of the year or the nature of the winds, but they do not ’even preferve 
any order with rcfpedl to their recurrence ; in fadl, fix months have pall without any 
flood happening, while again, three or even four times in a month has the river over- 
flowed its banks. * . 

From all thefe fads we may then deduce the remarkable confequencp that thp over- 
flowing of the rivers of New South Wales is not owing to the fame caufes as the inun- 
dations of equatorial countries, or even of thofc bordering ofl the tropics. 

On the other hand, thefe phenomena are as .little explained by what takes place in 
temperate climates, where the grand floods are chiefly occafioned by the melting of 
the fnow, and in accumulated mountainous regions. The thaw in thefe is annual, 
and periodical ; it commonly takes place in the fpring ; at times, but very^ rarely does 
this happen, it is delayed until the dog-days : but when was jt obferved in midft of the 
winter’s cold ? • • 

No other caufe therefore,remains to which to affign the Overflowings of the Hawkef- 
bury River, but the frequency and abundance of the rain which falls on thefe mountains 
where it has its fource : but, allowing this, how wonderful muft thefe heavy rains 
appear which can fuddcnly occafion the waters of a fmall ffreamlct to rife to the height 
of from 30 to 50 feet, which happen at the moll oppofite feafons, oc nr fo frequently 
in a year, and in a manner, fo independent of the confUtution of the atmofphere, cf the 
courfeof the winds, or of tempcfls ! On what an immenfe extent of country mull they 
not fall at the fame time ! How rapid their courfe through the mountains,’ at once, 
and alniqft inflantaneoufly, to unite in fuch prodigious mafl'es ! , It muft be allowed that, 
in this, as in many other phenomena, New Holland defies our conclufions from com- 
parifons, mocks our fl tidies, and fhakes to their foundations the moft firmly eftabliflied 
and moft univcrfally 'admitted of our fcientific opinions. As we proceed in fpcaking 
of this continent, juftly denominated by the Englifh the unequalled and wonderful, 
we lhall find ftill other and not lefs inconceivable, examples of thefe apparently whim- 
fical freaks of nature : but before we revert to jhe fmall ftreamlets of Paramatta, which 
induced us to travel to the banks of the Hawkelbury, let us firfl terminate what relates 
to this Angular river. 

If, by its inundations, it fpreads alarni .among the cultivators fettled in its vicinage, 
what benefits, on the bther hand, doe’s it not diffufd over the country' through which it 

VOL. XI. * 6 c flows: 
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flows: luring along in its courfe, from the fummit mountains, and fromtthe 

interior of the continent, all the vegetable earth it ifteeti in its way, it precmitates tbia 
e^h into the vallies,ldepofirs it into the fields it overflows, aqd accumulates^ there in 
invaluable beds, the depths of which,* according to, M. Mai-ioen, is «ot lefs than*frdb' 
to 69 feet thus furnifliing inexhaulUble aliment for the molt adive and vaiifecl 
culture ! Indeed, in no part of the world is the fecundity of the banks of this Aulfral 
river earceeded ; without much toil, and with fcarcely any tillage,' the 'earth here pre- 
fents the' molt grajeful crops ; wheat has here been feen to yield, the firfl year of 
breaking up-the land, 95, barley 140, and maize 200 for one. This is the chief gra* 
nary of the Englifh colony, and hence* does it draw the provifion of wheat necefl'ary for 
its fupport ; it is another Delta, comparable in every refpeft for fertility to that of 
Egypt. The Englilh, in fa£t, commonly defignate this river by, the title of the Nile 
of New Holland *, nor are many circumftances wanting to juftify the comparilbn ; like 
the Nile the Hawkefbury River hides its head in mountains which forbid accefe ; like this 
African river it is fubjeft to overflow, and as does that brings from the mountains a 
vegetable earth to depofe it in the valley through which it takes its courfe ; finally, 
like the Nile, it is the fource of abundance and happinefs in a country generally wild 
and barren. 

The chief difference exifting between the Jwo rivers is, in the circumflance of the 
overflowing of the Nile being only Angular in the year and periodical at the fame-fea- 
fon, fa that the. time of its occurrence, its progrefs and effeds may be • calculated j while 
nothing fimilar applies to the Hawkefbury River. Another difference may be pointed 
out : in Egypt the failure of the expeded inundation is a fource of dread to the 
farmer; in New Holland the excefs of .the floods. Thus, even in its refemblance to 
the mofl extraordinary phenomenon of the Old World, the fouthern continent appears 
to mock all reafoning deduced from analogy. 

The Angular pidure I have exhibited not only fuits the river Hawkefbury ; all the 
other rivers, and even all the rivulets of the county of Cumberland, are fubjed to fimi- 
la»incrdafe, an increafe apparently to be aferibed to copious rains failing on a conneded 
fpace of greater or lefs .extent. * 

The lady of Colonel Paterfon, who was anxious of accompanying us to Caflle Hill, 
had come in her carriage to Paramatta t- We immediately after fet out to join Mr. 
Cox and his family at the farm he occupies on the fide of the river, which I have before 
deferibed ; here we flept, and the next morning early our whole party, enlarged by the 
addition^ of our hofts, departed for the fpot we were about towifit. 

In proportion as we proceeded farther from Paramatta, the elevation of the ground 
became greater : the vicinage of Caftle Hill confifts of a number of hills divided from 
each other by pleafing .vallies, through which ferpentine occafionai flender .rivulets. 
The vegetable earth here fccins, generally fpcaking, deeper and of fuperior quality to 
that at Paramatta. 

Of all the fcttlemcnts in New South Wales the moft recent is* Caftle Hill ; when 1 
was there * fcarcely three 'years had clapfed from the foundation of the eftablilhment, 

• Collins, paRc* 4 i 5 . . ' 

-j- Here I cannot refrain a remark of Importajirc ; while I have feen colonies bllongin^ to powerful 
European natitnis, and eftablifhed for centuries, in which not a fingle carriage is kept, as an obje£f of luxury, 
and in which* it would be impoffiblc to make ufe of them, owing to the badnefs of the roads, in the town 
of Sydney alone Jio lefs than eiglit or ten carriages of great elegance and beauty arc kept, independent 
of a number of whifkics' and gi^s, diftribnted over the 'wjbolc furfacc of the colony. In lire llightcfl: 
of thefe /’chicles may the county of Cumberland be traverfed in every diredtidci ; ftill, not twenty years 
iilve elapfi^d* finct the ^rfl appearance of civilized men on thefe Hiords ! 

1 The 
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The growing town confifte^.lihen of no more than about a dozen hoisfes : but already* 
•large op|nings in the woddls of the neighbouring hills were effeded, Rpd fcveral, 
pretty fams were feen in the valleys. Six hundred convict's were employed in cutting 
"Olw Toads through the foreft, andi in twenty different places rofe immenfe clouds .or 
£||pak, ariling from the combufUon of the trges felled on the newly ceded lands. 

For a long time the Englifh government, in order to prevent thefe deflruftive con- 
flagrations, ordhined that the lands fhould be cleared merely by felling the trees : it 
was hoped that the falient part of the Item, and the roots of them, foon decop^iofed by 
heat and humidity, fo far from being injurious to the labours of the'field, w6uld become 
a valuable compoft. This meafureis faid to be*pra£lifed with fuccefs in various parts 
of America; but the refult was difficult in New Holland, as if experience fhould, in 
every inflance on this continent, be found of no avail ! The wood of the eucalyptus, 
which is fo rare a circumftance to meet with perfectly found, even in growing trees, 
and which promifes to be liable fo foon to perilli, preferved doubtlefs by its refinous 
matter from the dellrudtive atlion of thc' air, is proof againft all changes of weather ; 
in every quarter are feen yet in found condition the remains of thofe trunks felled 
iiftcen years before, as well as the roots, which, from their fpreading wide and near 
the furface, greatly impede the labourer in his toil. In order to remedy this inconve- 
nience, the cultivator is obliged to dig up thefe roots and ftems, though Ibmctimes they 
are confumed by fire, kept up for whole weeks together, for this purpofe. 

This difficulty, which was not forefeen by the Englifh, obliged them to renounce the 
firfl mode jidopted for clearing the lands, and to have recourfe to fire ; theTnethod 
ufed is firfl, to infulate the portion of the forefl to be cleaned by creating large inter- 
vals ; fire is lighted then at different places, and a few days fuffice to annihilate the 
growth of centuries. This laft method, befiaes it being the quickeft and moll eafy of 
effeftuation, has the further advantage of extirpating, as I may fay, all heterogeneous 
plants ; it likewife, at the fame time, imparts a beneficial warmth to the earth, which 
difpofes it to yield more abundant crops in the firfl inilances ; and the afhes of the 
burnt trees furnifh an excellent compofl. * . , 

After taking refrelhment at Caftle Hill, we went to vifit a neighbouring efUte : 

I wilh,” faid M. Paterfon to me, “ to introduce you to ’a former countryman of 
yours, whom I rank among ray friends ; it is M. de la Clarape, once a colonel in the 
French fervice, w’ho acquitted hlffifelf in an honourable manner during the lafl wars 
;in India, and who, forced by the events of the revolution to feek an afylum in Eng- 
land, conftantly refufed to take up arras againft; his country. Tired, at length, of an 
inadivity fo little correfponding with his talle and former habits, he entreated to^ be 
allowed to fettle in thefe dillant climates. Not only did the government comply with 
■his requefl, it, moreover, fhewed its liberality to this refpedtable charader in a manner 
that has infured him, if not a brilliant, yet an ample and comfortable fubfiflence for, the 
remainder of his life. In the three years he has refided at Caftle Hill, he has only 
once been to Sydney Town ; he avoids fociety, and excufes himfelf from complying 
with the repeated invitations of his friends to dedicate his ^hole time to the purfuits of 
agriculture ; of his knowledge and induftry in this occupation yoU wilj foon be enabled 
to form a judgment.” 

We had now walked for the fpace of a quarter of an hour througlv a tuffed wood, 
when the raodeft abode and fields of the poor French colonel opened on our view. 

At the head of .fix convifts, furniflied by th? Englilh government, we found him, fetting 
them himfelf an eximple of labour,’ and, like them, nearly ftrip’ped to the Ikin. The 
unexpeded arrival of fo nuraferous a party at firll difconcerted 11^ de la Clanpe, who • 

6 c 2 * feemed 



#93* loR THE DISCOVERY OP SOUTHERN EaIiDS. 

feen^e^ tt^ified'4it appearing beford us in a drefs fo trulyjwretclwd that with difficulty 
did it' tfp of our difcriminating between the mailer and me n^en. He haflily ran to 
the houle, in order to. drefs hifnfelf, and in a fliort time was with us agaip. * 
iflrhe interior of the rural manor houfe, into whifh we eqrered, combined, with fflte 
j^eafeft ftmplicity, a Ijpecies of elegance,,, which clearly evinced the ge^s and 
of the owner ; and this the more from the total abfence in,it of any thing like pomp. 

Mr. Paterfon now introduced me to M. de la Clampe, and informed him of my objefl 
in vifitmg|this country. On Clearing I was a Frenchman, the unfortunate emigrant 
advanced towards me, and embracing me with tranfport : “ Ah Sir,** faid he, “ how 
is it with our dear France ?” What pleafure did I not receive in detailing to our 
interefting countrymen the fucceflion of prodigies by which a great man had fucceeded 
in reftoring happinefs and peace to our common country ! With what attention Was 
my narrative heard ! With what tender .carneftnefs did the goo3 colonel imprecate the 
bleffings of Heaven on the head of the Firft Conful, and put up prayers for his long 
life ! 

After a frugal repaft, wq fallied forth to examine the farm of our hoft, he himfelf 
being our guide, and dilating, with vifible gratification, on the moft minute works, and 
their fuccefs : but of all that he pointed out nothing fo forcibly excited my attention as 
a beautiful plantation of cotton and cocoa-trees, in a very promifing condition. M. de 
la Clampe affured me that, by a ferics of tedious and very nice experiments, he 'had 
fucceeded in raifing cotton-trees, yielding cotton of various fhades, and efpecially that 
peculiaf to the 6ne nankeens of China, a fall colour hitherto not obtaineid, whether by 
dint of culture, or by dyeing. “ Either I am much iniftaken,” faid the colonel, *'• or 
in alhort time I lhall have created two bfanches of commerce and exportation for this 
colony of the greatefl: value ; I have but this means left of acquitting the facred debt 
1 owe to a nation which gave me fhelter in the hour of misfortune ; and I am the more 
impatient for the moment which will enable me to fatisfy this firft dcfirc of my heart, 
as a teftiinony of gratitude like this will bell agree with my fentiraents of delicacy and 
patriotifm.’* ' 

While 1 was thus employed in inveftigating a confiderabh; portion of this lingular 
colony, two of my colleagues, Meflrs. Depuch and Bailly, mineralogifts, belonging to 
the expedition, paid a vifit to Tongabee and Hawkefbury^ the two laft towns of the 
county of Cumberland, and penetrated as far as to the vvcftorji mountains. I lhall 
here tranferibe the chief derails of their interefting excur'fion from the manufeript 
afforded me by M. Bailly. »\ 

pur friends left Sydney Town, in company with the chief pliiyfician Mr. Thomfon, 
in the morning of the 2 1 ft of Oflober, proceeding by water as faE'*as Rofe Hill, landing 
when at about two-thirds of the diftance, to vifit a fmall brewery aC which beer of an 
inferior quality is made from maize and a docoftion of hop font from 'JEngland. 

On arriving at Paramatta our two mineralogifts vifited the bed of the river, or rather 
the rivulet of this town. “ The breadth of this bed, aud its depth’, “ Ifiys M. Bailly, 
“ compared with the'fmall.ftream of vrater flowing in it at that time, bu'.t too forcibly 
Ihew the prodigjous fwell to which it is fubjeft, and which occafionally d^?folatM the 
land ; but thefe inundations, fo alarming for the inhabitants, fingularly allift rhegiSolo- 
gift in expofing to his view the conftitutioh of the country. 

“ As, we fhall foon demonftrate, the ftrata of freeftonc, of which the 
of the country of Sydney Town and its environs is conftituted, extend thus farl 
even much beyond this' point ; but thefe ftrata at’ Paramatta are* diftinguilhed ^rom 
thofe at tliie former place by being incumbent on bituminous fchiftus impreffed with ^he 
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figure of plants, among wli^ch many fpedes of ftrn. The thickneil of of^ 

freeftone^ove the fchjlloullayers is of feveral feet. The ffhift is difpofed^fi||)rizoh'- 
tal bedsj^d is alternated with freeftone, and pudding-tfone, impregnated wirh a bla.ck 
jttd bituminous matter. %n midft qf all thefe fubftances it is that the rivulet of 
n\gta takes it%,c6urfe. , ’ , , * » 

‘ Were it allowable to judge from analogy, and from indices without number 
prefented in the* conftitution of the foil, one might conclude that a confiderat^ quan- 
tity of coal exilts beneath Paramatta ; and the difeovery^of this article at Po^t Stephen 
on the north, and at Hacking Port on the fouth of Port Jackfon, tends mugh to con!lirnn * 
this conclufion. It may even be inferred thit the feams of Paramatta lie but at 
little depth below the furface ; this lafl; circumftance, the pofi'don of the town in the 
centre ot the country, and the facility afforded to tranfport, uniting in- affixing impor- 
tance to a mine here ; fhould it really exift, , it may reafonably be conceived, that 
the Britifh government will not long delay availing itfelf of the advantages it mull 
afford. 

At the dillance of four miles weft of Paramatta is the rifing town of Tongabee, 
whither our companions repaired ; “ Part of the way thither,” continues M. Bailly, 

“ is through woods, the relidue between fertile fields, in a ftate of cultivation, fpreading 
over Conftitution Hill. As yet Tongabee is only a village of fcattered houfes ; it ftands 
on the margin of a rivulet in a fertile valley, flirrouiyled by hills of flight elevation, 
all of them fubmitted to culture. Wheat forms the principal article here, and when 
we were at ^ this place it was in flower and promifed a grateful harveft. Tongabee, 
indeed, with good rcafon, is reckoned one of the granarics*of the colony. The popu- 
lation did not to us appear confiderable, but ,a pretty large number of houfes built of 
wood, and empty at the time, announced more occa’fional inhabitants than we had op- 
portunity of feeing. W e indeed learnt that mpft of the land at Tongabee being under 
culture on account of government, the convicts employed on the works of the field 
refide here only at thofe periods when their labor is required, after which they are re- 
moved to different points of the colony where public or private works exafil tljeir 
fervice. ^ , 

“ The road leading from Paramatta to Tongabee, and from* this laft fpot to the town 
of Hawkefbury is wide, and kept in excellent order ; infpeftors appointed by govern- 
ment, looking to the prclerv.ation of it in good condition, and diredling the ncceffaiy 
repairs. 

“ I’o the diftance of three or four miles beyond Tongabee the land is almoft wholly 
cultivated, and is covered with houfes and farms of Icfs or greater extent and beauty. 
Beyond this diftance^ou reach a rivulet, which runs by the foot of a hfll of little 
elevatiqji, but fteep, and over which a bridge is thrown. At this rivulet the clcarage 
of the wood terminates towards the N. E. of Tongabee. In this part of New South 
Wales a great number of cattle is reared, which, fpread over the country, might efFe£l 
confiderable injury to the fields in culture : to prevent this the proprietors have adopted 
a mode ofenclofure praftifed in North America, a mode 'uhichk great fiq)erfluity of 
timber alone can juftify. Large trees are laid horizontally on the ground, one upon 
anotheT, and difpofed in a zig-zag manner, fo as to prefent alternately a falient and an 
inner angle. 

“ The water of the rivulet of which I fpeak has a flightly faltifh tafte, i tafte not to 
be attributed to any admixture of fea-water ; this indeed lefs on account of its diftance 
from the ocean than' the dift'erent level over whiih it runs. This’ brackilhnefs is the 
refult, without any fliadow of doubt, from its wafhing in part of its courfe fome mine 
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of ra,ck.falt, as lii various parts of the county of Cumbered large'blocks of this fak 
have b^n^bund. " ^ • 

“ Cfofling the rivulet, until we reached the parilh of Hawkelbury, we mw neither 
■ hdufes nor culture. The whole intermediate fpace is covered with wood, and is oflfy 
remolded from a pcrfed: flat by a few yery flight undulations of furface. Here ^d 
there ponds of frelh water are feen apparently formed by the rains. 

“ The thicknefs of the foreft had hitherto excluded all fight of the Slue Mountains, 
when, St Jaft, a few miles before we reached Hawkelbury, a natural opening prefented 
them to our view. From this point they Ihewcd themfelves in form of a vail curtain 
ftretched towards the N. W. along the horizon. No break, no peak wks perceptible,® 
the courfe of this immenfe chain was marked by one regular horizontal line. 

“ At about a mile from Hawkelbury we quitted the foreft, and the eye wandered 
with pleafure over well-cultivated lands, meeting with no obftruction but the mountains, 
which, at a diftance of feven or eight miles, rife like an immenfe rampart. A number 
of houfes, irregularly diipofed on the right bank of the river, in this place very fteep, 
forms what is denominated Hawkelbury Town. Among thefe houfes, that of the 
governor is diftinguilhed from the reft by its handfome appearance, and by its favorable 
fite j it is feparated from the river only by a very large garden terminated by a hand- 
fome terrace. A number of other houfes difperfed over the adjacent country announce 
fo many rich farms to which they belong. A Iheet of frelh water curves in a ferpentins 
form through the country comprized between the foreft we had Juft left and the 
Hawkelbury River. This Iheet of water, confined by lofty banks, is of great depth, 
and about twenty paces over : it is crofled by a wooden bridge, erefted by a private 
perfon to whom in confequence the.government granted a right of toll for a certain 
number of years.” 

At Hawkelbury our friends took up their abode at die houfe of M. Amdell the 
.phyfician and, chief magiftrate of the town *, to whom Governor King favoured them 
with letters of recommendation, and who received them with the moll friendly kind- 
nefs. At the fpot where the town is fituate the river is about as broad as t^e Srine at 
Paris, and high as here velTels of fifty tons are able to afeend. “ This river,” fays M. 
Bailly, “ did not appear to us to abound in filh, but it, produces fparingly two kinds, one 
refembling the carp, and the other the gudgeon.” 

After a curfory glance over the town, my companions proceeded to the foot of the 
Blue Mountains by water. The benevolent M. Arndell procured them a guide who 
knew the ciwintry, on which M. Bailly thus purfues his remarks. “ We travelled 
through well cultivated fields, in midft of which were fprinkled houfes and farm-yards 
forming a'pleafing contrail with the forefts by which a portion thd country continues 
yet to be covered. Three or four miles beyond the town cultivation ceafes, and at this 
diftance the foreft again is feen uncleared, ftrefehing along both fides of the river, 
which in this part is conftantly of confiderable breadth, though become fo much Ihallower 
as to have but five or fix feet water. Numerous trees here obftruft'its courfe and render 
it difficult of navigation } ,grunning foul of one of thefe we with great di%ulty were 
difengaged. 

“ On the left bank of the river, where the foreft begin^. an efcarpmenf is feen, the 
talus of which ibrms an angle of more than 8o degrees. 'This efcarpment contmues 
along the river the fpace of two miles, and is wholly compoled of black fchiftlpparently 

in horizontal layers.^ Nptwithftanding fhe fteepnefs of this decHvity, paths were dif- 

* • *' 

11 , ''v 

* This gentleman pofleflet an eftate of 630 acres, of which 70 confift of wheat, 40 of maiae, ao of barlav. See. 
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titrguiflied which our guide^verred were frequented by^ the natives, on the expeMiefs 
«nd agllitv rcquifite for whiOT purpofe no comment is neceflary. 

“ On fne margin of the river we perceived, at intervals, (Kin^I§ in great heaps, borne 
down by the violence of the ftream^ This ihingle confifted of a mixture of granite^ 
ptrphyr)', and other m^jtter brought from tl^e primitive mountains ; fmaller and more 
rare in Uie vicinage of Hawkefbury, the (tones encreafe in fize and frequency as the 
river is higher ftfeended : thefe laft circumftances engendered the hope that we fhould 
in little time approach the fite of their origin, and’the prefumption was farther augmented 
,by the proximity of the mountains. , •» 

“ Beyond the efcarpment I have noticed, ttfc country again becomes* vifible, and 
farms and cultured lands bonier both ii les of the river. At the extremity of thefe 
lands, on the left bank of the ftream, is a fmall mount of flight elevation, termed 
Richmond Hill, where the country ceafes to be cleared, and where alfo theTiver is no 
longer navigable by boats of any great draught of water, on account of fand banks by 
which it is obftrufted. M. Arndell, who had forefeen this obflacle, had directed our 
boatmen to procure for us at Richmond Hill a very fmall boat, capable of carrying us 
over thefe banks. 

“ We now foon reached a fmall low iflet entirely compofed of fhingle, on which 
grow fome ffunted" trees. Here the ri^ht arm of the river * was nothing but a (lender 
•iill, and the left arm f alone was navigable : this arm^however continued fo but for a 
Ihort diftance, being obftrufted by beds of fhingle, on which we continually grounded. 
Moreover, the flopcof this branch was fo confiderabie here that, in oi'der to overcome 
the ftrength of the current, the men were obliged to get into the water, and drag the 
ikiff along. 

“ After contending for a long time with this laft obftacle we refolved on landing, 
and got on fhore on the iflet noticed. The fhingle of which, as wc have obferyed, it is 
compofed, confiffs of a variety of fubftance§, but moft efpecially of thofe which form 
primitive mountains ; granite, porphyry, gneifs or micucious fchift conftijjiite the majo- 
rity, confounded with bituminous fchift, freeftone, puddin^-ftone, breccias, and other 
fubftance of fecondary orjgin. From the primitive flones adverted to being found no 
where but in the bed of the river, we muft perforce concludenhat the mountains whence 
they are brought are themfclves of primitive nature : (till, as yet, the Englifh have 
been unable to extend theii; refearches beyond the hanks of freeftone of which the 
foremoft tiers of mountains are compofed, which banks alfo extend *o the fea.^ 

“ Thwarted by the tljfterent obftacles to our ulterior navigation, and deftitut * of the 
means neceflary for penetrating forefts' through which no roads are cut, and which pre- 
sent no refourcestof ^y kind, my colleague and myfelf at length determinod to return 
to Hq,vvkelbury. The current of the river much facilitated our progrefs now, and foon 
did we pafs the fand banks and (helves which retarded as on’ our advance to the moun- 
tains. We were moreover indebted in great meafure for this facility to a circumftance 
the'concurrcnce oF which had not entered into our computation. The flowing in of 
the tide bad raifed the waters of the river about three dechueters | notwitbftanding we 
were at q diftance from the fea, computing the windings *of the riv^, of more than 
’one hundred miles. From this obfervation it refults : that -the difference of level 
between the foot of the iMue Mountains and the fea fhore doeq' not (»cceed from fix to 
nine decimeters §, feeing the rife of tiffe at Port Jackfon is commonly not more than 
four to five feet. ” '■ 

• The river Grofe. • f The Nepean. J A foot Englifh. { a or 3 feel. *’ 
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' Mtet this detail of hisinterefting excurfion, M.Bailly the,refult of his refearcHesi 
■into the laineral produftions of the county of Cumberlana as follows ; » 

Independent of thd quartzy freeftone, of which the bafe of the country ' from the 
fea to the mountaihs is compofed, large fpaces arfe found covered with fcbift) but this is 
•of. pofterior formation to the freeftone, as is ^dent from ^ts incumbency on that 
fubftance. ‘ , 

“ Both the freeftone and fchift are horizontally difpofed, or at leaft, in a direftion 
very nearly parallel to the horizbh ;• occaTionally their th icknefs exceeds feveral 
yards, at \>ther times but a few ^lines : commonly there is little adherence in the one^ 
ftraturri to the other, and they are readily feparated. ' • 

“ In the freeftone cavities more or Icfs large are found as in geodes' (lifhotqmi 
cavernofi), linqd with a fpecics of oxidated hsematites of iron, diflblved by water and 
afterwards^depofited. - ^ . 

“ On the beds of fchift and freeftone r^pofes the vegetable earth, -vof little depth near 
the fei, but indreafing in depth in proportion to the diftance from its Ihores, and, oil the 
banks of the Ilawkefbury River, acquiring very confiderable thicknefs. ' 

“ Vegetable earth does not appear to be the exclufivc depofit made on the beds of 
freeftone; for there are alfo found on them fcams of ferruginous clay, exceedingly 
compaft, and ferving to make excellent bricks. 

“ In other parts, and cfpecially the vicinage of Sydney Town on the road' tb 
Paramatta, other feams are found of a whitifii clay, mixed with quartz, mica, and a 
ferruginous matter, apparently carbonated iron. This remarkable combination which 
has l^een compared to, anck does not ill rcfemble granite in a clecompofed ftate, was 
deferibed fomc years back in the Philofophical Tranfactions of the Royal buciety of 
London, under the name of Sydneyte, or Sydneya, and was noticed as anew fubftance, 
although it contains no new element. This clay, or rather this mixture, is fucccfsfully 
employed in the manufacture of divers kinds of pottery, for which j^urpofe feveral 
kilns have bejpn eredted at the village of Brick Field. I have feen of their produdtion 
fome fpccimens, equally rc^iarkable for the finenefs of the pafte of ^hich tliey were 
made, and for their whitenefs. , 

“ Throughout the whale extent of country occupied by the Englifti, and in its 
neighbourhood. Port Stephen, for example, the river Hunter, Port Hacking, Bateman 
Bay, &c. not the leaft veftige of any calcareous ftone, lias hjtherto been found ; and, in 
every^part, the inhabitants are fain to ufe for making lime the ihells of oyfters and 
other fifh, of which conftderablc quantities are found at Botany Bay. In vain has 
government proffered handfome rewards for the difeovery of any llratum of liineftone; 
all fearch after this article has hitherto proved fruitlefs, nor is there ro6m for fuppofing 
that any will hereafter be found *. ^ , • 

“ Onihe road from Hjfwkeftiury to Tbngabcc, at nearly an equal diftance front the 
two towns, we bbferved oxidated baimatites of iron, in chambers. This fubftaSlce was 
diffufed in large quantities, and in maffes of confiderable volume, over the furfoeft of 
the foil; we.conjeftured it could not have been brought ffpipt^iy great diftafice, anfr 
that it had been ^olleded at this fpot by fome particular aidijent, the nature ©f whtch^ 
it would be difticult to fathom, as there is no mine yet wowqd in the fcountry. This* 
matter appeared •to us /ufceptible of yielding excellent irod!^ and in a country where 

* Wilfon, who in the inniag#of February 1798 accoippanied three convId8^o|i*an attempt to .pafs 
the wellern mountains, by order of the governor, at a diftance of between feventy ana eighty milc8^fl'carIy 
fouth wtft Oi Paramatta^ difeovered both limcftoncand coal. Tr. « 
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W^d fe fo-€xtremely abundant, the difcovery* of a mirie of 'this 4efcription could- hot* 
fEii 'ofE>econiing^dn many a<i||^unts very valuable. 

ihiii iron excepted, no^- metallic” fubftance has hitherto Ijeep ^fcoverfid.^j and 
among the pebbles depofited hy the rivef, nothing which I faw juftifies the prefiunption 
of the exiftence of'^fly vein^i’o the interior of thefe •mountains. 

“Of all the mineral productions of the Englifli*colony the nioft abundant and ufeful 
is coal. - At Port Hackinjg and Port Stephen innncnfe beds of it are found, almoft at 
the lurfac^, and Helping in almoft every diredtion This coal is of excellent ^uality^ 
its only fault tieing in its too greatly abounding in bitumen : it is ufed at Sydney jjfovm 
for.domeftic pyrpofes ; and cargoes of it, frighted for Behgal and tlie Cape.of Good 
Hope, have g*ne to very profitable markets. * 

“ Independent of cpal, which I fufpedb e;*ifts under the foil of Paramatta, my col- 
league, M. Dupuch, and myfell, difeovered at the foot of th^ mountains large maifes 
■of bituminous jehiftus, which burns with a very lively flame, exhales a decidedly bitu- 
minous Irayll, and yields a thick fmoke. The pieces of this fchill lofe nothing of their 
priftiQC figurevby combuftion ; fire only renders them more brittle, and deprives them 
ot iheir colour. In a country de|litute of coal, and in which wood fhould be fcarce, 
this Ichiftus would be a valuable acq^uifltion. 

“ Fo the mineral I'ubftances I have previoufly noticed ^muft be added fal gemma 
t^rock fait), of which T underftand very confiderablc quantities have been found. in dif- 
ferent parts of the colony ; I myfelf faw a fpecimch of this article in poflefllon of the 
governor, more than- a foot in diameter. , 

“ After hai'ihg terminated our mineralogical obfervations at the foot of 'the filue 
Mountains, and in the vicinage of Hawkefbury, we rcfumcd' the* road to Paramaita, 
which entered the next day. During the fhoj-t flay we made here, I went to vmt a 
tannery, which yet, indeed, was of no great confequence; but which will annually 
incf%afe in proportion to the augmenting number of cattle. I faw, here fome feal-fkius, 
tanned into a leather applicable to many economical ufes. 

“ I inuft not conclude this narrative without noticing the^ liberal conduct of the 
governor of the colony' and of Mr. Amdell. The boats, rowers, guide, andinter;^ 
prct«f, all were provided for 11 s by the Englifh government; oui^ chief evert, refufed us 
the prGvijflons neceflary for the cxcurfion.” . ‘ ^ 

Not only is it in its mountains and riviers, its winds and ftorms, that New South 
Wales prefents a .feries of grand phenomena ; in its vegetables and animals nature in a 
fimilar manner has every where ftown herfelf extraordinary; the hiftt . y of its inhabi- 
tants Hkevyife adduces many^flriking fingularitics, nor muft be omitted that afforded by 
the admirable fyftem of colonization introduced by England on thefe diftant ftores. 
But’ the too great length of this chapter already forbids ulterior details: to’another 
feafon nmA i delay fhe expofition of the valuable confequences to be expedted from the 
lafttmenfioqed circumflancc, and firfl: terminate what concerns our ftay at Port 
Jac'kfon;’' , 

r have already obfenretj that the Naturalifte, freighted with the colledtiojis and vali- 
tudinarians of both fhips, wag, ^boat to return with Gaptain.Jiamdlin to France. In 
cotdequence. pf this detefmM^n Melfis. I.efchenault, Faure, and Btfilly, the only' 
ones of ihy colleagues who trained bclanglng to that veflel, were turned over to the 
Geographe, which, on the other hand, lull M; f)epuch, too much e,xhaufted to be ible 

* Indices of copper and !Kii have however fincc the period -at which ouj author, wrote, as is reported, 
been'difeovered. Tr. * 

ttVOLi lli:!, 6 D to 



538 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCpVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 

• .t, 

to continue the voyage with us, together with Meflre. Bougainville, the fon, Mauiouard 
and Brue, midfhipinen of the firft clafs: thefe three gei^i^men ha4thc misfortune to 
incur the pointed hatred of our commander, and were condemned by him injcoiife- 
quence to this fpecies of tranfportation, as well as our fe^ond phyfician, M. TaiHefer, 
the fame whofe devotion to the rcl’ef of our fick has before been iioticed *. •> ' 

Thefe fad and laft arrangements ni^de, we fet fail dn tlfe i8rh of November in the 
morning, after a flay at New South Wales of one hundred and fifty-two days. .Before, 
however, I n'fume the hillory of our voyage, it feems to me the more requificfe 1 fhould 
exhihif the refuk of my experiments on the phyfical llrength of the favages oY the 
county of Cumbl^rland, as this objc£l is conneded with feveral matters already known 
lo tlie reader. " t, 

CHAP. XX . — Experiments on the phyfical Strength' of the Savages of Diemen's Land, 

New Holland, and the Inhabitants of Timor ; on that of the French, and Eag/ijh. 

THAT fingular cerja is flill frefl) in the memory of all, in which individuals of cele- 
brity, carried away by an ardent imagination,, and foured by mis.'oriunes infeparablc 
from focial life, were feen to exclaim againft that ftatc, nilfprizt' its advantages, aiid 
aferibe, on the cpntrary, to favagc.s all the Iburcos of luippinefs and every principle of 
virtue. Their fatal eloquence imfettled the public mind ; for the firll tir.ie, men of 
fenfe were heard to lament the pregrefs of civilization, and figh for that wretched 
condition rendered illuftrious by the fedudive title of a Hate of nature. Happily, 
modern voyages, by making us fucccflivcly acqutiinted with fo many nations of favages, 
have enabled us to appreciate the value of thel'e vain fophifins ; in this inltauce, our»ex- 
pedkion will have rendered material fervice to I’ound philofophy. 

Of all the advantages which the panegyrifts of the flate of nature attributed to 
favages, that on which they moft efpecially and moft generally infifted was fuperior 
ftrdigth. The confequence and companion of health, llrength, inileed, if it were the 
exclufive appendage, or even if it were more peculiarly the endowment of the favage 
would certainly have given to him a title to preference, and have deprived the civilized 
condition of life of one of the moft aflured pledges of happinefs. Hence have the 
detraftors of the focia' fyftem declaimed with all the powers of eloquence on the 
fuppofed degradation in this refpect of civilized mani and have endeavoured To eftab- 
Hfh thdr opinion as a fundamental principle. Till now, indeed, means were wanting of 
fatisfadory contradidion by anexad comparifon of the ftrength of different fodividuals 
and nations, and no dired experiments to this effed could confequently be made. 

M. Coulomb, in his memoir fubmitted to the Inftitute in the year 6, had only for olijed 
to determine the quantum of daily labour which Frenchmen <3t)uld affed acco^<ling to 
the different modes of applying their ftrength. Prevented by circumftance| ^om pro- 
lecuting them himfelf, this illuftrious naturalift was only enabled to point out t# others 
the experiments which fhould be made on other people, and the various modifications 
which climate and the quality of the food were likely to occafion in their degrees of 
ftrength. , We lhall.have occafion Ihortly to demonftrate by owe experiments how jj^ft 
his opinions were on this fubjed. This portion of the hiftc^tif man, at the time of our 

• It is plealin^; for one to be enabled to add, that our three com^jliont, as foon as they arrived in 
jiivrope, were promoted to lieutenancies j and^that all have rendered thcinifelves co^picuous in late^iga^e- 
nents. As to M. Taillefer, His Excellancy Vice* Admiral Deci^, miij|ifl:er of, tnfe navy, by caufing him ^ 
to be appointed by His Majeftv the Emperor, furgeon-roajor of the battalion of marinea of the Impetial 
guard, nobly rewarded his fervicee. 
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departure from Europe, was one which ftill further excited the interefl: and zeal of 

R^nier, by the invention of the dynanometer *, had recently open’ed a wider field to 
refearches of this kind. "Without oeing perfcft, no doubt, without being capable of 
minutely afcertaitfing the precife degree of flrength, this inftrunient neverthelefs pre- 
fents very clofo approximations, and at any rate, indicates the comparative force applied 
with more exaftitude, as 1 have experienced in three years’ practice, than could at firft 
be expected. This inftrument I had the advantage^ of carrying firft abroad and of 
employing among the people of the fouthem hemifphere : I neglefted nefthing to pro- 
fit by it as largely as pofiible ; and if from circumftances I have been prevented from 
giving to my experiments the latitude that could be wiihed, at Icaft have I rendered 
valuable thofe which I made by their minute precifion. 

SECT. I . — Experiments on the Savages of Diemen's Land. 

On Diemen’s Land and the contiguous ifland Maria, exifts a race of men entirely 
differing from that by which the continent of New Holland is peopled. In ftature the 
individual of this race is fimilar to Europeans, but difiimilar in his extraordinary con- 
formation. With a large head, efpecially remarkable by its length from the chin to 
■ the 'finciput, he. has broad flioulders, fturdy Idins, and the thighs generally mufcular, 
but at the fame time almoft every one has the extremities flendcr, long^ and weak, with 
a big belly, falient and formed like a balloon. In other matters, thefe peo| 5 le aVe defti- 
tute of chiefs, properly fpeaking, of laws, of regular government, and of arts of any 
kind } and are without any notion of agricultgre, or of animals domefticated for fervice; 
they wear no cloaths, have no fixed abode or fhelter but what is afforded by wretched 
fereens made of bark to defend them from the cold fouthern blafts ; nor have they any 
other arms but the club and the fpear. Conftantly a wanderer amid the forefts or 
along the fliores of the fca, the inhabitants of thefe regions^undoubtedly poffeffes every 
charafteriftic of uncivilized man, and pre-eminently merits the diftindion of the child 
of nature. Still, how widely does he differ, cither regarded in a moral or phyfical point 
of view, from thofe delufive portraits of him, the offspring of fancy and enthufiafm, 
which fyftem-makers have drawn, and placed in competition with man in focial life! 

With men fo brutal as \we found thefe to be, our communications, if not rare, were 
difficult and accompanied by danger ; and, as will have been fecn, the chief of our 
interviews with them tewninated, on their part, in hoftile aggreffion .. 

If our general con^n unications with them was fo fpare, our dynanometrical obfervations 
were ftill more fo. Hence, fpite of exertion, have 1 been enabled on thefe Ihores to 
obtaiii but few data, and thofe incomplete, as I was unable to induce any of the inha- 
bitants to try the ftrength of their loins. HoWever, as all my experiments were made 
on iftdividuals of ^|ie ftrongeft conftitutions, and as their refults wete clear and fimilar, 
we may feariefsly apply them generally to the individuals of this firft race : now thefe 
refults uniformly exhibit a want of ftrength truly extraorc^jiary.* For, though my ex- 
: periments were repeated on the moft vigorous clafs of the population, that between 
eighteen and forty years of age, no Dieracuefe was found capable of making the needle 
advance- beyond 6o“, and twelve obfervations on different individuals gave for a 
mean 50,6*. We lliall efently fee the difference between this and the* mean of ex- 
periments made 5j>n Europeans. 

‘fr 

• hrhe defcription and ufe of tills inllniment, Jlluflrated by a plate, may.be feen in VoI,*I, p, 35I9. of. 
the fHlofophical Magfike. Tr. e>r.r>rr, 
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SECT. If. —^^itpermcnts on the S((vages Holland. 

New Holland, from WilW*s Pronlontory in thd fouth, to Cape "^ork hi the north-, 
appears to be inhabited by a fecond race of pien, differing eflentially wfrom any hitherto 
known. Theftaturc of ihefe^nien isife¥irly the fame as that of the inli^bitants of Die- 
men^s Land ; but, independent of otl\er cnara£keriftics, they differ from the race pre- 
cedingly dcfcribed, in the fighter colour of their fkin, in the nature of their hair, which 
V is fleek and kng, and in the remarkable fliape of their head, which isfmaller, and, in- 
ftead of being longer from tlieir chin to the finciput, is in meafure compreffed at the 
crown. The back of this people is likewife in general lefs broad : in other refpefts 
’ the fame difproportion exifts in them between the trunk and the members, the fame 
weaknefs and llender fhape of the latter, -and, in many inflanccs, the iame tumefa£tion 
of the belly. For whaf regards the focial ftate, the inhabitants of New Holland are 
hitherto unacquainted with agriculture, or the ufe of metals ; like the inhabitants of 
Dierrten^s Land, they go without raiment, and are deftitute of laws, worfhip, arts, or 
any affured means of fupport ; being obliged, like the Dicmenefc, to depend on the 
forefts or the fca-fhore for their fuftenance. But among thefe already are the firll ele- 
ments of focial org^ization perceptible : tHb diflferent hordes con\prize a larger num- 
ber of members ; they have chiefs \ their dwellings, though built in a coarfe ftyle, 
are mor^ numerous and of fuperior ftrufture ; their arms are more varied and for- 
ihidable ; they are more venturefome on the water ; their mode of hunting \s more re- 
gular ; and riieir wars more general ; already they refpefl: the rights of nations infome 
degree ; and, finally, they have tamed <he dog, and make him their companion in 
hunting and in war. But again, equally brutal with the people of Diemen's Land, 
they are even more averfe from ftrangers. Dampier, Cook, La Peroufe, and Flinders, 
at different places, and at different periods, have been obliged to repel their infults by 
fire-arms, and we ourfelves avoided having recourfe to this expedient only by taking to 
flighu ' 

Seventeen favages of th^ fouthern continent made experimv^nts of their ftrength by 
the dynanometer, among whom fourteen were between eighteen and forty years of age, 
and confequently of that period of fife when man is ftrongeft. Still the fame cha- 
rafteriftic of weaknefs obferved among the Diemenefe was Efpparent here. One alone 
caufed the needle to advance to 62°, and the mean ftrength of the fourteen individuals 
fcarcely exceeded 51”. Some indeed were fo weak as fcarcelj to be able to raife the 
needle to 40®. # 

The ftrength of their loins furnifhed, on experiment, the fame r^fults : if the young 
Ooroo Mar^be excepted, who caufed the needle to rife to 19®/' none were able to fnakf 
it advance fo far as ; and fo much inferior was the renal ftrength of the remainder 
as to give fcarcely 14,8® for a mean. 

c « 

SF-CT. in. — Experiments on the ftrength of the inhabitants of Timor. 

• 

In afeendinu from the Diemenefe to the people of* New Holland, we reach the firft 
Temoval froin<me purefavage ; in order to perfeQ the fcale of gradation from the ftate 
of nature to the approximation towards focial order found in me inhabitants of Timor 
feveral fteps are wanting : the^ fecond rj«ioval might <be' eRhibited by the people of New 
Quinea ; a'third by thofe of New Zealand ; a fourth, according to the moft authentic 
accounts, by the races inhabiting the great equatorial ocean ; and the population of 

rr^* 
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Timor and the Molucca, iflands Rrojild conftitute the fifth remove. Unfouptunately 
three of the intermediate jMjdations have not yet been fufffciehtjy examined to juftify 
any pofitive affertion refpraing thewi, I fhall therefore |imit my bbfervations to an 
tepofition of the refult of Jny expenments on the' Malays of Timor, and the neighbour- 
ing iilands Pooloo Rotti, Soombawa, iSeihawpo, MacaiTar, Elide, and Solor. Of 
'fimllar defcent» inhabiting the fame climate, filled to the fame laws and cuiloms, and 
fubfifiing on fimilar aliment, all of thefe may, .1 conceive, be clafled together without 
any feufible error ; and with thefe likewife fomc Chinefe, who fop centuries efiablilhed 
on thefe ifiands from father to fon, may be looked upon as indigenous. 

The Malays are not the aborigines of the iilands of the great archipelago of Afia. 
Brgtal and fanguinary conquerors, they invaded them at a period of which hiftory or 
even trtfdition preferves no recolledion. Eftabliihed on the Ihores of the fea, they are 
collefted together in numerous and regular fbcieties, and in^bit towns or villages of 
great or fmall extent. Subjed to Kings poffelTed of different extenfion of authority, 
and, by their commerce with Europeans, raifed to a tolerable degree of civilization, 
they exercife difl'erent arts, addi£t themfelves to agriculture, and the care of flocks^ to 
fiihery, trade, and navigation, as fully as their natural apathy and defire of gain allow. 
Offspring of the ferocious warriors of Mabcca, they preferve the language of their an- 
ceftors, their manners, cuiloms, laws, and religion, but, by long fubjedlion to the 
Portugueze and ‘Dutch, they have happily loft a portion of their original ferocity. 

Fifty -fix individuals of this generation were fubjedled to my experifnents. In them 
was noticed ; that between eighteen and thirty years of ag5 ftrength encreafes, fo as at 
the latter nearly to double the degree exerted at the former period ; that it augments 
but trivially from thirty to forty ; and that it gradually diminiihes from forty to fifty, 
and from fifty to fixty. Thefe experiments moreover gave for the mean degree of 
manual ftrength 58,7'’} for that of the reins 16,2“. 

SECT. IV. — Experiments on the Jlrcngth of the Ftench. ’ » 

With favages, or thofe butllightly civilized, fucli as thofe’of which we have fpoken, 
dynanometrical obfervations are more corredtly obtained in a general point of view than 
can ever be the cafe amonf^ Europeans. Our numerous population, the diverfity of 
profeflions followed by the individuals of which it is compofed, our ii..bits of life, aliment, 
&c. prevent any fair coipparifon ; for in order to find the mean ftrength of a nation, 
of the French for ||umplc, fuch a multitude of experiments would be neceffary on 
fubjedts taken from* clafles of lociety, as to render a juft conclufion neat to impof- 
fible. Not fo withliordesof favages, efpccially thofe of New Holland and Diemen’s 
Ihiiind*: in thefe parts the population is fo thin that the moft numerous tribes confift 
fcarcely of fifty individuals j and here all difference of rank, exercife, and food is un- 
known : with fimllar wants and fimilar refourccs all have the fame labours to follpw, 
the fame privations to undergo, and indulge in the fame enjoyments. This uniformity, 
conftantly exiting through every ftage of life, occafions a phyficJil ani moral fimilitude 
in thefe individuals of which no idea can be formed in focial life. Hence I do not 
hefitate, notwithftanding the fmall number 'of obfervations made by* me on the inha- 
bitants of Diemen’s Lamd and New Holland, nay, even of Timor, to look upon ttio- 
refults as much more pi^ecife than a more 'numerous feries of experiments made on 
European nations oould poflibly be*. I am therefore far from difpofed to dedude any 
confequence, from the few* dynanometrical experiments rnjide on the Englifh ai^* 
French, detifive of the adtual ftrength of thefe twope&ple. I merely prdfent them as 

■ * ^ affording 
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affording fpecimens by which a betfer judgment xpajr be formed of the weaknefs of the; 
favage imtions before noticed j which fpecimens alfo are the more adapted for this pur- 
pofeas the individuals on whom the experiment were mad^, were qf fimilar ages, and 
qf different profeflions ; merchants, military men, judges, naturalifts, phyficians, 
failors, &c. ; and as'the experiments were made by them while under the influence of 
the fame climate. , 

J he manual ftrength of feventeen Frenchmen gave for a mean 69,2® ; that of the 
Joins 22,1®. 

SECT. V. — Experiments on the Jlrength of the EngUjh. 

The mean refult from fourteen experiments made on Englillnnon, gave for the 
nrength of the hands 7 *j 4 * j for that of the loins 23,8°. The flight difference between 
this refult and that of the experiments on the French, may poflibly have been o''canoncd 
by the latter having returned from a long fea voyage, while the Plugliflt, vho tried the 
iiy^anometer, were principally thofe refident^pn fliorc * : other little circunillances, local 
or individual, might likewife have been the caufe of the difference ; whence, to draw 
any dedu^ion as to the relative force from thefe experiments would be ridiculous. 


SECT. VI. -—General refult of 'experiments on the ftrength of .he fa tages of Diemen’s 
Land and New Holland^ of the inhabitants of Timor ^ the F' ench and the i.nglijh. 

Combining the refults of “the feries of^ experiments on the four differ*., nations, it 
follows that the manual ftrength atti meat} was in the following prOj.ortions expreffed in 
kilogrammes and lbs. avoirdupois. 


Of the people of Diemen's Land 

— New Holland 

Timor 

The French 
The Englifli 

The force of the loins In the undciiuentio 
avoirdupois, were 

Of the people of Diemen’s Land 

New Holland " 

Timor 

The French 
The Englilh 

Hence there may be, drawn as conclufions, 
ift, I hat the inhabitants of Diemen’s Land, the moft perfeft favages, and thofe 
who pre-eminently deferve the name of the children of nature^ are of all the weakeft. 

* 

The only exception was the captain of a merchantman^ of the name of Smith « whofe manual ftrength 
^8 exceeded by that of^Michaux alone on the part jof the French, the cotnpreffion of the inftrument 
omith giving 79, l»y MTchaux $2 ;,,butif Smith found a fuperior in manual ftrength. in l^rengthof loipi 
if . either French or Englifli, the dynanometer giving for his draught Standing on the foot of 

tbcmilrumettt, and pulling upward, 3 1 myriagrammes, while the moll powerful among the French, LieuU 
l^rcycioct, could only draw the needle to 20,5, Ta* . 

9 That 




Lbs. avoird. and 
decimals. 

- 

50,6 

111.57 

« 

51,8 

104,21 

m 

5^>7 

129^43 

m 

“69,2 

152.5* 


7^A 

157.43 

expreffcdjiii myriagrammes, and lbs. 


Myria^.rammes. 

Lbs. avoird. .nnd 
decimals. 

- 

143 ! 

326,32 

m 

16,2 

357.19 

- 

22,1 

487,28 

- 

233 

524.77 
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inhabitants of Hollani^, a degree removed from the former to- 
- wards civilization, are much inferior In ftrength to thofe of, Timor, though In a jlight 
d^ree ftronger than the Klemenefe. * . . 

3'i> ^ That the inhabitants of Timipr, both in t^e hands and loins, are vaftly weaker 
than either the Englifli or Trench. 

And from tliefe coiiclufions may further 1)e deduced : 

. ftrength is not always the greater in proportion to the decreafe of 

civilization ; and that it is not a uniform and natural conlequence of a favage ftate. 

Such are the dedudions from the experiments I was enabled tcfmake vvith the dyna- 
mometer during a long and tedious voyage ; bdid intend to continue them at the Cape 
of Clood Mope upon the Hottentot rac but the intcreft of fcicnce impelled me to 
make a f’.crilice at the Ifle of France of the inftiument to which I was indebted for 
theft afecitainments. I delivered it, by direction of the governor of the colony, to 
M. Chape. 'm, chief phyfician, and may reafonably prefume that in his hands it will' 
pro '.iict new inlormation. No counti*y indeed is better adapted than the Ifland of 
Fra .cc lor obfervations of this defeription, where, on a limited fpace, the inhabitants 
of ail climater. are colleded : the negro from the banks of the Senegal and the Niger, 
the li Tce Yolof, the proud Malyachc, the warlike and coloflal Caffre, the robuft inha- 
bltjiu t'f Mozambique, in Ihort, all the black legions of Africa arc here confounded 
togc ther ; here too are fecn the cruel Malay from,, the rocks of Macaflar, and the 
peaceful inhabitants of the Sunda, and Molucca iflands ; the indolent, weak, and gentle 
race whicu drink the w.uers of the Indus and the Ganges, are numerous the’re ; and 
Ibme of the hidividuals of the iflands of the great ocean 4>egin to make their appeaiC- 
ance ; luially, thoufands of fltips annually touch here from all quarters of the globe. 
What valuable information, provided experiments with the dynamometer were care- 
fully made by an intelliifent man, might there not therefore be obtained from fuch a 
multiplicity of nations, fo dill crent one from the other ! But, without anticipating the 
advantages of a work of this kind conduced with propriety, I lhall make fome genera! 
remarks on the prelumptivc caules of the weaknel's of the three nations qf which I 
have fpoken. 

SECT. VII.— *0?; the prcjumpii-ve Caujes of iht Weul mfs of the Inhabitants of Diemen s 

'La? 2 d, New Holland, and Timor. 

Having eftabliflicd the fa£f by direft experiments of the very remarkable weak- 
nefs of the people dS Diemen’s Land, New Holland, and Timor, the enquiry follows: 
is this wcaknefs to be attributed to their mode of life and the abfcnce of civilization ? 
This, problem, as difficult as it is intcrefting, doubtlefs requires for its foiution a greater 
number of data than I have collebled j ftili thel’e appetr to me fufceptible of throwing 
much light on tlij^’ queftion. 

Modern phyfiologifts agree that, everything in other rel’pefts. being the fame, bodily 
ftrength is belt created and maintained by abundant and kcalthy novirilhrtient, and by 
conftant and moderate exercile. A temperature of the atmol'phere inclinable to cold 
is regarded as a third advantage, though of lols general conlequence, and lefs indif. 
penfable than the preceding. Regarding tlicfe as caid'cs, the reverfe of them muft be 
liable to produce oppofite effeds. Thefe elements admitted, the caufes of the weaknefs 
of the nations in queftion Ihould. in my efteem, appear equally fimple and efficient. 
To prove this it w^ll be fufficient I Ihould in a fiiccind manner recapitulate the phyfical 
ftate of the countiy, on which by nature thefe different people are placed. ' 



JUI VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SbUTWIRN ^^A^rDa. 

\Ji, The Inhabitants , 

* 

The large idand TittjoV, too little known to Europeans, and ^fpecially to naturalilW, 
is, in every refpeftj one of the moft fsytile the world can boaft. Without digreffing 
into a difplay of its vegetable and animal ^roduftions, it may be fufficicnt I ihould 
obferve that every kind of fruit peculiar to Ihe climate of India is found here in pro- 
fufion, without requiring of man any other labour than to gather it : rict^isof fuperior 
quality ; the moft valuable roots, potatoes, ignames, manioc, and many othei^s unknown 
to me, are in gfeateft plenty ; in, fine, the vegetable kingdom exhaufts here all its 
ftores. ' ji 

In the animal region nature is equally profufe. Round the cabin of the indolent 
Malay are conftantly feen immenfe fwarms of poultry, ducks, pigs, goats, fheep, buffa- *' 
loes, horfes, &c. All the neighbouring fprefts abound in flocks and herds of thefe 
animals, again become wild and wanderers. 'I’o thefe add numerous legions of mon- 
kies and enormous bats, the flefh of which is held a luxury by the Malays, and is 
truly -Render and delicate ; and it muft be granted that here the inhabitants have 
nothing left to wifh for. 1 fay nothing of birds, however various their genera and „ 
fpecies, fince amid fuch profufion they are altogether difregardtd. The rivers yield 
abundance of excellent fifli ; but nothing can compare for fecundity with the fea-lliore 
of Timor, as all the naturalifts of Paris may conjedurc from the prodigious quantity of 
cruftaceous and teltaceous animalsj fifh, mollufca:, zoophytes, &c. which M. Lefueur 
and myfelf have thinfmitted. Thefe are obtained at pleallire, and without tijf flighteft 
labour ; all that is required being to go down to the fea-fhore at low water and feled 
with the hand any of thefe animals, found in fhoals in finall Iiollows among the madre- 
pores, where they have been left by the tidej the water filtering through the madrepores, 
and leaving the fmall pits dry. 

With refped to aliment, therefore, no people was ever more amply fupplied, nor 
more kindly dealt with by nature : excellence, abundance, and variety await merely 
feledion j in point, therefore^ of fufHcicncy of nutriment nothing is wanting for the 
produdion of flrength in man. , 

Unhappily this facility of' fatisfying the wants of life, this fupcrfiuity afforded with, 
out either care or labour, have generated a univerfal apathy, an indifference, nay, an 
averfion for toil fo great among this people, that the very thpught of it is fufficient to 
render them melancholy. Part of the day as well as the night, the inhabitant of Timor 
is feen fcated on his heels, beneath the (hade of a tamarind or palm-tree, a bananin or 
a mangle, inccflantly chewing his betel and drinking caloo ; twice thrice in the day 
he takes a flrndcr meal ; now diverts himfelf with a kind of guitar made of the 
bamboo and a leaf of the latanicr ; now w eaves fonie little mats or other trifling works 
of no exertion j and now' again fpends hours in bathing, combing his hair, and rubbing 
himfelf with oil of cocoa, fleeping at intervals oT both day and night. As for flaves, 
they are fo numerous in every houie, luch little work is exacted of tHem, and this is 
done with fuch dcliberahon, that they live a life as idle almoll as their mailers. From 
this pidure of theiv habitude tins people muft be regarded as funk into a permanent 
ftate of inadion and reft. Uoes not a mode of living fuch as here deferibed appear 
fufficient to account- for that weaknefs denotid by the dynanometer, and which indeed 
is not lefs evident from their conformation ? In fad, without being fo weak in their 
limbs as the people of Diemen’s Land and New Holland, the Malays of Timor in thefe 
parts are'defedivc of firength and but little mufculai'"; in coflfequentfe they polTefs a 
roundnefs and g'racc much fuperior to what is obfcrvable in Europeans, and naked, as 
they commonly are, appear with Angular elegance. 


From 
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. ^ remarks will be gci[^are,d that the extreme inactivity of the people -of 

is ths effential caufe of their want of vigour. • » 

^lill, conducive to it 'Is the temperature of the ifland, and that hot and raoift atmo- 
fphere whofe baneful effeets on he^th we iSxperlenced fo fatally. Prefer ved in fome 
degree from its morbid influence by cold bitths, by friftion, by a* multiplicity of bitter 
and aromatic jubilances, but moll efpecially by t he preparation of betel, VKhich they 
ufe for reftoring its tone to the ftomach, the debilitating powers of the humid atmo- 
fphere are ftill felt in fpite of the neutralizing antidotes. 

1 hefe lad fads correfpond with the refults obtained by M. Coulumb^ whofe tefti- 
mony, valuable in itfelf, is further corroborated by numerous experiments. “ The 
mean capability of labour in man,” fays he, “ varies according to the climate. I had 
the diredion of confiderable works at Martinico, in which the troops were employed, 
where the thermometer is rarely below 20“ ** the fame kind of works were executed 
alfo under my infpedion in Prance ; and I can from experience fafely ;i(Firni, that in 
14° of latitude, where men are conftanily batiied in tlieir perfpiration, they arc inca- 
pable of half the daily labour to which they are accullomed in our climates.” 

The high temperature therefore of Timor, tlie conifant dampnefs of the air, and 
the indolent life of the inhabitants, in my opinion, furnifh colledively a fatisfadory 
explanation of the weaknefs peculiar to the firlj; of the three people of which we have 
to fpeak. But here we mull allow that the degree of civilization does not appear to 
have any elfential or immediate influence on the ftrength of the people. Far other- 
wife is it with the Diemenefe and the inhabitants of New Holland. 

9 

2d. New Holland and% Diemen’s Land. 

Nature feems to have aded the part of a Ifop-mothcr towards the people of thefe 
regions. The vegetable kingdom fcarcely yields any thing : never did we meet here 
with any edible fruit that grew to the fizc of a cherry ; nor arc any nutritious roofs 
known other than of fern or archys. Neither does the aitimal kingdom prefeat any 
fpecies of tolerable dimenfions but the cafl'owary and the kanguroo, both the onc^nd 
the other become rare on the continent from their being lo ionftantly purfued. The 
fifliery indeed might furnifli a more abundant rclource lor the inhabitants, and one 
more certain ; but the imperfedion of their inllruments and mode of filhing, winter 
with the inhabitants of Diemen’s Land, frequent llorms with thofe of New Ilolland ; 
and, above all, the migrations of the filh, all concur to render this lafl; dependence 
precarious, and foinetimes abfolutely null. Then it is that thofe dreadful famines take 
place, the lamentable confequenccs of which Governor Phillips had hirnfelf occafion 
t(i| witpefs fliortly after his arrival : “ There,” fays M. Collins, “ the unfortunate 
natives were reduced to fuch a llarved condition, as to referable fo many Ikeletons, and 
feem on the point of perilhing.” The productions of the fea are of no avail even to 
thofe repulfed to tl?e interior of the country : thefe fubfilc on Irogs, lizards, ferpents, 
various larvae, and particularly on the large fnails which coded vA bunches big as the 
head round the branches of the refinous eucalyptus. Spiders even, ts in New Cale- 
donia, form part of their difgufting food : in many inltances thefe wretched hordes 
are reduced to live on certain herbage and tht; bark of trees ; in, fine, there is nothing, 
not even the numerous ants which devaftate the foil, but they are forced to ufe for- 

♦ Hjre Reaumur’s tliermometet cannot \k meant, but the^ centigrade* as on the former io'" is equil to 
no more than 68® of Fahrenheit, wjicrcas i!ic temperature of Martinique is coullanily liighti* than this. 

By the centigrade thermqmctcr 20’ is equal to 77® of Fahrenheit, * • 

VOL. XI. 6 e ' nutriment# 



^4^^ VOYAGE FOE. THE Dl’sCOVERY OF SODTHERN LANDS. 

nutHment. M, Collins • defcribes the horrid pafte ’prepared by the natives, by grind- 
ing thefe infe^b and thin larvae, and mixing them with the roots of fern } a fbockingly* 
repulfiVe praflice which the m^ hideous famine could alone originate, and of wlKh 
a parallel, I think, can in no country be found. . * • 

Affuredly, fimilar aliments are little fuit«d to engender bodily ftrength ; and in this 
particular^we lhall fcck in vain for human beings more deficient. 

With refpeft to exercifc : in lieu of moderate and confiant exertion, the favage of 
thefe parts, impelled by the imperious cravings of hunger to feek for aliment, for days 
together undertakes’ tedious and fatiguing excurfions, his long courfcs knowing no 
other intermiffion than what are exaft^d by fatigue and exhauftion. Should he chance 
to find abundant means of fatiating his hunger, a ftranger to other confiderations than 
glutting his voracity, he never abandons his prey, but abides on the fpot where it was 
found tiil neceflity compels him again- to renew his laborious chace. Now, what 
can be more deftruftive to the expanfion of ftrength, and the harmony of, the func- 
tions of the body, than thel'c alternations of exceffive fatigue and abfolute reft, of 
diftrelling want and gluttonous exceffes ? In this fecond part of the mode of fubfift- 
ence purfued by the people of New Holland and Diemen’s Land, we fee another 
general caufc of wcaknefs, extremely powerful in itfelf, and which is of conftant 
recurrence at every ilage of life of thefe unfortunate men. 

May not the caufe laft alluded to, joined to the fcarcity, the occafional abfolute want' 
of aliment, and ihe bad quality of that they frequently ufe for deadening the pangs of 
hunger, have either originated, or much encreafed that flendemefs and exceffive 
emaciation of the extreme limbs of thofe men ? Yet, remarkable as it certainly is in 
this people, this charafteriftic does not aopear to fhew itfelf in them in an equally fur- 
prizing degree as with the wretched Pefeherais, of the Terra de Fuego. “ Their 
ftoulders,” fays Forfter, “ and breaft are broad and brawny ; the reft of their body 
is fo fleuder that, on feparately obferving the different parts, we could fcarcely perfuade 
ourfelves they belonged to,.the fame individual f-” 

Doubthfs the conjefture is far from improbable, which aferibes a vicious conformation 
fo general and fo evident to a radical dcfe£l; in the organization common to thefe people, 
a people which in fo many other inftanccs materially differ from the reft of the human 
race j Hill, if regard be had to the circumftance of individuals occafionally being found 
among them, the proportions of whom are much more Jjegular than in the majority ; 
if alfo one computes on the natural tendency of famine, and exceffive fatigue, and 
faulty nouriflnncnt, to impair the form of, and deficcate and > wither the human frame, 
(phenomena obfervable, according to M. Volney, among feveral Arabs of the defert,) 
perhaps one may not be far from truth in attributing the defeSive conformation of the 
people in queftion principally to the conftant ftate of wretchednefs and want ir\ w’hkh 
they live. This is the opinion of moft of the intelligent Engliftiraen at Port Jackfon ; 
it is that alfo of M. Collins, and certainly one to which it is difficult to refufe affent. 

Allowing then the weaknel's oi this race of men to devolve effentlally from want, the 
bad quality of their food, nnd exceffive fatigue, thefe caufes in their turn are affuredly 
the confcquence of tlie wild Ufe of thefe favages. 

Let us now look to the probable, nay, ceVtain refults of a departure from this wild 
life, an abandonment of their ferocious and vagabond habits. Let us fuppofe thefe 
people collefted together in more numerous focieties, refident in villages, and peace, 
with general confent, fuccepding to thofe eternal and fanguinary wars which deftroy Co 

• Defciip. of N. S. W. p. 558. t Cook’« 'fecond voyage. 
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|nubh of the population : {property how will excite emulation, and the neceffity of pre- 
femng this property from individual depredation, induce the.uqion of the force of the 
mafe, and .the formation of laws or general conventions. In this* ftate, not fuperior to 
that of the Kamtfchadales or the Sataoyeds, however diftant from a perfeftly civilized 
condition, yet, what a beneficial change wou|^ be efieflied ! and how much would their 
refources be encreafed. 

Here fancy fondly pictures the domefticated kanguroo fwarming around the cabins 
of the improved natives; the caffowary, even ’more readily tamed, prefeiiting them 
daily food, and its large and excellent eggs; the black fwan, nmltiplyine its broods 
on the neighbouring waters ; and the beautiful lyre-tailed pheafant, with the fuperb 
minura of the Blue Montains, repaying, with their numerous progeny and their eggs, 
the attention and care of their mafters. 

Leifure, a communication of ideas, co-operation of efforts, effefts which can only 
exift where men are collefted in a body, by degrees ’will engender improvement in 
the arts of life, and furnifh them with more numerous and perfed inftruments for 
fifliing. With much diminifhed toil will they obtain from the fhores of the fea a more 
abundant produce, and foon will learn to preferve their fifh by drying, or the ufe of 
fait, thus providing againfi thofe feafons when ftorms or winter’s fway deprive them 
of daily fupply. Their boats too, now of better conftrudion, will allow them to 
lengthen their excurlions from fhore ; the neighbouring iflands will ceafe to be unex« 
plored by them ; ' and the numerous feals and fphenici, with which thev abound, will 
furnifh thorn with a prey as eafy of capture as inexhauflible ; the oil from them will 
give a new flavor to their food, and their fpoils afford warmer clothing to fheUer them 
from cold ; by degrees, the beautiful goofe of Bafs’s Strait will be added to their 
poultry yards, and the wombat or phafcolome, that Angular animal fo offenfive to the 
eye, yet fuch tender and delicate food, and which we ourfelves noticed, as familiar as 
the dog in the cabins of the Englifh fifhermen, the wombat will become domeflicated 
among them ; and the grey kanguroo, the flefh of which is fo far preferable to th'at 
of the larger fpecies, will be another boon of thefe iflands,' an addition to tlj^p refources 
of the people. . • . ’ 

There is certainly nothing exaggerated in this pidure, yet what a contrafl does it 
not prefent to the prefent condition of thefe favages ! They become fecure of fub- 
fiflence, and ceafe to be dependent on the feafons, or the fhoaling and migration of the 
finny race ; their aliment too, as well as more abundant at all times, is of fuperior 
quality. No longer fubjed to diftrefling privations, to thofe exccfiive fatigues, and 
perpetual and exhaufting chaees, which confume his vigour, and impair his form, the 
prefent favage will, in his changed condition, become of a conftitution laore robufl: ; 
his ftrength will at the fame time be encreafed : and if the defed of his conformation 
be^ indeed, as every thing feems to indicate, the confequence of his prefent wretched- 
nefs, and bad ai\d fcanty fare, may we not reafonably forebode that this frightful 
emaciation will gradually difappear ? 

Not only will this happy change be beneficially experiepced "by each individual, its 
effed will be to encreafe the population. No more, as now is the cafe on thefe dreary 
ftores, will the woman be obliged, from dread of incapacity to* fupport her offspring, to 
ufe the moft cruel means of procuring aborfion * ; no more will fathers, unnatural from 

■ 

• When in New Holland a woman has two children at a birth, whether males or females, the weakeH 
and Icaft heavy is immediately ftt angled bv the mother ; if of the two lone (hoyild be a male, and the other 
a female, the latter is put to death. (Obfervatioiis comAiunicaled by M. Lefchenault, and attefted by 
ibnie of the moil refpedablc inlidbitants of Port Jackfon.) * * ^ 

6 1 a ^ neceffity^ 
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neceffity, cru(h to death, with ftones, the too tender progeny of the deceafed* mother, 
as is related to be their, praftice, by Mr. Collins, (Appendix, No. XL), and as we 
have been credibly informed is the fad. Barbarous expedient, which, however, the 
wretchednefe, the poverty, of this miferable race, ‘have hitherto rdhdered inevitable, 
and which fimilar circumftances render byt too common among favages in feveral 
other countries. 

SECT. yVd.-~General Re/ults. 

From the •-aflcrablage of fads‘expo^ed in this memoir, the following general refults 
are deduced. 

ift. Th.'it the inhabitants of Timor, New Holland, and Diemen’s Land, vaftly 
behind the French and Englifli in civilization, are- neverthelefs confiderably weaker. 

ad. That the moiil and hot .temperature of theifland of Timor, with the too indo- 
lent and iuadive mode of life of its inhabitants, arc apparently the caufes of their 
inferior ftreugth. 

3d. That in Diemen’s Land, and in New Holland, want of food, the bad quality of 
that on which the inhabitants fubfilf, and the fatigues they undergo in obtaining even 
this, appear to be the primary caufes, not only of their want of ftrength, but alfo of 
their defeftive conformation. 

4th. T’hat this continual want V)f food is exclufiVely the confequence of the mode of 
life of thefc people ; and that this mode of life, fo long afferted to be produdfive of 
bodily ftrength and vigour, is on the contrary, in this inftance, proved to be' the fource 
of extredie debility. ’’ 

And 5th. That the probable effeft of on advance towards civilization on the part of 
thefe favages will be an expanfion of greater ftrength, and the difappearance of their 
prefent defedive conformation. 

AVhat then muft we think of thofe eloquent exclamations againft the facial ftate, 
founded as they are on theTuperior ftrength of the favage, or, ufing the language of 
the fophifttj, of the child of nature ? Wlifit of the doftrine that the phyfical powers 
of man are in an inverfe ratio to the progrefs of civilization ?" 

CHAP. XXL — Memoir relative to the new Genus Pyrofoma *. 

r 

LONG as the ftudy of mollul'csc and foft zoophytes was neglcftcd by naturalifts, 
a (till longer time elapfed before ihefe animals excited the •attention of travellers# 
For this indifference on the part of one and the other various caufes may be afligned. 

Among thefc caufes may be reckoned, the difguft which the majority of thefe ani- 
mals excite ; their whimfical and inconftant figure, equally difficult to deferibe, to 
draw, or to preferve ; their colour, rnoft commonly dull, obfeure, and difpleafing ; 
their fofi and vifeous nature, clit'grceable to the touch ; in many Ipecies, acrid and 
corrofive fluids ; in all, a rapid and alnioft inftantaneous decompofition. 

An additional caufcfwas jhe little intereft they occafioned, owing to the fuppofed 
inutility of the ftidy ; *for naturalilts were far from imagining fuch important refults 
could be drawn from a branch of the animal fyftem fo muclrdefpifed and fo repullive, 
as M. Cuvier has fucceedt'd in effecting j 01^ that it might fome day throw frefli light on 


\Vc fo frequciiily have had occafion in this firvl part of our hiftory to fpcak of rDvdlnfca: and f a 
zoophytes ; and diall have fo often Co revert to thefe fingular animals, that fonriC gci)»:ral remarks appear to 
me neceffaiy <refpe£fing them before I continue the detail of our voyaj^c ; to thefe 1 have added, the 
hiftory at'length of one of the moil extraordinary genera of this great family of unarin^ animals. 

10 * anatomy 
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Rnaftomy''and phyfiology, and change the afpeft of feveral other portions of natural 
Ihiftory. 

Moredver, the greater part of thefe animals are either difperfed over the fliores of the 
oceaif, or in its botom ; ace far moile difficult to preferve than to defcribe; and; finally, 
good works were wanting to direct the obfy ver in this difficult Ibudy. 

Fortunately I found myfelf placed in circiiniftatces far more favourable than any 
preceding traveller to profecute this ftudy. The it^’a of its ufcleffnefs had given place 
to its being regarded with intereft, which confeqliently aded as an incentive to inquiry; 
and having ftudicd four years under M. Cuvier, I had not only his ffiethod and elements 
for my guide, but in addition, manufcript indrvJdions with which he had the kindnefs 
to furnifti me. 

What 1 applied myfelf to dcfcribing wiiu much minutencfs was, at the fame time 
drawn or painted by my colleague and friend JV!. Lefucur with that fkill and precifion 
which have earned him fuch deferved applaufe, and all*our remarks and fkctclies were 
made from living fubjeds. 

And finally my refcarches receive additional value from the imraenfe field in which 
during four years they were made. Twice did we traverfe the whole length of the 
All i'uic, twice doul)le the Cape of Good Hope; a*s often did we make the tour of 
m .men’s Land and double the moft fouthern cape of this part of the world ; five or 
■fix limes we failed through Bafs’s Straif; at two dilferent dates we coalfed a part of 
the ealfern (haros'of New Holland and the fouth-weftern ffiores, even.more intcrefling 
than thofe; twice did we vifit the archipelagos of St. Peter and St. Francis*; twice 
range the leas which beat on Nuyt’s Land; twice we d<?ublcd Cape Louwin, and as 
many times explored the coafts of Edels, De^Witts^ and End raght’s Land; our navi- 
gation extended as far as to the ’Arrow Iflands, nor 'did we arrive in Europe before we 
had four or five times croflbd the Indian Ocean, and feven times paflTcd the tropic of 
Capricorn in different longitudes, having thus failed through more than 100° of latitude 
and 190" of longitude. ^ 

Let the rcad. r figure to himfelf that throughout fo many different regions x>ne of my 
moft conftant and cherilfeed employments was colleifing and making remarks on the 
animals in qiu ftion, and that, alternately fiifpendod from* the fide of our veffel, 
M. L( fueur and myfelf fuffered, as I may lay, not one to cfcapc us, and he will be 
enabled to compute the inqt^irtance of our obfervations on thefe animals. Nor do we 
fin-ink from repeating the public declaration of the profeffors of the mul'eum of natural 
hiftory, and the commMl'arics of the inftitutc, that no jircvioiis dlieoveries in this 
branch have been either fo important or complete. Not only did we double, or even 
triple the number of fpecies of all the genera before known, we lik'^-wifc furnilhed 
many,fpecimens which cannot be claffed under any of thefe genera, and which con- 
fequcntly muft form now heads. 

Firft among the[e new ‘genera ftands the one which forms the fubjed of the prefent 
memoir, and which was noticed with admiration on the w'aves of the Atlantic bcean, 
during our voyage from Europe to India, by all on board, .both* our fiups. Its truly 
prodigious phofphoric property, renders it one of the moft beautiful sAiophytes known, 
and its organization ranks It with the molt extraordinary. 


PYROS'OMA. 
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PYROSOMA. 

Corpus gelatinafum, rigidiusculum^ iiberum^ tubet*eulis afperaturiif yuhconkum^ rxtre- 
mitate ampliore apertuni^ vacuum, tspertura margine intus tuberculis cin 6 lo, 

PYROS )MA ATLANTICUM. 

» 

JEquatorio-Atlanticun, gregarie-pelagi-vagum, vividijime phofphorefcens, coloribus eximiis 
tunc ^ulgens, 22° R. (ji.tf Fahr^ cocalidioribus occurrens in undis ; 10, 12, I4» 
16 centimetros {digitos Ang, ufque 61 ) aquans. 

• FOR a long time we had been detained by calms in the middle of the equatorial 
regions, and were unable to advance towards the fouth, except on occafion of the 
flight hurricanes peculiar to thefe climates, known to French mariners by the title of 
grains des tropiques, when, on the 4th December, in the evening, we experienced 
one more violent than common, the (ky was every where obfcured by big clouds ; 
the darknefs was extreme, the wind blew with great force, and our fhip made great 
way through the water. Suddenly we diftinguifhed at fome diftance a large fcurf, as 
of phofphorus fpread over the waves, and occupying a confiderable fpace before us. 
The fpedacle accompanied by Ihe circumftances I have noticed, polTeffed fomewhat 
romantic, grandj and impofing, which attrafted the attention of every one. Evei^ 
body ran on deck to enjoy^the fingular appearance. In a little time we reached this 
fiery part of the ocean, and perceived that this prodigious fplcndor was occafioned by 
innumerous animals, which, borne upoR, and carried along with the waves, floated 
at different depths, and appeared of different forms. In faft, thofe moft deeply float- 
ing, their form in part concealed, refembled large maffes of burning matter, or rather 
efiormous red hot balls, while thofe on the furface of the waves were like incandefcent 
cylinders of iron. ' 

Every naturaliff in each fhip was anxious to obtain fome of thefe fingular animals, 
and on board the Geograyhe, 'M. Mange was the firft who ‘procured any. He was 
fo fortunate to draw up thirty or forty, on which 1 was enabled to make many 
obfervations. 

All thefe animals refembled each other in form, colour,' fubftance, and phofphoric 
property, and differed only in fize, which varied from 10 to 16 centimeters * j all of 
them were feparate and not connected together. 

They were of an elongated, and nearly cylindrical form } their fore part was the 
larger, and perpendicularly truncated, a wide circular opening admitted a view of the 
whole infide of the animal, which was tubulolous and empty, exhibiting no*other 
veftige of organs than a very delicate vificular net-work, which line the whole interior 
eff this cavity^. A ring of large tubercles occupied the whole of the interior railed rim 
of the opening of the fore-part, and thus diminiflied to nearly one-half of its fize the 
diameter of this (pecies of tfiDuth. The hind-part of the animal of fmaller breadth than 
the fore-part, and obtufe, Ihewed no trace of any opening .whatever, even when ob- 
ferved with the njicrofeppe. , 

The whole; exterior of the animal bridled with large and unequal elongated tubercles 
of firmer fubftance than the other parts, of the animal, more diaphanous alfo, and 

*'4 to inches. 
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brilliant and polifhed as the diamond : in this part is the principal feat of the won- 
derful phpfphoi*efcence of which I (hall prefently fpeak. Between thefe large tubercles 
others fliorter and more obtufe are perceptiblet nearly joining#each other, and endowed 
as the larger with a phofphoric prqperty. * • 

Finally, within the interior of the fubftance* oviing to its tranfparency, are feen a 
multitude of fniall glands, very narrow, ind abo c a millimeter in length which 
likewife participate in a very high degree a phofph jefeent nature. 

The colour of thefe remarkable zoophytes whe A at reft and after death, is an opal 
yellow, mixed with green, difpleafing to the eye : when, however, in their movements 
they contraft themfclves, whether fpontaneoufly, oV on being* irritated, the animal 
inftantaneoufly affumes the appearance of molfen iron, and fliines with much fplendor ; 
but, as that metal in proportion as its heat diminiflies affumes divers fhades of colour, 
fo this animal as its phofphorefcence difappears, exhibits numerous fliades of colour, 
extremely pleafing to the eye, light, and varied ; for example, red, the bluQi of 
morn, orange, greenifh, and an azure blue: thislaft fliade of colour efpecially is 
equally lively and pure. With this fliade it is reprefented by M. Lefueur, not only on 
account of its being that of all it affumes the nioft graceful, and beft fuited to give a 
juft idea of this charming fpecies, but alfo becaufg of its being intermediary between 
the red of molted iron which it exhibits in its higheft ftate of phofphorefcence, and the 
greenifli opal yellow of its ftate of quietude. , 

With refpeflt to the phofphorefcence itfelf, vvliutever Its nature may be, whatever 
means be employed for its production and maintenance, it conftantly, in this fpecies, 
fhews tlTe charaftcriftics of a regular and natural function. Indeed, if in a vafe of fea 
water feveral of thefe animals be placed, they arc feen af regular intervals to experience 
alternate motions of contraftjpn and expanfion, analogous to thofe occafioncd by refpi- 
ration and drawing breath in more perfeft animals. At each contrafting motion the 
phofphorefcence takes place, and afterwards infenfibly diminifliing entirely difappears, 
till again produced by a new contrjiction. The appearance of the phofphorefcence. may 
at pleafure be procraitinated by initating the animal, eiibcT with touching it or lhaking 
the water in w hich it fwims. In tvery inftance this phofporic property ib coqiplctely 
depends oli the organization and lifep\f the animal that it tojtally ceafes when life becomes 
extinft. Nor indeed is this a pe^'iJiarity of the pyrofoma, for the fame takes place 
with all other marine animals of ph||i^jtohoric nature. 

The locomotive faculty of this afe^al appears even more enveloped in obfeurity 
than its vital funtllons, and is very li\; 'ted : it feenivS, in faft, to confift exclufively in 
the nightly contradtmg and dilating v,<_Svements 1 have noticed, the neceflary effcdl of 
which will be to occafion a trifling irr\ij Ife on the water and confequently i retrogade 
receffion. * 

*Of what regards the mode of nutritii^, . \of this animal I confefs that I have no pofitive 
knowledge, and merely give the following; is amatrerot conjcdlure. I have mentioned the 
ring of large tnbercles difpofed round tb i^fide of »he opening in the fore part of the. 
body, and narrowing nearly to half its the diameter of this kind of mouth ^ may it 
not be pofllble that the animal aware frormiW irritaticothey^ will^caufc of the entrance 
of fmall niullufcm with the water into the t\bt\ilous cavity noticed, is enabled to contradt 
itfelf to fuch a degree as to clofc the opepii\ij of the ring ? * The ^fmall mollufcse thus 
confined within the tube, and unable to efcih^ in this calb may*there undertro a kind 

* The 25th pait o \an inch. 


of 



95% 


rotAOM FOR OTiCOVERT W SOirTUWRitT LAHTfif. 


of decompofilSon and (im^ludon Hrhich i^ay remder ^em capable of b^^labforfaed by 
the extremities of the veficular not defcribed. < 

Still more obfcure and difficult of contprehenfion than the its nutrition S' 

fyftem of generation of<»this animal. ^As in certain jtolypi to which clafs this g^nus 
belongs is regeneration effeded'b) a 'fort of excrefcence r X)o thofe’loog tubercles of 
the animal after attaining a certain^ naturitf become feparate and form other animals ? 
J^d, in this cafe, are the fmaller, id more depreffed tubercles which *rover the re- 
. lender of the furface dCifigned b)' lature to replace the greater in proportion as they 
% 1 \ off themfelves in turn to become organized beings ? I confefs this opinion is 
«M^£lural» ahd altogether unfounded oi^ exad obfervation, dill, when we reflet on tho 
>^^ple organization of thefe animals, and on the prodigious number of them that we 
remarked, which neceffarily employs a rapid multipHcation, one poffibly may not be 
•wide of truth in admitting this opinion which at once agrees with the fimplicity of the 
organization of the animal and its prodigious multiplicity and appears to be fanfliondd 
by analogy. 

I muft not here, however, omit to add that, notwithilanding ^our long and various 
navigation through fo many different feas, we never met with a fecond tribe of this 
j^cies. The fpot where they were diffinguiffied by us was between the igrh and aoih 
CKgree of weftem longitude, from the meridian of Paris, and the 3d and 4tih degree 
north latitude. The temperature of the fea at the furface was then 22 ' of Reaumur-**. 

I carefully note thefe circumflances’ ; as it muft be obferved that the various fpecjjBS df 
zoophytes and fea mullufcse are net fcattered by chance over the ocean, but are each 
limited to certain latitudes and longitudes, and are constantly found on the fame fpotsi, 
where probably the temperature more than aqif thing elfe determines their abode. 


7 1, 6* of Fahr. 
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